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CHAPTEB  I. 

In  such  pursuitB  if  wudom  liei, 

Who,  Lanns  can  thy  taste  despise  I — Gat* 

THE  drawing-room  of  Holljrwell  House  was  one  of  the  fayoured ' 
apartments,  where  a  peculiar  air  of  home  seems  to  reside^ 
whether  seen  in  the  middle  of  summer,  all  its  laige  windows 
open  to  the  garden,  or,  as  when  our  stoij  commences,  its  bright 
fire  and  stands  of  fragrant  green-house  plants  contrasted  with 
the  wintry  fog  and  leafless  trees  of  November.  There  were  two 
persons  in  the  room — ^a  young  lady,  who  sat  drawing  at  the  round 
table,  and  a  youth,  lying  on  a  couch  near  the  fire,  surrounded 
with  books  and  newspapers,  and  a  pair  of  crutches  near  him. 
Both  looked  up  with  a  smile  of  welcome  at  the  entrance  of  a  taU^ 
fine-looking  young  man,  whom  each  greeted  with  '  Good  mon^ 
ing,  Philip.' 

*  Good  morning,  Laura.  Good  morning,  Charles;  I  am  glad 
you  are  down  stairs  again !  How  are  you  to-day?' 

'  No  way  remarkable,  thank  you,'  was  the  answer,  somewhat 
wearily  given  by  Charles. 

'  You  walked  ?'  said  Laura. 

'  Yes.  Where's  m^  uncle  ?  I  called  at  the  post-ofiice,  and 
brought  a  letter  for  hun.  It  has  the  Moorworth  post-mark,'  he 
added,  producing  it. 

'  Where's  that  ?'  said  Charles. 

*  The  post-town  to  Bedclyffe ;  Sir  Guy  Morville's  place.' 

*  That  old  Sir  Guy !  What  can  he  have  to  do  with  my 
father?' 

*  Did  you'  not  know,'  said  Philip,  '  that  my  uncle  is  to  b^ 
guardian  to  the  boy — ^bis  grandson  ?' 

•Eh?  No,Ididnot.' 

*  Yes,'  said  Philip;  ^  when  old  Sir  Guy  i&ade  it  an  ^special 
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point  that  my  father  should  take  the  guardiaaship,  he  only  con* 
sented  on  condition  that  my  uncle  should  be  joined  with  him;  so 
now  my  unde  is  alone  in  the  trust,  and  I  cannot  help  thinldng 
Bometlnng  must  have  happened  at  Iledclyffe,  It  is  certainly  not 
Sir  Guy's  writing.* 

'It  must  wait,  unless  your  curiosity  will  cany  you  out  in 
search  of  papa,'  said  Charles;  'he  is  somewhere  about^  zealously 
supplying  the  place  of  Jenkins.' 

*  Beally,  Philip,'  said  Laura,  *  there  is  no  telling  how  much 
good  you  have  done  him  by  convincing  him  of  Jenkins'  dishonesty. 
To  say  nothing  of  the  benefit  of  being  no  longer  cheated,  the 
pleasure  of  having  to  overlook  the  farming  is  untold.' 

Philip  smiled,  and  came  to  the  table  where  she  was  drawing. 

*  Do  you  know  this  place  ?'  said  she,  looking  up  in  his  face. 

*  Stylehurst  itself!  What  is  it  taken  from  ?' 

'  From  this  pencil  sketch  of  your  sister's,  which  I  found  in 
mamma's  scrap-book.' 

^  You  are  making  it  very  like,  only  the  spire  is  too  slender,  and 
that  tree — can't  you  alter  the  foliage  ? — ^it  is  an  ash  P' 

'  Is  it  ?  I  took  it  for  an  ekn.' 

*  And  surely  those  trees  in  the  foreground  should  be  greener, 
to  throw  back  the  middle  distance.  "Diat  is  the  peak  of  South 
Moor  exactly,  if  it  looked  further  off.' 

.  She  began  the  alterations,  while  Philip  stood  watching  her 
progress,  a  shade  of  melancholy  gathering  on  his  fiice.  Suddenly, 
a  voice  called '  Laura !  Are  you  there  ?  Open  the  door,  and  you 
will  see.' 

•  On  Philip's  opening  it,  in  came  a  tall  camellia ;  the  laughing 
face,  and  light,  shining  curls  of  the  bearer  peeping  throng  the 
dark  ffieen leaves. 

'Thank  you!  Oh,  is  it  you,  Philip?  Oh,  don't  take  it.  I 
must  bring  my  own  camellia,  to  show  Charlie.' 

'  You  make  the  most  of  that  one  flower,'  said  Charles. 

'  Only  see  how  many  buds !'  and  she  placed  it  by  his  sofa.  *  Is 
it  not  a  perfect  blossom,  so  pure  a  white,  and  so  regular!  And 
I  am  80  proud  of  having  b^ten  mamma  f^id  all  the  gardeners, 
for  not  another  will  be  out  this  fortnight ;  and  this  is  to  go  to 
the  horticultural  show.  Sam  would  hardly  trust  me  to  bring  it 
in,  though  it  was  my  nursing,  not  his.' 

-{  f  Now,  Amy,'  said  Philip,  when  the  flower  had  been  duly 
admired, '  you  must  let  me  put  it  into  the  window,  for  you.  ]i!t 
aa  too  heavy  for  you«' 

'  Oh,  take  care,'  cried  An\abel>  but  too  late ;  for,  as  ho  took  it 
from  her,  the  solitary  flower  struck  against  Charles's  little  table, 
wd  iraB  faioken  o£ 
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*  0  Amy,  I  am  very  sorry.  What  a  pity!  How  did  it  hap- 
pen?' 

'Never  mind,'  she  answered;  St  will  last  a  long  time  in 
water.' 

*  It  was  very  unlucky — I  am  very  sorry — especially  because  of 
the  horticultural  show.' 

'Make  all  your  apologies  to  Sam,'  said  Amy,  'his  feelings 
will  be  more  hurt  than  mine.  I  dare  say  my  poor  flower  womd 
have  caught  cold  at  the  show,  and  never  held  up  its  head  again.' 

Her  tone  was  gay;  but  Charles,  who  saw  her  face  in  the 
glass, betrayed  her  by  saying, '  Winidng  away  a  tear,  O  Amy!' 

'  I  never  nursed  a  dear  gazelle !'  quoted  Amy,  with  a  merry 
laugh;  and  before  any  more  could  be  said,  there  entered  a  middle- 
aged  gentleman,  short  and  slight,  with  a  fresh,  weather-beaten, 
good-natured  face,  grey  whiskers,  quick  eyes,  and  a  hasty,  unde- 
cided air  in  look  and  movement.  He  greeted  Philip  heartily, 
and  the  letter  was  given  to  him. 

'  Ha!  Eh?  Letuslook.  Not  old  Sir  Ouy's  hand.  EhP  What 
can  be  the  matter  F  What  ?  Dead !  This  is  a  sudden  thing.' 

*  Dead !  Who  ?  Sir  Guy  MorviUe  ?' 

'  Yes,  quite  suddenly — ^poor  old  man.'  Then  stepping  to  the 
.door,  he  opened  it,  and  called, '  Mamma ;  just  step  here  a  minute, 
will  you,  mamma!' 

The  summons  was  obeyed  by  a  tall,  handsome  lady,  and  behind 
lier  crept,  with  doubtful  steps,  as  if  she  knew  not  how  far  to 
venture,  a  little  girl  of  eleven,  her  tumed-up  nose  and  shrewd 
fJBuce  Aill  of  curiosity.  She  darted  up  to  Axnabel;  who,  though 
she  shook  her  head,  and  held  up  her  finger,  smiled,  and  took  the 
little  girl's  hand,  listening  meanwhile  to  the  announcement, '  Do 
you  hear  this,  mamma?  Here's  a  shocking  thing!  Sir  Guy  Mor- 
viUe dead,  quite  suddenly.' 

'  Indeed !  Well,  poor  man,  I  suppose  no  one  ever  repented  or 
suffered  more  than  he.    Who  writes  ?' 

'  His  grandson — poor  boy !  I  can  hardly  make  out  his  letter.* 
Holding  it  half  a  yard  from  his  eyes,  so  that  all  could  see  a  few 
lines  of  hasty,  irrc^^ular  writing,  in  a  forcible  hand,  bearing  marks 
of  having  been  penned  under  great  distress  and  agitation,  he 
read  aloud : — 

' '  Deab  Mb.  Edhokstonx, — ^My  dear  grandfather  died  at  six 
this  morniug.  He  had  an  attack  of  apoplexy  yesterday  evening, 
and  never  spoke  again,  though  for  a  short  time  he  knew  me. 
We  hope  he  suffered  little.  Markham  will  make  all  arrange- 
ments. We  propose  that  the  funeral  should  take  place  on 
Tuesday ;  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  come.    I  would  write  to 
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my  cousin,  Philip  Morville,  if  I  knew  his  address  ;  but  I  depend 
on  you  for  saying  all  that  ought  to  be  said.  Excuse  this  illegible 
letter,— I  hardly  know  what  I  write. 

*  Yours  very  sincerely, 

*  Gut  MoBViLLB.'  * 

*Poor  fellow!'  said  Philip,  *he  writes  with  a  great  deal  of 
proper  feeling.' 

'How  very  sad  for  him  to  be  left  alone  there!'  said  Mrs. 
Edmonstone. 

*  Very  sad — ^veiy,'  said  her  husband.  *  I  must  start  off  to 
him  at  once — ^yes,  at  once.    Should  you  not  say  so — eh,  Philip?' 

'  Certainly.  I  think  I  had  better  go  with  you.  It  would  be 
the  correct  thing,  and  I  should  not  like  to  fail  in  any  token  of 
respect  for  poor  old  Sir  Guy.* 

*■  Of  course — of  course,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone;  'it  would  be 
the  correct  thing.  I  am  sure  he  was  always  very  civil  to  us,  and 
you  know  you  are  next  heir  after  this  boy.' 

Little  Charlotte  made  a  sort  of  jump,  lifted  her  eyebrows,  and 
stared  at  Amabel. 

Philip  answered.  *  That  is  not  worth  a  thought;  but  since  he 
and  I  are  now  the  only  representatives  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  house  of  Morville,  it  shall  not  be  my  fault  if  the  enmity  is 
not  forgotten.'  « 

*  Buried  in  oblivion,  would  sound  more  magnanimous,'  said 
Charles;  at  which  Amabel  laughed  so  uncontrollably,  that  she 
was  forced  to  hide  her  head  on  her  Uttle  sister's  shoulder.  Char* 
lotte  laughed  too,  an  imprudent  proceeding,  as  it  attracted  atten- 
tion. Her  father  smiled,  saying,  half-reprovingly — '  So  you  are 
there,  inquisitive  pussy-cat  p'  And  at  her  mother's  question, — 
'  Charlotte,  what  business  have  you  here?'  she  stole  back  to  her 
lessons,  looking  very  small,  without  the  satisfaction  of  hearing 
her  mother's  compassionate  words — '  Poor  child !' 

*  How  old  is  he?'  asked  Mr.  Edmonstone,  returning  to  the 
former  subject. 

'  He  is  of  the  same  age  as  Laura — seventeen  and  a  half,' 
answered  Mrs.  Edmonstone.  '  Don't  you  remember  my  brother 
saying  what  a  satisfaction  it  was  to  see  such  a  noble  baby  aa 
she  was,  after  such  a  poor  little  miserable  thing  as  the  one  at 
Redclyffe?' 

'  He  is  grown  into  a  fine,  spirited  fellow,'  said  Philip. 

'  I  suppose  we  must  have  him  here,'  said  Mr.  Ecunonstone* 
*  Should  you  not  say  so— eh  Philip?' 

'  Certainly;  I  should  think  it  very  good  for  him.  Lideed,  hia 
grandfather's  death  has  happened  at  a  most  favourable  time  for 
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him.     The  poor  old  man  had  such  a  dread  of  his  going  wrong 

that  he  kept  him ' 

'  I  know — as  tight  as  a  drum.' 

*  With  strictness  that  I  should  think  very  bad  for  a  boy  of 
his  impatient  temper.  It  would  have  been  a  very  dangerous  ex- 
periment to  send  him  at  once  among  the  temptations  of  Oxford, 
after  such  discipline  and  solitude  as  he  has  been  used  to.' 

'  Don't  talk  of  it,'  interrupted  Mr.  Edmonstone,  spreading  out 
his  hands  in  a  deprecating  manner.  '  We  must  do  the  best  we 
can  with  him,  for  I  have  got  him  on  my  hands  till  he  is  five*and- 
twenty — his  grandfather  has  tied  him  up  till  then.  If  we  can 
keep  him  out  of  mischief,  well  and  good ;  if  not,  it  can't  be 
helped,' 

'  X  ou  have  him  all  to  yourself,'  said  Charks. 

'  Ay,  to  my  sorrow.  If  your  poor  father  was  alive,  Philip,  I 
should  be  free  of  all  care.  I've  a  pretty  deal  on  my  hands,'  he 
proceeded,  looking  more  important  than  troubled.  'All  that 
great  Bedclyffe  estate  is  no  sinecure,  to  say  nothing  of  the  youth 
himself.  If  all  the  world  will  come  to  me,  I  can't  help  it.  I 
must  go  and  speak  to  the  men,  if  I  am  to  be  off  to  Bedclyffe 
to-morrow.    Will  you  come,  Philip?' 

'  I  must  go  back  soon,  thank  you,'  replied  Philip.  *  1  must 
see  about  my  leave;  only  we  should  first  settle  when  to  set  off.' 

This  ammged,  Mr.  Edmonstone  hurried  away,  and  Charley 
began  by  saying,  '  Isn't  there  a  ghost  at  Bedclyffe?' 

'  So  it  is  said,'  answered  his  cousin ;  *  though  I  don't  think  it 
is  certain  whose  it  is.  There  is  a  room  called  Sir  Hugh's 
Chamber,  over  the  gateway,  but  the  honour  of  naming  it  is 
undecided  between  Hugo  de  Morville,  who  murdered  Thomas 
k  Becket,  and  his  namesake,  the  first  Baronet,  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  William  of  Or^fige,  when  the  quarrel  began  with  our 
branch  of  the  family.    Do  you  know  the  history  of  it,  aunt?'     • 

*  It  was  about  some  property,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone, '  though 
I  don't  know  the  rights  of  it.  But  the  Morvilles  were  always  a 
fiery,  violent  race,  and  the  enmity  once  begun  between  Sir  Hugh 
and  his  brother,  was  kept  up,  generation  after  generation,  in  a 
most  unjustifiable  way.  Even  I  can  remember  when  the  Mor- 
villes of  Bedclyffe  used  to  be  spoken  of  in  our  fiunily  like  a  sort 
of  ogres.' 

*  Not  undeservedly,  I  should  think,'  said  Philip.  *  This  poor 
old  man,  who  is  just  dead,  ran  a  strange  career.  Stories  of  his 
duels  and  mad  freaks  are  still  extant.' 

*  Poor  man !  I  believe  he  went  all  lengths,'  said  Mrs.  Edmon- 
tutone. 

*  What  was  the  true  version  of  that  horrible  story  about  his 
SOD?'  said  Philip.     '  Did  he  strike  him?' 
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^  Oh,  no!  it  was  bad  eaough  without  that.' 

'How?'  asked  Laura. 

'  He  was  an  only  child,  and  lost  his  mother  early.  He  was 
very  iU  brought  up,  and  was  as  impetuous  and  violent  as  Sir  Guy 
himself,  though  with  much  kindliness  and  generosity.  He  was 
only  nineteen  when  he  made  a  runaway  marriage  with  a  girl  of 
sixteen,  the  sister  of  a  violin  player,  who  was  at  that  time  in 
fftshion.  His  &ther  was  very  much  offended,  and  there  was^ 
much  dreadfully  violent  conduct  on  each  side.  At  last,  the 
young  man  was  driven  to  seek  a  reconcihation.  He  brought  his 
wife  to  Moorworth,  and  rode  to  Reddyffe,  to  have  in  interview 
with  his  father.  Unhappily,  Sir  Guy  was  giving  a  dinner  to  the 
hunt,  and  had  been  drinking.  He  not  ony  refused  to  see  him, 
but  I  am  a&aid  he  tised  shocking  language,  and  said  something 
about  bidding  liim  go  back  to  his  fiddling  brother-in-law.  The 
son  was  waiting  in  the  hall,  heard  everything,  threw  himself  on 
his  horse,  and  rushed  away  in  the  dark.  His  forehead  struck 
against  the  branch  of  a  tree,  and  he  was  killed  on  the  spot.' 

'  The  poor  wife  ?'  asked  Amabel,  shuddering. 

*  She  died  the  next  day,  when  this  boy  was  bom.' 

*  Frightful !'  said  Philip.  *  It  might  well  make  a  reformation 
in  old  Sir  Guy.' 

'I  hav^  heard  that  nothing  could  be  more  awful  than  the 
stillness  that  feU  on  that  wret^ed  party,  even  before  they  knew 
what  had  happened — ^before  Colonel  Harewood,  who  had  been 
called  aside  by  the  servants,  could  resolve  to  come  and  fetch 
away  the  father.  No  wonder  Sir  Guy  was  a  changed  man  from 
that  hour.' 

'  It  was  then  that  he  sent  for  my  father,'  said  Philip.  '  But 
what  made  him  think  of  doing  so  ?' 

*  You  know  Colonel  Harewood's  houat  at  Stylehurst  ?  Many 
years  ago,  when  the  St.  Mildred's  races  used 'to  be  so  much  more 
in  fashion.  Sir  Guy  and  Colonel  Harewood,  and  some  men  of  that 
stamp,  took  that  house  amongst  them,  and  used  to  spend  some 
time  there  every  year,  to  attend  to  something  about  the  training 
of  the  horses.  There  were  some  malpractices  of  their  servants, 
that  did  so  much  harm  in  the  parish,  that  my  brother  was  obliged 
to  remonstrate.  Sir  Guy  was  very  angry  at  first,  but  behaved 
better  at  last  than  any  of  the  others.  I  suspect  he  was  struck 
by  my  dear  brother's  bold,  uncompromising  ways,  for  he  took  to 
mm  to  a  certain  degree — and  my  brother  could  not  help  being 
interested  in  him,  ,there  seemed  to  be  so  much  goodness  in  his 
nature.  I  saw  him  once,  and  never  did  I  meet  any  one  who 
gave  me  so  much  the  idea  of  a  finished  gentleman.  When  the 
poor  son  was  about  fourteen,  he  was  with  a  tutor  in  the  neigh- 
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boitfhood,  «ai  uged  to  be  a  good  deal  at  Stylehurst,  and,  after 
the  unhappy  marriage,  my  brother  happened  to  meet  him  in 
London,  heard  his  stoiy,  and  tried  to  bring  about  a  recon-* 
ciliation.' 

'  Ha !'  said  Philip ;  *  did  not  they  come  to  Stylehurst  P  I  have 
a  dim  recollection  of  somebody  very  tall,  and  a  lady  who  sung.' 

'  Yes ;  your  father  asked  them  to  stay  there,  that  he  might 
judge  of  her,  and  wrote  to  Sir  Chiy  that  she  was  a  little,  gentle, 
childish  thing,  capable  of  being  moulded  to  anything,  and  repre- 
aentii^  the  mischief  of  leaving  them  to  such  society. as  that  of 
her  brother,  who  was  actually  maintaining  them.  That  letter 
was  never  answered,  but  about  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  after  this 
terrible  accident.  Colonel  Harewood  wrote  to  entreat  my  brotiier 
to  come  to  Bedclyffe,  saying  poor  Sir  Guy  had  eagerly  caught  at 
the  mention  of  his  name.  Of  course  he  went  at  once,  and  he 
told  me  that  he  never,  in  all  his  experience  as  a  clei^yman,  saw 
any  one  so  completely  broken  down  with  grief.' 

*  I  found  a  great  many  of  his  letters  among  my  father's  papers,* 
said  Philip;  '  and  it  was  a  very  touching  one  that  he  wrote  to 
me  on  my  father's  death.  Those  Bedclyffe  people  certainly  have 
great  force  of  character.' 

'  And  was  it  then  he  settled  his  property  on  my  uncle  P'  said 
•Charles. 

'  Yes,'  said  Mrs.  Edmpnstone.-  '  My  brother  did  not  like  his 
doing  so,  but  he  would  not  be  at  rest  till  it  was  settled.  It  was 
in  vain  to  put  him  in  mind  of  his  grandchild,  for  he  would  not 
believe  it  could  live;  and,  indeed,  its  life  hung  on  a  thread.  I 
remember  my  brother  telling  me  how  he  went  to  Moorworth  to 
see  it — for  it  could  not  be  brought  home — ^in  hopes  of  bringing 
back  a  report  that  might  cheer  its  grandfather,  but  how  he 
found  it  so  weak  and  dielicate,  that  he  did  not  dare  to  try  to 
make  him  take  interest  in  it.  It  was  not  till  the  child  was  two 
or  three  years  old,  that  Sir  Guy  ventured  to  let  himself  grow 
fond  of  it.' 

'  Sir  Guy  was  a  very  striking  person,'  said  Philip;  '  I  shall  not 
easily  forget  my  visit  to  Bedcl^e  four  years  ago.  It  was  more 
like  a  scene  in  a  romance  than  anything  real — ^the  fine  old  red 
sandstone  house  crumbling  away  in  the  exposed  parts;  the  arched 
gateway  covered  with  ivy;  the  great  quadrangle  where  the  sun 
never  shone,  and  full  of  echoes;  the  large  hsJl  and  black  wain* 
scoted  rooms,  which  the  candles  never  would  light  up»  It  is  a 
fit  place  to  be  haunted.' 

'That  poor  boy  alone  there!'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone;  'I  am 
glad  you  and  your  uncle  are  going  to  him.' 

'  Tell  us  about  him,'  said  Laura. 
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'He  was  the  most  incongraous  thing  there/  said  Philip. 
*  There  was  a  cahn,  deep  melancholj  ahout  the  old  man,  added 
to  the  grand  courtesy  which  showed  he  had  heen  what  old  hooks 
call  a  fine  gentleman,  that  made  him  suit  his  house  as  a  hermit 
does  his  cdl,  or  a  knight  his  castle;  hut  breaking  in  on  this 
penseroso  scene,  there  was  Guy ' 

^  In  what  wayp'  asked  Laura. 

^  Always  in  wild  spirits,  rushing  ahout,  playing  antics,  pro- 
yoking  the  solemn  echoes  with  shouting,  whooping,  singmg, 
whistling.  There  was  something  in  that  whistle  of  his  that 
always  made  me  angry.' 

« How  did  this  smt  old  Sir  Guy  f ' 

t^t  was  curious  to  see  how  Guy  could  rattle  on  to  him,  pour 
out  the  whole  history  of  his  doings,  laughing,  rubbing  his  hsmds, 
springing  about  with  animation — all  with  as  little  answer  as  if 
he  had  been  talking  to  a  statue.' 

*  Do  you  mean  that  Sir  Guy  did  not  like  it?' 

*  He  did  in  his  own  way.  There  was  now  and  then  a  glance 
or  a  nod,  to  show  that  he  was  attending ;  but  it  was  such  slight 
encouragement,  that  any  less  buoyant  spirits  must  have  been 
checked.' 

*  Did  you  like  him,  on  the  whole?'  aflked  Laura.  *  I  hope  he 
has  not  this  tremendous  Morville  temper?  Oh,  you  don't  say  so. 
What  a  grievous  thing.' 

< He  is  a  fine  fellow,'  taid  Philip;  'but  I  did  not  think  Sir 
Guy  managed  him  well.  Poor  old  man,  he  was  quite  wrapt  up 
in  him,  and  only  thought  how  to  keep  him  out  of  harm's  way. 
He  would  never  let  him  be  with  other  boys,  and  kept  him  so 
fettered  by  rules,  so  strictly  vratebed,  and  so  sternly  called  to 
account,  that  I  cannot  think  how  any  boy  could  stand  it.' 

'  Yet,  you  say,  he  told  everything  freely  te  his  grandfather,' 
said  Amy. 

'  Yes,'  added  her  mother,  '  I  was  going  to  say  that,  as  long  as 
that  went  on,  I  should  think  all  safe.' 

'  As  I  said  before,'  resumed  Philip,  '  he  has  a  great  deal  of 
frankness,  much  of  the  making  of  a  ^e  character ;  but  he  is  a 
thorough  Morville.  I  remember  something  that  will  show  you 
his  best  and  worst  sides.  You  know  Bedclyffe  is  a  beautiful 
place,  with  magnificent  cliffs  overhanging  the  sea,  and  fine  woods 
crowning  them.  On  one  of  the  most  inaccessible  of  these  crags 
there  was  a  hawk's  nest,  about  half-way  down,  so  that  looking 
from  the  top  of  the  precipice,  we  could  see  the  old  birds  fly  in 
and  out.  Well,  what  does  Master  Guy  do,  but  go  down  this 
headlong  descent  after  the  nest.  How  he  escaped  alive  no  one 
could  guess ;  and  his  grandfather  coujd  not  bear  te  look  at  the 
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place  afterwards — ^but  dimb  it  he  did,  and  came  back  with  two 
young  hawks,  buttoned  up  inside  his  jacket.' 

'  There's  a  regular  brick  for  you !'  cried  Charles,  delighted. 

'  His  heart  was  set  on  training  these  birds.  He  turned  the 
library  upside  down  in  search  of  books  on  falconry,  and  spent 
every  spare  moment  on  them.  At  last,  a  servant  left  some  door 
open,  and  they  escaped.  I  shall  never  forget  Ghiy's  passion ;  I 
am  sure  I  don't  exaggerate  when  I  say  he  was  perfectly  beside 
himself  with  anger.' 

*  Poor  boy !'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 

*  Served  the  rascal  right,'  said  Charles. 

*  Nothing  had  any  effect  on  him  till  his  grandfather  came  out, 
and,  at  the  sight  of  him,  he  was  tamed  in  an  instant,  hung  his 
head,  came  up  to  his  grandfftther,  and  said — ^  I  am  very  sorry.' 
Sir  Guy  answered,  '  My  poor  boy !'  and  there  was  not  another 
word.  I  saw  Guy  no  more  that  day,  and  all  the  next  he  was 
quiet  and  subdued.  But  the  most  remarkable  part  of  the  story 
is  to  come.  A  couple  of  days  afterwards  we  were  walking  in  the 
woods,  when,  at  the  sound  of  Guy's  whistle,  we  heard  a  flapping 
and  rustling,  and  beheld,  tumbling  along,  with  their  clipped 
wings,  these  two  identical  hawks,  very  glad  to  be  caught.  They 
drew  themselves  up  proudly  for  him  to  stroke  them,  and  their 
yeUow  eyes  looked  at  him  with  positive  affection.' 

'  Pretty  creatures !'  said  Amabel,  *  That  is  a  very  nice  end 
to  the  story.' 

'  It  is  not  the  end,*  said  Philip.  *  I  was  surprised  to  see  Guy 
80  sober,  instead  of  going  into  one  of  his  usual  raptures.  H!e 
took  them  home ;  but  the  first  thing  I  heard  in  the  morning 
was,  that  he  was  gone  to  offer  them  to  a  farmer,  to  keep  the 
birds  from  his  fruit.' 

'  Did  he  do  it  of  his  own  accord  ?'  asked  Laura. 

'  That  was  just  what  I  wanted  to  know ;  but  any  hint  about 
them  brought  such  a  cloud  over  his  face  that  I  thought  it  would 
be  wanton  to  irritate  him  by  questions.  However,  I  must  be 
going.  Good-bye,  Amy,  I  hope  your  camellia  will  have  another 
blossom  before  I  come  back.  At  least,  I  shall,  escape  the  horti* 
cultural  meeting.' 

'  Good-bye,'  said  Charles.  '  Put  the  feud  in  your  pocket  till 
you  can  bury  it  in  old  Sir  Ghiy's  grave,  unless  you  mean  to  fight 
it  out  with  his  grandson,  which  would  be  more  romantic  and 
exciting.' 

Phihp  was  gone  before  he  could  finish.  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
looked  annoyed,  and  Laura  said, '  Charlie,  I  wish  you  would  not 
let  your  spirits  carry  you  away.' 

'  I  wish  I  had  anytbang  else  to  carry  me  away  I'  was  the  reply. 
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'  Teg/  said  his  mother,  looking  sadly  at  him.  *  Tour  high 
spirits  are  a  blessing ;  but  why  misuse  them  ?  If  they  are  given 
to  support  you  through  pain  and  confinement,  why  maike  mischief 
with  them?' 

Charles  looked  more  impatient  than  abashed,  and  the  com- 
punction seemed  chiefly  to  rest  with  AmabeL 

'  Now,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  '  I  must  go  and  see  after  my 
poor  little  prisoner.' 

'  Ah !'  said  Laura,  as  she  went ;  '  it  was  no  kindness  in  you 
to  encourage  Charlotte  to  stay,  Amy,  when  you  know  how  often 
that  inquisitive  temper  has  got  her  into  seniles.' 

'  I  si^pose  ao,'  said  Amy,  regretfully ;  '  but  I  had  not  the 
heart  to  send  her  away.' 

*  That  is  just  what  Philip  says,  that  you  only  want  bones  and 
sinews  in  your  character  to ' 

'Come,  Laura,'  interrupted  Charles,^!  wont  hear  Philip's 
criticisms  of  my  sister.  I  had  rather  she  had  no  bones  at  all, 
than  that  they  stuck  out  and  ran  into  me.  There  are  plenty  of 
angles  already  in  the  world,  without  sharpening  hers.' 

He  possessed  himself  of  Amy's  round,  plump,  childish  hand, 
and  spread  out  over  it  his  still  whiter,  and  very  bony  fingers, 
pinching  her  'soft  pinky  cushions,'  as  he  called  them,  'not 
meant  for  studying  anatomy  upon.' 

'  Ah !  you  two  spoil  each  other  sadly,'  said  Laura,  smiling,  as 
she  left  the  room. 

'And  what  do  Philip  and  Laura  do  to  each  other?'  said 
Charles. 

'  Improve  each  other,  I  suppose,'  said  Amabel,  in  a  shy,  simple 
tone,  at  which  Charles  laughed  heartily. 

'  I  wish  I  was  as  sensible  as  Laura !'  said  she,  presently,  with 
a  sigh. 

'Never  was  a  more  absurd  wish,'  said  Charles,  tormenting 
her  hand  still  more,  and  pulling  her  curls ; '  unwish  it  forthwith. 
Where  should  I  be  without  silly  little  Amy  ?  If  every  one 
weighed  my  wit  before  laughing,  I  should  not  often  be  in  dis- 
grace for  my  high  spirits,  as  they  call  them.' 

'  I  am  so  little  younger  than  Laura,'  said  Amy,  still  sadly, 
though  smilinff. 

*  Folly,'  said  Charles ;  '  you  are  quite  wise  enough  for  your 
age,  while  Laura  is  so  prematurely  wise,  that  I  am  in  constant 
dread  that  nature  will  take  her  revenge  by  causing  her  to  do 
something  strikingly  foolish !' 

'Nonsense!'  cried  Amy,  indignantly.  'Laura  do  anything 
foolish!' 

'  What  I  should  enjoy,'  proceeded  Charles,  '  would  be  to  see 
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her  over  bead  and  ears  in  love  with  this  hero,  and  Philip  properly- 
jealous.' 

*  How  can  you  say  such  things,  Charlie  ?' 

*  Why  ?  was  there  ever  a  beauty  who  did  not  fidl  in  love  with 
her  father's  ward  ?' 

'  No ;  but  she  ought  to  live  alone  with  her  very  old  father  and 
horribly  grim  maiden  aunt.' 

*  Very  well,  Amy,  you  shall  be  the  maiden  aunt.'  And  as 
Laura  returned  at  that  moment,  he  announced  to  her  that  they 
had  been  agreeing  that  no  hero  ever  fidled  to  fall  in  love  with 
his  guardian's  beautiful  daughter. 

'  If  his  guardian  had  a  beautiful  daughter,'  said  Laura,  resolved 
not  to  be  disconcerted. 

'  Did  you  ever  hear  such  barefaced  fishing  for  compliments  ?' 
said  Charles ;  but  Amabel,  who  did  not  like  her  sister  to  be 
teased,  and  was  also  conscious  of  having  wasted  a  good  deal  of 
time,  sat  down  to  practise.  Laura  rettomed  to  her  drawing,  and 
Charles,  with  a  yawn,  listlessly  turned  over  a  newspaper,  while 
his  fair  delicate  features,  which  would  have  been  hsuidsome  but 
that  they  were  blanched,  sharpened,  and  worn  with  pain,  gra- 
dually lost  their  animated  and  rather  satirical  expression,  and 
assumed  an  air  of  weariness  and  discontent. 

Charles  was  at  this  time  nineteen,  and  for  the  last  ten  years 
had  been  afflicted  with  a  disease  in  the  hip-joint,  which,  in  spite 
of  the  most  anxious  care,  caused  him  frequent  and  severe  suffering, 
and  had  occasioned  such  a  oontracftion  of  the  limb  as  to  cripple 
him  completely,  while  his  general  health  was  so  much  affected  as 
to  render  him  an  object  of  constant  anxiet3%  His  mother  had 
always  been  his  most  devoted  and  indefatigable  nurse,  giving  up 
eveiything  for  his  sake,  and  watching  him  night  and  day.  His 
father  attended  to  his  least  caprice,  and  hu  sisters  were,  of 
course,  his  slaves ;  so  that  he  was  the  undisputed  sovereign  of 
the  whole  famil3% 

The  two  elder  girls  had  been  entirely  under  a  governess  till  % 
month  or  two  before  the  opening  of  our  story,  when  Laura  was 
old  enough  to  be  introduced ;  and  the  governess  departing,  the 
two  sisters  became  Charles's  companions  in  the  drawing-room, 
while  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  who  had  a  peculiar  taste  and  talent  for 
teaching,  undertook  little  Charlotte's  lessons  herself. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

If  the  ill  spirit  have  so  fair  a  house. 

Good  things  will  strive  to  dwell  with  't.— The  Tsmpkst. 

ONE  of  the  pleasantest  rooms  at  HoUywell  was  Mrs.  Edmon- 
stone's  dressing-room — large  and  bay-windowed,  over  the 
drawing-room,  having  little  of  the  dressing-room  but  the  name, 
and  a  toilet-table  with  a  black  and  gold  js^anned  glass,  and  curi* 
ously  shaped  boxes  to  match ;  her  room  opened  into  it  on  one 
side,  and  Charles's  on  the  other ;  it  was  a  sort  of  upstairs  par- 
lour, where  she  taught  Charlotte,  cast  up  accounts,  spoke  to  ser- 
vants, and  wrote  notes,  and  where  Charles  was  usually  to  be  found, 
when  unequal  to  coming  down  stairs.  It  had  an  air  of  great  snug- 
ness,  with  its  large  foldmg-screen,  covered  with  prints  and  carica- 
tui'cs  of  ancient  date,  its  book-shelves,  its  tables,  its  peculiarly  easy 
arm-chairs,  the  great  invalid  sofa,  and  the  grate,  which  always 
lighted  up  better  than  any  other  in  the  house. 

In  the  bright  glow  of  the  fire,  with  the  shutters  closed  and  cur- 
tains drawn,  lay  Charles  on  his  couch,  one  Monday  evenings  in  a 
gorgeous  dressing-gown  of  a  Chinese  pattern,  all  over  pagodas, 
whUe  little  Charlotte  sat  opposite  to  him,  curled  up  on  a  foot- 
stool. He  was  not  always  very  civil  to  Charlotte ;  she  sometimes 
came  into  collision  with  him,  for  she,  too,  was  a  pet,  and  had  a  will 
of  her  own,  and  at  other  times  she  could  bore  him ;  but  just  now 
they  had  a  common  interest,  and  he  was  gracious. 

*  It  is  striking  six,  so  they  must  soon  be  here.  I  wish  mamma 
would  let  me  go  down ;  but  I  must  wait  till  after  dinner.' 

*  Then,  Charlotte,  as  soon  as  you  come  in,  hold  up  your  hands, 
and  exclaim, '  What  a  guy!'     There  will  be  a  compliment !' 

'  No,  CharUe  ;  I  promised  mamma  and  Laura  that  you  should 
get  me  into  no  more  scrapes.' 

'  Did  you  P  The  next  promise  you  make  had  better  depend 
upon  yourself  alone.* 

'  But  Amy  said  I  must  be  quiet,  because  poor  Sir  Ghiy  will  be 
too  sorrowful  to  like  a  racket ;  and  when  Aniy  tells  me  to  be 
quiet,  I  know  that  I  must,  indeed.' 

'  Most  true,'  said  Charles,  laughing. 

*  Do  you  think  you  shall  like  Sir  Guy?' 

'  I  shall  be  able  to  determine,'  said  Charles,  sententiously, 
*  when  I  have  seen  whether  he  brushes  his  hair  to  the  right  or 
left.' 

'  Philip  brushes  his  to  the  left.' 
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*  Then'iindoubtedly  Sir  Guy  will  brush  his  to  the  right.' 

*  Is  there  not  some  horrid  fffcory  about  those  Monrilles  of  Bed- 
cljff&P'  asked  Charlotte.  *  I  asked  Laura,  and  she  told  me  not 
to  be  curious,  so  I  knew  there  was  something  in  it ;  and  then  I 
asked  Amy,  and  she  said  it  would  be  no  pleasure  to  me  to  know.' 

*  Ah  !  I  would  have  you  prepared.' 

'  Why,  what  is  it  ?  Oh !  dear  Charlie !  are  you  really  going 
to  tell  me  ?' 

*  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  deadly  feud  ?' 

'  I  have  read  of  them  in  the  history  of  Scotland.  They  went 
on  hating  and  killing  each  other  for  ever.  There  was  one  man 
who  made  his  enemy's  children  eat  out  of  a  pig-trough,  and  ano- 
ther who  cut  off  his  head.' 

*  His  own  f 

'  No,  his  enemy's,  and  put  it  on  the  table,  at  breakfast,  with  a 
piece  of  bread  in  its  mouth.' 

*Very  well;  whenever  Sir  Guy  serves  up  Philip's  head  at 
breakfast,  with  a  piece  of  bread  in  his  mouth,  let  me  know.' 

Charlotte  started  up.  '  Charles,  what  do  you  mean?  Such 
things  don't  happen  now.' 

'  Nevertheless,  there  is  a  deadly  feud  between  the  two  branches 
of  the  house  of  MorviUe.' 

*  But  it  is  very  wrong,'  said  Charlotte,  looking  frightened. 
'  Wrong  ?    Of  course  it  is.' 

*  Philip  wont  do  anything  wrong.  But  how  will  they  ever  get 
on?' 

'  Don't  you  see  ?  It  must  be  our  serious  endeavour  to  keep 
the  peace,  and  prevent  occasions  of  discord.' 

'  Do  you  think  anything  will  happen  ?' 

'  It  is  much  to  be  apprehended,'  said  Charles,  solemnly. 

At  that  moment  the  sound  of  wheels  was  heard,  and  Charlotte 
flew  off  to  her  private  post  of  observation,  leaving  her  brother 
delighted  at  having  mystified  her.  She  returned  on  tip-toe. 
'  Papa  and  Sir  Guy  are  come,  but  not  Philip ;  I  can't  see  him 
anywhere.' 

'  Ah !  you  have  not  looked  in  Sir  Guy's  great-coat  pocket.' 

*  1  wish  you  would  not  plague  me  so !    You  are  not  m  earnest  ?* 
The  pettish  inquiring  tone  was  exactly  what  delighted  him. 

And  he  continued  to  tease  her  in  the  same  style  till  Laura  and 
Amabel  came  running  in  with  their  report  of  the  stranger. 

*  He  is  come !'  thev  cried,  with  one  voice. 
'  Very  gentlemanlike !'  said  Laura. 

*  Very  pleasant  looking,'  said  Amy.     '  Such  fine  eyes !' 

*  And  so  much  expression,'  sidd  Laura.    '  Oh !' 

The  exclamation,  and  the  start  which  accompanied  it,  wer& 
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caused  by  hearing  her  father's  voice  close  to  the  door,  which  had 
been  left  partly  open.  *  Here  is  poor  Charles/  it  said, '  come  in, 
and  see  him ;  get  over  the  first  introduction — eh,  Guy?*  ,  And 
before  he  had  finished,  both  he  and  the  guest  were  in  the  room, 
and  Charlotte  full  of  mischievous  glee  at  her  sister's  confusion. 

*  Well,  Charlie,  boy,  how  goes  it  ?'  was  his  father's  greeting. 
'  Better,  eh  ?  Sorry  not  to  find  you  down  stairs ;  but  I  have 
brought  Guy  to  see  you.'  Then,  as  Charles  sat  up  and  shook 
hands  with  Sir  Guy,  he  continued — *  A  fine  chance  for  you,  as  I 
was  telling  him,  to  have  a  companion  always  at  hand :  a  fine 
chance?  eh,  Charhe  P' 

'  I  am  not  so  unreasonable  as  to  expect  any  one  to  be  always  at 
hand,'  said  Charles,  smiling,  as  he  looked  up  at  the  firank,  open 
face,  and  lustrous  hazel  eyes  turned  on  him  with  compassion  at 
the  sight  of  his  crippled,  helpless  figure,  and  with  a  bright,  cor- 
dial promise  of  kindness. 

As  he  spoke,  a  pattering  sound  approached,  the  door  was  pushed 
open,  and  while  Sir  Ghiy  exclaimed, '  O,  Bustle !  Bustle !  I  am 
very  sorry,'  there  suddenly  appeared  a  large  beautiful  spaniel, 
with  a  long  silky  black  and  white  coat,  jetty  curled  ears,  tan  spots 
above  his  intelligent  eyes,  and  tan  legs,  fringed  with  silken  waves 
of  hair.  There  he  stood,  wagging  his  tail  at  having  found  his 
master,  but  crouching  and  looking  beseeching  at  meeting  no  wel- 
come, while  Sir  Guy  seemed  much  distressed  at  his  intnision. 

*  0  you  beauty!'  cried  Charles.     *  Come  here,  you  fine  fellow.' 
Bustle  only  looked  wistfully  at  his  master,  and  moved  nothing  , 

but  his  feather  of  a  tail. 

*  Ah !  I  was  a&aid  you  would  repent  of  your  kindness,'  said  Sir 
Guy  to  Mr.  Edmonstone. 

'Not  at  all,  not  at  all!'  was  the  answer;  'mamma  never 
objects  to  in-door  pets,  eh,  Amy?' 

'  A  tender  subject,  papa,'  said  Laura ;  '  poor  Pepper !' 

Amy,  ashamed  of  her  disposition  to  cry  at  the  remembrance  of 
the  dear  departed  rough  terrier,  bent  down  to  hide  her  glowing 
face,  and  held  out  her  hand  to  the  dog,  which  at  last  ventured  to 
advance,  still  creeping  with  his  body  curved  till  his  tail  was  fore- 
most, looking  imploringly  at  his  master,  as  if  to  entreat  his 
pardon. 

*Are  you  sure  you  don't  dislike  it?'  inquired  Sir  Guy,  of 
Charles. 

*  I  ?    O  no.     Here,  you  fine  creature.' 

'  Come,  then,  behave  like  a  rational  dog,  since  you  are  come,' 
said  Sir  Guy;  and  Bustle,  resuming  the  deportment  of  a  spirited 
and  well-bred  spaniel,  no  longer  crouched  and  curled  himself  into 
the  shape  of  a  comma,  but  bounded,  wagged  his  tail,  thrust  his 
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nose  into  his  master's  hand,  and  then  proceeded  to  reconnoitre 
the  rest  of  the  companj,  paying  especial  attention  to  Charles, 
putting  his  fore-paws  on  the  sofa,  and  rearing  himself  up  to  con- 
template him  with  a  grave,  polite  curiosiiy,  that  was  very  di- 
verting. 

'Well,  old  fellow,*  said  Charles,  'did  you  ever  see  the  like  of 
such  a  dressing-gown  ?  Are  you  satisfied  p  Give  me  your  paw, 
and  let  us  swear  an  eternal  friendship.' 

'  I  am  quite  glad  to  see  a  dog  in  the  house  again,'  said  Laara ; 
and,  afber  a  few  more  compliments,  Bustle  and  his  master  fol- 
lowed Mr.  Edmonstone  out  of  the  room. 

'One  of  my  father's  well-judged  proceedings,'  murmured 
Charles.  '  That  poor  fellow  had  rather  have  gone  a  dozen  miles 
further  than  have  heen  lugged  in  here.  Eeally,  if  papa  chooses 
to  inflict  such  diessing-sowns  on  me,  he  should  g^ve  me  notice 
before  he  brings  men  and  dogs  to  make  me  their  laughing-stock!' 

'  An  unlucky  moment,'  said  Laura.  '  Will  my  cheeks  ever 
cool?' 

'  Perhaps  he  did  not  hear,'  said  Amabel,  consolingly. 

'You  did  not  ask  about  Philip?'  said  Charlotte,  with  great 
earnestness. 

'  He  is  staying  at  Thomdale,  and  then  going  to  St.  Mildred's, 
said  Laura. 

'  I  hope  you  are  relieved,'  said  her  brother ;  and  she  looked  in 
doubt  whether  she  ought  to  laugh. 

'  And  what  do  you  think  of  Sir  Guy?' 

*  May  he  only  be  worthy  of  his  dog !'  replied  Charles. 

*Ah!'  said  Laura,  'many  men  are  neither  worthy  of  their 
wives,  nor  of  their  dogs.' 

'  Dr.  Henley,  I  suppose,  is  the  foondation  of  that  aphorism,* 
said  Charles. 

>If  Mai^aret  Morville  could  marry  him,  she  could  hardly  be 
too  worthy,'  said  Laura.  '  Think  of  throwing  away  Philip's  whole 
TOul!' 

'  O  Laura,  she  could  not  lose  that,'  said  Amabel. 

Laura  looked  as  if  she  knew  more ;  but  at  that  moment,  both 
her  father  and  mother  entered,  the  former  rubbing  his  hands,  as 
he  always  did  when  much  pleased,  and  sending  his  voice  before 
him,  as  he  exclaimed, '  Well,  Charlie,  well,  young  ladies,  is  not  he 
a  fine  fellow—eh?' 

'  Bather  under-sized,'  said  Charles. 

*  Eh  ?  He'll  grow.  He  is  not  eighteen,  you  know;  plenty  of 
time ;  a  very  good  height ;  you  can't  expect  every  one  to  be  as 
tall  as  Philip ;  but  he's  a  capital  fellow.  And  how  have  jrou 
been  ? — any  pain  ?' 
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'  Hem — ^rather,'  said  Charles,  shortly,  for  he  hated  answering 
kind  inquiries,  when  out  of  humour. 

'Ah,  that's  a  pity;  I  was  sorry  not  to  find  you  in  the  drawing- 
room,  but  I  thought  you  would  have  liked  just  to  see  him,'  said 
Mr.  Edmonstone,  disappointed,  and  apologizing. 

'  I  had  rather  have  had  some  notice  of  your  intention,*  said 
Charles ;  '  I  would  have  made  myself  fit  to  he  seen.' 

'  I  am  sorry.  I  thought  you  would  have  liked  his  coming,* 
said  poor  Mr.  Edmonstone,  only  half  conscious  of  his  offence ; 
'  but  I  see  you  are  not  well  this  evening.' 

Worse  and  worse,  for  it  was  equivalent  to  openly  telling  Charles 
he  was  out  of  humour ;  and  seeing,  as  he  did,  his  mother's  motive, 
he  was  still  further  annoyed  when  she  hastily  interposed  a  ques* 
tion  about  Sir  Guy. 

*  You  should  only  hear  them  talk  about  him  at  Eedclyffe,'  said 
Mr.  Edmonstone.  '  No  one  was  ever  equal  to  him,  according  to 
them.  Everyone  said  the  same — clergyman,  old  Markham,  all 
of  them.  Such  attention  to  his  grandfather,  such  proper  feelings 
so  good-natured,  not  a  bit  of  pride — ^it  is  my  firm  belief  that  he 
will  make  up  for  all  his  fiunily  before  him.' 

Charles  set  up  his  eyebrows  sarcastically. 

'  How  does  he  get  on  with  Philip  f '  inquired  Laura. 

'  Excellently.  Just  what  could  be  wished.  Philip  is  delighted 
with  him ;  and  I  have  been  telling  Guy  all  the  way  home  what 
a  capital  friend  he  will  be,  and  he  is  quite  inclined  to  lodL  up  to 
him.'  Charles  made  an  exaggerated  gesture  of  astonishment,  un- 
seen by  his  father.  *  I  told  him  to  bring  his  dog.  He  would 
have  left  it,  but  they  seemed  so  fond  of  each  other,  I  thought  it 
was  a  pity  to  part  them,  and  that  I  could  promise  it  shomd  be 
"welcome  here ;  eh,  mamma  p' 

*  Certainly.     I  am  very  glad  you  brought  it.* 

'  We  are  to  have  his  horse  and  man  in  a  little  while.  A  beau- 
tiful chesnut — anything  to  raise  his  spirits.  He  is  terribly  cut 
up  about  his  grandfather.' 

It  was  now  time  to  go  down  to  dinner;  and  after  Charles 
had  made  faces  of  weariness  and  disgust  at  all  the  viands  proposed 
to  him  by  his  mother,  almost  imploring  him  to  like  them,  and 
had  at  last  ungraciously  given  her  leave  to  send  what  he  could 
not  quite  say  he  disliked,  he  was  left  to  carry  on  his  teasing  of 
Charlotte,  and  his  grumbling  over  the  dinner,  for  about  the  space 
of  an  hour,  when  Amabel  came  back  to  him,  and  Charlotte  went 
down. 

'  Hum !'  he  exclaimed.     '  Another  swan  of  my  father's.' 

'  Did  not  you  like  his  looks  ?' 

'  I  saw  only  an  angular  hobbetyhoy.' 
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'  But  every  one  at  Eedcljffe  speaks  so  well  of  him.' 

*  As  if  the  «ame  things  were  not  said  of  every  heir  to  more 
acres  than  hrains!  However,  I  could  have  swallowed  everything 
but  the  disposition  to  adore  Philip.  Either  it  was  gammon  on 
his  part,  or  else  the  work  of  my  father's  imagination.' 

'  For  shame,  Charlie.' 

'Is  it  within  the  bounds  of  probability  that  he  should  bo  willing, 
at  the  bidding  of  his  guardian,  to  adopt  as  Mentor  his  very  cor- 
rect and  sententious  cousin,  a  poor  subaltern,  and  the  next  m  the 
entail  P  Depend  upon  it,  it  is  a  fiction  created  either  by  papa's 
hopes  or  Philip's  self-complacency,  or  else  the  unfortunate  youth 
must  have  been  brought  very  low  by  strait-lacing  and  milk-and-> 
water.' 

'  Mr.  Thomdale  is  willing  to  look  up  to  Philip.' 

'  I  don't  think  the  Thomdale  swan  very — ^very  much  better 
than  a  tame  goose,'  said  Charles ;  *  but  the  coalition  is  not  so 
monstrous  in  his  case,  since  Philip  was  a  friend  of  his  own  picking 
and  choosing,  and  so  his  father's  adoption  did  not  succeed  in 
repelling  him.  But  that  Morville  should  receive  this  '  young 
man's  companion,'  on  the  word  of  a  guardian  whom  he  never  set 
eyes  on  before,  is  too  incredible — ^utterly  mythical,  I  assure  you, 
Amy.     And  how  did  you  get  on  at  dinner  ?' 

*  O  the  dog  is  the  most  delightful  creature  I  ever  saw,  so  sen- 
sible and  well  mannered.' 

'  It  was  of  the  man  that  I  asked.' 

'  He  said  hardly  anything,  and  sometimes  started  if  papa  spoke 
to  him  suddenly.  He  winoed  as  if  he  could  not  bear  to  be  called 
Sir  Guy,  so  papa  said  we  should  call  him  only  by  his  name,  if  he 
would  do  the  same  by  us.  I  am  glad  of  it,  for  it  seems  more 
friendly,  and  I  am  sure  he  wants  to  be  comforted.' 

'  Don't  waste  your  compassion,  my  dear;  few  men  need  it  less. 
With  his  property,  those  moors  to  shoot  over,  his  own  master, 
and  with  health  to  enjoy  it,  there  are  plenty  who  would  change 
with  him,  for  all  your  pity,  mjr  silly  little  Amy.' 

*  Surely  not,  with  that  horrible  ancestry.' 

*  All  very  well  to  plume  oneself  upon.  I  rather  covet  that 
ghost  myself.' 

•Well,  if  you  watched  his  face,I  think  you  would  besorry  for  him.' 

*  I  am  tired  of  the  sound  of  his  name !  One  fifth  of  November 
is  enough  in  the  year.  Here,  find  something  to  read  to  me 
among  that  trumpery.' 

Amy  read  till  she  was  summoned  to  tea,  when  she  found  a 
conversation  going  on  about  Philip,  on  whose  history  Sir  Guy 
did  not  seem  fully  informed.  PhiHp  was  the  son  of  Archdeacon 
Morville,  Mrs.  Edmonstone's  brother,  an  admirable  and  superior 
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man,  who  had  been  dead  about  five  years.  He  left  three  children, 
Margaret  and  Fann j,  twenty-five  and  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
and  Philip,  just  seventeen.  The  boy  was  at  the  head  of  his 
school,  highly  distinguished  for  application  and  good  conduct ; 
he  had  attained  every  honour  there  open  to  him,  won  golden 
opinions  from  all  concerned  with  him,  and  made  proof  of  &ents 
which  could  not  have  failed  to  raise  him  to  the  highest  university 
distinctions.  He  was  absent  from  home  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
death,  which  took  place  after  so  short  an  illness,  that  there  had 
been  no  time  to  summon  him  back  to  Stylehurst.  Very  little 
property  was  left  to  be  divided  among  the  three ;  and  as  soon  as 
Philip  perceived  how  small  was  the  provision  for  his  sisters,  he 
gave  up  his  hopes  of  university  honours,  and  obtained  a  commis- 
sion in  the  army. 

On  hearing  tiiis.  Sir  Ghiy  started  forward :  'Noble !'  he  cried, 
*and  yet  what  a  pity!  If  my  grandfather  had  but  known 
it ' 

'  Ah!  I  was  convinced  of  that,^  broke  in  Mr.  Edmonstone,  'and 
80, 1  am  sure,  was  Philip  himself;  but  in  fact  he  knew  we  should 
never  have  given  our  consent,  so  he  acted  quite  by  himself,  wrote 
to  Lord  T}iomdale,  and  never  said  a  word,  even  to  his  sisters,  till 
the  thing  was  done.    I  never  was  more  surprised  in  my  life.' 

'  One  would  almost  envy  him  the  opportunity  of  making  such 
a  sacrifice,'  said  Sir  Guy, '  yet  one  must  lament  it.' 

*■  It  was  done  in  a  hasty  spirit  of  independence,'  said  Mrs.  Ed- 
monstone ;  '  I  believe  if  he  had  got  a  fellowship  at  Oxford,  it 
would  have  answered  much  better.' 

'  And  now  that  poor  Fanny  is  dead,  and  Margaret  married, 
there  is  all  his  expensive  education  thrown  away,  and  all  for 
nothing,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone. 

'  Ah,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  '  he  planned  for  them  to  go  on 
living  at  Stylehurst,  so  that  it  would  still  have  been  his  home. 
It  is  a  great  pity,  for  his  talent  is  thrown  away,  and  he  is  not 
fond  of  his  profession.' 

'  You  must  not  suppose,  though,  that  he  is  not  a  practical 
man,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone;  '  I  had  rather  take  his  opimon  than 
any  one's,  especially  about  a  horse,  and  there  is  no  end  to  what 
I  hear  about  his  good  sense,  and  the  use  he  is  of  to  the  other 
young  men.' 

'  You  should  tell  about  Mr.  Thomdale,  papa,'  said  Laura. 

'  Ah !  that  is  a  feather  in  master  Philip's  cap ;  besides,  he  \& 
your  neighbour — at  least,  his  father  is.' 

^  I  suppose  you  know  Lord  Thomdale  ?'  said  Mrs.  Edmon- 
stone, in  exphmation. 

'  I  have  seen  him  once  at  the  Quarter  Sessions,'  said  Sir  Guy; 
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'  but  he  livee  on  the  other  side  of  Moorworth,  aad  there  was  no 
yiMting.* 

'Well,  this  youth,  James  Thomdale,  the  second  son,  waa 
Phitip's  fag.' 

'  Philip  says  he  was  always  licking  himl'  interposed  Charlotte. 

*■  He  kept  him  out  of  some  scrape  or  other/  continued  Mr. 
Edmonstone.  '  Lord  Thomdale  was  vcviy  much  obliged  to  him, 
had  him  to  stay  at  his  house,  took  pretty  much  to  him  altogether. 
It  was  through  him  that  Philip  applied  for  his  commission,  and 
he  has  put  his  son  into  the  same  regiment,  on  purpose  to  hay^ 
him  under  Philip's  eye.  There  he  is  at  Broadstone,  as  gentle* 
manlike  a  youth  as  I  would  wish  to  see.  We  will  have  him  to 
dinner  some  day,  and  Maurice  too — eh,  mamma  ?  Maarice — he 
is  a  young  Irish  cousin  of  my  own,  a  capital  fellow  at  the  bot- 
tom, but  a  regular  thoroughgoing  rattle.  That  was  my  doing. 
I  told  his  fibther  that  he  co^d  not  do  better  than  pat  him  into 
the  — ^th.  Nothing  like  a  steady  friend  and  a  good  example,  I 
said,  and  Kilcoran  always  takes  my  adyice,  and  I  don't  think  he 
has  been  sony.  Maunoe  has  kept  much  more  out  of  scrapes 
of  late.' 

'  O  papa,'  exclaimed  Charlotte,  '  Maurioe  has  been  out  riding 
on  a  hir«l  horse,  racing  with  Mr.  Gk>rdon,  and  the  horse  tum- 
bled down  at  the  bottom  of  East-hill,  and  broke  its  knees.' 

*'  That's  the  way,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone, '  the  instant  my  back 
is  turned.' 

Thereupon  the  family  fell  into  a  discussion  of  home  affiurs,  and 
thought  little  more  of  thdr  silent  guest. 


CHAPTER  ni. 

The  hues  of  bliw  more  biwhtly  glow 
Ghastiaed  by  sober  tints  of  woe. — Gbat. 

'  TTTHAT  use  shall  I  make  of  himP'  said  Charles  to  himself, 
VY    as  he  studied  Sir  Guy  Morrille,  who  sat  by  the  table, 
with  a  book  in  his  hand. 

He  had  the  unformed  look  of  a  growing  boy,  and  was  so  slender 
as  to  appear  taller  than  he  really  was.  He  had  an  air  of  great 
activity;  and  though  he  sat  leaning  back,  there  was  no  lounging 
in  his  attitude,,  and  at  the  first  summons  he  roused  up  with  an 
air  of  alert  attention  that  recalled  to  mind  the  eager  head  of  a 
ligtening  greyhound.  He  had  no  pretension  to  be  called  hand- 
some ;  his  eyes  were  his  best  feature ;  they  were  very  peculiar, 
of  a  light  hazel,  darker  towards  the  outside  of  the  iris,  very  bril- 
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liant,  the  whites  tinted  with  blue,  and  the  lashes  uncommonly 
^  thick  and  black ;  the  eyebrows  were  also  very  dark,  and  of  a 
sharply-defined  angular  shape,  but  the  hair  was  much  lighter, 
loose,  soft,  and  wavy;  the  natural  fairness  of  the  complexion  was 
shown  by  the  whiteness  of  the  upper  part  of  the  forehead,  though 
the  rest  of  the  face,  as  well  as  the  small  taper  hands,  were  tanned 
by  sunshine  and  sea-breezes,  into  a  fresh,  hardy  brown,  glowing 
with  red  on  the  cheeks. 

'What  use  shall  I  make  of  him?'  proceeded  Charles's  thoughts* 
*  He  wont  be  worth  his  salt  if  he  goes  on  in  this  way;  he  has  got 
a  graver  specimen  of  literature  there  than  I  ever  saw  Philip 
himself  read  on  a  week-day;  he  has  been  puritanized  till  he  is 
good  for  nothing ;  I'll  trouble  myself  no  more  about  him !'  He 
tried  to  read,  but  presently  looked  up  again.  '  Plague !  I  can't 
keep  my  thoughts  off  him.  That  sober  look  does  not  sit  on  that 
sun-burnt  face  as  if  it  were  native  to  it ;  those  eyes  don't  look  as 
if  the  Bedclyffe  spirit  was  extinguished.' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  came  in,  and  looking  roimd,  as  if  to  find 
some  occupation  for  her  guest,  at  length  devised  setting  him  to 
play  at  che^s  with  Charles.  Charles  gave  her  an  amiable  look, 
expressing  that  neither  liked  it ;  but  she  was  pretty  well  used  to 
domg  him  good  against  his  will,  and  trusted  to  its  coming  right 
in  time.  Charles  was  a  capital  chess-player,  and  seldom  found 
any  one  who  could  play  well  enough  to  afford  him  much  real 
sport,  but  he  found  Sir  Guy  more  nearly  a  match  than  ofben  fell 
to  his  lot ;  it  was  a  bold  dashing  game,  that  obliged  him  to  be 
on  his  g^uard,  and  he  was  once  so  taken  by  surprise  as  to  be 
absolutely  check-mated.  His  ill-humour  evaporated,  he  was 
delighted  to  find  an  opponent  worth  playing  with,  and  hence- 
forth there  were  games  almost  every  morning  or  evening,  though 
Sir  Guy  seemed  not  to  care  much  about  them,  except  for  the  sake 
of  pleasing  him. 

When  left  to  himself,  Guy  spent  his  time  in  reading  or  in 
walking  about  the  lanes  alone.  He  used  to  sit  in  the  bay-window 
of  the  drawing-room  with  his  book;  but  sometimes,  when  they 
least  expected  it,  the  girls  would  find  his  quick  eyes  following 
them  with  an  air  of  amused  curiosity,  as  Amabel  wait^  on 
Charles  and  her  flowers,  or  Laura  drew,  wrote  letters,  and  strove 
to  keep  down  the  piles  of  books  and  periodicals  under  which  it 
seemed  as  if  her  brother  might  some  day  be  stifled — ^a  vain  task, 
for  he  was  sure  to  want  immediately  whatever  she  put  out  of 
his  reach. 

Laura  and  Amabel  both  played  and  sung,  the  former  remark- 
ably well ;  and  the  first  time  they  had  any  music  after  the  arrival 
of  Sir  Guy,  his  look  of  delighted  attention  struck  everyone.    He 
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ventured  nearer,  stood  by  the  piano  when  thej  practiaed,  and  at 
last  joined  in  with  a  few  notes  of  so  ftdl  and  melodious  a  voice, 
that  Laura  turned  round  in  surprise,  exclaiming, '  You  sing  bet* 
ter  than  any  of  us !' 

He  coloured.  '  I  beg  your  pardon,'  he  said, '  I  could  not  help 
it ;   I  know  nothing  of  music. 

*  Really!'  said  Laura,  smiling  incredulously. 

*  I  don't  even  know  the  notes.' 

'  Then  you  must  have  a  very  good  ear.    Let  us  tiy  again.' 

The  sisters  were  again  charmed  and  surprised,  and  Guv  looked 
gratified,  as  people  do  at  the  discovery  of  a  fiiculty  which  they 
are  particularly  glad  to  possess.  It  was  the  first  time  he  ap- 
peared to  brighten,  and  Laura  and  her  mother  agreed  that  it 
would  do  him  good  to  have  plenty  of  music,  and  to  try  to  train 
that  fine  voice.  He  was  beginning  to  interest  them  all  greatly 
by  his  great  helpfulness  and  kindness  to  Charles,  as  he  learnt 
the  sort  of  assistance  he  required,  as  well  as  by  the  silent  grief 
that  showed  how  much  attached  he  must  have  been  to  his 
grandfather. 

On  the  first  Sundav,  Mrs.  Edmonstone  coming  intp  the  draw* 
ing-room  at  about  half-past  five,  found  him  sittuig  alone  by  the 
fire,  his  dog  lying  at  his  feet.  As  he  started  up,  she  asked  if  he 
had  been  here  in  the  dark  ever  since  church-time  ? 

'  I  have  not  wanted  light,'  he  answered  with  a  sigh,  long,  deep, 
and  irrepressible,  and  as  she  stiii«d  the  fire,  the  fiame  revealed 
to  her  the  traces  of  tears.    She  longed  to  comfort  him,  and  said-^ 

'  This  Sunday  twilight  is  a  quiet  time  for  thinking.' 

*  Yes,'  he  said;  '  how  few  Sunday  ago — '  and  there  he.  paused, 
'Ah !  you  had  so  little  preparation.' 

'None.  That  very  morning  he  had  done  bunness  with 
Markham,  and  had  never  been  more  clear  and  collected.' 

'  Were  you  with  him  when  he  was  taken  ill?'  asked  Mrs.  Ed- 
monstone, perceiving  that  it  would  be  a  relief  to  him  to  talk. 

'  No ;  it  was  just  before  dinner.  I  had  been  shooting,  and 
went  into  the  libraiy  to  tell  him  where  I  had  been.  Me  was 
well  then,  for  he  spoke,  but  it  was  getting  dark,  and  I  did  not 
see  his  face.  I  don't  think  I  was  ten  minutes  dressing,  but 
when  I  came  down,  he  had  sunk  back  in  his  chair.  I  saw  it  was 
not  sleep-— I  rang — and  when  Amaud  came,  we  knew  how  it 
was.'    His  voice  became  low  with  strong  emotion. 

'  Did  he  recover  his  consciousness  ?' 

*  Yes,  that  was  the  comfort,'  said  Ghiy,  eagerly.  *  It  was  after 
he  had  been  bled  that  he  seemed  to  wake  up.  He  could  not 
speak  or  move,  but  he  looked  at  m&— or — ^I  don't  know  what  I 
should  have  done.'     The  last  words  were  almost  inaudible  from 
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the  gash  of  tears  that  he  vainly  struggled  to  repress,  and  he  was 
ttiming  away  to  hide  them,  when  he  saw  that  Mrs.  Edmonstone^s 
were  flowing  fast. 

'  You  had  great  reason  to  he  attached  to  him !'  said  she,  as 
soon  as  she  could  speak. 

'  Indeed,  indeed  I  had.'  And  after  a  long  silence — '  He  was 
everything  to  me,  everything  from  the  first  hour  I  can  recollect. 
He  never  let  me  miss  my  parents.  How  he  attended  to  all  my 
pleasures  and  wishes,  how  he  watched  and  cared  for  me,  and  here 
with  me,  even  I  can  never  know.' 

He  spoke  in  short  half  sentences  of  intense  feeling,  and  Mrs. 
£dmonstone  was  much  moved  by  such  affection  in  one  said  to 
have  been  treated  with  an  excess  of  strictness,  much  compassion- 
ating  the  lonely  boy,  who  had  lost  every  family  tie  in  one. 

*  When  the  first  pain  of  the  sudden  parting  has  passed,'  said 
she,  *  you  will  like  to  remember  the  affection  which  you  knew 
how  to  value.' 

'  If  I  had  but  known !'  said  Ghiy;  '  but  there  was  I,  hasty, 
reckless,  disregarding  his  comfort,  rebelling  against — O,  what 
would  I  not  give  to  have  those  restraints  restoreid !' 

^It  is  what  we  all  feel  in  such  losses,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 
*  There  is  always  much  to  wish  otherwise ;  but  I  am  sure  you 
can  have  the  hf^piness  of  knowing  you  were  his  great  comfort.' 

^  It  was  what  I  ought  to  have  been.' 

She  knew  that  nothing  could  have  been  more  filial  and  affec* 
tionate  than  his  conduct,  and  tried  to  say  something  of  the  kind, 
but  he  would  not  listen. 

.  '  That  is  worst  of  all,'  he  said ;  '  and  you  must  not  trust  what 
they  sav  of  me.  They  would  be  sure  to  praise  me,  if  I  was  any- 
thing snort  of  a  brute.' 

A  silence  ensued,  while  Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  trying  to  think 
ef  some  consolation.  Suddenly  Guy  looked  up,  and  spoke 
eagerly: — 

*  I  want  to  ask  something — ^a  great  favour — ^but  you  make  me 
venture.  You  see  how  I  am  left  alone — ^you  know  how  little  I 
can  trust  mvself.  Will  you  take  me  in  hand — ^let  me  talk  to 
you — ^and  teU  me  if  I  am  wrong,  as  &eely  a£  if  I  were  Charles  P 
I  know  it  is  asking  a  great  deal,  but  you  knew  my  grandfather, 
and  it  is  in  his  name.' 

She  held  out  her  hand,  and  with  tears  answered — 

'  Indeed  I  will,  if  I  see  any  occasion.' 

'  You  will  let  me  trust  to  you  to  tell  me  when  I  get  too 
vehement  ?  above  all,  when  you  see  my  temper  failing  ?  Thank 
you;  you  don't  know  what  a  relief  it  is!' 

'  But  you  must  not  call  yourself  alone.  You  are  one  of  us 
now.* 
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'  Yes;  since  you  have  made  that  promise/  said  Ghiy,  and  for 
the  first  time  she  saw  the  full  beauty  of  his  smile —a  sort  of 
sweetness  and  radiance  of  which  eye  and  brow  partook  almost  as 
much  as  the  lips.    It  alone  would  have  gained  her  heart. 

'  I  must  look  on  you  as  a  kind  of  nephew,'  she  added,  kindly. 

*  I  used  to  hear  so  much  of  you  from  my  brother.' 

'Oh!'  cried  Guy,  lighting  up,  'Archdeacon  Morville  was 
always  so  kind  to  me.     I  remember- him  very  well !' 

'  Ah !  I  wish '  there  she  paused,  and  added, — '  it  is  not 

right  to  wish  such  things — and  Philip  is  very  like  his  father.' 

'  I  am  very  glad  his  regiment  is  so  near.  I  want  to  know  him 
better.' 

'  You  knew  him  at  Bedclyffe,  when  he  was  staying  there  F' 

'  Yes,'  said  Guy,  his  colour  rising;  "  but  I  wbs  a  boy  then,  and 
a  very  foolish,  headstrong  one.  I  am  glad  to  meet  him  again. 
What  a  grand-looking  person  he  is !' 

'  We  are  very  proud  of  him,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  smiling. 

*  I  don't  think  there  has  been  an  hour's  anxiety  about  him  since 
he  was  bom.' 

The  conversation  was  interrupted  by  the  sound  of  Charles's 
crutches  slowly  crossing  the  hall.  Guy  sprung  to  help  him  to 
his  sofa,  and  then,  without  speaking,  hurried  up-stairs. 

'  Manuna,  tete'Or-tite  with  the  silent  one !'  exclaimed  Charles. 

'  I  will  not  tell  you  all  I  think  of  him,'  said  she,  leaving  the 
room. 

'Hum!'  soliloquised  Charles.  'That  means  that  my  lady 
mother  has  adopted  him,  and  thinks  I  should  laugh  at  her,  or 
straightway  set  up  a  dislike  to  him,  knowing  my  contempt  for 
heroes  and  hero-worship.  It's  a  treat  to  have  Philip  out  of  the 
way,  and  if  it  was  but  possible  to  get  out  of  hearing  of  his  per-* 
fection,  I  should  have  some  peace.  If  I  thought  this  fellow  had 
one  spice  of  the  kind,  I'd  never  trouble  my  head  about  him  mote ; 
and  yet  I  don't  believe  he  has  such  a  pair  of  hawk's  eyes  for 
notlung !' 

The  hawk's  eyes,  as  Charles  called  them,  shone  brighter  from 
that  day  forth,  and  their  owner  began  to  show  more  interest  in 
what  passed  around.  Laura  was  much  amused  by  ^  little  con- 
versation she  held  with  him  one  day  when  a  party  of  their 
younger  neighbours  were  laughing  and  talking  nonsense  round 
Charles's  sofa.  He  was  sitting  a  little  way  off  in  silence,  and 
she  took  advantage  of  the  loud  laughing  to  say : 

'  You  think  this  is  not  very  satisfactory  P'  And  as  he  gave  a 
quick  glance  of  inquiry, — '  Don't  mind  saying  so.  Philip  and  I 
often  agree  that  it  is  a  pity  to  spend  so  much  time  in  laughing 
at  nothing — at  such  nonsense.' 
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'  Is  it  nonsense  ?' 

*  Listen — ^no,  don't,  it  is  too  silly.* 

*  Nonsense  must  be  an  excellent  thing  if  it  makes  people  so 
happy/  said  Gny,  thoughtfully.  '  Look  at  them;  they  are  like 
— not  a  picture-— that  has  no  life — but  a  dream — or,  perhaps,  a 
scene  in  a  play.' 

*  Did  you  never  see  anything  like  it  ?* 

'Oh,  no!  All  the  morning  calls  I  ever  saw  were  formal, 
every  one  stiff,  and  speaking  by  rote,  or  talking  politics.  How 
glad  I  used  to  be  to  get  on  horseback  again !  But  to  see  these 
— ^why,  it  is  like  the  shepherd's  glimpse  at  the  pbdes ! — as  one 
reads  a  new  book,  or  watches  what  one  only  half  understands — 
a  rook's  parliament,  or  a  gathering  of  sea-fowl  on  the  Shag 
Rock.' 

*  A  rook's  parliament  ?* 

'  The  people  at  home  call  it  a  rook's  parliament  when  a  whole 
doud  of  rooks  settle  6n  some  bare,  wide  common,  and  sit  there 
as  if  they  were  consulting,  not  feeding,  only  stalking  about  with 
drooping  wings,  and  solemn,  black  cloaks.' 

'  1  ou  have  found  a  flattering  simile,'  said  Laura, '  as  you  know 
that  rooks  never  open  their  mouths  without  cause.' 

Guy  had  never  heard  the  riddle,  but  he  caught  the  pun  in- 
stantly, and  the  clear  meny  sound  of  his  hearty  laugh  surprised 
Charles,  who  instantly  noted  it  as  another  proof  that  there  was 
some  life  in  him. 

Indeed,  each  day  b^an  to  make  it  evident  that  he  had,  on  the 
whole,  rather  a  superabundance  of  animation  than  otherwise. 
He  was  quite  confidential  with  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  on  whom  he 
used  to  lavish,  with  boyish  eagerness,  all  that  interested  him, 
carrying  her  the  passages  in  books  that  pleased  him,  telling  her 
about  Kedclyffe's  affairs,  and  giving  her  his  letters  firom  Mark* 
ham,  the  steward.  His  head  was  full  of  his  horse,  Deloraine, 
which  was  coming  to  him  under  the  diarge  of  a  groom,  and  the 
consultations  were  endless  about  the  means  of  transport,  Mr. 
Edmonstone  almost  as  eager  about  it  as  he  was  himself. 

He  did  not  so  quickly  become  at  home  with  the  younger 
portion  of  the  family,  but  his  spirits  rose  every  day.  He  whistled 
as  he  walked  in  the  garden,  and  Bustle,  instead  of  pacing  soberly 
behmd  him,  now  capered,  nibbled  his  pockets,  and  drew  him  into 
games  of  play  which  Charles  and  Amabel  "^ere  charmed  to  over- 
look from  the  dressing-room  window.  There  was  Guy,  leaping, 
bounding,  racing,  roUmg  the  dog  over,  tripping  him  up,  twitch- 
ing his  ears,  tickling  his  feet,  catching  at  his  tail,  laughing  at 
Bustle's  springs,  contortions,  and  harmless  open-mouthed  attacks, 
while  the  dog  did  little  less  than  laugh  too,  with  his  intelligent 
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amber  eyes,  and  black  and  red  mouth.  Charles  began  to  find 
a  new  interest  in  his  listless  life  in  the  attempt  to  draw  Guy  out, 
and  make  him  give  one  of  his  merry  laughs.  In  this,  however, 
he  failed  when  his  wit  consisted  in  allusions  to  the  novels  of  the 
day,  of  which  Guy  knew  nothing.  One  morning  he  imderwent 
a  r^ular  examination,  ending  in — 

*  Have  you  read  anything  r 

'  I  am  afraid  I  am  very  ignorant  of  modem  books.* 

*  Have  you  read  the  ancient  ones  P'  asked  Laura. 

*  I've  had  nothing  else  to  read.* 

'  Nothing  to  read  but  ancient  books !'  exclaimed  Amabel,  with 
a  mixture  of  pity  and  astonishment.  % 

'  Sanchoniathon,  Manetho,  Berosus,  and  Ocellus  Lucanus!' 
said  Guy,  smiling. 

'  There,  Amy,'  said  Charles,  '  if  he  has  the  Yicar  of  Wakefield 
among  his  ancient  books,  you  need  not  pity  him.* 

*  It  is  like  Philip,*  said  Laura ;  '  he  was  brought  up  on  the  old 
standard  books,  instead  of  his  time  being  frittered  away  on  the 
host  of  idle  modem  ones.* 

*  He  was  free  to  concentrate  his  attention  on  Sir  Charles  Gban- 
dison,*  said  Charles. 

'  How  could  any  one  do  so  P*  said  Guy.  '  How  could  any  one 
have  any  sympathy  with  such  a  piece  of  self-satisfaction  P* 

*  Who  could  ?     Eh,  Laura  ?'  said  Charles. 

'  I  never  read  it,'  said  Laura,  suspecting  malice. 

*  What  is  your  opinion  of  perfect  heroes  ?'  continued  Charles. 

'  Here  comes  one,'  whisp^ed  Amy  to  her  brother,  blushing  at 
her  piece  of  naughtiness,  as  Philip  Morvilie  entered  the  room. 

After  the  first  greetings  and  inquiries  after  his  sister,  whom 
he  had  been  visiting,  Laura  told  him  what  they  had  been  saying 
of  the  advantage  of  a  scanty  range  of  reading. 

'  Tme,*  said  Philip;  '  I  have  often  been  struck  by  finding  how 
imorant  people  are,  even  of  Shakspeare;  and  I  believe  the  blame 
chiefly  rests  on  the  cheap  rubbish  in  which  Charlie  is  nearly 
walled  up  there.* 

'  Ay,'  said  Charles,  '  and  who  haunts  that  rubbish  at  the  be* 
ginning  of  every  month  P  I  suppose  to  act  as  pioneer,  though 
whether  any  one  but  Laura  heeds  his  warnings,  remains  to  be 
proved.' 

'  Laura  does  heed  ?'  asked  Philip,  well  pleased. 

'  I  made  her  read  me  the  part  of  Dombey  that  hurts  women's 
feelings  most,  just  to  see  if  she  would  go  on — the  part  about 
little  Paul — and  I  declare,  I  shall  think  the  worse  of  her  ever 
after — she  was  so  stony  hearted,  that  to  this  day  she  does  not 
know  whether  he  is  dead  or  alive.' 


26  THE  HEIB  OF  REDCLTFFE. 

'  I  can't  quite  say  I  don't  know  whether  he  lived  or  died,* 
said  Laura,  'for  I  found  Amy  in  a  state  that  alarmed  me,  crying 
in  the  green-house,  and  I  was  very  glad  to  find  it  was  nothing 
-worse  than  Httle  Paul.' 

'  I  wish  you  would  have  read  it,'  said  Amy;  and  looking  shyly 
at  Guy,  she  added — *  Wont  you  ?' 

*  Well  done.  Amy !'  said  Charles.  *  In  the  very  face  of  the 
young  man's  companion !' 

'  Philip  does  not  really  think  it  wrong,'  said  Amy. 

'  No,'  said  Philip;  '  those  hooks  open  fields  of  thought;  and  as 
then*  principles  are  negative,  they  are  not  likely  to  hurt  a  person 
well  armed  with  the  truth.' 

'  Meaning,'  said  Charles,  *  that  Guy  and  Laura  have  your 
gracious  permission  to  read  Domhey.' 

'  When  Laura  has  a  cold  or  toothache.' 

*AndI,'  said  Guy. 

'  I  am  not  sure  ahout  the  expediency  for  you,'  said  Philip ; 
'  it  woidd  he  a  pity  to  hegin  with  Dickens,  when  there  is  so 
much  of  a  higher  grade  equally  new  to  you.  I  suppose  you  do 
not  understand  Ita£an  ?' 

*  No,'  said  Guy,  ahruptly,  and  his  dark  eyehrows  contracted. 
Philip  went  on.     '  If  you  did,  I  should  not  recommend  you 

the  translation  of  /  promessi  Sposi,  one  of  the  most  heautiM 
hooks  in  any  language.  You  have  it  in  English,  I  think,  Laura.' 

Laura  fetched  it;  Guy,  with  a  constrained  '  thank  you,'  was 
going  to  take  it  up,  rather  as  if  he  was  putting  a  force  upon 
himself,  when  Philip  more  quickly  took  the  first  volume,  and 
eagerly  turned  over  the  pages — ^^  I  can't  stand  this,'  he  said, 
*  where  is  the  original  ?' 

It  was  soon  produced;  and  Philip,  finding  the  heautiM  his- 
tory of  Fra  Cristoforo,  h^;an  to  translate  it  fluently  and  with 
an  admirable  choice  of  language  that  silenced  Charles's  attempts 
to  interrupt  and  criticise.  Soon  Guy,  who  had  at  first  lent  only 
reluctant  attention,  was  entirely  absorbed,  his  eyebrows  relaxed^ 
a  look  of  earnest  interest  succeeded,  his  countenance  softened, 
and  when  Fra  Cristoforo  humbled  himself,  exchanged  forgiveness, 
and  received  Upane  del  perdonOj  tears  hung  on  his  eyelashes. 

The  cluster  was  finished,  and  with  a  smothered  exclamation 
of  admiration,  he  joined  the  others  in  beting  Philip  to  proceed. 
The  story  thus  r^id  was  very  unlike  what  it  had  been  to  LauiH 
and  Amy,  when  they  puzzled  it  out  as  an  Italian  lesson,  or  to 
Charles,  when  he  carelessly  tossed  over  the  translation  in  search 
of  Don  Abbondio's  humours;  and  thus  between  reading  and 
conversation,  the  morning  passed  very  agreeably. 

At  luncheon,  Mr.  Edmonstone  asked  Philip  to  come  and  spend 
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a  day  or  two  at  Hollywell,  and  he  accepted  the  invitation  for  the 
next  week.  '  I  will  make  Thomdale  drive  me  out  if  you  will 
give  him  a  dinner.' 

'Of  course,  of  course,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone,  'we  shall  he 
delighted.  We  were  talking  of  asking  him,  a  day  or  two  ago, 
eh,  mamma?' 

*  Thank  you,'  said  Philq> ; '  a  Bamily  party  is  an  especial  treat 
to  him,'  laying  a  particular  stress  on  the  word  'family  party,' 
and  looking  at  his  aunt. 

At  that  moment  the  hutler  came  in,  saying, '  Sir  Guy's  servant 
is  come,  and  has  hrought  the  horse,  sir.' 
'  Deloraine  come !'  cried  Ghiy,  springing  up.    '  Where  ?' 

*  At  the  door,  sir.* 

Qvj  darted  out,  Mr.  Edmonstone  following.  In  another 
instant,  however,  Guy  put  his  head  into  the  room  again.  '  Mrs. 
Edmonstone,  wont  you  come  and  see  him  P  Philip,  you  have 
not  seen  Deloraine.' 

Off  he  rushed,  and  the  others  were  just  in  time  to  see  the 
cordial  look  of  honest  gladness  with  wluch  William,  the  groom, 
received  his  young  nuuter's  greeting,  and  the  delighted  reco- 
gnition hetween  Guy,  Bustle,  and  Ddoraine.  Ghiy  had  no  atten- 
tion for  anything  else  till  he  had  heard  how  they  had  prospered 
on  the  journey ;  and  then  he  turned  to  claim  his  friend's  admi- 
ration for  the  heautiful  chesnut,  his  grandfather's  hirthday 
present.  The  ladies  admired  with  earnestness  that  compensated 
for  want  of  knowledge,  the  gentlemen  with  greater  science  and 
discrimination ;  indeed,  Philip,  as  a  connoisseur,  could  not  hut, 
for  the  sake  of  his  own  reputation,  discover  something  to  criticise. 
Guy's  brows  drew  together  again,  and  his  eyes  ghmced  as  if  he 
was  much  inclined  to  resent  the  remarks,  as  attacks  at  once  on 
Deloraine  and  on  his  grandfather;  but  he  said  nothipg,  and 
presently  went  to  the  stable  with  Mr.  Edmonstone,  to  see  about 
the  horse's  accommodations.  Philip  stood  in  the  hall  with  the 
ladies. 

*  So  I  perceive  you  have  dropped  the  title  already,'  observed 
he  to  Laura. 

'  Yes,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  replying  for  her  daughter, '  it 
seemed  to  give  him  pain  by  reminding  him  of  his  loss,  and  he 
was  so  strange  and  forlorn  just  at  first,  that  we  were  glad  to  do 
what  we  could  to  make  him  feel  himself  more  at  home.' 

*  Then  you  get  on  pretty  well  now  ?' 

The  reply  was  in  chorus  with  variations — '  Oh,  excellently  !* 

'  He  is  so  entertaining,'  said  Charlotte. 

'  He  sings  so  beautifidly,'  said  Amabel. 

'  He  is  so  right-minded,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 
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'  So  yeiy  well  infonned/  said  Laura. 

Then  it  all  began  again. 

'  He  plays  chess  so  well,'  said  Amy. 

'  Bustle  is  such  a  dear  dog/  said  Charlotte. 

'  He  is  so  attentive  to  Charlie/  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  going 
into  the  drawing-room  to  her  son. 

'  Papa  says  he  will  make  up  for  the  faults  of  all  his  ancestors/ 
said  Amabel. 

'  His  music !  oh,  his  music!'  said  Laura. 

'  PhiHp/  said  Charlotte,  earnestly, '  you  really  should  learn  to 
like  him.' 

'Learn,  impertinent  little  puss?'  said  Philip,  smiling,  'why 
should  I  not  like  him  ?' 

'I  was  'sure  you  would  try,'  said  Charlotte,  impressively. 

*  Is  it  hard  ?'  said  Amy.  *  But,  oh,  Philip !  you  could  not  help 
liking  his  singing.' 

'  I  never  heard  such  a  splendid  voice,'  said  Laura ;  '  so  dear 
and  powerful,  and  yet  so  wonderfully  sweet  in  the  low  soft  notes. 
And  a  very  fine  ear :  he  has  a  real  talent  for  music' 

'  Ah !  inherited,  poor  fellow,'  said  Philip,  compassionately. 

*  Do  you  pity  him  for  it?'  said  Amy,  smiling. 

'  Do  you  forget  ?'  said  Philip.  '  I  would  not  advise  you  to 
make  much  of  this  talent  in  public ;  it  is  too  much  a  badge  of 
his  descent.' 

'Mamma  did  not  think  so,'  said  Amy.  'She  thought  it  a 
pity  he  should  not  learn  regularly,  with  such  a  talent ;  so  the 
other  day,  when  Mr.  BadfoixL  was  giving  us  a  lesson,  she  asked 
Ghiy  just  to  sing  up  and  down  the  scale.  I  never  saw  anything 
so  funny  as  old  Mi.  Bedford's  surprise,  it  was  almost  like  the 
music  lesson  in  La  Figlia  del  Beggimento ;  he  started,  and  looked 
at  Guy,  and  seemed  in  a  perfect  transport,  and  now  Ghiy  is  to 
take  r^fular  lessons.' 

'Lideed.' 

*  But  do  you  really  mean,'  said  Laura,  'that  if  your  mother 
had  been  a  musician's  daughter,  and  you  had  inherited  her  talent, 
that  you  would  be  ashamed  of  it.' 

'  Indeed,  Laura,'  said  Philip,  with  a  smile,  '  I  am  equally  far 
from  guessing  what  I  should  do  if  my  mother  had  been  anything 
but  what  she  wus,  as  from  guessing  what  I  should  do  if  I  had  a 
talent  for  music' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  here  called  her  daughters  to  get  ready  for 
their  walk,  as  she  intended  to  go  to  East-hill,  and  they  might 
as  well  walk  with  Philip  as  far  as  their  roads  lay  together. 

Philip  and  Laura  walked  on  by  themselves,  a  little  in  advance 
of  the  others.  Laura  was  very  anxious  to  arrive  at  a  right 
understanding  of  her  cousin's  opinion  of  Guy. 
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*  I  am  sure  there  is  mucli  to  like  in  him,'  she  said. 

'  There  is ;  but  is  it  the  highest  praise  to  say  there  is  much  to 
like  ?    People  are  not  so  cautious  when  thej  accept  a  man  in  toto.* 
*Then,  doyounot?' 
Philip's  answer  was — - 

'  He  who  the  lion's  whelp  has  nunt. 
At  home  with  foetering  hand. 
Finds  it  a  gentle  thing  at  firsts 
Obedient  to  oommand.' 

'  Do  you  think  him  a  lion's  whelp  P' 

'  I  am  afraid  I  saw  the  lion  just  now  in  his  flashing  eyes  and 
contracted  brow.  There  is  an  impatience'  of  advice,  a  vehemence 
of  manner  that  I  can  hardly  deem  satisfactory.  I  do  not  speak 
from  prejudice,  for  I  think  highly  of  his  candour,  warmth  of 
heart,  and  desire  to  do  right ;  but  from  all  I  have  seen,  I  should 
not  venture  as  yet  to  place  much  dependence  on  his  steadiness  of ' 
character  or  command  of  temper. 

'  He  seems  to  have  been  very  fond  of  his  grandfather,  in  spite 
of  his  severity.    He  is  but  just  beginning  to  brighten  up  a  little.' 

'  Yes ;  his  disposition  is  very  affectidnate, — almost  a  misfortune 
to  one  so  isolated  from  family  ties.  He  showed  remarkably  well 
at  Bedclyffe,  the  other  day ;  boyish,  of  course,  and  without  much 
self-command,  but  very  amiably.  It  is  very  well  for  him  that 
he  is  removed  from  thence,  for  all  the  people  idolize  him  to  such 
a  d^ree  that  they  could  not  fail  to  spoil  him.' 

*  fi  would  be  a  great  pity  if  he  went  wrong.' 

'  Great,  for  he  has  man}'  admirable  qualities,  but  still  they 
are  just  what  persons  are  too  apt  to  fancy  compensation  for 
faults.  I  never  heard  that  any  of  his  family,  except  perhaps  that 
unhappy  old  Hugh,  were  deficient  in  frankness  and  generosity, 
and  therefore  these  do  not  satisfy  me.  Observe,  I  am  not  con- 
demning him ;  I  wish  to  be  perfectly  just ;  all  I  say  is,  that  I  do 
not  trust  him  till  I  have  seen  him  ^ed.' 

Laura  did  not  answer,  she  was  disappointed ;  yet  there  was  a 
justice  and  guardedness  in  what  Plulip  said,  that  made  it 
impossible  to  gainsay  it,  and  she  was  pleased  with  his  confidence. 
She  thought  how  cool  and  prudent  he  was,  and  how  grieved  she 
should  be  if  Guy  justified  his  doubts  ;  and  so  they  walked  on  in 
such  silence  as  is  perhaps  the  strongest  proof  of  intimacy.  She 
was  the  first  to  speak,  led  to  do  so  by  an  expression  of  sadness 
about  her  cousin's  mouth.     '  What  are  you  thinking  of,  Philip?' 

'  Of  Locksley  Hall.  There  is  nonsense,  there  is  affectation  in 
that,  Laura ;  there  is  scarcely  poetry,  but  there  is  power,  for 
there  is  truth.' 

'  Of  Locksley  Hall !    I  thovght  you  were  at  Stylehurst.' 

'  So  I  was,  but  the  one  brings  the  other.' 
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*  I  Buppose  yoQ  went  to  Sfylehxust  while  you  were  at  St.  Mil- 
dred's.    Did  Margaret  take  yoa  there  ?' 

*  Margaret  ?  Not  she ;  she  is  too  much  engaged  with  her  hook- 
club,  and  her  soirees,  and  her  societies  of  every  sort  and  kind.' 

'  How  did  you  get  on  with  the  Doctor?' 

'  I  saw  as  Httle  of  him  as  I  could,  and  was  still  more  convinced 
that  he  does  not  know  what  conversation  is.  Hem !'  Philip 
gave  a  deep  sigh.  '  No ;  the  only  thing  to  he  done  at  St.  Mil- 
dred's is  to  w^  across  the  moors  to  Stylehurst.  It  is  a  strange 
thing  to  leave  that  tumult  of  gossip,  and  novelty,  and  hardness, 
and  to  enter  on  that  quiet  autumnal  old  world,  with  the  yellow 
leaves  floating  silently  down,  just  as  they  used  to  do,  and  the 
atmosphere  of  stillness  round  the  green  churchyard.' 

'  Gonip !'  repeated  Laura.     ^  Surely  not  with  Margaret  P' 

*  Literary,  scientific  gos8i|>  is  worse  than  gossip  in  a  primary 
'sense,  without  pretension.' 

^  I  am  glad  you  had  Stylehurst  to  go  to.  How  was  the  old 
sexton's  wife  P' 

'  Very  well ;  trotting  aix>ut  on  her  pattens  as  merrily  as  ever.' 
'  Did  yon  go  into  the  garden  P' 

*  Yes ;  Fanny's  ivy  has  entirely  covered  the  south  wall,  and 
the  acacia  is  so  tall  and  spreading,  that  I  longed  to  have  the 
pruning  of  it.    Old  Will  keeps  eveiything  in  its  former  state.' 

They  talked  on  of  his  old  home,  till  iSie  stem  bitter  look  of 
regret  and  censure  had  faded  from  his  brow,  and  given  way  to  a 
softened  melancholy  expresnon. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

A  fig  for  bU  dactyls,  a  fig  for  all  spondees, 

A  fig  for  all  dunces  and  dominie  grandees. — Soon. 

*TT0W  glad  I  am !'  exdaimed  Ghiy,  entering  the  drawing- 
JjL    room. 

*  Wherefore  ?'  inquired  Charles. 

*  I  thought  I  was  too  late,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  find  no  one 
arrived,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone  not  come  down.' 

*  But  where  have  you  been  ?' 

*  I  lost  my  way  on  the  top  of  the  down ;  I  fancied  some  one 
told  me  there  was  a  view  of  the  sea  to  be  had  there.' 

'  And  can't  you  exist  without  a  view  of  the  sea  P 
Guy  laughed.     '  Everything  looks  so  dull — ^it  is  as  if  the  view 
was  dead  or  imprisoned — ^wsdled  up  with  wood  and  hill,  and 
wanting  that  living  ripple,  heaving  and  struggling.' 
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*  And  your  fine  rocks  ?'  said  Laura. 

'  I  wish  you  could  see  the  Shag  stone, — a  great  isknd  mass, 
sloping  on  one  side,  precipitous  on  the  other,  with  the  spray 
Aaahing  on  it.  If  jou  See  it  from  ever  so  far  off,  there  is  still 
that  white  foam  coming  and  going — a  glancing  speck,  like  the 
light  in  an  eye.' 

*'  Hark !  a  carriage.* 

'The  yoimg  man  and  the  young  man's  companicm,'  said 
Charles.  ' 

'  How  can  you  P'  said  Laura.  *'  What  would  any  one  suppose 
Mr.  Thomdale  to  he  ?' 

'  Not  Philip's  valet,'  said  Charles, '  if  it  is  true  that  no  man 
is  a  hero  to  his  vaUey-de-^ham ;  whereas,  what  is  not  Philip  to 
the  Honourahle  James  Thomdale  ?' 

'  Philip,  Alexander,and  Bucephalus  into  the  hargain,'  suggested 
Amy,  in  her  demure,  frightened  whisper,  sending  all  hut  Laura 
into  a  fit  of  laughter,  the  harder  to  check  beciuise  the  steps  of 
the  parties  concerned  were  heard  approaching. 

Mr.  Thomdale  was  a  quiet  individual,  one  of  those  of  whom 
there  is  least  to  he  said,  so  complete  a  gentl^nan  that  it  would 
have  heen  an  insult  to  call  him  gentleman*like ;  agreeable  and 
clever  rather  than  otherwise,  good-lo<^ing,  with  a  mgh-hred  air 
about  him,  so  that  it  always  seemed  strange  that  he  did  not  make 
more  impression. 

A  ring  at  the  front-door  almost  immediately  followed  their 
arrival. 

'  Encore  ?'  asked  Philip,  looking  at  Laura  with  a  aort  of 
displeased  surprise. 

'  Unfortunately,  yes,'  said  Laura,  drawing  aside. 

'One  of  my  uncle's  fiunily  parties,'  said  Philip.  'I  wish 
I  had  not  brought  Thomdale.  Laura,  what  is  to  be  done  to 
prevent  the  tittering  that  always  takes  place  when  Amy  and 
those  Harpers  are  together  ?' 

'  Some  game  ?'  said  Laura.  He  signed  i^^proval ;  but  she  had 
time  to  say  no  more,  for  her  father  and  mother  came  down,  and 
some  more  guests  entered. 

It  was  just  such  a  party  as  continuallygrew  up  at  HoUywell,  for 
Mr.  Edmonstone  was  so  fond  of  inviting,  that  his  wife  never  knew 
in  the  morning  how  many  would  assemble  at  her  table  in  the 
evening.  But  she  was  used  to  it,  and  too  good  a  manager  even 
to  be  called  so.  She  Hked  to  see  her  husband  enjoy  himself  in  his 
good-natured,  (^n-hearted  way.  The  change  was  good  for 
Cbarks,  and  thus  it  did  very  well,  and  there  were  few  houses  in 
the  neighbourhood  more  popular  than  HoUywell. 

The  guests  this  evening  were  Maurice  de  Courey,  a  wild  young 
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IriBhinan,  all  noise  tmd  nonsense,  a  great  favourite  with  his  cousin, 
Mr.  Edmonstone;  two  Miss  Harpers,  daughters  of  the  late 
clergyman,  good-natured,  second-rate  girls ;  Dr.  Mayerne,  Charles's 
kind  old  physician,  the  friend  and  much-loyed  counsellor  at  Holly- 
well,  and  the  present  vicar,  Mr.  Boss,  with  his  daughter  Mary, 

Mary  Boss  was  the  greatest  friend  that  the  Miss  Edmonstones 
possessed,  though,  she  oeing  five-and-twenty,  they  had  not  arrived 
at  perceivine  that  they  were  on  the  equal  terms  of  youngladyhood. 

She  had  Tost  her  mother  early,  and  had  owed  a  great  deal  to 
the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  as  she  grew  up  among  her 
numerous  elder  hrothers.  She  had  no  girlhood;  she  was  a  hoy 
till  fourteen,  and  then  a  woman,  and  she  was  scarcely  altered 
since  the  epoch  of  that  transition,  the  same  in  likings,  tastes, 
and  duties.  '  Papa'  was  all  the  world  to  her,  and  pleasing  him 
had  much  the  same  meaning  now  as  then ;  her  hrothers  were 
like  playfellows ;  her  delights  were  still  a  lesson  in  Greek  from 
papa,  a  school-children's  feast,  a  game  at  play,  a  new  hook.  It 
was  only  a  pity  other  people  did  not  ctand  still  too.  '  Papa,' 
indeed,  had  never  grown  sensihly  older  since  the  year  of  her 
mother's  death:  hut  her  hrothers  were  whiskered  men,  with  all 
the  cares  of  the  world,  and  no  holidays ;  the  school-girls  went 
out  to  service,  and  were  as  a  last  year's  hrood  to  an  old  hen ; 
the  very  children  she  had  fondled  were  young  ladies,  as  old,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  as  herself,  and  here  were  even  Laura 
and  Amy  Edmonstone  fallen  into  that  had  hahit  of  growing  up ! 
though  little  Amy  had  still  much  of  the  kitten  in  her  composi- 
tion, and  could  play  as  well  as  Charlotte  or  Mary  herself,  when 
they  had  the  garden  to  themselves. 

Maiy  took  great  pains  to  amuse  Charles,  always  walking  to 
see  him  in  the  worst  weather,  when  she  thought  other  visitors 
likely  to  fail,  and  chatting  with  him  as  if  she  was  the  idlest 
person  in  the  world,  though  the  quantity  she  did  at  home  and  in 
the  parish  would  he  too  amazing  to  he  recorded.  Spirited  and 
decided,  without  superfluous  fears  and  fineries,  she  had  a  tall,  firm, 
rohust  figure,  and  a  rosy,  good-natured  face,  with  a  manner  that, 
though  perfectly  feminine,  had  in  it  an  air  of  strength  and 
determination. 

.  HoUywell  was  a  hamlet,  two  miles  from  the  parish  church  of 
East-hm,  and  Mary  had  thus  seen  very  little  of  the  Edmonstones' 
guest,  having  only  heen  introduced  to  him  after  church  on  Simday. 
The  pleasure  on  which  Charles  chiefly  reckoned  for  that  evening 
was  the  talking  him  over  with  her  when  the  ladies  came  in  from 
the  dining-room.  The  Miss  Harpers,  with  his  sisters,  gathered 
round  the  piano,  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone  sat  at  Charles's  feet,  while 
Maiy  knitted  and  talked. 
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*  So  you  get  on  well  with  him  ?' 

*  He  is  one  of  those  people  who  are  never  in  the  way,  and  yet 
you  never  can  forget  their  presence/  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 

<  His  manners  are  quite  the  pink  of  courtesy/  said  Mary. 

*  Like  his  grandfather's/  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone ;  '  that  old- 
school  deference  and  attention  is  veiy  chivalrous,  and  sits  pretlaly 
and  quaintly  on  his  high  spirits  and  animation ;  I  hope  it  will 
not  wear  off.'  i 

'A  vain  hope/  said  Charles.  'At  present  he  is  like  that 
German  myth,  Kaspar  Hauser,  who  lived  till  twenty  in  a  cellar. 
It  is  lucky  for  mamma  that,  in  his  green  state,  he  is  courtly 
instead  of  bearish.' 

*  Lucky  for  you,  too,  Charlie ;  he  spoils  you  finely.' 

'He  has  the  rare  perfection  of  letting  me  know  my  own 
mind.     I  never  knew  what  it  was  to  have  my  own  way  before.' 
'  Is  that  your  complaint,  Charlie  P   What  nextP'  said  Mary. 

*  So  you  think  I  have  my  way,  do  you,  Mary  ?  That  is  all 
envy,  you  see,  and  very  much  misplaced.  Could  you  g^ess  what 
a  conflict  it  is  every  time  I  am  helped  up  that  mountain  of 
a  staircase,  or  the  slope  of  my  sofa  is  altered?  Last  time  Philip 
stayed  here,  every  step  cost  an  argument,  till  at  last,  through 
sheer  exhaustion,  I  left  myself  a  dead  weight  on  his  hands,  to  be 
carried  up  by  main  strength.  And  after  all,  he  is  such  a  great, 
strong  fellow,  that  I  anl  afraid  he  did  not  mind  it;  so  next  time 
I  crutched  myself  down  alone,  and  I  hope  that  did  provoke  him.' 

'  Sir  Guy  is  so  kind  that  I  am  aslAmed,'  said  Mrs.  Edmon- 
stone. '  It  seems  as  if  we  had  brought  him  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  waiting  on  Charles.' 

'  Half  ms  heart  is  in  his  horse,'  said  Charles.  '  Never  had 
man  such  delight  in  the  '  brute  creation.' ' 

'  Thev  have  been  his  chief  playfellowi^,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 
'  The  cnief  of  his  time  was  spent  in  wandering  in  the  woods  or 
on  the  beach,  watching  them  and  their  ways.' 

'I  fairly  dreamt  of  that  Elysium  of  his  last  night,'  said 
Charles:  '  a  swamp  half  frozen  on  a  winter's  night,  fdl  of  wUd 
ducks.  Here,  Charlotte,  come  and  tell  Mary  the  roll  of  Guy's 
pets.' 

Charlotte  began.  '  There  was  the  sea-gull,  and  the  hedgehog, 
and  the  fox,  and  the  badger,  and  the  jay,  and  the  monkev,  that 
he  bought  because  it  was  dying,  and  cured  it,  only  it  died  the 
next  winter,  and  a  toad,  and  a  raven,  and  a  squirrel,  and ^ 

'  That  will  do,  Charlotte.' 

'  Oh !  but  Maiy  has  not  heard  the  names  of  all  his  dogs. 
And,  Mary,  he  has  cured  Bustle  of  hunting  my  Puss.  We  held 
them  up  to  each  other,  and  Puss  hissed  horribly,  but  Bustle  did 
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not  mind  it  a  bit;  and  the  other  day,  when  Charles  tried  to  set 
him  at  her,  he  would  not  take  the  least  notice.' 

*  Now,  Charlotte,'  said  Charles,  waving  his  hand,  with  a  pro- 
voking mock  politeness,  ^have  the  goodness  to  return  to  your 
&iend£.' 

Tea  over,  Laura  proposed  the  game  of  definitions.  'You 
know  it,  Philip,'  said  she,  *  you  taught  us.' 

*  Yes,  I  learnt  it  of  your  sisters,  Thomdale,'  said  Philip. 

'O  pray  let  us  have  it.  It  must  be  charming!'  exclaimed 
Miss  Harper,  on  this  recommendation. 

'  Definitions  I'  said  Charles,  contemptuously.  '  Dr.  Johnson 
must  be  the  hand  for  them.' 

'  They  are  just  the  definitions  not  to  be  found  in  Johnson,' 
said  Mr.  Thomdale.  '  Our  standing  specimen  is  adversity,  which 
may  be  differently  explained  according  to  your  taste,  as  '  a  toad 
with  a  precious  jewel  in  its  head,'  or  '  the  test  of  friendship.' ' 

*  The  spirit  of  words,'  said  Guy,  looking  eager  and  interested. 
•Well,  we'll  try,'  said  Charles,  'though  I  can't  say  it  sounds 

to  me  promising.     Come,  Maurice,  define  an  Irishman.' 

'  No,  no,  don't  let  us  be  personal,'  said  Laura ;  '  I  had  thought 
of  the  word  happiness.  We  are  each  to  write  a  definition  on 
a  slip  of  paper,  then  compare  them.' 

The  game  was  carried  on  with  great  spirit  for  more  than  an 
hour.  It  was  hard  to  say  which  made  most  fim,  Maurice, 
Charles,  or  Guy;  the  last  no  longer  a  spectator,  but  an  active 
contributor  to  the  sport.  When  the  break-up  came,  Mary  and 
Amabel  were  standmg  over  the  table  together,  collecting  the 
scattered  papers,  and  observing  that  it  had  been  very  good  fun. 
*  Some  so  characteristic,'  said  Amy, '  such  as  Maurice's  definition 
of  happiness, — a  row  at  Dublin.' 

'  Some  were  very  deep,  though,'  said  Mary ;  •  if  it  is  not  treason, 
I  should  like  to  make  out  whose  that  other  was  of  happiness^' 

'  You  mean  this,'  said  Amy :  * '  Gleams  fix>m  a  brighter  world, 
too  soon  ecHpsed  or  forfeited.'  I  thought  it  was  Philip's,  but  it 
is  Sir  Guy's  writing.  How  very  sad!  I  should  not  like  to  think 
80.  And  he  was  so  merry  all  the  time !  This  is  his,  too,  I  see ; 
this  one  about  riches  being  the  freight  for  which  the  traveller 
is  responsible.' 

'There  is  a  great  deal  of  character  in  them,'  said  Mary. 
'I  should  not  have  wondered  at  any  of  us,  penniless  people, 
phizing  in  the  fox  and  grapes  style,  but  for  him,  and  at 

e  has  been  brought  up  so  as  to  make  the  theory  of  wisdom 
come  early,'  said  Philip,  who  was  nearer  than  she  thought. 
'  '  Is  that  intended  for  disparagement  ?'  she  asked  quiddy. 
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'  I  think  very  highly  of  him ;  he  has  a  great  deal  of  sense  and 
right  feeling,'  was  Philip's  sedate  answer ;  and  he  turned  away 
to  say  some  last  words  to  Mr.  Thomdale. 

Th^  Eosses  were  the  last  to  depart,  Mary  in  cloak  and  clogs, 
while  Mr.  Edmonstone  lamented  that  it  was  in  vain  to  offer  the 
carriage ;  and  Mary  laughed,  and  thanked,  and  said  the  walk 
home  with  Papa  was  the  greatest  of  treats  in  the  frost  and 
star-light. 

'  Don't  I  pity  you,  who  always  go  out  to  dinner  in  a  carriage!' 
were  her  last  words  to  Laura. 

*  Well,  Guy,'  said  Charlotte,  *  how  do  you  like  it  P' 

*  Very  much,  indeed.    It  was  very  pleasant.' 

*  You  are  getting  into  the  fairy  ring,'  said  Laura^  smiling. 

*  Ay,'  he  said,  smiling  too;  '  hut  it  does  not  turn  to  tinsel. 
Would  it  if  I  saw  more  of  it  P'  and  he  looked  at  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 

'It  would  be  no  compliment  to  ourselves  to  say  so,'  she 
answered. 

'I  suppose  tinsel  or  gold  depends  on  the  using,'  said  he, 
thoughl^iUy ;  '  there  are  some  lumps  of  solid  gold  among  those 
papers,  I  am  sure,  one,  in  particular,  about  a  trifle.  May  I  see 
that  again  ?  I  mean — 

'  IdtUe  thinffB 
On  little  wmgs 
«  Bear  little  souls  to  heaven.' 

'  Oh !  that  was  only  a  quotation,'  said  Amy,  turning  over  the 
definitions  again  with  him,  and  laughing  at  some  of  the  most 
amusing ;  while,  in  the  meantime,  Philip  went  to  help  Laura, 
who  was  putting  some  books  away  in  the  ante-room. 

'  Tes,  Laura,'  he  said, '  he  has  thought,  mind,  and  soul ;  he  is 
no  mere  rattle.' 

*No  indeed.  Who  could  help  seeing  his  superiority  over 
Maurice?' 

'  If  onlv  he  does  not  pervert  his  gifts,  and  if  it  is  not  all  talk. 
I  don't  like  such  excess  of  openness  about  his  feelings ;  it  is  too 
like  talking  for  taUnng's  sake.' 

*  Mamma  says  it  is  the  transparencnr  of  youthfulness.  You 
know  he  has  never  been  at  schom ;  so  his  thoughts  come  out  in 
security  of  sympathy,  without  fear  of  being  laughed  at.  But  it 
is  very  late.    Good  night.' 

The  frost  turned  to  rain  the  next  morning,  and  the  toxTents 
streained  against  the  window,  seeming  to  have  a  kind  of  attrac- 
tion for  Philip  and  Guy,  who  stood  watching  them. 

Guy  wondered  if  the  floods  would  be  out  at  Bedclyffe ;  and  hia 
Qooflins  were  interested  by  his  description  of  the  sudden,  angry 
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rush  of  the  mountain  streams,  eddying  fiercely  along,  bearing 
with  them  tree  and  rock ;  while  the  valleys  became  lakes,  and 
the  little  mounds  islets ;  and  the  trees  looked  strangely  out  of 
proportion  when  only  their  branches  were  visible.  '  Oh !  a  great 
flood  is  famous  fun,'  said  he. 

*  Surely,'  said  Philip,  *  I  have  heard  a  legend  of  your  being 
nearly  drowned  in  some  flood.' 

'  Yes,'  said  Guy, '  I  had  a  tolerable  ducking.' 

'  Oh,  tell  us  about  it !'  said  Amy. 

*Ay!  I  have  a  curiosity  to  hear  a  personal  experience  of 
drowning,'  said  Charles.     '  Come,  begin  at  the  beginning.' 

'  I  was  standing  watching  the  tremendous  force  of  the  stream, 
when  I  saw  an  unhappy  old  ram  floating  along,  bleating  so 
piteously,  and  making  such  absurd,  helpless  struggles,  that  I 
could  not  help  pulling  off  my  coat  and  jumping  in  i&er  him.  It 
was  very  foolish,  for  the  stream  was  too  strong — I  was  two  years 
younger  then.  Moreover,  the  beast  was  very  heavy,  and  not  at 
all  grateful  for  any  kind  intentions,  and  I  found  myself  sailing  off 
to  the  sea,  with  the  prospect  of  a  good  many  rocks  before  long ; 
but  just  then  an  old  tree  stretched  out  its  friendly  arms  through 
the  water;  it  stopped  the  sheep,  and  I  caught  hold  of  the 
branches,  and  managed  to  scramble  up,  while  my  friend  got 
entangled  in  them  with  his  wool' — 

'  Omne  quum  Proteua jpecus  efgjii  altos 
Visere  montes/ 
quoted  Philip. 

'  Ovium  et  summft  genus  haesit  ulmo/ 
added  Guy. 

*  Oviumy  exclaimed  Philip,  with  a  face  of  horror.  *  Don't  you 
know  that  O  in  Ovis  is  short  ?  Do  anything  but  take  libertiea 
with  Horace !' 

'  G^t  out  of  the  tree  first,  Guy,'  said  Charles, '  for  at  present 
your  history  seems  likely  to  end  with  a  long  ohone !' 

*  Well,  TMton— not  Proteus — came  to  the  rescue  at  last,'  said 
Guy,  laughing ;  '  I  could  not  stir,  and  the  tree  bent  so  fHght- 
Mly  with  the  current  that  I  expected  every  minute  we  should 
all  go  together ;  so  I  had  nothing  for  it  but  to  halloo  as  loud  as 
I  could.  No  one  heard  but  Triton,  the  old  Newfoundland  dog, 
who  presently  came  swimming  up,  so  eager  to  help,  poor  fellow, 
that  I  thought  he  would  have  throttled  me,  or  hurt  himself  in 
the  branches.  I  took  off  my  handkerchief  and  threw  it  to  him, 
telling  him  to  take  it  to  Arnaud,  who  I  knew  would  understand 
it  as  a  signal  of  distress.' 

*  Did  he  ?    How  long  had  you  to  wait  ?' 

'  I  don't  know — it  seemed  long  enough  before  a  most  welcome 
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boat  speared,  with  some  men  in  it,  and  Triton  in  an  agony. 
They  would  never  have  foxmd  me  but  for  him,  for  my  voice  was 
gone ;  indeed  the  next  thing  I  remember  was  lying  on  the  grafis 
in  the  park,  and  Markham  saying,  'Well,  sir,  if  you  do.  wish  to 
throw  away  your  life,  let  it  be  for  something  better  worth  saving 
than  Farmer  Holt's  vicious  old  ram !' 

*  In  the  language  of  the  great  Mr.  Toots,'  said  Charles,  *  I  am 
afraid  you  got  very  wet.' 

*  Were  you  the  worse  for  it  ?'  said  Amy.  " 
'  Not  in  the  least.     I  was  so  glad  to  hear  it  was  Holt's !  for 

ou  must  know  that  I  had  behaved  very  ill  to  Farmer  Holt.     I 
ad  been  very  angry  at  his  beating  our  old  hound^  for,  as  he 
thought,  worrying  his  sheep ;  not  that  Dart  ever  did,  though.' 
'  And  was  the  ram  saved  ?' 

*  Yes,  and  next  time  I  saw  it,  it  nearly  knocked  me  down.' 

*  Would  you  do  it  again  ?'  said  Philip. 

*  I  don't  know.' 

'  I  hope  you  had  a  medal  from  the  Humane  Society,'  said 
Charles. 

*  That  would  have  been  more  proper  for  Triton.' 

'  Yours  should  have  been  an  ovation,'  said  Charles,  cutting  the 
0  absurdly  short,  and  looking  at  Philip. 

Laura  saw  that  the  spirit  of  teasing  was  strong  in  Charles  this 
morning,  and  suspected  that  he  wanted  to  stir  up  what  he  called 
the  deadly  feud,  and  she  hastened  to  change  the  conversation  by 
saying, '  You  quite  impressed  Guy  with  your  translation  of  Fra 
Cristoforo.' 

'  Indeed  I  must  thank  you  for  recommending  the  book,'  said 
Guy ;  *  how  beautiful  it  is !' 

'  I  am  glad  you  entered  into  it,'  said  Philip ;  '  it  has  every 
quality  that  a  fiction  ought  to  have.' 

'  I  never  read  anything  equal  to  the  repentance  of  the  nameless 
man.' 

'  Is  he  your  favourite  character  F'  said  Philip,  looking  at  him 
attentively. 

*  Oh  no — of  course  not— though  he  is  so  grand  that  one  thinks 
most  about  him,  but  no  one  can  be  cared  about  as  much  as 
Lucia.' 

'  Lucia !  She  never  struck  me  as  more  than  a  well-painted 
peasant  girl,'  said  Philip. 

'Oh!'  cried  Guy,  indignantly;  then  controlling  himself,  he 
continued :  *  She  pretends  to  no  more  than  she  is,  but  she  shows 
the  beauty  of  goodness  in  itself  in  a — a — wonderful  way.  And 
think  of  the  power  of  those  words  of  hers  over  that  gloomy, 
desperate  man.' 
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*  Tour  sympathy  with  the  Innomiimto  again,'  said  Philip. 
Every  subject  seemed  to  excite  €hiy  to  a  dangerous  extent,  as 

Laura  thought,  and  she  turned  to  Philip  to  ask  if  he  would  not 
read  to  them  again. 

*  I  brought  this  book  on  purpose,*  said  Philip.  *  I  wished  to 
read  you  a  description  of  that  print  from  EafiaeUe — ^you  know 
it — ^the  Madonna  di  San  Sisto  f 

*  The  one  you  brought  to  show  us  ?'  said  Amy,  *  with  the  two 
little  angels  r' 

'  Yes,  here  is  the  description,'  and  he  began  to  read — 
'  Dwell  on  the  form  of  the  Child,  more  than  hxmian  in  grandeur, 
seated  on  the  arms  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  as  on  an  aus;ust  throne. 
Note  the  tokens  of  divine  grace,  His  ardent  eyes,  wat  a  spirit, 
what  a  countenance  is  His ;  yet  His  very  resemblance  to  His 
mother  denotes  sufficiently  that  He  is  of  \is  and  takes  care  for 
us.  Beneath  are  two  fig^nres  adoring,  each  in  their  own  manner. 
On  one  side  is  a  pontiff,  on  the  other  a  virgin,  each  a  most  sweet 
and  solemn  example,  the  one  of  aged,  the  other  of  maidenly  piety 
and  reverence.  Between,  are  two  winged  boys,  evidently  pre- 
senting a  wonderftil  pattern  of  childlike  piety.  Their  eyes,  in- 
deed, are  not  turned  towards  the  Yii^in,  but  both  in  face  and 
gesture,  they  show  how  careless  of  themselves  they  are  in  the 
presence  of  €k)d.* 

All  were  struck  by  the  description.  Guy  did  not  speak  at  first, 
but  the  solemn  expression  of  his  face  showed  how  he  felt  its 
power  and  reverence.  Philip  asked  if  they  would  like  to  hear 
more,  and  Charles  assented :  Amy  worked,  Laura  went  on  with 
her  perspective,  and  Guy  sat  by  her  side,  making  concentric 
circles  with  her  compasses,  or  when  she  wanted  them  he  tormented 
her  parallel  ruler,  or  cut  the  pencils,  never  letting  his  fingers  rest 
except  at  some  high  or  deep  passage,  or  when  some  interesting 
discussion  arose.  All  were  surprise!  when  luncheon  time  arrived ; 
Charles  held  out  his  hand  for  the  book;  it  was  given  with 
a  slight  smile,  and  he  exclaimed :  '  Latin !  I  thought  you  were 
translating.     Is  it  your  own  property  ?' 

*  Yes.' 

*  Is  it  very  tough  ?  I  would  read  it,  if  any  one  would  read  it 
with  me.' 

*  Do  you  mean  me  ?'  said  Guy ;  *  I  should  Uke  it  very  much, 
but  you  have  seen  how  little  Latin  I  know.' 

*  That  is  the  very  thing,'  said  Charles ;  *  that  Ovis  of  yours 
was  /music ;  I  would  have  made  you  a  Knight  of  the  Golden 
Fleece  on  the  spot.  Tutors  I  could  get  by  shoals,  but  a  fellow- 
dunce  is  inestimable.' 
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'  It  is  a  bai^ain,  then/  said  Guy ;  *  if  Philip  has  done  with  the 
book  and  will  lend  it  to  us.' 

The  luncheon  bell  rang,  and  they  all  adjourned  to  the  dining- 
room.  Mr.  Edmonstone  came  in  when  Itmcheon  was  nearly  over, 
rejoicing  that  hiB  letters  were  done,  but  then  he  looked  discon- 
solately from  the  window,  and  pitied  the  weather.  '  Nothing  for 
it  but  billiards.  People  might  say  it  was  nonsense  to  have  a 
bOliard-table  in  such  a  house,  but  for  his  part  he  found  there  was 
no  getting  through  a  wet  day  without  them.  Philip  must  beat 
him  as  usual,  and  Guy  might  have  one  of  the  young  ladies  to 
make  a  fourth.' 

*  Thank  you,'  said  Guy,  *  but  I  don't  play.' 

*  Not  play — eh  ?  Well,  we  will  teach  you  in  the  spinning  of  a 
ball,  and  I'll  have  my  little  Amy  to  help  me  against  you  and 
Phihp.' 

'  No,  thank  you,'  repeated  Guy,  colouring, '  I  am  under  a 
promise.' 

*Ha!  Eh?  What?  Your  grandfather?  He  could  see  no 
harm  in  such  pl^  as  this.  For  nothing,  you  understand.  You 
did  not  suppose  I  meant  anything  else  ?' 

*  O  no,  of  course  not,'  eagerly  replied  Guy ;  '  but  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  play,  thank  you.  I  have  promised  never  even  to 
look  on  at  a  game  at  bOliards.' 

'  Ah,  poor  man,  he  had  too  much  reason,'  muttered  Mr.  Ed- 
monstone to  himself,  but  catching  a  warning  look  from  his  wife, 
he  became  suddenly  silent.  Guy,  meanwhile,  sat  looking  lost  in 
sad  thoughts,  till,  rousing  himself,  he  exclaimed, '  Don't  let  me 

Mr.  Edmonstone  needed  but  little  persuasion,  and  carried 
Philip  off  to  the  billiard-table  in  the  front  hall. 

'  O,  I  am  so  glad !'  cried  Charlotte,  who  had,  within  the  last 
week,  learnt  Guy's  value  as  a  playfellow.  *  Now  you  will  never 
go  to  those  stupid  billiards,  but  I  shall  have  you  always,  every 
rainy  day.  Come  and  have  a  real  good  game  at  ball  on  the 
stairs.' 

She  already  had  hold  of  his  hand,  and  would  have  dragged  him 
off  at  once,  had  he  not  waited  to  help  Charles  back  to  his  sofa ; 
and  in  the  meantime  she  tried  in  vain  to  persuade  her  more  con- 
stant playmate,  Amabel,  to  join  the  game.  Poor  little  Amy 
regretted  the  being  obhged  to  refrwe,  as  she  listened  to  the  meny 
sounds  and  bouncing  balls,  sighing  more  than  once  at  having 
turned  into  a  grown-up  young  lady ;  while  Philip  observed  to 
Laura,  who  was  officiatmg  as  billiard-marker,  that  Guy  was  still 
a  mere  boy. 

The  fates  fiivoured  Amy  at  last,  for  about  half  after  three,  the 
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billiards  were  interrapted,  and  Philip,  pronouncing  the  rain  to 
be  almost  over,  invited  Ghiy  to  take  a  walk,  and  they  set  out  in  a 
very  grey  wet  mist,  while  Charlotte  and  Amy  oonmienced  a 
vigorous  game  at  battledore  and  shuttle-cock. 

The  grey  mist  had  fiided  into  twilight,  and  twilight  into  some- 
thing lue  night,  when  Charles  was  crossing  the  haU,  with  the  aid 
of  Amy's  arm,  Charlotte  carrying  the  crutch  behind  him,  and 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  helping  Laura  with  her  perspective  apparatus, 
all  on  their  way  to  dress  for  dinner ;  the  door  opened  and  in  came 
the  two  Morvilles.  Ghiy,  without  even  stopping  to  take  off  his 
great  coat,  ran  at  once  up  stairs,  and  the  next  moment  the  door 
of  his  room  was  shut  with  a  bang  that  shook  the  house,  and  made 
tliem  all  start  and  look  at  Philip  for  explanation. 

*  Beddyffe  temper,'  said  he,  coolly,  with  a  half-smile  curling 
his  short  upper  lip. 

'  What  have  you  been  doing  to  him  P'  said  Charles. 

'Nothing.  At  least  nothmg  worthy  of  such  ire.  I  only 
entered  on  the  subject  of  his  Onord  life,  and  advised  him  to  pre- 
pare for  it,  for  his  education  has  as  yet  been  a  mere  &rce.  He 
used  to  go  two  or  three  days  in  the  week  to  one  Potts,  a  self- 
educated  genius — a  sort  of  superior  writing-master  at  the  Moor- 
worth  commercial  school.  Of  course,  though  it  is  no  fault  of  his, 
poor  fellow,  he  is  hajrdly  up  to  the  fifth  form,  and  he  must  make 
the  most  of  his  time,  if  he  is  not  to  be  plucked.  I  set  all  this 
before  him  as  gently  as  I  could,  for  I  knew  with  whom  I  had  to 
deal,  yet  you  see  how  it  is.' 

'  What  did  he  say  P'  asked  Charles. 

'  He  said  nothing ;  so  far  I  give  him  credit ;  but  he  strode  on 
furiously  for  the  last  half  mile,  and  this  explosion  is  the  finale. 
I  am  very  sorry  for  him,  poor  boy ;  I  beg  no  further  notice  may 
be  taken  of  it.    Don't  you  want  an  arm,  Charlie  P* 

'  No,  thank  you,'  answered  Charles,  with  a  little  surliness. 

'  You  had  better.  It  really  is  too  much  for  Amy,'  said  Philip, 
making  a  move  as  if  to  take  possession  of  him,  as  he  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  the  stairs. 

'Like  the  camellia,  I  suppose,'  he  replied;  and  taking  his 
other  crutch  from  Charlotte,  he  began  determinedly  to  ascend 
without  assistance,  resolved  to  keep  Philip  a  prisoner  below  him 
as  long  as  he  could,  and  enjoying  the  notion  of  chafing  him  by 
the  delay.  Certainly  teasing  Philip  was  a  dear  delight  to 
Charles,  though  it  was  all  on  trust,  as,  if  he  succeeded,  his  cousin 
never  betrayed  his  annoyance  by  look  or  sign. 

About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  there  was  a  knock  at  the 
dressing-room  door.  '  Come  in,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  looking 
up  from  her  letter-writing,  and  Guy  made  his  appearance,  looking 
very  downcast. 
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'  I  am  oome,'  he  said,  'to  ask  pardon  for  the  disturbance  I 
made  just  now.  I  was  so  foolish  as  to  be  irritated  at  Philip's 
maimer,  when  he  was  giving  me  some  good  advice,  and  I  am  very 


at  has  happened  to  your  lip  ?'  she  exclaimed. 

He  put  his  handkerchief  to  it.  '  Is  it  bleeding  still  ?  It  is  a 
trick  of  mine  to  bite  my  lip  when  I  am  vexed.  It  seems  to  help 
to  keep  down  words.  '  There !  I  have  given  myself  a  mark  of 
this  hateful  outbreak.* 

He  looked  very  unhappy,  more  so,  Mrs.  Edmonstone  thought, 
than  the  actual  offence  required.  '  You  have  only  failed  in  part,' 
she  said.    '  It  was  a  victoiy  to  keep  down  words.' 

'The  feeling  is  the  tldngy  said  Guy;  'besides,  I  showed  it 
plainly  enough,  without  spemng.' 

'  It  is  not  easy  to  take  advice  from  one  so  little  your  elder,' 
began  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  but  he  interrupted  her.  '  It  was  not 
the  advice.  That  was  veiy  good ;  I — '  but  he  spoke  with  an 
effort, — *  I  am  obliged  to  him.  It  was — ^no,  I  won't  say  what,' 
he  added,  his  eyes  kindling,  then  changing  in  a  moment  to  a 
sorrowful,  resolute  tone,  '  Yes,  but  I  wUl^  and  then  I  shall  make 
myself  thoroughly  ashamed.  It  was  his  veiled  assiunption  of 
superiority,  his  contempt  for  all  I  have  been  taught.  Just  as  if 
he  had  not  every  right  to  despise  me,  with  his  talent  and 
scholarship,  after  such  egregious  mistakes  as  I  had  made  in  the 
morning.  I  gave  him  little  reason  to  think  highly  of  my  attain- 
ments ;  but  let  him  slight  me  as  much  as  he  pleases,  he  must  not 
sli^t  those  who  taught  me.    It  was  not  Mr.  Potts'  fault.' 

Even  the  name  could  not  spoil  the  spirited  sound  of  the 
speech,  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  fiill  of  sympathy.  '  You  must 
remember,'  she  said,  '  that  in  the  eyes  of  a  man  brought  up  at 
a  public  school,  nothing  compensates  for  the  want  of  the  r^ular 
classical  education.     I  have  no  doubt  it  was  very  provoking.' 

'  I  don't  want  to  be  excused,  thank  you,'  said  Ghiy.  '  Oh !  I 
am  grieved ;  for  I  thought  the  worst  of  my  temper  had  been 
subdued.  After  all  that  has  passed — ^all  I  felt — I  thought  it 
impossible.  Is  there  no  hope  for — '  He  covered  his  face  with 
his  hands,  then  recovering  and  turning  to  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  he 
said, '  It  is  encroaching  too  much  on  your  kindness  to  come  here 
and  trouble  you  with  my  confessions.' 

'  No,  no,  indeed,'  said  she,  earnestly.  '  Bemember  how  we 
agreed  that  you  should  come  to  me  like  one  of  my  own  children. 
And,  indeed,  I  do  not  see  why  you  need  grieve  in  this  despairing 
way,  for  you  almost  overcame  the  fit  of  anger ;  and  perhaps  you 
were  off  your  guard  because  the  trial  came  in  an  unexpected 
way?' 
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*  It  did,  it  did,'  he  said,  eagerly ;  *  I  don't  mind  being  told 
point  blank  that  I  am  a  dunoe,  but  that  Mr.  Potts — ^nay,  by 
implication — ^my  grandfather  should  be  set  at  nought  in  that 

cool But  here  I  am  again !'  said  he,  checking  himself  in 

the  midst  of  his  vehemence ;  ^  he  did  not  mean  that,  of  course. 
I  have  no  one  to  blame  but  myself.' 

'  I  am  sure,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  '  that  if  you  always  treat 
your  failings  in  this  way,  you  must  subdue  them  at  last.* 
'  It  is  all  failing,  and  resolving,  and  failing  again !'  said  Ghiy. 

*  Yes,  but  the  fulures  become  slighter  and  less  frequent,  and 
the  end  is  victory.' 

*  The  end  victory !'  repeated  Guy,  in  a  musing  tone,  as  he 
stood  leaning  against  the  mantelshelf. 

*Yes,  to  all  who  persevere  and  seek  for  help,'  said  Mrs. 
Edmonstone ;  and  he  raised  his  eyes  and  fixed  them  on  her  with 
an  earnest  look  that  surprised  her,  for  it  was  almost  as  if  the 
hope  came  home  to  him  as  something  new.  At  that  moment, 
however,  she  was  called  away,  and  directly  after  a  voice  in  the 
next  room  exclaimed,  '  Are  you  there,  €hiy  ?  I  want  an  arm !' 
while  he  for  the  first  time  perceived  that  Charles's  door  was 
ajar. 

Charles  thought  all  this  a  great  fuss  about  nothing,  indeed  he 
was  glad  to  find  there  was  any  one  who  had  no  patience  with 
Philip ;  and  in  his  usual  mischievous  manner,  totally  reckless  of 
the  fearful  evil  of  interfering  with  the  influence  for  good  which 
it  was  to  be  hoped  that  Philip  might  exert  over  Guy,  he  spoke 
thus ;  '  I  begin  to  think  the  world  must  be  more  docile  than  I 
have  been  disposed  to  give  it  credit  for.  How  a  certain  cousin  of 
ours  has  escaped  numerous  delicate  hints  to  mind  his  own  busi- 
ness is  to  me  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world.' 

*  No  one  better  deserves  that  his  advice  should  be  followed,' 
said  Guy,  with  some  constraint. 

^  An  additional  reason  against  it,'  sud  Charles.  '  Plague  on 
that  bell!  I  meant  to  have  broken  through  your  formalities 
and  had  a  candid  opinion  of  Don  Philip  before  it  rang.' 

'  Then  I  am  glad  of  it ;  I ,  could  hardly  have  given  you  a 
candid  opinion  just  at  present.' 

Charles  was  vexed ;  but  he  consoled  himself  by  thinking  that 
Guy  did  not  yet  feel  himself  out  of  his  leading-strings,  and  was 
stiU  on  his  good  behaviour.  After  such  a  flash  as  this  there  was 
no  fear  but  there  was  that  in  him  which  would  create  mischief 
and  disturbance  enough.  Charles  was  well  principled  at  the 
bottom,  and  would  have  shrunk  with  horror  had  it  been  set 
before  him  how  dangerous  might  be  the  effect  of  destroying  the 
chance  of  a  friendship  between  Guy  and  the  only  person  whose 
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guidance  was  likely  to  be  beneficial  to  him ;  but  his  idle,  unoc- 
cupied life,  and  habit  of  only  thinking  of  things  as  they  con- 
cerned his  immediate  amusement,  made  him  ready  to  do  anything 
for  the  sake  of  opposition  to  Philip,  and  enjoy  the  vague  idea  of 
excitement  to  be  derived  from  anxiety  about  his  father's  ward, 
whom  at  the  same  time  he  regarded  with  increased  liking  as  he 
became  certain  that  what  he  called  the  Puritan  spirit  was  not 
native  to  him. 

At  dinner-time,  Ghiy  was  as  silent  as  on  his  first  arrival,  and 
there  would  have  been  very  little  conversation  had  not  the  other 
gentlemen  talked  politics,  Philip  leading  the  discussion  to  bear 
upon  the  duties  and  prospects  of  landed  proprietors,  and  dwelling 
on  the  extent  of  their  opportunities  for  doing  good.  He  tried 
to  get  Guy's  attention  by  speaking  of  Ee&lyffe,  of  the  large 
circle  influenced  by  the  head  of  the  Morville  family,  and  of  the 
hopes  entertained  by  Lord  Thomdale  that  this  power  would 
prove  a  valuable  support  to  the  rightful  cause.  He  spoke  in 
vain ;  the  young  heir  of  Beddyffe  made  answers  as  brief,  absent, 
and  indifferent,  as  if  aU  this  concerned  him  no  more  than  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  Philip,  mentally  pronouncing  him 
sullen,  turned  to  address  himself  to  Laura. 

As  soon  as  the  ladies  had  left  the  dining-room,  Guy  roused 
himself,  and  beg^  by  saying  to  his  guardian  that  he  was  afraid 
he  was  veiy  deficient  in  classical  knowledge ;  that  he  found  he 
must  work  hard  before  going  to  Oxford;  and  asked  whether 
there  was  any  tutor  in  the  neighbourhood  to  whom  he  could 
applv. 

Mr.  Edmonstone  opened  his  eyes,  as  much  amazed  as  if  Guy 
had  asked  if  there  was  any  executioner  in  the  neighbourhood 
who  could  cut  off  his  head.  Philip  was  no  less  surprised,  but 
he  held  his  peace,  thinking  it  was  weU  Guy  had  sense  enough  to 
propose  it  voluntarily,  as  he  would  have  suggested  it  to  his  uncle 
as  soon  as  there  was  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  in  private.  As 
soon  as  Mr.  Edmonstone  had  recollected  himself,  and  pronounced 
it  to  be  exceedingly  proper,  Ac.,  they  entered  into  a  discussion 
.  on  the  neighbounng  curates,  and  came  at  last  to  a  resolution 
that  Philip  should  see  whether  Mr.  Lascelles,  a  curate  of  Broad- 
stone,  and  an  old  schoolfellow  of  his  own,  would  read  with  Guy 
a  few  hours  in  every  week. 

After  this  was  settled,  Guy  looked  relieved,  though  he  was 
not  himself  all  the  evening,  and  sat  in  his  old  comer  between  the 
plants  and  the  window,  where  he  read  a  grave  book,  instead  of 
talking,  singbg,  or  finishing  his  volume  of  '  Ten  Thousand 
a-Year.'  Charlotte  was  all  this  time  ill  at  ease.  She  looked 
from  Guy  to  Philip,  firom  Philip  to  Guy ;  she  shut  her  mouth  as 
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if  she  was  forming  some  great  resolve,  then  coloured,  and  looked 
confused,  rushing  into  the  conversation  with  something  more 
mal^ropos  than  usual,  as  if  on  purpose  to  appear  at  her  ease. 
At  last,  just  hefore  her  bed-time,  when  the  tea  was  coming  in, 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  engaged  with  that,  Laura  reading.  Amy 
clearing  Charles's  little  table,  and  Philip  helping  Mr.  Edmonstone 
to  unravel  the  confused  accounts  of  the  late  cheating  bailiff,  Quy 
suddenly  found  her  standing  by  him,  perusing  his  face  with  idl 
the  power  of  her  great  blue  eyes.  She  started  as  he  looked  up, 
and  put  her  fince  into  AmabeFs  great  myrtle,  as  if  she  would 
make  it  appear  that  she  was  smelling  to  it. 

'  Well,  Charlotte  ?'  said  he,  and  the  sound  of  his  voice  made 
her  speak,  but  in  a  frightened,  embarrassed  whisper. 

*  Ghiy — Guy — ^Oh !  I  beg  your  pardon,  but  I  wanted  to ' 

*  WeU,  what  ?'  said  he,  kindly. 

'  I  wanted  to  make  sure  that  you  are  not  angry  with  Philip. 
You  don't  mean  to  keep  up  the  feud,  do  you  ?' 

*  Feud  ?' — I  hope  not,'  said  Guy,  too  much  in  earnest  to  be 
diverted  with  her  lecture.     *  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  him.' 

*  Are  you  really  P'  said  Charlotte,  her  head  a  little  on  one  side. 
'  I  thought  he  had  been  scolding  you.' 

Scolding  was  so  very  inappropriate  to  Philip's  calm,  argu- 
mentative way  of  advising,  that  it  became  impossible  not  to 
laugh. 

*  Not  scolding,  then  ?'  said  Charlotte.  *  You  are  too  nearly 
grown  up  for  that,  but  telling  you  to  learn,  and  being  tiresome.' 

'  I  was  so  foolish  as  to  be  provoked  at  jGrst,'  answered  Guy : 
'  but  I  hope  I  have  thought  better  of  it,  and  am  going  to  act 
upon  it.' 

Charlotte  opened  her  eyes  wider  than  ever,  but  in  the  midst 
of  her  amazement  Mrs.  Edmonstone  called  to  Guy  to  quit  his 
leafy  screen  and  come  to  tea. 

Philip  was  to  return  to  Broadstone  the  next  day,  and  as  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  had  some  errands  there  that  would  occupy  her 
longer  than  Charles  liked  to  wait  in  the  carriage,  it  was  settled 
that  Philip  should  drive  her  there  in  the  pony  phaeton,  and  Guy 
accompany  them  and  drive  back,  thus  having  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  Philip's  print  of  the  '  Madonna  di  San  Sisto,'  returning 
some  calls,  and  being  introduced  to  Mr.  LasceUes,  whilst  she  was 
shopping.  They  appointed  an  hour  and  place  of  meeting,  and 
kept  to  it,  after  which  Mrs.  Edmonstone  took  Guy  with  her  to 
call  on  Mrs.  Deane,  the  wife  of  the  colonel. 

It  was  currently  believed  among  the  young  Edmonstones, 
that  Mamma  and  Mrs.  Deane  never  met  without  talking  over 
Mr.  Morville's  good  qualities,  and  the  present  visit  proved  no 


THE  HEIB  OF  BEDCLYFFK  45 

exception.  Mrs.  Deane,  a  kind,  open-tiearted,  elderlj  lady,  was 
very  fond  of  Mr.  Monrille,  and  proud  of  him  as  a  credit  to  the 
regiment ;  and  she  told  several  traits  of  his  excellent  judgment, 
kindness  of  heart,  and  power  of  leading  to  the  right  course. 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  listened,  and  replied  with  delight;  and  no  less 
pleasure  and  admiration  were  seen  reflected  in  her  young  friend's 
radiant  face. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone's  first  question,  as  they  set  out  on  their 
homeward  drive,  was,  whether  they  had  seen  Mr.  Lascelles  P 

*  Yes,'  said  Guy,  '  I  am  to  hegin  to-morrow,  and  go  to  him 
every  Monday  and  Thursday.* 

*  That  ifi  prompt.' 

^  Ah !  I  have  no  time  to  lose;  hesides,  I  have  heen  leading  too 
smooth  a  life  with  you.  I  want  something  unpleasant  to  keep 
me  in  order.  Something  famously  horrid,'  repeated  he,  smacking 
the  whip  with  a  relish,  as  if  he  would  have  applied  that  if  he 
could  have  found  nothing  else. 

*  You  think  you  live  too  smoothly  at  Hollywell,'  said  Mrs. 
Edmonstone,  hardly  ahle,  with  all  her  respect  for  his  good 
impulses,  to  help  laughing  at  this  strange  hoy. 

'  Yes.  Happy,  thoughtless,  vehement;  that  is  what  your  kind- 
ness makes  me.  Was  it  not  a  proof,  that  I  must  needs  fly  out 
at  such  a  petty  provocation?' 

*  I  should  not  have  thought  it  such  a  very  exciting  life;  cer- 
tainly not  such  as  is  usually  said  to  lead  to  thoughtlessness;  and 
we  have  heen  even  quieter  than  usual  since  you  came.' 

'  Ah,  you  don't  know  what  stuff  I  am  made  of,'  said  Guy, 
gravely,  though  smiling ;  '  your  own  home  party  is  enough  to  ao 
me  harm;  it  is  so  exceedingly  pleasant.' 

'  Pleasant  things  do  not  necessarily  do  harm.' 

'  Not  to  you;  not  to  people  who  are  not  easily  unsettled ;  hut 
when  I  go  up  stairs,  afber  a  talking,  merry  evening,  such  as  the 
night  hefore  last,  I  find  that  I  have  enjoved  it  too  much ;  I  am 
all  ahroad!  I  can  hardly  fix  my  thoughts,  and  I  don't  know 
what  to  do,  since  here  I  must  he,  and  I  can't  either  he  silent,  or 
sit  up  in  mv  own  room.* 

*  Certainly  not,'  said  she,  smiling ;  *  there  are  duties  of  society 
which  you  owe  even  to.  us  dangerous  people.' 

'  No,  no :  don't  misimderstsuid  me.  The  fault  is  in  myself. 
If  it  was  not  for  that,  I  could  learn  nothing  hut  good,* '  said 
Guy,  speaking  very  eagerly,  distressed  at  her  answer. 

'I  helieve  I  understand  vou,'  said  she,  marvelling  at  the 
serious,  ascetic  temper,  couplea  with  the  very  high  anim^  spirits. 
'  For  your  comfort,  I  helieve  the  unsettled  feeling  you  complain 
of  is  chiefly  the  effect  of  novelty.    You  have  led  so  very  retired 
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a  life,  that  a  lively  familj  party  is  to  you  what  dissipation  Would 
be  to  other  people;  and,  as  you  must  meet  the  world  some  time  or 
other,  it  is  better  the  first  encounter  with  it  should  be  in  this 
comparatively  innocent  form.  Go  on  watching  yourself,  and  it 
will  do  you  no  harm.' 

'  Yes,  but  if  I  find  it  does  me  harm?  It  would  be  cowardly 
to  run  away,  and  resistance  should  be  i&om  within.  Yet,  on  the 
other  han^  there  is  the  duty  of  giving  up,  wrenching  oneself 
from  all  that  has  temptation  in  it.' 

*  There  is  nothing,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone, '  that  has  no  tempt- 
ation in  it;  but  I  should  think  the  rule  was  plain.  If  a  duty  such 
as  that  of  living  among  us  for  the  present,  and  making  yourself 
moderately  agreeable,  involves  temptations,  they  must  be  met 
and  battled  from  within.  In  the  same  way,  your  position  in 
society,  with  all  its  duties,  could  not  be  laid  aside  because  it  is 
full  of  trial.  Those  who  do  such  things  are  fiunt-hearted,  and 
fail  in  trust  in  Him  who  fixed  their  station,  and  finds  room  for 
them  to  deny  themselves  in  the  trivial  round  and  common  task. 
It  is  pleasure  involving  no  duty  that  should  be  given  up,  if  we 
find  it  liable  to  lead  us  astray.' 

'I  see,'  answered  Guy,  musingly;  'and  this  reading  comes 
naturally,  and  is  just  what  I  wanted  to  keep  the  pleasant  things 
from  getting  a  full  hold  of  me.  I  ought  to  have  thought  of  it 
sooner,  instead  of  dawdling  a  whole  month  in  idleness.  Then 
all  this  would  not  have  happened.  I  hope  it  will  be  very 
tough.' 

*  You  have  no  great  love  for  Latin  and  Greek  ?' 

*  Oh !'  cried  Guy,  eagerly,  *  to  be  sure  I  delight  in  Homer  and 
the  Georgics,  and  plenty  more.  What  splendid  things  there  are 
in  these  old  fellows !  But  I  never  liked  the  drudgery  part  of  the 
afiair;  and  now  if  am  to  be  set  to  work  to  be  accurate,  and  to 
get  up  all  the  grammar  and  the  Greek  roots,  it  will  be  horrid 
enough  in  all  conscience.' 

He  groaned  as  deeply  as  if  he  had  not  been  congratulating 
himself  just  before  on  the  difficulty. 

'  Who  was  your  tutor,'  asked  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 

*  Mr.  Potts,'  said  Guy.  *  He  is  a  veiy  clever  man ;  he  had  a 
common  grammar-school  education,  but  he  struggled  on — ^taught 
himself  a  great  deal — and  at  last  thought  it  great  promotion  to 
be  a  teacher  at  the  Commercial  Academy,  as  they  call  it,  at 
Moorworth,  where  Markham's  nephews  went  to  school.  He  is 
very  clever,  I  assure  you,  and  very  patient  of  the  hard,  wearing 
life  he  must  have  of  it  there;  and  oh !  so  enjoying  a  new  book, 
or  .an  afternoon  to  himself.    When  I  was  about  eight  or  nine,  I 
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began  with  him,  riding  into  Moorworth  three  times  in  a  week ; 
and  I  have  gone  on  ever  since.  I  am  sure  he  has  done  the  best 
he  could  for  me;  and  he  made  the  readings  very  pleasant  by  his 
own  enjoyment.  K  Philip  had  known  the  difficulties  that  man 
has  stiTiggled  through,  and  his  beautiful  temper,  persevering  in 
doing  his  best  and  being  contented,  I  am  sure  he  could  never 
have  spoken  contemptuously  of  him.' 

'I  am  sure  he  would  not,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone;  ^all  he 
meant  was,  that  a  person  without  a  university  education  cannot 
tell  what  the  requirements  are  to  which  a  man  must  come  up  in 
these  days.' 

'  Ahr  said  Guy,  laughiog, ' how  I  wished  Mr.  Potts  had  been 
there  to  have  enjoyed  listening  to  Philip  and  Mr.  Lascelles  dis- 
cussing some  new  Lexicon,  digging  down  for  roots  of  words,  and 
quoting  passages  of  obscure  Greek  poets  at  such  a  rate,  that  if 
my  eyes  had  heen  shut  I  could  have  thought  them  two  withered 
old  students  in  spectacles  and  snuff-coloured  coats.' 

'  Phihp  was  in  his  element,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  smiling. 
'  Eeally,'  proceeded  Guy,  with  animation,  '  the  more  I  hear 
and  see  of  Philip,  the  more  I  wonder.    What  a  choice  collection 
of  books  he  has — so  many  of  them  school  prizes,  and  how  beau- 
tifully bound !' 

'  Ah !  that  is  one  of  Philip's  peculiar  ways.  With  all  his 
prudence  and  his  love  of  books,  I  believe  he  would  not  buy  one 
unless  he  had  a  reasonable  prospect  of  being  able  to  dress  it 
handsomely.    Bid  you  see  the  print?' 

'  Tes,  that  I  did.  What  glorious  loveliness !  There  is  nothing 
that  does  it  justice  but  the  description  in  the  lecture.  Oh !  I 
forgot,  you  have  not  heard  it.  You  must  let  me  read  it  to  you 
by-and-by.  Those  two  Httle  angels,  what  faces  they  have.  Per- 
fect innocence — one  Aill  of  reasoning,  the  other  of  unreasoning 
adoration!' 

'  I  see  it  r  suddenly  exclaimed  Mrs.  Edmonstone;  ^  I  see  what 
you  are  like  in  one  of  your  looks,  not  by  any  means  in  all — ^it  is 
to  the  larger  of  those  two  angels.' 

'  Very  seldom,  I  should  guess,'  said  Guy;  and  sinking  his  voice, 
as  if  he  was  communicating  a  most  painful  fiust,  he  ^ded,  *  My 
real  likeness  is  old  Sir  Hugh's  portrait  at  home.  But  what  were 
we  saying?  Oh!  about  Philip.  How  nice  those  stories  were 
of  Mrs.  Deane's.' 

'  She  is  very  fond  of  him.' 

'  To  have  won  so  much  esteem  and  admiration  already  from 
fltrangers,  with  no  prejudice  in  his  favour. — It  must  be  entirely 
his  own  doing ;  and  well  it  may!    Every  tiine  one  hears  of  him. 
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something  comes  out  to  make  him  seem  more  admirable.  Toa 
are  laughmg  at  me,  and  I  own  it  is  presumptuous  to  praise ;  bat 
I  did  not  mean  to  praise,  only  to  admire.' 

*  I  like  very  much  to  hear  my  nephew  praised ;  I  was  onbf 
smiling  at  your  enthusiastic  way.* 

'  I  only  wonder  I  am  not  more  enthusiastic/  said  €hiy.  '  I 
suppose  it  is  his  plain  good  sense  that  drives  away  that  soft 
of  feeling,  for  he  is  as  near  heroism  in  the  way  of  self-sacrifice 
as  a  man  can  be  in  these  days.' 

*  Poor  Philip !  if  disappointment  can  make  a  hero,  it  has  fidlen 
to  his  share.  Ah !  Guy,  you  are  brightening  and  looking  like 
one  of  my  young  ladies  in  hopes  of  a  tale  of  true  love  crossed, 
but  it  was  only  love  of  a  sister.' 

*  The  sister  for  whom  he  gave  up  so  much  ?' 

'  Yes,  his  sister  Margaret.  She  was  eight  or  nine  years  older, 
very  handsome,  very  clever,  a  good  detd  like  him — a  pattern 
elder  sister;  indeed,  she  brought  him  up  in  great  part  after  his 
mother  died,  and  he  was  devoted  to  her.  I  do  beHeve  it  made 
the  sacrifice  of  his  prospects  quite  easy  to  him,  to  know  it  was 
for  her  sake,  that  she  would  live  on  at  Stylehurst,  and  the  change 
be  sofbened  to  her.  Then  came  Fanny's  illness,  and  that  led  to 
the  marriage  with  Dr.  Henley.  It  was  just  what  no  one  could 
object  to ;  he  is  a  respectable  man  in  fuU  practice,  with  a  large 
income ;  but  he  is  much  older  than  she  is,  not  her  equal  in  mind 
or  cultivation,  and,  though  I  hardly  like  to  say  so,  not  at  all  a 
religious  man.  At  any  rate,  Margaret  Morville  was  one  of  the 
last  people  one  could  bear  to  see  marry  for  the  sake  of  an  esta- 
blishment.' 

*  Could  her  brother  do  nothing  ?* 

'  He  expostulated  with  all  his  might;  but  at  nineteen  he  oould 
do  little  with  a  determined  'sister  of  twenty-seven ;  and  the  very 
truth  and  power  of  his  remonstrance  must  have  made  it  leave  a 
sting.  Poor  fellow,  I  believe  he  suffered  terribly— just  as  he  had 
lost  Fanny,  too,  which  he  felt  very  deeply,  for  she  was  a  very 
sweet  creature,  and  he  was  very  fond  of  her.  It  was  like  losing 
both  sisters  and  home  at  once.' 

'  Has  he  not  just  been  staying  with  Mrs.  Henley  P' 

*  Yes.  There  was  never  any  coolness,  as  people  call  it.  He 
is  the  one  thing  she  loves  and  is  proud  of.  They  always  cor- 
respond, and  he  often  stavs  with  her;  but  he  owns  to  diftliking 
the  Doctor,  and  I  don't  tnink  he  has  much  comfort  in  Margaret 
herself,  for  he  always  comes  back  more  grave  and  stem  thim  he 
went.  Her  house,  with  all  her  good  wi^es,  can  be  no  home  to 
him ;  and  so  we  try  to  make  Holfywell  supply  the  place  of  Style- 
hurst as  well  as  we  can.' 
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*  How  glad  he  most  be  to  have  you  to  comfort  him!* 

'  Philip  ?  Oh  no.  He  was  always  reserved ;  open  to  no  one 
but  Maigaret,  not  even  to  his  father ;  and  since  her  marriage 
he  has  shut  himself  up  within  himself  more  than  ever.  It  has, 
at  least  I  think  it  is  this  that  has  given  him  a  severity,  an 
unwillingness  to  trust,  which  I  believe  is  often  the  consequence 
of  a  great  disappointment  either  in  love  or  in  friendship.' 

'Thank  you  for  telling  me,'  said  Guy:  'I  shall  understand 
him  better,  and  look  up  to  him  more*  Oh !  it  is  a  cruel  thing 
to  find  that  what  one  loves  is,  or  has  not  been,  all  one  thought. 
What  must  he  not  have  gone  through !' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  well  pleaised  to  have  given  so  much 
assistance  to  Guy's  sincere  desire  to  become  attached  to  his 
cousin,  one  of  the  most  favourable  signs  in  the  character  that 
was  winning  so  much  upon  her. 


CHAPTER  V. 

A  doud  waa  o'er  my  childhood's  dream, 

I  sat  in  solitude ; 
I  know  not  how — I  know  not  why. 
But  round  my  soul  all  drearily 

There  was  a  silent  shroud. 

Thoughts  nr  Past  Tsabb. 

MBS.  EDMONSTONE  was  anxious  to  hear  Mr.  Lascelles' 
opinion  of  his  pupil,  and  in  time  she  learnt  that  he  thought 
Sir  Guy  had  very  good  abilities,  and  a  fair  amount  of  general 
information ;  but  that  his  classical  knowledge  was  far  from  accu- 
rate, and  mathematics  had  been  greatly  neglected.  He  had  been 
encouraged  to  think  his  work  done  when  he  had  gathered  the 
general  meaning  of  a  passage,  or  translated  it  into  English  verse, 
spirited  and  flowing,  but  ofben  frirther  &om  the  original  than 
he  or  his  tutor  could  perceive.  He  had  never  been  taught  to 
work,  at  least  as  other  boys  study,  and  great  application  would 
be  requisite  to  bring  his  attainments  to  a  level  with  those  of  far 
less  clever  boys  educated  at  a  public  school. 

Mr.'Lascelles  told  him  so  at  first ;  but  as  there  were  no  reflec* 
tions  on  his  grandfather,  or  on  Mr.  Potts,  Quy's  lip  did  not  sufier, 
and  he  only  asked  how  many  hours  a  day  he  ought  to  read. 
'  Three,'  said  Mr.  Lascelles,  with  due  regard  to  a  probable  want 
of  habits  of  application ;  but  then  remembering  how  much  waa 
midone,  he  added,  that  *  it  ought  to  be  four,  or  more,  if  possible.' 

*  Four  it  shall  be,'  said  Guy;  *  five,  if  I  can.' 

His  whole  strength  of  will  was  set  to  accomplish  these  four 
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hours,  taking  them  before  and  after  bres^ast,  working  bard  all 
the  morning  till  the  last  hour  before  luncheon,  when  he  came  to 
read  the  lectures  on  poetry  with  Charles.  Here,  for  the  first  time, 
it  appeared  that  Charles  had  so  entirely  ceased  to  consider  him  as 
company,  as  to  domineer  over  him  like  his  own  family. 

Used  as  Gtiy  had  been  to  an  active  out-of-doors  life,  and  now 
turned  back  to  authors  he  had  read  long  ago,  to  fight  his  way 
through  the  construction  of  their  language,  not  excusing  himself 
one  jot  of  the  difficulty,  nor  turning  aside  Grom  one  mountain  OTer 
which  his  own  efibrts  could  carry  him,  he  found  his  work  as  tough 
and  tedious  as  he  could  vrish  or  fear,  and  by  the  end  of  the  morn- 
ing was  thoroughly  fagged.  Then  would  have  been  the  re- 
fr^hing  time  for  recreafion  in  that  pleasant  idling-place,  the 
HollyweU  drawing-room.  Any  other  time  of  day  would  have 
suited  Charles  as  well  for  the  reading,  but  he  liked  to  take  the 
hour  at  noon,  and  never  perceived  that  this  made  all  the  differ- 
ence to  his  friend  of  a  toil  or  a  pleasure.  Now  and  then  Ghiy 
gave  tremendous  yawns ;  and  once  when  Charles  told  him  he  was 
very  stupid,  proposed  a  different  time ;  but  as  Charles  objected, 
he  yielded  as  submissively  as  the  rest  of  the  household  were  accus- 
tomed to  do. 

To  watch  Guy  was  one  of  Charles's  chief  amusements,  and  he 
rejoiced  greatly  in  the  prospect  of  hearing  his  history  of  his  first 
dinner-party.  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  E^onstone,  and  Sir  Guy 
Morville,  were  invited  to  dine  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brownlow. 
Mr.  Edmonstone  was  delighted*  as  usual  with  any  opportunity  of 
seeing  his  neighbours ;  Guy  looked  as  if  he  did  not  know  whether 
he  lued  the  notion  or  not ;  Laura  told  him  it  would  be  very 
absurd  and  stupid,  but  there  would  be  some  good  music,  and 
Charles  ordered  her  to  say  no  more,  that  he  mi^ht  have  the 
account,  the  next  morning,  from  a  fresh  and  unprejudiced  mind« 

His  next  morning's  question  was,  of  course,  *  How  did  you  Hke 
your  party?' 

^  O,  it  was  great  fun.'  Guy's  favourite  answer  was  caught  up 
in  the  midst,  as  Laura  replied, '  It  wi^  just  what  their  parties 
always  are.' 

'  Come,  let  us  have  the  history.  Who  handed  who  into  dinner  ? 
I  hope  Guy  had  Mrs.  Brownlow.' 

*  Oh  no,'  said  Laura ;  '  we  had  both  the  honourables.' 
*Not  Philip?' 

'No,'  said  €ruy;  'the  fidus  Achates  was  without  his  pious 
^neas.' 

'  Very  good,  Guy,'  said  Charles,  enjoying  the  laugh. 

*  I  could  not  help  thinking  of  it,'  said  Guy,  rather  apologizing, 
*  when  I  was  watching  Thomdale's  manner ;  it  is  such  an  imita- 
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tion  of  Philip ;  lookiiig  droUer,  I  think,  in  his  absence,  than  in 
his  presence.    I  wonder  if  he  is  conscious  of  it.' 

'  It  does  not  suit  him  at  all,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone ;  '  because 
he  has  no  natural  dignity.' 

'  A  man  ought  to  be  six  foot  one,  person  and  mind,  to  suit 
with  that  grand,  sedate,  gradous  way  of  PhiHp's,'  said  Guy. 

'  There's  Qiiy's  measure  of  Philip's  intellect/  said  Charles ; 
'just  six  foot  one  inch.' 

'  As  much  mare  than  other  people's  as  his  height,'  said  Qtiy. 
'  Who  was  your  neighbour,  Laura  ?'  asked  Amy. 
'  Dr.  Mayeme ;  I  was  very  glad  of  him,  to  keep  off  those  hunt- 
ing friends  of  Mr.  Brownlow,  who  never  ask  anything  but  if  one 
hf^  been  to  the  races,  and  if  one  likes  balls.' 

'And  how  did  Mrs.  Brownlow  behave  P'  said  Charles. 
'  She  is  a  wonderful  woman,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  in  her 
quiet  way ;  and  Quy,  with  an  expression  between  drollery  and 
simplicity,  said, '  Then  there  aren't  many  like  her.' 
'I  hope  not/  sud  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 
'  Is  ^e  really  a  lady  ?' 

*  Philip  commonly  calls  her  '  that  woman,"  said  Charles.  '  He 
has  never  got  over  her  one  night  classing  him  with  his  '  young 
man'  and  myselfy  aa  three  of  the  shyest  monkeys  she  ever  came 
across.' 

'  She  wont  say  so  of  Maurice,'  said  Laura,  as  they  recovered 
the  laugh. 

'  I  heard  her  deluding  some  young  lady  by  saying  he  was  the 
eldest  son,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 

'Mamma!'  cried  Amy,  'could  she  have  thougfatso?' 
'  I  put  in  a  gentle  hint  on  Lord  de  Courpy's  existence,  to  which 
she  answered,  in  her  quick  way,  'O  ay,  I  forgot;  but  then  he  is 
the  second,  and  that's  the  next  thing." 

'If  you  could  but  have  heard  the  stories  she  and  Maurice  were 
telling  eachother!'  said  Guy.  'Hewas  playing  heroff,  I  believe; 
for  whatever  she  told,  he  capped  with  something  more  wonderful. 
Is  she  really  a  lady?' 

'  By  birth,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone.  '  It  \s  only  her  high  spirits 
and  small  judgment  that  make  her  so  absurd.' 

'  How  loud  she  is,  too !'  said  Laura.  '  What  was  all  that  about 
horses,  Guy?' 

'  She  was  saying  she  drove  two  such  spirited  horses,  that  all 
the  grooms  were  afraid  of  them ;  and  when  she  wanted  to  take 
out  her  little  boy,  Mr.  Brownlow  said, '  You  may  do  as  you  like, 
my  dear,  but  I  wont  have  my  son's  neck  broken,  whatever  you 
do  with  vour  own.'  So  Maurice  answered  by  declaring  he  knew 
a  lady  who  drove,  not  two,  but  four-in-hand,  and  when  the  leaders 
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turned  round  and  looked  her  in  the  face,  gave  a  little  nod,  and 
said,  *  I'm  obliged  for  your  civility." 

^  Oh !  I  wish  I  had  heard  that,'  cried  Laura. 

'  Did  you  hear  her  saying  she  smoked  cigars  P' 

Every  one  cried  out  with  horror  or  laughter. 

*  Of  course,  Maurice  told  a  story  of  a  lady  who  had  a  cigar-case 
hanging  at  her  chatelaine,  and  always  took  one  to  remsh  her 
after  a  ball.' 

.  €hiy  was  interrupted  by  the  announcement  of  his  horse,  and 
rode  ofiT  at  once  to  Mr.  Lascelles. 

On  his  return  he  went  straight  to  the  drawing-room,  where 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  reading  to  Charles,  and  abruptly  ex- 
cliumed, — 

'  I  told  you  wrong.  She  only  said  she  had  smoked  one  cigar.' 
Then,  perceiving  that  he  was  interrupting,  he  added,  *  I  beg  your 
pardon,'  and  went  away. 

The  next  evening,  on  coming  in  from  a  solitary  skating,  he 
found  the  younger  party  in  the  drawing-room,  Charles  entertain- 
ing the  Miss  Harpers  with  the  story  of  the  cigars.  He  hastily 
interposed — 

*  I  told  you  it  was  but  one.' 

'  Ay,  tried  one,  and  went  on.  She  was  preparing  an  order  for 
Havannah.' 

'  I  thought  I  told  you  I  repeated  the  conversation  incorrectly.' 

'  K  it  is  not  the  letter,  it  is  the  spirit,'  said  Charles,  vexed  at 
the  interference  with  his  sport  of  amazing  the  Harpers  with  oxit- 
rageous  stories  of  Mrs.  Brownlow. 

'  It  is  just  like  her,'  said  one  of  them.  '  I  could  believe  any- 
thing of  Mrs.  Brownlow.' 

*  You  must  not  believe  this,'  said  Guy,  gently.  '  I  repeated 
incorrectly  what  had  better  have  been  forgotten,  and  I  must  beg 
my  foolish  exaggeration  may  go  no  further.' 

Charles  became  sullenly  silent ;  Guy  stood  thoughtful ;  and 
Laura  and  Amabel  could  not.  easily  sustain  the  conversation  till 
the  visitors  took  their  leave. 

'  Here's  a  pother !'  grumbled  Charles,  as  soon  as  they  were 
gone. 

*  I  b^your  pardon  for  spoiling  your  story,'  said  Guy;  'but  it 
was  my  fault,  so  I  was  obliged  to  interfere.' 

'  Bosh !'  said  Charles.  '  Who  cares  whether  she  smoked  one 
or  twenty?    She  is  Mrs.  Brownlow  still.' 

*  The  point  is,  what  was  truth?'  said  Laura. 

*  Straining  at  gnats,'  said  Charles. 

'  Little  wings  r'  said  Guy,  glancilig  at  Amabel. 
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'  Have  it  your  own  way,'  said  Cliarles,  throwing  his  head  back ; 
'  they  must  be  little  souk,  indeed,  that  stick  at  such  trash.' 

Guy's  brows  were  contracted  with  vexation,  but  Laura  looked 
up  very  prettily,  saying — 

'  Never  mind  him.  We  must  all  honour  you  for  doing  such  an 
unpleasant  thing.' 

'You  will  recommend  him  favourably  to  Philip,*  growled 
Charles. 

There  was  no  reply,  and  presently  Guy  asked  whether  he  would 
go  up  to  dress  P  Having  no  other  wa^  of  showing  his  displeasure, 
he  refused,  and  remained  nursing  his  ill-humour,  till  he  forgot 
how  slight  the  offence  had  been,  and  worked  himself  into  a  sort 
of  insane  desire — ^half  mischievous,  half  revengeM — ^to  be  as  pro* 
Yoking  as  he  could  in  his  turn. 

Seldom  had  he  been  more  contrary,  as  his  old  nurse  was  wont 
to  call  it.  No  one  could  please  him,  and  Guy  was  not  allowed  to 
do  anything  for  him.  Whatever  he  said  was  intended  to  rub  on 
some  sore  place  in  Guy's  mind.  His  mother  and  Laura's  signs 
made  him  worse,  for  he  had  the  pleasure  of  teasing  them,  also ; 
but  Guy  endured  it  all  with  perfect  temper,  and  he  grew  more 
cross  at  his  faUure ;  yet,  from  force  of  habit,  at  bed-timOi  he  found 
himself  on  the  stairs  with  Guy's  arm  supporting  him. 

'  Good  night,'  said  Guy,  when  he  had  landed  him  in  his  own 
room. 

*'  Good  night,'  said  Charles ;  '  I  tried  hard  to  poke  up  the  lion 
to-night,  but  I  see  it  wont  do.' 

This  plea  of  trying  experiments  was  neither  absolutely  truo 
nor  fidse ;  but  it  restored  Charles  to  himself,  by  saving  a  confes* 
sion  that  he  had  been  out  of  temper,  and  enabling  him  to  treat 
with  his  wonted  indifference  the  expostulations  of  fiither,  mother, 
and  Laura. 

Now  that  the  idea  of '  poking  up  the  lion'  had  once  occurred, 
it  became  his  great  occupation  to  attempt  it.  He  wanted  to  see 
some  evidence  of  the  fiery  temper,  and  it  was  a  new  sport  to  try 
to  rouse  it ;  one,  too,  which  had  the  greater  relish,  as  it  kept  the 
rest  of  the  family  on  thorns. 

He  would  argue  against  his  real  opinion,  talk  against  his  better 
sense,  take  the  wrong  side,  and  say  much  that  was  very  far  from 
his  true  sentiments.  Guy  could  not  imderstand  at  first,  and  was 
quite  confounded  at  some  of  the  views  he  espoused,  till  Laura 
came  to  his  help,  greatly  irritating  her  brother  by  hints  that  he 
was  not  in  earnest.  Next  time  she  could  speak  to  Guy  alone, 
she  told  him  he  must  not  take  all  Charles  said  literally. 

'  I  thought  he  could  hardly  mean  it ;  but  why  should  he  talk  sop* 
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'  I  can't  ezcase  him ;  I  know  it  is  very  wrong,  and  at  the 
expense  of  tnith,  and  it  is  very  disagreeable  of  him — I  wish  he 
would  not ;  but  he  always  does  what  he  likes,  and  it  is  one  of 
his  amusements,  so  we  must  bear  with  him,  poor  fellow.' 

From  that  time  Ghiy  seemed  to  have  no  irouble  in  reining  in 
his  temper  in  arguing  with  Charles,  except  once,  when  the  lion 
was  fairly  roused  by  something  that  sounded  like  a  sneer  about 
Kipg  Charles  I. 

ms  whole  fiace  changed,  his  hazel  eye  gleamed  with  light  like 
an  eagle's,  and  he  started  up,  erclaimiug — 

'You  did  not  mean  that ?' 

*  Ask  Strafford,'  answered  Charles,  coolly,  startled,  but  satisfied 
to  have  found  the  vulnerable  point. 

*  Uugenerous,  unmanly,'  said  Ghiy,  his  voice  low,  but  quivering 
with  indignation;  *  ungenerous  to  r^roach  him  with  what  he  so 
bitterly  repented.    Could  not  Ms  penitence,  could  not  his  own 

blood *  but  as  he  spoke,  the  gleam  of  wrath  faded,  the  flush 

deepened  on  the  cheek,  and  he  left  the  room. 

'  Ha !'  soliloquized  Charles, '  I've  done  it !  I  could  £uicy  his 
wrath  something  terrific  when  it  was  once  well  up.  I  didn't 
know  what  was  coming  next ;  but  I  believe  he  has  got  himself 
pretty  well  in  hand.  It  is  playing  with  edge  tools ;  and  now  I 
have  been  favoured  with  one  flash  of  the  Morville  eye,  I'll  let 
him  alone;  but  it  ryled  me  to  be  treated  as  something  beneath 
bis  anger,  like  a  woman  or  a  child.' 

In  about  ten  minutes  Guy  came  back:  *  1  am  sony  I  was 
hasty  just  now,'  said  he. 

'    '  I  did  not  know  you  had  such  personal  feelings  about  King 
Charles.' 

*  If  you  would  do  me  a  kindness,'  proceeded  Gkiy,  *  you  would 
just  say  you  did  not  mean  it.  I  know  you  do  not,  but  if  you 
would  only  say  so.' 

*  I  am  glad  you  have  the  wit  to  see  I  have  too  much  taste  to 
be  a  roundhead.' 

*  Thank  you,*  said  Guy;  *  I  hope  I  shall  know  your  jest  firom 
your  earnest  another  time.  Only  if  you  would  oblige  me,  you 
would  never  jest  again  about  King  Charles.' 

His  brow  darkened  into  a  stem,  grave  expression,  so  entirely 
in  earnest,  that  Charles,  though  making  no  answer,  could  not 
do  otherwise  than  feel  compliance  imavoidable.  Charles  had 
never  been  so  entirely  conquered,  yet,  strange  to  say,  he  was  not, 
as  usual,  rendered  sullen. 

,  At  night,  when  Guy  had  taken  him  to  his  room,  he  paused, 
and  said — *  You  are  sure  you  have  forgiven  me  ?' 

*  What !  you  have  not  forgotten  that  yet  ?'  said  Charles. 
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'  Of  cotme  not.' 

'  I  am  sorry  you  bear  so  much  malice,'  said  Charles,  smiling. 

'  What  are  you  imagining?'  cried  Guy.  '  It  was  my  own  part 
I  was  remembering,  as  I  must,  you  know.' 

Charles  did  not  choose  to  betray  that  he  did  not  see  the 
necessity; 

'I  thought  King  Charles's  wrongs  were  rankling.  I  only 
spoke  as  taking  liberties  with  a  friend.' 

*  Yes,'  said  Guy,  thoughtfully,  *  it  may  be  foolish,  but  I  do 
not  feel  as  if  one  could  do  so  with  King  Charles.  He  is  too 
near  home;  he  suffered  too  much  from  sco£&  and  railings;  his 
heart  was  too  tender,  his  repentance  too  deep  for  his  friends  to 
add  one  word  even  in  jest  ix)  the  heap  of  reproach.  How  one 
would  have  loved  him  1'  proceeded  Guy,  wrapt  up  in  his  own 
thoughts, — '  loved  him  for  the  gentleness  so  little  accordant  with 
the  rude  times  and  the  part  he  had  to  act — served  him  half  like 
a  knight's  devotion  to  ms  lady-love,  half  like  devotion  to  a  saint, 
as  Montrose  did — 

'  Great,  good,  and  juBt,  eonld  I  bat  rate 

My  grief,  and  wy  too  rigid  &te, 

Pd  weep  the  worid  in  such  a  strain, 

Aa  it  should  deluge  onoe  again.' 

*  And,  oh !'  cried  he,  with  sudden  vehemence,  *  how  one  would 
have  fought  for  him !' 

'  You  would !'  said  Charles.  '  I  should  like  to  see  you  and 
Deloraine  charging  at  the  head  of  Prince  Bupert's  troopers.^ 

'  I  b^  your  pardon,'  said  Ghiy,  suddenly  re<»lled,  and  colouring 
deeply;  'I  beEeve  I  forgot  where  I  was,  and  have  treated  yoa 
to  one  of  my  old  dreams  in  my  boatings  at  home.  You  may 
quiz  me  as  much  as  you  please  to-morrow.     Good  night.' 

'  It  was  a  rhapsody  !'  thought  Charles;  yes,  it  was.  I  wonder 
I  don't  laugh  at  it;  but  I  was  actually  carried  along.  Fancy 
that!  He  did  it  so  naturally;  in  fact,  it  was  all  from  the 
bottom  of  hjs  heart,  and  I  could  not  quiz  him — no,  no  more 
than  Montrose  himself.  He  is  a  strange  article !  but  he  keeps 
one  awake,  which  is  more  than  most  people  do !' 

Guy  was  indeed  likely  to  keep  every  one  awake  just  then;  for 
Mr.  Edmonstone  was  going  to  take  him  out  hunting  for  the 
first  time,  and  he  was  half  wild  about  it.  The  day  came,  and 
half  an  hour  before  Mr.  Edmonstone  was  ready,  Guy  was  walk- 
ing about  the  hall,  checking  many  an  incipient  whistle,  and  telling 
every  one  that  he  was  beforehand  with  the  world,  for  he  had  read 
one  extra  hour  yesterday,  and  had  got  through  the  others  before 
breakfast.  Laura  thought  it  very  true  that,  as  Philip  said,  he 
was  only  a  boy,  and  moralized  to  Charlotte  on  his  being  the 
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same  age  as  herself — ^very  nearly  eighteen.  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
told  Charles  it  was  a  treat  to  see  any  one  so  happy,  and  when 
he  b^an  to  chafe  at  the  delay,  did  her  best  to  beguile  the  time, 
but  without  much  success,  (juy  had  never  learnt  to  wait 
patiently,  and  had  a  custom  of  marching  up  and  down,  and  lis- 
tening with  his  head  thrown  back,  or,  as  Charles  used  to  call  it, 
^prancing  in  the  hall.' 

If  Mrs.  Edmonstone's  patience  was  tried  by  the  preparation 
for  the  himt  in  the  morning,  it  was  no  less  her  lot  to  hear  of  it 
in  the  evening.  Guy  came  home  in  the  highest  spirits,  pouring 
out  his  delight  to  every  one,  with  animation  and  power  of 
description  giving  all  he  said  a  charm.  The  pleasure  did  not 
lose  by  repetition^  he  was  more  engrossed  by  it  every  time;  and 
no  one  could  be  more  pleased  with  his  ardour  than  Mr.  Edmon- 
stone, who,  proud  of  him  and  his  riding,  gave  a  sigh  to  past 
hopes  of  poor  Charles,  and  promoted  the  huntrng  with  far  more 
glee  than  he  had  promoted  the  reading. 

The  Eedclyffe  groom,  William,  whose  surname  of  Bobinson 
was  entirely  foi^tton  in  the  appellation  of  William  of  Delondne, 
was  as  proud  of  Sir  Ghiy  as  Mr.  Edmonstone  could  be;  but  made 
representations  to  his  master  that  he  must  not  hunt  Deloraine 
two  days  in  the  week,  and  ride  him  to  Broadstone  two  more. 
Guy  then  walked  to  Broadstone;  but  William  was  no  better 
pleased,  for  he  thought  the  credit  of  Beddyffe  compromised, 
and  punished  him  by  reporting  Deloraine  not  fit  to  be  used  next 
hunting-day.  Mr.  Edmonstone  perceived  that  Guy  ought  to 
have  another  hunter;  Philip  heard  of  one  for  sale,  and  afber  due 
inspection  all  admired — even  William,  who  had  begun  by  re- 
marking that  there  might  be  so  many  screw-looses  about  a  horse, 
that  a  man  did  not  know  what  to  be  at  with  them. 

Philip,  who  was  conducting  the  negotiation,  came  to  dine  at 
Hollywell  to  settle  the  particulars.  Guy  was  in  a  most  eager 
state;  and  they  and  Mr.  Edmonstone  talked  so  long  about 
horses,  that  they  sent  Charles  to  sleep;  his  mother  began  to 
read,  and  the  two  elder  girls  fell  into  a  low,  mysterious  confabu^ 
lation  of  their  own  till  they  were  startled  by  a  question  from 
Philip  as  to  what  could  engross  them  so  deeply. 

*  It  was,'  said  Laura,  '  a  banshee  story  in  Eveleen  de  Courcy's 
last  letter.' 

'  I  never  like  telling  ghost  stories  to  people  who  don't  believe 
in  them,'  half  whispered  Amabel  to  her  sister. 

*  Do  you  believe  them  ?'  asked  Philip,  looking,  fiill  at  her. 

'  Now  I  wont  have  little  Amy  asked  the  sort  of  question  she 
most  dislikes,'  interposed  Laura;  'I  had  rather  ask  if  you 
laugh  at  us  for  thinking  many  ghost  stories  inexplicable  ?' 
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*  Certainly  not.' 

'  The  universal  belief  could  hardly  be  kept  up  without  some 
grounds/  said  Ghiy. 

'  That  would  apply  as  well  to  fairies/  said  Philip. 

*  Every  one  has  an  unexplained  ghost  story/  said  Amy. 

^  Yes/  said  Philip ;  *•  but  I  would  give  something  to  meet  any 
one  whose  ghost  story  did  not  rest  on  the  testimony  of  a  Mend's 
cousin's  cousin,  a  very  strong-minded  person.' 

'  I  can't  imagine  how  a  person  who  has  seen  a  ghost  could 
ever  speak  of  it/  said  Amy. 

'  Did  you  not  tell  us  a  story  of  pixies  at  Bedclyffe  ?'  said 
Laura. 

*0  yes;  the  people  there  believe  in  them  firmly.  Jonas 
Ledbury  heard  them  laughing  one  night  when  he  could  not  get 
the  gate  open/  said  Guy. 

'  Ah  !  you  are  the  authority  for  ghosts/  said  Philip. 

*  I  forgot  that/  said  Laura :  *  I  wonder  we  never  asked  you 
about  your  Bedclyffe  ghost.' 

*  You  look  as  if  you  had  seen  it  yourself/  said  Philip. 

*  You  have  not  P'  exclaimed  Amy,  abnost  frightened. 

*  Come,  let  us  have  the  whole  story,'  said  Philip.  *  Was  it 
your  own  reflection  in  the  glass  ?  was  it  old  Sir  Hugh  p  or  was 
it  the  murderer  of  Becket  ?  Come,  the  ladies  are  both  ready  to 
scream  at  the  right  moment.  Never  mind  giving  him  a  cocked- 
hat,  for  with  whom  may  you  take  a  lib^y,  if  not  with  an 
ancestral  ghost  of  your  own  ?' 

Amy  could  not  think  how  Philip  could  have  gone  on  all  this 
time ;  perhaps  it  was  because  he  was  not  watchmg  how  Guy's 
colour  varied,  how  he  bit  his  lip;  and  at  last  his  eyes  seemed  to 
grow  dark  in  the  middle,  and  to  sparkle  with  fire,  as  with  a  low, 
deep  tone,  like  distant  thunder,  conveying  a  tremendous  force  of 

suppressed  passion,  he  exclaimed,  *  Beware  of  trifling '  then 

breaking  off,  hastened  out  of  the  room. 

'  What's  the  matter  p'  asked  Mr.  Edmonstone,  startled  from 
his  nap;  and  his  wife  looked  up  anxiously,  but  returned  to  her 
book,  as  her  nephew  replied,  '  Nothing.' 

'  How  could  you,  Philip  P'  said  Laura. 

'  I  really  believe  he  has  seen  it !'  said  Amy,  in  a  startled 
whisper. 

*  He  has  felt  it.  Amy — the  MorviUe  spirit,'  said  Philip. 

'  It  is  a  great  pity  you  spoke  of  puttmg  a  cocked  hat  to  it,' 
said  Laura ;  *  he  must  have  suspected  us  of  telling  you  what 
happened  about  Mrs.  Brownlow.' 

'  And  are  you  going  to  do  it  now  p'  said  her  sister,  in  a  tone  of 
remonstrance. 
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'  I  think  Philip  should  hear  it !'  said  Laura;  and  she  proceeded 
to  relate  the  story.  She  was  glad  to  see  that  her  cousin  was 
struck  with  it ;  he  admired  this  care  to  maintain  strict  truth, 
and  even  opened  a  memorandum-hook — ^the  sight  of  which 
Charles  dreaded — and  read  the  following  extract :  '  Do  not  think 
of  one  £BLlsity  as  harmless,  and  another  as  slight,  and  another  as 
unintended.  Cast  them  all  aside.  Thej  may  be  light  and  acci* 
dental,  but  they  are  an  ugly  soot  from  the  smoke  of  the  pit,  for 
all  that ;  and  it  is  better  that  our  hearts  should  be  swept  clean 
of  them,  without  over  care  as  to  which  is  the  largest  or  blackest.' 

Laura  and  Amy  were  much  pleased ;  but  he  went  on  to  re- 
gret that  such  excellent  dispositions  should  be  coupled  with  such 
vehemence  of  character  and  that  unhappy  temper.  Amy  was 
glad  that  her  sister  ventured  to  hint  that  he  might  be  more 
cautious  in  avoiding  collisions. 

'  I  am  cautious,'  replied  he,  quickly  and  sternly;  '  I  am  not  to 
be  told  of  the  necessity  of  exercising  forbearance  with  this  poor 
boy;  but  it  is  impossible  to  reckon  on  all  the  points  on  which 
he  is  sensitive.' 

'  He  is  sensitive,'  said  Laura.  *  I  don't  mean  only  in  temper, 
but  in  everything.  I  wonder  if  it  is  part  of  his  musical  tempera- 
ment to  be  as  keenly  alive  to  all  around,  as  his  ear  is  to  every 
note.  A  blight  day,  a  fine  view,  is  such  zeal  happiness  to  him ; 
he  dwells  on  eveiy  beauty  of  Kedclyffe  with  such  affection ;  and 
then,  when  he  reads,  Charles  says  it  is  like  going  over  the  story 
again  himself  to  watch  his  face  act  it  in  that  unconscious  manner.' 

'  He  makes  all  the  characters  so  real  in  talking  them  over,' 
said  Amy,  and  '  he  does  not  always  know  how  they  will  end 
before  they  begin.' 

'  I  should  think  it  hardly  safe  for  so  exciteable  a  mind  to  dwell 
much  on  the  world  of  fiction,'  said  Philip. 

'  Nothing  has  affected  him  so  much  as  Sintram,'  said  Laura. 
'  I  never  saw  anything  like  it.  He  took  it  up  by  chance,  and 
stood  reading  it  while  all  those  strange  expressions  began  to  flit 
over  his  face,  and  at  last  he  fairly  cried  over  it  so  much,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  fly  out  of  the  room.  How  often  he  has  read 
it  I  cannot  tell ;  I  believe  he  has  bought  one  for  himself^  and  it 
is  as  if  the  engraving  had  a  fascination  for  him ;  he  stands  looking 
at  it  as  if  he  was  in  a  dream.' 

'  He  is  a  great  mystery,'  said  Amy. 

'All  men  are  mysterious,'  said  Philip,  'but  he  not  more  than 
others,  though  he  may  appear  so  to  you,  because  you  have  not 
had  much  experience,  and  also  because  most  of  the  men  you 
have  seen  have  been  rounded  into  uniformity  like  marbles,  their 
sharp  angles  rubbed  off  against  each  other  at  school.' 
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*  Wo\ild  it  be  better  if  there  were  more  sharp  angled  ?•  said 
Laura,  thus  setting  on  foot  a  discussion  on  public  schools,  on 
which  Philip  had,  of  course,  a  great  deal  to  say. 

Amy's  kind  little  heart  was  meanwhile  grieving  for  Ghiy,  and 
longing  to  see  him  return,  but  he  did  not  come  till  after  Philip's 
departure.  He  looked  pale  and  mournful,  his  hair  hanging  loose 
and  disordered,  and  her  terror  was  excited  lest  he  might  actually 
have  seen  his  ancestor's  ghost,  which,  in  spite  of  her  desire  to 
believe  in  ghosts,  in  general,  she  did  not  by  any  means  wish  to 
have  authenticated.  He  was  surprised  and  a  good  deal  vexed  to 
find  Philip  gone,  but  he  said  hardly  anything,  and  it  was  soon 
bedtime.  When  Charles  took  his  arm,  he  exclaimed,  on  finding 
his  sleeve  wet — *  What  can  you  have  been  doing  ?' 

'Walking  up  and  down  under  the  wall,'  repHed  Guy,  with 
some  reluctance. 

*  What,  in  the  rain?' 

*  I  don't  know,  perhaps  it  was.' 

Amy,  who  was  just  behind,  carrying  the  crutch,  dreaded 
Charles's  making  any  allusion  to  Sintram's  wild  locks  and  even- 
ing wanderings,  but  ever  since  the  outburst  about  King  Charles, 
the  desire  to  tease  and  irritate  Gny  had  ceased. 

They  parted  at  the  dressing-room  door,  and  as  Guy  bade  her 
good  night,  he  pushed  back  the  damp  hair  that  had  fallen  across 
his  forehead,  saying,  *  I  am  sonr  I  disturbed  your  evening.  I  will 
tell  you  the  meaning  of  it  another  time ' 

'  He  has  certainly  seen  the  ghost !'  said  silly  little  Amy,  as  she 
shut  herself  into  hen  own  room  in  such  a  fit  of  vague  'eerie' 
fright,  that  it  was  not  till  she  had  knelt  down,  and  with  her  face 
hidden  in  her  hands,  said  her  evening  prayer,  that  she  could 
venture  to  lift  up  her  head  and  look  into  the  dark  comers  of 
the  room. 

'Another  time!'     Her  heart  throbbed  at  the  promise. 

The  next  afternoon,  as  she  and  Laura  were  fighting  with  a 
refractory  branch  of  westeria  which  had  been  torn  down  by  the 
wind,  and  refused  to  return  to  its  place,  Guy,  who  had  been  with 
his  tutor,  came  in  from  the  stable-yard,  reduced  the  trailing 
bough  to  obedience,  and  then  joined  them  in  their  walk.  He 
looked  grave,  was  silent  at  first,  and  then  spoke  abruptly — '  It 
is  due  to  you  to  explain  my  behaviour  last  night.' 

'Amy  thinks  you  must  have  seen  the  ghost,'  said  Laura, 
trying  to  be  gay. 

*  Did  I  finghten  you  ?'  said  Guy,  turning  roimd,  full  of  com- 
punction. *  No,  no,  I  never  saw  it.  I  never  even  heard  of  its 
being  seen.     I  am  very  sorry.' 

*  I  was  very  silly,'  said  Amy,  smiling. 
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*  But,'  proceeded  Guy,  *when  I  think  of  the  origin  of  the 
ghost  story  I  cannot  laugh,  and  if  Philip  knew  all ' 

'  Oh !  he  does  not/  cried  Laura ;  '  he  only  looks  on  it  as  we 
have  always  done,  as  a  sort  of  romantic  appendage  to  Eedclyffe. 
I  should  think  better  of  a  place  for  being  haunted.' 

*  I  used  to  be  proud  of  it,'  said  Quy.  '  I  wanted  to  make  out 
whether  it  was  old  Sir  Hugh  or  the  murderer  of  Becket,  who  was 
said  to  groan  and  turn  the  lock  of  Dark  Hugh's  chamber.  I 
hunted  among  old  papers,  and  a  horrible  story  I  found.  That 
wretched  Sir  Hugh, — ^the  same  who  began  the  quarrel  with  your 
mother's  family — ^he  was  a  courtier  of  Charles  II.,  as  bad  or 
worse  than  any  of  that  crew — ' 

'  What, was  the  quarrel  about  P'  said  Laura. 

*He  was  believed  to  have  either  falsified  or  destroyed  his 
father's  will,  so  as  to  leave  his  ^brother,  your  ancestor,  landless ; 
his  brother  remonstrated,  and  he  turned  him  out  of  doors.  The 
forgery  never  was  proved,  but  there  was  little  doubt  of  it. 
There  are  traditions  of  his  crimes  without  number,  especially  his 
furious  anger  and  malice.  He  compelled  a  poor  lady  to  marry 
him,  though  she  was  in  love  with  another  man ;  then  he  was 
jealous ;  he  waylaid  his  rival,  shut  him  up  in  the  turret  cham* 
ber,  committed  him  to  prison,  and  bribed  Judge  JefiPeries  to 
sentence  him — nay,  it  is  even  said  he  carried  his  wife  to  see  the 
execution !  He  was  so  execrated*  that  he  fled  the  country;  he 
went  to  Holland,  curried  favour  with  William  of  Orange,  brought 
hiB  wealth  to  help  him,  and  that  is  the  deserving  action  which 
got  him  the  baronetcy!  He  served  in  the  army  a  good  many 
years,  and  came  home  when  he  thought  his  sins  would  be  for- 
gotten. But  do  you  remember  those  lines  ?'  and  Guy  repeated 
them  in  the  low  rigid  tone,  almost  of  horror,  in  which  he  had 
been  telling  the  history: — 

'  On  some  hi»  vigorouB  judgments  light. 
In  that  dread  pause  'twixt  day  and  night. 

Life's  dosing  twilight  hour ; 
Bound  some,  ere  yet  they  meet  their  doom, 
Li  shed  the  silence  of  the  tomb. 

The  eternal  shadows  lower.' 

'It  was  so  with  him;  he  lost  his  senses,  and  after  many 
actions  of  mad  violence,  he  ended  by  hanging  himself  in  the  very 
room  where  he  had  imprisoned  his  victim.' 

*  Horrible !'  said  Laura.  *  Yet  I  do  not  see  why,  when  it  is 
all  past,  you  should  feel  it  so  deeply.' 

*  How  should  I  not  feel  it  ?'  answered  Guy.  *  Is  it  not  written 
that  the  sins  of  the  fathers  shall  be  visited  on  the  children  ? 
You  wonder  to  see  me  so  foolish  about  Sintram.    Well,  it  is  my 
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firm  belief  that  such  a  ourse  of  sin  and  death  as  was  on  Sintram 
rests  on  the  descendants  of  that  miserable  man.' 

The  girls  were  silent,  struck  with  awe  and  dismay  at  the  fear- 
ful realitj  with  which  he  pronounced  the  words.  At  last  Amy 
whispered, '  But  Sintram  conquered  his  doom.' 

At  the  same  time  Laura  gathered  her  thoughts  together,  and 
said, '  This  must.be  an  imagination.  You  have  dwelt  on  it  and 
fostered  it  till  you  believe  it,  but  such  notions  should  be  driven 
away  or  they  will  work  their  own  fulfilment.' 

'  Look  at  the  history  of  the  Morvilles,  and  see  if  it  be  an 
imagination,'  said  Guy.  '  Crime  and  bloodshed  have  been  the 
portion  of  each— each  has  added  weight  and  darkness  to  the 
doom  which  he  has  handed  on.  My  own  poor  father,  with  his 
early  death,  was,  perhaps,  the  happiest !' 

Laura  saw  the  idea  was  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  treated  as  a 
fancy,  and  she  found  a  better  ai^ument.  '  The  doom  of  sin  and 
death  is  on  us  all,  but  you  should  remember  that  if  you  are  a 
Morville  you  are  also  a  Christian.' 

'  He  does  remember  it !'  said  Amy,  raising  her  eyes  to  his  &.ce, 
and  then  casting  them  down,  bluslung  at  having  understood  his 
countenance,  where,  in  the  midst  of  the  gloomy  shades,  there 
rested  for  an  instant  the  gleam  which  her  mother  had  likened  to 
the  expression  of  Bafl&elle's  cherub. 

They  walked  on  for  some  time  in  silence.  At  last  Laura 
exclaimed,  'Are  you  really  like  the  portrait  of  this  unfortunate 
Sir  Hugh?' 

Guy  made  a  sign  of  assent. 

'  Oh !  it  must  have  been  taken  before  he  grew  wicked,'  said 
Amy;  and  Laura  felt  the  same  conviction,  that  treacherous 
revenge  could  never  have  existed  beneath  so  open  a  countenance, 
with  so  much  of  highmindedness,  pure  faith,  and  contempt  of 
wrong  in  every  glance  of  the  eagle  eye,  in  the  frank  expansion 
of  the  smooth  forehead. 

They  were  interrupted  by  Mr.  Edmonstone's  hearty  voice^ 
bawling  across  the  garden  for  one  of  the  men.  '  O  Guy !  are 
you  there?'  cried  he,  as  soon  as  he  saw  him.  'Just  what  I 
wanted !    Your  gun,  man  !     We  are  going  to  ferret  a  rabbit.' 

Guy  ran  off  at  full  speed  in  search  of 'his  gun,  whistling  to 
Bustle.  Mr.  Edmonstone  found  his  man,  and  the  sisters  were 
again  alone. 

'  Poor  fellow!'  said  Laura. 

'You  will  not  tell  all  this  to  Philip?'  said  Amy. 
*      ^  It  would  show  why  he  was  hurt,  and  it  can  be  no  secret.' 

'  I  dare  say  you  are  right,  but  I  have  a  feeling  against  it. 
Well,  I  am  glad  he  had  not  seen  the  ghost !' 
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Th6  two  girls  had  taken  their  walk,  and  were  just  going  in, 
when,  looking  round,  thej  saw  Philip  walking  &st  and  deter- 
minedly up  the  approach,  and  as  the j  turned  hack  to  meet  him, 
the  first  thing  he  said  was,  *  Where  is  QujV 

'  Ferreting  rahhits  with  papa.  I  What  is  the  matter?' 

*  And  where  is  my  aunt  ?' 

^Driving  out  with  Charles  and  Charlotte.  What  is  the 
matter?' 

*  Look  here.  Can  you  tell  me  the  meaning  of  this  which  I 
foimd  on  my  tahle  when  I  came  in  this  morning  ?' 

It  was  a  card  of  Sir  Gny  MorviUe,  on  the  hack  of  which  was 
written  in  pencil,  'Dear  P.,  I  find  hunting  and  reading  don't 
agree,  so  take  no  further  st^  about  the  horse.  Many  thanks 
for  your  trouhle. — G.  M.* 

'There,'  said  Philip,  'is  the  result  of  hrooding  all  night  on  his 
resentment.' 

'Oh  no!'  cried  Laura,  colouring  with  eagerness,  'you  do  not 
understand  him.  He  could  not  hear  it  last  night,  hecanse,  as  he 
has  been  explaining  to  us,  that  old  Sir  Hugh's  story  was  more 
shocking  than  we  ever  guessed,  and  he  has  a  fimcy  that  their 
misfortimes  are  a  fiunily  £Kte,  and  he  could  not  hear  to  hear  it 
spoken  of  lightly.' 

'  Oh !  he  has  been  telling  you  his  own  story,  has  he  ?' 

Laura's  colour  grew  still  deeper.  '  If  you  had  heen  there,'  she 
said,  'you  would  bftve  heen  convinced.  Why  will  you  not  believe 
him  that  he  finds  hunting  interfere  with  readuig  ?' 

'  He  should  have  thought  of  that  hefine,'  said  Philip.  '  Here 
have  I  half  bought  the  horse !  I  have  wasted  the  whole  morn- 
ing on  it,  and  now  I  have  to  leave  it  on  the  man's  hands.  I  had 
a  dozen  times  rather  take  it  myself,  if  I  could  afford  it.  Such  a 
hai^^ain  as  I  had  made,  and  such  an  animal  as  you  will  not  see 
twice  in  your  Kfe.' 

'  It  is  a  great  pity,'  said  Laura.*  '  He  should  have  known  his 
own  mind.    I  don't  like  people  to  give  trouhle  for  nothing.' 

'Crazy  about  it  last  night,  and  giving  it  up  this  morning! 
A  most  extraordinary  proceeding.-  No,  no,  Laura,  this  is  not 
simple  fiddeness,  it  would  he  too  absurd.  It  is  temper,  temper, 
which  makes  a  man  punish  himself,  in  hopes  of  punishing  others.' 

Laura  still  spoke  for  Ghiy,  and  Amy  rejoiced ;  for  if  her  sister 
had  not  taken  up  the  defence  of  the  absent,  she  must,  and  she 
felt  too  strongly  to  be  willing  to  speak.  It  seemed  too  absurd 
for  one  feeling  himself  under  such  a  doom  to  wrangle  about  a 
horse,  yet  she  was  somewhat  amused  hy  the  conviction  that  if 
Guy  li^  really  wished  to  annoy  Philip  he  had  certainly  suc- 
ceeded. 


THE  HEIR  OF  BSDCLTFFK.  63 

There  was  no  ooming  to  an  agreement.  Laura's  sense  of 
justice  revolted  at  the  notion  of  Guy's  being  ginity  of  petty 
spite;  while  Philip,  £ffm  in  his  praoonedTed  id^  of  his  character, 
and  Ms  own  knowledge  of  mankind,  was  persuaded  that  he  had 
imputed  the  true  motive,  and  was  displeased  at  Laura's  attempt- 
ing to  argue  the  point.  He  could  not  wait  to  see  any  one  eke, 
as  he  was  engaged  to  dine  out,  and  he  set  off  again  at  his  quick, 
resolute  pace. 

'  He  is  very  unfair !'  exclaimed  Amy. 

*  He  did  not  mean  to  be  so,'  said  Laura ;  '  and  though  he  is 
mistaken  in  imputing  such  motives,  Ghiy's  conduct  has  certainly 
been  vexatious. 

They  were  just  turning  to  go  in,  when  they  were  interrupted 
by  the  return  of  the  carnage ;  and  before  Charles  had  been  helped 
up  the  steps,  their  father  and  Quy  came  in  sight.  While  Guy 
went  to  shut  up  Bustle,  who  was  too  wet  for  the  drawing-room, 
Mr.  Edmonstone  came  up  to  the  others,  kicking  away  the 
pebbles  before  him,  and  fidgeting  with  his  gloves,  as  he  idways 
did  when  vexed. 

*  Here's  a  pretty  go !'  said  he.  ^  Here  is  Guy  telling  me  he 
wont  hunt  any  more !' 

'Not  hunt!'  cried  Mrs.  Edmonstone  and  Charles  at  once; 
*andwhy?' 

'  Oh !  something  about  its  taking  his  mind  from  his  reading ; 
hut  that  can't  be  it — ^impossible,  you  know,  I'd  give  ten  pounds 
to  know  what  has  vexed  him.  So  keen  as  he  was  about  it  last 
night,  and  I  vow,  one  of  the  best  riders  in  the  whole  field. 
CKving  up  that  horse,  too — I  declare  it  is  a  perfect  sin !  I  told 
him  he  had  gone  too  far,  and  he  said  he  had  kfb  a  note  with 
Philip  this  morning. 

'  Yes,'  said  Laura ;  '  Philip  has  just  been  here  about  it.  Guy 
left  a  card,  saying,  hunting  and  reading  would  not  agree.* 

*'  That  is  an  excuse,  depond  upon  it,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone. 
*  Something  has  nettled  him,  I  am  sure.  It  could  not  be  that 
Gordon,  could  it,  with  his  hail-fellow-well-met  manner?  I 
thought  Guy  did  not  half  like  it  the  other  day,  when  he  rode 
up  with  his  '  Hollo,  Morville !'  The  Mcvvilles  have  a  touch  of 
pride  of  their  own ;  eh,  mamma  ?' 

'  I  should  be  inclined  to  brieve  his  own  account  of  himself,' 
said  she. 

'  I  tell  you,  'tis  utterly  against  reason,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone, 
angrily.  '  If  he  was  a  feUow  like  PMlip,  or  James  Boss,  I 
eomd  believe  it ;  but  he — ^he  make  a  hook-worm !  He  hates  it, 
like  poison,  at  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  I'll  answer  for  it ;  and 
the  worst  of  it  is^  the  fellow  putting  forward  such  a  £ur  reason 
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one  can't — ^being  his  guardian,  and  all — say  what  one  thinks 
of  it  oneself.     Eh,  mamma  ?' 

'  Not  exactly,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  smiling. 

'  Well,  you  take  him  in  hand,  mamma ;  I  dare  say  he  will  tell 
you  the  rights  of  it,  and  if  it  is  only  that  Gordon,  explain  it 
rightly  to  him ;  show  him  'tis  only  the  man's  way ;  tell  him 
he  treats  me  so  for  ever,  and  would  the  Lord  Lieutenant  if  he 
was  in  it.' 

*  For  a'  that  and  a'  that,'  said  Charles,  as  Amy  led  him  into 
the  drawing-room. 

'  You  are  sure  the  reading  is  the  only  reason  P'  said  Amy. 

'  He's  quite  absurd  enough  for  it,'  said  Charles ;  but  *  absurd* 
was  pronounced  in  a  way  that  made  its  meaning  far  from 
annoying  even  to  Guy's  little  champion. 

Guy  came  in  the  next  moment,  and  running  lightly  up  stairs 
after  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  found  her  opening  the  dressing-room 
door,  and  asked  if  he  might  come  in* 

'Bv  all  means,'  she  said ;  'I  am  quite  ready  for  one  of  our 
twilight  talks.' 

'  I  am  afraid  I  have  vexed  Mr.  Edmonstone,'  began  Gtiy ; 
*  and  I  am  very  sorry.' 

'He  was  only  a&aid  that  something  might  have  occurred  to 
vex  you,  which  you  might  not  like  to  mention  to  him,'  said 
Mrs.  Edmonstone,  hesitating  a  little. 

'  Me !  What  could  I  have  said  to  make  him  think  so  ?  I 
am  angry  with  no  one  but  myself.  The  fact  is  only  this,  the 
hunting  is  too  pleasant ;  it  fills  up  my  head  all  diay  and  all 
night ;  and  I  don't  attend  rightly  to  anything  else.  If  I  am 
out  in  the  morning  and  tiy  to  pay  for  it  at  night,  it  will  not 
do ;  I  can  but  just  keep  awake,  and  that's  all ;  the  Greek  letters 
all  seem  to  be  hunting  each  other,  the  simplest  things  grow 
difficult,  and  at  last  all  I  can  think  of,  is  how  near  the  minute 
hand  of  my  watch  is  to  the  homr  I  have  set  myself.  So,  for 
the  last  fortnight,  every  construing  with  Mr.  Lascelles  has 
been  worse  than  the  last;  and  as  to  my  Latin  verses,  they 
were  beyond  everything  shocking,  so  you  see  there  is  no  making 
the  two  things  agree,  and  the  hunting  must  wait  till  I  grow 
steadier,  if  ever  1  do.  Heigho  I  It  is  a  great  bore  to  be  so 
stupid,  for  I  thought — ^But  it  is  of  no  use  to  talk  of  it  ?' 

'  Mr.  Edmonstone  would  be  a  very  unreasonable  guardian, 
indeed,  to  be  displeased,'  said  his  friend,  smiling.  'You  say 
you  stopped  the  purchase  of  the  horse.  Why  so  ?  Could  you 
not  keep  him  till  you  are  more  sure  of  yourself  P' 

*Do  you  think  I  might?'  joyously  exclaimed  Guy.  *I'll 
write  to  Philip  this   minute  by  the  post.     Such  a  splendid 
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creature :  it  would  do  you  good  to  see  it — such  action — such  a 
neck — such  spirit.  It  would  be  a  shame  not  to  secure  it.  But 
no — ^no — '  and  he  checked  himself  sorrowfully.  *  I  have  made 
up  my  mind  before  that  I  don't  deserve  it.  If  it  was  here,  it 
would  be  always  to  be  tried ;  if  I  heard  the  hounds  I  don't 
know  how  I  should  keep  from  riding  after  them ;  whereas,  now 
I  can't,  for  William  wont  let  me  te^e  Deloraine.  No,  I  can't 
trust  myself  to  keep  such  a  horse,  and  not  hunt.  It  wiU  serve 
me  right  to  see  Mr.  Brownlow  on  it,  and  he  will  never  miss  such 
a  chance !'  and  the  depth  of  his  sigh  bore  witness  to  the  struggle 
it  cost  him. 

*'  I  should  not  like  to  use  any  one  as  you  use  yourself,'  said 
Mrs.  Edmonstone,  looking  at  him  with  affectionate  anxiety, 
which  seemed  suddenly  to  change  the  current  of  his  thoughts, 
for  he.  exclaimed  abruptly — '  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  can  you  tell  me 
anything  about  my  mother  ?' 

*'  I  am  afraid  not,'  said  she,  kindly ; '  you  know  we  had  so  little 
intercourse  with  your  family,  that  I  heard  little  but  the  bare 
facts.' 

'  I  don't  think,'  said  Guy,  leaning  on  the  chimneypiece,  '  that 
I  ever  thought  much  about  her  tUl  I  knew  you ;  but  lately  I 
have  fancied  a  great  deal  about  what  might  have  been  if  she  had 
but  Uved.' 

It  was  not  Mrs.  Edmonstone's  way  to  say  half  what  she  felt ; 
and  she  went  on — '  Poor  thing !     I  believe  she  was  quite  a  child.' 

*  Only  seventeen  when  she  died,'  said  Ghiy. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  went  to  a  drawer,  took  out  two  or  three 
bxmdles  of  old  letters,  and  after  searching  in  them  by  the  iire- 
hght,  said — '  Ah !  here  is  a  little  about  her ;  it  is  in  a  letter  from 
my  sister-in-law,  PhiHp's  mother,  when  they  were  staying  at 
Siylehurst.' 

'Who  ?     My  father  and  mother  ?'  cried  Guy,  eagerly. 

*  Did  you  not  know  they  had  been  there  three  or  four  days  ?' 

*  No — I  know  less  about  them  than  anybody,'  said  he,  sadly : 
but  as  Mrs.  Edmonstone  waited,  doubtful  as  to  whether  she 
might  be  about  to  make  disclosures  for  which  he  was  unprepared, 
he  added,  hastily — *'  I  do  know  the  main  facts  of  the  story ;  I 
was  told  them  last  autumn ;'  and  an  expression  denoting  the 
remembrance  of  great  suffering  came  over  his  face ;  then,  pausing- 
a  moment,  he  said — *  I  knew  Archdeacon  Morville  had  been  very 
kind.' 

*■  He  was  always  interested  about  your  father,'  said  Mrs.  Ed- 
monstone ; '  and  happening  to  meet  him  in  London  some  little 
time  after  his  marriage,  he — ^he  was  pleased  with  the  manner 
in  which  he  was  behaving  then,  thought — ^thought '     And 
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here,  recollecting  that  she  must  not  speak  ill  of  old  Sir  Quy,  nor 
palliate  his  son's  conduct,  poor  Mrs.  Edmonstone  got  into  an 
inextricable  confusion — all  the  worse  because  the  fierce  tvrbting 
of  a  penwiper  in  Guy's  fingers  denoted  that  he  was  suffering  a 
great  trial  of  patience.  She  avoided  the  difficulty  thus  : '  It  is 
hard  to  speak  of  such  things  when  there  is  so  much  to  be 
r^retted  on  both  sides ;  but  the  fact  was,  my  brother  thought 
your  father  was  harshly  dealt  with  at  that  time.  Of  course  he 
had  done  very  wrong ;  but  he  had  been  so  much  neglected  and 
left  to  himself,  that  it  seemed  hardly  fair  to  visit  his  offence  on 
him  as  severely  as  if  he  had  had  more  advantages.  So  it  ended 
in  their  coming  to  spend  a  day  or  two  at  Stylehurst ;  and  this 
is  the  letter  my  sister-in-law  wrote  at  the  time : 

*  *  Our  visitors  have  just  left  us,  and  on  the  whole  I  am  much 
better  pleased  than  I  expected.  The  little  Mrs.  Morville  is  a 
very  pretty  creature,  and  as  engaging  as  long  flaxen  curls,  apple- 
blossom  complexion,  blue  eyes,  and  the  sweetest  of  voices  can 
make  her ;  so  full  of  childish  glee  and  playfulness,  that  no  one 
would  stop  to  think  whether  she  was  lady-like  any  more  than 
you  would  with  a  child.  She  used  to  go  singing  like  a  bird 
about  the  house  as  soon  as  the  first  strangeness  wore  off,  which 
was  after  her  first  game  of  play  with  Fanny  and  Little  Philip. 
She  made  them  very  fond  of  her,  as  indeed  she  would  make  every 
one  who  spent  a  day  or  two  in  the  same  house  with  her.  I  could 
almost  defy  Sir  Guy  not  to  be  reconciled  after  one  sight  of  her 
sweet  sunny  face.  She  is  all  affection  and  gentleness,  and  with 
tolerable  training  anything  might  be  made  of  her ;  but  she  is  so 
young  in  mind  and  manners,  that  one  cannot  even  think  of 
blammg  her  for  her  elopement,  for  she  had  no  mother,  no  edu- 
cation but  in  music ;  and  her  brother  seems  to  have  forced  it  on, 
thrown  her  in  Mr.  Morville' s  way,  and  worked  on  his  excitable 
temperament,  till  he  hurried  them  into  the  marriage.  Poor 
little  girl,  I  suppose  she  little  guesses  what  she  has  done ;  but  it 
was  pleasant  to  see  how  devotedly  attached  he  seemed  to  her ; 
and  there  was  something  beautiful  in  the  softening  of  his  im- 
petuous tones  when  he  said, '  Marianne ;'  and  her  pride  in  him 
was  very  pretty,  like  a  child  playing  at  matronly  airs.' ' 

Guy  gave  a  long,  heavy  sigh,  brushed  away  a  tear,  and  after  a 
long  silence,  said, '  Is  that  all  ?' 

'  All  that  I  like  to  read  to  you.  Indeed,  there  is  no  more 
about  her ;  and  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  read  all  the  reports  that 
were  going  about. — ^Ah  !  here,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  looking 
into  another  letter, '  she  speaks  of  your  father  as  a  very  fine 
young  man,  with  most  generous  impulses,' — ^but  here  again  she 
was  obliged  to  stop,  for  the  next  sentence  spoke  of  '  a  noble 
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character  ruined  by  mismaiuigeineiit.'  'She  never  saw  them 
■again,'  continued  Mrs.  Edmonstone ;  *  Mr.  Dixon,  your  mother's 
brother,  had  great  influence  with  your  father,  and  made  matters 
worse — so  much  worse,  that  my  brother  did  not  feel  himself  jus- 
tified in  having  any  more  to  do  with  them.' 

'  Ah !  he  went  to  America,'  said  Guy;  '  I  don't  know  any  more 
about  him,  except  that  he  came  to  the  funeral,  and  stood  with  his 
arms  folded,  not  choosing  to  shake  hands  with  my  poor  grand* 
father.'  Afber  another  silence  he  said,  'Will  you  read  that 
again  ?'  and  when  he  had  heard  it,  he  sat  shading  his  brow  with 
Ms  hand,  as  if  to  bring  the  fair,  girlish  picture  fully  before  hia 
mind,  while  Mrs.  Edmonstone  sought  in  vain  among  her  letters 
for  one  which  did  not  speak  of  the  fierv  passions  excited  on  either 
side,  in  terms  too  strong  to  be  fit  for  his  ears. 

When  next  he  spoke,  it  was  to  repeat  that  he  had  not  been 
informed  of  the  history  of  his  parents  till  within  the  last  few 
months.  He  had,  of  course,  known  the  manner  of  their  deaths 
but  had  only  lately  become  aware  of  the  circumstances  attend* 
ingit. 

The  truth  was,  that  Guy  had  grown  up  peculiarly  shielded  from 
evil,  but  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  the  almost  morbid  solicitude  with 
which  he  was  regarded  by  his  grandfather.  He  was  a  very  happy, 
joyous  boy,  leading  an  active,  enterprising  life,  though  so  lonely 
as  to  occasion  greater  dreaminess  and  thoughtfulness  than  usual 
at  such  an  early  age.  He  was  devotedly  attached  to  his  grand- 
father, looking  on  him  as  the  first  and  b^  of  human  beings,  and 
silencing  the  belief  that  Sir  Hugh  Morville  had  entailed  a  doom 
of  crime  and  sorrow  on  the  famuy,  by  a  reference  to  him,  as  one 
who  had  been  always  good  and  prosperous. 

When,  however,  €Kiy  had  reached  an  age  at  which  he  must  en- 
counter the  influences  which  had  proved  so  baneM  to  others  of 
his  fiunily,  his  grandfather  thought  it  time  to  give  him  the  warn- 
ing of  his  own  history. 

The  sins,  which  the  repentance  of  yean  had  made  more  odious 
in  the  eyes  of  the  old  man,  were  narrated ;  the  idleness  and  insub- 
ordination at  fiirst,  then  the  reckless  pursuit  of  pleasure,  the 
craving  for  excitement,  the  defiance  of  rule  and  authority,  till 
folly  had  become  vice,  and  vice  had  led  to  crime. 

He  had  fought  no  fewer  than  three  duels,  and  only  one  had 
been  bloodless.  His  misery  after  the  first  had  wellnigh  led  to  a 
reform ;  but  time  had  dulled  its  acuteness — ^it  had  been  lost  in 
fresh  scenes  of  excitement — and  at  the  next  offence  rage  had 
swept  away  such  recollections.  Indeed,  so  far  had  he  lost  the 
natural  generosity  of  his  character,  that  his  remorse  had  been 
comparatively  slight  for  the  last,  which  was  the  worst  of  all,  since 
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he  had  forced  the  quarrel  on  his  victim,  Captain  Wellwood,  whose 
death  had  left  a  wife  and  children  almost  destitute.  His  first 
awakening  to  a  sense  of  what  his  course  had  been,  was  when  he 
beheld  his  onlj  child,  in  the  prime  of  youth,  carried  lifeless  across 
his  threshold,  and  attributed  his  death  to  his  own  intemperance 
and  violence.  That  hour  made  Sir  Guy  MorviUe  an  old  and  a 
broken-hearted  man ;  and  he  repented  as  vigorously  as  he  had 
sinned. 

From  the  moment  he  dared  to  hope  that  his  son's  orphan  would 
be  spared,  he  had  been  devoted  to  him,  but  still  mournfully,  en- 
vying and  yet  pitying  his  innocence  as  something  that  could  not 
last. 

He  saw  bright  blossoms  put  forth,  as  the  boy  grew  older ;  but 
they  were  not  yet  fruits,  and  he  did  not  dare  to  believe  they  ever 
would  be.  The  strength  of  will  which  had,  in  his  own  case,  been 
the  slave  of  his  passions,  had  been  turned  inward  to  subdue  the 
passions  themselves,  but  this  was  only  the  beginning — ^the  trial 
was  not  yet  come.  He  could  hope  his  grandson  might  repent, 
but  this  was  the  best  that  he  dared  to  thmk  possible.  He  could 
not  believe  that  a  MorviUe  could  pass  unscathed  through  the 
world,  or  that  his  sins  would  not  be  visited  on  the  head  of  his 
only  descendant ;  and  the  tone  of  his  narration  was  throughout 
such  as  might  almost  have  made  the  foreboding  cause  its  own 
accomplishment. 

The  effect  was  beyond  what  he  had  expected;  for  a  soul  deeply 
dyed  in  guilt,  even  though  loathing  its  own  stains,  had  not  the 
power  of  conceiving  how  foul  was  the  aspect  of  vice,  to  one 
hitherto  guarded  from  its  contemplation,  and  living  in  a  world 
of  pure,  lofbv'  day-dreams.  The  boy  sat  the  whole  time  without 
a  word,  his  face  bent  down  and  hidden  by  his  clasped  hands,  only 
now  and  then  unable  to  repress  a  start  or  shudder  at  some  fresh 
disclosure ;  and  when  it  was  ended,  he  stood  up,  gazed  round,  and 
walked  uncertainly,  as  if  he  did  not  know  where  he  was.  His 
next  impulse  was  to  throw  himself  on  his  knee  beside  his  grand- 
father, and  caress  him  as  he  used  when  a  child.  The  'good-night* 
was  spoken,  and  Guy  was  shut  into  his  room,  with  his  overwhelm- 
ing emotions. 

His  grandfather  a  blood-stained,  remorseful  man !  The  doom 
complete,  himself  heir  to  the  curse  of  Sir  Hugh,  and  fated  to  run 
the  same  career ;  and  as  he  knew  frdl  well,  with  the  tendency  to 
the  family  character  strong  within  him,  the  germs  of  these  hateful 
passions  ready  to  take  root  downwards  and  bear  fruit  upwards, 
with  the  very  countenance  of  Sir  Hugh,  and  the  same  darkening, 
kindling  eyes,  of  which  tradition  had  preserved  the  remembrance. 
He  was  crushed  for  awhile.   The  consciousness  of  strength  not 
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his  own,  of  the  still  small  voice  that  could  subdue  the  fire,  the 
earthqualce,  and  the  whirlwind,  was  slow  in  coming  to  him ;  and 
when  it  came,  he,  like  his  grandfather,  had  hope  rather  of  final 
repentance  than  of  keeping  himself  unstained. 

His  mind  had  not  recovered  the  shock  when  his  grandfather 
died,— -died  in  faith  and  fear,  with  good  hope  of  accepted  repent- 
ance, but  unable  to  convey  the  assurance  of  such  hope  to  his 
grandson.  Chief  for  the  only  parent  he  had  ever  known,  and  the 
sensation  of  being  completely  alone  in  the  world,  were  joined  to 
a  vague  impression  of  horror  at  the  suddenness  of  the  stroke,  and 
it  was  long  before  the  influence  of  Holly  well,  or  the  elasticity  of 
his  own  youthfulness,  could  rouse  him  from  his  depression. 

Even  then  it  was  almost  against  his  will,  that  he  returned  to 
enjoyment,  imable  to  avoid  being  amused,  but  feeling  as  if  joy 
was  not  meant  for  him,  and  as  if  those  around  were  walking  '  in 
a  world  of  light,'  where  he  could  scarcely  hope  to  tread  a  few  im- 
certain  steps.  In  this  despondency  was  Guy's  chief  danger,  as 
it  was  likely  to  make  him  deem  a  struggle  with  temptation  fruit- 
less, while  his  high  spirits  and  powers  of  keen  enjoyment  increased 
the  peril  of  recklessness  in  the  reaction. 

It  was  Mrs.  Edmonstone  who  first  spoke  to  him  cheerfully  of 
a  successful  conflict  with  evil,  and  made  him  perceive  that  his 
temptations  were  but  such  as  are  common  to  man.  She  had  given 
him  a  clue  to  discover  when  and  how  to  trust  himself  to  enjoy ; 
the  story  of  Sintram  had  stirred  him  deeply,  and  this  very  day. 
Amy's  words,  seemingly  imheeded  and  unheard,  had  brought  home 
to  him  the  hope  and  encouragement  of  that  marvellous  tale. 

They  had  helped  him  in  standing,  looking  steadfastly  upwards, 
and  treading  down  not  merely  evil,  but  the  first  token  of  coming 
evil,  r^;ardle8s  of  the  bruises  he  might  inflict  on  himself.  Well 
for  him  if  he  was  constant. 

Such  was  Guy's  inner  life;  his  outward  life,  frank  and  joyous, 
has  been  shown,  and  the  two  flowed  on  like  a  stream,  pure  as 
crystal,  but  into  which  the  eye  cannot  penetrate  from  its  depth. 
The  surface  would  be  sometimes  obscured  by  cloud  or  shade,  and 
reveal  the  sombre  wells  beneath ;  but  more  often  the  sunshine 
would  penetrate  the  inmost  recesses,  and  make  them  glance  and 
sparkle,  showing  themselves  as  clear  and  limpid  as  the  surface 
itself. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Can  piety  the  disoord  heal. 

Or  stanch  the  death-feud's  enmity  \ — Scott. 

IT  masb  not  be  stipposed  that  such  a  history  of  Guy's  mind  waa 
expressed  by  himself,  or  understood  by  Mrs.  Edmonstone ; 
but  she  saw  enough  to  guess  at  his  character,  perceive  the  sort 
of  guidance  he  needed,  and  be  doubly  interested  in  him.  Much 
did  she  wish  he  could  have  such  a  friend  as  her  brother  would 
have  been,  and  hope  that  nothing  would  prevent  a  friendship 
"with  her  nephew. 

The  present  question  about  the  horse  was,  she  thought,  unfor- 
tunate, since,  though  Guy  had  exercised  great  self-denial,  it  was 
no  wonder  Philip  was  annoyed.  Mr.  Edmonstone's  vexation  was. , 
soon  over.  As  soon  as  she  had  persuaded  him  that  there  had 
been  no  offence,  he  strove  to  say  with  a  good  grace,  that  it  waa 
very  proper,  and  told  Guy  he  would  be  a  thorough  hook-worm 
and  tremendous  scholar,  which  Guy  took  as  an  excellent  joke. 

Philip  had  made  up  his  mind  to  be  forbearing,  and  to  say  no 
more  about  it.  Laura  thought  this  a  pity,  as  they  could  thua 
never  come  to  an  imderstandmg ;  but  when  she  hinted  it,  he  wore 
such  a  dignified  air  of  not  being  offended,  that  she  was  much 
ashamed  of  having  tried  to  direct  one  so  much  better  able  to 
judge.  On  his  side,  Guy  had  no  idea  of  the  trouble  he  had  caused ; 
so,  after  bestowing  his  thanks  in  a  gay,  off-hand  way,  which  Philip 
thought  the  wor^  feature  of  the  case,  he  did  his  best  to  bring 
Hecuba  back  to  his  mind,  drive  the  hunters  out  of  it,  and  appease 
the  much-aggrieved  William  of  Deloraine. 

When  all  William's  manoeuvres  resulted  in  his  master's  not 
hunting  at  all,  he  was  persuiided  it  was  Mr.  Edmonstone's  fault, 
compassionated  Sir  Guy  with  all  his  heart,  and  could  only  solace 
himself  by  taking  Deloraine  to  exercise  where  he  was  most  likely 
to  meet  the  hounds.  He  further  chose  to  demonstrate  that  he 
was  not  Mr.  Edmonstone's  servant,  by  disregarding  some  of  his 
stable  regulations ;  but  as  soon  as  this  came  to  his  master's  know- 
ledge, a  few  words  were  spoken  so  sharp  and  stem,  that  William 
never  attempted  to  disobey  again. 

It  seemed  as  if  it  was  the  perception  that  so  much  was  kept 
back  by  a  strong  force,  that  made  Guy's  least  token  of  displeasure 
so  formidable.  A  village  boy,  wliom  he  caught  misusing  a  poor 
dog,  was  found  a  few  minutes  after,  by  Mr.  Boss,  in  a  state  of 
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terror  that  waspositirely  ludicrous,  though  it  did  not  appear  that 
Sir  €hiy  had  said  or  done  much  to  alarm  him ;  it  was  only  the 
light  in  his  eyes,  and  the  strength  of  repressed  indignation  in  his 
short  hroken  words  that  had  made  the  impression. 

It  appeared  as  if  the  force  of  his  anger  might  he  fearful,  if 
once  it  broke  forth  without  control ;  yet  at  the  same  time  he  had 
a  gentleness  and  attention,  alike  to  small  and  great,  which,  with 
his  high  spirit  and  good  nature,  his  very  sweet  voice  and  pleasant 
smile,  made  him  a  peculiarly  winning  and  engaging  person ;  and 
few  who  saw  him  could  help  being  interested  in  him. 

No  wonder  he  had  become  in  the  eyes  of  the  Edmonstones 
ahnost  a  part  of  their  family.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  had  assumed  a 
motherly  control  over  him,  to  which  he  submitted  with  a  sort  of 
affectionate  gratitude. 

One  day  Philip  remarked,  that  he  never  saw  any  one  so  rest- 
less as  Guy,  who  could  neither  talk  nor  listen  without  playing 
with  something.  Scissors,  pencil,  paper-knife,  or  anything  that 
came  in  his  way,  was  sure  to  be  twisted  or  tormented ;  or  if  no« 
thing  else  was  at  hand,  he  opened  and  shut  his  own  knife  so  as 
to  put  all  the  spectators  in  fear  for  his  fingers. 

'  Yes,'  said  Laura, '  I  saw  how  it  tortured  your  eyebrows  all 
the  time  you  were  translating  Schiller  to  us.  I  wondered  you 
were  not  put  out.' 

*  I  consider  that  to  be  put  out — ^by  which  you  mean  to  have 
the  intellect  at  the  mercy  of  another's  folly — is  beneath  a  reason-  ' 
able  creature,'  said  Philip ;  *  but  that  I  was  annoyed,  I  do  not 
deny.     It  is  a  token  of  a  restless,  ill-r^^ulated  mind.' 

'  Kestless,  perhaps,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone ;  *  but  not  neces- 
sarily ill-regiuated.  I  should  think  it  rather  a  sign  that  he  had 
no  one  to  tell  him  of  the  tricks  which  mothers  generally  nip  in 
the  bud.' 

'  I  was  going  to  say  that  I  think  he  fid|;ets  less,'  said  Laura ; 
'*  but  I  think  lus  chief  contortions  of  the  scissors  have  been  when 
Philip  has  been  here.' 

'  They  have,  I  believe,'  said  her  mother.  '  I  was  thinking  of 
giving  him  a  hint.' 

'  Well,  aunt,  you  are  a  tamer  of  savage  beasts  if  you  venture 
on  such  a  subject,'  said  Philip. 

'  Do  you  diure  me  P'  she  asked,  smiling. 

'  Why,  I  don't  suppose  he  would  do  more  than  give  yon  one 
of  his  ughtning  gluices ;  but  that,  I  think,  is-  more  than  you 
desire.' 

'  Considerably,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone ;  '  for  his  sake  as  much 
as  my  own.' 
•    '  But,'  said  Laura,  '  mamma  has  nearly  cured  him  of  pawing 
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like  a  horse  in  the  hall  when  he  is  kept  waiting.  He  said,  he 
knew  it  was  impatience,  and  begged  her  to  tell  him  how  to  cure 
it.  So  she  treated  him  as  an  old  £edry  might,  and  advised  him 
in  a  grave,  mysterious  way,  always  to  go  and  play  the  '  Harmo* 
nious  Blacksmith,*  when  he  foimd  himself  getting  into  a  taking j 
just  as  if  it  was  a  charm.    And  he  always  does  it  most  dutifully.* 

'It  has  a  very  good  effect,'. said  Mrs.  Edmonstone;  'for  it  is 
apt  to  act  as  a  summons  to  the  other  party,  as  well  as  a  sedative 
to  him.* 

'  I  must  say  I  am  curious  to  see  what  you  will  devise  this  time,* 
said  Philip ;  '  since  you  can*t  set  him  to  play  on  the  piano ;  and 
veiy  few  can  bear  to  be  told  of  a  trick  of  the  kind.' 

In  the  course  of  that  evening,  f  hilip  caused  the  great  atlas  to 
be  brought  out,  in  order  to  make  invei^ations  on  the  local  habi- 
.  tation  of  a  certain  Khan  of  Kipchack,  who  existed  somewhere  in 
the  dark  ages.  Then  he  came  to  Marco  Polo,  and  Sir  John 
Mandeville ;  and  Guy,  who  knew  both  the  books  in  the  library 
at  Bedclyffe,  grew  very  eager  in  talking  them  over,  and  tracing 
their  adventures — ^then  to  the  Genoese  merchants,  where  Guy 
confessed  himself  perfectly  ignorant.  Andrea  Doria  was  the  only 
Genoese  he  ever  heard  of;  but  he  hunted  out  with  great  interest 
.all  the  localities  of  their  numerous  settlements.  Then  came  mo* 
dem  Italy,  and  its  fidlen  palaces ;  then  the  contrast  between  the 
republican  merchant  and  aristocratic  lord  of  the  soil ;  then  the 
com  laws ;  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  did  Philip  glance  at  his 
aunt,  to  show  her  €hiy  balancing  a  Venetian  weight  on  as  few  of 
his  fingers  as  could  support  it. 

'  Guy,*  said  she,  smiling, '  does  that  unfortunate  glass  inspire 
you  with  any  arguments  in  favour  of  the  Venetians  ?' 

Qny  put  it  down  at  once,  and  Philip  proceeded  to  improved 
methods  of  fiuming,  to  enable  landlords  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  times.  Guy  had  got  hold  of  Mr.  £dmonstone's  spectacle- 
t»se,  and  was  putting  its  spring  to  a  hard  trial.  Mrs.  Edmon- 
stone doubted  whether  to  interfere  again ;  she  knew  this  was  not 
the  sort  of  thing  that  tried  his  temper,  yet  she  particularly  dis- 
liked playing  him  off,  as  it  were  for  Philip's  amusement,  and  quite 
as  much  letting  him  go  on,  and  lower  himself  in  her  nephew's 
estimation.  The  spectacle-case  settled  the  matter — a  crack  was 
heard,  it  refused  to  snap  at  all;  and  Guy,  much  discomfited, 
made  many  apologies. 

Amy  laughed ;  Philip  was  much  too  well-bred  to  do  anything 
but  curl  his  lip  unconsciously.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  waited  till  he 
was  gone,  then,  when  she  was  wishing  Guy  'good-night'  at 
Charles's  door,  she  said, — 

'  The  spectacle-case  forsetalled  me  in  giving  you  a  lecture  on 
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sparing  our  nerves.  Don't  look  so  very  full  of  compunction — ^it 
is  only  a  trick  which  your  mother  would  have  stopped  at  five 
years  old,  and  which  you  can  soon  stop  for  yourself.' 

*  Thank  you,  I  will,'  said  Guy;  *  I  hardly  knew  I  did  it,  hut  I 
•am  very  sorry  it  has  teased  you,' 

Thenceforward  it  was  curious  to  see  how  he  put  down  and 
■pushed  away  all  he  had  once  hegun  to  touch  and  torture.  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  said  it  was  self-command  in  no  common  degree;  and 
Philip  allowed  that  to  cure  so  inveterate  a  hahit  required  oonsi- 
derahle  strength  of  will. 

'  However,'  he  said,  '  I  always  gave  the  Morvilles  credit  for 
an  iron  resolution^  Yes,  Amy,  you  may  laugh ;  hut  if  a  man 
is  not  resolute  in  a  little,  he  will  never  he  resolute  in  great 
matters.' 

'  And  Qny  has  heen  resolute  the  right  way  this  time,'  said 
Laura. 

'  Ma^  he  always  he  the  same,'  said  Phihp. 

Phihp  had  undertaken,  on  his  way  hack  to  Broadstone,  to 
conduct  Charlotte  to  East-hill,  where  she  was  to  spend  the  day 
with  a  little  niece  of  Mary  Boss.  She  presently  came  down, 
her  honnet-strings  tied  in  a  most  resolute-looking  how,  and  her 
little  fig^ure  drawn  up  so  as  to  look  as  womanly  as  possihle  for 
her  first  walk  alone  with  Philip.  She  wished  the  party  at  home 
'  good-hy;'  and  as  Amy  and  Laura  stood  watching  her,  they 
could  not  help  laughing  to  see  her  tripping  feet  striving  to  keep 
step,  her  hlue  veil  discreetly  composed,  and  her  little  head  turned 
up,  as  if  she  was  tiying  hard  to  he  on  equal  terms  with  the  tall 
cousin,  who  meanwhile  looked  graciously  down  from  his  height, 
patronizing  her  like  a  very  small  child.  After  some  space.  Amy 
hegan  to  wonder  what  they  could  talk  ahout,  or  whether  they 
would  talk  at  all;  hut  Laura  said  there  was  no  fear  of  Charlotte's 
tongue  ever  heing  still,  and  Charles  r^oined, — 

'Don't  you  know  that  Philip  considers  it  due  to  himself  that 
his  audience  should  never  he  without  conversation  suited  to  their 
capacity?' 

'  Nonsense,  Charlie!' 

'  Nay,  I  give  him  credit  for  doing  it  as  well  as  it  is  in  the 
nature  of  things  for  it  to  he  done.  The  strongest  proof  I  know 
of  his  heing  a  superior  man,  is  the  way  he  adapts  himself  to  his 
company.  He  lays  down  the  law  to  us,  hecause  he  knows  we 
are  all  horn  to  he  his  admirers;  he  calls  Thomdale  his  dear 
fellow,  and  conducts  him  like  a  Mentor ;  but  you  may  observe 
how  different  he  is  with  other  people — ^Mr.  Ross,  for  instance. 
It  is  not  showing  off;  it  is  just  what  the  pattern  hero  should  be 
with  the  pattern  clergyman.    At  a  dinner-party  he  is  quite  in 
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his  place;  contents  himself  with  leaving  an  impression  on  his 
neighbour  that  Mr.  Morville  is  at  home  on  every  sabject ;  and 
that  he  is  the  right  thing  with  his  brother  officers  is  sufficiently 
proved,  since  not  even  Maurice  either  hates  or  quizzes  him.' 

'  Well,  Charlie/  said  Laura,  well  pleased, '  I  am  glad  you  are 
convinced  at  last.' 

*  Do  you  think  I  ever  wanted  to  be  convinced  that  we  were 
created  for  no  other  end  than  to  applaud  Philip  ?  I  was  ful- 
filling the  object  of  our  existence  by  enlarging  on  a  remark  of 
Guy* 8,  that  nothing  struck  him  more  than  the  way  in  which 
Philip  could  adapt  his  conversation  to  the  hearers.  So  the  hint 
was  not  lost  on  me;  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a 
far  greater  proof  of  his  sense  than  all  the  maxims  he  lavishes 
on  us.' 

'I  wonder  Gkiy  was  the  person  to  make  the  remark,'  said 
Laura ;  '  for  it  is  strange  that  those  two  never  appear  to  the 
best  advantage  together.' 

'  Oh,  Laura,  that  would  be  the  very  reason,'  said  Amy. 

'  The  very  reason?'  said  Charles.  *Draw  out  your  meaning, 
Miss.' 

*  Yes,'  said  Amy,  coloimng.  *  If  Guy — ^if  a  generous  person, 
I  mean — ^were  vexed  with  another  sometimes,  it  would  be  the 
very  reason  he  would  make  the  most  of  all  his  goodness.' 

*  Heigh-ho !'  yawned  Charles.  *  What  o'clock  is  it  ?  I  wonder 
when  Guy  is  ever  coming  back  fram  that  Lascelles.' 

'  Your  wonder  need  Bot  last  long,'  said  Laura, '  for  I  see  him 
riding  into  the  stable-yard.' 

In  a  few  minutes  he  had  entered ;  and,  on  being  asked  if  he 
had  met  Philip  and  Charlotte,  and  how  they  were  getting  on,  he 
replied, — *  A  good  deal  like  the  print  of  Dignity  and  Impudence,' 
at  the  same  time  throwing  back  his  shoulders,  and  composing 
his  countenance  to  imitate  Philip's  lofby  deportment  and  sedate 
expression,  and  the  next  moment  putting  ms  head  on  one  side 
with  a  sharp  little  nod,  and  giving  a  certain  espiegle  glance  of 
the  eye,  and  knowing  twist  of  one  comer  of  the  mouth,  just 
like  Charlotte. 

*  By  the  by,'  added  he,  *  would  Philip  have  been  a  clergyman 
if  he  had  gone  to  Oxford?' 

'  I  don't  know ;  I  don't  think  it  was  settled,'  said  Laura. 
*Why?' 

*  I  could  never  fancy  him  one,'  said  Guy. 

'  He  would  not  have  been  what  he  is  now  if  he  had  gone  to 
Oxford,'  said  Charles.  '  He  would  have  lived  with  men  of  the 
same  powers  and  pursuits  with  himself,  and  have  found  his 
level.' 
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*  And  that  would  have  been  a  very  high  one,'  said  Guy. 

'  It  would ;  but  there  would  be  aH  the  difference  there  is  be* 
tween  a  feudal  priuce  and  an  Eastern  despot.  He  would  know 
what  it  is  to  live  with  his  match.' 

'  But  you  don't  attempt  to  call  him  conceited !'  cried  Chiy, 
with  a  sort  of  constemaiaon. 

'  He  is  far  above  that ;  far  too  grand,'  sud  Amy. 

'  I  should  as  soon  tlunk  of  calling  Jupiter  conceited,'  said 
Charles ;  and  Laura  did  not  know  how  far  to  be  gratified,  or 
otherwise. 

Charles  had  not  over-estimated  Philip's  readiness  of  self- 
adaptation.  Charlotte  had  been  very  happy  with  him,  talking 
over  the  L<ul^  of  the  LakCy  which  she  had  lust  read,  and  being 
enlightened,  partly  to  her  satisfaction,  partly  to  her  disappoint- 
ment, as  to  how  much  was  historical  He  listened  good-naturedly 
to  a  fit  of  rapture,  and  threw  in  a  few,  not  too  many,  discreet 
words  of  guidance  to  the  true  principles  of  taste ;  and  next  told 
her  about  an  island,  in  a  pond  at  Stylehurst,  which  had  been  by 
turns  Ellen's  isle  and  Bobinson  Crusoe's.  It  was  at  this  point 
in  the  conversation  that  Guy  came  in  sight,  riding  slowly,  his 
reins  on  his  horse's  neck,  whittling  a  slow,  melancholy  tune,  his 
eyes  fixed  on  the  sky,  and  so  lost  in  musings,  that  he  did  not 
perceive  them  till  Philip  arrested  him  by  calling  out,  *  That  is  a 
very  bad  plan.  No  horse  is  to  be  trusted  in  that  way,  especially 
such  a  spirited  one.' 

Guy  started,  and  gathered  up  his  reins,  owning  it  was  foolish. 

*You  look  only  half  disenchanted  yet,'  said  Philip.  *Has 
Lascelles  put  you  into  what  my  father's  old  gardener  used  to 
«all  a  stud  P' 

'  Nothing  so  worthy  of  a  stud,'  said  Guy,  smiling  and  colomrin^ 
a  little.     '  I  was  only  dreandng  over  a  picture  of  ruin — 

'  Tke  steed  is  vaniah'd  from  the  stall, 
No  serf  is  seen  is  Hassan's  hall, 
The  lonelv  spider^s  thin  grey  pall 
Waves,  slowly  widening  o'er  the  wall.' 

*  Byron !'  exclaimed  Philip.  *  I  hope  yon  are  not  dwelling  on 
him?' 

*  Only  a  voliune  I  found  in  my  room.' 

*0h,  the  OiaourT  smd  Philip.  'Well,  there  is  no  great 
damage  done;  but  it  is  bad  food  for  excitable  minds.  Don't  let 
it  get  hold  of  you.' 

'  Very  well ;'  and  there  was  a  cloud,  but  it  cleared  in  a  mo- 
ment, and,  with  a  few  gay  words  to  both,  he  rode  off  at  a  quick 
pace. 

'  Foolish  fellow !'  muttered  Philip,  looking  after  him. 
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After  some  space  of  silence,  Charlotte  began  in  a  very  grave 
tone — 
'Philip.' 
'Well?' 

'Philip.' 

Another  *  Well  ?'  and  another  long  pause. 

*  Philip,  I  don't  know  whether  you'll  be  angry  with  me.* 
'  Certainly  not,'  said  Philip,  marvelling  what  was  coming. 

'  Guy  says  he  does  not  want  to  keep  up  the  feud,  and  I  wish 
you  would  not.' 

*  What  do  you  mean  ?' 

*  The  deadly  feud !'  said  Charlotte. 

*  What  nonsense  is  this?'  said  Philip, 

'  Surely — Oh  Philip,  there  always  was  a  deadly  feud  between 
x)ur  ancestors  and  the  Bedclyffe  Morvilles,  and  it  was  very 
wrong,  and  ought  not  to  be  kept  up  now.' 

'  It  is  not  I  that  keep  it  up.' 

*  Is  it  not  ?'  said  Charlotte.  *  But  I  am  sure  you  don't  like 
Guy.  And  I  can't  think  why  not,  unless  it  is  the  deadly  feud, 
for  we  are  all  so  fond  of  him.  Laura  says  it  is  a  different  house 
since  he  came.' 

'  Hum !'  said  Philip.  *  Charlotte,  you  did  well  to  make  me 
promise  not  to  be  angry  with  you,  by  which,  I  presume,  you 
mean  displeased.  I  should  like  to  know  what  put  this  notion 
into  your  head.' 

'  Charlie  told  me,'  almost  whispered  Charlotte,  hanging  down 
her  head.     '  And — and — ' 

•And  what?     I  can't  hear.' 

Charlotte  was  a  good  deal  frightened ;  but  either  from  firm- 
ness, or  from  the  female  propensity  to  have  the  last  word,  or  it 
might  be  the  spirit  of  mischief,  she  got  out — *  You^have  made 
me  quite  sure  of  it  yourself.' 

She  was  so  alarmed  at  having  said  this,  that  had  it  not  been 
undignified,  she  would  have  run  quite  away,  and  never  stopped 
till  she  came  to  East-hill.  MaUers  were  not  mended  when 
Philip  said  authoritatively,  and  as  if  he  was  not  in  the  leasli 
annoyed  (which  was  the  more  vexatious),  *  What  do  you  mean, 
Charlotte?' 

She  had  a  great  mind  to  cry,  by  way  of  getting  out  of  the 
scrape;  but  having  begun  as  counsellor  and  p«»ce  maker,  it 
would  never  do  to  be  babyish ;  and  on  his  repeating  the  ques- 
tion, she  said,  in  a  tone  which  she  could  not  prevent  from  being 
lachrymose,  'You  make  Guy  almost  angry;  you  tease  him,  and 
when  people  praisQ  him,  you  answer  as  if  it  would  not  last !  And 
it  is  very  unmir  of  you,'  concluded  she,  with  almost  a  sob. 
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'  Charlotte/  replied  Philip,  much  more  kindly  than  she  thought 
she  deserved,  after  the  reproach  that  seemed  to  her  so  dreadfully 
naughty, '  you  may  dismiss  all  fear  of  deadly  feud,  whatever  you 
may  mean  hy  it.  Charles  has  been  playing  tricks  on  you.  lou 
know,  my  litfcle  cousin,  that  I  am  a  Christum,  and  we  live  in  the 
nineteenth  century.* 

Charlotte  felt  as  if  annihilated  at  the  aspect  of  her  own  folly. 
He  resumed — *  You  misunderstood  me.  I  do  think  Guy  very 
agreeable.  He  is  very  attentive  to  Charles,  very  kind  to  you, 
and  so  attractive,  that  I  don't  wonder  you  like  him.  But  those 
who  are  older  than  you  see  that  he  has  faults,  and  we  wish  to  set 
him  on  his  guard  against  them.  It  may  be  painful  to  ourselves, 
and  irritating  to  him,  but  depend  upon  it,  it  is  the  proof  of 
friendship.    Are  you  satisfied,  mv  little  cousin  ?' 

She  could  only  say  humbly,  *  1  beg  yomr  pardon.' 

*■  You  need  not  ask  pardon.  Since  you  had  the  notion,  it  was 
right  to  speak,  as  it  was  to  me,  one  of  your  own  family.  When 
you  are  older,  you  need  never  fear  to  speak  out  in  the  right 
place.  I  am  glad  you  have  so  much  of  the  right  sort  of  femi- 
nine courage,  though  in  this  case  you  might  have  ventured  to 
trust  to  me.' 

So  ended  Charlotte's  anxieties  respecting  the  deadly  feud,  and 
she  had  now  to  make  up  her  mind  to  the  loss  of  her  playfellow, 
who  was  to  go  to  Oxford  at  Easter,  when  he  would  be  just 
eighteen,  his  birthday  being  the  28th  of  March.  Both  her 
pkymates  were  going,  Bustle  as  well  as  Guy,  and  it  was  at  first 
proposed  that  Deloraine  should  go  too,  but  Guy  bethought  him- 
self that  Oxford  would  be  a  place  of  temptation  for  Willuun;  and 
not  choosing  to  trust  the  horse  to  any  one  else,  resolved  to  leave 
both  at  HoUyweU. 

His  grandfather  had  left  an  allowance  for  Guy,  until  his  coming 
of  age,  such  as  might  leave  no  room  for  extravagance,  and  which 
even  Philip  pronounced  to  be  hardly  sufficient  for  a  young  man 
in  his  position.  '  You  know,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone,  in  his  hesi- 
tating, goodnatured  way, '  if  ever  you  have  occasion  sometimes 
for  a  little — a  little  more — ^you  need  only  apply  to  me.  Don't 
be  afraid,  anything  rather  than  nm  into  debt.  You  know  me, 
and  'tis  your  own.' 

'  This  shall  do,'  said  Guy,  in  the  same  tone  as  he  had  fixed 
his  hours  of  study. 

Each  of  the  family  made  Guy  a  birthday  present,  as  an  outfit 
for  Oxford;  Mr.  Ecunonstone  gave  him  a  set  of  studs,  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  a  Christian  Year,  Amabel  copied  some  of  his  favourite 
songs,  Laura  made  a  drawing  of  Sintram,  Charlotte  worked  a 
kettle-holder,  with  what  was  called  by  courtesy  a  likeness  of 


78  THE  HEIB  OF  REDGLYFFE. 

Bustle.     Charles  gave  nothing,  professing  that  he  would  do 
nothing  to  encourage  his  departure. 

*'  You  don't  know  what  a  bore  it  is  to  lose  the  one  bit  of 
quicksilver  in  the  house !'  said  he,  yawning.  *  I  shall  only  drag 
on  my  existence  till  you  come  back.' 

*  You,  Charles,  the  maker  of  fun !'  said  Guy,  amazed. 

*  It  is  a  case  of  flint  and  steel,'  said  Charles ;  '  but  be  it  owing 
to  who  it  will,  we  have  been  alive  since  you  came  here.  You 
have  taken  care  to  be  remembered.  We  have  been  studying 
you,  or  laughing  at  you,  or  wondering  what  absurdity  was  to 
come  next.' 

'  I  am  very  sorry — ^that  is,  if  you  are  serious.  I  hoped  at  least 
I  appeared  like  other  people.' 

'  I'll  tell  you  what  you  appear  like.  Just  what  I  would  be  if 
I  was  a  free  nCian.' 

*  Never  say  that,  Charlie.' 

*  Nay,  wait  a  bit.  I  would  never  be  so  foolish.  I  would  never 
give  my  sunny  mornings  to  Eiu*ipides ;  I  would  not  let  the  best 
hunter  in  the  county  go  when  I- had  wherewithal  to  pay  for  him.' 

'  You  would  not  have  such  an  ill-conditioned  self  to  keep  in  rule.' 

*  After  all,'  continued  Charles,  yawning,  *  it  is  no  great  compli- 
ment to  say  I  am  sorry  you  are  going.  If  you  were  an  Ethiopian 
serenader,  you  would  be  a  loss  to  me.  It  is  something  to  see 
anything  beyond  this  old  drawing-room,  and  the  same  faces  doing 
the  same  things  every  day.  Laura  poking  over  her  drawing,  and 
meditating  upon  the  last  entry  in  Philip's  memorandum-book, 
and  Amy  at  her  flowers  or  some  nonsense  or  other,  and  Charlotte 
and  the  elders  all  the  same,  and  a  lot  of  stupid  people  dropping 
in,  and  a  lot  of  stupid  books  to  read,  all  just  ahke.  I  can  tell 
what  they  are  like  without  looking  in !'  Charles  yawned  again, 
sighed,  and  moved  wearily.  '  Now,  there  came  some  life  and 
freshness  with  you.  You  talk  of  Redclyife,  and  your  brute  crea- 
tion there,  not  like  a  book,  and  still  less  like  a  commonplace 
man ;  you  are  innocent  and  unsophisticated,  and  take  new  points 
of  view ;  you  are  something  to  interest  oneself  about;  your  coming 
in  is  something  to  look  forward  to ;  you  make  the  singing  not 
such  mere  milk-and-water;  your  reading  the  Pnelectiones  is  an 
additional  landmark  to  time;  besides  the  mutton  of  to-day 
succeeding  the  beef  of  yesterday.  Heigh-ho!  I'll  tell  you  what, 
Guy.  Though  I  may  carry  it  off  with  a  high  hand,  'tis  no  joke 
to  be  a  helpless  log  all  the  best  years  of  a  man's  life, — ^nay,  for 
my  whole  life, — for  at  the  very  best  of  the  contingencies  the  doc- 
tors are  always  flattering  me  with,  I  should  make  but  a  wretched 
crippling  affair  of  it.  And  if  that  is  the  best  hope  they  give  me, 
you  may  guess  it  is  likely  to  be  a  pretty  deal  worse.     Hope  P 
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I've  been  hoping  these  ten  yeiEurs,  and  much  good  has  it  done  me. 
I  say,  Guy,'  he  proceeded,  in  a  tone  of  extreme  bitterness,  though 
with  a  sorb  of  smile,  '  the  only  wonder  is  that  I  don't  hate  the 
very  sight  of  you !  There  are  times  when  I  feel  as  if  I  could  bite 
some  men, — ^that  Tomfool  Maurice  de  Ck>urcy,  for  instance,  when 

I  hear  him  rattling  on,  and  think ' 

^  I  know  I  have  often  talked  thoughtlessly,  I  have  feared  after- 
wards I  might  have  given  you  pain.' 

'  No,  no,  you  never  have ;  you  have  carried  me  along  with  vou* 
I  like  nothing  better  than  to  hear  of  your  ridings,  and  shootmgs, 
and  boatings.    It  is  a  sort  of  life.' 

Charles  had  never  till  now  alluded  seriously  to  his  infirmity 
before  Guy,  and  the  changing  countenance  of  ius  auditor  showed 
him  to  be  much  affected,  as  he  stood  leaning  over  the  end  of  the 
sofa,  with  his  speaking  eyes  earnestly  fixed  on  Charles,  who 
went  on : 

'  And  now  you  are  going  to  Oxford.  You  will  take  your  place 
among  the  men  of  your  day.  You  will  hear  and  be  heard  of. 
You  will  be  somebody.  And  I ! — I  know  I  have  what  they  call 
talent — ^I  could  be  something.  They  think  me  an  idle  dog;  but 
Where's  the  good  of  doing  anything?  I  only  know  if  I  was  not — 
not  condemned  to — ^to  this — this  Ufe,'  (had  it  not  been  for  a  sort 
of  involuntary  respect  to  the  gentle  compassion  of  the  softened 
hazel  eyes  regarding  him  so  kindly,  he  would  have  used  the  violent 
expletive  that  trembled  on  his  lip ;)  if  I  was  not  chained  down 
here,  master  Philip  should  not  stand  alone  as  the  paragon  of  the 
family.     I've  as  much  mother  wit  as  he.' 

'  That  you  have,'  said  Guy.    '  How  fieiBt  you  see  the  sense  of 
a  passage.    You  could  excel  very  much  if  you  only  tried.' 
'  Tried?  And  what  am  I  to  gain  by  it?' 
'  I  don't  know  that  one  ought  to  let  talents  rust,'  said  Guy, 
thoughtfully ;  '  I  suppose  it  is  one's  duty  not ;  and  surely  it  is 
a  piiy  to  give  up  those  readings.' 

'I  shaU  not  get  such  another  fellow  dunce  as  you,'  said 
Charles, '  as  I  told  you  when  we  began,  and  it  would  be  a  mere 
farce  to  do  it  alone.     I  could  not  make  myself,  if  I  would.' 

^  Can't  you  make  yourself  do  what  you  please  ?'  said  Guy,  as 
if  it  was  tiie  simplest  thing  in  the  world. 

'  Not  a  bit,  if  the  other  half  of  me  does  not  like  it.  I  forget 
it,  or  put  it  off,  and  it  comes  to  nothing.  I  do  dedare,  though, 
I  would  get  something  to  break  my  mind  on,  merely  as  a  medical 
precaution,  just  to  freshen  myself  up,  if  I  could  find  any  one  to 
do  it  with.  No,  nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  tutor,  against  that 
I,  protest.' 

^  Your  sisters,'  suggested  Guy. 
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'  Hum !  Laura  is  too  intellectual  already,  and  I  don't  mean  to 
poach  on  Philip's  manor ;  and  if  I  made  little  Amy  cease  to  be 
nllj,  I  should  do  away  with  all  the  comfort  I  have  left  me  in 
life.  I  don't  know,  though,  if  she  swallowed  learning  after  Mary- 
Boss's  pattern  that  it  need  do  her  much  harm.' 

Amy  came  into  the  room  at  the  moment. 

'Amy,  here  is  Guy  advising  me  to  take  you  to  read  something 
awfully  wise  every  day ;  something  that  will  make  you  as  dry  as 
a  stick,  and  as  blue ' 

*  As  a  gentianella,'  said  Guy. 

*  I  should  not  mind  being  like  a  gentianella,'  said  Amy.  ^  But 
what  dreadful  thing  were  you  setting  him  to  do  P' 

*  To  make  you  read  all  the  folios  in  my  uncle's  old  library,' 
said  Charles.  '  All  that  Margaret  has  in  keeping  against  Philip 
has  a  house  of  his  own.' 

'  Sancho  somebody,  and  all  you  talked  of  when  first  you  came?' 
said  Amy. 

'  We  were  talking  of  the  hour's  reading  that  Charlie  and  I  have 
had  together  lately,'  said  Guy. 

^  I  was  thinking  how  CharHe  would  miss  that  hour,'  said  Amy; 
'  and  we  shall  be  very  sorry  not  to  have  you  to  listen  to.' 

*  Well,  then,  Amy,  suppose  you  read  with  me  P' 

*  Oh,  Charlie,  thank  you!  Should  you  really  like  it?'  cried  Amy, 
colouring  with  delight.  '  I  have  always  thought  it  would  be  so 
very  dehghtful  if  you  would  read  with  me,  as  James  Boss  used 
with  Mary,  only  I  was  afraid  of  tiring  you  with  my  stupidity. 
Oh,  thank  you !' 

So  it  was  settled,  and  Charles  declared  that  he  put  himself  on 
honour  to  give  a  good  account  of  their  doings  to  Guy,  that  being 
the  only  way  of  making  himself  steady  to  his  resolu^on ;  but  he 
was  perfectly  determined  not  to  let  Philip  know  anything  about 
the  practice  he  had  adopted,  since  he  would  by  no  means  allow 
him  to  guess  that  he  was  following  his  advice. 

Charles  had  certainly  grown  veiy  fond  of  Guy,  in  spite  of  his 
propensity  to  admire  Pfilip,  satisfying  himself  by  maintaining 
that,  after  aU,  Guy  only  tried  to  esteem  his  cousin  because  he 
thought  it  a  point  of  duty,  just  as  children  think  it  right  to 
admire  the  good  boy  in  a  story  book ;  but  that  he  was  secretly 
fretted  and  chafed  by  his  perfection.  No  one  could  deny  that 
there  were  often  occasions  when  little  misunderstandings  would 
arise,  and  that,  but  for  Philip's  coolness  and  Guy's  readiness  to 
applogize,  they  might  ofben  have  gone  further ;  but  at  the  same 
time  no  one  could  regret  these  things  more  than  Guy  himself, 
and  he  was  willing  and  desirous  to  seek  Philip's  advice  and 
assistance  when  needed.    In  especial,  he  listened  earnestly  to  the 
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counsel  which  was  bestowed  on  him  about  Oxford:  and  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  was  convinced  that  no  one  could  have  more  anxiety 
to  do  right  and  avoid  temptation.  She  had  many  talks  with 
him  in  her  dressing-room,  promising  to  write  to  him,  as  did  also 
Charles ;  and  he  lefb  Hollywell  with  universal  regrets,  most 
loudly  expressed  by  Charlotte,  who  would  not  be  comforted 
without  a  lock  of  Bustle's  hair,  which  she  would  have  worn  rour  d 
her  neck  if  she  had  not  been  a£raid  that  Laura  would  tell  Philip. 

'He  goes  with  excellent  intentions,'  said  Phihp,  as  they 
watched  him  from  the  door. 

'  I  do  hope  he  will  do  well,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 

'  I  wish  he  may,'  said  Philip ;  '  the  agreeableness  of  his  whole 
character  makes  one  more  anxious.  It  is  very  dangerous.  His 
name,  his  wealth,  his  sociable,  gay  disposition,  that  veryattractive 
manner,  all  are  so  many  penis,  and  he  has  not  that  natural 
pleasure  in  study  that  would  be  of  itself  a  preservative  from 
temptation.  However,  he  is  honestly  anxious  to  do  right,  and 
has  excellent  principles.  I  only  fear  his  temper  and  his  want  of 
steadiness.    Poor  boy,  I  hope  he  may  do  well !' 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Pray,  good  shepherd,  what 

Fair  swain  is  this  that  dances  with  your  daughter  ? 

«         ,  «  «  «  *  « 

He  sings  several  tunes  tagter  than  you'll  tell  money ;  he 
utters  them  as  he  had  eaten  ballads,  and  all  men's  ears 
grow  to  his  tunes. — ^WnrnsB'B  Tale. 

IT  was  a  glorious  day  in  June,  the  sky  of  pure  deep  dazzling 
blue,  the  sunshine  glowing  with  brightness,  but  with  cheerful 
freshness  in  the  air  that  took  away  all  sultriness,  the  sun  tending 
westward  in  his  long  day's  career,  and  casting  welcome  shadows 
from  the  tall  firs  and  horse-chestnuts  that  shaded  the  lawn.  A 
long  rank  of  haymakers — ^men  and  women — ^proceeded  with  their 
rakes,  the  white  shirt-sleeves,  straw  bonnets,  and  ruddy  faces, 
radiant  in  the  bath  of  sunshine,  while  in  the  shady  end  of  the 
field  were  idler  haymakers  among  the  fragrant  piles,  Charles  half 
lying  on  the  grass,  with  his  back  against  a  tall  haycock;  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  sitting  on  another,  book  in  hand;  Laura  sketching 
the  busy  scene,  the  sun  p^lancing  through  the  chequered  shade 
on  her  glossy  curls;  Philip  stretched  out  at  full  length,  hat  and 
neck-tie  off,  luxuriating  in  the  cool  repose  after  a  dusty  walk 
from  Broadstone;  and  a  little  way  ofp,  Amabel  and  Charlotte 
pretending  to  make  hay,  but  reekUy  building  nests  with  it^ 
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throwing  it  at  each  other,  and  playing  as  heartdlj  as  the  heat 
woold  aUow. 

They  talked  and  laughed,  the  rest  were  too  hot,  too  busy,  or 
too  sleepy  for  conyersation,  even  Philip  being  tired  into  enjoying 
the  doleefar  niente;  and  they  badced  in  the  fresh  breezy  heat 
and  perfruny  hay  with  only  now  and  then  a  word,  till  a  cold, 
black,  damp  nose  was  suddenly  thrust  into  Charies's  face,  a  red 
tongue  began  licking  him;  and  at  the  same  moment  Charlotte, 
screaming  ^  There  he  is !'  raced  headlong  across  the  swarths  of 
hay  to  meet  Ghiy,  who  had  just  ridden  into  the  field.  He  threw 
Deloraine's  rein  to  one  of  the  haymakers,  and  came  bounding  to 
meet  her,  just  in  time  to  pick  her  up  as  she  put  her  foot  into  a 
hidden  hole,  and  fell  prosbrate. 

In  another  moment  he  was  in  the  midst  of  the  whole  party, 
who  crowded  round  and  welcomed  him  as  if  he  had  been  a  boy 
returning  from  his  first  half-year's  schooling;  and  never  did  little 
school-boy  look  more  holiday  like  than  he,  with  all  the  sunshine 
of  that  June  day  reflected,  as  it  were,  in  his  glittering  eyes  and 
glowing  face,  while  Bustle  escaping  from  Charles's  caressing 
arm,  daoiced  round,  wagging  his  tail  in  ecstasy,  and  claiming  his 
share  of  the  welcome.  Then  €hiy  was  on  the  ground  by  Charles, 
rejoicing  to  find  him  out  there,  and  then,  some  dropping  into 
their  former  nests  on  the  hay,  some  standing  round,  they  talked 
fast  and  eagerly  in  a  confusion  of  sound  that  did  not  subside 
for  the  first  ten  minutes  so  as  to  allow  anything  to  be  clearly 
heard.  The  first  distinct  sentence  was  Charlotte's  'Bustle, 
darling  old  fellow,  you  are  handsomer  than  ever !' 

*  What  a  delicious  day !'  next  exclaimed  Guy,  following  Philip's 
example,  by  throwing  off  hat  and  neck-tie. 

'  A  spontaneous  tribute  to  the  beauty  of  the  day,'  said  Charles. 
'Beally  it  is  so  ultra^splendid  as  to  deserve  notice!'  said 
Philip,  throwing  himself  completely  back,  and  looking  up. 

*  One  cannot  help  revelling  in  that  deep  blue !'  said  Laura. 

'  To-morrow'U  be  the  happiest  time  of  all  the  giad  new  year,* 
bummed  Guy. 

'  Ah !  you  will  teach  us  all  now,'  saidLaura,  *  after  your  grand 
singing  lessons.' 

'  Bo  you  know  what  is  in  store  for  you,  Ghiy  P'  said  Amy. 
*  Oh !  haven't  you  heard  about  Lady  Ealcoran's  l:^ !' 

'  You  are  to  go,  Guy,'  said  Charlotte.  '  I  am  glad  I  am  not. 
I  hate  dancing.' 

*  And  I  know  as  much  about  it  as  Bustle,'  said  Guy,  catching^ 
the  dog  by  his  fbrepaws,  and  causing  him  to  perform  an  uncouth, 
dance. 

'  Never  mind,  they  will  soon  teach  you,'  said  Mrs.  Edmon- 
stone. 
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'MostlreaUygoP' 

*  He  begins  to  think  it  seriouB,'  said  Charles. 

^  Is  Phmp  going  ?'  exclaimed  Ghij,  looking  as  if  he  was  taken 
by  surprise. 

'He  is  going  to  say  somethinp^  abont  dancing  being  a  healthful 
recreation  for  yonng  people/  said  Charles. 

'  You'll  be  disappointed^'  said  Philip.  '  It  is  much  too  hot  to 
moralize.' 

'  Apollo  unbends  his  bow,'  exclaimed  Charles.  '  The  ciqatain 
yields  the  field.' 

'Ah!  Captain  Morrille,  I  ought  to  have  congratulated  you,' 
said  Ouy.  '  I  must  come  to  Broadstone  early  enough  to  see  you 
on  parade.' 

'  Come  to  Broadstone!  You  aren't  stall  bound  to  Mr.  Las- 
celles,'  said  Charles. 

'  1£  he  has  time  for  me,'  said  Guy.  '  I  am  too  far  behind  the 
rest  of  the  world  to  afford  to  be  idle  this  vacation.' 

'  That's  right,  €hiy,'  exclaimed  Philip,  sitting  up,  and  looking 
full  of  approval.  '  With  so  much  perseverance,  you  must  get  on 
at  last.     How  did  you  do  in  collections  ?' 

*  Tolerably,  thank  you.' 

'  You  must  be  able  to  enter  into  the  thing  now,'  proceeded 
Philip.    'What  are  you  reading?' 

'Thucydidee.' 

'  Have  you  come  to  Perides'  oration  ?  I  must  show  yon  some 
notes  that  I  have  on  that.  Don't  you  get  into  the  spirit  of  it 
now?' 

<  Up-hill  work  still,'  answered  Gtiy,  disentangling  some  eUiers 
£rom  the  silky  curls  of  Bustle's  ear. 

'  Which  do  you  like  best— that  or  the  ball  ?'  asked  Charies.: 

'  The  hay-field  best  of  all,'  said  GKiy,  releasing  Bustle,  and 
blinding  him  with  a  heap  of  hay. 

'  Of  course !'  said  Charlotte, '  who  would  not  like  hay-making 
better  than  that  stupid  baU  ?' 

'Poor  Charlotte!'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone;  commiseration 
which  irritated  Charlotte  into  standing  up  and  protesting, 
'  Mytmniftj  you  know  I  don't  want  to  go.' 

'  No  more  do  I,  Charlotte,'  said  her  brother,  in  a  mock  con- 
soling tone.  '  You  and  I  know  what  is  g^d  for  us,  and  despise 
sublunary  vanities.' 

'  But  you  will  go,  €hiy,'  said  Laura ;  '  Philip  is  reaUy  going.' 

'  In  spite  of  Lord  Kilcoran's  folly  in  going  to  such  an  expense 
as  either  taking  Allonby  or  giving  the  htfJl,'  said  Charles. 

'  I  don't  think  it  is  my  business  to  bring  Lord  Kiloonin  to  a 
senseof  his  folly,' said  Plulip.  'I  made  all  my  protests  to  Maurice 

o2 
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when  first  he  started  the  notion,  but  if  his  father  chose  to  take 
the  matter  up,  it  is  no  concern  of  mine.' 

'  You  will  xmderstand,  Guy,'  said  Charles,  '  that  this  ball  is 
specially  got  up  by  Maurice  for  Laura's  benefit.' 

'BeKeve  as  little  as  you  please  of  that  speech,  Guy,'  said 
Laura;  *  the  truth  is,  that  Lord  Kilcoran  is  very  good-natured, 
and  Eveleen  was  very  much  shocked  to  hear  that  Amy  had  never 
been  to  any  ball,  and  I  to  only  one,  and  so  it  ended  in  their 
giving  one.' 

'When  is  it  to  be?' 

*  On  Thursday  week,'  said  Amy.  *  I  wonder  if  you  will  think 
Eveleen  as  pretty  as  we  do !' 

*  She  is  Laura's  great  friend,  is  not  she  ?' 

'  I  like  her  very  much ;  I  have  known  her  all  my  life,  and  she 
has  much  more  depth  than  those  would  think  who  only  know 
her  manner.'  And  Laura  looked  pleadingly  at  Philip  as.  she 
spoke. 

'Are  there  any  others  of  the  family  at  home  P'  said  Ghiy. 

'The  two  younger  girls,  Mabel  and  Helen,  and  the  little 
boys,'  said  Amy.  '  Lord  de  Courcy  is  in  Lreland,  and  all  the 
others  are  away.' 

'  Lord  de  Courcy  is  the  wisest  man  of  the  £Eunily,  and  sets 
his  fiioe  against  absenteeism,'  said  Philip,  '  so  he  is  never  visible 
here.' 

'  But  you  aren't  going  to  despise  it,  I  hope,  Guy,'  said  Amy, 
earnestly;  'it  will  be  so  delightful!  And  what  fim  we  shali 
have  in  teaching  vou  to  dance !' 

Guy  stretched  himself,  and  ^ve  a  quaint  grunt. 

'  Never  mind,  Guy,'  said  Philip, '  very  little  is  required.  Yon 
may  easily  pass  in  the  crowd.    I  never  learnt.' 

'  Your  ear  will  guide  you,'  said  Laura. 

'  And  no  one  can  stay  at  home,  since  Mary  Boss  is  going,' 
said  Amy.  '  Eveleen  was  always  so  fond  of  her,  that  she  came 
and  fon^  a  promise  from  her  by  telling  her  she  should  come 
with  mamma,  and  have  no  trouble.' 

'  You  have  not  seen  Allonby,'  said  Laura.  '  There  are  such 
Vandykes,  and  amon^  them,  such  a  King  Charles !' 

'  Is  not  that  the  picture,'  said  Charles, '  before  which  Amy — ' 

•O  don't,  CharHe!' 

'  Was  found  dissolved  in  tears  ?' 

'  I  could  not  help  it,'  murmured  Amy,  blushing  crimson. 

'  There  is  all  Charles's  fate  in  his  face,'  said  PUlip, — '  earnest, 
melancholy,  beautiful !  It  would  stir  the  feelings — ^were  it  an 
unknown  portrait.  No,  Amy,  you  need  not  be  ashamed  of  your 
tears.' 
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But  Amy  turned  away,  doubly  ashamed. 
'  I  hope  it  is  not  in  the  ball-room,'  said  Guy. 

*  No,'  said  Laura,  '  it  is  in  the  library.' 

Charlotte,  whose  absence  had  become  perceptible  from  the 
general  quietness,  here  ran  up  with  two  envelopes,  which  she  put 
mto  Guy's  hands.  One  contained  Lady  Kilooran's  genuine  card 
of  inyitation  for  Sir  Ghiy  Morville,  tiie  other  Charlotte  had 
scribbled  in  haste  for  Mr.  Bustle. 

This  put  an  end  to  all  rationality.  Ghiy  rose  with  a  growl 
and  a  roar,  and  hunted  her  over  half  the  field,  till  she  was 
caught,  and  came  back  out  of  breath  and  screaming,  '  We  never 
had  such  a  haymaking !' 

'  So  I  think  the  haymakers  will  say !'  answered  her  mother, 
rising  to  go  indoors.    *  What  ruin  of  haycocks !' 

'  Oh,  I'll  set  all  that  to  rights,'  said  Guy,  seizing  a  hay-fork. 

*  Stop,  stop,  take  care !'  cried  Charles.  '  I  don't  want  to  be 
built  up  in  the  rick,  and  by*and-by,  when  my  disconsolate  family 
have  had  all  the  ponds  dragged  for  me,  Delondne  will  be  heard 
to  complain  that  they  give  bun  very  odd  animal  food !' 

*  Who  could  resist  such  a  piteous  appeal !'  said  Guy,  helping 
him  to  rise,  and  conducting  him  to  his  wheeled  cmdr.  The 
others  followed,  and  when,  shortly  after,  Laura  looked  out  at  her 
window,  she  saw  Guy,  with  his  coat  off,  toiling  like  a  real  hay^ 
maker,  to  build  up  the  cocks  in  all  their  neat  fairness  and  height, 
whistling  meantime  the  '  Queen  of  the  May,'  and  now  and  then 
singing  a  line.  She  watched  the  old  cowman  come  up,  touching 
his  hat,  and  looking  less  cross  than  usual ;  she  saw  Ghiy's  ready 
greeting,  and  perceived  they  were  comparing  the  forks  and  rakes, 
the  pooks  and  cocks  of  their  counties ;  and,  finally,  she  beheld 
her  ukther  ride  into  the  field,  and  Guy  spring  to  meet  him. 

No  one  could  have  so  returned  to  what  was  in  effect  a  home, 
unless  his  time  had  been  properly  spent ;  and,  in  fact,  all  that 
Mr.  Edmonstone  or  Philip  could  hear  of  hhn  was  so  satisfactory, 
that  Philip  pronounced  that  the  first  stage  of  the  trial  had 
been  passed  irreproachably,  and  Laura  felt  and  looked  delighted 
at  tins  sanction  to  the  high  estimation  in  which  she  held 
him. 

His  own  account  of  himself  to  Mrs.  Edmonstone  would  not 
have  been  equally  satisfactory  if  she  had  not  had  something  else 
to  check  it  with.  It  was  given  by  degrees,  and  at  many  different 
times,  chiefly  as  they  walked  round  the  garden  in  the  twilight 
of  the  summer  evenings,  talking  over  the  many  subjects  men- 
tioned in  the  letters  which  had  passed  constantly.  It  seemed  as 
if  there  were  very  few  to  whom  Guy  would  ever  give  his  confi- 
dence ;  but  that  once  bestowed,  it  was  with  hardly  any  reserve, 
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and  that  waa  bia  great  relief  and  satia&ctian  to  poor  out  his 
whole  mind,  where  he  was  aoie  of  sympathy. 

To  her,  then,  he  confided  how  mnch  proroked  he  was  with 
himself,  lus  ^  fint  term,'  he  said,  '  having  only  shown  him  what 
an  intoleiable  fool  he  had  to  keep  in  order.'  Bj  his  account,  he 
oonld  do  nothing  '  without  tmning  his  own  head,  except  study, 
and  that  stvqnfied  it.'  *  Never  was  there  a  more  idle  fellow  ;,he 
coold  work  himself  for  a  given  time,  bat  his  sense  would  not 
seeond  him ;  and  was  it  not  most  absurd  in  him  to  take  so  little 
Treasure  in  what  was  his  duty,  and  enjoy  only  what  was  bad  for 

He  had  tried  boating,  but  it  had  distracted  him  finim  his 
work;  so  he  had  been  obliged  to  give  it  up,  and  had  done  so  in 
a  hasty  vehement  manner,  which  had  caused  offence,  and  for 
which  he  blamed  hiinself.  It  had  been  the  same  with  other 
things,  till  he  had  left  himself  no  regular  recreation  but  walking 
and  music.  ^The  last,'  he  said,  'might  engross  him  in  the 
same  way;  but  he  thought  (here  he  hesitated  a  little)  there 
were  higher  ends  for  music,  which  made  it  come  under  Mrs. 
Edmonstone's  rule,  of  a  thing  to  be  used  guardedly,  not  disused.' 
He  had  resumed  light  reading,  too,  which  he  had  nearly  discon- 
tinued before  he  went  to  O^ord.  *  One  wants  something,'  he 
said,  '  by  way  of  refreshment,  where  there  is  no  sea  nor  rode  to 
look  at,  and  no  Laura  and  Amy  to  talk  to.' 

He  had  made  one  friend,  a  scholar  of  his  own  collie,  of  the 
name  of  Wellwood.  This  name  had  been  his  attraction;  Guy 
was  bent  on  friendship  with  him ;  if^  as  he  tried  to  make  him 
out  to  be,  he  was  the  son  of  that  Ci^tain  Wellwood  whose 
death  had  weighed  so  heavily  on  his  grandfrither's  conscience, 
feeling  almost  as  if  it  were  his  duty  to  ask  forgiveness  in  his 
grand&ther's  name,  yet  scarcely  knowing  how  to  venture  on 
advances  to  one  to  whom  his  name  had  such  associations.  How« 
ever,  they  had  gradually  drawn  together,  and  at  length  entered 
on  the  subject,  and  Gxty  then  found  he  was  the  nephew,  not  the 
son  of  Captain  Wellwood ;  indeed,  his  former  belief  was  founded 
on  a  miscalculation,  as  the  duel  had  taken  place  twenty-eight 
years  ago.  He  now  heard  all  his  grandfather  had  wished  to 
know  of  the  family.  There  were  two  unmarried  daughters,  and 
their  cousin  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  their  self-devoted  life, 
promising  what  Gxty  much  wished,  that  they  should  hear  what 
deep  repentance  had  followed  the  crime  which  had  made  them 
iatherless.  He  was  to  be  a  clergyman,  and  Guy  admired  him 
extremely,  saying,  however,  that  he  was  so  shy  and  retiring,  it 
was  hard  to  know  him  well. 

From  not  having  been  at  school,  and  from  other  causes,  Guy 
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liad  made  few  acquaintaiice ;  indeed,  he  amused  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
by  fearing  he  had  been  morose.  She  was  ready  to  tell  him  he 
was  an  ingenious  self-tormentor ;  but  she  saw  that  the  struggle 
to  do  right  was  the  main  sprmg  of  the  happiness  that  beamed 
rouhd  hun,  in  spite  of  his  self-reproach,  heart-felt  as  it  was. 
She  doubted  whether  persons  more  contented  with  themselves 
were  as  truly  joyous,  and  was  convinced  that,  while  thus  com- 
bating lesser  temptations,  the  very  shadow  of  what  are  generally 
alone  considered  as  real  temptations  wpuld  hardly  come  near 
him. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  these  talks,  and  now  and  then  a 
thoughtful  look,  she  would  have  believed  him  one  of  the  most 
light-hearted  and  merriest  of  beings.  He  was  more  full  of  glee 
and  high  spirits  than  she  had  ever  seen  him ;  he  seemed  to  fill 
the  whole  house  with  mirth,  and  keep  every  one  alive  by  his  fun 
and  frolic,  as  blithe  and  untiring  as  Maurice  de  Courcy  himself^ 
though  not  so  wild. 

Very  pleasant  were  those  summer  days — ^reading,  walking, 
music,  gardening.  Did  not  they  all  work  like  venr  labourers  at 
the  new  arbour  in  the  midst  of  the  laurels,  where  Charles  might 
sit  and  see  the  spires  of  Broadstone  F  Work  they  did,  indexed ! 
Charles  looking  on  from  his  wheeled  chair,  laughing  to  see  Guy 
sawing  as  if  for  his  living,  and  Amy  hammering  gallantly,  and 
Laura  weaving  osiers,  and  Charlotte  flying  about  with  messages. 

One  day,  they  were  startled  by  an  exclamation  from  Charles. 
*  Ah,  ha !  Paddy,  is  that  you  ?'  and  beheld  the  tall  figure  of  a 
^1,  advancing  with  a  n^id,  springing  step,  holding  up  her 
riding  habit  with  one  hand,  with  the  other  whisking  her  coral«> 
handled  whip.  .There  was  something  distinguished  in  her  air, 
and  her  features,  though  less  fine  than  Laura's,  were  very  pretty, 
by  the  help  of  laughing  dark  blue  eyes,  and  very  black  hair, 
under  her  broad  hat  and  little  waving  feather.  She  threatened 
Charles  with  her  whip,  calling  out — *  Aimt  Edmonstone  said  I 
should  find  you  here.     What  is  the  fim  now  p' 

'Arbour  building,'  said  Charles;  ^ don't  you  see  the  head 
<»rpenterr 

'  Sir  Guy  P'  whispered  she  to  Laura,  looking  up  at  him,  where 
he  was  mounted  on  the  roof,  thatching  it  with  reed,  the  sun- 
shine full  on  his  elowing  fisKse  and  white  shirt  sleeves. 

'  Here !'  said  Charles,  as  Guv  swung  himself  down  with  a 
bound,  his  face  much  redder  than  sun  and  work  had  already 
made  it,  '  here's  another  wild  Irisher  for  you.' 

'  Sir  Guy  Morville — ^Lady  Eveleen  de  Courcy,'  began  Laura ; 
but  Lady  Eveleen  cut  her  short,  frankly  holding  out  her  hand, 
and  saying,  '  You  are  almost  a  cousin,  you  know.     Oh,  don't 
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leare  off.    Do  gire  me  aomething  to  do.    That  hammer,  Amj, 
pray — laxmkj  don't  yoa  remember  how  dearly  I  always  loved 

*  How  did  yoQ  come  ?'  said  Laura. 

'With  papa — 'tis  his  visit  to  Sir  Guy.  No,  don't  go/  as 
Qvj  began  to  look  for  his  ooat ;  *  he  is  only  impending.  He  is 
gone  on  to  Broadstone,  bat  he  dropped  me  hf»e,  and  will  pick 
me  np  on  his  way  back.  Can't  yoa  gire  me  s<miething  to  do  on 
the  top  of  that  ladder  ?  I  shookL  IDce  it  mightily ;  it  looks  so 
cool  and  airy.' 

'How  can  yoa,  Era?'  whispered  Lanra,  reprovingly;  bat 
Lady  Eveleen  only  shook  her  head  at  her,  and  declarmg  she 
saw  a  dangeroos  nail  sticking  out,  began  to  hammer  it  in  with 
such  good  will,  that  Charles  stopped  his  ears,  and  told  her  it  was 
worse  than  her  tongue.    '  Go  on  about  the  ball,  do.' 

'  Oh,'  said  she  earnestly,  '  do  you  think  there  is  any  hope  of 
Captain  Morville's  coming  i* 

'  Oh  yes,'  said  Laura. 

'  I  am  so  glad !  That  is  what  papa  is  gone  to  Broadstone 
about.  Maurice  said  he  had  given  falm  such  a  lecture,  that  he 
would  not  be  the  one  to  think  of  asking  him,  and  papa  must  do 
it  himself;  for  if  he  sets  his  face  against  it,  it  will  spoil  it  all.* 

'  You  may  make  your  mind  easy,'  said  Charles,  '  the  captain 
is  lenient,  and  looks  on  the  ball  as  a  mere  development  of 
Irish  nature.  He  has  been  consoling  Ouy  on  the  difficulties 
of  dancing.' 

'  Can't  you  dance  p'  said  Lady  Eveleen,  looking  at  him  with 
compassion. 

'  Such  is  my  melancholy  ignorance,'  said  Ouy. 

'  We  have  been  talking  of  teaching  him,'  said  Laura. 

'  Talk  I  will  that  do  it  ?'  cried  l^y  Eveleen,  springing  up. 
*  We  will  begin  this  moment.  Come  out  on  the  lawn.  Here, 
Charles,'  wheeling  him  along.  '  No,  thank  you,  I  like  it,'  as 
Guy  was  going  to  help  her.  *  There,  Charles,  be  fiddler ;  go  on, 
turn — turn,  tee !  that'll  do.  Amy,  Laura,  be  ladies.  I'm  the 
other  gentleman,'  and  she  stuck  on  her  hat  in  military  style, 
giving  it  a  cock.  She  actually  set  them  quadrilling  in  spite  of 
adverse  circumstances,  dancing  better,  in  her  habit,  than  most 
people  without  one,  till  Lord  !Kdlcoran  arrived. 

While  he  was  making  his  visit,  she  walked  a  Kttle  apart,  arm 
in  arm  with  Laura.  '  I  like  him  very  much,'  she  said ; '  he  looks 
up  to  anything.  I  had  heard  so  much  of  his  steadiness,  that  it 
is  a  great  relief  to  my  mind  to  see  him  so  unlike  his  cousin.' 

*  Eveleen!' 

*  No  disparagement  to  the  captain,  only  I  am  so  dreadfully 
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afraid  of  him.  I  am  sure  he  thinks  me  such  an  unmitigated 
goose.    Now,  doesn't  he  ?' 

'  If  you  would  but  take  the  right  way  to  make  him  think 
otherwise,  dear  Eva,  and  show  the  sense  you  really  have.' 

^  That  is  just  what  my  fear  of  him  wont  let  me  do.  I  would 
not  for  the  world  let  him  guess  it,  so  there  is  nothing  for  it  but 
sauciness  to  cover  one's  w^ftkness.  I  can't  be  sensible  with  those 
that  wont  give  me  credit  for  it.  But  you'll  mind  and  teach  Sir 
Guy  to  dance ;  he  has  so  much  spring  in  him,  he  deserves  to  be 
an  Irishman.' 

In  compliance  with  this  injunction,  there  used  to  be  a  clear- 
ance every  evening ;  Charles  turned  into  the  bay  window  out  of 
the  way,  Mrs.  Edmonstone  at  the  piano,  and  the  rest  figuring 
away,  the  partnerless  one,  called  *  puss  in  the  comer,'  being  gene- 
rally Amabel,  while  Charlotte,  disdaining  them  all  the  time,  used 
to  try  to  make  them  imitate  her  dancing-master's  graces,  causing 
her  father  to  perform  such  caricatures  of  them  as  to  overpower 
all  with  laughing. 

Mr.  Edmonstone  was  half  Irish.  His  mother.  Lady  Mabel 
Edmonstone,  had  never  thoroughly  taken  root  in  England,  and 
on  his  marriage,  had  gone  with  her  daughter  to  live  near  her  old 
home  in  Ireland.  The  present  Earl  of  Kilcoran  was  her  nephew, 
and  a  very  close  intercourse  had  always  been  kept  up  between 
the  families,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone  being  adopted  by  their 
younger  cousins  as  uncle  and  aunt,  and  always  so  called. 

The  house  at  Allonby  was  in  such  confusion,  that  the  family 
there  expected  to  dine  nowhere  on  the  day  of  the  ball ;  and  the 
HoUywell  part^  thought  it  prudent  to  secure  their  dinner  at 
home,  with  Philip  and  Mary  Boss,  who  were  to  go  with  them. 

By  special  desire,  Philip  wore  his  uniform;  and  while  the 
sisters  were  dressing  Charlotte  gave  him  a  thorough  examination, 
which  led  to  a  talk  between  him  and  Mary  on  accoutrements  and 
weapons  in  general ;  but  while  deep  in  some  points  of  chivalrous 
armour,  Mary's  waist  was  pinched  by  two  mischievous  hands, 
and  a  little  fluttering  white  figure  danced  around  her. 

*  O  Amy !  what  do  you  want  with  me  ?' 

*  Come  and  be  trimmed  up,'  said  Amy. 

'I  thought  you  told  me  I  was  to  have  no  trouble.  I  am 
dressed,'  said  Maiy,  looking  complacently  at  her  full  folds  of 
white  muslin. 

'  No  more  you  shall ;  but  you  promised  to  do  as  you  were  told.' 
And  Amy  fluttered  away  with  her. 

'Do  you  remember,'  said  Philip,  'the  comparison  of  Bose 
Flammock  dragging  off  her  father,  to  a  little  carved  cherub 
trying  to  uplift  a  solid  monumental  heroP' 
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*  O,  I  must  tell  Mary !'  cried  Charlotte ;  but  Pliilip  stopped 
her,  with  orders  not  to  be  a  silly  child. 

^  It  is  a  pity  Amy  should  not  have  her  share,'  said  Charles. 
'  The  comparison  to  a  Dutch  cherub  ?'  asked  Guy. 

*  She  is  more  after  the  pattern  of  the  little  things  on  little 
wings,  in  yonr  blotting-book,'  said  Charles;  *  certain  lines  in  the 
pre£cament  of  the  cherubs  of  painters — ^heads  etpraterea  nihiV 

*  0  Guy,  do  you  write  verses  ?'  cried  Charlotte. 

'Some  nonsense,'  muttered  Guy,  out  of  comitenance;  'I 
thought  I  had  made  away  with  that  rubbish ;  where  is  it  P' 

'In  the  blotting-book  in  my  room,'  said  Charles.  'I  must 
explain  that  the  book  is  my  property,  and  wajs  put  into  your 
room  when  mamma  was  beautifying  it  for  you,  as  new  and  strange 
company.  On  its  return  to  me,  at  your  departure,  I  discovered 
a  great  accession  of  blots  and  sailing  vessels,  beside  the  aforesaid 
little  things.' 

'  I  shall  resume  my  own  property,'  said  Guy,  departing  in 
haste. 

Charlotte  ran  afber  him,  to  beg  for  a  sight  of  it ;  and  Philip 
asked  Charles  what  it  was  Hke. 

'  A  romantic  incident,'  said  Charles, '  just  fit  for  a  novel.  A 
Petrarch  leaving  his  poems  about  in  blotting-books.' 

Charles  used  the  word  Petrarch  to  stand  for  a  poet,  not  think- 
ing what  lady's  name  he  suggested ;  and  he  was  surprised  at  the 
severiiy  of  Philip's  tone  as  he  inquu^d, 

'  Do  you  mean  anything,  or  do  you  not  ?' 

Perceiving  with  delight  that  he  had  perplexed  and  teased,  he 
rgoiced  in  keeping  up  the  mystery : 

'  Eh  ?  is  it  a  tender  subject  with  you,  too  ?' 

Philip  rose,  and  standis^  over  him,  said,  in  a  low  but  impres- 
sive tone : 

*  I  cannot  tell  whether  you  are  trifling  or  not ;  but  you  are  no 
boy  now,  and  can  surely  see  that  this  is  no  subject  to  be  played 
with.  If  you  are  concealing  anything  you  have  discovered,  you 
have  a  great  deal  to  answer  for.  I  can  hardly  imagine  anything 
more  uiibrtunate  than  that  he  should  become  attached  to  either 
of  your  sisters.' 

'  Et  pourquoip'  asked  Charles,  coolly. 

'  I  see,'  said  Philip,  retreating  to  his  chair,  and  speaking  with 
great  composure,  *I  did  you  injustice  by  speaking  seriously.* 
Then,  as  his  uncle  came  into  the  room,  he  asked  some  indifferent 
question,  without  betraying  a  shade  of  annoyance. 

Charles  meanwhile  congratulated  himself  on  his  valour  in 
keeping  his  counsel,  in  spite  of  so  tall  a  man  in  scarlet ;  but  he 
was  much  nettled  at  the  last  speech ;  for  if  a  real  attacbment  to 
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his  sister  had  heeu  in  question,  he  would  never  have  trifled  about 
it.  Keenly  alive  to  his  cousin's  injustice,  he  rejoicM  in  having 
provoked  and  mystified  the  impassible,  though  he  little  knew  the 
storm  he  had  nosed  beneath  that  serene  exterior  of  perfect  self- 
command. 

The  carriages  were  announced,  and  Mr.  Edmonstone  began  to 
call  the  ladies,  adding  tenfold  to  the  confusion  in  the  dressing- 
room.  There  was  Laura  being  completed  by  the  lady's  maid, 
Amabel  embellishing  Mary,  Mrs.  Edmonstone  with  her  arm  loaded 
with  shawls,  Charlotte  flourishing  about.  Poor  Mary — ^it  was 
much  against  her  will — ^but  she  had  no  heart  to  refuse  'uie  wreath 
of  geraniums  that  Amy's  own  hands  had  woven  for  her ;  and 
there  she  sat,  passive  as  a  doll,  though  in  despair  at  their  all 
wuting  for  her.  For  Laura's  toilette  was  finished,  and  every  one 
began  dressing  her  at  once ;  while  Charlotte,  to  make  it  better, 
screamed  over  the  balusters  that  all  were  ready  but  Maiy.  Sir 
Chiy  was  heard  playing  the  '  Harmonious  Blacksmith,'  and  Cap- 
tain Morville's  step  was  heard,  fast  and  firm.  At  last,  when  a 
long  chain  was  put  round  her  neck,  she  cried  out,  *  I  have  sub- 
mi^ed  to  everything  so  far ;  I  can  bear  no  more !'  jumped  up, 
caught  hold  of  her  shawl,  and  was  putting  it  on,  when  there 
was  a  general  outcry  that  th^  must  eidbibit  themselves  to 
Charles. 

They  all  ran  down,  and  Amy,  flying  up  to  her  brother,  made  a 
splendid  sweeping  curtsey,  and  twirled  round  in  a  pirouette. 
:  '  Got  up  r^ardless  of  expense !'  cried  Charles ;  '  display  your- 
selves.' 

The  young  ladies  ranged  themselves  in  imitation  of  the  book  of 
fashions.  'Die  sisters  were  in  white,  with  wreaths  of  starry  jes- 
samine. It  was  particularly  becoming  to  Laura's  bella-donna  lily 
complexion,  rich  brown  curls,  and  classical  features ;  and  her 
Iffother  exclaimed : 

*  Laura  is  exactly  like  Apollo  playing  the  lyre,  outside  mamma's 
<M  manuscript  book  of  music' 

*  Has  not  Amy  made  beautiful  wreaths  P'  said  Laura.  '  She 
stripped  the  tree,  and  Guy  had  to  fetch  the  ladder,  to  gather  the 
sprays  on  the  top  of  the  wall.' 

*  Do  you  see  your  bit  of  myrtle,  Guy,'  said  Amy,  pointing  to 
it,  on  lAura's  head,  'that  you  tried  to  persuade  me  would  pass 
for  jessamine?' 

'  Ah !  it  should  have  been  all  myrtle,'  said  Guy. 
.  Philip  leant  meantime  against  the  door.    Laura  only  onoe 
glanced  towards  him,  thinlong  all  this  too  trifling  for  him,  and 
never  imagining  the  intense  interest  with  which  he  gave  a  mean- 
ing to  each  worcl  and  look. 
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*  Well  done,  Mary !'  cried  Charles,  *  they  have  furbished  you  up 
handsomely.' 

Mary  made  a  face,  and  said  she  should  wonder  who  was  the 
fashionable  yoimg  lady  she  should  meet  in  the  pier-glasses  at 
Allonby.  llien  Mr.  Edmonstone  hurried  them  away,  and  they 
arrived  in  due  time. 

The  saloon  at  Allonby  was  a  beautiful  room,  one  end  opening 
into  a  conservatory,  full  of  coloured  lamps,  fresh  green  leaves,  and 
hot-house  plants.  There  they  found  as  yet  only  the  home  party, 
the  good-natured,  merry  Lord  Kilcoran,  his  quiet  English  wife, 
who  had  bad  health,  and  looked  hardly  equal  to  the  confusion  of 
the  evening ;  Maurice,  and  two  younger  boys ;  Eveleen,  and  her 
two  little  sisters,  Mabel  and  Helen. 

*  This  makes  it  hard  on  Charlotte,'  thought  Amy,  while  the 
two  girls  dragged  her  ofP  to  show  her  the  lamps  in  the  conser« 
vatory ;  and  the  rest  attacked  Mrs.  Edmonstone  for  not  having 
brought  Charlotte,  reproaching  her  with  hardness  of  heart  of 
which  they  had  never  believ^.  her  capable — Lad^  Eveleen,  in 
especial,  talking  with  that  exaggeration  of  her  ordmaiy  manner 
which  her  dread  of  Captain  Morville  made  her  assume.  Little 
he  recked  of  her ;  he  was  absorbed  in  observing  how  &r  Laura's 
conduct  coincided  with  Charles's  hints.  On  the  first  opportuniiy, 
he  asked  her  to  dance,  and  was  satisfied  with  her  pleased  ac- 
quiescence; but  the  next  moment  Quy  came  up,  and  in  an  eager 
manner  made  the  same  request. 

*  I  am  engaged,'  said  she,  with  a  bright,  proud  glance  at  Philip; 
and  Guy  pursued  Amabel  into  the  conservatory,  where  he  met 
with  better  success.  Mr.  Edmonstone  gallantly  asked  Mary  if 
he  was  too  old  a  partner,  and  was  soon  dancing  with  the  step 
and  spring  that  had  once  made  him  the  best  dancer  in  the 
county, 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  watched  her  flock,  proud  and  pleased,  think'- 
ing  how  well  they  looked,  and  that,  in  especial,  she  had  never 
been  sensible  how  much  Laura's  and  Philip's  good  looks  excelled 
the  rest  of  the  world.  They  were  much  alike  in  the  remarkable 
symmetry  both  of  figure  and  feature,  the  colour  of  the  deep  blue 
eye,  and  fairness  of  complexion. 

'  It  is  curious,'  thought  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  *  that,  so  very 
handsome  as  Philip  is,  it  is  never  the  first  thing  remarked  about 
him,  just  as  his  height  never  is  observed  till  he  is  compared  with 
other  people.  The  fact  is,  that  his  superior  sense  carries  off  a 
degree  of  beauty  which  would  be  a  misfortune  to  most  men.  It 
is  that  sedate  expression  and  distinguished  air  that  make  the  im- 
pression. How  happy  Laura  looks,  how  gracefully  she  moves. 
No,  it  is  not  being  foolish  to  think  no  one  equal  to  Laura.    My 
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other  pair!'  and  she  smiled  much  more;  'you  happy  young 
things,  I  would  not  wish  to  see  anything  pleasanter  than  your 
merry  faces.  Little  Amy  looks  almost  as  pretty  as  Laura,  now 
she  is  lighted  up  by  blush  and  smile,  and  her  dancing  is  very 
nice ;  it  is  just  like  her  laughing,  so  quiet,  and  yet  so  full  of 
glee.  I  don't  think  she  is  less  graceful  than  her  sister,  but  the 
complete  enjoyment  strikes  one  more.  And  as  to  enjoyment — 
there  are  those  bright  eyes  of  her  partner's  perfectly  sparkling 
with  delight ;  he  looks  as  if  it  was  a  world  of  enchan^ent  to 
bim.  Never  had  any  one  a  greater  capacity  for  happiness  than 
Guy.' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  might  well  retain  her  opinion  when,  afber  the 
quadrille,  Guy  came  to  tell  her  that  he  had  never  se^n  anything 
80  delightful ;  and  he  entertained  Mary  Boss  with  his  fresh,  joyous 
pleasure,  through  the  next  dance. 

'Laura,'  whispered  Eveleen,  'I've  one  ambition.  Do  you 
guess  it  p  Don't  tell  him ;  but  if  he  would,  I  should  have  a  better 
opinion  of  myself  ever  after.  I'm  afiraid  he'll  depreciate  me  to 
his  friend ;  and  really  with  Mr.  Thomdale,  I  was  no  more  foolish 
than  a  ball  requires.' 

Lady  Eveleen  hoped  in  vain.  Captain  Morville  danced  with 
little  Lady  Helen,  a  child  of  eleven,  who  was  enchanted  at 
having  so  tall  a  partner;  then,  after  standing  still  for  some  time, 
chose  his  cousin  Amabel. 

'  You  are  a  good  partner  and  neighbour,'  said  he,  giving  her 
his  arm, '  you  don't  want  young  Lidy  talk.' 

'Should  you  not  have  asked  Mary?  She  has  been  sitting 
down  this  lon^  time.' 

'Do  you  think  she  cares  for  such  a  sport  as  dancing?' 

Amy  made  no  answer. 

'  You  have  been  well  off.  You  were  dancing  with  Thomdale 
just  now.' 

'  Yes.  It  was  refireshinff  to  have  an  old  acquamtance  among 
so  many  strangers.  And  he  is  so  delighted  with  Eveleen ;  but 
what  is  more,  Philip,  that  Mr.  Yemon,  who  is  dancing  with 
Laura^  told  Maurice  he  thought  her  the  prettiest  and  most 
elegant  person  here.' 

'Laura  might  have  higher  praise,'  said  Philip,  'for  hers  is 
beauty  of  countenance  even  more  than  of  feature.    If  only—' 

'If?' said  Amy. 

'Look  round,  Amy,  and  you  will  see  many  a  face  which 
speaks  of  intellect  wasted,  or,  if  cultivated,  turned  aside  from 
its  true  purpose,  like  the  double  blossom,  which  bears  leaves 
alone.' 

'  Ah !  you  forget  you  are  talking  to  silly  little  Amy.    I  can't 
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see  all  that.  I  had  rather  think  people  as  happy  and  good  as 
they  look.' 

'  Keep  your  child-like  temper  as  long  as  you  can — ^all  your  life, 
perhaps,  for  this  is  one  of  the  points  where  it  is  folly  to  he  wise.' 

'Then  you  only  meant  thmgs  in  g^ieralp  Nothing  about 
Laura?' 

'Things  in  general,'  repeated  Philip;  'bright  promises 
blighted  or  thrown  away ' 

But  he  spoke  absently,  and  his  eye  was  following  Laura. 

Amy  thought  he  was  thinking  of  his  sister,  and  was  sorry  for 
him.  He  spoke  no  more,  but  she  did  not  regret  it,  for  she  could 
not  moralize  in  such  a  scene,  and  the  sight  and  the  Aanmng  were 
pleasure  enough. 

Guy,  in  the  meantime,  had  met  an  Oxford  acquaintance,  who 
introduced  him  to  his  sisters — pretty  girls — ^whose  father  Mr. 
Edmonstone  knew,  but  who  was  rather  out  of  the  Hollywell 
visiting  distance.  They  fell  into  conversation  quickly,  and  the 
Miss  Alstons  asked  him  with  some  interest,  '  Which  was  the 
pretty  Miss  Edmonstone  ?'  Guy  looked  for  the  sisters,  as  if  to 
make  up  his  mind,  for  the  fact  was,  that  when  he  first  knew 
Laura  and  Amy,  the  idea  of  criticising  beauty  had  not  entered 
his  mind,  and  to  compare  them  was  quite  a  new  notion.  '  Nay,* 
said  he  at  last,  'if  you  cannot  discover  for  yourselves  when 
they  are  both  before  your  eyes,  I  will  do  nothing  so  invidious 
as  to  say  which  is  the  pretty  one.  I'll  tell  which  is  the  eldest 
and  which  the  youngest,  but  the  rest  you  must  decide  for 
yourself.' 

'  I  should  like  to  know  them,'  said  Miss  Alston.  '  Oh !  they 
are  both  very  nice-looking  girls.' 

'  There,  that  is  Laura — Miss  Edmonstone,'  said  Guy,  'that 
tall  young  lady,  with  the  beautiful  hair  and  jessamine  wreath.' 

He  spoke  as  if  he  was  proud  of  her,  and  had  a  property  in 
her.  The  tone  did  not  escape  Philip,  who  at  that  moment  was 
close  to  th»n,  with  Amy  on  his  arm;  and,  knowing  the  Alstons 
slightly,  stopped  and  spoke,  and  introduced  his  cousin,  Miss 
Amabel  Edxnonstone.  At  the  same  time  Guy  took  one  of  the 
Miss  Alstons  away  to  get  some  tea. 

'So  you  knew  my  cousin  at  Oxford p'  said  Philip,  to  the 
l»^ther.  • 

'  Yes,  slightly.    What  an  amusing  fellow  he  is !' 

'There  is  something  very  bright,  very  unlike  other  people 
about  him,'  said  Miss  Alston. 

'  How  does  he  get  on  P    Is  he  Hked  P' 

'  Why,  yes,  I  should  say  so,  on  the  whole ;  but  it  is  rather  as 
my  sister  says,  he  is  not  like  other  people.' 
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*  In  what  respect  ?' 

*  Oil !  I  can  hardly  tell.  He  is  a  very  pleasant  person,  but  he 
ought  to  have  been  at  school.     He  is  a  man  of  crotchets.' 

*  Hard-working  ?' 

'  Veiy;  he  makes  eveiything  give  way  to  that.  He  is  a 
capital  companion  when  he  is  to  be  had,  but  he  lives  very  much 
to  himself.  He  is  a  man  of  one  friend,  and  I  don't  see  much 
of  him.' 

Another  dance  began,  Mr.  Alston  went  to  look  for  his  partner, 
Philip  and  Amy  moved  on  in  search  of  ice.  '  Hum !'  said  Philip 
to  himself,  causing  Amy  to  gaze  up  at  him,  but  he  was  musiog 
too  intently  for  her  to  venture  on  a  remark.  She  was  thinking 
that  she  did  not  wonder  that  strangers  deemed  Guy  crotchetty, 
since  he  was  so  difficult  to  understand ;  and  then  she  considered 
whether  to  take  him  to  see  King  Charles,  in  the  library,  and 
concluded  that  she  would  wait,  for  she  felt  as  if  the  martyr 
king's  face  would  look  on  her  too  gravely  to  suit  her. present  tone. 

Philip  helped  her  to  ice,  and  brought  her  back  to  her  mother's 
neighbourhood  without  many  more  words.  He  then  stood 
thoughtM  for  some  time,  entered  into  conversation  with  one  of 
the  dder  gentlemen,  and,  when  that  was  interrupted,  turned  to 
talk  to  his  aunt. 

Lady  Eveleen  and  her  two  cousins  were  for  a  moment  t(^e- 
ther.  '  What  is  the  matter,  Eva  ?'  said  Amy,  seeing  a  sort  of 
dissatisfieu^on  on  her  bright  face. 

'  The  roc's  egg  ?'  said  Laura,  smiling.  '  The  queen  of  the 
evening  can't  be  content ' 

*  No ;  you  are  the  queen,  if  the  one  thing  can  make  you  so — 
the  one  thing  wanting  to  me.' 

'  How  absurd  you  are,  Eva — ^when  you  say  you  are  so  afraid 
of  him,  too.' 

'  That  is  the  very  reason.  I  should  get  a  better  opinion  of 
myself!  Besides,  there  is  nobody  eke  so  handsome.  I  declare 
ru  make  a  bold  attempt.' 

*  Oh  I  you  don't  thmk  of  such  a  thing,'  cried  Laura,  very 
inuch  shocked. 

'Never  fear,'  said  Eveleen,  'faint  heart,  you  know.'  And 
with  a  nod,  a  flourish  of  her  bouquet,  and  an  arch  smile  at  her 
cousin's  horror,  she  moved  on,  and  presently  they  heard  her 
exclaiming,  gaily,  '  Captain  Morville,  I  really  must  soold  you. 
Tou  are  setting  a  shockrog  example  of  laziness !  Aunt  Edmon- 
stone,  how  can  you  encourage  such  proceedings !  Indolence  is 
the  parent  of  vice,  you  know.' 

Philip  smiled  just  as  much  as  the  occasion  required,  and  an- 
swered, 'I  beg  your  pardon,  I  had  forgotten  my  duty.    I'll 
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attend  to  my  business  better  in  future.'  And  taming  to  a 
smally  sh J  damsel,  who  seldom  met  with  a  partner,  he  asked  her 
to  dance.  Eveleen  came  back  to  Laura  with  a  droll  disappointed 
gesture.     '  Insult  to  injury,'  said  she,  disconsolately. 

*  Of  course,'  said  Amy,  '  he  could  not  have  thought  you 
wanted  to  dance  with  him,  or  you  would  not  have  gone  to  stir 
liifn  up.' 

*  Well,  then,  he  was  very  obtuse.* 
'  Besides,  you  are  engaged.? 

*  O  yes,  to  Mr.  Thomdbile !  But  who  would  be  content  with 
the  squire  when  the  knight  disdains  her?' 

Mr.  Thomdale  came  to  claim  Eveleen  at  that  moment.  It 
was  the  second  time  she  had  danced  with  him,  and  it  did  not 
pass  unobserved  by  Philip,  nor  the  long  walk  up  and  down  after 
the  dance  was  over.  At  length  his  firiend  came  up  to  him, 
and  said  something  warm  in  admiration  of  her.  '  She  is  very 
Irish,'  was  Philip's  answer,  with  a  cold  smile,  and  Mr.  Thomdale 
stood  uncomfortable  under  the  disapprobation,  attracted  by 
Eveleen's  beauty  and  grace,  yet  so  unused  to  trust  his  own  judg- 
ment apart  from  *  Morville's,'  as  to  be  in  an  instant  doubtM 
whether  he  really  admired  or  not. 

*  Tou  have  not  been  dancing  with  her  ?'  he  said,  presently. 

*  No :  she  attracts  too  many  to  need  the  attention  of  a  nobody 
like  myself.' 

That '  too  many,'  seeming  to  confound  him  with  the  vulgar 
herd,  made  Mr.  Thomdale  heartily  ashamed  of  having  been 
pleased  with  her. 

Philip  was  e».^j  about  him  for  the  present,  satisfied  that  ad- 
miration had  been  ^<^ked,  which,  if  it  had  been  allowed  to  grow 
into  an  attachment,     •  tiild  have  l>een  very  undesirable. 

The  suspicions  Clmrles  had  excited  were  so  full  in  Philip's 
mind,  however,  that  he  could  not  as- easily  set  it  at  rest  respecting 
lus  cousin.  Guy  had  three  times  asked  her  to  dance,  but  each 
time  she  had  been  engaged.  At  last,  just  as  the  clock  struck 
the  hour  at  which  the  carriage  had  been  ordered,  he  came  up, 
and  impetuously  claimed  her.  .  'One  quadrille  we  must  have, 
Laura,  if  you  are  not  tired  ?' 

'  No !    Oh,  no !    I  could  dance  till  this  time  to-morrow.' 

*  We  ought  to  be  going,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 

'  0  pray>  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  this  one  more,'  cried  Guy,  eagerly. 
'Laura  owes  me  this  one.' 

'  Yes,  this  one  more,  mamma,'  said  Laura,  and  they  went  off 
together,  while  Philip  remained,  in  a  reverie,  till  requested  by  his 
aunt  to  see  if  the  carriage  was  ready. 

The  dance  was  over,  the  carriage  was  waiting,  but  Guy  and 
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Laura  did  not  appear  till,  after  two  or  three  minutes  spent  ixt 
wonder  and  inquiries,  they  came  quietly  walking  back  from  the 
library,  where  they  had  been  looking  at  King  Charles. 

All  the  way  home  the  four  ladies  in  the  carriage  never  ceased 
laughing  and  talking.  The  three  gentlemen  in  theirs  acted 
diversely.  Mr.  Edmonstone  went  to  sleep,  Philip  sat  in  silent 
thought,  Guy  whistled  and  hummed  the  tunes,  and  moved  his 
foot  very  much  as  if  he  was  still  dancing. 

They  met  for  a  moment,  and  parted  again  in  the  hall  at 
Hollywell,  where  the  daylight  was  striving  to  get  in  through  the 
closed  shutters.  Philip  went  om  to  Broadstone,  Ghiy  said  he 
could  not  go  to  bed  by  daylight,  called  Bustle,  and  went  to  the 
river  to  bathe,  and  the  rest  crept  upstairs  to  their  rooms*  And 
so  ended  Lord  Kilcoran's  ball. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Like  Alexander,  I  wUl  reign. 

And  I  will  reien  alone, 
My  thouffhtfl  BhtSi  ever  more  disdain 

A  riTiI  near  my  throne. 
But  I  most  role  and  govern  still. 

And  always  give  t£e  law. 
And  have  each  subject  at  my  will. 

And  all  to  stand  in  awe. — Montboss. 

ONE  very  hot  afbemoon,  shortly  afber  the  ball.  Captain  Mof- 
ville  walked  to  Hollywell,  accelerating  his  pace  under  the 
influence  of  anxious  reflections. 

He  could  not  determine  whether  Charles  had  spoken  in  jest ; 
but  in  spite  of  Guy's  extreme  youth,  he  feared  there  was  ground 
for  the  suspicion  excited  by  the  hint,  and  was  persuaded  that 
such  an  attachment  could  produce  nothing  but  unhappiness  to  his 
cousin,  considering  how  little  confidence  could  be  plaiced  in  Guy. 
He  perceived  that  there  was  much  to  inspire  aflection — attrao* 
tive  qualities,  amiable  disposition,  the  talent  for  music,  and  now 
this  recently  discovered  power  of  versifying,  all  were  in  Guy's 
favour,  besides  the  ancient  name  and  long  ancestry,  which  con- 
ferred a  romantic  interest,  and  caused  even  Philip  to  look  up  to 
him  with  a  feudal  feeling  as  head  of  the  family.  There  was  also 
the  familiar  intercourse  to  increase  the  danger;  and  Philip,  as 
he  reflected  on  these  things,  trembled  for  Laura,  and  felt  himself 
her  only  protector;  for  his  uncle  was  nobody,  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
was  infatuated,  and  Charles  would  not  listen  to  reason.  To 
make  everything  worse,  he  had  that  morning  heard  that  there 
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was  to  be  a  grand  inspection  of  the  regiment,  and  a  presenta- 
tion of  colours ;  Colonel  Deane  was  very  anxious ;  and  it  was 
plain  that  in  the  interval  the  officers  would  be  allowed  little 
leisuze.  The  whole  affiur  was  to  end  with  a  ball,  which  would 
lead  to  a  repetition  of  what  had  already  disturbed  him. 

Thus  meditating,  Philip,  heated  and  dusty,  walked  into  the . 
smooth  green  enclosure  of  HolfywelL  Everything,  save  the 
dancing  clouds  of  insect  youth  which  whirled  in  his  face,  was 
drooping  in  the  heat.  The  house— every  door  and  window 
opened — seemed  gasping  for  breath ;  the  cows  sought  refuge  in 
the  shade;  the  pony  dnx>ped  its  head  drowsOy;  the  leaves  hung 
wearily;  the  flowers  were  fiiint  and  thirsty;  and  Bustle  was 
stretched  on  the  stone  steps,  mouth  open,  tongue  out,  only  his 
tail  now  and  then  moving,  till  he  put  back  his  ears  and  crested 
his  head  to  greet  the  arrival.  Philip  heard  the  sounds  that  had 
caused  the  motion  of  the  sympatlmdng  tail — ^the  rich  tones  of 
Ouy*s  voice.  Stepping  over  the  dog,  he  entered,  and  heard 
more  clearly — 

*  Two  loying  heftrts  may  seTer, 
For  aomw  fidls  them  never/ 

And  then  another  voice — 

'  Who  knowB  not  lov«  in  borow'b  night, 
He  knows  not  love  in  light/ 

In  the  drawing-room,  cool  and  comfortable  in  the  green  shade 
of  the  Venetian  blinds  of  the  bay  window,  stood  Laura,  leaning 
on  the  piano,  close  to  Ouy,  who  sat  on  the  music-stool,  looking 
thoroughly  at  home  in  his  brown  shooting-coat,  and  loosely-tied 
handkerchief. 

Any  one  but  Philip  would  have  been  out  of  temper,  but  he 
shook  hands  as  cor^Qally  as  usual,  and  would  not  even  be  the 
first  to  remark  on  the  heat. 

Laura  told  him  he  looked  hot  and  tired,  and  invited  him  to 
come  out  to  the  others,  and  cool  himself  on  the  lawn.  She 
went  for  her  parasol,  Chiy  ran  for  her  camp  stool,  and  Philip, 
going  to  the  piano,  read  what  they  had  been  singing.  The 
lines  were  in  liiura's  writing,  corrected,  here  and  there,  in  Guy's 

hand«  

BE  STEADFAST. 

Two  lovtnff  heerte  may  sever. 
Yet  k>ve  shall  £ui  them  never. 
Love  brightest  beams  in  sonow's  night, 
Love  is  of  life  the  light. 

Two  loving  hearts  may  sever, 
Tet  hope  shall  fail  them  never. 
Hope  is  a  star  in  sorrow's  night, 
Forget-me-not  of  light. 
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Two  ]oviDg  liearts  may  mmr. 
Yet  fiuth  may  fail  them  nerer. 
IVust  on  thruugh  sorrow's  night, 
Faith  is  of  love  and  hope  the  li^t. 

Two  loving  hearts  may  sever. 

For  sorrow  fails  them  never. 

Who  knows  not  love  in  soirow's  nighty 

He  knows  not  love  in  light. 

Philip  was  by  no  means  pleased.  However,  it  was  in  anything 
l>nt  a  sentimental  manner  that  Guy,  lookmg  over  him,  saic^ 

*  For  sever,  read,  be  separated,  but  *  a'  wouldn't  rhyme.' 

'  I  translated  it  into  prose,  and  Quy  made  it  verse,'  said  Laura; 

*  I  hope  you  approve  of  our  performance.' 

'  It  is  that  thing  of  Helmine  von  Chezy,  Beharre,  is  it  not?* 
said  Philip,  particularly  civil,  because  he  was  so  much  annoyed. 

*  Tou  have  rendered  the  spirit  very  well ;  but  you  have  sacrinced 
a  good  deal  to  your  double  rhymes.' 

*  Yes ;  those  last  lines  are  not  troubled  with  any  equality  of 
feet,'  «ud  Gkiy ;  *  but  the  repetition  is  half  the  beauty.  It  put 
me  in  mind  of  those  lines  of  Bums — 

'  Had  we  never  loved  so  kindly. 
Had  we  never  loved  so  blindty, 
Kever  met  and  never  parted. 
We  had  ne'er  been  broKen  heuied  ; 

but  there  is  a  trust  in  these  that  is  more  touching  than  that  de- 
spair.' 

*  Tes ;  the  despair  is  ready  to  wish  the  love  had  never  been,* 
said  Laura.  *  It  does  not  see  the  star  of  trust.  Why  did  you 
use  that  word '  trust'  only  once,  GuyP 

'  I  did  not  want  to  lose  the  three— faith,  hope,  love, — ^faith 
keeping  the  other  two  alive.' 

'  My  doubt  was  whether  it  was  right  to  have  that  analogy.' 

' Surely,'  said  Chiy,  eageriy,  'that  analogy  must  be  the  best 
part  of  earthly  love.' 

Here  Charlotte  came  to  see  if  Gkiy  and  Laura  meant  to  sing 
all  the  afternoon ;  and  they  went  out.  They  found  the  otherti 
in  the  arbour,  and  Charlotte's  histories  of  its  construction  gave 
Philip  little  satisfaction.  They  next  proceeded  to  talk  over  the 
balL 

*  Ah !'  said  Philip, '  balls  are  the  fivhion  just  now.  What  do 
jou  say,  Amv  [he  was  more  inclined  to  patronise  her  than  any 
one  else]  to  the  gaieties  we  are  going  to  provide  for  you  ?' 

*  Tou !  Are  you  going  to  have  your  new  colours  P'  Oh !  you 
are  not  going  to  give  us  a  ball  ?' 

'Well!  that  is  fun!'  cried  Ouy.  'What  glory  Maurice  de 
Courcy  must  be  in !' 

h2 
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'  He  is  gone  to  Allonby/  said  Philip, '  to  announce  it ;  sayings 
be  must  pennade  his  father  to  put  off  their  going*  to  Brighton. 
Do  jou  think  he  will  succeed  F' 

'  Hardly/  said  Laura ;  '  ^>oor  Lady  Kilcoran  was  so  knocked 
up  hy  their  ball,  that  she  is  the  more  in  want  of  sea  air.  Oh, 
mamma,  Eva  must  come  and  stay  here.' 

'  That  she  must,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone ;  *  that  will  make  it 
easy.    She  is  the  only  one  who  will  care  about  the  balL' 

Philip  was  obliged  to  conceal  his  vexation,  and  to  answer  the 
many  eager  questions  about  the  arrangements.  He  stayed  to 
dinner,  and  as  the  others  wentin-doors  to  dress,  he  lingered  near 
Charlotte,  assuming,  with  some  difficulty,  an  air  of  indifferencei 
and  said — '  Well,  Charlotte,  did  you  tease  Guy  into  showing  you 
those  verses  ?' 

'  Oh  yes,'  said  Charlotte,  with  what  the  French  call  un  air 
capable, 

*Well,  what  were  they?' 

*  That  I  mustn't  telL  They  were  veiy  pretty ;  but  I've  pro- 
mised.' 

'Promised  what?' 

'  Never  to  say  anything  about  them*    He  made  it  a  condition 
with  me,  and  I  assure  you,  I  am  to  be  trusted.' 
'  Bight,'  said  Philip  ;  '  I'll  ask  no  more.' 

*  It  would  be  of  no  use,'  said  Charlotte,  shaking  her  head,  as 
if  she  wished  he  would  prove  her  further. 

Philip  was  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  speak  to  Laura  after  dinner, 
but  his  uncle  wanted  him  to  come  and  look  over  the  plans 
of  an  estate  adjoining  Bedclyffe,  which  there  was  some  idea  of 
purchasing.  Such  an  employment  would  in  general  have  been 
congenial ;  but  on  this  occasion,  it  was  only  by  a  strong  force 
that  he  could  chain  his  attention,  for  Guy  was  pacing  the  ter- 
race with  Laura  and  Amabel,  and  as  they  passed  and  repassed 
the  window,  he  now  and  then  caught  sounds  of  repeating  poetry* 

In  this  Guy  excelled.  He  did  not  read  aloud  well ;  he  was  too 
rapid,  and  eyes  and  thoughts  were  apt  to  travel  still  faster  than 
the  lips,  thus  producing  a  confusion ;  but  no  one  could  recite 
better  when  a  passage  had  taken  strong  hold  of  his  imagination, 
and  he  gave  it  the  full  effect  of  the  modulations  of  his  fine  voice, 
conveying  in  its  inflections  the  impressions  which  stirred  him 
profoundly.  He  was  just  now  enchanted  with  his  first  reading 
of  '  Thalaba,'  where  he  foimd  all  manner  of  deep  meanings,  to 
which  the  sisters  listened  with  wonder  and  delight.  He  repeated, 
in  a  low,  awful,  thrilling  tone,  that  made  Amy  shudder,  the  lines 
in  the  seventh  book,  ending  with-^ 

Wbo  oomes  from  the  bridal  chamber  f 
It  is  Azrael,  angel  of  death. 
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'  You  have  not  been  so  taken  up  with  any  book  since  Sintram/ 
Baid  Laura. 

'  It  is  like  Sintram,*  he  replied, 

'Like  it?' 

'  So  it  seems  to  me.  A  strife  with  the  powers  of  darkness ; 
the  Tictoiy,  forgiveness,  resignation,  death. 

*  Thou  know'st  the  secret  wishes  of  my  hearty 
Do  with  me  m  thou  wilt,  thy  will  is  best.' 

*  1  wish  you  would  not  speak  as  if  you  were  Thalaba  yourself,* 
aaid  Amy;  '  you  bring  the  whole  Domdaniel  round  us.' 

*  1  am  afraid  he  is  going  to  believe  himself  Thalaba  as  well  as 
Sintram,'  said  Laura.  *  But  you  know  Southey  did  not  see  all 
this  himself,  and  did  not  understand  it  when  it  was  pointed  out.' 

'  Don't  tell  us  that,'  said  Amy. 

'Nay;  I  think  there  is  something  striking  in  it,'  said  Chiy 
then,  with  a  sudden  transition, '  but  is  not  this  ball  fkmous  ?' 

And  their  talk  was  of  balls  and  reviews  till  nine  o'clock,  when 
they  were  summoned  to  tea. 

On  the  whole,  Philip  returned  to  Broadstone  by  no  meang 
comforted. 

Never  had  he  known  so  much  difficulty  in  attending  with 
patience  to  his  duties  as  in  the  course  of  the  next  fortnight.  Thev 
became  a  greater  durance,  as  he  at  length  looked  his  feelings  fuU 
in  the  face,  and  became  aware  of  their  true  nature. 

He  perceived  that  the  loss  of  Laura  would  darken  his  whole 
existence ;  yet  he  thought  that,  were  he  only  secure  of  her  hap- 
piness, he  could  have  resigned  her  in  silence.  Guy  was,  however, 
one  of  the  last  men  in  the  world  whom  he  could  bear  to  see  in 
possession  of  her ;  and  probably  she  was  allowing  herself  to  be  en- 
tangled, if  not  in  heart,  at  lea^  in  manner.  K  so,  she  should  not 
be  unwarned.  He  had  been  her  guide  from  childhood,  and  he 
would  not  fisdl  her  now. 

Three  days  before  the  review,  he  succeeded  in  finding  time  for 
a  walk  to  Hollywell,  not  fully  decided  on  the  part  he  should  act, 
though  resolved  on  making  some  remonstrance.  He  was  crossing 
a  stile,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Hollywell,  when  he  saw  a 
lady  sitting  on  the  stump  of  a  tree,  sketching,  and  found  that 
fate  had  been  so  propitious  as  to  send  Laura  thither  alone.  The 
rest  had  gone  to  gather  mushrooms  on  a  down,  and  had  lefb  her 
aketching  the  view  of  the  spires  of  Broadstone,  in  the  defb  be* 
tween  the  high  green  hills.  She  was  very  glad  to  see  him,  and 
held  up  her  purple  and  olive  washes  to  be  criticised ;  but  he  did 
not  |)ay  much  attention  to  them.  He  was  almost  confused  at 
the  sudden  manner  in  which  the  opportunity  for  speaking  had 
presented  itself. 
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'  It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  seen  you,'  said  he,  at  last. 

*  An  unheard-of  time.' 

'  Still  longer  since  we  have  had  any  oonversation.' 

'  I  was  just  thinking  so.  Not  since  that  hot  hay-making^ 
when  Grny  came  home.  Indeed,  we  have  had  so  much  amuse- 
ment lately  that  I  have  hardly  had  time  for  thought.  Guy  say» 
we  are  all  growing  dissipated/ 

^  Ah !  your  German,  and  dancing,  and  music,  do  not  agree  with 
thought.' 

'  Poor  music !'  said  Laura,  smiling.  '  But  I  am  ready  for  a 
lecture ;  I  have  heen  feeling  more  like  a  hutterfly  than  I  nke.' 

'  I  know  you  think  me  unjust  about  music,  and  I  freely  con«» 
fess  that  I  cannot  estimate  the  pleasure  it  affords,  but  I  doubt 
whether  it  is  a  safe  pleasure.  It  forms  common  ground  lor  per- 
sons who  would  otherwise  have  little  in  common,  and  leads  to 
intimacies  which  occasion  results  never  looked  for.' 

^  Tes,*  said  Laura,  receiving  it  as  a  general  maxim. 

'  Laura,  you  complain  of  feeling  like  a  butterfly.  Is  not  that 
a  sign  that  you  were  made  for  better  things  ?' 

'But  what  can  I  do  ?  I  try  to  read  early  and  at  night,  but  I 
can't  prevent  the  fun  and  gaiety;  and,  indeed,  I  don't  think  I 
would.  It  is  innocent,  and  we  never  had  such  a  pleasant  summer. 
Charlie  is  so— so  much  more  equable,  and  mamma  is  more  eaaj 
about  him,  and  I  can't  help  thinking  it  does  them  all  good,  though 
I  do  feel  idle.' 

'  It  is  innocent,  it  is  right  for  a  little  while,'  said  PhiHp ;  *  but 
your  dissatisfiiction  proves  that  you  are  superior  .to  such  things. 
jLaura,  what  I  fear  is,  that  this  summer  holiday  may  entangle 
you,  and  so  fix  your  fate  as  to  render  your  life  no  hoHday.  O 
Xiaura !  take  care  ;  know  what  you  are  doing !' 

*  What  am  I  doing  ?'  asked  Launs  with  an  alarmed  look  of 
ingenuous  surprise. 

Never  had  it  been  so  hard  to  maintain  his  composure  as  now, 
when  her  simplicity  forced  him  to  come  to  plainer  terms.  '  I  must 
speak,'  he  continued, '  because  no  one  else  will.  Have  you  reflected 
whither  this  may  tend  ?  This  music,  this  versifying,  this  ad- 
mitting a  stranger  so  unreservedly  into  your  pursuits  i* 

She  understood  now,  and  hung  her  head.  He  would  have 
given  worlds  to  judge  of  the  face  hidden  by  her  bonnet ;  but  as 
she  did  not  reply,  he  spoke  on,  his  agitation  becoming  so  strong, 
that  the  struggle  was  perceptible  in  the  forced  calmness  of  his 
tone.  '  I  would  not  say  a  word  if  he  were  worthy,  but  Laura — 
Laura,  I  have  seen  Locksley  Hall  acted  once ;  do  not  let  me  see 
it  again  in  a  way  which — which  would  give  me  infinitely  moi9 
pain.' 
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The  faltering  of  his  voice,  so  resolutely  subdued,  touched  her 
extremely,  and  a  thrill  of  exquisite  pleasure  glanced  through  her, 
on  hearing  con&nned  what  she  had  long  felt,  that  she  had  taken 
Margaret's  place — ^nay,  as  she  now  learnt,  that  she  was  even  mora 
precious  to  him.    She  only  thought  of  reassuring  him. 

*  No ;  you  need  never  iear  that.  He  has  no  such  thought,  I 
am  sure.'  She  blushed  deeply,  but  looked  in  his  face.  *  He  treats 
OS  both  alike ;  besides,  he  is  so  young.' 

'  The  mischief  is  not  done,'  said  Philip,  trying  to  resume  hift 
usual  tone ;  '  I  only  meant  to  speak  in  time.  Tou  might  let 
your  manner  go  too  far ;  you  might  even  allow  your  affections 
to  be  involved  without  knowing  it,  if  you  were  not  on  your, 
guard.' 

'Never!'  said  Laura.  'Oh,  no;  I  could  never  di^eam  of 
thrt  with  Guy.  I  like  €Kiy  very  much ;  I  think  better  of  him 
than  you  do ;  but  oh  no ;  he  could  never  be  my  first  and  best ; 
I  could  never  care  for  him  in  that  way.  How  could  you  think 
so,  PhiHp?' 

*  Laura^  I  cannot  but  look  on  you  with  what  may  seem  over*' 
solicitude.  Since  I  lost  Fanny,  and  worse  than  lost  Margaret, 
you  have  been  my  home ;  my  first,  my  most  precious  interest. 
O  Laura !'  and  he  did  not  even  attempt  to  conceal  the  trembling, 
and  tenderness  of  his  voice, '  could  I  bear  to  lose  vou,  to  see  you 
thrown  away  or  changed — ^you,  dearest,  best  of  all  ?' 

Laura  did  not  turn  away  her  head  this  time,  but  raising  her 
beautiful  &oe,  glowing  with  such  a  look  as  had  never  beamed 
there  before,  while  tears  rose  to  her  eyes,  she  said,  'Don't 
speak  of  my  changing  towards  you.  I  never  could ;  for  if  there 
is  anything  to  care  for  in  me,  it  is  you  that  have  taught  it  to 
me.' 

J£  ever  face  plainly  told  another  that  he  was  her  first  and  best, 
Laura's  did  so  now.  Away  went  misgivings,  and  he  looked  at  • 
her  in  happiness  too  great  for  speech;  at  least,  he  could  not 
speak  till  he  had  mastered  his  emotion,  but  his  countenance  was 
sufficient  reply.  Even  then,  in  the  midst  of  this  flood  of  ecstasy, 
came  the  thought, '  What  have  I  done  P' 

He  had  gone  further  than  he  had  ever  intended.  It  was  a 
positive  avowal  of  love ;  and  what  would  ensue  P  Cessation  of 
intercourse  with  her,  endless  vexations,  the  displeasure  of  her 
family,  loss  of  influence,  contempt,  and  from  Mr.  Edmonstone,  for 
the  pretensions  of  a  penniless  soldier. .  His  joy  was  too  great  to 
be  damped,  but  it  was  rendered  cautious.  'Laura,  my  own! 
(what  deliffht  the  words  gave  her,)  you  have  made  me  very 
happy.  We  know  each  other  now,  and  trust  each  other  for 
ever.' 
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*  O  yes,  yes ;  nothing  can  alter  what  has  grown  np  with  us.* 

'  It  is  for  ever !'  rq)eated  Philip.  *  But,  Laura,  let  us  be  con- 
tent with  our  own  knowledge  of  what  we  are  to  each  other.  Do 
not  let  us  call  in  others  to  see  our  happiness.' 

Laara  looked  surprised,  for  she  always  considered  any  commu- 
nication about  his  private  feelings  too  sacred  to  be  repeated,  and 
wondered  he  should  think  the  injunction  necessary.  ^1  never  can 
bear  to  talk  about  the  best  kinds  of  happiness,'  said  she ;  *  but 
oh !'  and  she  sprang  up, '  here  they  come.' 

Poor  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  as  she  walked  back  from  her  mushroom- 
field,  she  little  guessed  that  words  had  been  spoken  which  would 
give  the  colouring  to  her  daughter's  whole  life — she  little  guessed 
that  her  much-loved  and  esteemed  nephew  had  betrayed  her  con- 
fidence! 

As  she  and  the  girls  came  up,  Philip  advanced  to  meet  them, 
that  Laura  might  have  a  few  moments  to  recover;  while  with  an 
effort  he  kept  himself  from  appearing  absent  in  the  conversation 
that  ensued.  It  was  brief;  for  having  answered  some  questions 
with  regard  to  the  doings  on  the  important  day,  he  said,  that 
since  he  had  met  them  he  would  not  come  on  to  HoUywell,  and 
bade  them  farewell,  giving  Laura  a  pressure  of  the  hand  which 
renewed  the  glow  on  her  face. 

He  walked  back,  tiying  to  look  through  the  dazzling  haze  of 
joy  so  as  to  see  his  situation  clearly.  It  was  impossible  for  him 
not  to  perceive  that  there  had  been  an  absolute  declaration  of 
affection,  and  that  he  had  established  a  private  understanding 
with  his  cousin.  It  was,  not,  however,  an  engagement,  nor  did 
he  at  present  desire  to  make  it  so.  It  was  impossible  for  him 
as  yet  to  marry,  and  he  was  content  to  wait  without  a  promise, 
since  that  could  not  add  to  his  entire  reliance  on  Laura.  He 
could  not  bear  to  be  rejected  by  her  parents :  he  knew  his  poverty 
would  be  the  sole  ground  of  objection,  and  he  was  not  asking  her 
to  share  it.  He  believed  sincerely  that  a  long,  lingering  attach* 
ment  to  himself  would  be  more  for  her  good  thiui  a  marriage 
with  one  who  would  have  been  a  high  prize  for  worldly  aims,  and 
was  satisfied  that  by  winning  her  heart  he  had  taken  the  only 
sure  means  of  securing  her  from  becoming  attached  to  Guy, 
while  secrecy  was  the  only  way  of  preserving  his  intercourse  with 
her  on  the  same  footing,  and  exerting  his  influence  over  the 
fionily. 

It  was  calmly  reflected,  for  Philip's  love  was  tranquil,  though 
deep  and  steady,  and  he  rather  sought  to  preserve  Laiu*a  as  she 
was  than  to  make  her  anything  more ;  and  this  vety  calmness 
contributed  to  his  self-deception  on  this  first  occasion  that  he 
had  ever  actually  swerved  from  the  path  of  right. 
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With  an  uncomfortable  sensation,  he  met  Guy  riding  home 
from  hifl  tutor,  entirely  unsuspicious.  He  stopped  and  talked  of 
the  preparations  at  Broadstone,  where  he  hsud  been  over  the 
ground  with  Maurice  de  Courcy,  and  had  heard  the  band* 

*  What  did  vou  think  of  it  ?'  said  Philip,  absently. 

'  They  should  keep  better  time !  Beally,  Philip,  there  is  one 
fellow  with  a  bugle  that  ought  to  be  flogged  every  day  of  his 
life  !*  said  Guy,  making  a  droll,  excruciated  face. 

How  a  few  words  can  change  the  whole  current  of  ideas! 
The  band  was  connected  with  Philip,  therefore  he  could  not 
bear  to  hear  it  found  fault  with,  and  adduced  some  one's  opinion 
that  the  man  in  question  was  one  of  the  best  of  their  musicians. 
'  Guy  could  not  help  shrugging  his  shoulders,  as  he  laughed,  and 
said, — *  Then  I  shall  be  oblig^  to  take  to  my  heels  if  I  meet 
the  rest.    Good  bye.' 

*  How  conceited  they  have  made  that  boy  about  his  fine  ear,' 
thought  Philip.  '  I  wonder  he  is  not  ashamed  to  parade  his 
music,  considering  whence  it  is  derived.' 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Ah !  county  Guy,  the  hour  Im  nigh, 

The  sun  has  left  the  lea. 
The  onnge  flower  perfumes  the  bower, 

Hie  breeze  is  on  the  sea. 
The  hrk,  his  lav,  who  thrilled  all  day. 

Sits  hushed,  his  partner  ^f^ 
Breeze,  bird,  and  flower,  con&s  the  hour. 

But  where  is  county  Guy  \ — Scott. 

HOW  was  it  meantime  with  Laura  P  The  others  were  laugh- 
ing and  talldng  round  her,  but  all  seemed  lost  in  the 
transcendent  beam  that  had  shone  out  on  her.  To  be  told  by 
Philip  that  she  was  all  to  him  that  he  had  always  been  to  her ! 
This  one  idea  pervaded  her — ^too  glorious,  too  happy  for  utter- 
ance, almost  for  distinct  thought.  The  sofbening  of  his  voice, 
and  the  look  with  which  he  had  r^arded  her,  recurred  again 
and  again,  startling  her  with  a  sudden  surprise  of  joy  almost  as 
at  the  first  moment.  Of  the  future  Laura  thought  not.  Never 
had  a  promise  of  love  beefi  made  with  less  knowledge  of  what  it 
amounted  to:  it  seemed  merely  an  expression  of  sentiments  that 
she  had  never  been  without;  for  had  she  not  always  looked  up 
to  Philip  more  than  any  other  living  creature,  and  gloried  in 
being  his  favourite  cousin  P  Ever  since  the  time  when  he  ex- 
plained to  her  the  plates  in  the  Encyclopsedia,  and  made  her 
read  '  Joyce's  Scientific  Dialogues,'  when  Amy  took  fright  at 
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the  first  page.  That  this  might  lead  fvriher  did  not  occur  to 
her ;  she  was  eighteen;  she  had  no  experience,  not  eren  in  noTda; 
ahe  did  not  know  what  she  had  done;  and  above  all,  ahe  had  so 
learnt  to  sorrender  her  opinions  to  FhiUp,  and  to  believe  him 
always  rig^t,  that  she  would  never  have  dreamt  of  questioning 
wherever  he  mig^t  choose  to  lead  her.  Even  the  csiiti0n  of 
secxecy  did  not  alann  her,  though  she  wondered  that  he  thought 
it  required,  safe  as  his  confidence  always  was  with  her.  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  had  been  so  mnch  ocdqaed  by  Gharles's  illness,  as 
to  lui;ve  been  unable  to  attend  to  her  daughters  in  their  girlish 
days;  and  in  the  governess's  time  the  habit  had  been  disused  of 
flying  at  once  to  her  with  errerj  joy  or  grief.  Laan*s  thoughts 
were  not  easy  of  access,  and  Phflip  had  long  been  all  inidl  to 
her.  8he  was  too  ignorant  of  life  to  pereeive  that  it  was  her 
doty  to  make  this  conversation  known ;  or,  Ikiore  truly,  she  did 
not  awaken  her  mind  to  consider  that  anything  could  be  wrong 
that  Philip  desired. 

On  coming  home,  she  tan  up  to  her  own  room,  and  sitting  by 
the  open  window,  gave  herself  up  to  that  delicious  dream  of  new- 
found joy. 

There  she  still  sat  when  Amy  came  in,  opening  the  door 
softly,  and  treading  lightly  and  airily  as  she  entered,  bringing 
two  or  three  roses  of  different  tints. 

'  Laura !  not  begun  to  dress  V 

'Is  it  time?' 

'  Shall  I  answer  you  according  to  what  Philip  calls  my  note 
of  time,  and  tell  you  the  pimpernels  are  dosed,  and  the  tigridias 
dropping  their  leaves  ?    It  would  be  a  proper  answer  for  you ; 
you  took  as  if  you  were  in  Fairy  Land.' 
.    '  Is  papa  come  home  ?' 

'  Long  ago!  and  Guy  too.  Why,  where  could  you  have  been, 
not  to  have  heard  Gkiy  and  Eveleen  singing  the  Irish  melodies  V 

*  In  a  trance,'  said  Laura,  starting  up,  and  laughing,  with  a 
slight  degree  of  constraint,  which  caused  Amy,  who  was  helping 
her  to  dress,  to  exclaim,  *  Has  anything  happened,  Laura  ?' 

'  What  should  have  happened  p' 

'  I  can't  guess,  unless  the  fairies  in  the  great  ring  on  Ashen* 
down  came  to  visit  you  when  we  were  gone.  But  seriously, 
dear  Laura,  are  you  sure  you  are  not  tired  ?  Is  nothing  the 
matter?' 

'  Nothing  at  all,  thank  you.  I  was  only  thinking  over  the 
talk  I  had  with  Philip.' 

*0h!' 

Amy  never  thought  of  entering  into  Philip's  talks  with  Laura, 
nd  was  perfectly  satisfied. 
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By  this  time  Laura  was  herself  again,  come  back  to  common 
life,  and  resolved  to  watch  over  her  intercourse  with  Ghiy ;  since, 
though  she  was  convinced  that  all  was  safe  at  present,  she  had 
Philip's  word  for  it  that  there  might  be  danger  in  continuing 
the  pleasant  freedom  of  their  behavionr. 

Nothing  could  be  more  reassuring  than  Gtij's  demeanour. 
His  head  seemed  entirely  full  of  the  Thnrsdaj,  and  of  .a.  plan  of 
his  own  for  enabling  Charles  to  go  to  the  review.  It  had  darted 
into  his  head  while  he  was  g^ing  over  the  fi;round  with  Maurice. 
It  was  so  long  since  Charles  had  thought  it  possible  to  attempt 
any  amusement  away  from  home,  and  former  experiments  had 
bemi  so  unsuccess^,  that  it  had  never  even  occurred  to  him  to 
think  of  it;  but  he  caught  at  the  idea  with  great  delight  and 
eagerness.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  seemed  not  to  know  what  toi  say; 
she  had  mnch  rather  that  it  had  not  been  proposed ;  yet  it  was 
very  kind  of  Gny,  and  Charles  was  so  anxious  about  it  that  she 
knew  not  how  to  oppose  him. 

She  could  not  bear  to  have  Charles  in  a  crowd,  helpless  as  he 
was ;  and  she  had  an  unpleasing  remembrance  of  the  last  occa- 
sion when  they  had  taken  him  to  a  flower-show,  where  they  had 
lost,  first  Mr.  Edmonstone,  next  the  carriage,  and  lastly.  Amy 
and  Charlotte — all  had  been  frightened,  and  Charles  laid  up 
for  three  days  from  the  fatigue. 

Answers,  however,  met  each  objection.  Charles  was  much 
stronger ;  Guy's  arm  would  be  ready  for  him ;  Chiy  would  find 
the  carriage.  Philip  would  be  there  to  help,  besides  Maurice ; 
and  whenever  Charles  was  tired,  Guy  would  take  him  home  at 
once,  without  spoiling  any  one's  pleasure. 

'  Except  your  own,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 

*  Thank  you ;  but  this  would  be  so  delightful.' 

'  Ah !'  said  Charles,  '  it  would  be  as  great  a  triumph  as  the 
dog's  that  caught  the  hare  with  the  clog  round  his  neck — ^the 
dog's,  I  mean.' 

'  If  you  will  but  trust  me  with  him,'  said  Guy,  turning  on 
her  all  the  pleading  eloquence  of  his  eyes ;  *  you  know  he  can 
get  in  and  out  of  the  pony-carriage  quite  easily.' 

'  As  well  as  walk  across  the  room,'  said  Charles. 

'  I  would  drive  him  in  it,  and  tell  William  to  ride  in  and  be  at 
hand  to  hold  the  pony  or  take  it  out ;  and  the  tent  is  so  near, 
that  you  could  get  to  the  breakfast,  unless  the  review  had  been 
enough  for  you.  I  paced  the  distance  to  make  sure,  and  it  is  no 
further  than  from  the  garden-door  to  the  cherry-tree.' 

'  That  is  nothing,'  said  Charles. 

'  And  William  shall    be  in  waiting   to  bring  the  pony  the 
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instant  you  are  ready,  and  we  can  go  home  independently  of  every 
one  else.' 

*  I  thought/  interposed  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  '  that  you  were 
to  go  to  the  mess-dinner — what  is  to  become  of  that  ?' 

'  0/  said  Charles,  '  that  will  be  simply  a  bore,  and  he  may 
rejoice  to  be  excused  from  going  the  whole  hog.* 

'  To  be  sure,  I  had  rather  dine  in  peace  at  home.* 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  not  happy,  but  she  had  great  confi- 
dence in  Gkiy ;  and  her  only  real  scruple  was,  that  she  did  not 
think  it  £air  to  occupy  him  entirely  with  attendance  on  her  son. 
She  referred  it  to  papa,  which,  as  every  one  knew,  was  the  same 
as  yielding  the  point,  and  consoled  herself  by  the  certainty  that 
to  prevent  it  would  be  a  great  disappointment  to  both  the  youths. 
Laura  was  convinced  that  to  aclueve  the  adventure  of  Charles 
at  the  review,  was  at  present  at  least  a  matter  of  far  more  pro* 
minence  with  Guy  than  anything  relating  to  herself. 

All  but  Laura  and  her  mother  were  wild  about  the  weather, 
especially  on  Wednesday,  when  there  was  an  attempt  at  a  thun- 
der storm.  Nothing  was  studied  but  the  sky ;  and  the  conver* 
sation  consisted  of  prognostications,  reports  of  rises  and  falls  of  the 
glass,  of  the  way  weather-cocks  were^  turning,  or  about  to  turn, 
of  swallows  flying  high  or  low,  red  simsets,  and  halos  round  the 
moon,  until  at  last  Ouy,  bursting  into  a  merry  laugh,  begged 
Mrs.  Edmonstone's  pardon  for  bem^  such  a  nuisance,  and  made 
a  vow,  and  kept  it,  that  be  the  weather  what  it  niight,  he  would 
say  not  another  word  about  it  that  evening ;  it  deserved  to  be 
neglected,  for  he  had  not  been  able  to  settle  to  anything  all  day. 

He  might  have  said  for  many  days  before;  for  since  the  last 
ball,  and  still  more  since  Lady  Eveleen  had  been  at  HoUywell, 
it  had  been  one  round  of  merriment  and  amusement.  Scrambling 
walks,  tea-drinkings  out  of  doors,  dances  among  themselves,  or 
with  the  addition  of  the  Harpers,  were  the  order  of  the  day. 
Amy,  Eveleen,  and  Guy,  could  hardly  come  into  the  room  with- 
out dancing,  and  the  piano  was  sud  to  acknowledge  nothing  but 
waltzes,  polkas,  and  now  and  then  an  likh  jig,  for  the  special 
benefit  of  Mr.  Edmonstone's  ears.  The  morning  was  almost  as 
much  spent  in  mirth  as  the  afternoon,  for  the  dawdlings  after 
breakfast,  and  before  luncheon,  had  a  great  tendency  to  spread 
out  and  meet ;  there  was  new  music  and  singing  to  be  practised, 
or  preparations  made  for  evening's  diversion,  or  councils  to  be 
held,  which  Laura's  absence  could  not  break  up,  though  it  often 
made  Amy  feel  how  much  less  idle  and  frivolous  Laura  was  than 
herself.  Eveleen  said  the  same,  but  she  was  visiting,  and  it  was 
a  time  to  be  idle ;  and  Mr.  Lascelles  seemed  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion  with  regard  to  his  pupil ;  for,  when  Guy  was  vexed  at 
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not  having  done  as  much  work  as  usual,  he  only  laughed  at  him 
for  expecting  to  be  able  to  go  to  balls,  and  spend  a  summer  of 
gaiety,  while  he  studied  as  much  as  at  Oxford. 

Thursday  morning  was  all  that  heart  could  wish,  the  air 
cooled  by  the  thimder,  and  the  clouds  looking  as  if  raining  was 
foreign  to  their  nature.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  their 
daughters,  and  Lady  Eveleen,  were  packed  inside  and  outside  the 
great  carriage,  while  Guy,  carefully  settling  Charles  in  the  low 
phaeton,  putting  in  all  that  any  one  recommended,  from  aa  air- 
cushion  to  an  umbrella,  flourished  his  whip,  aad  drove  off  with 
an  air  of  exultation  and  delight. 

Everything  went  off  to  admiration.  No  one  was  more  amused 
than  Charles.  The  scene  was  so  perfectly  new  and  delightful  to 
one  accustomed  bo  such  a  monotonous  life,  that  the  very  sight 
of  people  was  a  novelty.  Nowhere  was  there  so  much  laughmg 
and  talking  as  in  that  little  carriage,  and  whenever  Mrs.  E£non- 
stone's  anxious  eye  fell  upon  it,  she  always  saw  Charles  sitting 
upright,  with  a  face  so  full  of  eager  interest  as  to  banish  i^ 
thought  of  fatigue.  Happy,  indeed,  he  was.  He  enjoyed  the 
surprise  of  his  acquaintuice  at  meeting  him ;  he  enjoyed  Dr. 
Mayeme's  laugh  and  congratulation;  he  enjoyed  seeing  how 
fooHsh  Philip  thought  him,  nodding  to  his  mother  and  sisters^ 
laughing  at  the  dreadful  fSeices  Guy  could  not  help  making  at 
any  particularly  discordant  note  of  the  offensive  bugle ;  and  his 
capabilities  rising  with  his  spirits,  he  did  all  that  the  others  did, 
walked  further  than  he  had  done  for  years,  was  lifted  up  steps 
without  knowing  how,  sat  out  the  whole  breakfast,  talked  to  all 
the  world,  and  well  earned  the  being  thoroughly  tired,  as  he 
certainly  waft,  when  Guy  put  him  into  the  carriage  and  drove 
him  home,  and  stOl  more  so  when  Guy  all  but  carried  him  up 
stairs,  and  laid  him  on  the  sofa  in  the  dressing-room. 

However,  his  mother  announced  that  it  would  have  been  so 
unnatural  if  he  had  not  been  fatigued,  that 'she  should  have 
been  more  anxious,  and  leaving  him  to  repose,  they  all,  except 
Hr.  Edmonstone,  who  had  stayed  to  dine  at  the  mess,  sat  down 
to  dinner. 

Amy  came  down  dressed  just  as  the  carriage  had  been  an- 
noimced,  and  found  Laura  and  Eveleen  standing  by  the  table, 
arranging  their  bouquets,  while  Guy,  in  the  dark,  beliind  the 
piano,  was  playing — not,  as  usual,  in  such  cases,  the  Harmonious 
Blacksmith,  but  a  chant ! 

'  Is  mamma  ready  ?'  asked  Laura. 

'  Nearly,'  said  Amy;  '  but  I  wish  she  was  not  obliged  to  go ! 
I  am  sure  she  cannot  bear  to  leave  Charlie.' 

'  I  hope  she  is  not  going  on  my  account,'  said  Eveleen. 
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'  No/  said  Laura,  'we  must  go ;  it  would  so  frighten  papa  if 
we  did  not  come.  Besides,  there  is  nothing  to  be  uneasy  about 
with  Charles.' 

'  O  no,'  said  Amy ;  '  she  says  so,  only  she  is  always  anxious, 
and  she  is  afraid  he  is  too  restiess  to  go  to  sleep.' 

*  We  must  get  home  as  £wt  as  we  can ;  if  you  don't  mind, 
Eva,'  said  Laua,  remembering  how  her  last  dance  with  Guy  had 
deli^edthem. 

'  Clan  I  do  any  good  to  Charlie  ?'  said  Guy,  ceasing  his  music. 
'  I  don't  mean  to  go.' 

'  Not  go !'  cried  the  girls  in  consternation. 

'He  is  joking!'  said  Eveleen.  *  But,  I  declare !'  added  she, 
advancing  towards  him, '  he  is  not  dressed !  Come,  nonsense, 
this  is  carrying  it  too  £ur ;  you'll  make  us  all  too  late,  and  then 
I'll  set  Maurice  at  you.' 

'  I  am  afraid  it  is  no  joke,'  said  Guy,  smiling. 

'  You  must  go.  It  will  never  do  for  you  to  stay  away,'  said 
Laura,  decidedly. 

'Are  you  tired  ?    Aren't  you  well  ?'  asked  Amy. 
.    *  Quite  well,  thank  yon,  but  I  am  sure  I  had  better  not.' 

LsHura  thought  she  had  better  not  seem  anxious  to  take  him, 
so  she  left  the  task  of  persuasion  to  the  others,  and  Amy  went  on. 

'  Neither  mamma  nor  Charlie  could  bear  to  think  you  stayed 
because  of  him.' 

'  I  don't,  I  assure  you.  Amy;  I  meant  it  before.  I  have  been 
gradually  finding  out  that  it  must  ccmie  to  this.' 

'  Oh,  you  think  it  a  matter  of  right  and  wrong !  But  you 
don't  tlunk  balls  wrong  P' 

'  Oh  no ;  only  they  won't  do  for  such  an  absurd  person  as  I 
am.  The  last  tinned  my  head  for  a  week,  and  I  am  much  too 
unsteadv  for  this.' 

'Well,  if  you  think  it  a  matter  of  duty,  it  can't  be  helped,' 
said  Amy,  sorrowfully ;  '  but  I  am  very  sorry.' 

'Thank  you,'  said  Guy,  thinking  it  compassion,  not  regret; 
'  but  I  shaU  do  very  wdl.  I  shall  be  all  the  happier  to-morrow 
for  a  quiet  hour  at  my  Greek,  and  you'll  tell  me  all  the  fun.' 

'  You  liked  it  so  much !'  said  Ajny;  '  but  you  have  made  up 
your  mind,  and  I  ought  not  to  tease  you.' 

'  That's  right,  Amy ;  he  does  it  on  purpose  to  be  teased,'  said 
Eveleen, '  and  I  never  knew  anybody  so  provoking.  Mind,  Sir 
Guy,  if  you  make  us  all  too  late,  you  shan't  have  the  ghost  of 
a  quadrille  with  me.' 

'  I  shall  console  myself  by  quadrilling  with  Andromache,'  said 
Guy. 

'  Come,  no  nonsense— off  to  dress  directly!   How  can  you  have 
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the  congcienoe  to  stand  there  when  the  carriage  is  at  the 
door?' 

'  1  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  handing  jou  in  when  jou  are 
rea^.' 

'  Laura — Amy!    Does  he  really  mean  it  P' 

*  1  am  afraid  he  does/  said  Amy. 

Eyeleen  let  herself  &11  on  the  sofa  as  if  fiunting.  ^  Oh/  she 
said,  ^take  him  away!  Let  me  never  see  the  face  of  him  again! 
I'm  perfectly  overcome !    All  my  teaching  thrown  away!' 

'  I  am  sorry  for  you,'  said  Guy,  laughing. 

*  And  how  do  you  mean  to  face  Maurice  f ' 

*  Tell  him  his  first  bugle  has  so  distracted  me  that  I  can't 
answer  for  the  consequences  if  I  come  to-night.' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  came  in,  saying,—^ 

'  Come,  I  have  kept  you  waiting  shamefrdly,  but  I  have  been 
consoling  myself  by  thinking  you  must  be  well  entertained,  as 
I  heard  no  Harmonious  Blacksmith.  Papa  will  be  wondering 
where  we  are.' 

'  Oh,  mamma!  Guy  wont  go.' 

'  Guy!  is  anything  the  matter  P' 

*  Nothing,  thank  you,  only  idleness.' 

'  This  will  never  do.    You  really  must  go,  Guy.' 

'  Indeedl  I  think  not.  Pray  don't  order  me,  Mrs.  Edmonstone.* 

'¥rhat  o'dock  is  it,  Amyp  Past  ten !  Papa  will  be  in  despair ! 
What  is  to  be  done  ?     How  long  do  you  take  to  dress,  Guyp' 

'  Not  under  an  hour,'  said  Guy,  smiling. 

'  Nonsense !  But  if  there  was  time  1  should  certainly  send 
you.  Self-discipline  may  be  carried  too  far,  Guy.  But  now  it 
can't  be  helped — ^I  don't  know  how  to  keep  papa  waiting  any 
longer.    Laura,  what  shall  I  do  P' 

'Let  me  go  to  Charles,'  answered  Guy.  *  Perhaps  I  can  read 
him  to  sleep.' 

'Thank  you;  but  don't  talk,  or  he  will  be  too  excited. 
Beading  would  be  the  very  thing !  It  will  be  a  pretty  story  to 
tell  every  one  who  asks  for  you  that  I  have  left  you  to  nurse 
my  son !' 

'No,  for  no  such  good  reason,'  said  CKiy ;  'only  because  I  am 
a  great  fool.' 

'  Well,  Sir  Gny,  I  am  glad  you  can  say  one  sensible  word,' 
said  Lady  Eveleen. 

'  Too  true,  I  assure  you,'  he  answered,  as  he  handed  her  in. 
*Otood  night!  You  will  keep  the  quadrille  for  me  till  I  am  rational.* 

He  handed  the  others  in,  and  shut  the  door.  Mrs.  Edmon- 
stone, ruffled  out  of  her  composure,  exclaimed, — 

'  Well,  this  is  provoking !' 
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^  Eveiy  one  will  be  vexed,'  said  Laura* 
^  It  mill  be  80  stupid,'  said  Amy. 

*  I  give  him  up,'  said  Eveleen.     '  I  once  had  hopes  of  him.* 

'  If  it  was  not  for  papa,  I  really  would  turn  back  this  moment 
and  fetch  him,'  cried  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  starting  forward.  '  I'm 
sure  it  will  give  offence.    I  wish  I  had  not  consented.' 

*  He  can't  be  made  to  see  that  his  presence  is  of  importance  to 
any  liying  creature,'  said  Laura. 

'  What  is  the  reason  of  this  whim  ?'  said  Eveleen. 

'  No,  Eveleen,  it  is  not  whim,'  said  Laura ;  ^  it  is  because  he 
thinks  dissipation  makes  him  idle.' 

'  Then  if  he  is  idle,  I  wonder  what  the  rest  of  the  world  is  i' 
said  Eveleen.     *'  1  am  sure  we  all  ought  to  stay  at  home  too.' 

*  I  think  so,'  said  Amy.  '  I  know  I  shall  feel  all  night  as  if  I 
was  wrong  to  be  there.' 

*  I  am  angry,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone ;  ^  and  yet  I  believe  it  is 
a  great  sacrifice.' 

'  Tes,  mamma ;  after  all  our  looking^  forward  to  it,'  said  Amy. 
*  Oh !  yes,'  and  her  voice  lost  its  piteous  tone,  '  it  is  a  real 
sacrifice.' 

^  K  he  was  not  a  mere  boy,  I  should  say  a  lover's  quairel  was 
at  the  bottom  of  it,'  said  Eveleen.  *  Depend  upon  it,  Laura,  it 
is  all  your  fault.  You  only  danced  once  with  him  at  our  ball, 
and  all  this  week  you  have  played  for  us,  as  if  it  was  on  purpose 
to  cut  him.' 

Laura  was  elad  of  the  darkness,  and  her  mother,  who  had  a 
particular  dislike  to  jokes  of  this  sort,  went  on, — ^  If  it  were  only 
ourselves  I  should  not  care,  but  there  are  so  many  who  will  fancy 
it  caprice,  or  worse.' 

'  The  only  comfort  is,'  said  Amy, '  that  it  is  Charlie's  gain.' 

'  I  hope  they  will  not  talk,'  said  Mrs;  Edmonstone.  ^  But 
Charlie  will  never  hold  his  tongue.  He  will  grow  excited,  and 
not  sleep  all  night.' 

Poor  Mrs  Edmonstone !  her  trials  did  not  end  here,  for  when 
she  replied  to  her  husband's  inquiry  for  Guy,  Mr.  Edmonstone 
said  offence  had  already  been  taken  at  his  absence  ftoin  the 
dinner ;  he  would  not  have  had  this  happen  for  fifty  pounds ; 
she  ought  not  to  have  suffered  it ;  but  it  was  all  her  nonsense 
about  Charles,  and  as  to  not  being  late,  she  should  have  waited 
till  midnight  rather  than  not  have  brought  him.  In  short,  he 
said  as  much  more  than  he  meant,  as  a  man  in  a  pet  is  apt  to 
say,  and  nevertheless  Mrs.  Edmonstone  had  to  look  as  amiable 
and  smiling  as  if  nothing  was  the  matter. 

The  least  untruthful  answer  she  could  frame  to  the  inquiries 
for  Sir  Guy  Morville  was,  that  young  men  were  apt  to  be  lazy 
about  balls,  and  this  sufiiced  for  good-natured  Mrs.  Deane,  but 
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Haurice  poured  out  many  exclamations  about  his  ill-behaviour, 
and  Philip  contented  himself  with  the  mere  fact  of  his  not  being 
there,  and  made  no  remark. 

Laura  turned  her  eyes  anxiously  on  Philip.  They  had  not 
met  since  the  important  conversation  on  Ashen-down,  and  she 
found  herself  looking  with  more  pride  than  ever  at  his  tall, 
noble  figure,  as  if  he  was  more  her  own ;  but  the  cabnness  of 
feeling  was  gone.  She  could  not  meet  his  eye,  nor  see  him  turn 
towards  her  without  a  start  and  tremor  for  which  she  could  not 
render  herself  a  reason,  and  her  heart  beat  so  much  that  it  was 
at  once  a  relief  and  a  disappointment  that  she  was  obliged  to 
accept  her  other  cousin  as  her  first  partner.  Philip  had  ^eady 
asked  Lady  Eveleen,  for  he  neither  vrished  to  appear  too  eager 
in  claiming  Laura,  nor  to  let  his  friend  think  he  had  any  dishke 
to  the  Irish  girl. 

Eveleen  was  much  pleased  to  have  him  for  her  partner,  and 
told  herself  she  would  be  on  her  good  behaviour.  It  was  a 
polka,  and  there  was  not  much  talk,  which,  perhaps  was  all  tho 
better  for  her.  She  admired  the  review,  and  the  luncheon,  and 
spoke  of  Charles  without  any  sauciness,  and  Philip  was  conde- 
scending and  agreeable. 

'  I  must  indulge  myself  in  abusing  that  stupid  cousin  of 
yours  !*  said  she.  '  Did  you  ever  know  a  man  of  such  wonderful 
crotchets  ?' 

*•  This  is  a  very  unexpected  one,'  said  Philip. 
'  It  came  like  athimder  clap.     I  thought  till  the  last  moment 
he  was  joking,  for  he  likes  dancing  so  much ;  he  was  the  life  of 
our  ball,  and  how  could  any  one  suppose  he  would  fly  off  at  the 
last  moment  ?' 

'  He  seems  rather  to  enjoy  doing  things  suddenly.' 
'  I  tell  Laura  she  has  affronted  him,'  said  Eveleen,  laughing. 
*  She  has  been  always  busy  of  late  when  we  have  wanted  her ; 
and  I  saswre  her  his  pride  has  been  piqued.     Don't  you  think 
that  is  an  explanation.  Captain  Morville  ?' 

It  was  Captain  Morville's  belief,  but  he  would  not  say  so. 
'  Isn't  Laura  looking  lovely  ?'  Eveleen  went  on.  ^  I  am  sure 
she  is  the  beauty  of  the  night !'  She  was  pleased  to  see  Captain 
Morville's  attention  gain^.  '  She  is  even  better  dressed  than 
at  our  ball — ^those  Venetian  pins  suit  the  form  of  her  head  so 
well.  Her  beauty  is  better  than  almost  any  one's,  because  she 
has  so  much  coimtenance.' 
*  True,'  said  Philip. 

'  How  proud  Maurice  looks  of  having  her  on  his  arm.     Does 
not  he  ?     Poor  Maurice !  he  is  desperately  in  love  with  her !' 
'  As  is  shown  by  his  pining  melancholy.' 

I 
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Eveleen  laughed  with  her  clear  heaaty  laugh.  'I  gee  jou 
know  what  we  mean  by  being  desperately  in  love !  No/  she 
added  more  gravely,  '  I  am  very  glad  it  is  only  that  kind  of 
desperation.  One  could  not  thiidc  of  Maurice  and  Laura  toge- 
ther.    He  does  not  know  the  best  part  of  Laura.' 

Eveleen  was  highly  flattered  by  Captain  Morville  conducting 
lier  a  second  time  round  the  room,  instead  of  at  once  restoring 
her  to  her  aunt. 

He  secured  Laura  next,  and  leading  her  away  from  her  own 
party,  said,  '  Laura,  have  yon  been  overdoing  it  P' 

*  It  is  not  that,'  said  Laura,  wishing  she  could  keep  from 
blushing. 

'  It  is  the  only  motive  that  could  excuse  his  extraordinary 
behaviour.' 

'  Surely  you  know  he  says  that  he  is  growing  unsettled.  It 
is  part  of  his  rule  of  self-discipline.' 

'  Absurd !-— exaggerated ! — ^incredible !  This  is  the  same  stozy 
as  there  was  about  the  horse.  It  is  either  caprice  or  temper, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  some  change  in  your  manner — ^nay,  I 
say  unconscious,  and  am  &r  from  blaming  you — ^is  the  cause. 
"Why  else  did  he  devote  himself  to  Charles,  and  leave  you  all  on 
my  uncle's  hands  in  the  crowd  p' 

*  We  could  shift  for  ourselves  much  better  than  Charlie.' 

'  This  confirms  my  belief  that  my  warning  was  not  mistimed. 
I  Mrish  it  could  have  been  done  without  decidedly  mortifying 
him  and  rousing  his  temper,  because  I  am  sorry  others  should 
be  slighted;  but  if  he  takes  your  drawing  back  so  much  to 
heart,  it  shows  that  it  was  time  you  should  do  so.' 

•If  I  thought  I  had!' 

'  It  was  visible  to  others — ^to  another,  I  should  say.' 

'  O,  that  is  only  Eveleen's  nonsense !  The  only  difference  I 
am  conscious  of  having  made,  was  keeping  more  up  stairs,  and 
not  trying  to  persuade  him  to  come  here  tonight.' 

'  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  this  that  turned  the  scale.  He  only 
waited  for  persuasion,  and  you  acted  very  wisely  in  not  flattering 
his  self-love.' 

'  Did  I  ?— I  did  not  know  it.' 

'  A  woman's  instinct  is  often  better  than  reasoning,  Laura ;  to 
do  the  right  thing  without  knowing  why.  But  come,  I  suppose 
we  must  play  our  part  in  the  pageant  of  the  night.' 

For  that  evening  Laura,  contrary  to  the  evidence  of  her 
senses,  was  persuaded  by  her  own  lover  that  Guy  was  fisdling  in 
love  with  her ;  and  after  musing  all  through  the  dance,  she  said, 
^  What  do  you  think  of  the  scheme  that  has  been  started  for  my 
going  to  Ireland  with  papa  P' 
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'  Your  going  to  Ireland?' 

'  Yes ;  you  know  none  of  us,  except  papa,  have  seen  grand- 
mamma since  Charles  hegsn  to  be  ill,  and  there  is  some  talk  of 
his  taking  me  with  him  when  he  goes  this  summer.' 

'  I  knew  he  was  going,  but  I  thought  it  was  not  to  be  till 
later  in  the  year — ^not  iSl  after  the  long  vacation.' 

'  So  he  intended,  but  he  finds  he  must  be  at  home  before  the 
end  of  October,  and  it  would  suit  him  best  to  go  in  August.' 

'  Then  what  becomes  of  Guy  ?' 

*  He  stays  at  HoUywell.  It  will  be  much  better  for  Charles 
to  have  him  there  while  papa  is  away.  I  thought  when  the 
plan  was  first  mentioned  I  should  be  sorry,  except  that  it  is 
quite  right  to  go  to  grandmamma;  but  if  it  is  so,  about  Guv, 
this  abMnce  would  be  a  good  thing — it  would  niake  a  brealc^ 
and  I  could  begin  again  on  different  terms.' 

'  Wisely  judged,  Laura.  Yes,  on  that  account  it  would  be 
very  desiraUe,  though  it  will  be  a  great  loss  to  me,  and  I  can 
haiidly  hope  to  be  so  near  you  on  your  retom.' 

'  Ah  \  yes,  so  I  feared !'  sighed  Laura. 

'  But  we  must  give  up  something ;  and  for  Guy's  own  sake, 
poor  fellow,  it  will  be  better  to  m&e  a  break,  as  you  say.  It 
will  save  him  pain  by-and-by.' 

'  I  dare  say  papa  will  consult  yon  about  when  his  ioumey  is 
to  be.  His  only  doubt  was  whether  it  would  do  to  leave  Guy 
so  long  alone ;  and  if  you  say  it  would  be  safe,  it  would  decide 
him  at  once.' 

'  I  see  little  chance  of  mischief.  Guy  has  few  temptations 
here,  and  a  strong  sense  of  honour ;  besides,  I  shall  be  at  hand. 
Takhig  all  things  into  consideration,  Laura,  I  think  that,  what* 
ever  the  sacrifice  to  ourselves,  it  is  expedient  to  recommend  his 
going  at  once,  and  your  accompanying  him.' 

All  the  remainder  of  the  evening  Philip  was  occupied  with 
attentions  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  but  LaUra's  eyes  followed 
him  everywhere,  and  though  she  neither  expected  nor  desired 
him  to  bestow  more  time  on  her,  she  underwent  a  strange  rest- 
lessness and  impatience  of  feeling.  Her  numerous  partners 
teased  her  by  hmdenng  her  from  watching  him  moving  about 
the  room,  catching  his  tones,  and  guessing  what  he  was  talking 
of ; — ^not  that  she  wanted  to  meet  his  eye,  for  she  did  not  like 
to  blush,  nor  did  she  think  it  pleased  him  to  see  her  do  so, 
for  he  either  looked  away  immediately  or  conveyed  a  glance 
which  she  understood  as  monitoiy.  She  kept  better  note  of 
lus  countenance  than  of  her  own  partner's. 

Mr.  Thomdale,  meanwhile,  k^t  aloof  from  Lad^  Ereleen  de 
Courcy,  but  Captam  MorvUle  perceived  that  his  eyes  were 

i2 
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often  turned  towards  her,  and  well  knew  it  was  principle,  and 
not  inclination,  that  held  him  at  a  distance.  He  did  indeed 
once  ask  her  to  dance,  but  she  was  engaged,  and  he  did  not 
ask  her  to  reserve  a  future  dance  for  him,  but  contented  him* 
self  with  little  Amy. 

Amy  was  doing  her  best  to  enjoy  herself,  because  she  thought 
it  ungrateM  not  to  receive  pleasure  from  those  who  wished  to 
give  it,  but  to  her  it  wanted  the  zest  and  animation  of  Lady 
Kilcoran's  ball.  Besides,  she  knew  she  had  been  as  idle  as 
Guy,  or  still  more  so,  and  she  thought  it  wrong  she  should 
have  pleasure  while  he  was  doing  penance.  It  was  on  her 
mind,  and  damped  her  spirits,  and  though  she  smiled,  and 
talked,  and  admired,  and  danced  lightly  and  gaily,  there  was 
A  sensation  of  weariness  throughout,  and  no  one  but  Eveleen 
was  sorry  when  Mrs.  Edmonstone  sent  Maurice  to  see  for  the 
carriage. 

Philip  was  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  came  to  shawl  them. 
As  he  put  Laiura's  cloak  round  her  shoulders  he  was  able  to 
whisper,  *  Take  care ;  you  must  be  cautious — self-command.' 

Laura,  though  blushing  and  shrinking  the  moment  before, 
was .  braced  by  his  words  and  tone  to  attempt  all  he  wished. 
She  looked  up  in  what  she  meant  to  be  an  indifferent  manner, 
and  made  some  observation  in  a  careless  tone — anything  rather 
than  let  Philip  think  her  silly.  After  what  he  had  said,  was 
she  not  bound  more  than  ever  to  exert  herself  to  the  utmost, 
that  he  might  not  be  disappointed  in  her?  She  loved  him 
only  the  better  for  what  others  might  have  deemed  a  stem 
.coldness  of  manner,  for  it  made  the  contrast  of  his  real  warmth 
of  affection  more  precious.  She  mused  over  it,  as  much  as  her 
companions'  conversation  would  allow,  on  the  road  home.  They 
arrived,  Mrs.  Edmonstone  peeped  into  Charles's  room,  announced 
that  he  was  quietly  asleep,  and  they  all  bade  each  other  good 
night,  or  good  morning,  and  parted. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Leonora.  Yet  often  with  respect  he  speaks  of  thee. 

T<U90,      Thou  meanest  with  forbearance,  prudent,  subtle, 
TiB  that  annoys  me,  for  he  knows  to  usq 
Language  so  smooth  and  so  conditional, 
That  seeming  praise  from  him  is  actual  blame. 

GOBTHS'S  TasM, 

TT7HEN   the   Hollywell  party   met   at  breakfast,   Charles 
VV     showed  himself  by  no  means  the  worse  for  his  yester- 
day's experiment.    He  said  he  had  gone  to  sleep  in  reasonable 
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time,  lulled  bj  some  poetry,  he  knew  not  what,  of  which  Guy's 
voice  had  made  veiy  pret^  music,  and  he  was  now  full  of  talk 
about  the  amusement  he  had  enjoyed  yesterday,  which  seemed 
likely  to  afford  food  for  conversation  for  many  a  week  to  come. 

After  all  the  care  Guy  had  taken  of  him,  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
could  not  find  it  in  her  heart  to  scold,  and  her  husband  having 
spent  his  vexation  upon  her,  had  none  left  to  bestow  on  the 
real  culprit.  So  when  Guy,  with  his  bright  morning  face,  and 
his  hair  hanging  shining  and  wet  round  it,  opened  the  dining- 
room  door,  on  his  return  from  bathing  in  the  river,  Mr.  Edmon* 
stone's  salutation  only  conveyed  that  humorous  anger  that  no 
one  cares  for. 

*  Good  morning  to  you.  Sir  Guy  Morville !  I  wonder  what 
you  have  to  say  for  yourself.' 

*  Nothing,'  said  Guy,  smiling ;  then,  as  he  took  his  place  by 
Mrs.  Edmonstone,  '  I  hope  you  are  not  tired  after  your  haid 
day's  work  ?' 

'  Not  at  all,  thank  you.' 

*  Amy,  can  you  tell  me  the  name  of  this  flower  ?' 

*  Oh !  have  you  really  found  the  arrow-head  ?  How  beautiful! 
Where  did  you  get  it  ?    I  didn't  know  it  grew  in  our  river.' 

*  There  is  plenty  of  it  in  that  reedy  place  beyond  the  turn.  I 
thought  it  looked  like  something  out  of  the  common  way.' 

*  1  es !  What  a  purple  eye  it  has  1  I  must  draw  it.  O, 
thank  you.' 

*  And,  Charlotte,  Bustle  has  found  you  a  moorhen's  nest.' 

'  How  delightful !  Is  it  where  I  can  go  and  see  the  dear  little 
things?' 

'  It  is  rather  a  swamp ;  but  I  have  been  putting  down  stepping- 
stones  for  you,  and  I  dare  say  I  can  jump  you  across.  It  was 
that  which  made  me  so  late,  for  which  I  ought  to  have  asked 
pardon,'  said  he  to  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  with  his  look  of  courtesy. 

Never  did  man  look  less  like  an  offended  lover,  or  like  a  morose 
self-tormentor. 

'  There  ace  others  later,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  looking  at 
Lady  Eveleen's  empty  chair. 

'  So  you  think  that  is  all  you  have  to  ask  pardon  for,'  said  Mr. 
Edmonstone.  *  I  advise  you  to  study  your  apologies,  for  you 
are  in  pretty  tolerable  disgrace.' 

'  Indeed,  I  am  very  sorry,'  said-  Guy,  with  such  a  change  of 
coimtenance  that  Mr.  Edmonstone's  good  nature  could  not  bear 
to  see  it. 

'  Ob,  'tis  no  concern  of  mine !  It  would  be  going  rather  the 
wrong  way,  indeed,  for  you  to  be  begging  my  pardon  for  all  the 
care  you've  been  taking  of  Charlie ;  but  you  had  better  considejc 
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what  you  have  to  say  for  youTBelf  before  you  show  your  &ce  at 
Broadstone.' 

'  No  ?'  said  Ckiy,  puzzled  for  a  moment,  but  quickly  lookmg 
relieved,  and  laughing,  *  What !  Broadstone  in  despair  for  want 
ofmep* 

'  And  we  perfectly  exhausted  with  answering  questions  as  to 
what  was  become  of  Sir  Ghiy.* 

*  Dreadful,'  said  Guy,  now  laughing  heartily,  in  the  persuasion 
that  it  was  all  a  joke.  '  O,  Lady  Eveleen,  good  morning ;  you 
are  come  in  good  time  to  give  me  the  stoiy  of  the  ball,  for  no 
<me  else  tells  me  one  word  about  it.' 

*  Because  you  don't  deserve  it,'  said  she.  *  1  hope  you  have 
repented  by  this  time.' 

*  Kyou  want  to  make  me  repent,  you  should  give  me  a  very 
alluring  description.' 

'  I  sha'n't  say  one  word  about  it ;  I  shall  send  you  to  Coventry, 
as  Maurice  and  all  the  raiment  mean  to  do,'  said  Eveleen, 
turning  away  from  him  with  a  very  drbll  arch  manner  of  offended 
dignity. 

'Hear,  hear!  Eveleen  send  any  one  to  Coventry!'  cried 
Charles. 

'  See  what  the  regiment  say  to  you.' 

'  Ay,  when  I  am  sent  to  Covente'y  ?' 

*  O,  Faddy,  Paddy !'  cried  Charles,  and  there  was  a  general 
laugh. 

'Laura  seems  to  be  doing  it  in  good  earnest  without  an- 
nouncing it,'  added  Charles,  when  the  laugh  was  over, '  which  is 
the  worst  sign  of  all.' 

'  '  Nonsense,  Charles,'  said  Laura,  hastily,  then  afraid  she  had 
owned  to  annoyance,  she  blushed,  and  was  angry  with  herself  for 
blushing. 

'  WeU,  Laura,  do  tell  me  who  your  partners  were  ?' 

Very  provoking,  thought  Laura,  that  I  cannot  say  what  is 
so  perfectly  natural  and  ordinary,  without  my  fooHsh  cheeks 
tingling.  He  may  think  it  is  because  he  is  speaking  to  me.  So 
she  hurried  on :  '  Maurice  first,  then  Philip,'  and  then  showed, 
what  Amy  and  Eveleen  thought,  strange  oblivion  of  the  rest  of 
her  partners. 

They  proceeded  into  the  history  of  the  ball;  and  Ghiy  thought 
no  more  of  his  offences  till  the  following  day,  when  he  went  to 
Broadstone.  Coming  back,  he  found  the  drawing-room  full  of 
visitors,  and  was  obhged  to  sit  down  and  join  in  the  conversation; 
but  Mrs.  Edmonstone  saw  he  was  inwardly  chafing,  as  he  be- 
trayed by  his  inability  to  remain  still,  the  twitchings  of  his  fore- 
head and  lip,  and  a  tripping  and  stumbling  of  the  words  on  his 
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tongue.  She  was  sure  he  wanted  to  talk  to  her,  and  longed  to 
get  rid  of  Mrs.  Brownlow ;  but  the  door  was  no  sooner  shut  on 
the  visitors,  than  Mr.  Edmonstone  came  in,  with  a  long  letter 
for  her  to  read  and  comment  upon.  Guy  took  himself  out  of  the 
way  of  the  consultation,  and  began  to  hurry  up  and  down  the 
terrace,  until,  seeing  Amabel  crossing  the  field  towards  the  little 
gate  into  the  garden,  he  went  to  open  it  for  her. 

She  looked  up  at  him,  and  exclaimed — 'Is  anything  the  matter  ?* 

*  Nothing  to  signify,'  he  said ;  '  I  was  only  waiting  for  your 
mother.     I  have  got  into  a  mess,  that  is  all.' 

'  I  am  sorry,'  began  Amy,  there  resting  in  the  doubt  whether 
she  might  inquire  further,  and  intending  not  to  burthen  him  yrith 
her  company  any  longer  than  till  she  reached  the  house  door ;  but 
Guy  went  on, — 

'  No,  you  have  no  occasion  to  be  sorry ;  it  is  all  my  own  fault; 
at  lea«t,  if  I  was  clear  how  it  is  my  fault,  I  should  not  mind  it 
so  much.  It  is  that  ball.  I  am  sure  I  had  not  the  least  notion 
any  one  would  care  whether  I  was  there  or  not.' 

*  I  am  sure  we  missed  you  very  much.* 

*  You  are  aU  so  kind ;  beside,  I  belong  in  a  manner  to  you ;  but 
what  could  it  signify  to  any  one  else  ?  And  here  I  iind  that  I 
have  vexed  every  one.' 

'  Ah !'  said  Ainy, '  mamma  said  she  was  afraid  it  would  give 
offence.' 

'  I  ought  to  have  attended  to  her.  It  was  a  fit  of  self-will  in 
managing  myself,'  said  Guy,  murmuring  low,  as  if  trying  to  find 
the  real  indictment ;  '  yet  I  thought  it  a  positive  duty ;  wrong 
every  way.* 

'  What  has  happened  ?'  said  Amy,  turning  back  with  him, 
though  she  had  reached  the  door» 

'  Why,  the  first  person  I  met  was  Mr.  Gordon ;  and  he  spoke, 
like  your  father,  h^f  in  joke,  and  I  thought  entirely  so ;  he  said 
something  about  all  the  world  being  in  such  a  rage,  that  I  waa 
a  bold  man  to  venture  into  Broadstone.  Then,  while  I  was  at 
Mr.  Lascelles*,  in  came  Dr.  Mayeme.  '  We  missed  you  at  the 
dinner,'  he  said ;  '  and  I  hear  you  shirked  the  ball,  too.'  I  told 
him  how  it  was,  and  he  said  he  was  glad  that  was  all,  and  advised 
me  to  go  and  call  on  Colonel  Deane  and  explain.  I  thought  that 
the  best  way — ^indeed,  I  meant  it  before,  uid  was  walking  to  his 
lodgings  when  Maurice  de  Courcy  met  me.  *  Ha !'  he  cries  out, 
'  MorviUe !  I  thought  at  least  you  would  have  been  laid  up  for  a 
month  with  the  typhus  fever !  As  a  friend,  I  advise  you  to  go 
home  and  catch  something,  for  it  is  tlie  only  excuse  that  wUl 
serve  you.  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  it  will  not  be  high  treason 
for  me  to  be  seen  speaking  to  you.'     I  tried  to  get  at  the  rights 
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of  it,  but  he  is  such  a  harum-flcarum  fellow  there  was  no  suc- 
ceeding. Next  I  met  Thomdale,  who  only  bowed  and  passed  on 
the  other  side  of  the  street — ^sign  enough  how  it  was  with  Philip; 
so  I  thought  it  best  to  go  at  once  to  the  Captain,  and  get  a 
rational  account  of  what  was  the  matter.' 

'Did  you?'  said  Amy,  who,  though  concerned  and  rather 
alarmed,  had  been  smiling  at  the  humorous  and  expressive  tones 
with  which  he  could  not  help  giving  effect  to  his  narration. 

*  Yes.    Philip  was  at  home,  and  very — ^very ' 

'  Gracious  P'  suggested  Amy,  as  he  hesitated  for  a  word. 

'  Just  so.  Only  the  vexatious  thing  was,  that  we  never  could 
succeed  in  coming  to  an  imderstanding.  He  was  ready  to  for* 
give ;  but  I  could  not  disabuse  him  of  an  idea — ^where  he  picked 
it  up  I  cannot  guess — that  I  had  stayed  away  out  of  pique.  He 
woidd  not  even  tell  me  what  he  thought  had  affronted  me, 
though  I  asked  him  over  and  over  again  to  be  only  straightfor- 
ward ;  he  declared  I  knew.' 

'  How  excessively  provoking !'  cried  Amy.  '  You  cannot  guess 
what  he  meant  P' 

*  Not  the  least  in  the  world.  I  have  not  the  most  distant 
suspicion.  It  was  of  no  use  to  declare  I  was  not  offended  with 
any  one ;  he  only  looked  in  that  way  of  his,  as  if  he  knew  much 
better  than  I  did  myself,  and  told  me  he  could  make  allowances.' 

*  Worse  than  all !    How  horrid  of  him.' 

'  No,  don't  spoil  me.  No  doubt  he  thinks  he  has  grounds, 
and  my  irritation  was  unjustifiable.  Yes,  I  got  into  my  old  way. 
He  cautioned  mo,  and  nearly  made  me  mad !  I  never  was  nearer 
coming  to  a  regidar  outbreak.  Always  the  same !  Fool  that 
lam.' 

*  Now,  Guy,  that  is  always  your  way ;  when  other  people  are 
provoking,  you  abuse  yourself.  I  am  sure  Philip  was  so,  with 
his  calm  assertion  of  being  right.' 

*  The  more  provoking,  the  more  trial  for  me.' 

'  But  you  endured  it.  You  say  it  was  only  nearly  an  outbreak. 
You  narted  friends  P    I  am  sure  of  that.' 

'  Yes,  it  would  have  been  rather  too  bad  not  to  do  that.' 

'  Then  why  do  you  scold  yourself,  when  you  really  had  the 
victory  P' 

'  The  victoiy  will  be  if  the  inward  feeling  as  well  as  the  out* 
ward  token  is  ever  subdued.' 

'  O,  that  must  be  in  time,  of  course.  Only  let  me  hear  how 
you  ffot  on  with  Colonel  Deane.' 

'  fie  was  very  good-natured,  and  would  have  laughed  it  off,  but 
Philip  went  with  me,  and  looked  grand,  and  begged  in  a  solemn 
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way  that  no  more  might  be  said.     I  could  have  got  on  better 
alone ;  but  Philip  was  very  kind,  or,  as  you  say,  gracious.' 

*  And  provoking,'  added  Amy,  *  only  I  believe  you  do  not  like 
me  to  say  so.' 

'  It  is  more  agreeable  to  hear  you  call  him  so  at  this  moment 
than  is  good  for  me.  I  have  no  right  to  complain,  since  I  gave 
the  offence.' 

*  The  offence?' 

'  The  absenting  myself.' 

*  Oh !  that  you  did  because  you  thought  it  right.' 

*  I  want  to  be  clear  that  it  was  right.' 

*  What  do  you  mean  ?'  cried  she,  astonished.  *  It  was  a  great 
piece  of  self-denial,  and  I  only  felt  it  wrong  not  to  be  doing  the 
same.' 

*  Nay,  how  should  such  creatures  as  you  need  the  same  disci- 
pline as  I P' 

She  exclaimed  to  herself  how  far  from  his  equal  she  was — ^how 
weak,  idle,  and  self-pleasing  she  felt  herself  to  be  ;  but  she  could 
not  say  so— the  words  woidd  not  come ;  and  she  only  drooped  her 
little  head,  humbled  by  his  treating  her  as  better  than  himself. 
He  proceeded : — 

*  Something  wrong  I  have  done,  and  I  want  the  clue.  Was  it 
self-wiU  in  choosing  discipline  contraiy  to  your  mother's  judg- 
ment ?  Yet  she  could  not  know  all.  I  thought  it  her  kindness 
in  not  liking  me  to  lose  the  pleasure.  Besides,  one  must  act  for 
oneself,  and  this  was  only  my  own  personal  amusement.' 

*  Tes/  said  Amy,  timidly  hesitating. 

*  Well  ?'  said  he,  with  the  gentle,  deferential  tone  that  con- 
trasted with  his  hasty,  vehement  self-accusations.  *  Well  P'  and 
he  waited,  though  not  so  as  to  hurry  or  frighten  her,  but  to  en- 
courage, by  showing  her  words  had  weight. 

'  I  was  thinking  of  one  thing,'  said  Amy ;  ^  is  it  not  sometimes 
right  to  consider  whether  we  ought  to  disappoint  people  who 
want  us  to  be  pleased  P' 

'  There  it  is,  I  believe,'  said  Guy,  stopping  and  considering ; 
then  going  on  with  a  better  satisfied  air, '  that  is  a  real  nile : 
Not  to  be  so  bent  on  myself  as  to  sacrifice  other  people's  feelings 
to  what  seems  best  for  me.  But  I  don't  see  whose  pleasure  I 
interfered  with.' 

Amy  could  have  answered,  '  Mine ;'  but  the  maidenly  feeling 
checked  her  again,  and  she  said, 'We  all  thought  you  would 
like  it.' 

'  And  I  had  no  right  to  sacrifice  your  pleasure !  I  see,  I  see. 
The  pleasure  of  giving  pleasure  to  others  is  so  much  the  best 
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there  is  on  earth,  that  one  ought  to  be  passive  rather  than  inter- 
fere with  it.' 

'  Yes/  said  Amy,  'just  as  I  have  seen  Mary  Boss  let  herself 
be  swung  till  she  was  giddy,  rather  than  disappoint  Charlotte  and 
Helen,  who  thought  she  liked  it. 

'  If  one  could  get  to  look  at  everything  with  as  much  indif- 
ference as  the  swinging !  But  it  is  sdl  selfishness,  It  is  as  easy 
to  be  selfish  for  one's  own  good  as  for  one's  own  pleasure ;  and  I 
dare  say,  the  first  as  is  bad  as  the  other.' 

'I  was  thinking  of  something  else,'  said  Amy.  'I  should 
think  it  more  like  the  holly  tree  in  Southey.  Don't  you  know 
it  P  The  young  leaves  are  sharp  and  prickly,  because  they  have 
so  much  to  defend  themselves  from,  but  as  the  tree  grows  older, 
it  leaves  off  the  spears,  after  it  has  won  the  victory. 

*  Very  kind  of  you,  and  very  pretty.  Amy,'  said  he,  smiling ; 
*  but,  in  the  meantime,  it  is  surely  wrong  to  be  more  prickly  than 
is  unavoidable,  and  there  is  the  perplexity.  Selfish!  selfish! 
selfish !     Oneself  the  first  object.     That  is  the  root.' 

*  Guy,  if  it  is  not  impertinent  to  ask,  I  do  wish  you  would  tell 
me  one  thing.  Why  did  you  think  it  wrong  to  go  to  that 
ball  ?'  said  Amy,  timidly. 

'  I  don't  know  that  I  thought  it  wrong  to  go  to  that  indi- 
vidual ball,'  said  Guy ;  '  but  my  notion  was,  that  altogether  I 
was  getting  into  a  rattling  idle  way,  never  doing  my  proper 
quantity  of  work,  or  doing  it  properly,  and  tallong  a  lot  of 
nonsense  sometimes.  I  thought,  last  Sunday,  it  was  time  to 
make  a  short  turn  somewhere  and  bring  myself  up.  I  could 
not,  or  did  not  get  out  of  the  pleasant  talks  as  Laura  does,  so 
I  thought  giving  up  this  ball  would  punish  me  at  once,  and 
set  me  on  a  new  tack  of  behaving  like  a  reasonable  creature.' 

'  Don't  call  yourself  too  many  names,  or  you  wont  be  civil 
to  us.     We  all,  except  Laura^  have  been  quite  as  bad.' 

'  Yes  ;  but  you  had  not  so  much  to  do.' 

*  We  ought,'  said  Amy ; '  but  I  meant  to  be  reasonable  when 
Eveleen  is  gone.' 

'  Perhaps  I  ought  to  have  waited  till  then,  but  I  don't  know. 
Lady  Eveleen  is  so  amusing  that  it  leads  to  farther  dawdling, 
and  it  would  not  do  to  wait  to  resist  the  temptation  till  it  is 
out  of  the  way.' 

As  he  spoke,  they  saw  Mrs.  Edmonstone  coming  out,  and 
went  to  meet  her.  Guy  told  her  his  trouble,  detailmg  it  more 
calmly  than  before  he  had  found  out  his  mistake.  She  agreed 
with  him  that  this  had  been  in  forgetting  that  his  attending  the 
ball  did  not  concern  only  himself,  but  he  then  returned  to  say 


THE   HKIK  OF  BEDCLTFFE.  123 

that  he  could  uot  see  what  difference  it  made,  except  to  their 
own  immediate  circle. 

'  If  it  was  not  you,  Ghij,  who  made  that  speech,  I  should  call 
it  fishing  for  a  compliment.  You  forget  that  rank  and  station 
make  people  sought  after.' 

'  I  suppose  there  is  something  in  that,'  said  Gkiy,  thoughtfully; 
'  at  any  rate,  it  is  no  bad  thing  to  think  so,  it  is  so  hunuliating.* 

'  Thiat  is  not  the  way  most  people  would  take  it.' 

'  No  ?  Does  not  it  prevent  one  from  taking  any  attention  as 
paid  to  one's  real  self?  The  real  flattering  thing  would  be  to 
be  made  as  much  of  as  Philip  is,  for  one's  own  merits,  and  not 
for  the  handle  to  one's  name.' 

*  Yes,  I  think  so,'  said  Amy. 

'  Well,  then,'  as  if  he  wished  to  gather  the  whole  conversation 
into  one  resolve,  '  the  point  is  to  consider  whether  abstaining 
from  innocent  things  that  may  be  dangerous  to  oneself  mortifies 
other  people.  If  so,  the  vexing  them  is  a  certain  wrong,  whereas 
the  miscluef  of  taking  the  pleasure  is  only  a  possible  contingency. 
But  then  one  must  take  it  out  of  oneself  some  other  way,  or  it 
becomes  an  excuse  for  self-indulgence.' 

'  Hardly  with  you,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  smiling. 

^  Because  I  had  rather  go  at  it  at  once,  and  forget  all  about 
other  people.  You  must  teach  me  consideration,  Mrs.  Edmon- 
stone, and  in  the  meantime  will  you  tell  me  what  you  think  I 
had  better  do  about  this  scrape  ?' 

'Let  it  alone,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone.  'You  have  begged 
every  one's  pardon,  and  it  had  better  be  forgotten  as  fast  as 
possible.  They  have  made  more-  fuss  already  than  it  is  worth. 
Don't  torment  yourself  about  it  any  more ;  for,  if  you  have  made 


Laura's  door,  to  ask  how  she  prospered  in  the  drive  she  had 
been  taking  with  Charies  and  Eveleen. 

Amy  told  her  of  €hiy's  trouble,  and  oh !  awkward  question, 
inquired  if  she  could  guess  what  it  could  be  that  Philip  imagined 
that  Guy  had  been  offended  at. 

'  Can't  he  guess  ?'  said  poor  Laura,  to  gain  time,  and  brushing 
her  hair  over  her  face. 

'No,  he  has  no  idea,  though  Philip  protested  that  he  knew, 
and  would  not  tell  him.    Philip  must  have  been  most  tiresome.' 

'  What  ?    Has  Guy  been  complaining  P' 

'No,  only  angry  with  himself  for  being  vexed.  I  can't 
think  how  Philip  can  go  on  so !' 
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^Huflh!  hush,  Amy,  you  know  nothing  about  it.  He  has 
reasons ' 

'  I  know/  said  Amy,  indignantly ;  *  but  what  right  has  he 
to  go  on  mistrusting?  K  people  are  to  be  judged  by  their 
deeds,  no  one  is  so  good  as  Guy,  and  it  is  too  bad  to  reckon 
up  against  him  all  his  ancestors  have  done.  It  is  wolf  and 
liunb,  indeed.' 

'  He  does  not !'  cried  Laura.  '  He  never  is  unjust !  How  can 
you  say  so,  Amy  ?' 

'  Then  why  does  he  impute  motives,  and  not  straightforwardly 
tell  what  he  means  ?' 

*  It  is  impossible  in  this  case,'  said  Laura. 
'  Do  you  know  what  it  is  ?' 

*  Tes,'  said  Laura,  perfectly  truthful,  and  feeling  herself  in  a 
dreadfid  predicament. 

'  And  you  can't  tell  me  ?' 
'Idon'tthmklcan.' 

*  Nor  Guy  P' 

*  Not  fot  worlds,'  cried  Laura,  in  horror. 

*  Can't  you  get  Philip  to  tell  him  P' 

'Oh  no,  no!  I  can't  explain  it.  Amy:  and  all  that  can  be 
done  is  to  let  it  die  away  as  fast  as  possible.  It  is  only  the  rout 
about  it  that  is  of  consequence.' 

'  It  is  very  odd,'  said  Amy,  *  but  I  must  dress,'  and  away  she 
ran,  much  puzzled,  but  with  no  desire  to  look  into  Philip's 
secrets. 

Laura  rested  her  head  on  her  hand,  sighed,  and  wondered  why 
it  was  so  hard  to  answer.  She  almost  wished  she  had  said  Philip 
had  been  advising  her  to  discourage  any  attachment  on  Guy's 
part ;  but  then  Amy  might  have  laughed,  and  asked  why.  No ! 
no !  Philip's  confidence  was  in  her  keeping,  and,  cost  her  what 
it  might,  she  would  be  faithful  to  the  trust. 

There  was  now  a  change.  The  evenings  were  merry,  but  the 
mornings  were  occupied.  Guy  went  off  to  his  room,  as  he  used 
to  do  last  winter;  Laura  commenced  some  complicated  perspec- 
tive, or  read  a  (German  book  with  a  great  deal  of  dictionary ; 
Amy  had  a  book  of  history,  and  practised  her  music  diligently ; 
even  Charles  read  more  to  Imnself,  and  resumed  the  study  with 
Guy  and  Amy ;  Lady  Eveleen  joined  in  every  one's  pursuits, 
enjoyed  them,  and  lamented  to  Laura  that  it  was  impossible  to 
be  rational  at  her  own  home. 

Laura  tried  to  persuade  her  that  there  was  no  need  that  she 
should  be  on  the  level  of  the  society  round  her,  and  it  ended  in 
her  spendmg  an  hour  in  diligent  study  every  morning,  pronusing 
to  continue  it  when  she  went  home,  while  Laura  made  such  sen- 
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gible  comments  that  Eveleen  admired  her  more  than  ever ;  and 
she,  knowing  that  some  were  second-hand  from  Philip,  others 
arising  from  his  suggestions,  gave  him  all  the  homage  paid  to 
herself,  as  a  tribute  to  him  who  reigned  over  her  whole  being. 

Yet  she  was  far  from  happy.  Her  reserve  towards  Qny 
made  her  feel  stiff  and  guarded ;  she  had  a  craving  for  Philip's 
presence,  with  a  dread  of  showing  it,  which  made  her  uncomfort^ 
able.  She  wondered  he  had  not  been  at  Hollywell  since  the  ball, 
for  he  must  know  that  she  was  going  to  Ireland  in  a  fortnight, 
and  was  not  likely  to  return  till  his  regiment  had  lefb  Broad- 
stone. 

An  interval  passed  long  enough  for  her  not  to  be  alone  in  her 
surprise  at  his  absenting  himself  before  he  at  length  made  his 
appearance,  just  before  luncheon,  so  as  to  miss  the  unconstrained 
morning  hours  he  used  so  much  to  enjoy.  He  found  G-uy, 
Charles,  and  Amy,  deep  in  Butler's  Analogy. 

'  Are  you  making  poor  litMe  Amy  read  that  F'  said  he. 

'  Bravo !'  cried  Charles ;  '  he  is  so  disappointed  that  it  is  not 
Pickwick  that  he  does  not  know  what  else  to  say.' 

'  I  don't  suppose  I  take  much  in,'  said  Amy;  '  but  I  like  to  be 
told  what  it  means.' 

'  Don't  imagine  I  can  do  that,'  said  Guy. 

'  I  never  spent  much  time  over  it,'  said  Philip ;  '  but  I  should 
think  you  were  out  of  your  depth.' 

'  Very  well,'  said  Charles ;  '  we  will  return  to  Dickens  to  oblige 
you.' 

'  It  is  your  pleasure  to  wrest  my  words,'  replied  Philip,  in  his 
own  calm  manner,  though  he  actually  felt  hurt,  which  he  had 
never  done  before.  His  complacency  was  less  secure,  so  that 
there  was  more  need  for  self-assertion. 

'  Where  are  the  rest  ?'  he  asked. 

'  Laura  and  Eveleen  are  making  a  dictation  lesson  agreeable  to 
Charlotte/  said  Amyj  '  I  found  Eva  making  mistakes  on  pur- 
pose.' 

*How  much  longer  does  she  stay?' 

*  Till  Tuesday.    Lord  Kilcoran  is  coming  to  fetch  her.' 

Charlotte  entered,  and  immediately  ran  up  stairs  to  amiounce 
her  cousin's  arrival.  Laura  was  glad  of  this  previous  notice,  and 
hoped  her  blush  and  tremor  were  not  observed.  It  was  a  struggle, 
through  luncheon  time,  to  keep  her  colour  and  confusion  within 
bounds ;  but  she  succeeded  better  than  she  fancied  she  did,  and 
Philip  gave  her  as  much  help  as  he  could,  by  not  looking  at  her* 
Seeing  that  he  dreaded  nothing  so  much  as  her  exciting  suspicion^ 
she  was  at  once  braced  and  alarmed. 

Her  father  was  very  glad  to  see  him,  and  reproached  him  for 
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making  himsdf  a  stranger,  while  her  sisten  counted  np  the  days 
of  his  absence. 

*  There  was  the  time,  to  be  sore,  when  we  met  you  on  Ashen- 
down,  but  that  was  a  r^ular  cheat.  Lauxa  had  you  all  to  her- 
self.' 

Laura  bent  down  to  feed  Bustle,  and  Philip  felt  his  colour 
deepening. 

Mr.  Edmonstone  went  on  to  ask  him  to  come  and  stay  at 
Holly  well  for  a  week,  rowing  he  would  take  no  refusal.  '  A 
week  was  out  of  the  question,'  said  Philip;  'but  he  could  come 
for  two  nights.'  Amabel  hinted  that  there  was  to  be  a  dinner- 
party on  Thursday,  thinking  it  £ur  to  give  him  warning  of  what 
he  <^iaHirfti!^  but  he  immediately  chose  that  Tery  day.  Again  he 
disconcerted  all  expectations,  when  it  was  time  to  go  out.  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  and  Gharies  were  going  to  drive,  the  young  ladies 
and  Ghiy  to  walk,  but  Philip  di^osed  himself  to  accompany  his 
imcle  in  a  survey  of  the  wheat. 

Laura  perceiyed  that  he  would  not  risk  taking  another  walk 
with  her  when  they  might  be  observed.  It  showed  implicit 
trust  to  leave  her  to  his  rival ;  bat  she  was  sorry  to  find  that 
caution'  must  put  an  end  to  the  freedom  of  their  intercourse,  and 
would  have  stayed  at  home,  but  that  Eveleen  was  so  wild  and 
unguarded  that  Mrs.  Edmonstone  did  not  like  her  to  be  with- 
out Laura  as  a  check  on  her,  especially  when  Guy  was  of  the 
party. 

There  was  some  comfort  in  that  warm  pressure  of  her  hand 
when  she  bade  Philip  good  bye,  and  on  that  she  lived  for  a  long 
time.  He  stood  at  ti^e  window  watching  them  till  they  were 
out  of  sight,  then  moved  towards  his  aunt,  who,  with  her  bonnet 
on,  was  writing  an  invitation  for  Thtirsday,  to  Mr.  Thomdale. 

'  I  was  thinking,'  said  he,  in  a  low  voice, '  if  it  would  not  be 
as  well,  if  you  liked,  to  ask  Thomdale  here  for  those  two  days.' 

'  If  yotf  think  so,'  returned  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  looking  at  him 
more  inquiringly  than  he  could  well  bear. 

'  You  know  how  he  enjoys  being  here,  and  I  owe  them  all  so 
much  kindness.' 

'  Certainly ;  I  will  speak  to  your*  uncle,'  said  she,  going  in 
search  of  him.  She  presently  returned,  saying  they  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  Mr.  Thomdale,  asking  him  at  the  same  time, 
in  her  kind  tones  of  interest,  after  an  old  servant  for  whom  he 
had  been  spending  much  thought  and  pains.  The  kindness  cut 
him  to  the  heart,  for  it  evid^tly  arose  from  a  perception  that 
he  was  ill  at  ease,  and  his  conscience  smote  him.  He  answered 
shortly,  and  was  glad  when  the  carriage  came ;  he  lifted  Charles 
into  it,  and  stood  with  folded  arms  as  they  drove  away. 
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^  The  air  is  stormy,'  said  Charles,  looldng  back  at  him. 

*  You  thought  so,  too  F'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  eagerly. 

*  You  did!' 

*  I  have  wondered  for  some  time  past.' 

*  It  was  very  decided  to-day — ^that  long  absence — and  there 
as  no  provoking  him  to  be  sententious.    His  bringing  his  young 

man  might  be  only  to  keep  him  in  due  subjection;  but  his 
choosing  the  day  of  the  paity,  and  above  all,  not  walking  with 
the  young  ladies.' 

'  It  is  not  like  himself,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  in  a  leading  tone. 

'  Either  the  sweet  youth  is  in  love,  or  in  the  course  of  some 
strange  transfohnation.' 

'  In  love !'  she  exclaimed.  '  Have  you  any  reason  for  think- 
ing so?' 

'  Only  as  a  solution  of  phenomena ;  but  you  look  as  if  I  had 
hit  on  the  truth.' 

*  I  hope  it  is  no  such  thing ;  yet — * 
'  Yet  ?'  repeated  Charles,  seriously. 

'  I  think  he  has  discovered  the  danger.' 

'  The  danger  of  falling  in  love  with  Laura  ?  Well,  it  would  be 
odd  if  he  was  not  satisfied  with  his  own  work.  But  he  must 
know  how  preposterous  that  wotdd  be.' 

*  And  you  think  that  would  prevent  it  ?'  saidlus  moth6r,smiling. 

*  He  is  just  the  man  to  plume  himseK  on  making  his  judgment 
conquer  his  inclination,  setting  novels  at  defiance.  How  mag- 
nanimously he  would  resolve  to  stifle  a  hopeless  attachment !' 

*  That  is  exactly  what  I  think  he  is  doing.  I  think  he  has 
foimd  out  the  state  of  his  feelings,  and  is  doing  all  in  his  power 
to  check  them  by  avoiding  her,  especially  in  tete^titetj  and  an 
unconstrained  family  party.  I  am  nearly  convinced  that  is  his 
reason  for  bringing  Mr.  Thomdale,  and  faing  on  the  day  of  the 
dinner.  Poor  fellow,  it  must  cost  him  a  great  deal,  and  I  long 
to  tell  him  how  I  thank  him.' 

'  Hm !  I  don't  think  it  unlikely,'  said  Charles.  '  It  agrees 
with  what  happened  the  evening  of  the  Kilcoran  ball,  when  he 
was  ready  to  eat  me  up  for  saying  something  he  fancied  was 
a  hint  of  a  liking  of  Guy's  for  Laura.  It  was  a  wild  mistake, 
for  something  I  said  about  Petrarch,  foigetting  that  Petrarch 
suggested  Laura ;  but  it  put  him  out  to  a  degree,  and  he  made 
all  manner  of  denunciations  on  the  horror  of  GKiy's  falling  in  love 
with  her.  Now,  as  far  as  I  see,  Guy  is  much  more  in  love  with 
you,  or  with  Deloraine,  and  the  idea  argues  far  more  that  the 
Captain  himself  is  touched.' 

'  Depend  upon  it,  Charlie,  it  was  this  that  led  to  his  detecting 
the  true  state  of  the  case.  Ever  since  that  he  has  kept  away. 
It  is  noble !' 
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*  And  what  do  you  think  about  Laura  ?' 

'  Poor  child !  I  doubt  if  it  was  well  to  allow  so  much  intimacy ; 
yet  I  don't  see  how  it  could  have  been  helped.' 

'  So  you  think  she  is  in  for  it  ?  I  hope  not ;  but  she  ha«  not 
been  herself  of  late.' 

'  I  think  she  misses  what  she  has  been  used  to  from  him,  and 
thinks  him  estranged,  but  I  trust  it  goes  no  further.  I  see  she 
is  out  of  spirits ;  I  wish  I  could  help  her,  dear  girl,  but  the  worst 
of  all  would  be  to  let  her  guess  the  real  name  and  meaning  of  all 
this,  so  I  can't  venture  to  say  a  word.' 

*  She  is  very  innocent  of  novels,'  said  Charles,  ^  and  that  is 
well.  It  would  be  an  unlucky  business  to  have  our  poor  beauty 
either  sitting  '  like  Patience  on  a  monument,'  *  or  cockit  up  on 
a  baggage- waggon.'  But  that  will  never  be.  Philip  is  not  the 
man  to  have  a  wife  in  barracks.  .He  would  have  her  like  his 
books,  in  morocco,  or  not  at  all.' 

*  He  would  never  involve  her  in  discomforts.  He  may  be 
entirely  trusted,  and  as  long  as  he  goes  on  as  he  has  begun, 
there  is  no  harm  done ;  Laura  will  cheer  up,  will  only  consider 
him  as  her  cousin  and  friend,  and  never  know  he  has  felt  more 
for  her.' 

*  Her  going  to  L^land  is  very  fortunate.' 

'  It  has  made  me  still  more  glad  that  the  plan  should  take 
place  at  once.' 

*  And  you  say  *  nothing  to  nobody  ?' ' 

'  Of  course  not.  We  must  not  let.him  guess  we  have  observed 
anything ;  there  is  no  need  to  make  your  father  uncomfortable, 
and  such  things  need  not'dawn  on  Amy's  imagination.' 

It  may  be  wondered  at  that  Mrs.  Edmonstone  should  confide 
such  a  subject  to  her  son,  but  she  knew  that  in  a  case  really 
affecting  his  sister,  and  thus  introduced,  his  silence  was  secure. 
In  fact,  confidence  was  'the  only  way  to  prevent  the  shrewd, 
imscrupulous  raillery  which  would  have  caused  great  distress, 
and  perhaps  led  to  the  very  disclosure  to  be  deprecated.  Of  late, 
too,  there  had  been  such  a  decrease  of  petulance  in  Charles,  as 
justified  her  in  trusting  him;  and  lastly,  it  must  be  observed 
that  she  was  one  of  those  open-hearted  people  who  cannot  make 
a  discovery  nor  endure  an  anxiety  without  imparting  it.  Her 
tact,  indeed,  led  her  to  make  a  prudent  choice  of  confidants,  and 
in  this  case  her  son  was  by  far  the  best,  though  she  had  spoken 
without  premeditation.  Her  nature  would  never  have  allowed 
her  to  act  as  her  daughter  was  doing;  she  would  have  been  with- 
out the  strength  to  conceal  her  feelings,  especially  when  deprived 
of  the  safety-valve  of  free  intercomrse  with  their  object. 

The  visit  took  place  as  arranged,  and  very  uncomfortable  it 
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was  to  all  who  looked  deeper  than  the  surface.  In  the  first 
place,  Philip  found  there  the  last  person  he  wished  his  Mend  to 
meet-— Lady  Eveleen,  who  had  heen  persuaded  to  staj  for  the 
dinner  party ;  but  Mr.  Thomdale  was,  as  Charles  would  have 
said,  on  his  good  behaviour,  and,  ashamed  of  the  &scination  her 
manners  exercised  over  him,  was  resolved  to  resist  it,  answered 
her  gay  remarks  with  brief  sentences  and  stiff  smiles,  and  con- 
sorted chiefly  with  the  gentlemen. 

Laura  was  grave  and  silent,  trying  to  appear  unconscious,  and 
only  succeeding  in  being  visibly  constrained.  Philip  was  anxious 
and  stem  in  li^  attempts  to  appear  unconcerned,  and  even  Guy 
was  not  quite  as  bright  and  firee  as  usual,  being  puzzled  as  to  how 
far  he  was  forgiven  about  the  ball. 

Amabel  could  not  think  what  had  come  to  every  one,  and 
tried  in  vain  to  make  them  sociable.  Li  the  evening  they  had 
recourse  to  a  game,  said  to  be  for  Charlotte's  amusement,  but  in 
reality  to  obviate  some  of  the  stiffiiess  and  constraint ;  yet  even 
this  led  to  awkward  situations.  Each  person  was  to  set  down 
his  or  her  favourite  character  in  history  and  fiction,  flower,  virtue, 
and  time  at  which  to  have  lived,  and  these  were  all  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  writers.     The  first  read  was — 

*  Lily  of  the  valley — truth — Joan  of  Arc — Padre  Cristoforo — 
the  present  time.' 

*  Amy !'  exclaimed  GKiy. 

'  I  see  you  are  right,'  said  Charles; '  but  tell  me  your  grounds?' 

'  Padre  Christoforo,'  was  the  answer. 

'  Fancrjr  little  Amy  choosing  Joan  of  Arc,'  said  Eveleen, '  she 
who  is  amud  of  a  tolerable  si^  grasshopper.' 

'  I  should  like  to  have  been  Joan's  sister,  and  heard  her  tell 
about  her  visions,'  said  Amy. 

'  You  would  have  taught  her  to  believe  them,'  said  Philip. 

'  Taught  her !'  cried  Guy.  '  Surely  you  take  the  high  view 
of  her.' 

'  I  think,'  said  Philip, '  that  she  is  a  much  injured  person,  as 
much  by  her  friends  as  her  enemies ;  but  I  don't  pretend  to  enter 
either  enthusiastically  or  philosophically  into  her  character.' 

What  was  it  that  made  Ghiy's  brow  contract,  as  he  b^;an  to 
strip  the  feather  of  a  pen,  till,  recollecting  himself,  he  threw  it 
from  him  with  a  dash,  betraying  some  irritation,  and  folded 
his  hands. 

'  Lavender,'  read  Charlotte. 

'  What  should  make  any  one  choose  that  ?'  cried  Eveleen. 

'  I  know !'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  looking  up.  *  I  shall  never 
forget  the  tufts  of  lavender  round  the  kitchen  garden  at 
Stylehurst.' 
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Philip  smiled.  Charlotte  proceeded,  and  Charles  saw  Laura's 
colour  deepening  hb  she  hent  over  her  work. 

*  *  Lavender  —  steadfastness  —  Strafford  —  Cordelia,  in  *  King 
Lear' — ^the  late  war.'  How  funnv  1'  cried  Charlotte.  *  For  hear 
the  next:  'Honeysuckle — steadustness — Lord  Strafford — Cor- 
delia— ^the  present  time.'  Why,  Laura,  you  must  have  copied  it 
from  Philip's.' 

Laura  neither  looked  nor  spoke.  Philip  could  hardly  command 
his  countenance  as  Eveleen  laughed,  and  told  him  he  was  much 
flattered  hy  those  becoming  blu^es.  But  here  Charles  broke  in, 
— *'  Come,  make  haste,  Charlotte,  don't  be  all  night  about  it  ;* 
and  as  Charlotte  paused,  as  if  to  make  some  dangerous  remark, 
he  caught  the  paper,  and  read  the  next  himself.  Nothing  so 
startled  Philip  as  this  desire  to  cover  their  concision.  Laura 
was  only  sensible  of  the  relief  of  having  attention  drawn  from 
her  by  the  laugh  that  followed. 

<A  shamrock — Captain  Bock — ^the  tailor  that  was  'blue 
moulded  for  want  of  a  bating' — ^PatBiotism — the  time  of  Malachy 
with  the  collar  of  gold.' 

'Eva!'  cried  Charlotte. 

'Nonsense,'  said  Eveleen;  'I  am  glad  I  know  your  tastes, 
Charles.    They  do  you  honour.' 

'  More  than  yours  do,  if  these  are  yours,'  said  Charles,  reading 
them  contemptuously;  'Eose — generosity — Charles  Edward — 
Catherine  Seyton — ^the  civil  wars.' 

'  Tou  had  better  not  have  disowned  Charlie's,  Lady  Eveleen,' 
said  Ghiy. 

'  Nay,  do  you  think  I  would  put  up  with  such  a  set  as  these?' 
retorted  Chiurles ;  '  I  am  not  fallen  so  low  as  the  essence  of  young 
ladyism.' 

'  What  can  you  find  to  say  against  them  F'  said  Eveleen. 

'  Nothing,'  said  Charles.  '  No  one  ever  can  find  anything  to 
say  for  or  against  young  ladies'  tastes.' 

'  You  seem  to  be  rather  in  the  case  of  the  tailor  yourself,'  said 
Ouy,  'ready  to  do  battle,  if  you  could  but  get  any  opposition.' 

'  Only  tell  me,'  said  Amy, '  how  you  coidd  wi^  to  live  in  the 
civil  wars  P' 

'  O,  because  they  would  be  so  entertaining.' 

'  There's  Faddy,  genuine  Paddy  at  last !'  exclaimed  Charles. 
'  Depend  upon  it,  the  conventional  young  lady  wont  do,  Eva.' 

After  much  more  discussion,  and  one  or  two  more  papers,  came 
Guy's— the  last.  '  Heather— Truth— King  Charles— Sir  Galahad 
— ^the  present  time.' 

'  Sir  how  much  ?'  exclaimed  Charles. 
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*  Don't  you  know  him?'  saidGhiy.  'SirOalahad — ^the  Knight 
of  the  Siege  Perilous — ^who  won  the  Saint  Greal.' 

'  What  language  is  that  P'  said  Charles. 

*  What!  Don't  you  know  the  Morte  d' Arthur?  I  thought 
every  one  did !  Don't  you,  Philip !' 

'  1  once  looked  into  it.  It  is  very  curious,  in  classical  English ; 
but  it  is  a  book  no  one  could  read  through.' 

'  Oh !'  cried  Guy,  indignantly ;  then, '  but  you  only  looked 
into  it.  If  you  had  lived  with  its  two  fat  volumes,  you  could 
not  help  delighting  in  it.  It  was  my  boating-book  for  at  least 
three  summers.' 

'  That  accounts  for  it,'  said  Philip;  '  a  book  so  studied  in  boy- 
hood acquires  a  charm  apart  from  its  actual  merits.' 

'  But  it  has  actual  merits.  The  depth,  the  mystery,  the  alle- 
gory— ^the  beautiful  characters  of  some  of  the  knights.' 

'  You  look  through  the  medium  of  your  imagination,*  said 
Philip;  '  but  you  must  pardon  others  for  seeing  a  great  sameness 
of  character  and  adventure,  and  for  disapproving  of  the  strange 
mixture  of  religion  and  romance.' 

'  Tou've  never  read  it,'  said  Guy,  striving  to  speak  patiently. 
'A  cursory  view  is  sufficient  to  show  whether  a  book  will 
repay  the  time  spent  in  reading  it.' 

'  A  cursory  view  enable  one  to  judge  better  than  making  it 
your  study?    Eh,  Philm  ?'  said  Charles. 

'  It  is  no  paradox.  The  actual  merits  are  better  seen  by  an 
imprejudiced  stranger  than  by  an  old  friend  who  lends  them 
graces  of  his  own  devising.' 

Charles  laughed:  Guy  pushed  back  his  chair,  and  went  to 
look  out  at  the  window.  Perhaps  Philip  enjoyed  thus  chafing 
his  temper;  for  after  all  he  had  said  to  X^tura,  it  was  satisfiM^zr 
to  see  his  opinion  justified,  so  that  he  might  not  feel  himseu 
unfidr.  It  relieved  his  uneasiness  lest  his  understanding  with 
Laura  should  be  observed.  It  had  been  in  great  peril  that 
evening,  for  as  the  girls  went  up  to  bed,  Evdeen  ^uly  said, 
'  Why,  Laura,  have  you  quarrelled  with  Ci^ytain  Mor^e?' 

'How  can  you  say  such  things,  Eva?  €k>od  night.'  And 
Laura  escaped  into  her  own  room. 

'  YThat's  the  meaning  of  it,  Amy?'  pursued  Eveleen. 
*  Only  a  stranger  mi^es  us  more  fonnal,'  said  Amy. 
'  What  an  innocent  you  are!    It  is  of  no  use  to  talk  to  you!' 
said  Eveleen,  running  away. 

'  No;  but  Eva,'  said  Amy,  pursuing  her,  *  don't  go  ofp  with  a 
wrong  fancy.  Charles  has  tnised  Laura  so  much  about  Philip, 
thi^  of  course  it  makes  her  shy  of  him  before  strangers ;  and  it 
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would  never  have  done  to  laugh  about  their  choosing  the  same 
things  when  Mr.  Thomdale  was  there.* 

'  1  must  be  satisfied,  I  suppose.  I  know  that  is  what  you 
think,  for  you  could  not  say  any  other.' 

*  But  what  do  you  think  ?*  said  Amy,  puzzled. 

*  I  wont  tell  you,  lijitle  innocence — ^it  would  only  shock  you.' 

'  Nothing  you  really  thouaht  about  Laura  coidd  shock  me,' 
said  Amy;  '  I  don't  mean  what  you  might  say  in  play.' 

*  Well,  then,  shall  you  think  me  in  play  or  earnest  when  I  say 
that  I  think  Laura  likes  Philip  very  much?' 

*  In  play,'  said  Amy;  *for  you  know  that  if  we  had  not  got 
our  own  Charlie  to  show  us  what  a  brother  is,  we  should  think 
of  Phihp  as  just  the  same  as  a  brother.' 

.  '  A  brother !    You  are  pretending  to  be  more  simple  than  you 
really  are,  Amy!     Don't  you  know  what  I  mean?' 

*  0,'  said  Amy,  her  cheeks  lighting  up,  *  that  must  be  only 
play,  for  he  has  never  asked  her.' 

'Ah,  but  suppose  she  was  in  the  state  just  ready  to  be 
asked?' 

'  No,  that  could  never  be,  for  he  could  never  ask  her.' 

*Whynot,httleAmy?' 

'  Because  we  are  cousins,  and  everything,'  said  Amy,  confused. 
'  Don't  talk  any  more  about  it,  Eva;  for  though  I  know  it  is  all 
play,  I  don't  like  it,  and  mamma  would  not  wish  me  to  talk  of 
auch  things.  And  don't  you  laugh  about  it,  dear  Eva,  pray;  for 
it  only  makes  every  one  uncomfortable.     Piay!' 

Amy  had  a  very  persuasive  way  of  saying  '  pray,*  and  Eveleen 
thought  she  must  yield  to  it.  Besides,  she  respected  Laura  and 
Captain  Morville  too  much  to  resolve  to  laugh  at  them,  what- 
ever she  might  do  when  her  fear  of  the  Captain  made  her 
saucy. 

]\i&s.  Edmonstone  thought  it  best  on  all  accounts  to  sit  in  the 
drawing-room  the  next  morning ;  but  she  need  not  have  taken 
so  much  pains  to  chaperon  her  young  ladies,  for  the  gentlemen 
did  not  come  near  them. 

Laura  was  more  at  ease  in  manner,  though  very  far  from 
happy,  for  she  was  restlessly  eager  for  a  talk  with  Philip ;  while 
he  was  resolved  not  to  seek  a  private  interview,  sure  that  it 
would  excite  suspicion,  and  willing  to  lose  the  consciousness  of 
his  underhand  proceedings. 

This  was  the  day  of  the  dinner-party,  and  Lamra's  heart  leaped 

as  she  calculated  that  it  must  fall  to  PhiUp's  lot  to  hand  her 

in  to  dinner.     She  was  not  mistaken,  he  did  give  her  his  arm ; 

.  and  they  found  themselves  most  favourably  placed,  for  Philip's 

other  neighbour  was  Mrs.  Brownlow,  talking  at  a  great  rate  to 
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Mr.  de  Courcy,  and  on  Laura's  side  was  the  rather  deaf  Mr.  Hayley, 
who  had  quite  enough  to  do  to  talk  to  Miss  Brownlow.  Charles 
was  not  at  table,  and  not  one  suspicious  eye  could  rest  on  them; 
jet  it  was  not  till  the  second  course  was  in  progress  that  he 
said  anything  which  the  whole  world  might  not  have  heard. 
Something  had  passed  about  Canterbury,  and  its  distance  from 
HoUyweU. 

'  I  can  be  here  often/  said  Philip. 

'  I  am  glad.' 

*  If  you  ca4  only  be  guarded, — and  I  think  you  are  becom- 
ing so.' 

*  Is  this  a  time  to  speak  of ?    Oh,  don't!' 

'  It  is  the  only  time.  No  one  is  attending,  and  I  have  some- 
thing to  say  to  you.' 

Overpowering  her  dire  confusion,  in  obedience  to  him,  she 
looked  at  the  epergne,  and  listened. 

*  You  have  acted  prudently.     You  have  checked '  and  he 

indicated  Guy — *  without  producing  more  than  moderate  annoy- 
ance.   You. have  only  to  guard  your  self-possessio^.' 

'  It  is  very  foolish,'  she  murmured. 

'  Ordinary  women  say  so,  and  rest  contented  with  the  folly. 
You  can  do  better  things.' 

There  was  a  thrill  of  joy  at  finding  him  conversing  with  her 
as  his  *  own ;'  it  overcame  her  embarrassment  and  alarm,  and 
wishes  he  would  not  choose  such  a  time  for  speaking. 

'  How  shall  I P'  said  she. 

'  Employ  yourself.    Employ  and  strengthen  your  mind !' 

*  How  shall  I,  and  without  youp' 

*  Find  something  to  prevent  you  from  dwelling  on  the  future. 
That  drawing  is  dreamy  work,  employing  the  fingers  and  leaving 
the  mind  free.' 

'  I  have  been  trying  to  read,  but  I  cannot  fix  my  mind.' 

'  Suppose  you  ts^e  what  will  demand  attention.  Mathenuttics, 
algebra.  I  will  send  you  my  first  book  of  algebra,  and  it  will 
help  you  to  work  down  many  useless  dreams  and  anxieties.' 

'  Thank  you ;  pray  do ;  I  shall  be  veiy  glad  of  it.' 

'  You  will  find  it  give  a  power  and  stability  to  your  mind,  and 
no  longer  have  to  complain  of  frivolous  occupation.' 

'  I  don't  feel  frivolous  now,'  said  Laura,  sadly;  '  I  don't  know 
why  it  is  that  everything  is  so  altered,  I  am  really  happier,  but 
my  light  heart  is  gone.' 

'  You  have  but  now  learnt  the  full  powers  of  your  soul,  Laura; 
vou  have  left  the  world  of  childhood,  with  the  gay  feelings  which 
have  no  depth.' 

'  I  have  what  is  better,*  she  whispered. 
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'  You  have,  indeed.  But  those  feelings  must  be  regulated ; 
and  strengthening  the  intellect  strengthens  the  governing  power.' 

Philip,  with  all  his  sense,  was  mj^ifying  himself,  because  he 
was  departing  from  right,  the  only  true  'good  sense.*  His 
rig^t  judgnient  in  all  things  was  becoming  obscured,  so  he  talked 
metaphysical  jargon  instead  of  plain  practical  truth,  and  thought 
he  was  teachmg  Laura  to  strengthen  her  powers  of  mind,  in- 
stead of  giving  way  to  dreams,  when  he  was  only  leading  her 
to  stifle  meditation,  and  thus  securing  her  complete  submission 
to  himself. 

She  was  happier  after  this  conversation,  and  better  able  to  pay 
attention  to  the  guests,  nor  did  she  feel  guilty  when  obliged  to 
play  and  sing  in  the  evening — for  she  knew  he  must  own  that 
she  could  do  no  otherwise. 

Lady  Eveleen  gave,  however,  its  brilliancy  to  the  party.  She 
had  something  wonderfully  winning  and  faecinating  about  her, 
and  Philip  owned  to  himself  that  it  took  no  small  resolution  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Thomdale  to  keep  so  steadily  aloof  from  the 
party  in  the  bay  window,  where  she  was  reigning  like  a  queen,, 
and  inspiring  gaiety  like  a  fairy.  She  made  Guy  sing  with  her; 
it  was  the  fbrst  time  he  had  ever  sung,  except  among  themselves, 
as  Mrs.  Edmonstone  had  never  known  whether  he  would  like  to 
be  asked;  but  Eveleen  refused  to  sing  some  of  the  Lish  melodies 
unless  he  would  join  her,  and  without  making  any  difficulty  he 
did  so.  Mrs.  Brownlow  professed  to  be  electnfied,  and  Eveleen 
declaring  that  she  knew  she  sung  like. a  peacock,  told  Mrs. 
Brownlow  that  the  thing  to  hear  was  Sir  Guy  singing  glees  with 
Laui:a  and  Amy.  Of  com*se,  they  were  obliged  to  sing.  Mrs. 
Brownlow  was  delighted ;  and  as  she  had  considerable  knowledge 
of  music,  they  all  grew  jeager;  and  Philip  thought  it  very  foolish 
of  Guy  to  allow  so  much  of  his  talent  and  enthusiasm  to  display 
themselves. 

When  all  the  people  were  gone,  and  the  home  party  had  wished 
each  other  good-night,  Philip  lingered  in  the  drawing-room  to- 
finish  a  letter.  Guy,  after  helping  Charles  up  stairs,  came  down 
a  few  moments  after,  to  fetch  something  which  he  had  forgotten. 
Philip  looked  up, — *  You  contributed  greatly  to  the  entertain- 
ment this  evening,'  he  said. 

Guy  coloured,  not  quite  sure  that  this  was  not  said  sarcas- 
ticalh^,  and  provoked  with  himself  for  being  vexed. 

'  lou  think  one  devoid  of  the  sixth  sense  has  no  right  to 
gpeaky'  said  Philip. 

'  I  can't  expect  all  to  think  it,  as  I  do,  one  of  the  best  things 
in  this  world  or  out  of  it,'  said  Guy,  speaking  quickly. 

'  I  know  it  is  so  felt  by  those  who  understand  its  secrets,'  said 
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Philip.  'I  would  not  depreciate  it;  so  jou  may  hear  me 
patiently,  Guy.  I  only  meant  to  warn  you,  that  it  is  often  the 
means  of  bringing  persons  into  imdeairable  intimacies,  from  which 
they  cannot  £sentangle  themselves  as  easily  as  they  enter  them.' 

A  flush  crossed  Guy's  cheek,  but  it  passed,  and  he  simply  said 
— '  I  suppose  it  may.     Gt)od-night.' 

Philip  looked  after  him,  and  pondered  on  what  it  was  that 
had  annoyed  him — ^manner,  words,  or  advice.  He  ascribed  it  to 
Guy's  unwillingness  to  be  advised,  since  he  had  observed  that 
his  counsel  was  apt  to  irritate  him,  though  his  good  sense  often 
led  him  to  follow  it.  In  the  present  case,  Philip  thought  Mrs. 
Brownlow  and  her  society  by  no  means  desirable  for  a  youth 
like  Guy;  and  he  was  quite  right. 

Philip  and  his  friend  went  the  next  morning;  and  in  the 
afternoon  Laura  received  the  book  of  algebra — a  very  original 
first  gift  from  a  lover.  It  came  openly,  with  a  full  understanding 
that  she  was  to  use  it  by  his  recommendation ;  her  mother  and 
brother  both  thought  they  understood  the  motive,  which  one 
thought  very  wise,  and  the  other  very  characteristic. 

Lord  Kilooran  and  Lady  Eveleen  also  departed.  Eveleen  very 
aorry  to  go,  though  a  little  comforted  by  the  prospect  of  seeing 
Laiua  BO  soon  in  Ireland,  where  she  would  set  her  going  in  aU 
kinds  of  '  rationalities — treading,  and  school  teaching,  and  every- 
thing else.' 

'  Ay,'  said  Charles,  when  all  were  out  of  hearing  but  his 
mother;  'and  I  shrewdly  suspect  the  comfort  would  be  still 
greater  if  it  was  Sir  Guy  MorvUle  who  was  coming.' 

*It  Would  be  no  bad  thing,'  said  his  mother;  'Eveleen  is  a 
nice  creature,  with  great  capabilities.' 

'  Ci^abilities !  but  will  they  ever  come  to  anything?' 

'In  &few  years,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone;  'and  he  is  a  mere 
boy  at  present,  so  there  is  plenty  of  time  for  both  to  develop 
themselves.' 

'  Most  true,  madame  mere ;  but  it  remains  to  be  proved  whether 
the  liking  for  Sir  Guy,  which  has  taken  hold  of  my  lady  Eveleen, 
is  strong  enough  to  withstand  all  the  coquetting  with  young 
Irishmen,  and  2l  the  idling  at  Kilcoran.'  ^ 

'  I  hope  she  has  something  better  to  be  relied  on  than  the 
liking  for  Sir  Guy.' 

'  Ton  may  well  do  so ;  for  I  think  he  has  no  notion  of  throw- 
ing off  his  allegiance  to  you — ^his  first  and  only  love.  He  liked 
very  weU  to  make  fun  with  Eva ;  but  he  regarded  her  rather  as 
a  siren,  who  drew  him  off  from  his  Latin  and  Greek.' 

'  Tes ;  I  am  ashamed  of  myself  for  such  afit  of  match-making ! 
Forget  it,  Charlie,  as  fast  as  you  can.' 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

This  warid's  wealth,  when  I  think  o'  t, 

Its  pride,  and  a*  the  lave  o'  t^ 
Fie,  fie  on  silly  coward  man. 

That  he  should  be  the  slave  o'  t— BuBKS. 

IN  another  week  Mr.  Edmonstone  and  his  eldest  diiaehterwere 
to  depart  on  their  Irish  journey.  Laura,  hesides  the  natural 
pain  in  leaving  home,  was  sorry  to  he  no  longer  near  Philip,  espe- 
cially as  it  was  not  likely  that  he  would  be  still  at  Broadstone  on 
their  return ;  yet  she  was  so  restless  and  dissatbfied,  that  any 
change  was  welcome,  and  the  fear  of  betraying  herself  ahnost  took 
away  the  pleasure  of  his  presence. 

He  met  them  at  the  railway  station  at  Broadstone,  where  Mr. 
Edmonstone,  finding  himself  much  too  early,  recollected  some- 
thing he  had  forgotten  in  the  town,  and  left  his  diuighter  to  walk 
up  and  down  the  platform  under  Philip's  charge.  They  felt  it  a 
precious  interval,  but  both  were  out  of  spirits,  and  could  hardly 
profit  by  it, 

*  Tou  will  be  gone  long  before  we  come  back/  said  Laura. 
'  In  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  probably.' 

'But  you  will  still  be  able  to  come  to  Hollywell  now  and 
then?' 

'  I  hope  so.  It  is  all  the  pleasure  I  can  look  for.  We  shall 
never  see  such  a  summer  again.' 

'  Oh,  it  has  been  a  memorable  one !' 

'  Memorable !  Yes.  It  has  given  me  an  assurance  that  com- 
pensates for  all  I  have  lost ;  yet  it  has  made  me  feel,  more  than 
ever  before,  how  poverty  withers  a  man's  hopes.' 

'O,  Philip,  I  always  thought  your  poverty  a  great,  noble 

ton  thought  like  a  generous-tempered  girl,  who  has  known 
of  its  effects.' 
'  And  do  you  know  that  Quy  says,  the  thing  to  be  proud  of,  is 
of  holding  tike  place  you  do,  without  the  aid  of  rank  or  riches.' 

'  I  womd  not  have  it  otherwise— I  would  not  for  worlds  that 
my  father  had  acted  otherwise,'  said  Philip.  *  You  understand 
that,  Laura.' 

*  Of  course  I  do.' 

'  But  when  you  speak — ^when  Guy  speaks  of  my  holding  the 
place  I  do,  you  little  know  what  it  is  to  feel  that  powers  of  use- 
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fulness  are  wasted — ^to  know  I  have  tlie  means  of  working  my 
way  to  honour  and  distinction,  such  as  you  would  raoice  in, 
Laura,  to  have  it  all  within,  yet  feel  it  thrown  away.  Locksley 
Hall,  again — '  every  door  is  barred  with  gold,  and  opens  but  to 
golden  keys." 

'  I  wish  there  was  anything  to  be  done,*  said  Laura. 

'  It  is  my  profession  that  is  the  bar  to  everything.  I  have 
sold  the  best  years  of  my  life,  and  for  what  ?  To  see  my  sister 
degrade  herself  by  that  marriage.' 

'  That  is  the  real  grief,'  said  Laura. 

'  But  for  that,  I  should  never  have  cast  a  look  back  on  what  I 
rdinquished.  However,  why  do  I  talk  of  these  things,  these  vain 
regrets  P  They  only  occurred  because  my  welfare  does  not  con- 
cern myself  alone — and  here's  your  father.' 

Mr.  iBdmonstone  returned,  out  of  breath,  in  too  much  bustle 
to  remark  his  daughter's  blushes.  Even  when  the  train  was 
moving  off,  he  still  had  his  head  out  at  the  window,  calling  to 
Philip  that  they  should  expect  a  visit  from  him  as  soon  as  ever 
they  returned. 

Such  cordiality  gave  Philip  a  pang ;  and  in  bitterness  of  spirit 
he  walked  back  to  the  barracks.  On  the  way  he  met  Mrs.  Deane, 
who  wanted  to  consult  him  about  inviting  his  cousin.  Sir  GKiy,  to 
a  dinner-party  she  intended  to  give  next  week.  '  Such  an  agree- 
able, sensible  youth,  and  we  feel  we  owe  him'  some  attention,  he 
took  so  much  pains  to  make  wologies  about  the  ball.' 

'  I  dare  say  he  will  be  very  happy  to  come.' 

'  We  will  write  at  once.  He  is  a  very  fine  young  man,  without 
a  shade  of  vanity  or  nonsense.' 

'  Yes ;  he  has  very  pleasant,  unaffected  manners.' 

'  I  am  sure  he  will  do  credit  to  his  estate.  It  is  a  very  hand- 
some fortune,  is  it  not  P' 

'  It  is  a  very  lai^  property.' 

'  I  am  glad  of  it  *,  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  see  him  one  of  the 
first  men  of  his  time.' 

These  words  brought  into  contrast  in  Philip's  mind  the  differ- 
ence between  Guy's  position  and  his  own.  ^e  mere  possession 
of  wealth  was  winning  for  Guy,  at  an  age  wheii  his  merits  could 
only  be  n^;ative,  that  estimation  which  his  own  tried  character 
had  scarcdy  acMeved,  placing  him  not  merely  on  a  level  with 
himself,  but  in  a  dtua&on  where  happiness  and  influence  came 
unbidden.  His  own  talents,  attainments,  and  equal,  if  not  supe- 
rior claims,  to  gentle  blood,  could  not  procure  him  what  seemed 
to  lie  at  Giiy's  feet.  His  own  ability  and  Laura's  heart  alone 
were  what  wealth  could  not  affect ;  yet  when  he  thought  how 
the  want  of  it  wasted  the  one,  and  injured  the  hopes  of  the  other, 
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he  recurred  to  certain  visions  of  his  sister  Margaret^s,  in  dajs 
gone  by,  of  what  he  was  to  do  as  Sir  Philip,  loi^  of  Bedclyffe. 
He  was  speculating  on  what  would  hare  happened  had  Guy  died 
in  his  sickly  in&ncy,  when,  suddenly  recollecting  himself,  he 
turned  his  mind  to  other  objects. 

Guy  was  not  much  charmed  with  Mrs.  Deane's  invitation.  He 
said  he  knew  he  must  go  to  make  up  for  his  rudeness  about  the 
ball ;  but  he  grumbled  enough  to  make  Mrs.  Edmonstone  laugh 
at  him  for  being  so  stupid  as  to  want  to  stay  hum-drum  in  the 
chinmey  comer.  No  doubt  it  was  vexy  pleasant  there.  There 
was  that  peculiar  snugness  which  belongs  to  a  remnant  of  a  large 
party,  when  each  member  of  it  feels  bound  to  prevent  the  rest 
from  being  dull.  Guy  devoted  himself  to  Charles  more  than  ever, 
and  in  the  fear  that  he  mi^t  miss  the  late  variety  of  amusement, 
exerted  even  more  of  his  powers  of  entertainment  than  Lady 
Eveleen  had  called  forth. 

There  were  grave  readings  in  the  mornings,  and  long  walks  in 
the  afternoons,  when  he  dragged  Charles,  in  his  chair,  into  many 
a  place  he  had  never  expected  to  see  again,  and  enabled  him  ic> 
accompany  his  mother  and  sisters  in  many  a  delightful  expedi- 
tion. In  the  evening  there  was  music,  or  light  reading,  especi- 
ally poeti^,  as  this  was  encouraged  by  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  in  the 
idea  that  it  was  better  that  so  excitable  and  enthusiastic  a  person 
as  Guy  should  have  his  objects  of  admiration  tested  by  Charles's 
love  of  ridicule. 

Mr.  Edmonstone  had  left  to  Guy  the  office  of  keeping  the  1st 
of  September,  one  which  he  greaUy  relished.  Indeed,  when  he 
thought  of  his  own  deserted  manors,  he  was  heard  to  exclaim,  in 
commiseration  for  the  neglect,  '  Poor  partridges !'  The  Holly- 
well  shooting  was  certainly  not  like  that  at  I^ddyffe,  where  he 
could  hardly  walk  out  of  his  own  grounds,  whereas  here  he  had 
to  bear  in  mind  so  many  boundaries,  that  Phihp  was  expecting  to 
have  to  help  him  out  of  some  direful  scrape.  He  had  generally 
walked  over  the  whole  extent,  and  assured  himself  that  the  birds 
were  very  wild,  and  Bustle  the  best  of  dogs,  before  breakfast,  so 
as  to  be  ready  for  all  the  occupations  of  the  day.  He  could 
scarcely  be  grateful  when  the  neighbours,  thinking  it  must  be 
very  dull  for  him  to  be  left  alone  with  Mrs.  Edmonstone  and  hor 
crippled  son,  used  to  ask  him  to  shoot  or  dine.  He  always 
lamented  at  first,  and  ended  by  enjoying  himself. 

One  night,  he  came  home,  in  such  a  state  of  eagerness,  that 
-  he  must  needs  tell  his  good  news ;  and,  finding  no  one  in  the 
drawins^-room,  he  ran  up  stairs,  opened  Charles's  door,  and  ex- 
claimed—' There 's  to  be  a  concert  at  Broadstoue !'     Then  per- 
ceiving that  Charles  was  fast  asleep,  he  retreated  noiselessly,  re- 
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serving  his  rejoicings  till  morning,  when  it  appeared  that  Charles 
had  heard,  bat  had  woven  the  annooncement  into  a  dream. 

This  concert  filled  Guy's  head.  His  only  grief  was  that  it  was 
to  he  in  the  evening,  so  that  Charles  could  not  go  to  it ;  and  his 
wonder  was  not  repressed  at  finding  that  Philip  did  not  mean  to 
favour  it  with  his  presence,  since  Guy  would  suffice  for  squire  to 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  and  her  daughters. 

In  fact,  Philip  was  somewhat  annoyed  by  the  perpetual  conver- 
sation about  the  concert,  and  on  the  day  on  which  it  was  to  take 
place  resolved  on  making  a  long  expedition  to  visit  the  rains  of 
an  old  abbey,  far  out  of  all  reports  of  it.  As  he  was  setting  out, 
he  was  greeted,  in  a  very  loud  voice,  by  Mr.  Gordon. 

*  Hollo,  Morville !  how  are  you  ?  So  you  have  great  doings 
to-night,  I  hear !'  and  he  had  only  just  forced  himself  firom  him, 
when  he  was  again  accosted,  this  time  in  a  hasty,  embarrassed 
manner, — 

*  I  beg  your  pardon,  sir,  but  the  ties  of  relationship ' 

He  drew  himself  up  as  if  he  was  on  parade,  &ced  round,  and 
replied  with  an  emphatic  'Sir!'  as  he  beheld  a  thin,  foreign- 
looking  man,  in  a  somewhat  flashy  style  of  dress,  who,  bowing 
low,  repeated  breathlessly, — 

'  I  beg  your  pardon — Sir  Guy  Morville,  I  believe  ?' 

'  Captain  Morville,  sir.' 

*  I  beg  your  pardon — I  mistook.  A  thousand  pardons,'  and 
he  retreated ;  while  Philip,  after  a  moment's  wonder,  pursued  his 
walk. 

The  HoUywell  parfy  entered  Broadstone  in  a  veiy  different 
temper,  and  greatly  did  they  enjoy  the  concert,  both  for  them- 
selves and  for  each  other.  In  the  midst  of  it,  while  Amy  was 
intent  on  the  Italian  words  of  a  song,  Guy  touched  her  hand, 
and  pointed  to  a  line  in  the  programe — 

Soh  on  the  Viclin    ....    Mb.  S.  B.  Dixov. 

She  looked  up  in  his  face  with  an  expression  full  of  inquiiy: 
bat  it  was  no  time  for  speaking,  and  she  only  saw  how  the 
colour  mantled  on  his  cheek  when  the  violinist  appeared,  and 
how  he  looked  down  the  whole  time  of  the  performance,  only 
now  and  then  venturing  a  furtive  though  earnest  glance. 

He  did  not  say  anything  till  they  were  seated  in  the  carriage, 
and  then  astonished  Mrs.  Edmonstone  by  exclaiming — 

'  It  must  be  my  uncle ! — I  am  sure  it  must.  I'll  nde  to  Broad- 
stone  the  first  thmg  to-morrow,  and  find  him  out.' 

'  Your  uncle !'  exclaimed  MmEdmonstone.  *  1  never  thought 
of  that.' 

'  S.  B.  Dixon !'  said  Guy.     '  I  know  his  name  is  Sebastian. 
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It  cannot  be  any  one  else.  You  know  he  went  to  America. 
How  curious  it  is !  I  suppose  there  is  no  fear  of  his  being  gone 
before  1  can  come  in  to-morrow.' 

'  I  should  think  not.     Those  musical  people  keep  late  hours.' 

*  I  would  go  before  breakfast.  Perhaps  it  would  be  best  to  go 
to  old  Bedford,  he  will  know  all  about  him ;  or  to  the  music- 
shop.    I  am  so  glad !     It  is  the  very  thing  I  always  wished.' 

'  I)id  you  P'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone  to  herself.  '  I  can't  say 
every  one  would  be  of  your  mind ;  but  I  can't  help  liking  you 
the  better  for  it.  I  wish  the  man  had  kept  further  off.  I  wish 
Mr.  Edmonstone  was  at  home.  I  hope  no  harm  will  come  of 
it.  I  wonder  what  I  ought  to  do.  Shall  I  caution  him  ?  No ;  I 
don't  think  I  can  spoil  his  happiness — and  perhaps  the  man  may 
be  improved.  He  is  his  nearest  relation,  and  I  have  no  right  tx> 
interfere.  His  own  good  sense  will  protect  him — but  I  wish 
Mr.  Edmonstone  was  at  home.' 

She  therefore  did  not  check  his  expressions  of  delight,  nor 
object  to  his  going  to  Broadstone  early  the  next  morning.  He 
had  just  dismounted  before  the  inn-yard,  when  a  boy  put  a  note 
into  his  hand,  and  he  was  so  absorbed  in  its  contents,  that  he  did 
not  perceive  Philip  till  after  two  greetings  had  passed  unheard. 
When  at  length  he  was  recalled,  he  started,  and  exclaimed, 
rapturously,  as  he  put  the  note  into  his  cousin's  hand, — 

*  See  here— it  is  himself!' 
'Who?' 

'  My  uncle.     My  poor  mother's  own  brother.' 

*  Sebastian  Bach  Dixon,'  read  Philip.  '  Ha !  it  was  he  who 
took  me  for  you  yesterday.' 

*  1  saw  him  at  the  concert — I  was  sure  it  could  be  no  other. 
I  came  in  on  purpose  to  find  him,  and  here  he  is  waiting  for  me. 
Is  not  it  a  happy  chance?' 

*  Happy !'  echoed  Philip,  in  a  far  different  tone. 

*  How  I  have  longed  for  this^-for  any  one  who  could  remember 
and  tell  me  of  her — of  my  mother — ^my  poor,  dear  yoimg  mother! 
And  her  own  brother !  I  have  been  thinking  of  it  all  night, 
and  he  knows  I  am  here,  and  is  as  ei^er  as  myself.  He  is  wait- 
ing for  me,'  ended  Guy,  hurrying  off. 

*  Stop !'  said  Philip,  gravely.  *  Think  before  acting.  I  seriously 
advise  you  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  man,  at  least  person- 
ally.    Let  me  see  him,  and  learn  what  he  wants.' 

'  He  wants  me,'  impatiently  answered  Guy.  *  You  are  not  his 
nephew.' 

*  Thank  heaven!'  thought  Philip.  *Do  you  imagine  your 
relationship  is  the  sole  cause  of  his  seeking  you  ?' 
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.  *  I  don't  know — I  don't  care !'  cried  Ghiy,  with  vehemence. 
'  I  will  not  listen  to  suspicions  of  my  mother's  brother.' 

•  '  It  is  more  than  suspicion.  Hear  me  calmly.  I  speak  for 
your  good.  I  know  this  man's  influence  was  fatal  to  your 
father.  I  know  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  widen  the  breach  with 
your  grandfather.' 

'  That  was  eighteen  years  ago/  said  Guy,  walking  on,  biting 
his  lip  in  a  fiery  fit  of  impatience. 

'  You  will  not  hear.  Kemember,  that  his  position  and  asso- 
ciates render  him  no  fit  companion  for  you.  Nay,  listen  patiently. 
You  cannot  help  the  relationship.  1  would  not  have  you  do 
otherwise  than  assist  him.  Let  him  not  complain  of  neglect, 
but  be  on  your  guard.  He  will  either  seriously  injure  you,  or 
be  a  burden  for  life.' 

'  I  have  heard  you  so  far — I  can  hear  no  more,'  said  Ghiy,  no 
longer  restraining  his  impetuosity.  *  He  is  my  uncle,  that  I 
know ;  I  care  for  nothing  else.  Position — ^nonsense !  what  has 
that  to  do  with  it  ?     I  will  not  be  set  against  him.' 

He  strode  off;  but  in  a  few  moments  turned  back,  overtook 
Philip,  said — 

*  Thank  you  for  your  advice.  I  beg  your  pardon  for  my  has- 
tiness. You  mean  kindly,  but  I  must  see  my  imcle.'  And, 
without  waiting  for  an  answer,  he  was  gone. 

In  short  space  he  was  in  the  little  parlour  of  the  music-shop, 
shaking  hands  with  his  uncle,  and  exclaiming, — 

'  I  am  so  glad !     I  hoped  it  was  you !' 

'  It  is  very  noble-heaited !  I  might  have  known  it  would  be 
so  with  the  son  of  my  dearest  sister  and  of  my  generous  friend !' 
cried  Mr.  Dixon,  with  eagerness  that  had  a  theatrical  air,  though 
it  was  genuine  feeling  that  filled  his  eyes  vrith  tears. 

*  I  saw  you  name  last  night,'  continued  Guy.  '  I  would  have 
tried  to  speak  to  you  at  once,  but  I  was  obliged  to  stay  with 
Mrs.  Edmonstone,  as  I  was  the  only  gentleman  with  her.' 

'  Ah !  I  thought  it  possible  you  mi^t  not  be  able  to  follow 
the  dictates  of  your  own  heart ;  but  this  is  a  fortunate  conjunc- 
ture, in  the  absence  of  your  guardian.' 

Guy  recollected  Philip's  remonstrance,  and  it  crossed  him 
whether  his  guardian  ought  be  of  the  same  mind ;  but  he  felt 
confident  in  having  told  all  to  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 

<  How  did  you  know  I  was  here  P'  he  asked. 

'  I  learnt  it  in  a  most  gratifying  way.  Mr.  Bedford,  without 
knowing  our  connexion — ^for  on  that  I  will  always  be  silent — 
mentioned  that  the  finest  tenor  he  had  ever  known,  in  a  amateur, 
belonged  to  his  pupil^  Sir  Guy  Morville.    You  can  imagine  my 
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feelings  ab  finding  you  so  near,  and  learning  that  you  had  in- 
herited your  dear  mother's  talent  and  taste.' 

The  conversation  was  long,  for  there  was  much  to  hear.  Mr. 
Dixon  had  kept  up  a  correspondence  at  long  intervals  with 
Markham,  from  whom  he  heard  that  his  sister's  child  survived, 
and  was  kindly  treated  by  his  grandfather ;  and  inquiring  again 
on  the  death  of  old  Sir  Guy,  harat  that  he  was  gone  to  live 
with  his  guardian,  whose  name  and  residence  Majrkham  had  not 
thought  fit  to  divulge.  He  had  been  much  rejoiced  to  hear  his 
name  from  the  music-master,  and  he  went  on  to  tell  how  he  had 
been  misled  by  the  name  of  Morville  into  addressing  the  captain, 
who  had  a  good  deal  of  general  resemblance  to  G^y's  fiither,  a 
fine  taU  young  man,  of  the  same  upright,  proud  deportment. 
He  supposed  he  was  the  son  of  the  Archdeacon,  and  remembering 
how  strongly  his  own  proceedings  had  been  discountenanced  at 
Stylehurst,  nad  been  much  disconcerted ;  and  deeming  the  en- 
counter a  bad  omen,  had  used  more  caution  in  his  advances  to 
his  nephew.  It  was  firom  sincere  affection  that  he  sought  his 
acquaintance,  though  very  doubtful  as  to  the  reception  he  might 
meet,  and  was  both  delighted  and  surprised  at  suchunembarrassed, 
open-hearted  affection. 

The  unde  and  nephew  were  not  made  to  understand  each 
other.  Sebastian  Dixon  was  a  man  of  little  education,  and  when, 
in  earlv  youth,  his  talents  had  placed  him  high  in  his  own  line, 
he  had  led  a  careless,  extravagant  life.  Though  an  evil  friend, 
and  fatal  counsellor,  he  had  been  truly  attached  to  Guy's  father, 
and  the  secret  engagement,  and  runaway  marriage  with  his  beau- 
tiful sister,  had  be^  the  romance  of  his  life,  promoted  by  him 
with  no  selfiish  end.  He  was  a  proud  and  passionate  man,  and 
resenting  Sir  Guy's  refrisal  to  recdve  his  sister  as  a  daughter, 
almost  as  much  as  Sir  Guy  was  incensed  at  the  marriage,  had 
led  lus  brother-in-law  to  act  in  a  manner  which  cut  off  the  hope 
of  reconciliation,  and  obliged  Archdeacon  Morville  to  give  up 
his  cause.  He  had  gloried  in  supporting  his  sister  and  her 
husband,  and  enabling  them  to  set  the  old  baronet  at  defiance. 
But  young  Morville's  territorial  pride  could  not  brook  that  he 
should  be  maintained,  and  especially  that  his  child,  the  heir  of 
Bedclyffe,  should  be  bom  while  he  was  living  at  the  expense  of  a 
musician.  This  feeling,  aided  by  a  yearning  for  home,  and  a 
secret  love  for  his  father,  mastered  his  resen^ent ;  he  took  his 
resolution,  quarrelled  with  Dixon,  and  carried  off  his  wife,  bent 
¥nth  desperation  on  forcing  his  father  into  receiving  her. 

Sebastian  had  not  surmounted  his  anger  at  this  step  when 
he  leamt  its  fatal  consequences.  Ever  since  that  time,  nothing 
had  prospered  with  him :  he  had  married  and  sunk  himself  lower. 
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and  though  he  had  an  excellent  engagement,  the  days  were  past 
when  he  was  the  fashion,  and  his  gains  and  his  triumphs  were 
not  what  they  had  been.  He  had  a  long  list  of  disappointments 
and  jealousies  with  which  to  entertain  Guy,  who,  on  his  side, 
though  resolved  to  like  him,  and  dreading  to  be  too  refined  to 
be  friends  with  his  relations,  could  not  feel  as  thoroughly  pleased 
as  he  intended  to  have  been. 

Music  was,  however,  a  subject  on  which  they  could  meet  with 
equal  enthusiasm,  and  by  means  of  tins,  together  with  the  aid 
of  his  own  imagination,  Guy  contrived  to  be  very  happy.  He 
stayed  with  his  uncle  as  long  as  he  could,  and  promised  to  spend 
a  day  with  him  in  London,  on  his  way  to  Oxford,  in  October. 

The  next  morning,  when  Philip  knew  that  Gruy  would  be  with 
his  tutor,  he  walked  to  HoUywell,  came  istraight  up  to  his  aunt's 
dressing-room,  asked  her  to  send  Charlotte  down  to  practise, 
and,  seating  himself  opposite  to  her,  began — 

'  What  do  you  mean  to  do  about  this  unfortunate  rencontre  ?' 

'  Do  you  mean  Guy  and  his  uncle  P  He  is  verv  much  pleased, 
poor  boy !    I  like  his  entire  freedom  from  false  shame.' 

'  A  little  true  shame  would  be  hardly  misplaced  about  such  a 
connexion.' 

'  It  is  not  his  fault,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  his  misfortune,' 
said  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 

*  That  it  will  certainly  be,'  replied  Philip, '  if  we  are  not  on  our 
guard ;  and,  indeed,  if  we  are,  there  is  little  to  be  done  with  one 
so  wilful.  I  might  as  well  have  interfered  with  the  course  of  a 
whirlwind.' 

'  No,  no,  Philip ;  he  is  too  candid  to  be  wilful.' 

'  I  cannot  be  of  you  opinion,  when  I  have  seen  him  rushing 
into  this  acquaintance  in  spite  of  the  warnings  he  must  have  had 
here — ^to  say  nothing  of  myself.' 

'  Nay,  there  I  muist  defend  him,  though  you  will  think  me 
very  unwise ;  I  could  not  feel  that  I  ought  to  withhold  him  from 
taking  some  notice  of  so  near  a  relation.' 

Plulip  did  think  her  so  unwise,  that  he  could  only  reply, 
gravely,— 

^  We  must  hope  it  may  produce  no  evil  effects.' 

'  How !'  she  exdaimed,  much  alarmed.  '  Have  you  heard  any- 
thing against  him  P' 

'  You  remember,  of  course,  that  Guy's  father  was  regularly 
the  victim  of  this  Dixon.' 

'  Yes,  yes ;  but  he  has  had  enough  to  sober  him.  Do  you 
know  nothing  more  P'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  growing  nervously 
anxious  lest  she  had  been  doing  wrong  in  her  husband's  absence. 

'I  have  been  inquiring  about  him  from  old  Bedford,  and  I 
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should  judge  him  to  be  a  most  dangerous  companion  ;  as,  indeed, 
I  could  have  told  from  his  whole  air,  which  is  completely  that 
of  a  roue,^ 

'  You  have  seen  him,  then  P' 

'  Yes.  He  paid  me  the  compliment  of  taidng  me  for  Sir  Guy, 
and  of  course  made  off  in  dismay  when  he  discovered  on  whom 
he  had  fallen.  I  have  seldom  seen  a  less  creditable-looking 
individual.' 

'  But  what  did  Mr.  Bedford  say?  Did  he  know  of  the  con- 
nexion ?' 

'  No ;  I  am  lu^py  to  say  he  did  not.  The  fellow  has  decency 
enough  not  to  boast  of  that.  Well,  Bedford  did  not  know  much 
of  >^""  personally:  he  said  he  had  once  been  much  thought  of, 
and  had  considerable  talent  and  execution ;  but  taste  changes, 
or  he  has  lost  something,  so  that,  though  he  stands  tolerably 
high  in  his  profession,  he  is  not  a  leader.  So  much  for  his  mu- 
si^  reputation.  As  to  his  character,  he  is  one  of  those  people 
who  are  called  no  one's  enemy  but  their  own,  exactly  the 
introduction  Guy  has  hitherto  happily  wanted  to  every  sort  of 
mischief/ 

'  I  think,*  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  trying  to  console  herself, 
'  that  Guy  is  too  much  afraid  of  small  famts  to  be  invited  by 
larger  evUs.  While  he  punishes  himself  for  an  idle  word,  he  is 
not  likely  to  go  wrong  in  greater  matters.' 

*  Not  at  present.' 

'  Is  the  man  in  debt  or  difficulties  P  Guy  heard  nothing  of 
that,  and  I  thought  it  a  good  sign.' 

'  I  don't  suppose  he  is.  He  ought  not,  for  he  has  a  fixed 
salary,  besides  what  he  gets  by  playing  at  concerts  when  it  is 
not  the  London  season.  The  wasting  money  on  a  spendthrift 
relation  would  be  a  far  less  evil  than  what  I  apprehend.' 

•  I  wish  I  knew  what  to  do!  It  is  very  unlucky  that  your 
uncle  is  from  home.' 

'Very.' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  frightened  by  the  sense  of  responsi- 
bility, and  was  only  anxious  to  catch  hold  of  something  to 
direct  her. 

'  What  would  vou  have  me  do  P'  she  asked,  hopelessly. 

'  Speak  seriously  to  Guy.  He  must  attend  to  you:  he  cannot 
fly  out  with  a  woman  as  he  does  with  me.  Show  him  the  evils 
that  must  result  from  such  an  intimacy.  If  Dixon  was  in  dis- 
tress, I  would  not  say  a  word,  for  he  would  be  bound  to  assist 
him ;  but  as  it  is,  the  acquaintance  can  serve  no  purpose  but 
degrading  Guy,  and  showing  him  the  way  to  evil.  Above  all, 
make  a  point  of  his  giving  up  visiting  him  in  London.     That  is 
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the  sure  road  to  evil.  A  jouth.  of  his  age,  under  the  conduct 
of  a  worn-out  roue,  connected  with  the  theatres!  I  can  hardly 
imagine  anything  more  mischievous.* 

*  Yes,  yes ;  I  will  speak  to  him,*  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  per- 
fectly appalled. 

She  promised,  but  she  found  the  fulfilment  difficult,  in  her 
dislike  of  vexing  Guy,  her  fear  of  saying  what  was  wrong,  and 
a  doubt  whether  the  appearance  of  perse6uting  Mr.  Dixon  was 
not  the  very  way  to  prevent  Guy's  own  good  sense  from  finding 
out  his  true  character ;  so  she  waited,  hoping  Mr.  Edmonstone 
might  return  before  Guy  went  to  Oxford,  or  that  he  might  write 
decisively. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  might  have  known  her  husband  better  than 
to  expect  him  to  write  decisively  when  he  had  neither  herself 
nor  Philip  at  his  elbow.  The  same  post  had  brought  him  a 
letter  from  Guy,  mentioning  his  meeting  with  his  uncle,  and 
frankly  explaining  his  plans  for  Loudon ;  another  from  Philip, 
calling  on  him  to  use  all  his  authority  to  prevent  this  inter- 
course, and  a  third  from  his  wife.  Bewildered  between  them, 
he  took  them  to  his  sister,  who,  being  as  puzzle-headed  as  him- 
self, and  only  hearing  his  involved  history  of  the  affair,  confused 
him  still  more;  so  he  wrote  to  Philip,  saying  he  was  sorry  the 
fellow  had  turned  up,  but  he  would  guard  against  him.  He  told 
Guy  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  his  uncle  used  to  be  a  sad  scamp, 
and  he  must  taJie  care,  or  it  would  be  his  poor  father's  story 
over  again ;  and  to  Mrs.  Edmonstone  he  wrote  that  it  was  very 
odd  that  everything  always  did  go  wrong  when  he  was  away. 

He  thought  these  letters  a  great  achievement,  but  his  wife's 
perplexity  was  not  materially  reUeved. 

After  considering  a  good  while,  she  at  length  spoke  to  Guy; 
but  it  was  not  at  a  happy  time,  for  Philip,  despairing  of  her,  had 
just  taken  on  himself  to  remonstrate,  and  had  angered  him  to 
the  verge  of  an  outbreak. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone,  as  mildly  as  she  could,  urged  on  him  that 
such  intercourse  could  bring  him  little  satisfaction,  and  might 
be  very  inconvenient ;  that  his  imcle  was  in  no  distress,  ^d  did 
not  require  assistance;  and  that  it  was  too  probable  that  in 
seeking  him  out  he  might  meet  with  persons  who  might  unsettle 
his  principles, — ^in  short,  that  he  had  much  better  give  up  the 
visit  to  London. 

*  This  is  Philip's  advice,'  said  Guy. 
at  is;  but * 

Guy  looked  impatient,  and  she  paused. 

*  You  must  forgive  me,*  he  said, '  if  I  follow  my  own  judg- 
ment.   If  Mr.  Edmonstone  chose  to  lay  his  commands  on  me, 
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I  suppose  I  muBt  submit ;  but  I  cannot  see  that  I  am  bound  to 
obey  PhiKp.' 

*Not  to  obey,  certainly;  but  bis  advice ' 

'He  is  prejudiced  and  unjust/  said  Guy.  'I  don't  believe 
that  my  uncle  would  attempt  to  lead  me  into  bad  company; 
and  surely  you  would  not  have  me  neglect  or  look  coldly  on 
one  who  was  so  much  attached  to  my  parents.  If  he  is  not  a 
gentleman,  and  is  looked  down  on  by  the  world,  it  is  not  for  his 
sister's  son  to  make  liim  conscious  of  it.* 

'  I  like  your  feelings,  Guy;  I  can  say  nothing  against  it,  but 
that  I  am  much  afraid  your  uncle  is  not  highly  principled.' 

*  You  have  only  Philip's  accoimt  of  him.' 

*  You  are  resolved  ?' 

'  Yes.  I  do  not  like  not  to  take  your  advice,  but  I  do  believe 
this  is  my  duty.  I  do  not  think  my  determination  is  made  in 
sdf-will,'  said  Guy,  thoughtful^;  *  I  cannot  think  that  I  ought 
to  neglect  my  unde,  bemuse  I  happen  to  have  been  bom  in  a 
different  station,  which  is  all  I  have  heard  proved  against  him,' 
he  added,  smiling.  '  You  will  forgive  me,  will  you  not,  for  not 
following  your  fbdvice  ?  for  really  and  truly,  if  you  will  let  me 
say  soTi  think  you  would  not  have  given  it  if  Philip  had  not 
been  talking  to  you.' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  confessed,  with  a  smile,  that  perhaps  it  was 
so ;  but  said  she  trusted  much  to  Philip's  knowledge  of  the 
world.  Guy  agreed  to  this ;  though  still  declaring  I^iiUp  had 
no  riffht  to  set  him  against  his  imde,  and  there  £e  discussion 
ended. 

Guy  went  to  London.  Philip  thought  him  very  wilful,  and 
his  aunt  very  weak ;  and  Mr.  Edmonstone,  on  coming  home,  said 
it  could  not  be  helped,  and  he  wished  to  hear  no  more  about 
the  matter. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Her  playful  smile,  her  buoyance  wild, 
•  Bespeak  the  gentle,  mirthM  child ; 

But  in  her  forehead's  broad  expanse. 
Her  chastened  tones,  her  thoughtful  glance. 
Is  mingled,  with  the  child's  light  glee, 
The  modest  maiden's  dignity. 

ONE  summer's  day,  two  years  after  the  ball  and  review,  Mary 
Ross  and  her  father  were  finishing  their  early  dinner,  when 
she  said, — 

^  If  you  don't  want  me  this  afternoon,  papa,  I  think  I  shall 
walk  to  Holywell.    You  know  Eveleen  de  Courcy  is  there.' 
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'  No,  I  4icl  not.    What  has  brought  her  P' 

<  Aa  Charles  expresses  it,  she  has  over-polked  herself  in  London, 
and  is  sent  here  for  qniet  and  country  air.  I  want  to  call  on 
her,  and  to  ask  Sir  Guj  to  give  me  some  idea  as  to  the  singing 
the  children  should  practise  for  the  school-feast.' 

'  Then  you  think  Sir  Guy  will  come  to  the  feast  ?' 

*  I  reckon  on  him  to  conceal  all  the  deficiencies  in  the  children's 


le  wont  desert  you,  as  he  did  Mrs.  Brownlow  V 
'O  papa!  you  surely. did  not  think  him  to  blame  in  that 

affiiir?' 

'  Honestly,  Mary,  if  I  thought  about  the  matter  at  all,  I 

thought  it  a  pity  he  should  go  so  much  to  the  Brownlows.' 
'  I  believe  I  could  tell  you  the  histoiy,  if  you  thought  it 

worth  while ;  and  though  it  may  be  gossip,  I  should  like  you  to 

do  justice  to  Sir  Quy.' 

*  Very  well ;  though  I  don't  think  there  is  much  danger  of  my 
doing  otherwise.  I  only  wondered  he  should  become  intimate 
there  at  all.' 

'  I  believe  Mrs.  Edmonstone  thinks  it  right  he  should  see  as 
much  of  the  world  as  possible,  and  not  be  always  at  home  in 
their  own  set.' 

'  Fair  and  proper.' 

'  You  know  she  has  shown  him  all  the  people  she  could, — ^had 
Eveleen  staying  there,  and  the  Miss  Noribons,  and  himted  him 
out  to  parties,  when  he  had  rather  have  been  at  home.' 

*  I  thought  he  was  fond  of  society.  I  remember  your  telling 
me  how  amused  you  were  with  his  enjoyment  of  his  first  ball.' 

'  Ah !  he  was  two  years  youn^r  then,  and  all  was  new.  He 
seems  to  me  too  deep  and  sensitive  not  to  find  more  pain  than 
pleasure  in  common-place  society.  I  have  sometimes  seen  that 
he  cannot  speak  either  lightly  or  harshly  of  what  he  disapproves, 
and  people  don't  understand  him.  I  was  once  sitting  next  him, 
when  there  was  some  talking  going  on  about  an  elopement ;  he  did 
not  laugh,  looked  almost  distressed,  and  at  last  said  in  a  very  low 
voice,  to  me, '  I  wish  people  would  not  laugh  about  such  things.'  ' 

'  He  is  an  extraordinary  mixture  of  gaiety  of  heart  and  se- 
riousness.' 

'  Well,  when  Mrs.  Brownlow  had  her  nieces  with  her,  and  was 
giving  those  musical  parties,  his  voice  made  him  valuable ;  and 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  told  him  he  ought  to  go  to  them.  I  believe 
he  hked  it  at  first,  but  he  found  there  was  no  end  to  it ;  it  took 
up  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  was  a  style  of  thing  altogether  that 
was  not  desirable.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  thought  at  first  his  reluct- 
ance was  only  shyness  and  stay-at-home  nonsense,  that  ought  to 

l2 
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be  overcome ;  bat  when  she  had  been  there,  and  saw  how  Mrs. 
Brownlow  beset  him,  and  the  mipleasant  fiiss  they  made  about 
his  singing,  she  quite  came  round  to  his  mind,  and  was  very  sony 
she  had  exposed  him  to  so  much  that  was  disagreeable.' 

'  Well,  Mary,  I  am  glad  to  hear  your  account.  My  impression 
arose  from  something  Philip  Morville  said.' 

'  Captain  Morville  never  can  approve  of  anything  Sir  Guy 
does !     It  is  not  like  Charles.' 

'  How  improved  Charles  Edmonstone  is.  He  has  lost  that 
spirit  of  repining  and  sarcasm,  and  lives  as  if  he  had  an  object.' 

'  Yes ;  he  employs  himself  now,  and  teaches  Amy  to  do  the 
same.  You  know,  after  the  governess  went,  we  were  afraid 
little  Amy  would  never  do  anything  but  wait  on  Charles,  and 
idle  in  her  pretty  gentle  way ;  but  when  he  turned  to  better 
things  so  did  she,  and  her  mind  has  been  growing  all  this  time. 
Perhaps  you  don't  see  it,  for  she  has  not  lost  her  likeness  to  a 
kitten,  and  looks  all  demure  silence  with  the  elders,  but  she  takes 
in  what  the  wise  say.' 

'  She  is  a  very  good  little  thing ;  and  I  dare  say  will  not  be 
the  worse  for  growing  up  slowly.' 

'  Those  two  sisters  are  specimens  of  fast  and  slow  growth. 
Laura  has  always  seemed  to  be  so  much  more  than  one  year 
older  than  Amy,  especially  of  late.  She  is  more  like  five-and- 
twenty  than  twenty.  I  wonder  if  she  overworks  herself.  But 
how  we  have  lingered  over  our  dinner !' 

By  half-past  three,  Mary  was  entering  a  copse  which  led  into 
Mr.  Edmonstone's  field,  when  she  heard  gay  tones,  and  a  snatch 
of  one  of  the  sweetest  of  old  songs, — 

Weep  no  more,  lady ;  lady,  weep  no  more. 

Thy  sorrow  \b  in  Tain ; 
For  violets  pluck'd,  the  sweetest  showers 

Will  ne'er  make  grow  again. 

A  merry,  clear  laugh  followed,  and  a  turn  in  the  path  showed 
her  Guy,  Amy,  and  Charlotte,  busy  over  a  stiwdy  stock  of 
eglantine.  Guy,  little  changed  in  these  two  years, — ^not  much 
taller,  and  more  agile  than  robust, — was  lopping  vigorously  with 
his  great  pruning-knifc,  Amabel  nursing  a  bundle  of  drooping 
rose  branches,  Charlotte  '*  her  bonnet  in  a  garland  of  wild  sweet- 
brier,  holding  the  matting,  and  continually  getting  entangled  in 
the  long  thorny  wreaths. 

'  And  here  comes  the  *  firiar  of  orders  grey,'  to  tell  you  so,' 
exclaimed  Guy,  as  Mary,  in  her  grey  dress,  came  on  them. 

*  Oh,  that  is  right,  dear  good  Iriar,'  cried  Amy. 

'We  are  so  busy,'  said  Charlotte;  'Guy  has  made  Mr. 
Markham  send  all  these  choice  buds  from  Bedclyffe.' 
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'  Not  from  the  park,'  said  Guy,  '  we  don't  deal  much  in  gar- 
dening; but  Markham  is  a  great  florist,  and  these  are  his 
bounties.' 

'  And  are  you  cutting  that  beautiful  wild  rose  to  pieces  P' 

*  Is  it  not  a  pity  ?'  said  Amy.  '  We  have  used  up  all  the 
stocks  in  the  garden,  and  this  is  to  be  transplanted  in  the 
autumn.' 

'  She  has  been  consoling  it  all  the  time  by  telling  it  it  is  for 
its  good,'  said  Guy;  'cutting  off  wUd  shoots,  and  putting  in 
better  things.' 

'  I  never  said  anything  so  pretty ;  and,  after  all,  I  don't  know 
that  the  grand  roses  will  be  equal  to  these  purple  shoot?  and 
blushing  buds  with  long  whiskers.' 

'  So  Sir  Guy  was  singine  about  the  violets  plucked  to  comfort 
YOU.  But  you  must  not  leave  off,  I  want  to  see  how  you  do  it. 
I  am  gardener  enough  to  like  to  look  on.' 

*  We  have  only  two  more  to  put  in.' 

Knife  and  fingers  were  busy,  and  Mary  admired  the  dexterity 
with  which  the  slit  was  made  in  the  green  bark,  well  armed 
with  firm  red  thorns,  and  the  tiny  scarlet  gem  inserted,  and 
bound  with  cotton  and  matting.  At  the  least  critical  parts  of 
the  work,  she  asked  after  the  rest  of  the  party,  and  was  answered 
that  papa  had  driven  Charles  out  in  the  pony  carriage,  and  that 
Laura  and  Eveleen  were  sitting  on  the  lawn,  reading  and  working 
with  mamma.  Eveleen  was  better,  but  not  strong,  or  equal  to 
much  exertion  in  the  heat.  Mary  went  on  to  speak  of  her  school 
feast  and  ask  her  questions. 

'  O  Guy,  you  must  not  go  before  that  I'  cried  Charlotte. 

'  Are  you  going  away  P' 

*  He  is  veiy  naughinr,  indeed,'  said  Charlotte.  *  He  is  going, 
I  don't  know  where  aU,  to  be  stupid,  and  read  mathematics.' 

'  A  true  bill,  I  am  sorry  to  say,'  said  Guy ;  '  I  am  to  join  a 
reading-party  for  the  latter  part  of  the  vacation.' 

'  I  hope  not  before  Thursday  week,  though  we  are  not  asking 
you  to  anything  worth  staying  for.' 

'  Oh,  surely  you  need  not  go  before  that !'  said  Amy,  '  need 
you?' 

'  No ;  I  believe  I  may  stay  till  Friday,  and  I  should  delight 
in  the  feast,  thank  you,  Miss  Boss,  —  1  want  to  study  such 
things.  A  bit  more  matting.  Amy,  if  you  please.  There,  I 
think  that  will  do.' 

'  Excellently.  Here  is  its  name.  See  how  neatly  Charlie 
has  printed  it,  Mary.  Is  it  not  odd,  that  he  printe  so  well 
when  he  writes  so  badly  P' 

* '  The   Seven   Sisters.'      There,   fair  sisterhood,    grow  and 
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thrive,  till  I  come  to  transplant  you  in  the  autumn.  Are  there 
any  more  ?' 

*  No,  that  is  the  last.    Now,  Mary,  let  us  come  to  mamma.* 
Guy  waited  to  dear  the  paUi  of  the  numerous  trailing  briery 

branches,  and  the  others  walked  on.  Amy  telling  how  sorry  they 
were  to  lose  Guy's  vacation,  but  that  he  thought  he  coT:dd  not 
give  time  enough  to  his  studies  here,  and  had  settled,  at  Oxford, 
to  make  one  of  a  reading-party,  under  the  tutorship  of  his  finend, 
Mr.  WeUwood. 

'Where  do  they  go?' 

'  It  is  not  settl^.  Guy  wished  it  to  be  the  sea-side ;  but 
Philip  has  been  recommending  a  farmhouse  in  Stylehurst  parish, 
rather  nearer  St.  Mildred's  Wells  than  Stylehurst,  but  quite  out 
in  the  moor,  and  an  immense  way  from  both.' 

*  Do  you  think  it  will  be  the  place  ?' 

'  Yes ;  Guy  thinks  it  would  suit  Mr.  WeUwood,  because  he 
has  friends  at  St.  Mildred's,  so  he  gave  his  vote  for  it.  He 
expects  to  hear  how  it  is  settled  to-day  or  to-morrow.' 

Coming  out  on  the  lawn,  they  foxmd  the  three  ladies  sitting 
uider  the  acacia,  with  their  books  and  work.  Laiura  did,  indeed, 
look  older  than  her  real  age,  as  much  above  twenty  as  Amy 
looked  under  nineteen.    She  was  prettier  than  ever ;  her  com- 

Sndon  exquisite  in  delicacy,  her  fine  figure  and  the  perfect  out- 
e  of  her  features  more  developed ;  but  the  change  fi*om  girl  to 
woman  had  passed  over  her,  and  set  its  stamp  on  the  anxious 
blue  eye,  and  ahnost  oppressed  brow.  Mary  thought  it  would 
be  hard  to  define  where  was  that  difference.  It  was  not  want  of 
bloom,  for  of  that  Laura  had  more  than  any  of  the  others,  fresh, 
healthy,  and  bright,  wlule  Amy  was  always  rather  pale,  and 
Lady  Efveleen  was  positively  wan  and  faded  by  London  and  late 
hours;  nor  was  it  loss  of  animation,  for  Laura  talked  and 
laughed  with  interest  and  eagerness ;  nor  was  it  thought,  for 
little  Amy,  when  at  rest,  wore  a  meditative,  pensive  countenance; 
but  there  was  something  either  added  or  taken  away,  which 
made  it  appear  that  the  serenity  and  carelessness  of  early  youth 
had  fled  from  h^,  and  the  air  of  the  cares  of  life  had  come  over 
her. 

Mary  told  her  plans, — Church  service  at  four,  followed  by  a 
tea-drinking  in  the  fields ;  tea  in  the  garden  for  the  company, 
and  play  for  the  school  children  and  all  who  liked  to  join  tbem. 
Every  one  likes  such  festivals,  which  have  the  recommendation 
of  permitting  all  to  do  as  they  please,  bringing  friends  together 
in  perfect  ease  and  fr'eedom,  with  an  object  that  raises  them 
above  the  rank  of  mere  gatherings  for  the  pleasure  of  rich 
neighbours. 
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Mrs.  Edmonstone  gladly  made  the  engagement,  and  Ladv- 
Eveleen  promised  to  1^  qmte  well,  and  to  teach  the  children  all. 
manner  of  new  games,  thongh  she  greatly  despised  the  dulness 
of  English  children,  and  had  many  cboll  stories  of  the  stupidity 
of  Laura's  pupils,  commimicated  to  her,  with  perhaps  a  little 
exaggeration,  by  Charles,  and  still  further  embellished  by  herself, 
for  the  purpose  of  exciting  Charlotte's  indignation. 

Mary  proceeded  to  her  consultation  about  the  singing,  and  was 
conducted  by  Guy  and  Amy  to  the  piano,  and  when  her  ears  could 
not  be  indoctrinated  by  their  best  efforts,  they  more  than  half 
engaged  to  walk  to  East-hill,  and  have  a  conversation  with  the 
new  school-master,  whom  Mary  pitied  for  having  fallen  on  people 
80  xmable  to  appreciate  his  musical  training  as  herself  and  her 
father.  The  whole  party  walked  back  with  her  as  far  as  the 
shade  lajsted ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  next  field  she  turned,  saw 
them  standing  round  the  stile,  thought  what  happy  people  they 
were,  and  then  resumed  her  wonder  whither  Laiura's  youthfulness 
had  flown. 

The  situation  of  Philip  and  Laura  had  not  changed.  His  regi- 
ment had  never  been  at  any  great  distance  firom  Hollywell,  and 
he  often  came,  venturing  more  as  Laura  leamt  to  see  him  with 
less  trepidation.  He  seldom  or  never  was  alone  with  her ;  but 
his  influence  was  as  strong  as  ever,  and  look,  word,  and  gesture, 
which  she  alone  could  understand,  told  her  what  she  was  to  him, 
and  revealed  his  thoughts.  To  him  she  was  devoted,  all  her 
doings  were  with  a  view  to  please  him,  and  deserve  his  affection ; 
he  was  her  world,  and  sole  object.  Indeed,  she  was  sometimes 
startled  by  perceiving  that  tenderly  as  she  loved  her  own  family, 
all  were  sulx)rdinate  to  him.  She  had  long  since  known  the  true 
name  of  her  feelings  for  him ;  she  could  not  tell  when  or  how  the 
certainty  had  come,  but  she  was  conscious  that  it  was  love  that 
they  had  acknowledged  for  one  another  and  that  she  only  lived 
in  the  light  of  his  love.  Still  she  did  not  realize  the  evil  of  oon- 
cealment;  it  was  so  deep  a  sensation  of  her  innermost  heart,  that 
she  never  could  imagine  revealing  it  to  any  living  creature,  and 
she  had  besides  so  surrendered  her  judgment  to  her  idol,  that  no 
thought  could  ever  cross  her  that  he  had  enjoined  what  was  wrong. 
Her  heart  and  soul  were  lus  alone^and  she  left  the  future  to  him 
without  an  independent  desire  or  reflection.  All  the  embarrass- 
ments and  discomforts  which  her  secret  occasioned  her  were  met 
willingly  for  his  sake,  and  these  were  not  a  few,  though  time  had 
given  her  more  self-command,  or,  perhaps,  more  properly  speak- 
ing, had  hardened  her. 

She  always  had  a  dread  of  tSte-a-tStes  and  conversations  over 
novels,  and  these  were  apt  to  be  unavoidable  when  Eveleen  was  at 
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Hollywell.  The  twilight  wanderings  on  the  terrace  were  a  daily 
habit,  and  Eveleen  almost  always  paired  with  her.  On  this  even- 
ing in  particular,  Laura  was  made  very  uncomfortable  by  Eveleen's 
declarmg  that  it  was  positively  impossible  and  unnatural  that  the 
good  heroine  of  some  novel  should  have  conceded  her  engagement 
from  her  parents.  Laura  could  not  help  saying  that  there  might 
be  many  excuses ;  then  afraid  that  she  was  exciting  suspicion, 
changed  the  subject  in  great  haste,  and  tried  to  make  Eveleen 
come  indoors,  telling  her  she  would  tire  herself  to  death,  and 
vexed  by  her  cousin's  protestations  that  the  fresh  cool  air  did  her 
g^ood.  Besides,  Eveleen  was  looking  with  attentive  eyes  at  an- 
other pair  who  were  slowly  walking  up  and  down  the  shady  walk 
that  bordered  the  grass-plot,  and  now  and  then  standing  still  to 
enjoy  the  subdued  silence  of  the  summer  evening,  and  the  few 
distant  sounds  that  marked  the  perfect  lull. 

'  How  calm — ^how  beautiful !'  murmured  Amabel. 

*  It  only  wants  the  low  solemn  surge  and  ripple  of  the  tide,  and 
its  dash  on  the  rocks,'  ssdd  Quy.  *  If  ever  there  was  music,  it  is 
there;  but  it  makes  one  think  what  the  ear  must  be  that  can  take 
in  the  whole  of  those  harmonies.' 

'  How  I  should  like  to  hear  it !' 

*  And  see  it.  0  Amy!  to  show  you  the  sunny  sea, — ^the  sense 
of  breadth  and  vastness  in  that  pale  clear  horizon  line,  and  the 
infinite  number  of  fields  of  light  between  you  and  it, — and  the 
free  feelings  as  you  stand  on  some  high  crag,  the  wind  blowing 
in  your  face  across  half  the  globe,  and  the  waves  dashing  far 
below!     I  am  growing  quite  thirsty  for  the  sea.' 

'You  know,  papa  said  something  about  your  taking  your 
reading-party  to  BedclyiFe.' 

'  True ;  but  I  don't  think  Markham  would  like  it,  and  it  would 
put  old  Mrs.  Drew  into  no  end  of  a  fuss.' 

'  Not  like  to  have  you  ?' 

*  O  yes,  I  should  be  all  very  well ;  but  if  they  heard  I  was 
bringing  three  or  four  men  with  me,  they  would  think  them 
regmar  wild  beasts.  They  would  be  in  an  awfiil  fright.  Be- 
sides, it  is  so  long  since  I  have  been  at  home,  that  I  don't  alto- 
gether fancy  going  there  till  I  settle  there  for  good.' 

'  Ah !  it  will  be  sad  going  there  at  first.' 

*  And  it  has  not  been  my  duty  yet.' 

*  But  you  will  be  glad  when  you  get  there  ?' 

'  Sha'n't  I  ?  I  wonder  if  any  one  has  been  to  shoot  the  rabbits 
on  the  shag  rock.  They  must  have  quite  overrun  it  by  this  time. 
But  I  don't  like  the  notion  of  the  first  day.  There  is  not  only 
the  great  change,  but  a  stranger  at  the  vicarage.' 
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*  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  new  clei^gyman  ?  I  believe 
Mrs.  Ashford  is  a  connexion  of  Lady  Thomdale's  r' 

'  Yes ;  Thomdale  calls  them  pattern  people,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  do  great  good  in  the  parish.  I  am  sure  we  want 
some  enlightenment,  for  we  are  a  most  primitive  race,  and  some- 
thing beyond  Jenny  Bobinson^s  dame  school  would  do  us  no 
harm.' 

Here  Mr.  Edmonstone  called  from  the  window  that  they  must 
come  in. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  thought  deeply  that  night.  She  had  not 
forgotten  her  notion  that  Eveleen  was  attracted  by  Guy's  manners, 
and  had  been  curious  to  see  what  would  happen  when  Eveleen  was 
sent  to  HoUywell  for  countiy  air. 

She  had  a  very  good  opmion  of  Lady  Eveleen.  Since  the 
former  visit,  she  had  shown  more  spirit  of  improvement,  and  laid 
aside  many  little  follies ;  she  had  put  herself  tmder  Laura's  guid- 
ance, and  tamed  down  into  what  gave  the  promise  of  a  sensible 
woman,  more  than  anything  that  had  hitherto  been  observed  in 
her ;  and  little  addicted  to  match-making  as  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
was,  she  could  not  help  thinking  that  Eva  was  almost  worthy  of 
her  dear  Guy  (she  never  could  expect  to  find  any  one  she  should 
think  quite  worthy  of  him,  he  was  too  like  one  of  her  own  children 
for  that),  and  on  the  other  hand,  how  delighted  Lord  and  Lady 
Kilcoran  would  be.  It  was  a  very  pretty  castle  in  the  air ;  but 
in  the  midst  of  it,  the  notion  suddenly  darted  into  Mrs.  Edmon- 
stone's  head,  that  while  she  was  thinking  of  it,  it  was  Amy,  not 
Eveleen,  who  was  constantly  with  Guy.  Beading  and  music, 
roses,  botany,  and  walks  on  the  terrace !  She  looked  back,  and 
it  was  still  the  same.  Last  Easter  vacation,  how  they  used  to 
study  the  stars  in  the  evening,  to  linger  in  the  greenhouse  in  the 
morning  nursing  the  geraniums,  and  to  practise  singing  over  the 
school-room  piano;  how,  in  a  long  walk,  they  always  paired 
together;  and  how  they  seemed  to  share  every  pursuit  or 
pleasure. 

Now  Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  extremely  fond  of  Guy,  and  trusted 
him  entirely ;  but  she  thought  she  ought  to  consider  how  far  this 
should  be  allowed.  Feeling  that  he  ought  to  see  more  of  the 
world,  she  had  sent  him  as  much  as  she  could  into  society,  but  it 
had  only  made  him  cling  closer  to  home.  Still  he  was  but  twenty, 
it  was  only  a  country  neighbourhood,  and  there  was  much  more 
for  him  to  see  before  he  could  fairly  be  supposed  to  know  his  own 
mind.  She  knew  he  would  act  honourablv ;  but  she  had  a  horror 
of  letting  him  entangle  himself  with  her  daughter  before  he  was 
fairly  able  to  judge  of  his  own  feelings.     Or,  if  this  was  only  be- 
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having  with  a  brother's  freedom  and  confidence,  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
felt  it  was  not  safe  for  her  poor  little  Amy,  who  might  learn  so 
to  depend  on  him  as  to  miss  him  grievously  when  this  intimacy 
ceased,  as  it  must  when  he  settled  at  his  own  home.  It  woidd  be 
right,  while  it  was  still  time,  to  make  her  remember  that  they 
were  not  brother  and  sister,  and  by  checking  their  present  happy, 
careless  confidential  intercourse,  to  save  her  frbm  the  chill  which 
seemed  to  have  been  cast  on  Laura.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  the 
more  anxious,  because  she  deeply  regretted  not  having  been  sufii- 
dently  watchful  in  Laura's  case,  and  perhaps  she  felt  an  unac- 
knowledged conviction  that  if  there  was  real  love  on  Ghiy's  part, 
it  would  not  be  hurt  by  a  little  reserve  on  Amy's.  Tet  to  have 
to  speak  to  her  little  innocent  daughter  on  such  a  matter  dis- 
turbed her  so  much,  that  she  could  hardly  have  set  about  it,  if 
Amy  had  not,  at  that  very  moment,  knocked  at  her  door. 

'My  dear,  what  has  kept  you  up  so  late  ?' 

'  We  have  been  sitting  in  Eveleen's  room,  mamma,  hearing 
about  her  London  life ;  and  then  we  began  to  settle  our  plans  for 
to-morrow,  and  I  came  to  ask  what  you  think  of  them.  You 
know  €hiy  has  promised  to  go  and  hear  the  East-hill  singing,  and 
we  were  proposing,  if  you  did  not  mind  it,  to  take  the  pony-car- 
riage and  the  donkey,  and  go  in  the  morning  to  East-hill,  have 
luncheon,  and  get  Mary  to  go  with  us  to  the  top  of  the  great  down, 
where  we  have  never  been.  Ghiy  has  been  wanting  us,  for  a  long 
time  past,  to  go  and  see  the  view,  and  saying  there  is  a  track 
quite  smooth  enough  to  drive  CharUe  to  the  top.' 

Amy  wondered  at  her  mother's  look  of  hesitation.  In  fact,  the 
scheme  was  so  accordant  vrith  their  usual  habits  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  find  any  objection ;  yet  it  all  hinged  on  Guy,  and  the 
appointment  at  East-hill  might  lead  to  a  great  many  more. 

'  Do  you  wish  us  to  do  anything  else,  mamma  P  We  don't 
care  about  it.' 

'  No,  my  dear,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone, '  I  see  no  reason  against 
it.  But-- — '  and  she  felt  as  if  she  was  making  a  desperate 
plunge, '  there  is  something  I  want  to  say  to  you.' 

Amy  stood  ready  to  hear,  but  Mrs.  Edmonstone  paused. 
Another  effort,  and  she  spoke : — 

'  Amy,  my  dear,  I  don't  wish  to  find  fault,  but  I  thought  of 
advising  you  to  take  care.     About  Guy ' 

The  very  brilliant  pink  which  instantly  overspread  Amy's  face 
made  her  mother  think  her  warning  more  expedient. 

'  You  have  been  spending  a  great  deal  of  time  with  him  of  late, 
very  sensibly  and  pleasantly,  I  know ;  I  don't  blame  you  at  all, 
my  dear,  so  you  need  not  look  distressed.    I  only  want  you  to  be 
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careful.  Ton  know,  though  we  call  him  cousin,  he  is  scarcely  a 
relation  at  alL' 

'  O  mamma,  don't  go  on,'  said  poor  little  Amy,  hurriedly ; 
*  indeed  I  am  very  sorry !' 

For  Amy  understood  that  it  was  imputed  to  her  that  she  had 
heen  forward  and  unmaidenly.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  saw  her  extreme 
distress,  and,  grieved  at  the  pain  she  had  inflicted,  tried  to  reassure 
her  as  much  as  might  he  safe. 

'  Indeed,  my  dear,  you  have  done  nothing  amiss.  I  only  in- 
tended to  tell  you  to  be  cautious  for  fear  you  should  get  into  a 
way  of  going  on  which  might  not  look  well.  Don't  make  any 
great  difference,  I  only  meant  that  there  should  not  be  quite  so 
much  singing  and  gaidening  alone  with  him,  or  walking  in  the 
garden  in  the  evening.  You  can  manage  to  draw  back  a  Httle,  so 
as  to  keep  more  with  me  or  with  Laura^  and  I  think  that  will  be 
the  best  way.' 

Every  word,  no  matter  what,  increased  the  burning  of  poor 
Amy's  cheeks.  A  broad  accusation  of  flirting  would  have  oeen 
less  distressing  to  many  girls  than  this  mild  and  delicate  warning 
was  to  one  of  such  shrinking  modesty  and  maidenly  feeling.  She 
had  a  sort  of  consciousness  that  she  enjoyed  partaking  in  his  pur- 
suits, and  this  made  her  sense  of  confusion  and  shame  over- 
whelming. What  had  she  been  thotightlessly  doing  ?  She  could 
not  speak,  she  could  not  look.  Her  mother  put  her  arm  round 
her,  and  Amy  hid  her  head  on  her  shoulder,  and  held  her  fast. 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  kissed  and  caressed  the  little  fluttering  bird, 
then  saying, '  Qt)od  night,  my  own  dear  child,'  unloosed  her 
embrace. 

'  Good  night,  dear  mamma,'  whispered  Amy.  '  I  am  very 
sony.' 

*  You  need  not  be  sorry,  my  dear,  only  be  careful.  Oood 
night.'  And  it  would  be  hard  to  say  whether  the  mother  or  the 
daughter  had  the  hottest  cheeks. 

Poor  little  Amy !  what  was  her  dismay  as  she  asked  herself, 
again  and  again,  what  she  had  been  doing  and  what  she  was  to 
do  ?  The  last  was  plain, — she  knew  what  was  right,  and  do  it 
she  must.  There  would  be  an  end  of  much  that  was  pleasant, 
and  a  fresh  glow  came  over  her  as  she  owned  how  very,  very 
pleasant ;  but  if  it  was  not  quite  the  thing, — if  mamma  did  not 
approve,  so  it  must  be.  True,  all  her  doings  received  their  zest 
£rom  Guy, — ^her  heart  bounded  at  the  very  sound  of  his  whistle, 
she  always  heard  his  words  through  all  the  din  of  a  whole  party, — 
nothing  was  complete  without  him,  notl^ng  good  without  his 
approval, — but  so  much  the  more  shame  for  her.     It  was  a  kind 
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of  seeking  bim  which  was  of  all  things  the  most  shocking.  So 
there  should  be  an  end  of  it, — ^never  mind  the  rest !  Amy  knelt 
down,  and  prayed  that  she  might  keep  her  resolution. 

She  did  not  know  how  much  of  her  severity  towards  herself 
was  learned  from  the  example  that  had  been  two  years  before 
her.  Nor  did  she  think  whether  the  seeking  had  been  mutual ; 
she  imagined  it  all  her  own  doing,  and  did  not  guess  that  she 
would  give  pain  to  Ghiy  by  withdrawing  herself  from  him. 

The  morning  gave  vigour  to  her  resolution,  and  when  Laura 
came  to  ask  what  mamma  thought  of  their  project,  Amy  looked 
confused — said  she  did  not  know — she  believed  it  would  not  do. 
But  just  then  in  came  her  mother,  to  say  she  had  been  considering 
of  the  expedition,  and  meant  to  join  it  herself.  Amy  understood^ 
blushed,  and  was  silently  grateful. 

When  Laura  wanted  to  alter  her  demeanour  towards  Guy, 
being  perfectly  cool,  and  not  in  the  least  conscious,  she  had  acted 
vrith  great  judgment,  seen  exactly  what  to  do,  and  what  to  leave 
undone,  so  as  to  keep  up  appearances.  But  it  was  not  so  with 
Amy.  She  was  afraid  of  herself,  and  was  in  extremes.  She  would 
not  come  down  till  the  last  moment,  that  there  might  be  no  talk- 
ing in  the  window.  She  hardly  spoke  at  breakfast-time,  and 
a&ered  closely  to  Laura  and  Eveleen  when  they  wandered  in  the 
garden.  Presently  Charles  looked  out  from  the  dressing-room 
window,  calling, — 

*  Amy,  Guy  is  ready  to  read.' 

*I  can't  come.  Bead  without  me,'  she  answered,  hoping 
Charlie  would  not  be  vexed,  and  feeling  her  face  light  up 
again. 

The  hour  for  the  expedition  came,  and  Amy  set  off  walking 
with  Laura,  because  Guy  was  with  Mrs.  Edmonstone ;  but  pre- 
sently, afber  holding  open  a  gate  for  Charlotte,  who  was  on  the 
donkey,  he  came  up  to  the  sisters,  and  joined  in  the  conversation. 
Amy  saw  something  in  the  hedge — a  foxglove,  she  believed — ^it 
would  have  done  as  well  if  it  hsui  been  a  nettle — she  stopped  to 
gather  it,  hoping  to  fall  behind  them,  but  they  waited  for  her. 
She  grew  silent,  but  €hiy  appealed  to  her.  She  ran  on  to  Char- 
lotte and  her  donkey,  but  at  the  next  gate  Guy  had  joined  com- 
pany again.  At  last  she  put  herself  under  her  mother's  wing,  and 
by  keeping  with  her  did  pretty  weUall  the  time  she  was  at  East- 
hill.  But  when  they  went  on,  she  was  riding  the  donkey,  and  it, 
as  donkeys  always  are,  was  resolved  on  keeping  arhead  of  the 
walkers,  so  that  as  Guy  kept  by  her  side,  it  was  a  more  absolute 
tite-i^tite  than  ever. 

At  the  top  of  the  hUl  they  found  a  fine  view,  rich  and  exten- 
sive, broad  woods,  fields  waving  with  silvery  barley,  trim  meadows, 
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fair  hazy  blue  distance,  and  a  dim  line  of  sea  beyond.  This,  as 
Amy  knew,  was  Qxiy's  delight ;  and  further,  what  she  would  not 
tell  herself,  was  that  he  chiefly  cared  for  showing  it  to  her.  It 
was  so  natural  to  call  him  to  admire  eveiything  b^utiful,  and  ask 
if  it  was  equal  to  Bedclyffe,  that  she  found  herself  already  turning 
to  him  to  participate  in  his  pleasure,  as  he  pointed  out  all  that 
was  to  be  seen ;  but  she  recollected,  blushed,  and  left  her  mother  to 
speak.  He  had  much  to  show.  There  was  a  hanging  wood  on 
one  side  of  the  hill,  whence  he  had  brought  her  more  than  one 
botanical  prize,  and  she  must  now  visit  their  native  haunts.  It 
was  too  great  a  scramble  for  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  with  all  her  good 
will ;  Eveleen  was  to  be  kept  still,  and  not  to  tire  herself;  Larnra 
did  not  care  for  botany,  nor  love  brambles ;  and  Amy  was  obliged 
to  stand  and  look  into  the  wood,  saying, '  No,  thank  you,  I  don't 
think  I  can,'  and  then  run  back  to  Mary  and  Charles ;  while 
Charlotte  was  loudly  calling  out  that  it  was  delightful  fiin,  and 
that  she  was  very  stupid.  In  another  minute  €hiy  had  overtaken 
her,  and  in  his  gentle,  persuasive  voice,  was  telling  her  it  was  very 
easy,  and  she  must  come  and  see  the  bird's-nest  orchises.  She 
would  have  liked  it  above  all.  things,  but  she  thought  it  very  kind 
of  Guy  not  to  seem  angry  when  she  said, '  No,  thank  you.' 

Mary,  after  what  she  had  seen  yesterday,  could  not  guess  at 
the  real  reason,  or  she  would  have  come  with  her;  but  she  thought 
Amy  was  tired,  and  would  rather  not.  Poor  Amy  was  tired, 
very  tired,  before  the  walk  was  over,  but  her  weary  looks  made 
it  worse,  for  Guy  offered  her  his  arm.  *  No,  tlumk  you,'  she 
said,  *  1  am  gettmg  on  very  well ;'  and  she  trudged  on  reso- 
lutely, for  her  mother  was  in  the  carriac^,  and  to  lag  behind  the 
others  would  surely  make  him  keep  with  her. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  very  sorry  for  her  fatigue,  but  Amy 
found  it  a  good  excuse  for  not  wandering  in  the  ^urden,  or  join- 
ing in  the  music.  It  had  been  a  very  uncomfortable  day ;  she 
hoped  she  had  done  right ;  at  any  rate,  she  had  the  peaceful 
conviction  of  having  tried  to  do  so. 

The  next  day.  Amy  was  steady  to  her  resolution.  No  reading 
with  the  two  youths,  though  Charles  scolded  her ;  sitting  in  her 
room  till  Guy  was  gone  out,  going  indoors  as  soon  as  she  heard 
him  return,  and  in  the  evening  staying  with  Charles  when  her 
sisters  and  cousins  went  out ;  but  this  did  not  answer,  for  Guy 
came  and  sat  by  them.  She  moved  away  as  soon  as  possible, 
though  very  unwillingly ;  but  the  more  inclined  she  was  to  linger, 
the  more  she  thought  she  ought  to  go ;  so  murmuring  something 
about  looking  for  Laura,  she  threw  on  her  scarf,  and  sprung 
to  the  window.  Her  muslin  caught  on  the  bolt,  she  turned, 
€Kiy  was  already  disentangling  it,  and  she  met  his  eye.     It  was 
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full  of  anxious,  pleading  inquiry,  which  to  her  seemed  upbraid- 
ing, and,  not  knowing  what  to  do,  she  exclaimed,  hurriedly, 
'Thank  you;  no  harm  done!'  and  darted  into  the  garden, 
frightened  to  feel  her  £EU^e  glowing  and  her  heart  throblniig. 
She  could  not  help  looking  back  to  see  if  he  was  following.  No, 
he  was  not  attempting  it ;  he  was  leaning  against  the  window, 
and  on  she  hastened,  the  perception  dawning  on  her  that  she 
was  hurting  him ;  he  might  think  her  rude,  unkind,  capricious, 
he  who  had  always  been  so  kind  to  her,  and  when  he  was  going 
away  so  soon.  '  But  it  is  right ;  it  must  be  done,'  said  little 
Amy  to  herself,  standing  stUl,  now  that  she  was  out  of  sight. 
'  If  I  was  wrong  before,  I  must  bear  it  now,  and  he  will  see 
the  rights  of  it  sooner  or  later.  The  worst  of  all  would  be  my 
not  doing  the  very  most  fight  to  please  any  body.  Besides  he 
can't  really  care  for  missing  silly  little  Amy  when  he  has  mamma 
and  Charhe.  And  he  is  going  away,  so  it  will  be  easier  to  begin 
right  when  he  comes  bade.  Be  tluit  as  it  may,  it  must  be  done. 
I'U  get  Charlie  to  tell  me  what  he  was  saying  about  the  painted 
glass.' 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Oh,  thou  child  of  many  pmyers ! 

Life  hftth  quiokBands — ^life  h&th  snares — 

Care  and  a^  come  unawares. 

Like  the  swell  of  some  sweet  tone. 

Morning  rises  into  noon. 

May  glides  onward  into  June. — ^LoNaFKLLOW. 

*TX7HAT  is  the  matter  with  Amy  P  What  makes  her  so  odd  ?' 

VV  asked  Charles,  as  his  mother  came  to  wish  him  good 
night. 

'  Poor  little  dear !  don't  take  any  notice,'  was  all  the  answer 
he  received ;  and  seeing  that  he  was  to  be  told  no  more,  he  held 
his  peace. 

Laxura  understood  without  being  told.  She,  too,  had  thought 
Guy  and  Amy  were  a  great  deal  together,  and  combining  various 
observations,  she  perceived  that  her  mother  must  have  given 
Amy  a  caution.  She  therefore  set  herself,  like  a  good  sister,  to 
shelter  Amy  as  much  as  she  could,  save  her  from  awkward  situ- 
ations, and,  above  aU,  to  prevent  her  altered  manner  from  being 
remarked.  This  was  the  less  difficult,  as  Eveleen  was  subdued 
and  languid,  and  more  inclined  to  lie  on  the  sofa  and  read  than 
to  look  out  for  mirth. 

As  to  poor  little  Amy,  her  task  was  in  one  way  become  less 
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liard,  for  Ghij  had  ceased  to  haunt  her,  and  seemed  to  make  it 
his  business  to  avoid  all  that  could  cause  her  embarrassment ; 
but  in  another  way  it  hurt  her  much  more,  for  she  now  saw  the 
pain  she  was  causing.  J£  obliged  to  do  anything  for  her,  he 
would  give  a  look  as  if  to  ask  pardon,  and  then  her  rebellious 
heart  would  so  throb  with  joy  as  to  cause  her  dismay  at  having 
let  herself  fall  into  so  hatenil  a  habit  as  wishing  to  attract 
attention.  What  a  struggle  it  was  not  to  obey  the  impulse  of 
turning  to  him  for  the  smUe  with  which  he  would  greet  anything 
in  conversation  that  interested  them  both,  and  how  wrong  she 
thotight  it  not  to  be  more  consoled  when  she  saw  him  talking  to 
Eveleen,  or  to  any  of  the  others,  as  if  he  was  doinff  very  well 
without  her.  This  did  not  often  happen ;  he  was  evidently  out 
of  spirits,  and  thoughtful,  and  Amy  was  afhdd  some  storm  might 
be  gathering  respecting  Mr.  Sebastian  Dixon,  about  whom  there 
always  seemed  to  be  some  uncomfortable  mystery. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  saw  everything,  and  said  nothing.  She 
was  very  sorry  for  them  both,  but  she  could  not  interfere,  and 
could  only  hope  she  had  done  right,  and  protected  Amy  as  far 
as  she  was  able.  She  was  vexed  now  and  then  to  see  Eveleen 
give  knowing  smiles 'and  significant  glances,  feared  that  she 
guessed  what  was  going  on,  and  wondered  whether  to  give  her 
a  hint  not  to  add  to  Amy's  confusion ;  but  her  great  dislike  to 
enter  on  such  a  subject  prevuled,  and  she  left  things  to  take 
their  course,  thinking  that,  for  once,  Guy's  departure  would  be 
a  relief. 

The  approach  of  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  party  of  pleasure 
was  one  of  the  best  cures  for  Eveleen's  ailments,  and  the  even- 
ing before  Mary's  tea-drinking,  she  was  in  high  spirits,  laughing 
and  talking  a  great  deal,  and  addressing  herself  chiefly  to  Guy. 
He  exerted  himself  to  answer,  but  it  did  not  come  with  life  and 
spirit,  his  countenance  did  not  light  up,  and  at  last  Eveleen  said, 
'  Ah !  I  see  I  am  a  dreadful  bore.  I'll  go  away,  and  leave  you 
to  repose.' 

'Lady Eveleen!'  he  exclaimed,  in  consternation ;  'what  have 
I  been  doing — ^what  have  I  been  thinking  of  ?' 

'  Nay,  that  is  best  known  to  yourself,  though  I  think  perhaps 
I  could  divine,'  said  she,  with  that  archness  and  grace  that 
always  seemed  to  remove  the  unfavourable  impression  that  her 
proceedings  might  have  given.     '  Shall  I  ?' 

'  No,  no,'  he  answered,  colouring  crimson,  and  then  trying  to 
laugh  off  his  confusion,  and  find  some  answer,  but  without 
success ;  and  Eveleen,  perceiving  her  aunt's  eyes  were  upon  her, 
suddenly  recollected  that  she  had  gone  quite  as  far  as  decorum 
allowed,  and  made  as  masterly  a  retreat  as  the  circumstances 
permitted. 
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'Well,  I  have  always  thought  a  'penny  for  your  thoughts' 
the  boldest  offer  in  the  v/orld,  and  now  it  is  proved.* 

This  scene  made  Mrs.  Edmonstone  doubly  annoyed,  the  next 
morning,  at  waking  with  a  disabling  headache,  which  made  it 
quite  impossible  for  her  to  attempt  going  to  Mair  Boss's  fete. 
With  great  sincerity,  Amy  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  remain  at 
home,  but  she  thought  it  would  only  be  making  the  change 
more  remarkable;  she  did  not  wish  Mary  to  be  disappointed; 
among  so  many  ladies,  Amy  could  easUy  avoid  getting  into 
difficulties;  while  Laura  would,  she  trusted,  be  able  to  keep 
Eveleen  in  order. 

The  day  was  snuny,  and  all  went  off  to  admiration.  The  gen- 
tlemen presided  over  the  cricket,  and  the  ladies  over  '  blind  man's 
biiff '  and  '  thread  my  needle  ;'  but  perhaps  Maiy  was  a  little 
disappointed  that,  though  she  had  Sir  Guy's  bodily  presence,  the 
peculiar  blitheness  and  animation  which  he  usually  shed  around 
him  were  missing.  He  sung  at  church,  he  filled  tiny  cups  from 
huge  pitchers  of  tea,  he  picked  up  and  pacified  a  screaming  child 
that  had  tumbled  off  a  gate — ^he  was  as  good-natured  and  useful 
as  possible,  but  he  was  not  his  joyous  and  brilliant  self. 

Amy  devoted  herself  to  the  smallest  fry,  played  assiduously 
for  three  quarters  of  an  hour  with  a  &t,  grave  boy  of  three,  who 
stood  about  a  yard-and-a-half  from  her,  solemnly  throwing  a  ball 
into  her  lap,  and  never  catching  it  again,  took  charge  of  many 
caps  and  bonnets,  and  walked  about  with  Louisa  Harper,  a  com- 
panion whom  no  one  envied  her. 

In  conclusion,  the  sky  clouded  over,  it  became  chilly,  and  a 
shower  began  to  fall.  Laura  pursued  Eveleen,  and  Amy  hunted 
cp  Charlotte  from  the  utmost  parts  of  the  field,  vhere  she  was 
the  very  centre  of  *  winding  up  the  clock,'  and  sorely  against 
her  will,  dragged  her  off  the  wet  grass.  About  sixty  yards  from 
the  house,  Guy  met  them  with  an  umbrella,  which,  without 
speaking,  he  gave  to  Charlotte.  Amy  said,  '  Thank  you,'  and 
again  came  that  look.  Charlotte  rattled  on,  and  hung  back  to 
talk  to  Guy,  so  that  Amy  could  not  hasten  on  without  leaving 
her  shelterless.  It  may  be  believed  that  she  had  the  conversa- 
tion to  herself.  At  the  door  they  met  Mary  and  her  father, 
going  to  dismiss  their  flock,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  a  cart-shed 
at  the  other  end  of  the  field.  Guy  asked  if  he  could  be  of  any 
use ;  Mr.  Boss  said  no  ;  and  Mary  begged  Amy  and  Charlotte 
to  go  up  to  her  room,  and  change  their  wet  shoes. 

There,  Amy^  woidd  fain  have  stayed,  flushed  and  agitated  as 
those  looks  mad^  her;  but  Charlotte  was  in  wild  spirits,  delighted 
at  having  been  cnught  in  the  rain,  and  obliged  to  wear  shoes  a 
mile  too  large,  and  eager  to  go  and  share  the  fun  in  the  drawing- 


THE  HEIB  OF  BEDCLTFFE.  161 

room.  There,  in  the  twilight,  they  found  a  mass  of  joving 
ladies  herded  together,  making  a  confused  sound  of  laughter,  and 
giggling,  while  at  the  other  end  of  the  room.  Amy  ootdd  just  see 
Out  sitting  alone  in  a  dark  comer. 

Charlotte's  tongue  was  soon  the  loudest  in  the  medley,  to  which 
Amy  did  not  at  first  attend,  till  she  heard  Charlotte  saying — 

'  Ah  1  you  should  hear  Ghiy  sing  that.' 

'What  ?'  she  whispered  to  Eveleen. 

* '  The  Land  of  the  Leal,' '  was  the  answer. 

'  I  wish  he  would  sing  it  now,'  said  Ellen  Harper. 

'  This  darkness  would  be  just  the  time  for  music,'  said  Eveleen; 
'  it  is  quite  a  witehing  time.' 

'Why  don't  ^ou  ask  him?'  said  Ellen.  'Come,  Charlotte, 
tiiere's  a  good  girl,  go  and  ask  him.' 

'  Shall  I  ?'  said  Chariotte,  whispering  and  giggling  with  an 
affectation  of  shyness. 

'  No,  no,  Charlotte,'  said  Laura. 

•  No !  why  not  ?'  said  Eveleen.     '  Don't  be  afraid,  Charlotte.* 

'  He  is  so  grave,'  said  Charlotte. 

Eveleen  had  been  growing  wilder  and  less  guarded  all  day,  and 
now,  partly  liking  te  tease  and  surprise  the  others,  and  partly 
emboldened  by  the  darkness,  she  answered, — 

'  It  will  do  him  all  manner  of  good.  Here,  Charlotte,  I'll  tell 
you  how  to  make  him.    Tell  him  Amy  wants  him  to  do  it.' 

'  Ay !  tell  him  so,'  cried  Ellen,  and  they  laughed  in  a  manner 
that  overpowered  Ainy  with  horror  and  shyness.  She  sprung  to 
seize  Charlotte,  and  stop  her ;  she  could  not  speak,  but  Louisa 
Harper  caught  her  arm,  and  Laura's  grave  orders  were  drowned 
in  a  universal  titter,  and  suppressed  exclamation, — '  Ck),  Char* 
lotte,  go ;  we  will  never  forgive  you  if  you  don't !' 

'  Stop !'  Amy  struggled  to  cry,  breaking  from  Louisa,  and 
springing  up  in  a  sort  of  agony.  Guy,  who  had  such  a  horror 
of  singing  anything  deep  in  pathos  or  religious  feeling  to  mixed 
or  unfit  auditors,  asked  to  do  so  in  her  name !  '  Stop !  oh,  Chat" 
lotte !'  It  was  too  late ;  Charlotte,  thoughtless  with  merriment^ 
amused  at  vexing  Laura,  set  up  with  applause,  and  confident  in 
Ghiy's  good  natim,  had  come  to  him,  and  was  saying, — *  Oh,  Ghiyt 
Amy  wants  you  to  come  and  sing  us  the  '  Land  of  the  Leal.' ' 

Amy  saw  him  start  up.  "miat  did  he  think  of  her  ?  Oh, 
what !  He  stepped  towards  them.  The  silly  girls  cowered  as  if 
they  had  roused  a  lion.  His  voice  was  not  loud — ^it  was  almost 
as  gentle  as  usual ;  but  it  quivered,  as  if  it  was  hard  to  keep  it 
so,  and,  as  well  as  she  could  see,  his  face  was  ri^d  and  stem  as 
iron.  '  Did  you  wish  it  ?'  he  said  addressing  himself  to  her,  as 
if  she  was  the  only  person  present. 
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Her  breath  was  almoBt  gone.  ^  Oh !  I  heg  your  pardon,'  she 
filtered.  She  could  not  exculpate  herself;  she  saw  it  looked  like 
an  idle,  almost  like  an  indecorous  tridc,  unkind^  everything 
abhorrent  to  her  and  to  him,  eroecially  in  the  present  state  <$ 
things.  His  eyes  were  on  her,  his  head  bent  towards  her ;  he 
waited  for  an  answer.  *  I  b^  your  pardon,'  was  all  she  could  say. 

There  was — ^yes,  there  was — one  of  those  fearful  flashes  of  lus 
kindling  eye.  She  felt  as  if  she  was  shrinking  to  nothing  $  she 
heard  him  say,  in  a  low,  hoarse  tone, '  I  am  afraid  I  cannot ;' 
then  Mr.  Boss,  Mary,  lights  came  in ;  there  was  a  bustle  and 
confusion,  and  when  next  she  was  clearly  conscious,  Laura  was 
ordering  the  carriage. 

When  it  came,  tbere  was  an  inquiry  for  Sir  Quy. 

'  He  is  gone  home,'  said  Mr.  Boss.  '  I  met  him  in  the  passage, 
and  wished  him  good  night.' 

Mr.  Boss  did  not  add  what  he  afterwards  told  his  daughter, 
that  Guy  seemed  not  to  know  whether  it  was  raining  or  not ; 
that  he  had  put  an  umbrella  into  his  hand,  and  seen  hmi  march 
off  at  full  speed,  through  the  pouring  rain,  with  it  under  his  arm. 

The  ladies  entered  the  carriage.  Amy  leant  back  in  her  comer; 
Laura  forbore  to  scold  either  Eyeleen  or  Charlotte  till  she  could 
have  them  separately ;  Eveleen  was  silent,  because  she  was  dis- 
mayed at  the  effect  she  had  produced,  and  Charlotte,  because  she 
knew  there  was  a  scolding  impencting  over  her. 
•  They  found  no  one  in  the  drawing-room  but  Mr.  Edmonotone 
and  Charles,  who  said  they  had  h^urd  the  door  open,  and  CKiy 
run  upstairs,  but  they  supposed  he  was  wet  through,  as  he  had 
not  made  his  appearance.  It  was  very  inhospitable  in  the  girls . 
not  to  have  made  room  for  him  in  the  carriage. 

Amy  went  to  see  how  her  mother  was,  longing  to  tell  her 
whole  trouble,  but  found  her  asle^,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  it 
till  the  morrow.  Poor  child,  she  slept  very  little,  but  she  would 
not  go  to  her  mother  before  breakfast,  lest  she  should  provoke 
the  headache  into  staying  another  day.  Guy  was  going  by  the 
-^noR  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  she  was  resolved  that  something 
shoidd  be  done ;  so,  as  soon  as  her  father  had  wished  Guy  good 
\>ye,  and  ridden  off  to  his  justice  meeting,  she  entreated  her 
mother  to  come  into  the  dressing-room,  and  hear  what  she  had 
4osay, 

'  Oh,  mamma!  the  most  dreadful  thing  has  happened !'  and, 
hiding  her  face,  she  told  her  story,  ending  with  a  burst  of  weep- 
ifig  as  she  said  how  Ghiy  was  displeased.  ^  And  well  he  might 
be !  That  after  all  that  has  vexed  him  this  week,  I  should  t^ize 
him  with  such  a  trick.    Oh,  mamma^  what  must  he  think  ?' 
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'  My  dear,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  silliness;  bnt  you  need  not. 
tr&t  it  as  if  it  was  so  very  shocking.' 

'  Oh,  but  it  hurt  him !  He  was  angry,  and  now  I  know  how  it 
is,  he  is  angry  with  himself  for  being  angry.  Oh,  how  foolish 
I  have  been?   What  shall  I  do P 

'  Perhaps  we  can  let  him  know  it  was  not  your  fault,'  said 
Mrs.  Edmonstone,  thinking  it  might  be  very  salutary  for  Char* 
lotte  to  send  her  to  confess. 

'  Do  you  think  so  ?'  cried  Amy,  eagerly.  '  Oh !  that  would 
make  it  all  comfortable.  Only  it  was  partly  mine,  for  not  keep* 
i|ig  Charlotte  in  better  order,  and  we  must  not  throw  it  all  on 
her  and  Eveleen.    You  think  we  may  tell  him  i* 

'  I  think  he  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  &ncy  you  let  your 
name  be  so  used.' 

A  message  came  for  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  and  while  she  waa 
attending  to  it.  Amy  hastened  away,  fully  believing  that  her 
mother  had  authorized  her  to  go  and  exphon  it  to  €hiy,  and  ask' 
his  pardon.  It  was  what  she  thought  the  natural  thing  to  do, 
and  she  was  soon  bv  his  side,  as  she  saw  hun  pacing,  with  folded 
arms,  under  the  vnSl. 

Much  had  lately  been  passing  in  Quy's  mind.  He  had  gone 
on  floating  on  the  sunny  stream  of  life  at  Hollywell,  too  happy 
to  observe  its  especial  charm  till  the  change  in  Amy's  manner 
cast  a  sudden  gloom  over  all.  Not  till  thui  did  he  understand 
his  own  feelings,  and  recognise  in  her  the  being  he  had  dreamt 
of.  Amy  was  what  made  Hollywell  predous  to  him.  Sternly 
as  he  was  wont  to  treat  his  impulses,  he  did  not  look  on  his 
affection  as  an  earthbom  fancy,  liable  to  draw  him  from  higher 
thinffs,  and,  therefore,  to  be  combated ;  he  deemed  her  mther 
a  gmde  and  guard  whose  love  might  arm  him,  soothe  him,  and 
encourage  him.  Yet  he  had  little  hope,  for  he  did  not  do  justice 
to  his  powers  of  inspiring  affection ;  no  one  could  distrust  his 
temper  and  his  character  as  much  as  he  did  himself^  and  with  his 
ancestry  and  the  doom  he  believed  attached  to  his  race,  with  his 
own  youth  and  untried  principles,  with  his  undesirable  connezionsy 
and  the  reserve  he  was  obliged  to  exercise  regarding  them,  he 
considered  himself  as  objectionable  apmon  as  could  weU  be  found, 
as  yet  untouched  by  any  positive  crime,  and  he  respected  the 
Edmonjstones  too  much  to  suppose  that  these  disadvantages  could 
be  counterbalanced  for  a  moment  by  his  position ;  indeed,  he 
interpreted  Amv's  coolness  by  supposing  that  there  was  a  desire 
to  discourage  his  attritions.  No  poor  tutor  or  penniless  consin 
ever  felt  he  was  doing  a  more  desperate  thing  in  confessing  an 
attachment,  than  did  Sir  Ouy  MorviUe  when  he  determined  that 
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all  should  be  told,  at  the  risk  of  losing  her  for  ever,  and  closing 
against  himself  the  doors  of  his  happy  home.  It  was  not  right 
and  fair  by  her  parents,  he  thought,  so  to  regard  their  daughter, 
and  live  in  the  same  house  with  his  sentiments  unavowed,  and  as 
to  Amy  herself,  if  his  feelings  had  reached  such  a  pitch  of  sensi- 
tiveness that  he  must  n^eds  behave  like  an  angiy  lion,  because 
her  name  had  been  dragged  into  an  idle  joke,  it  was  high  time  it 
should  be  explained,  unpropitious  as  the  moment  might  be  for 
declaring  his  attachment,  when  he  had  manifested  such  a  temper 
as  any  woman  might  dread.  Thus  he  made  up  his  mind  that, 
come  of  it  what  might,  he  would  not  leave  Hollywell  that  day 
till  the  truth  was  told.  Just  as  he  was  turmns^  to  find  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  and  '  put  his  fate  to  the  touch,*  a  litue  figure  stood 
beside  him,  and  Amy's  own  sweet,  low  tones  w&ee  saying, 
imploringly, — 

'  Guy,  I  wanted  to  tell  you  how  sorry  I  am  you  were  so  teased 
last  night.' 

'  Don't  think  of  it !'  said  he,  taken  extremely  by  surprise. 

'  It  was  our  fault,  I  could  not  stop  it ;  I  should  have  kept 
Charlotte  in  better  order,  but  they  would  not  let  her  hear  me. 
I  knew  it  was  what  you  dislike  particularly,  and  I  was  very  sorry.' 

'  You — I  was — ^I  was.  But  no  matter  now.  Amy,'  he  added 
earnestly, '  may  I  ask  you  to  walk  on  with  me  a  little  way  ? 
I  must  say  something  to  you.' 

Was  this  what  '  mamma'  objected  to  P  Oh  no !  Amy  felt  she 
must  stay  now,  and,  in  truth,  she  was  glad  it  was  right,  though 
her  heart  beat  fast,  fast,  faster,  as  Guy,  pulling  down  a  long, 
trailing  branch  of  Noisette  rose,  and  twisting  it  in  his  hand, 
paused  for  a  few  moments,  then  spoke  collectedly,  and  without 
hesitation,  though  with  the  tremulousness  of  subdued  agitation, 
looking  the  whue  not  at  her,  but  straight  before  him. 

'  You  ought  to  be  told  why  your  words  and  looks  have  such 
effect  on  me  as  to  make  me  behave  as  I  did  last  night.  Shame 
on  me  for  such  conduct !  I  know  its  evil,  and  how  preposterooB 
it  must  make  what  I  have  to  tell  you.  I  don't  know  how  kmg 
it  has  been,  but  almost  ever  since  I  came  here,  a  feeling  has  been 
growing  up  in  me  towards  you,  such  as  I  can  never  have  for  any 
one  else.' 

The  flame  rushed  into  Amy's  cheeks,  and  no  one  could  have 
told  what  she  felt,  as  he  paused  again,  and  then  went  on  speaking 
more  quickly,  as  if  his  emotion  was  less  under  control. 

'  If  ever  there  is  to  be  happiness  for  me  on  earth,  it  must  be 
through  you ;  as  you,  for  the  last  three  years,  have  been  all  my 
brigh&ess  here.    What  I  feel  for  you  is  beyond  all  power  of 
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telling  you,  Amy!  But  I  know  full  well  all  there  is  against  me — 
I  know  I  am  untried,  and  how  can  I  dare  to  ask  one  horn  to 
hrightness  and  happiness  to  share  the  doom  of  my  family  P' 

Amy's  impulse  was  that  anything  shared  with  him  would  he 
welcome ;  hut  the  strength  of  the  feeling  stifled  the  power  of 
expression,  and  she  could  not  utter  a  word. 

*  It  seems  selfish  even  to  dream  of  it,'  he  proceeded ;  '  yet 
I  must, — I  cannot  help  it.  To  feel  that  I  had  your  love  to  keep 
me  safe,  to  know  that  you  watched  for  me,  prayed  for  me,  were 
my  own,  'my  Verena, — oh  Amy!  it  would  he  more  joy  than 
I  have  ever  dared  to  hope  for.  But  mind,'  he  added,  after  another 
brief  pause, '  I  would  not  even  ask  you  to  answer  me  now,  far  less 
to  bind  yourself,  even  if-— if  it  were  possible.  I  know  my  trial 
is  not  come;  and  were  I  to  render  myself,  bv  positive  act, 
unworthy  even  to  think  of  you,  it  would  be  too  dreadful  to  have 
entangled  you,  and  made  you  unhappy.  No.  I  speak  now, 
because  I  ought  not  to  remain  here  with  such  feelings  unknown 
to  your  father  and  mother.' 

At  that  moment,  close  on  the  other  side  of  the  box-tree  clump, 
were  heard  the  wheels  of  Charles's  garden-chair,  and  Charlotte's 
voice  talking  to  him,  as  he  made  his  morning  tour  round  the 
garden.  Amy  flew  off,  like  a  little  bird  to  its  nest,  and  never 
stopped  till,  breathless  and  crimson,  she  darted  into  the  dressing 
room,  threw  herself  on  her  knees,  and  with  her  face  hidden  in 
her  mother's  la^,  exclaimed,  in  panting,  half-smothered  whispers, 
which  needed  all  Mrs.  Edmonstone's  intuition  to  make  them 
intelligible, — 

'  O  mamma,  mamma,  he  says— he  says  he  loves  me !' 
Perhaps  Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  not  so  very  much  surprised ; 
but  she  had  no  time  to  do  more  than  raise  and  kiss  the  burning 
face,  and  see,  at  a  moment's  glance,  how  bright  was  the  gleam 
of  frightened  joy,  in  the  downcast  eye  and  troubled  snule ;  when 
two  knocks,  given  rapidly,  were  heard,  and  almost  at  the  same 
moment  the  door  opened,  and  Ouy  stood  before  her,  his  face 
no  less  glowing  thui  that  which  Amy  buried  again  on  her 
mother's  knee. 

*  Come  in,  €hiy,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  as  he  stood  doubtful 
for  a  moment  at  the  door,  and  there  was  a  sweet  smile  of  proud, 
joyful  affection  on  her  fiace,  conv^^ing  even  more  encouragement 
than  her  tone.  Amy  raised  her  head,  and  moved  as  if  to  leave 
the  room. 

'  Don't  go,'  he  said,  earnestly,  *  unless  you  wish  it.' 
Amy  did  not  wish  it,  especially  now  that  she  had  her  mother 
to  save  her  confusion,  and  she  sat  on  a  footstool,  holding  her 
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mother's  hand,  looking  up  to  Gnj,  whenever  she  felt  bold  enough, 
and  hanging  down  her  head  when  he  said  what  showed  how  much 
more  highly  he  prized  her  than  siUy  little  Amy  could  desenre. 

*Tou  know  what  I  am  come  to  say,'  he  began,  standing  by  the 
mantel-shelf^  as  was  his  wont  in  his  conferences  witli  Mrs.  £d- 
monstone ;  and  he  repeated  the  same  in  sabstance  as  he  had  said 
to  Amy  in  the  garden,  though  with  less  calmness  and  coherence, 
and  far  more  warmth  of  expression,  as  if,  now  that  she  was  pro- 
tected by  her  mother's  presence,  he  exercised  less  force  in  self- 
restraint. 

Never  was  any  one  happier  than  was  Mrs.  Edmonstone ;  loving 
Gny  so  heartily,  seeii^  the  beauty  of  his  character  in  each  wor^ 
rejoicing  that  such  i^ection  should  be  bestowed  on  her  little 
Amy,  suiting  in  her  having  won  such  a  heart,  and  touched  and 
gratified  by  the  free  confidence  with  which  both  had  at  once  has- 
tened to  pour  out  all  to  her,  not  merely  as  a  duty,  but  in  the  full 
ebullition  of  thdb:  warm  young  love.  The  only  difficulty  was  to 
bring  herself  to  speak  with  prudence  becoming  her  position, 
whilst  she  was  ir|rmpathizing  with  them  as  ardentiy  as  if  she  was 
not  older  than  both  of  them  put  together.  When  Guy  spoke  of 
himself  as  unproved,  and  undeserving  of  trust,  it  was  all  she  could 
do  to  keep  from  declaring  there  was  no  one  whom  she  thought 
ao  safe. 

*  While  you  go  on  as  you  have  begun,  Chiy  ?* 

*  If  you  tell  me  to  hope !  Oh,  ]^.  Edmonstone,  is  it  wrong 
that  an  earthly  incentive  to  persevere  should  have  power  whi<£ 
sometimes  seems  greater  than  the  true  one  P' 

*  There  is  the  best  and  strongest  ground  of  all  for  trusting 
you,'  said  she.  '  If  you  spoke  of  keeping  right  only  for  Amy's  sake, 
then  I  might  fear ;  but  when  she  is  second,  there  is  confidence 
indeed.' 

'K  speaking  were  all!'  said  Quy. 

'There  is  one  thing  I  ought  to  say,' she  proceeded;  'youknow 
you  are  very^  young,  and  though — ^though  I  don't  know  that  I 
can  say  so  m  my  own  person,  a  prudent  woman  wpuld  say,  that 
you  have  seen  so  little  of  the  world,  that  you  mav  easily  meet  a 
person  you  would  like  better  than  such  a  quiet  httle  dull  thing 
as  your  guardian's  daughter.' 

The  look  that  he  cast  on  Amy  was  worth  seeing,  and  then, 
with  a  smile,  he  answered — 

*  I  am  glad  you  don't  say  it  in  your  own  person.' 

'  It  is  very  bold  and  presumptuous  in  me  to  say  anything  at 
all  in  papa's  absence,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  smiling ;  '  but  I 
am  sure  he  will  think  in  the  same  way,  that  things  ought  to  re- 
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main  as  they  are,  and  that  it  is  our  dutj  not  to  allow  yon  to  be^ 
or  to  feel,  otherwise  than  entirely  at  liberty.' 

*  I  dare  say  it  may  be  right  in  yon,'  said  Gny,  gradgingly» 
*  However,  I  must  not  complun.  It  is  too  much  that  you  should 
not  reject  me  altogether.' 

To  all  three  that  space  was  as  bright  a  gleam  of  sunshind  aB 
ever  embeUished  life,  so  short  as  to  be  free  from  a  single  care;  a 
perfectly  serenely  happy  present,  the  more  joyous  from  haTing^ 
been  preoeded  by  veztttionB,  each  of  the  two  young  things  learning 
that  there  was  love  where  it  was  most  precious.  Qny  especially^ 
isolated  and  lonely  as  he  stood  in  life,  with  his  fear  and  mistrust 
of  himself,  was  now  not  only  allowed  to  love,  and  assured  beyond 
his  hopes  that  Amy  returned  his  affection,  but  found  himself 
thus  welcomed  by  the  mother,  and  gathered  into  the  family  where 
his  warm  feelings  had  taken  up  their  abode,  while  he  oelieved 
himself  regarded  only  as  a  guest  and  a  stranger. 

They  tuked  on,  with  happy  silences  between,  Guy  standing 
all  the  time  with  his  branch  of  roses  in  his  hand,  and  Amy  look- 
ing up  to  ^'iTn,  and  trying  to  realise  it,  and  to  understand  why  she 
was  so  very,  very  happy. 

No  one  thought  of  tune  till  Charlotte  rushed  in,  like  a  whirU 
wind,  crving — 

*  Oh,  here  you  are !  We  oould  not  think  what  had  become  of 
you.  There  has  Deloraine  been  at  the  door  these  ten  minutes^ 
and  Charlie  sent  me  to  find  you,  for  he  says  if  you  are  too  late 
for  Mrs.  Henley's  dinner,  she  will  write  such  an  account  of  you 
to  Philip  as  you  will  never  get  over.' 

Very  little  of  this  was  heard,  there  was  onlv  the  instinctive 
consternation  of  being  too  late.  They  started  up,  Guy  threw 
down  his  roses,  caught  Amy's  hand  and  pressed  it,  while  she  bent 
down  her  head,  hi&ig  the  renewed  bluc^ ;  he  dashed  out  of  the 
room,  and  up  to  his  own,  while  Mrs.  Edmonstone  and  Charlotte 
hurried  down.  In  another  second,  he  was  back  again,  and  onco 
more  Amy  felt  the  pressure  of  his  hand  on  hers — 

*Good-bye!'  he  said;  and  she  whispered  another  *  Good-bye  P 
the  only  words  she  had  spoken. 

One  moment  more  he  lingered, — 

'My  Yerenal'  said  he;  but  the  hurrying  sounds  in  the  hall 
warned  him — ^he  sprang  down  to  the  drawing*room.  Even  Charlea 
was  on  the  alert,  standmg,  leaning  against  the  table,  and  lof^dng 
eager;  but  Guy  had  not  time  to  m  him  roeak,  he  only  shook 
hands,  and  wished  good-bye,  with  a  sort  of  vehement  agitated 
cordiality,  concealed  by  his  haste. 

*  Where's  Amy  ?'  cried  Charlotte.  *  Amy !  Is  not  she  coming 
to  wish  him  good-bye  ?' 
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He  said  something,  of  which  '  up  staaxs'  was  the  only  audible 
word ;  held  Mrs*.  Edmonstone's  hand  fast,  while  she  said,  in  a 
low  voice — *  You  shall  hear  from  papa  to-morrow,'  then  sprung 
on  his  horse,  and  looked  up.  Amy  was  at  the  window,  he  saw 
her  head  bending  forward,  under  its  veil  of  curls,  in  the  midst  of 
the  roses  round  the  lattice ;  their  eyes  met  once  more,  he  gave 
one  beamy  smile,  then  rode  off  at  fidl  speed,  with  Bustle  racing 
after  him,  while  Amy  threw  herself  on  her  knees  by  her  bed,  and 
with  hands  clasped  over  her  face,  prayed  that  she  might  be  thank* 
fed  enough,  and  never  be  unworthy  of  him. 

Every  one  wanted  to  get  rid  of  every  one  else  except  Mrs. 
Edmonstone ;  for  all  but  Charlotte  guessed  at  the  state  of  the 
case,  and  even  she  perceived  that  something  was  going  on.  Lady 
Ey^een  was  in  a  state  of  great  curiosity;  but  she  had  mercy,  she 
knew  that  they  must  tell  each  other  before  it  came  to  her  turn, 
and  very  g^d-naturedly  she  invited  Charlotte  to  oome  into  the 
garden  with  her,  and  kept  her  out  of  the  wa^  by  a  full  account 
of  her  last  fancy  ball,  given  with  so  much  spirit  and  humour  that 
Charlotte  could  not  help  attending. 

Charles  and  Laura  gained  little  by  this  kind  manoeuvre,  for 
their  mother  was  gone  up  affain  to  Amy,  and  they  could  only 
make  a  feiw  conjeckires.  Chanes  nursed  his  right  hand,  and  asked 
Iiaora  how  hers  felt  ?  She  looked  up  from  her  work,  to  which  she 
had  begun  to  apply  herself  diligently,  and  gazed  at  him  inquir- 
ingly, as  if  to  see  whether  he  intended  anything. 

*  For  my  part,'  he  added,  '  I  certainly  thought  he  meant  to 
cany  off  the  hands  of  some  of  the  family.' 

*  1  suppose  we  shall  soon  hear  it  explained,'  said  Laura,  quietly. 
'  Soon !    K I  had  as  many  available  legs  as  you,  would  I  wait 

for  other  people's  soon.' 

'  I  shomd  think  she  had  rather  be  left  to  mamma,'  said  Laur% 
gouig  on  with  her  work. 

'  Then  you  do  think  there  is  something  in  it  ?'  said  Charles, 
peering  up  in  her  face ;  but  he  saw  he  was  teasing  her,  recollected 
that  she  had  lone  seemed  out  of  spirits,  and  forebore  to  say  any 
more.  He  was,  however,  too  impatient  to  remain  longer  qiuet, 
and  presently  Laura  saw  him  adjustmg  his  crutches. 

^  0  Charlie !  I  am  sure  it  will  only  be  troublesome.' 

'  I  am  going  to  my  own  room,'  said  Charles,  hopping  off.  '  I 
presume  you  don't  wish  to  forbid  that.' 

His  room  had  a  door  into  the  dressing-room,  so  that  it  was  an 
excellent  place  for  discovering  all  from  which  thev  did  not  wish 
to  exclude  him,  and  he  did  not  believe  he  should  be  unwelcome ; 
for  though  he  might  pretend  it  was  all  fun  and  curiosity,  he 
heartily  loved  his  httle  Amy. 
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The  tap  of  his  crutches,  and  the  slow  motion  with  which  he 
raised  himself  from  step  to  step,  was  heard ;  and  Amy,  who  was 
leaning  against  her  mother,  started  up,  exclaiming — 

'  0  mamma,  here  comes  Charlie !  May  I  tell  hun  P  I  am  sure 
I  can't  meet  him  without.' 

'  I  suspect  he  has  guessed  it  already,*  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone, 
going  to  open  the  door,  just  as  he  reached  the  head  of  the  stairs, 
and  then  leaving  them. 

'  Well,  Amy,'  said  he,  looking  full  at  her  carnation  cheeks, 
'  are  you  prepared  to  see  me  turn  lead-coloured,  and  fall  into  con- 
vulsions, like  the  sister  with  the  spiue  complaint  ?' 

*  O  Charlie !    Tou  know  it.    But  how?' 

Amy  was  helping  him  to  the  sofa,  laid  him  down,  and  sat  by 
him  on  the  old  footstool ;  he  put  his  arm  round  her  neck,  and 
she  rested  her  head  on  his  shoulder. 

^  Well,  Amy,  I  give  you  joy,  my  small  woman,'  said  he,  talking 
the  more  nonsense  because  of  the  fulness  in  his  throat ;  '  and  I 
hope  you  give  me  credit  for  amazing  self-denial  m  so  doing.' 

'  0  Charlie— -dear  Charlie  I'  and  she  kissed  him,  she  could  not 
blush  more,  poor  little  thing,  for  she  had  already  reached  her 
utmost  capability  of  redness — '  it  is  no  such  thing.' 

'  No  such  thing !  What  has  turned  you  into  a  turkey-cock 
all  at  once,  or  what  made  him  nearly  squeeze  off  my  unfortunate 
fingers  P    No  such  thing,  indeed !' 

'  I  mean — ^I  mean,  it  is  not  thai.  We  are  so  very  young,  and 
I  am  so  silly.' 

<  Is  that  his  reason?' 

'  You  must  make  me  so  much  better  and  wiser.  Oh,  if  I  could 
but  be  good  enough !' 

^  For  that  matter,  I  don't  think  any  one  else  would  be  good 
enough  to  take  care  of  such  a  silly  little  thing.  But  what  is  the 
that,  that  it  is,  or  is  not  P' 

'  Nothing  now,  only  when  we  are  older.  At  least,  you  know 
papa  has  not  heard  it.' 

'  Provided  my  father  gives  his  consent,  as  the  Irish  young  lady 
added  to  all  her  responses  through  the  marriage  service.  But 
tell  me  all — all  you  like,  I  mean — for  you  will  have  lovers' 
secrets  now,  Amy.' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  had,  meantime,  gone  down  to  Laura.  Poor 
Laura,  as  soon  as  her  brother  had  left  the  room,  she  allowed  the 
fixed  composure  of  her  taace  to  relax  into  a  restless,  harassed, 
almost  miserable  expression,  and  walked  up  and  down  with  agi- 
tated steps. 

'  O  wealth,  wealth !' — ^her  lips  formed  the  words,  without  utter- 
ing them — '  what  cruel  differences  it  makes !    All  smooth  here ! 
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Toimg,  not  to  be  trosted,  with  strange  resenrefl,  discreditable  con- 
nexions,— ^that  fiuoilj, — ^th&t  fearful  tem^,  showing  itsdf  even 
to  her!  All  will  be  overlooked !  Papa  will  be  delighted,  I  know 
he  will !  And  how  is  it  with  us  ?  Ph>ved,  noble,  superior,  owned 
as  such  by  all,  as  Philip  is,  yet,  for  that  want  of  hateful  money,  he 
would  be  spumed.  And  for  this — ^for  this — ^the  love  that  has 
grown  up  with  our  Uves  must  be  crushed  down  and  hidden— our 
life  is  wearing  out  in  wearying  self-watching !' 

The  lock  of  the  door  turned,  and  Laura  had  resumed  her  ordi- 
naiy  expression  before  it  opened,  and  her  mother  came  in ;  but 
there  was  anything  but  calmness  beneath,  for  the  pang  of  self- 
reproach  had  come — '  Was  it  thus  that  she  prepared  to  hear  these 
tidings  of  her  sister  P' 

'  Well,  Laura,'  began  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  with  the  eager  snule 
of  one  bringing  delightful  news,  and  sure  of  sympathy. 

'  It  is  so,  then  P'  said  Laura.  '  Dear,  dear,  little  Amy !  I 
hope — '  and  her  eyes  filled  with  tears;  but  she  had  learnt  to 
dread  any  outbreak  of  feeling,  ocmquered  it  in  a  minute,  and 
said — 

'  What  has  happened?    How  does  it  stand?' 

'  It  stands,  at  least  as  fiur  as  I  can  say  without  papa,  as  the 
dear  Qnj  veiy  rightly  and  wisely  wished  it  to  stand.  There  is 
no  positive  engagement,  they  are  both  too  young ;  but  he  thought 
it  was  not  right  to  remain  here  without  letting  us  know  his 
sentiments  towards  her.' 

A  panff  shot  through  Laura ;  but  it  was  but  for  a  moment. 
Guy  might  doubt  where  Philip  need  never  do  so.  Her  mother 
went  on, — 

'  Their  frankness  and  confidence  are  most  beautiful.  We  know 
dear  little  Amy  could  not  help  it ;  but  there  was  something  very 
sweet,  very  noble,  in  his  way  of  telling  all." 

Another  pang  for  Laura.  But  no!  it  was  only  poverty  that 
was  to  blame.  Philip  would  speak  as  plainly  if  his  prospects 
were  as  fair. 

'  Oh^  I  hope  it  will  do  well,'  said  she. 

'It  must) — ^it  will!'  cried  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  giving  way  to 
her  J03rful  enthusiasm  of  affection.  'It  is  nonsense  to  doubt, 
knowing  him  as  we  do.  There  is  not  a  man  in  the  world  with 
whom  I  could  be  so  happy  to  trust  her. 

Laura  could  not  hear  Ghiy  set  above  all  men  in  the  world,  and 
she  remembered  Philip's  warning  to  her,  two  years  ago. 

'  There  is  much  tlutt  is  very  good  and  very  delightful  about 
him,'  she  said,  hesitatingly. 

'  You  are  thinking  of  the  Morville  temper,*  said  her  mother ; 
*  but  I  am  not  afraid  of  it.    A  naturally  hot  temper,  controlled 
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like  his  by  strong  religious  principle,  is  far  safer  tliaQ  a  cool  easy 
one,  without  the  principle.' 

Laura  thought  this  going  too  far ;  but  she  felt  some  compen- 
sation due  to  Guy,  and  acknowled^ged  how  strongly  he  was 
actuated  by  principle.  Howeyer — and  it  was  well  for  her — ^they 
could  not  talk  long,  for  Eveleen  and  Charlotte  were  approaching, 
and  she  hastily  asked  what  was  to  be  done  about  teUing  Eva, 
who  could  not  fail  to  g^ess  something. 

^  We  must  tell  her,  and  make  her  promise  absolute  secrecy,* 
said  Mrs.  Edmonstone.  'I  will  speiJc  to  her  myself;  but  I 
must  wait  till  I  have  seen  papa.  There  is  no  doubt  of  what  he 
will  say;  but  we  have  been  taking  quite  liberties  enough  in  his 
ftbsence.' 

Laura  did  not  see  her  nster  till  luncheon,  when  Amy  came 
down,  with  a  glow  on  her  cheeks  that  made  her  so  much  prettier 
than  usual,  that  Charles  wished  Ghiy  could  have  seen  her.  She 
said  little,  and  ran  up  again  as  soon  as  she  could.  Laura  followed 
her ;  and  the  two  sisters  threw  their  arms  fondly  round  each 
other,  and  kissed  repeatedly. 

'  Mamma  has  told  you  ?'  said  Amy.  *  Oh,  it  has  made  me  so 
veiy  happy ;  and  every  one  is  so  kind.' 

*  Dear,  dear  Amy !' 

*  I'm  only  afraid ' 

*  He  has  begun  so  well ' 

'  Oh,  nonsense !  You  cannot  think  I  could  be  so  foolish  as  to 
be  afraid  for  him  P  Oh  no !  But  if  he  should  take  me  for  more 
than  I  am  worth.  O  Laura,  Laura!  What  shall  I  do  to  be  as 
good  and  sensible  as  you !  I  must  not  be  silly  little  Amy  any 
more.' 

^  Perhaps  he  likes  you  best  as  your  are  ?' 

'  I  don't  mean  cleverness :  I  can't  help  that, — ^and  he  knows 
how  stupid  I  am, — ^but  I  am  afraid  he  thinks  there  is  more 
worth  in  me.  Don't  you  know,  he  has  a  sort  of  sunshine  in  his 
eyes  and  mind,  that  makes  all  he  cares  about  seem  to  him 
brighter  and  better  than  it  really  is.  I  am  afraid  he  is  only 
dressing  me  up  with  that  sunshine.' 

'  It  must  be  strange  sunshine  that  you  want  to  make  you 
better  and  brighter  thEm  you  are,'  said  Laura,  kissing  her.  { 

'  I'll  tell  you  what  it  is,'  said  Amy,  folding  her  hands,  and 
standing  with  her  face  raised, '  it  wont  do  now,  as  you  told  me 
once,  to  have  no  bones  in  my  character.  I  must  learn  to  be 
steady  and  strong,  if  I  can ;  for  if  this  is  to  be,  he  will  depend 
on  me,  I  don't  mean,  to  advise  him,  for  he  knows  better  than 
anybody ;  but  to  be-— you  know  what — ^if  vexation  or  trouble 
was  to  come !  And  Laura^  think  if  he  was  to  depend  on  me,  and 
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I  wnB  to  fail !  Oh,  do  help  me  to  have  firmness  and  self-command, 
like  you !' 

'  It  was  a  long  time  ago  that  we  talked  of  jonr  wanting 
bones.' 

'  Yes,  before  he  came ;  but  I  never  forget  it. 

Laura  was  obliged  to  go  out  with  Eveleen.  All  went  their 
different  ways ;  aud  Amy  had  the  garden  to  herself  to  cool  her 
cheeks  in.  But  this  was  a  vain  operation,  for  a  fresh  access  of 
burning  was  brought  on  while  Laura  was  helping  her  to  dress 
for  dinner,  when  her  father's  quick  step  sounded  in  the  passage. 
He  knocked  at  her  door,  and  as  she  opened  it,  he  kissed  h^r  on 
each  cheek ;  and  throwing  his  arm  round  her,  exclaimed, — 

'  Well,  Miss  Amy,  you  have  made  a  fine  morning's  work  of  it! 
A  pretty  thing,  for  young  ladies  to  be  accepting  offers  while  papa 
is  out  of  the  way.     Eh,  Laura  P' 

Amy  knew  this  was  a  manifestation  of  extreme  delight ;  but 
it  was  not  veiy  pleasant  to  Laura. 

'  So  you  have  made  a  conquest !'  proceeded  Mr.  Edmonstone ; 
'  and  I  heartily  wish  you  joy  of  it.  my  dear.  He  is  as  amiable 
and  good-natured  a  youth  as  I  would  wish  to  see ;  and  I  should 
say  tiie  same  if  he  had  not  a  shilling  in  the  world.' 

Laura's  heart  bounded ;  but  she  knew,  whatever  her  father 
might  fancy,  the  reality  would  be  very  different  if  Guy  were  as 
poor  as  Philip. 

'  I  shall  write  to  him  this  very  evening,'  he  continued,  '  and 
tell  him,  if  he  has  the  bad  taste  to  like  such  a  silly  little  white 
thing,  I  am  not  the  man  to  stand  in  his  way.  Eh,  Amy  p  Shall 
ItellhimsoP' 

*  Tell  him  what  you  please,  dear  papa.' 

^  Eh  p    What  I  please  P    Suppose  I  say  we  can't  spare  our 
little  one,  and  he  may  go  about  his  business  P' 

*  I'm  not  afraid  of  you,  papa.' 

'  Come,  she's  a  good  little  thing — sha'n't  be  teased.  Eh,  Laura  P 
what  do  you  thiiS[  of  it,  our  b^uiy,  to  see  your  younger  sister 
impertinent  enough  to  set  up  a  lover,  while  your  pink  cheeks 
are  left  in  the  lurch  P' 

Laura  not  being  wont  to  make  playful  repartees,  her  silence 
passed  unnoticed.  Her  feelings  were  mixed;  but  perhaps  the 
predominant  one  was  satisfaction  that  it  was  not  for  her  pink 
cheeks  that  she  was  valued. 

It  had  occurred  to  Mrs.  Edmonstone  that  it  was  a  curious 
thing,  after  her  attempt  at  scheming  for  Eveleen,  to  have  to 
announce  to  her  that  Guy  was  attached  to  her  own  daughter ;  nay, 
after  the  willingness  Eveleen  had  manifested  to  be  gratified  with 
any  attention  Guy  showed  her,  it  seemed  doubtful  for  a  moment 
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whether  the  inteUigenoe  would  be  pleasing  to  her.  However, 
Eveleen  was  jiut  the  girl  to  like  men  better  than  women,  and 
never  to  be  so  happy  as  when  on  the  verge  of  flirting ;  it  would 
probably  have  been  the  same  with  any  other  youth  that  came  in 
her  way ;  and  €hiy  might  fully  be  acquitted  of  doing  more  than 
paying  her  the  civilities  which  were  requisite  from  him  to  any  « 
voung  lady  visitor.  He  had,  two  years  ago,  when  a  mere  boy, 
idled,  laughed,  and  made  fun  with  her ;  but  his  fear  of  trifling 
away  his  time  had  made  him  draw  back,  before  he  had  involved 
himself  in  what  might  have  led  to  anything  further ;  and  during 
the  present  visit,  no  one  could  doubt  that  he  was  preoccupied 
with  Amy.  At  any  rate,  it  was  right  that  Eveleen  should  know 
the  truth,  in  confidence,  if  only  to  prevent  her  from  talking  of 
any  surmises  she  might  have. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  set  at  ease  in  a  moment.  Eveleen  was 
enchanted,  danced  round  and  round  the  room,  declared  they 
would  be  the  most  charming  couple  in  the  world ;  'she  had  seen 
it  all  along ;  she  was  so  delighted  they  had  come  to  an  under- 
standing at  last,  poor  things,  they  were  so  miserable  all  last 
week ;  and  she  must  take  credit  to  herself  for  having  done  it  all. 
Was  not  her  aunt  very  much  obliged  to  her  P 

'  My  dear  Eva,'  exclaimed  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  into  whose  mind 
the  notion  never  entered  that  any  one  could  boast  of  such  a 
proceeding  as  hers  last  night ;  but  the  truth  was  that  Eveleen, 
feeling  slightly  culpable,  was  delighted  that  all  had  turned  out 
so  weU,  and  resolved  to  carry  it  off  with  a  high  hand. 

'To  be  sure!  Poor  little  Amy!  when  she  looked  ready  to 
sink  into  the  earth,  she  little  knew  her  obligations  to  me !  Was 
not  it  the  cleverest  thing  in  the  world  ?  It  was  just  the  touch 
they  wanted — ^the  very  thing !' 

'  My  dear,  I  am  glad  I  know  that  you  are  sometimes  given  to 
talking  nonsense,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  laughing. 

'  And  you  wont  believe  me  serious  ?  You  wont  be  grateful 
to  me  for  my  lucky  hit?'  said  Eveleen,  lookine  comically 
injured.  '  Oh  auntie,  that  is  very  hard,  when  I  shaU  believe  to 
my  dying  day  that  I  did  it!' 

*  Why,  Eva,  if  I  thought  it  had  been  done  by  design,  I  should 
find  it  very  hard  to  forgive  you  for  it  at  all,  rather  hard  even  to 
accept  Guy,  so  you  had  better  not  try  to  disturb  my  belief  that 
it  was  only  that  spirit  of  mischief  that  makes  you  now  and  then 
a  little  mad.' 

'  Oh  dear !  what  a  desperate  scolding  you  must  have  given 
poor  little  Charlotte !'  exclaimed  Eveleen,  quaintly. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  could  not  help  laughing  as  she  confessed 
that  she  had  altogether  forgotten  Charlotte. 
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*  Then  you  will.  Tou'U  go  on  forgetiong  her,*  cried  Ereleen. 
'She  only  did  what  she  whb  told,  and  did  not  know  the  malice  of 
it.  There,  you're  relenting !  There's  a  good  aunt !  And  now,  if 
you  wont  he  grateful,  as  any  other  nuunma  in  the  world  would 
have  heen,  and  as  I  calculated  on,  when  I  pretended  to  have 
.heen  a  prudent^  designing  woman,  instead  of  a  wild  mischievous 
monkey,  at  least  you'll  farfpye  me  enough  to  invite  me  to  the 
weddixig.  Oh !  wnat  a  heauty  of  a  wedding  it  will  he !  I'd  come 
from  lulooran  all  the  way  on  my  hare  koiees  to  see  it.  And 
you'll  let  me  he  hridesmaid,  and  have  a  hall  after  it  ?' 

'  There  is  no  saying  what  I  may  do,  if  you'll  only  he  a  good 
girl,  and  hold  your  tongue.  I  don't  want  to  prevent  your  teuing 
anything  to  your  mamma,  of  course,  hut  pray  don't  let  it  go 
any  further.  Don't  let  Maurice  hear  it.  I  have  e^ecial 
reasons  for  wishing  it  should  not  he  known.  Tou  know  it  is  not 
even  an  engagement,  and  nothing  must  he  done  which  can  make 
Quj  feel  in  the  least  hound  ?' 

£veleen  promised,  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone  knew  that  she  had 
sense  and  proper  feding  enough  for  her  promise  to  deserve  trust. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

For  &]aeliood  now  doth  flow. 

And  snbject  faith  doth  ebbe, 
Which  would  not  be,  if  rouon  rulod. 

Or  wifldome  weay'd  the  webbe. 

The  daujriiter  of  debate. 

That  ek»  diBcord  doth  sowe, 
Shal  reape  no  gaine  where  former  role 

Hath  taught  stil  peace  to  growe.— QuxBic  Euzabbth. 

'Athsk^um  Teskacs,  St.  MiLDasD'a^ 
August  4th. 

MY  nsAB  Phiuf, — Thank  you  for  returning  the  hooks,  which 
were  hrought  safely  hy  Sir  Guy.  I  am  sorry  you  do  not 
agree  in  my  estimate  of  them.  I  should  have  thought  your 
strong  sense  would  have  made  you  perceive  that  reasoning  upon 
£ict,  and  granting  nothing  without  tangible  proof,  were  ti^e  hest 
remedy  for  a  dreamy  romantic  tendency  to  the  weakness  and 
creduhty  which  are  in  the  present  day  termed  poetry  and  faith. 
It  is  curious  to  ohserve  how  these  vague  theories  reduce  them- 
selves to  the  ahsurd  when  hrought  into  practice.  There  are  two 
Miss  Wellwoods  here,  daughters  of  that  unfortunate  man  who 
fell  in  a  duel  with  old  Sir  Guy  Morville,  who  seem  to  make  it 
their  business  to  become  the  general  subject  of  animadversion^ 
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taking  pauper  children  into  their  house,  where  they  educate 
them  in  a  way  to  unfit  them  for  their  station,  and  teach  them  to 
observe  a  sort  of  monaatic  rule^  preaching  the  poor  peojde  in  the 
hospital  to  deathy  visiting  the  po^r  at  all  sorts  of  strai^  hours. 
Dr.  Henley  actually  found  one  of  them,  at  twelve  o'clock  at 
night)  in  a  miserable  lodging-house,  filled  with  the  worst  descrip- 
tion of  inmatea.  Quite  young  women,  too,  and  with  no  mother 
or  elder  person  to  direct  them ;  but  at  is  the  fashion  among  the 
attendants  at  the  new  chapel  to  admire  them.  This  subject  has 
diverted  me  firom  whftt  I  intended  to  say  with  respect  to  the 
young  baronet.  Your  description  agrees  with  all  I  have  hitherto 
seen,  though  I  own  I  expected  a  Beddyffe  Morville  to  have 
more  of  the  hero9  de  roman^  or  rather  of  the  grand  tragic  cast 
of  figure,  as,  if  I  remember  right,  was  the  case  with  this  youth's 
&ther,  a  much  finer  and  handsomer  young  man.  Sir  Guy  is 
certainly  gentlemanlike,  and  has  that  sort  of  agreeability  which 
depends  on  high  animal  spirits.  I  should  think  him  clever,  but 
superficial ;  and  with  his  mania  for  music,  he  can  hardly  fail  to 
be  merely  an  accompUshed  man.  In  spite  of  all  you  said  of 
the  Beddyffe  temper,  I  was  hardly  prepared  to  find  it  so  ready 
to  fiaah  forth  on  the  most  inexplicable  provocations.  It  is  like 
walking  on  a  volcano.  I  have  seen  him  two  or  three  times  draw 
himself  up,  bite  his  lip,  and  answer  with  an  effort  and  a  shaipneaa 
that  shows  how  thin  a  crust  coven  the  burning  lava ;  but  I 
acknowledge  that  he  has  been  very  dvil  and  attentive,  and 
speaks  most  properly  of  what  he  owes  to  you.  I  only  hope  he 
will  not  be  nurt  by  the  possession  of  so  large  a  property  so 
jearly  in  life,  and  I  have  an  idea  that  our  good  aunt  i^  HollyweU 
has  done  a  good  deal  to  raise  his  opinion  of  himself.  We  shall, 
of  oourse,  show  him  every  dvility  in  our  power,  and  give  him 
the  advantage  of  intelleotual  sodeiy  at  our  house.  His  letters 
are  directed  to  this  place,  as  you  know  South  Moor  Farm  is  out 
of  the  cognizance  of  the  post.  They  seem  to  keep  up  a  briak 
correspondence  with  him  irom  HollywelL  Few  guardians'  letters 
are,  I  should  guess,  honoured  with  such  deepening  colour  as  his 
while  reading  one  from  my  unde.  He  tells  me  he  has  been 
caHing  at  Stylehurst ;  it  is  a  piiy ,  for  his  sake,  that  Colond 
Harewood  is  at  home,  for  the  society  of  those  sons  is  by  no 
means  advisable  for  him.  I  can  hardly  expect  to  offer  him  what 
is  likdy  to  be  as  agreeable  to  him  as  the  conversation  and  amuse- 
ments of  Edward  and  Tom  Harewood,  who  are  sure  to  be  at 
home  for  the  St.  Mildred's  races.  I  hear  Tom  has  been  getting 
into  firesh  scrapes  at  Cambridge. 

'  Tour  affectionate  sister, 

*Mabgabet  Heitlet.' 
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*Atbmsmuk  Terback,  St.  Mildbid'8, 
Sept.  eth. 

^  Mt  dsab  Philip, — No  one  can  have  a  greater  dislike  than 
myself  to  what  is  called  miscfaief-making ;  therefore  I  leave  it 
entirely  to  you  to  make  what  use  you  please  of  the  following 
facts,  which  have  fallen  under  my  notice.  Sir  Guy  Morville  has 
been  several  times  at  St.  Mildred's,  in  company  wHh  Tom  Hare- 
wood,  and  more  than  once  alone  with  some  strange  questionable- 
looking  people;  and  not  many  days  ago,  my  maid  met  him 
coming  out  of  a  house  in  one  of  the  low  streets,  which  it  is 
hard  to  assign  a  motive  for  his  visiting.  This,  however,  might 
be  accident,  and  I  should  never  have  thought  of  mentioning  it, 
but  for  a  circumstance  that  occurred  this  morning.  I  had  occa- 
sion to  visit  Grey's  Bank,  and  while  waiting  in  conversation  with 
.Mr.  Grey,  a  person  came  in  whom  I  knew  to  be  a  notorious 
gambler,  and  offered  a  cheque  to  be  changed.  As  it  lay  on  the 
counter,  my  eye  was  caught  by  the  signature.  It  was  my 
uncle's.  I  looked  again,  and  coidd  not  be  mistaken.  It  was  a 
draft  for  £30  on  Drummond,  dated  the  12th  of  August,  to  Sir 
Guy  Morville,  signed  C.  Edmonstone,  and  endorsed  in  Sir  Guy's 
own  writing,  with  the  name  of  John  White.  In  order  that  I 
might  be  certain  that  I  was  doing  the  poor  young  man  no  injus- 
tice, I  outstayed  the  man,  and  asked  who  he  was,  when  Mr.  Grey 
confirmed  me  in  my  belief  that  it  was  one  Jack  White,  a  jockey- 
ing sort  of  man  who  attends  all  the  races  in  the  country,  and 
makes  his  livelihood  by  betting  and  gambling.  And  now,  my 
dear  brother,  make  what  use  of  this  fadb  you  think  fit,  though  I 
fear  there  is  little  hope  of  rescuing  the  poor  youth  from  the 
fatal  habits  which  are  hereditary  in  his  family,  'and  must  be 
strong  indeed  not  to  have  been  eradicated  by  such  careful  train- 
ing as  you  say  he  has  received.  I  leave  it  entirely  to  you, 
trusting  in  your  excellent  judgment,  and  only  hoping  you  will 
not  bring  my  name  forward.  Grieving  much  at  having  to  be 
the  first  to  communicate  such  unpleasant  tidings,  which  will 
occasion  so  much  vexation  at  HoUywelL 

'  Your  affectionate  sister, 

'  MaBGABET  HXITLET.* 

Captain  Morville  was  alone  when  he  received  the  latter  of 
these  letters.  At  first,  a  look  divided  between  irony  and  melan- 
choly passed  over  his  face,  as  he  read  his  sister's  preface  and  her 
hearsay  evidence,  but,  as  he  went  fiarther,  his  upper  lip  curled, 
and  a  sudden  gleam,  as  of  exultation  in  a  verified  prophecy, 
lighted  his  eye,  shading  off  quickly,  however,  and  giving  place 
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to  an  iron  expression  of  rigidity  and  sternness,  the  compressed 
mouth,  coldly-fixed  eye,  and  sedate  brow,  composed  into  a  grave 
severity  that  might  have  served  for  an  impersonation  of  stem 
justice.  He  looked  through  the  letter  a  second  time,  folded  it 
up,  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  went  about  his  usual  affiurs ;  but 
the  expression  did  not  leave  his  face  all  day;  and  the  next  morn- 
ing he  took  a  day-ticket  by  the  railway  to  Broadstone,  where,  as 
it  was  the  day  of  the  petty  sessions,  he  had  little  doubt  of 
meeting  Mr.  Edmonstone.  Accordingly,  he  had  not  walked  far 
down  the  High  Street,  before  he  saw  his  uncle  standing  on  the 
step  of  the  post-office,  opening  a  letter  he  had  just  received. 

'  Ha !  Philip,  what  brings  you  here  ?  The  very  man  I  wanted. 
Coming  to  Holly  well  ?' 

'  No,  thank  you,  I  go  back  this  evening,'  said  Philip ;  and, 
as  he  spoke,  he  saw  that  the  letter  which  Mr.  Edmonstone 
held,  and  twisted  with  a  hasty,  nervous  movement,  was  in  Guy's 
writing. 

'  Well,  I  am  glad  you  are  here,  at  any  rate.  Here  is  the  most 
extraordinary  thing !  What  possesses  the  boy  I  cannot  guess. 
Here's  Ghiy  writing  to  me  for — ^What  do  you  think  ?  To  send 
him  a  thousand  pounds !' 

'  Hem !'  said  Philip  in  an  expressive  tone ;  yet,  as  if  he  was 
not  very  much  amazed ;  '  no  explanation,  I  suppose  ?' 

'No,  none  at  all.  Here,  see  what  he  says  yourself.  No! 
Tes,  you  may,'  added  Mr.  Edmonstone,  with  a  rapid  glance 
at  the  end  of  the  letter, — a  movement  first  to  retain  it,  and 
then  following  his  first  impulse,  with  an  unintelligible  mur- 
muring. 

Philip  read, — r 

'South  Moob,  Skft.  7th. 

'  Mr  DSAB  Mb.  Edmonstoke. — You  will  be  surprised  at  the 
request  I  have  to  make  you,  afber  my  resolution  not  to  exceed 
my  allowance.  However,  this  is  not  for  my  own  expenses,  and 
it  will  not  occur  again.  I  should  be  much  obliged  to  you  to 
let  me  have  £1000,  in  what  manner  you  please,  only  I  should 
be  glad  if  it  were  soon.  I  am  sorry  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  tell 
you  what  I  want  it  for,  but  I  trust  to  your  kindness.  Tell 
Charlie  I  wiU  write  to  him  in  a  day  or  two ;  but,  between  our 
work,  and  walking  to  St.  Mildred's  for  the  letters,  which  we 
cannot  help  doing  every  day,  the  time  for  writing  is  short. 
Another  month,  however,  and  what  a  holiday  it  will  be !  Tell 
Amy  she  ought  to  be  here  to  see  the  purple  of  the  hills  in  the 
early  morning;  it  almost  makes  up  for  having  no  sea.  The 
races  have  be^  making  St.  Mildred's  very  gay;  indeed,  we  laugh 
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at  Wellwood  for  having  brought  va  here,  by  way  of  a  quiet 
place.  I  never  was  in  the  way  of  so  much  dissipation  in  my 
life. 

'  Tours  veiy  affectionately, 

•  Gut  Mobville.' 

*  Well,  what  do  you  think  of  it  ?  What  would  you  do  in  my 
place — eh,  Philip  ?  What  can  he  want  of  it,  eh  ?'  said  Mr. 
jSdmonstone,  tormenting  his  riding^whip,  and  looking  up  to 
study  his  nephew's  face,  which,  with  stem  gravity  in  every  fea- 
ture, was  bent  over  the  letter,  as  if  to  weigh  eveiy  line.  '  £h, 
Philip?'  repeated  Mr.  Edmonstone,  several  times,  without 
obtaining  an  answer. 

*  This  is  no  place  for  discussion,'  at  last  said  Philip,  delibe- 
rately returning  the  letter.  '  Gome  into  the  reading-room.  We 
shall  find  no  one  there  at  this  hour.    Here  we  are.' 

*WeIl — ^well — well,'  b^an  Mr.  Edmonstone,  fretted  by  his 
coolness  to  the  extreme  of  impatience, '  what  do  you  think  of  it  P 
He  can't  be  after  any  mischief;  'tis  npt  in  the  boy;  when — 

when  he  is  all  but Pooh !  what  am  I  saying  ?     Well,  what 

do  you  think  ?' 

*  I  am  afraid  it  confirms  but  too  strongly  a  report  which  I 
received  yesterday.' 

^  From  your  sister  ?  •  Does  she  know  anything  about  it  ?' 
'  Yes,  from  my  sister.  But  I  was  very  unwilling  to  mention 
it,  because  she  particularly  requests  that  her  name  may  not  be 
used.  I  came  here  to  see  whether  you  had  heard  of  Ghiy  lately, 
60  as  to  judge  whether  it  was  needM  to  speak  of  it.  This  con- 
vinces me;  but  I  must  beg,  in  the  first  instance,  that  you  will 
not  mention  her,  not  even  to  my  aunt.' 

*  Well,  yes ;  very  well.     I  promise.    Only  let  me  heio*.' 
'Young  Harewood  has,  I  fear,  led  him  into  bad  company. 

There  can  now  be  no  doubt  that  he  has  been  gambling.' 

Philip  was  not  prepared  for  the  effect  of  these  words.  His 
imcle  started  up,  exclaiming — '  Gambling !  Impossible !  Some 
confounded  slander !  I  don't  beheve  one  word  of  it !  I  wont 
hear  such  things  said  of  him,'  he  repeated,  stammering  with 
passion,  and  walking  violently  about  the  room.  This  £d  not 
last  long ;  there  was  something  in  the  unmoved  way  in  which 
Philip  waited  till  he  had  patience  to  listen,  which  gradually 
mastered  him ;  his  angry  manner  subsided,  and,  sitting  down,  he 
continued  the  argument  in  a  would-be-composed  voice. 

'  It  is  utterly  impossible !  Remember,  he  thinks  himself  bound 
not  so  much  as  to  touch  a  billiard  cue.' 

'  I  could  have  thought  it  impossible,  but  for  what  I  have  seen 
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of  the  way  in  which  promifles  are  ehided  by  penona  too  strictly 
bound,'  said  Fhilip.  '  The  moral  force  of  princq^  ia  the  only 
efficient  pledge.' 

'Principle!  I  should  like  to  see  who  haa  better  principleB  than 
Gny!'  cried  Mr.  Edmonstone.  '  Ton  have  said  so  youiiBelf,  fifty 
times,  and  your  aunt  has  said  so,  and  Charies.  I  could  as  soon 
suspect  myselL'  He  was  growing  Tehement,  but  again  Philip's 
imperturbabilxty  rcnpressed  &s  viidenoe,  and  he  asked, '  WeD^  what 
endence  hsYeyour  Mind,  I  am  not  goingto  believe  itwithoot 
the  strongest.  I  don't  know  that  I  would  believe  my  own  eyes 
against  him.' 

'It  is  very  sad  to  find  such  confidence  misplaced,^  said  Philip. 
'  Most  sincerely  do  I  wish  this  could  be  proved  to  be  a  mistake ; 
but  this  extraordinary  request  coiTobontes  my  sister^s  letter  too 
fulhr.' 

<  Ijet  me  hear,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone,  feebly. 

Philip  produced  his  letter,  without  reading  the  whole  of  it ; 
for  he  could  not  bear  the  appearance  of  gossip  and  'prpt^j  and 
would  not  expose  his  nster ;  so  he  pieced  it  out  with  his  own 
words,  and  made  it  sound  fkr  less  discreditable  to  her.  It  was 
quite  enough  for  Mr.  Edmonstone ;  the  accuracy  of  the  details 
seemed  to  strike  him  dumb ;  and  there  was  a  long  silence,  which 
he  broke  by  saying,  with  a  deep  sigh, — 

'  Who  could  have  thought  it?    Poor  little  AmyP 

'Amy?'  exclaimed PhHip. 

*  Why,  ay.  I  did  not  mean  to  have  said  anything  of  it,  I  am 
sure;  but  they  did  it  among  them,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone,  growing 
ashamed,  under  Philip's  eye,  as  of  a  dreadful  piece  of  imprudence. 
'  I  was  out  of  the  way  at  the  time,  but  I  could  not  refiise  my 
consent,  you  know,  as  things  stood  then.' 

'  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  Amy  is  engaged  to  him  ?' 

'  Why,  no— -not  exactly  engageo,  only  on  trial,  you  understand, 
to  see  if  he  will  be  steady.  I  was  at  Broadstone;  'twaa  mamma 
settled  it  all.  Poor  Htue  thing,  she  is  very  much  in  love  with 
him,  I  do  believe ;  but  there's  an  end  of  everything  now.' 

'  It  is  very  fortunate  this  has  been  discovered  in  time/  said 
Philip.    '  Instead  of  pitying  her,  I  should  rejoice  in  her  esci^.' 

'Yes,' said  Mr.  Edmonstone,  rueluUy.  'Who  could  have  thought 
it?' 

'  I  am  afraid  the  mischief  is  of  long  standing,'  proceeded  Philip, 
resolved,  since  he  saw  his  uncle  so  grieved,  to  press  him  stronely, 
thinking  that  to  save  Amy  from  such  a  maniage  was  an  addi- 
tional motive.  'He  could  hardly  have  arrived  at  losing  as  much 
as  a  thousand  pounds,  all  at  once,  in  this  month  at  St.  Mildred's. 
Depend  upon  it,  that  painful  as  it  may  be  at  preaent,  there  is 

k2 


180  THE  HEIR  OF  BEDCLTFF& 

great  reason,  on  her  account,  to  rejoice  in  the  discovery.  Yon 
say  he  has  never  hefore  applied  to  vou  for  money?' 

'Not  a  farthing  beyond  his  allowance,  except  this  unlucky 
thirty  pounds,  for  his  additional  expense  of  the  tutor  and  the 
lodging.' 

'You  remember,  however,  that  he  has  always  seemed  short  of 
money,  never  appeared  able  to  afford  himself  any  little  extra 
expense.  You  have  noticed  it,  I  know.  You  remember,  too, 
how  unsatisfactoiy  his  reserve  about  his  proceedings  in  London 
has  been,  and  how  he  has  persisted  in  delaying  there,  in  spite  of 
all  warnings.  The  work,  no  doubt,  began  there,  under  the 
guidance  of  his  uncle ;  and  now  the  St.  Mildred's  races  and  Tom 
Harewood  have  continued  it.' 

'  I  wish  he  had  never  set  foot  in  the  place !' 

'  Nay;  for  Amy's  sake,  the  exposure  is  an  advantage,  if  not  for 
his  own.  The  course  must  have  been  long  since  begun ;  but  he 
contrived  to  avoid  what  could  lead  to  inquiry,  tiU  he  has  at 
length  involved  himself  in  some  desperate  scrape.  You  see,  he 
especially  desires  to  have  the  money  soon,  and  he  never  even 
attempts  to  say  you  would  approve  of  the  object.' 

'  Yes ;  he  has  the  grace  not  to  say  that.' 

'  Altogether,  it  is  worse  than  I  could  have  thought  possible,* 
said  Philip.  '  I  could  have  beheved  him  unstable  and  thought- 
less; but  the  concealment,  and  the  attempting  to  gain  poor 
Amy's  affections  in  the  midst  of  such  a  course        * 

'  Ay,  ay!'  cried  Mr.  Edmonstone,  now  fully  provoked ;  '  there 
is  the  monstrous  part.    He  thought  I  was  going  to  give  up  my 

rK>r  little  girl  to  a  gambler,  did  he  P  but  he  sh^  soon  see  what 
think  of  him, — riSxes,  Bedclyffe,  title,  and  all !' 
'  I  knew  that  would  be  your  feeling.' 

'Feel!  Yes;  and  he  shall  feel  it,  too.  So,  Sir  Quy,  you 
thought  you  had  an  old  fool  of  a  guardian,  did  you,  whom  you 
could  blind  as  you  pleased  ?  but  you  shall  soon  see  the  difference !' 

*  Better  beg^  cautiously,'  suggested  Philip.  '  Bemember  his 
unfortunate  temper,  and  write  coolly.' 

'  Coolly?  You  may  talk  of  coolness ;  but  'tis  enough  to  make 
one's  bloiod  boil  to  be  served  in  such  a  way.  With  the  face  to 
be  sending  her  messages  in.  the  very  same  letter !  That  is  a  pass 
beyond  me,  to  stand  coolly  to  see  my  daughter  so  treated.' 

'  I  would  only  give  him  the  opportuniiy  of  saying  what  he  can 
for  himself.    He  may  have  some  explanation.' 

*  I'll  admit  of  no  explanation  I  Passing  himself  off  for  steadi- 
ness itself;  daring  to  think  of  my  dau^ter,  and  all  the  time 
going  on  in  this  jbshion !  I  hate  underhand  ways  I  I'll  have 
no  explanation.    He  may  give  up  all  thoughts  of  her.    I'll  write 
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and  tell  him  so  before  I*m  a  day  older ;  nay,  before  I  stir  from 
this  room.     My  little  Amy,  indeed !' 

Philip  put  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  this  proposal,  for  he 
knew  that  his  uncle's  displeasure,  though  hot  at  first,  was  apt  to 
evaporate  in  exclamations ;  and  he  thought  it  likely  that  his  good 
nature,  his  partiality  for  his  ward,  his  dislike  to  causing  pain  to 
his  daught^,  and,  above  all,  his  wife's  blind  confidence  in  Quy, 
would,  when  once  at  home,  so  overpower  his  present  indignation 
as  to  prevent  the  salutary  strictness  which  was  the  only  hope  of 
reclaiming  CKiy.  Beside,  a  letter  written  under  Philip's  inspec- 
tion was  likely  to  be  more  guarded,  as  well  as  more  forcible,  tnan 
an  unassisted  composition  of  his  own,  as  was,  indeed,  pretty  well 
proved  by  the  commencement  of  his  first  attempt. 

'  My  dear  Ghiy, — I  am  more  surprised  than  I  could  have  ex- 
pected at  your  application.' 

Philip  read  this  aloud,  so  as  to  mark  its  absurdity,  and  he 
began  again. 

'  I  am  greatly  astonished,  as  weU  as  concerned,  at  your  appli- 
cation, which  confirms  the  unpleasant  reports ' 

'  Why  say  anything  of  reports  P'  said  Philip.  ^  Beports  are 
nothing.    A  man  is  not  forced  to  defend  himself  from  reports.' 

*  Yes, — ^hum — ^ha, — ^the  accounts  I  have  received.  No.  You 
say  there  is  not  to  be  a  word  of  Mrs.  Henley.' 

'  Not  a  word  that  can  lead  her  to  be  suspected.* 
'  Confirms — confirms— '  sighed  Mr.  Edmonstone. 

*  Don't  write  as  if  you  went  on  hearsay  evidence.  Speak  of 
proofs — ^irrefragable  proofs — and  then  you  convict  him  at  once, 
without  power  of  eluding  you.' 

So  Mr.  Edmonstone  proceeded  to  write,  that  the  application 
confirmed  the  irrefragable  proofs ;  then  laughed  at  himself,  and 
helplessly  begged  Plolip  to  give  him  a  start.  It  now  stood 
thus: — 

'  Your  letter  of  this  morning  has  caused  me  more  concern  than 
surprise,  as  it  unhappily  only  adds  confirmation  to  the  intelli- 
gence already  in  my  possession ;  that  either  from  want  of  resolu- 
&on  to  withstand  the  seductions  of  designing  persons,  or  by  the 
impetuosity  and  instability  of  your  own  character,  you  have  been 
led  into  the  ruinous  and  degrading  practice  of  gambling;  and  that 
from  hence  proceed  the  difficulties  that  occasion  your  application 
to  me  for  money.  I  am  deeply  grieved  at  thus  fining  that  neither 
the  principles  which  have  hitherto  seemed  to  guide  you,  nor  the 
pledges  which  you  used  to  hold  sacred,  nor,  I  may  add,  the 
feelings  you  have  so  recently  expressed  towards  a  member  <k  my 
family,  have  been  sufficient  to  preserve  you  firom  yielding  to  a 
temptation  which  could  never  be  presented  to  the  mind  of  any 
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one  whoflo  time  was  piopeily  ooeopied  in  the  boBmess  of  Ids 
education.' 

*  Is  thai  aU  I  am  to  say  aboat  her,*  exclaimed  Mr.  Edmonstone, 
'  after  the  atrodoos  way  the  fellow  has  treated  her  in  ?' 

*  QmoB  it  is,  happly ,  no  engagement,  I  cannot  see  how  yon  can, 
with  propriety,  assume  that  it  is  one,  by  speaking  of  breaking  it 
off.  Besides,  give  him  no  ground  for  complaint,  or  he  will  take 
lefoge  in  belienng  himself  ill-used.  Ask  him  if  he  can  disprove 
it,  and  when  he  cannot,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  act  farther. 
But  wait — ^wait,  sir,'  as  the  pen  was  moving  over  the  paper,  impa- 
tient to  dash  forward.  'You  have  not  tdd  him  yet  of  what  you 
accuse  him.' 

Philip  meditated  a  few  moments,  then  produced  another  sen- 
tence. 

'  I  have  no  means  of  judging  how  Ion?  you  have  been  following 
this  unhappy  course ;  I  hml  rather  beheve  it  is  of  recent  adop- 
tion, but  I  do  not  know  how  to  reconcile  this  idea  with  the 
magnitude  of  your  demand,  xmkss  your  downward  progress  has 
been  more  rapid  than  usual  in  such  beginnings.  It  would,  I  lear, 
be  quite  vain  for  me  to  urge  upon  you  all  the  arguments  and 
reasons  that  ought  to  have  been  present  to  your  mind,  and 
prevented  youftom  taking  the  first  fibBl  step.  I  can  only  entreat 
you  to  pause,  and  consider  the  ruin  and  d^;radation  to  whidi  this 
hateful  vice  almost  invariably  conducts  its  victims,  and  consist- 
ently with  my  duty  as  your  guardian,  everything  in  my  power 
shall  be  done  to  extricate  you  from  the  embarrassments  in  which 
you  have  involved  yourseE  But,  in  the  first  place,  I  make  it  a 
point  that  you  treat  me  with  perfect  confidence,  and  make  a  full, 
unequivooal  statement  of  your  proceedings ;  above  aU,  that  you 
explain  the  circumstances  occasioning  your  request  for  this  large 
sunu  Remember,  I  say,  complete  candour  on  your  part  wuL 
afibrd  the  only  means  of  rescuing  you  from  difficulties,  or  of  in 
any  degree  restoring  you  to  my  good  opinion.' 

So  far  the  letter  had  proceeded  slowly,  for  Philip  was  carefrd 
and  deliberate  in  composition ;  and  while  he  was  weighing  his 
words,  Mr.  Edmonstone  rushed  on  with  something  unfit  to  stand, 
so  as  to  have  to  begin  over  again.  At  last,  the  town  clock  struck 
five ;  Philip  started  declaring  that  if  he  was  not  at  the  station 
in  five  minutes,  he  should  lose  the  train ;  engaged  to  come  to 
HollyweU  on  the  day  an  answer  mi^ht  be  expected,  and  hastened 
away,  satisfied  by  having  seen  two  sheets  nearly  filled,  and  having 
said  there  .was  nothing  more  but  to  sign,  seal,  and  send  it. 

Mr.  Edmonstone  had,  however,  a  page  of  note-paper  more,  and 
it  was  with  a  sensation  of  relief  that  he  wrote, — 

'  I  wish,  fr(Hn  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  that  you  could  dear 
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yourself.  If  a  dozen  men  had  sworn  it  till  they  were  black  in 
the  face,  I  would  not  have  believed  it  of  you  that  you  could 
serve  us  in  such  a  manner,  after  the  way  you  have  been  treated 
at  home,  and  to  dare  to  think  of  my  daughter  with  such  things 
on  your  mind.  I  could  never  have  believ^  it,  but  for  the  proofs 
PhOip  has  brought;  and  I  am  sure  he  is  as  sorry  as  myself. 
Only  tell  the  whole  truth,  and  I  will  do  my  best  to  get  you  out 
of  the  scrape.  Though  all  else  must  be  at  an  end  between  us,  I 
amyour  guardian  still,  and  I  will  not  be  harsh  with  you.' 

He  posted  his  letter,  climbed  up  his  taU  horse,  and  rode  home, 
rather  heavy-hearted;  but  his  wrath  burning  out  as  he  lefb 
Broadstone  behind  him.  He  saw  his  little  Amy  gay  and  lively, 
and  could  not  bear  to  sadden  her ;  so  he  persuaded  himself  that 
there  was  no  need  to  mention  the  suspicions  till  he  had  heard 
what  Quj  had  to  say  for  himself.  Accordingly,  he  told  no  one 
but  his  wife ;  and  she,  who  thought  Ghiy  as  unlikely  to  gamble 
as  Amy  herself,  had  not  the  least  doubt  that  he  would  be  able  to 
clear  himself,  and  agreed  that  it  was  much  better  to  keep  silence 
for  the  present. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

"Tia  not  unknown  to  you,  Antonio^ 
How  much  I  have  disabled  mine  estate, 
By  something  showing  a  more  swelling  port 
Than  my  faint  means  would  grant  oontinuanoe. 

MxECHAHT  ov  Vamci. 

ST.  MILDRED'S  was  a  fashionable  summer  resort,  which  the 
virtues  of  a  mineral  spring,  and  the  reputation  of  Dr.  Henley, 
had  contributed  to  raise  to  a  high  d^^ree  of  prosperily.  It  stood 
at  the  foot  of  a  magnificent  range  of  beautifully  formed  hills,  where 
the  crescents  and  villas,  white  and  smart,  showed  their  own 
insignificance  beneath  the  purple  peaks  that  rose  high  above 
them. 

About  ten  miles  distant,  across  the  hills,  was  Stylehurst,  the 
parish  of  the  late  Archdeacon  Morville,  and  the  native  place  of 
Philip  and  his  sister  Margaret.  It  was  an  extensive  parish,  in- 
cluding a  wide  tract  of  the  hilly  country ;  and  in  a  farm-house  in 
the  midst  of  the  moorland,  midway  between  St.  Mildred's  and 
the  village  of  Stylehurst,  had  Mr.  Wellwood  fixed  himself  with 
his  three  pupils. 

Guy's  first  visit  was  of  course  to  Mrs.  Henley,  and  she  was,  on 
her  side,  prepared  by  her  brother  to  patronize  him  as  Philip  would 
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have  done  in  her  place.  Her  patronage  .was  valuable  in  her  own 
circle ;  her  connexions  were  good;  the  Archdeacon's  name  was 
greatly  respected ;  she  had  a  handsome  and  well-regulated  esta- 
blishment, and  this,  together  with  talents  which,  having  no  family, 
she  had  cultivated  more  than  most  women  have  time  to  do,  made 
her  a  person  of  considerable  distinction  at  St.  Mildred's.  She 
was,  in  fact,  the  leading  lady  of  the  place — ^the  manager  of  the 
book-club,  in  the  chair  at  all  the  charitable  comnuttees,  and  the 
principal  person  in  society,  giving  literary  parties,  with  a  degree 
of  exclusiveness  that  made  admission  to  them  a  privilege. 

She  was  a  very  fine  woman,  handsomer  at  two-and-thirty  than 
in  her  early  bloom ;  her  height  little  less  than  that  of  her  tall 
brother,  and  her  manner  and  air  had  something  very  distinguished. 
The  first  time  Quy  saw  her,  he  was  strongly  reminded  both  of 
Philip  and  of  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  but  not  pleasingly.  She  seemed 
to  be  her  aunt,  without  the  softness  and  motherly  affection, 
coupled  with  the  touch  of  naivete  that  gave  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
her  freshness  and  loveableness ;  and  her  likeness  to  her  brother 
included  that  decided,  self-reliant  air,  which  became  him  well 
enough,  but  which  did  not  sit  as  appropriately  on  a  woman. 

Guy  soon  discovered  another  resemblance — for  the  old,  unac- 
countable impatience  of  Philip's  conversation,  and  rdief  in 
escaping  from  it,  haunted  him  before  he  had  been  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  in  Mrs.  Henley's  drawing-room.  She  asked  after  the 
Hollywell  party ;  she  had  not  seen  her  cousins  since  her  marriage, 
and  happily  for  his  feelings,  passed  over  Laura  and  Amy  as  if 
they  were  nonentities ;  but  they  were  all  too  near  his  heart  for 
him  to  be  able  with  patience  to  hear  *  poor  Charles's'  temper 
regretted,  and  still  less  the  half-sarcastic,  half-compassionate  tone 
in  which  she  implied  that  her  aunt  spoilt  him  dreadfiilly,  and 
showed  how  cheap  she  held  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 

Two  years  ago,  Ghiy  could  not  have  kept  down  his  irritation ; 
but  now  he  was  master  of  himself  sufficiently  to  give  a  calm, 
courteous  reply,  so  conveying  his  own  respect  for  them,,  that 
Mrs.  Henley  was  almost  disconcerted. 

Stylehurst  had  great  interest  for  Ghiy,  both  for  the  sake  of 
Archdeacon  Morville's  kindness,  and  as  the  home  which  Philip 
regarded  with  affection,  that  seemed  the  one  sofbening  touch  iu 
his  character.  So  Guy  visited  the  handsome  church,  studied  the 
grave-yard,  and  gathered  the  traditions  of  the  place  firom  the  old 
sexton's  ¥afe,  who  rejoiced  in  finding  an  auditor  for  her  long 
stories  of  the  good  Archdeacon,  Miss  Fanny,  and  Mr.  Philip. 
She  shook  her  head,  saying  times  were  changed,  and  '  Miss  Mor- 
ville  that  was,  never  came  neist  the  place.' 

The  squire,  Colonel  Harewood,  was  an  old  friend  of  his  grand- 
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father's,  and  therefore  was  to  be  called  on.  He  had  never  been 
wise,  and  had  been  dissipated  chiefly  from  vacancy  of  mind ;  he 
was  now  growing  old,  and  led  a  quieter  life,  and  though  Ghiy  did 
not  find  him  a  iwry  entertaining  companion,  he  accepted  his  civi- 
lities readily,  for  his  grandfather's  sake.  When  his  sons  came 
home,  Guy  recognised  in  them  the  description  of  men  he  was 
wont  to  shun  at  Oxford,  as  much  from  distaste  as  from  principle ; 
but  though  he  did  not  absolutely  avoid  them,  he  saw  little  of  them, 
heins  very  busy,  and  having  pleasant  companions  in  his  fellow 
pupik.  It  was  a  very  merry  party  at  South  Moor,  and  Ghiy's 
high  spirits  made  him  the  life  of  everything. 

The  first  time  Mr.  Wellwood  went  to  call  on  his  cousins  at  St. 
Mildred's,  the  daughters  of  that  officer  who  had  fidlen  by  the 
hand  of  old  Sir  Ghiy,  he  began  repeating,  for  the  twentieth  time, 
what  an  excellent  fellow  Morville  was ;  then  said  he  shotdd  not 
have  troubled  them  with  any  of  his  pupils,  but  Morville  would 
esteem  their  receiving  him  as  an  act  of  forgiveness,  and  besides, 
he  wished  them  to  know  one  whom  he  valued  so  highly.  Ghiy 
thus  found  himself  admitted  into  an  entirely  new  region.  There 
were  two  sisters,  together  in  everything.  Jane,  the  younger, 
was  a  kind-hearted,  conmion-place  person,  who  would  never  have 
looked  beyond  the  ordinary  range  of  duties  and  charities ;  but 
Elizabeth  was  one  of  those  who  rise  up,  from  time  to  time,  as 
burning  and  shining  lights.  It  was  not  spending  a  quiet,  easy 
life,  making  her  charities  secondary  to  her  comforts,  but  devoting 
time,  strength,  and  goods ;  not  merely  giving  away  what  she 
could  spare,  but  actually  sharing  all  with  the  poor,  reserving 
nothing  for  the  future.  She  not  only  taught  the  young,  and 
visited  the  distressed,  but  she  gathered  orphans  into  her  house, 
and  nursed  the  sick  day  and  night.  Neither  the  means  nor  the 
strength  of  the  two  sisters  cotdd  ever  have  been  supposed  equal 
to  what  they  were  known  to  have  achieved.  It  seemed  as  if  the 
power  grew  with  the  occasion,  and  as  if  they  had  some  help  which 
could  not  fail  them.  Gkiy  venerated  them  more  and  more,  and 
many  a  long  letter  about  them  was  written  to  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
for  Amy  to  read.  There  is  certainly  a  *  tyrannous  hate'  in  the 
world  for  unusual  goodness,  which  is  a  rebuke  to  it,  and  there  was 
a  strong  party  against  the  sisters.  At  the  head  of  it  was  Mrs. 
Henley,  who  had  originally  been  displeased  at  their  preferring  the 
direction  of  the  clergyman  to  that  of  the  ladies'  committee, 
though  the  secret  cause  of  her  dislike  was,  perhaps,  that  Elizabeth 
Wellwood  was  just  what  Margaret  Morville  might  have  been. 
So  she  blamed  them,  not,  indeed,  for  their  charity,  but  for  slight 
peculiarities  which  might  well  have  been  lost  in  the  brightness  of 
the  works  of  mercy.    She  spoke  as  with  her  father's  authority, 
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though,  if  she  had  berai  differently  dispoeed,  she  might  hsre 
rememhered  that  his  system  and  principles  were  the  same  as 
theirs,  and  that,  had  he  been  alive,  he  wotdd  probably  have  fully 
approved  of  their  proceedings.  Archdeacon  Monrille's  name  was 
of  great  weight,  and  justified  many  persons,  in  their  own  opuiion, 
in  the  o|^K)6ition  made  to  Miss  Wdlwood,  impeding  her  useful* 
ness,  and  subjecting  her  to  endless  petty  calumnies. 

These  made  Guy  very  angry.  He  koew  enough  of  the  Arch- 
deacon through  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  and  the  opinions  held  by 
Philip,  to  think  his  daughter  was  ascribing  to  him  what  he  had 
never  held ;  but,  be  that  as  it  might,  Guy  could  not  bear  to  hear 
good  evil  spoken  of,  and  his  indignation  was  stirred  as  he  heard 
these  spiteful  reports  uttered  by  people  who  sat  at  home  at  ease, 
against  one  whose  daily  life  was  only  too  exalted  for  their  imita- 
tion. His  brow  coniaracted,  his  eye  kindled,  his  lip  was  bitten, 
and  now  and  then,  when  he  trusted  himself  to  reply,  it  was  with 
a  keen,  sharp  power  of  rebuke  that  made  people  look  round,  asto- 
nished to  hear  such  forcible  words  from  one  so  young.  Mrs.  Henley 
was  afraid  of  him,  without  knowing  it ;  she  thought  she  was 
sparing  the  Morville  temper  when  she  avoided  the  subject,  but  as 
she  stood  in  awe  of  no  one  else,  except  her  brother,  she  disliked 
him  accordingly. 

One  evening  Guy  had  been  dining  at  Dr.  Henley's,  and  was 
setting  out,  enjoying  his  escape  from  Mrs.  Henley  and  her  friends, 
and  rejoicing  in  the  prospect  of  a  five  miles'  walk  over  the  hills  by 
moonlight.  He  had  only  gone  the  length  of  two  streets,  when 
he  saw  a  dark  figure  at  a  little  distance  firom  him,  and  a  voice 
which  he  had  little  expected  to  hear,  called  out, — 

'  Sir  Guy  himself!  No  one  else  oould  whistle  that  Swedish  air 
so  correctly !' 

'  My  uncle!'  exclaimed  Guy.  *I  did  not  know  that  you  were 
here.' 

Mr.  Dixon  laughed,  said  something  about  a  fortunate  rencontre, 
and  began  an  account  about  a  ooncort  somewhere  or  other,  mixed 
up  with  something  about  his  wife  and  child,  all  so  rambling  and 
confused,  that  Guy,  beginning  to  suspect  he  had  been  drinking, 
was  only  anxious  to  get  rid  of  him,  asked  where  he  lodged,  and 
talked  of  coming  to  see  him  in  the  morning.  He  soon  found, 
however,  that  thu  had  not  been  the  case,  at  least  not  to  any  great 
extent.  Dixon  was  only  nervous  and  excited,  either  about  some- 
thing he  had  done,  or  some  request  he  had  to  make,  and  he  went 
on  walking  by  his  nephew's  side,  talking  in  a  strange,  desultory 
way  of  open,  generous-hearted  fellows  overlooking  a  little  indis- 
cretion, and  ci  Guy's  riches,  whidi  he  seemed  to  think  inex- 
haustibde. 
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*  If  there  is  anything  that  you  want  me  to  do  for  yon,  tell  me 
plainly  what  it  is,'  said  Qny,  at  last. 

Mr.  Dixon  begaai  to  overwhelm  him  with  thanks,  hut  he  cut 
them  short.  '  I  promise  nothing.  Let  me  hear  what  you  want, 
and  I  can  judge  whether  I  can  do  it.' 

Sehastian  broke  out  into  exclamations  at  the  words  *  if  I  can,' 
as  if  he  thought  everything  in  the  power  of  the  heir  of  Bedclyffe. 

*  Have  I  not  told  you,'  said  Guy,  *  that  for  the  present  I  have 
veiy  little  command  of  money  ?  Hush !  no  more  of  that,'  he 
added,  sternly,  cutting  off  an  imprecation  which  his  tmcle  was 
commencing  on  those  who  kept  hun  so  shmt. 

'  And  you  are  content  to  h^  it  ?  Did  you  never  hear  of  ways 
and  means  ?  If  you  were  to  say  hut  one  word  of  horrowing,  they 
would  go  down  on  their  knees  to  you,  and  ofiRsr  you  every 
farthing  you  have  to  keep  you  in  their  own  hands.' 

^  I  am  quite  satisfied,'  said  Guy,  coldly. 

*  The  greater  fool  are  you !'  was  on  Dixon's  tips,  hut  he  did 
not  utter  it,  hecause  he  wanted  to  propitiate  him ;  and  after  soine 
more  circumlocution,  Ghxy  succeeded  in  discovenng  that  he  had 
heen  gamhling,  and  had  lost  an  amount  which,  unless  he  could 
ohtain  immediate  assistance,  would  hecome  known,  and  lead  to 
the  loss  of  his  character  and  situation.  Guy  stood  and  considered. 
He  had  an  impulse,  but  he  did  not  think  it  a  safe  one,  and  resolved 
to  give  himself  time. 

OE  do  not  say  that  I  cannot  help  yon,'  he  answered;  'but 
I  must  have  time  to  consider.' 

'  Time !  would  you  see  me  ruined  while  you  are  considermg?' 

'  I  suppose  this  must  he  paid  immediately.  Where  do  you 
kdgeP' 

Mr.  Dixon  told  him  the  street  and  number. 

'Yon  shall  hear  fiom  me  to-morrow  morning.  I  cannot 
trust  my  present  thoughts.     Giood  night !' 

Mr.  DiKon  would  fain  have  guessed  whether  the  present 
thoiights  were  &vourable,  but  all  his  hope  in  his  extremity  was 
in  his  nephew ;  it  might  be  fatal  to  push  him  too  far,  and,  with 
a  certain  trust  in  his  goodnature,  Sebastian  allowed  him  to  walk 
away  without  further  remonstrance. 

Gfuy  knew  his  own  impetuous  nature  too  well  to  venture  to 
act  on  impulse  in  a  doubtM  case.  He  had  now  first  to  consider 
what  he  was  able  to  do,  and  secondly  what  he  would  do;  and  this 
was  not  as  clear  to  his  mind  as  in  the  earlier  days  of  his  acquaint- 
ance with  his  unde. 

.  Their  intercourse  had  never  been  on  a  comfortable  fooiang. 
It  would  perhaps  have  been  better  if  Philip's  advice  had  be^ 
followed,  and  no  connexion  kept  up.    Ghiy  had  once  begged  for 
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some  definite  rule,  since  there  was  always  vexation  when  he  was 
known  to  have  been  with  his  uncle,  and  yet  Mr.  Edmonstone 
would  never  absolutely  say  he  ought  not  to  see  him.  As  long 
as  his  guardian  permitted  it,  or  rather  winked  at  it,  Quy  did  not 
think  it  necessaiy  to  attend  to  Philip's  marked  disapproval. 
Part  of  it  was  well  founded,  but  part  was  dislike  to  all  that  might 
be  considered  as  vulgar,  and  part  was  absolute  injustice  to  Sebas- 
tian Dixon ;  there  was  everything  that  could  offend  in  his  line  of 
argument,  and  in  the  very  circumstance  of  his  interfering ;  and 
Guy  had  a  continual  struggle,  in  which  he  was  not  always  success- 
ful, to  avoid  showing  the  affront  he  had  taken,  and  to  reason 
down  his  subsequent  indignation.  The  ever-recurring  irritation 
which  PhiKp*s  conversation  was  apt  to  cause  him,  made  him 
avoid  it  as  far  as  he  cotdd,  and  retreat  in  haste  &om  the  subjects 
on  which  they  were  most  apt  to  disagree,  and  so  his  manner  had 
assumed  an  air  of  reserve,  and  almost  of  distrust,  with  his  cousin, 
that  was  veiy  unlike  its  usual  winning  openness. 

This  had  been  one  unfortunate  effect  of  his  intercourse  with 
his  uncle,  and  another  was  a  certain  vague,  dissatisfied  feeling 
which  his  silence,  and  Philip's  insinuations  respecting  the  days 
he  spent  in  London,  left  on  Mr.  Edmonstone's  mind,  and  which 
gained  strength  from  their  recurrence.  The  days  were,  indeed, 
not  many ;  it  was  only  that  in  coming  from  and  going  to  Oxford, 
he  slept  a  night  at  an  hotel  in  London  (for  his  uncle  never  would 
take  him  to  his  lodgings,  never  even  would  tell  him  where  they 
were,  but  always  gave  his  address  at  the  place  of  his  engagement), 
was  conducted  by  him  to  some  concert  in  the  evening,  and  had 
him  to  breakfast  in  the  morning.  He  could  not  think  there  was 
any  harm  in  this ;  he  explained  all  he  had  done  to  Mr.  Edmon- 
stone the  first  time,  but  nothing  was  gained  by  it :  his  visits  to 
London  continued  to  be  treated  as  something  to  be  excused  or 
overlooked — as  something  not  quite  correct. 

He  would  almost  have  been  ready  to  discontinue  them,  but 
that  he  saw  that  his  uncle  regarded  him  with  affection,  and  he 
could  not  bear  the  thought  of  giving  up  a  poor  relation  for  the 
sake  of  the  opinion  of  his  rich  friends.  These  meetings  were  the 
one  pure  pleasure  to  which  Sebastian  looked,  recalling  to  him 
the  happier  days  of  his  youth,  and  of  his  friendship  with  Guy's 
father ;  and  when  Guy  perceived  how  he  valued  them,  it  would 
have  seemed  a  piece  of  cruel  neglect  to  gratify  himself  by  giving 
the  time  to  Hollywell. 

Early  in  the  course  of  their  acquaintance,  the  importunity 
of  a  creditor  revealed  that,  in  spite  of  his  handsome  salary, 
Sebastian  Dixon  was  often  in  considerable  distress  for  money. 
In  process  of  time,  Guy  discovered  that  at  the  time  his  uncle  had 
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been  supportmg  his  sister  and  her  husband  in  all  the  luxury  he 
thought  befitted  their  rank,  he  had  contracted  considerable  debts, 
and  he  had  only  been  able  to  return  to  England  on  condition  of 
paying  so  much  a-year  to  his  creditors.  This  left  him  very  little 
on  which  to  maintain  his  family ;  but  still  his  pride  made  him 
bent  on  concealing  his  difficulties,  and  it  was  not  without 
a  struggle  that  he  would  at  first  consent  to  receive  assistance 
from  his  nephew. 

Guy  resolved  that  these  debts,  which  he  considered  as  in  fact 
his  father's  own,  should  be  paid  as  soon  as  he  had  the  command 
of  his  property ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  he  thought  himself  bound 
to  send  his  uncle  all  the  help  in  his  power,  and  when  once  the 
effort  of  accepting  it  at  all  was  over,  Dixon's  expectations  extended 
far  beyond  his  power.  His  allowance  was  not  large,  and  the 
constant  requ^ts  for  a  few  pounds  to  meet  some  pressing  occasion 
were  more  than  he  could  well  meet.  They  kept  him  actually 
a  great  deal  poorer  than  men  without  a  tenth  part  of  his  fortune, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  term  he  would  look  back  with  surprise  at 
having  been  able  to  pay  his  way ;  but  still  he  contrived  neither 
to  exceed  his  allowance,  nor  to  get  into  debt.  This  was,  indeed, 
only  done  by  a  rigid  self-denial  of  little  luxuries  such  as  most 
young  men  look  on  nearly  as  necessaries  ;  but  he  had  never  been 
Drought  up  to  think  self-indulgence  a  consequence  of  riches,  he 
did  not  care  what  was  said  of  him,  he  had  no  expensive  tastes, 
for  he  did  not  seek  after  society,  so  that  he  was  not  ill-prepared 
for  such  a  course,  and  only  thought  of  it  as  an  assistance  in 
abstaining  from  the  time-wasting  that  might  have  tempted  him 
if  he  had  had  plenty  of  money  to  spNsnd. 

The  only  thing  that  concerned  him  was  a  growing  doubt  lest 
he  might  be  feeling  extravagance  instead  of  doing  good ;  and 
the  more  he  disliked  himself  for  the  suspicion,  the  more  it  would 
return.  There  was  no  doubt  much  distress ;  the  children  were 
sickly;  several  of  them  died;  the  doctor's  bills,  and  other  expenses, 
pressed  heavily,  and  Ghiy  blamed  himself  for  having  doubted. 
Yet,  again,  he  could  not  conceal  from  himself  traces  that  his  uncle 
was  ciureless  and  imprudent.  He  had  once,  indeed,  in  a  violent 
fit  of  self-reproach,  confessed  as  much,  allowed  that  what  ought 
to  have  been  spent  in  the  maintenance  of  his  family,  had  gone 
in  gambling,  but  immediately  afber,  he  had  been  seized  with 
a  fit  of  terror,  and  implored  Guy  to  guard  the  secret,  since,  if 
once  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of  his  creditors,  it  would  be  all 
over  with  him. 

Concealment  of  his  present  difficulties  was  therefore  no  less 
necessary  than  assistance  in  paying  the  sum  he  owed.  Indeed, 
as  iar  as  Guy  was  able  to  understand  his  confused  statement, 
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what  he  wanted  was  at  once  to  pay  a  part  of  his  debt,  before  he 
could  go  on  to  a  place  where  he  was  engaged  to  perform,  and 
where  he  would  earn  enough  to  make  xxp  the  rest. 

Quy  had  intended  to  have  sent  for  Deloraine,  but  had  since 
given  up  the  idea,  in  order  to  be  able  to  help  forward  some  plans 
of  Miss  Wellwood'Sy  and  resigning  this  project  woold  enable  him 
to  place  thirty  pounds  at  his  uncle's  diiqiosal,  leaving  him  just 
enough  to  pay  his  expenses  at  South  Moor,  and  cany  him  back 
to  HoUywdl.  It  was  sorely  against  his  inclination  that,  instead 
of  helping  a  charity,  his  savings  should  go  to  pay  gaming  debts, 
and  his  five-miles'  walk  was  spent  in  sdf-debate  on  the  right  and 
wrong  of  the  matter,  and  questions  what  should  be  done  for  the 
futui^ — ^for  he  was  beginning  to  awaken  to  the  sense  of  his 
responsibUity,  ai^d  fear^  lest  he  might  be  encouraging  vice. 

Very  early  next  morning  Guy  put  his  head  into  his  tutor's 
room,  announced  that  he  must  walk  into  St.Mildred's  on  business, 
but  should  be  back  by  eleven  at  the  latest,  ran  do¥m  stairs,  called 
Bustle,  and  made  interest  with  the  former's  wife  for  a  hunch  oi 
dry  bread  and  a  cup  of  new  milk. 

Then  rejoicing  that  he  had  made  up  his  mind,  though  not 
light-hearted  enough  to  whistle,  he  walked  across  the  moorland, 
through  the  white  morning  mist,  curling  on  the  sides  of.  the  hills 
in  fantastic  forms,  and  now  and  then  catching  his  lengthened 
shadow,  so  as  to  make  him  smile  by  reminding  hmx  of  the  spectre 
of  the  Brocken. 

Not  without  difficulty,  he  found  a  back  street,  and  a  little 
shop,  where  a  slovenly  maid  was  sweeping  the  steps,  and  the 
shutters  were  not  yet  taken  down.  He  asked  if  Mr.  Dixon 
lodged  there.  'Yes,'  the  woman  said,  staring  in  amazement 
that  such  a  gentleman  could  be  there  at  that  time  in  the  morn- 
ing, asking  for  Mr.  Dixon. 

'  Is  he  at  home  ?' 

'  Yes,  sir ;  but  he  is  not  up  yet.  He  was  very  late  last  night. 
Did  you  want  te  speak  to  him  ?   I'll  tell  Mrs.  Dixon.' 

'  Is  Mrs.  Dixon  here  ?  Then  tell  her  Sir  Guy  Monrille  would 
be  glad  te  speak  te  her.' 

The  maid  curtseyed,  hurried  off,  and  returned  with  a  message 
from  Mrs.  Dixon  te  desire  he  would  walk  in.  She  conducted 
him  through  a  dark  passage,  and  up  a  still  darker  stair,  into 
a  dingy  little  parlour,  with  a  carpet  of  red  and  green  stripes, 
a  horsehair  sofa,  a  grate  covered  with  cut  paper,  and  a  general 
perfome  of  brandy  and  cigars.  There  were  some  preparations 
for  breakfast,  but  no  one  was  in  the  room  but  a  Httle  girl,  about 
seven  years  old,  dressed  in  shabby-genteel  mourning. 

She  was  pale  and  sickly-lookinLg>  l^ut  her  eyes  were  of  a  lovely 
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deep  blue,  with  a  veiy  sweet  expression,  and  a  profusion  of  thick 
flaxen  curls  hung  round  her  neck  and  shoulders.  She  said,  in 
a  soft,  little,  shy  voice, — 

'  Mamma  says  she  will  be  here  directly,  if  you  will  excuse  her 
a  moment.' 

HaviDg  made  this  formal  roeech,  the  little  thing  was  creeping 
off  OR  tiptoe,  so  as  to  escape  before  the  maid  shut  the  door,  but 
Guy  held  out  his  hand,  sat  down  so  as  to  be  on  a  level  with  her, 
and  said, — 

'  Don't  go,  my  little  maid.  Wont  you  come  and  speak  to 
your  cousin  Guy  ?' 

Children  never  failed  to  be  attracted,  whether  by  the  winning 
beauty  of  his  smile,  or  the  sweetness  of  the  voice  in  which  he 
spoke  to  anything  small  or  weak,  and  the  little  girl  willingly 
came  up  to  him,  and  put  her  hand  into  his.  He  stroked  her 
thick,  silky  curls,  and  aisked  her  name. 
^  Marianne,*  she  answered. 

It  was  his  mother's  name,  and  this  little  creature  had  more 
resemblance  to  his  tenderly-cherished  vision  of  his  young  mother 
than  any  description  Dixon  could  have  given.  He  drew  her 
closer  to  him,  took  the  other  small,  cold  hand,  and  asked  her 
how  she  liked  St.  Mildred's. 

*  Oh !  much  better  than  London.  There  are  flowers !'  and 
she  proudly  exhibited  a  cup  holding  some  ragged  robins,  dead 
nettles,  and  other  common  flowers,  which  a  country  child  would 
have  held  cheap.  He  admired  and  gained  more  of  her  confidence, 
BO  that  she  had  begun  to  chatter  away  quite  freely  about  '  the 
high,  high  hills  that  reached  up  to  the  sky,  and  the  pretty 
stones,'  till  the  door  opened,  and  Mrs.  Dixon  and  Bustle  made 
their  entrance. 

Marianne  was  so  much  afraid  of  the  dog,  Guy  so  eager  to 
console,  and  her  mother  to  scold  her,  and  protest  that  it  should 
not  be  turned  out,  that  there  was  nothing  but  confusion,  until 
Guy  had  shown  her  that  Bustle  was  no  dangerous  wild  beast, 
induced  her  to  accept  his  offered  paw,  and  lay  a  timid  finger  on 
his  smooth,  black  head,  after  which  the  transition  was  short  to 
dog  and  child  sitting  lovingly  together  on  the  floor,  Marianne 
stroking  his  ears,  and  adminng  him  with  a  sort  of  silent 
ecstasy. 

Mrs.  Dixon  was  a  great,  coarse,  vulgar  woman,  and  Guy  per- 
ceived why  his  uncle  had  been  so  averse  to  taking  him  to  his 
home,  and  how  he  must  have  felt  the  contrast  l^tween  such 
a  wife  and  his  beautiful  sister.  She  had  a  sort  of  broad  sense, 
and  absence  of  pretension,  but  her  manner  of  talking  was  by  no 
means  pleasant,  as  she  querulously  accused  her  husbuid  of  being 
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the  cause  of  all  their  misfortunes,  not  even  restrained  by  the 
presence  of  her  child  from  entering  into  a  full  account  of  his 
offences. 

Mrs.  Dixon  said  she  should  not  say  a  word,  she  should  not 
care  if  it  was  not  for  the  child,  but  she  cotdd  not  see  her 
wronged  by  her  own  Mher,  and  not  complain;  poor  little 
dear!  she  was  the  last,  and  she  supposed  she  should  not  keep 
her  long. 

It  then  appeared  that  on  her  husband's  obtaining  an  engage- 
ment for  a  series  of  concerts  at  the  chief  county  town,  Mrs. 
Dixon  had  insisted  on  coming  with  him  to  St.  Mildred's  in  the 
hope  that  country  air  might  benefit  Marianne,  who,  in  a  con- 
fined lodging  in  London,  was  pining  and  dwindlhig  as  her 
brothers  and  sisters  had  done  before  her.  Sebastian,  who  liked 
to  escape  from  his  wife's  grumbling  and  ri^d  supervision,  and 
looked  forward  to  amusement  in  his  own  way  at  the  races,  had 
grudgingly  allowed  her  to  come,  and,  as  she  described  it,  had 
been  reluctant  to  go  to  even  so  slight  an  expense  in  the  hope  of 
saving  his  child's  life.  She  had  watched  him  as  closely  as  she 
could ;  but  he  had  made  his  escape,  and  l^e  consequences  Guy 
already  knew. 

If  anything  could  have  made  it  worse,  it  was  finding  that 
after  parting  last  night,  he  had  returned,  tried  to  retrieve  his 
luck,  had  involved  himself  further,  had  been  drinking  more; 
and  at  the  very  hour  when  his  nephew  was  getting  up  to  see 
what  could  be  done  for  him,  had  come  home  in  a  state,  which 
made  it  by  no  means  likely  that  he  would  be  presentable,  if  his 
wife  called  him,  as  she  offered  to  do. 

Quy  much  preferred  arranging  with  her  what  was  to  be 
done  on  the  present  emergency.  She  was  dipappointed  at 
finding  thirty  pounds  was  all  the  help  he  could  give ;  but  she 
was  an  energetic  woman,  fuU  of  resources,  and  saw  her  way, 
with  this  assistance,  through  the  present  difficulty.  The  great 
point  was  to  keep  the  gambling  propensities  out  of  sight  of  the 
creditors ;  and  as  long  as  this  was  done,  she  had  hope.  Dixon 
would  go  the  next  morning  to  the  town  where  the  musical 
meeting  was  to  be  held,  and  there  he  would  be  with  his 
employers,  where  he  had  a  character  to  preserve,  so  that  she  was 
in  no  fear  of  another  outbreak. 

It  ended,  therefore,  in  his  leaving  with  her  Mr.  Edmonstone's 
drafb,  securing  its  destination  by  endorsing  it  to  the  person  who 
was  to  receive  it ;  and,  wishing  her  good  morning,  after  a  few  more 
kind  words  to  Httle  Marianne,  who  had  sat  playing  with  Bustle 
all  the  time,  sidling  continually  nearer  and  nearer  to  her  new 
cousin,  her  eyes  bent  down,  and  no  expression  on  her  face  which 
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could  enable  him  to  guess  how  £ar  she  listened  to  or  compre- 
hended the  conversation  so  unfit  for  her  ear.  When  he  rose  to  go, 
and  stooped  to  kiss  her,  she  looked  wistfully  in  his  face,  and  held 
up  a  small  sparkling  bit  of  spar,  the  most  precious  of  all  her 
hoards,  gleaned  from  the  roadsides  of  St.  Mildred's. 

'  What,  child,  do  you  want  to  give  it  to  Sir  Chiy  ?'  said  her 
mother.  '  He  does  not  want  such  trumpery,  my  dear,  though 
you  make  such  a  work  with  it.' 

'  Did  you  mean  to  give  it  to  me,  my  dear  ?'  said  Ghiy,  as  the 
child  hung  her  head,  and,  crimsoned  with  blushes,  could  scarcely 
whisper  her  timid  'Yes.' 

He  praised  it,  and  let  her  put  it  in  his  waistcoat  pocket,  and 
promised  he  woidd  always  keep  it;  and  kissed  her  again,  and 
left  her  a  happy  child,  confident  in  lus  promise  of  always  keeping 
it,  though  her  mother  augured  that  he  would  throw  it  oyer  the 
next  hedge. 

He  was  at  South  Moor  by  eleven  o'clock,  in  time  for  his 
morning's  business,  and  made  up  for  the  troubles  of  the  last 
few  hours  by  a  long  talk  with  Mr.  Wellwood  in  the  afternoon, 
while  the  other  two  pupils  were  gone  to  the  races,  for  which  he 
was  not  inclined,  after  his  two  ten-mile  walks. 

The  conversal^on  was  chiefly  on  Church  prospects  in  general, 
and  in  particular  on  Miss  Wellwood  and  her  plans ;  how  they 
had  by  degrees  enlarged  and  developed  as  the  sin,  and  misery, 
and  ignorance  around  had  forced  themselves  more  plainly  on 
her  notice,  and  her  means  had  increased  and  grown  under  her 
hand  in  the  very  distribution.  Other  schemes  were  dawning  on 
her  mind,  of  which  the  foremost  was  the  foundation  of  a  sort 
of  school  and  hospital  united,  under  the  charge  of  herself,  her 
sister,  and  several  other  ladies,  who  were  desirous  of  joining 
her,  as  a  sisterhood.  But  at  present  it  was  hoping  against 
hope,  for  there  were  no  funds  with  which  to  make  a  commence- 
ment. All  this  was  told  at  unawares,  drawn  forth  by  different 
questions  and  remarks,  till  Guy  inquired  how  much  '  it  would 
take  to  give  them  a  start  ?' 

*  It  is  impossible  to  say.  Anything,  I  suppose,  between  one 
thousand  and  twenty.  But,  by-the-bye,  this  design  of  Elizabeth's 
is  an  absolute  secnret.  If  you  had  not  almost  guessed  it,  I 
should  never  have  said  one  word  to  you  about  it.  You  are  a 
particularly  dangerous  man,  with  your  connexion  with  Mrs. 
lienley.  V ou  must  take  special  good  care  nothing  of  it  reaches 
her.' 

Quy's  first  impression  was,  that  he  was  the  last  person  to 
mention  it  to  Mrs.  Henley ;  but  when  he  remembered  how 
often  her  brother  was  at  Hollywell,  he  perceived  that  there 
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might  be  a  train  for  carrying  the  report  back  again  to  her,  and 
lecogniaed  the  absolute  neoeasity  of  ailenoe. 

He  said  nothing  at  the  time,  but  a  bright  soheme  came  into 
his  head,  resulting  in  the  request  for  a  thousand  pounds,  which 
caused  so  much  astonishment.  He  thought  himself  rather 
shabby  to  have  named  no  more,  and  was  afraid  it  was  an  offering 
that  cost  him  nothing ;  but  he  much  enjoyed  devising  before- 
hand the  letter  with  which  he  would  place  the  money  at  the 
disposal  of  Miss  Wellwood's  hospital. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Yet  bnnifl  the  mm  on  high  beyond  the  cloud  ; 

Each  in  hii  gonthern  cave, 
Hie  wann  winds  linger,  but  to  be  aUowed 

One  breathing  o'er  the  wave, 
One  flight  acroes  the  unquiet  dcy; 
Swift  as  a  vane  may  turn  on  high. 

The  imile  of  hearen  oomee  on. 
So  waits  the  Lard  behind  the  veilf 
His  light  on  frensied  cheek,  or  pale. 

To  shed  when  the  dark  hour  ia  gone. 

Ltba  IifKOGnmxTV. 

ON  the  afternoon  on  which  Guy  expected  an  answer  from  Mr. 
Edmonstone,  he  walked  with  his  fellow  pupil,  Harry  Graham, 
to  see  if  there  were  any  letters  from  him  at  Dr.  Henley's. 

The  serrant  said  Mrs.  Henley  was  at  home,  and  asked  them 
to  come  in  and  take  their  letters.  These  were  lying  on  a  marble 
table,  in  the  hall ;  and  while  the  man  looked  in  the  drawings 
room  for  his  mistress,  and  sent  one  of  the  maids  upstairs  in  quest 
of  her,  Guy  hastily  took  up  one,  bearing  his  addr^,  in  the  well- 
known  hand  of  Mjr.  Edmonstone. 

Toung  Graham,  who  had  taken  up  a  newspaper,  was  startled 
by  Guy*s  loud,  sudden  exclamation, — 

'  Ha !  What  on  earth  does  this  mean?' 

And  looking  up,  saw  his  face  of  a  burning,  glowing  red,  the 
features  almost  oonvulsed,  the  laige  veins  in  the  forahead  and 
temples  swollen  with  the  blood  that  rushed  through  them ;  and 
if  ever  his  eyes  flashed  with  the  dark  lightning  of  Sir  Hugh's, 
it  was  then. 

•  Morville !     What's  the  matter  ?' 

'Intolerable! — ^insulting!  Mef  What  does  he  mean  P'  con- 
tinued Guy,  his  passion  Imdling  more  and  more.    '  Ftoois  P    I 
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should  like  to  see  them !  The  man  is  crazy  P  I  to  confess ! 
Ha !'  as  he  came  towards  the  end,  'I  see  it, — I  see  it.  It  is 
Philip,  is  it,  that  I  have  to  thank.  Meddling  coxcomb !  1*11 
make  him  repent  it/  added  he,  with  a  grim  fierceness  of  deter- 
mination. Slandering  me  to  them!  And  that^ — ^looking  at 
the  words  with  regard  to  Amy, — '  that  passes  all.  He  shall  see 
what  it  is  to  insult  me !' 

'What  is  it?  Your  guardian  out  of  humour P'  asked  his 
companion. 

'  My  guardian  is  a  mere  weak  fool.  I  don't  blame  him, — ^he 
can't  help  it;  but  to  see  him  made  a  tool  of!  He  twists  him 
round  his  finger,  abuses  his  weakness  to  insult — ^to  accuse.  But 
he  shall  give  me  an  account !' 

Guy's  voice  had  grown  lower  and  more  husky ;  but  though 
the  sound  sunk,  the  force  of  passion  rather  increased  tlum 
diminished ;  it  was  Hke  the  low  distant  sweep  of  the  tempest  as 
it  whirls  away,  preparing  to  return  with  yet  more  tremendous 
might.  His  colour,  too,  had  faded  to  pideness,  but  the  veins 
were  still  swollen,  purple,  and  throbbing ;  and  there  was  a  still- 
ness about  him  that  made  his  wrath  more  than  fierce,  intense, 
ahnost  appalling. 

Hany  Cbaham  was  dumb  with  astonishment ;  but  while  GKiy 

spoke,  Mrs.  Henley  had  come  down,  and  wai^  standing  before 

'  them,  beginning  a  greeting.    The  blood  rushed  back  into  Guy's 

cheeks,  and,  controlling  his  voice  with  powerful  effort,  he  said, — 

*•  I  have  had  an  insulting — an  unpleasant  letter,'  he  added, 
catching  himself  up.    '  You  must  excuse  me;'  and  he  was  gone. 

'What  has  happened  ?'  exclaimed  Mrs.  Henley,  though,  fifom 
her  brother's  letter,  as  tirell  as  from  her  observations  during  a 
long  and  purposely  slow  progress,  along  a  railed  gallery  over- 
hanging the  hall,  and  down  a  winding  staircase,  she  knew  pretty 
well  the  whole  history  of  his  anger. 

'  I  don't  know,'  said  young  Graham.  *  Some  absurd  person 
interfering  between  him  and  his  guardian.  I  should  be  sorry  to 
be  him  to  fall  in  his  way  just  now.  It  must  be  something 
properly  bad.  I  never  saw  a  man  in  such  a  rage.  I  think 
I  had  better  go  after  him,  and  see  what  he  htf  done  with 
himself.' 

'  You  don't  think,'  said  Mrs.  Henley,  detaining  him, '  that  his 
guardian  could  have  been  finding  fault  with  him  with  reason  ?' 

'  Who  P  Morville  P  His  guardian  must  have  a  sharp  eye  for 
picking  holes,  if  he  can  find  any  in  Morville.  Not  a  steadier 
feUow  going, — only  too  much  so.' 

'  Ah !'  thought  Mrs.  Henley, '  these  young  men  always  hang 
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together;'  and  she  let  him  escape  without  fiirther  question. 
But  when  he  emerged  from  the  house,  Guy  was  abready  out  of 
sight,  and  he  could  not  succeed  in  finding  mm. 

Guy  had  burst  out  of  the  house,  feeling  as  if  nothing  could 
relieve  him  but  free  air  and  rapid  motion ;  and  on  he  hurried, 
fast,  faster,  conscious  alone  of  the  wild,  furious  tumult  of  rage 
and  indignation  against  the  maligner  of  his  innocence,  who  was 
knowingly  ruining  him  with  all  that  was  dearest  to  him,  insult- 
ing him  by  reproaches  on  his  breaking  a  most  sacred,  unblemished 
word,  and,  what  Guy  felt  scarcely  less  keenly,  forcing  kind- 
hearted  Mr.  Edmonstone  into  a  persecution  so  foreign  to  his 
nature.  The  agony  of  suffering  such  an  accusation,  and  from 
such  a  quarter, — ^the  violent  storm  of  indignation  and  pride, — 
wild,  undefined  ideas  of  a  heavy  reckoning, — above  all,  the  dreary 
thought  of  Amy  denied  to  him  for  ever, — all  these  swept  over 
him,  and  swayed  him  by  turns,  with  the  dreadful  intensity  be- 
longing to  a  nature  formed  for  violent  passions,  which  had  broken 
down,  in  the  sudden  shock,  all  the  barriers  imposed  on  them  by 
a  long  course  of  self-restraint. 

On  he  rushed,  reckless  whither  he  went,  or  what  he  did; 
driven  forward  by  the  wild  impulse  of  passion,  far  over  moor  and 
hill,  up  and  down,  till  at  last,  exhausted  at  once  by  the  tumult 
within,  and  by  the  violent  bodily  exertion,  a  stillness — ^a  sus- 
pension of  thought  and  sensation — ensued ;  and  when  this  passed, 
he  found  himseS*  seated  on  a  rock  which  crowned  the  summit  of 
one  of  the  hills,  his  handkerchief  loosened,  his  waistcoat  open, 
his  hat  thrown  off,  his  temples  burning  and  throbbing  with  a 
feeling  of  distraction,  and  the  agitated  beatings  of  his  heart 
almost  stifling  his  panting  breath. 

'  Yes,'  he  muttered  to  himself, '  a  heavy  account  shall  he  pay 
me  for  this  crowning  stroke  of  a  long  course  of  slander  and  ill- 
will  ?  Have  I  not  seen  it !  Has  not  he  hated  me  from  the 
first,  misconstrued  every  word  and  deed,  though  I  have  tried, 
striven  earnestly,  to  be  his  friend, — ^bome,  as  not  another  soul 
would  have  done,  with  his  impertinent  interference  and  intoler- 
able patronizing  airs  ?  But  he  has  seen  the  last  of  it !  anything 
but  this  might  be  forgiven ;  but  sowing  dissension  between  me 
and  the  Edmonstones — maligning  me  there.  Never !  Knowing, 
too,  as  he  seems  to  do,  how  I  stand,  it  is  the  very  ecstasy  of 
malice !  Ay !  this  very  night  it  shall  be  exposed,  and  he  shall 
be  taught  to  beware-r-made  to  know  with  whom  he  has  to  deal.' 

Guy  uttered  this  last  with  teeth  clenched,  in  an  excess  of  deep, 
vengeM  ire.  Never  had  Morville  of  the  whole  line  felt  more 
deadly  fierceness  than  held  sway  over  him,  as  he  contemplated 
his  revenge,  looked  forward  with  a  dire  complacency  to  the 
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punishment  he  would  wreak,  not  for  this  offence  alone,  but  for  a 
long  course  of  enmity.  He  sat,  absorbed  in  the  plan  of  vengeance, 
perfectly  still,  for  his  physical  exhaustion  was  complete ;  but  as 
the  pulsations  of  his  heart  grew  less  wild,  his  purpose  became 
sterner  and  more  fixed.  He  devised  its  execution,  planned  his 
sudden  journey,  saw  himself  bursting  on  Philip  early  next 
morning,  summoning  him  to  answer  for  his  falsehoods.  The 
impulse  to  action  seemed  to  restore  his  power  over  his  senses. 
He  looked  round,  to  see  where  he  was,  raising  his  head  from  his 
hands. 

The  sun  was  -setting  opposite  to  him,  in  a  flood  of  gold, — a 
ruddy  ball,  surrounded  with  its  pomp  of  clouds,  on  the  dazading 
sweep  of  horizon.  That  sight  recalled  him  not  only  to  himseli^ 
but  to  his  true  and  better  self;  the  good  angel  so  close  to  him 
for  the  twenty  years  of  his  life,  had  been  driven  aloof  but  for  a 
moment,  and  now,  either  that,  or  a  still  higher  and  holier  power, 
made  the  setting  sun  bring  to  his  mind,  almost  to  his  ear,  the 
words, — 

Let  not  the  sun  go  down  upon  your  wrath. 

Neither  give  place  to  the  devU. 

Guy  had  what  some  would  call  a  vivid  imagination,  others  a 
lively  faith.  He  shuddered ;  then,  his  elbows  on  his  knees,  and 
his  hands  clasped  over  his  brow,  he  sat,  bending  forward,  mth 
his  eves  closed,  wrought  up  in  a  fearful  stru^le ;  while  it  was 
to  lum  as  if  he  saw  the  hereditary  demon  of  the  Morvilles 
watching  by  his  side,  to  take  full  possession  of  him  as  a  rightful 
prev,  unless  the  batUe  was  fought  and  won  before  that  red  orb 
had  passed  out  of  sight.  Yes,  the  besetting  fiend  of  his  family 
— ^the  spirit  of  defiance  and  resentment — ^that  was  driving  him, 
even  now,  while  realizing  its  presence,  to  disregard  all  thoughts 
save  of  the  revenge  for  which  he  could  barter  every  thing — every 
hope  once  precious  to  him. 

It  was  horror  at  such  wickedness  that  first  checked  him,  and 
brought  him  back  to  the  combat.  His  was  not  a  temper  that 
was  satisfied  with  half  measures.  He  locked  his  hands  more 
rigidly  together,  vowing  to  compel  himself*,  ere  he  left  the  spot, 
to  forgive  his  enemy — ^forgive  lum  candidly — forgive  him,  so  as 
never  again  to  have  to  say,  *  I  forgive  him !'  He  did  not  try  to 
think,  for  reflection  only  lashed  up  his  sense  of  the  wrong :  but, 
as  if  there  was  power  m  the  words  alone,  he  forced  his  lips  to 
repeat, — 

'  Forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we  forgive  them  that  trespass 
against  us.' 

Coldly  and  hardly  were  they  spoken  at  first ;  again  he  pro- 
nounced them,  again,  again,— each  time  the  tone  was  softer,  each 
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time  they  came  more  from  the  heart.  At  last  the  remembrance 
of  greater  wrongs,  and  worse  revilings  came  upon  him ;  his  eyes 
filled  with  tears,  the  most  subduing  and  healing  of  all  thoughts 
— ^that  of  the  great  Example— became  present  to  him ;  the  foe 
was  driven  back. 

Still  he  kept  his  hands  over  his  &ce.  The  tempter  was  not 
yet  defeated  without  hope.  It  was  not  enough  to  give  up  his 
first  intention  (no  great  sacrifice,  as  he  perceived,  now  that  he 
had  time  to  think  how  Phihp  would  be  certam  to  treat  a  chal- 
lenge), it  was  not  enough  to  wish  no  ill  to  his  cousin,  to  intend 
no  evil  measure,  he  must  pardon  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart, 
regard  him  candidly,  and  not  magnify  his  injuries. 

He  sat  long,  in  deep  thought,  his  head  bent  down,  and  his 
countenance  stem  with  inward  conflict.  It  was  the  hardest 
part  of  the  whole  battle,  for  the  Morville  disposition  was  as 
vindictive  as  passionate ;  but,  at  last,  he  recov^ed  clearness  of 
vision.  His  request  might  well  appear  unreasonable,  and  possibly 
excite  suspicion ;  and,  for  the  rest,  it  was  doing  a  man  of  honour, 
like  Philip,  flagrant  injustice  to  suspect  Imn  of  originating 
slanders.  He  was,  of  course,  imder  a  mistake,  had  acted,  not 
perhaps  kindly,  but  as  he  thought,  rightly  and  judicioTisly,  in 
making  his  suspicions  known.  If  he  had  caused  his  uncle  to 
write  provokingly,  every  one  knew  that  was  his  vray,  he  might 
very  properly  wish,  under  his  belief,  to  save  Amabel ;  and  though 
the  manner  might  have  been  otherwise,  the  proceeding  itself 
admitted  complete  justification.  Indeed,  when  Guy  recollected 
the  frenzy  of  his  rage,  and  his  own  murderous  impulse,  he  was 
shocked  to  think  tli^t  he  had  ever  sought  the  love  of  that  pure 
and  gentle  creature,  as  if  it  had  been  a  cruel  and  profane  linking 
of  innocence  to  evil.  He  was  appalled  at  the  power  of  his  fury, 
he  had  not  known  he  was  capable  of  it,  for  his  boyish  passion, 
even  when  unrestrained,  had  never  equalled  this,  in  all  the 
strength  of  early  manhood. 

He  looked  up,  and  saw  that  the  last  remnant  of  the  sun's  disk 
was  just  disappearing  beneath  the  horizon.  The  victory  was 
won! 

But  Guy's  feehng  was  not  the  rejoicing  of  the  conquest,  it  was 
more  the  relief  which  is  felt  by  a  little  child,  weary  of  its  fit  of 
naughtiness,  when  its  tearful  face  is  raised,  mournful  yet  happy, 
in  having  won  true  repentance,  and  it  says,  *  I  am  sorry  now.' 

He  rose,  looked  at  his  watch,  wondered  to  find  it  so  late; 
gazed  round,  and  considered  his  bearings,  perceiving,  with  a 
sense  of  shame,  how  far  he  had  wandered ;  then  retraced  his  steps 
slowly  and  wearily,  and  did  not  reach  South  Moor  till  long  after 
dark. 
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CHAPTER  XVn. 

My  blood  iisth  been  too  cold  and  temperate. 

Unapt  to  stir  at  these  indiffnities ; 

But  you  have  found  me.— IlINO  Hebtbt  IT. 

PHILIP,  according  to  promise,  appeared  at  Hollywell^  and  a 
volume  of  awfiil  justice  seemed  written  on  his  brow.  Charles, 
though  ignorant  of  its  cause,  perceiyed  this  at  a  glanoe,  ahd 
greeted  him  thus : — 

'  Enter  Don  Philip  II.,  the  Duke  of  Alva,  alguaeils,  cane- 
pdors,  and  executioners.* 

'  Is  anything  the  matter,  Philip  ?'  said  Amy;  a  question  whloh 
took  him  by  surprise,  as  he  could  not  belieye  her  in  ignorance. 
He  was  sorry  for  her,  and  answered  gravely, — 

'  Nothing  is  amiss  with  me,  thank  you,  Amy*' 

She  knew  he  meant  that  he  would  tell  no  more,  and  wouU 
have  thought  no  more  about  it,  but  that  she  saw  her  mother  was 
very  uneasy. 

'  Did  you  ask  whether  there  were  any  letters  at  the  post  P 
said  Charles.  'Guy  is  using  us  shamduUy  —  practising  self* 
denial  on  us,  I  suppose.    Is  there  no  letter  from  him  P* 

'  There  is,'  said  Philip,  reluctantly. 

•Well,  where  is  it?' 

•Itisto  jrourfather/ 

*  Oh !'  said  Charles,  with  a  disappointed  air.  ^  Are  you  sure  t 
Depend  on  it,  you  overlooked  my  M.  He  has  owed  me  a  letter 
this  fortnight*    Let  me  see.' 

'  It  is  for  my  uncle,'  repeated  Philip,  as  if  to  put  an  end  to  the 
subject. 

'  Then  he  bait  been  so  stupid  as  to  forget  my  second  name. 
Come,  give  it  me.     I  shall  have  it  sooner  or  later.' 

'  I  assure  you,  Charles,  it  is  not  for  you.' 

'Would  not  any  one  suppose  he  had  been  reading  itP  ex- 
claimed Charles. 

'  Did  you  know  Mary  Boss  was  gone  to  stay  with  her  brother 
John?'  broke  in  Mrs*  Edmonstone^  in  a  nervous,  honied 
manner. 

'  No ;  is  she  P'  replied  Philip* 

'Yes;  his  wife^isiU.' 

The  universal  feeling  was  that  something  was  atniss,  and 
mamma  was  in  the  secret.    Amy  looked  wistfully  at  her^  but 
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Mrs.  Edmonstone  only  gazed  at  the  window,  and  so  they  con- 
tinued for  some  minutes,  while  an  uninteresting  exchange  of 
question  and  answar  was  kept  up  hetween  her  and  har  nephew, 
until  at  length  the  dressin^-beU  rang,  and  cleared  the  room. 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  lingered  till  her  son  and  daughters  were  gone, 
and  said, — 

'  You  have  heard  from  St.  Mildred's  P' 

'Yes,'  said  Philip,  as  if  he  was  as  little  inclined  to  be  commu- 
nicatiye  to  her  as  to  his  cousins. 

'  From  Guy,  or  from  Maigazet  ?' 

'  From  Margaret.' 

'  But  you  say  there  is  a  letter  from  him  ?' 

*  Yes,  for  my  unde.' 

'Does  she  say  nothing  more  satisfiactory?'  asked  his  aunt, 
her  anxiety  tortured  by  his  composure.  'Has  she  learnt  no 
more?' 

'  Nothing  more  of  his  proceedings.  I  see  Amy  knows  nothing 
of  the  matter?'  . 

'  No ;  her  papa  thought  there  was  no  need  to  distress  her  till 
we  had  seen  whether  he  could  explain.' 

•  Poor  little  thing !'  said  Philip ;  '  I  am  very  sorry  for  her.' 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  did  not  choose  to  discuss  her  daughter's 

affairs  ?dth  him,  and  she  turned  the  conversation  to  ask  if 
Maiearet  said  much  of  Quy. 

'  She  writes  to  tell  the  spirit  in  which  he  received  my  uncle's 
letter.  It  is  only  the  Morville  temper,  again ;  and,  of  course, 
whatever  you  may  think  of  that  on  Amy's  account,  I  should 
never  regard  it,  as  concerns  myself,  as  other  than  his  misfortune. 
I  hope  he  may  be  able  to  explain  the  rest.' 

'  Ah !  there  comes  your  uncle !'  and  Mr.  Edmonstone  entered. 

*  How  d'ye  do,  Philip  ?    Brought  better  news,  eh  ?' 
'  Here  is  a  letter  to  speak  for  itself.' 

•  Eh?  From  Guy?  Give  it  me.  What  does  he  say?'  Let 
me  see.    Here,  mamma,  read  it ;  your  eyes  are  best.' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  read  as  follows : — 

'Mt  DEA&  Mb.  EnHOKSTOirs,  —  Your  letter  surprised  and 
grieved  me  very  much.  I  cannot  guess  what  proofs  Philip  may 
think  he  has,  of  what  I  never  did,  and,  therefore,  I  cannot  refute 
them  otherwise  than  by  declaring  that  I  never  gamed  in  my  life. 
Tell  me  what  they  are,  and  I  will  answer  them.  As  to  a  full  con- 
fession, I  could  of  course  tell  you  of  much  in  which  I  have  done 
wronglv,  though  not  in  the  way  which  he  supposes.  On  that 
head,  1  have  nothing  to  confess.  I  am  sorry  I  am  prevented 
from  satisfyii^  you  about  the  £1000,  but  I  am  bound  in  honour 
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not  to  mention  the  purpose  for  which  I  wanted  it.  I  am  sure 
you  could  never  believe  I  could  have  said  what  I  did  to  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  if  I  had  begun  on  a  course  which  I  detest  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart.  Thank  you  very  much  for  the  kindness 
of  the  latter  part  of  your  letter.  I  do  not  know  how  I  could 
have  borne  it,  if  it  had  ended  as  it  began.  I  hope  you  will  soon 
send  me  these  proofs  of  Philip's.    Ever  your  affectionate, 

•G.M.' 

Not  a  little  surprised  was  Philip  to  find  that  he  was  known  to 
be  Guy's  accuser ;  but  the  conclusion  revealed  that  his  style  had 
betraved  him,  and  that  Mr.  Edmonstone  had  finished  with  some 
mention  of  hhn,  and  he  resolved  that  henceforth  he  would  never 
leave  a  letter  of  his  own  dictation  till  he  had  seen  it  signed  and 
sealed. 

*  Well  r  cried  Mr.  Edmonstone,  joyfully  beating  his  own  hand 
with  his  glove, '  that  is  all  right.  I  knew  it  would  be  so.  He 
can't  even  guess  what  we  are  at.  I  am  fflad  we  did  not  tease 
poor  little  Amy.  Eh,  mamma  P— eh,  Phihp  P'  the  last  eh  being 
uttered  much  more  doubtfully,  and  less  triumphantly  than  the 
first. 

*  1  wonder  you  think  it  right,'  said  Philip. 

'  What  more  would  you  have  ?'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone,  hastily. 
'  Confidence.' 

*  Eh  ?    Oh,  ay,  he  says  he  can't  tell — Abound  in  honour.' 

'  It  is  easy  to  write  off-hand,  and  say  I  cannot  satisfy  yo\i,  I 
am  bound  in  honour ;  but  that  is  not  what  most  persons  would 
think  a  full  justification,  especially  considering  the  terms  on 
which  you  stand.' 

'Why,  yes,  he  might  have  said  more.  It  would  have  been 
safe  enough  with  me.* 

'  It  is  his  usual  course  of  mystery,  reserve,  and  defiance.' 

'  The  fact  is,*  said  Mr.  Edmonstone,  turning  away, '  that  it  is 
a  very  proper  letter ;  right  sense,  proper  feeling — and  if  he  never 
gamed  in  his  life,  what  would  you  have  more  ?* 

'  There  are  different  ways  of  understanding  such  a  denial  as 
this,'  said  Philip.  *  '  See,  he  says  not  in  the  way  in  which  I  sup- 
pose.' He  held  up  his  hand  authoritatively,  as  his  aunt  was 
about  to  interpose.  '  It  was  against  gaming  that  his  vow  was 
made.  I  never  thought  he  had  played,  but  he  never  says  he  has 
not  betted.' 

'He  would  never  be  guilty  of  a  subterfuge!'  exclaimed  Mrs. 
Edmonstone,  indignantly. 

'  I  should  not  have  thought  so,  without  the  evidence  of  the 
payment  of  the  cheque,  my  uncle  had  just  given  him,  to  this 


202  TSE  HBIB  OF  HEDCLTFFE. 

gambling  fellow/  said  Philip ;  '  yet  it  is  only  the  natural  con- 
sequence of  the  habit  of  eluding  inquiry  into  his  visits  to 
London.' 

'  I  can't  see  any  reason  for  so  harsh  an  accusation,'  said  she. 

*  I  should  hardly  want  more  reason  than  his  own  words.  He 
refuses  to  answer  the  question  on  which  my  uncle's  good  opinion 
depends ;  he  owns  he  has  been  to  blame,  and  thus  retracts  his 
full  denial.  In  my  opinion,  his  letter  says  nothing  so  plainly  as, 
*  While  I  can  stand  fair  with  yo\i,  I  do  not  wish  to  break  with 
you." 

*  He  will  not  find  that  quite  so  easy!'  cried  Mr.  Edmonstone. 
'  I  am  no  fool  to  be  hoodwinked,  especially  where  my  little  Amy 
is  concerned.  1*11  see  all  plain  and  straight  before  he  says  an«* 
other  word  of  her.  But  you  see  what  comes  of  their  settling  it 
while  I  was  out  of  the  way.' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  grieved  to  see  him  so  hurt  at  this.  It 
could  not  have  been  helped,  and  if  all  had  been  smooth,  he  never 
would  have  thought  of  it  again ;  but  it  served  to  keep  up  his 
dignity  in  his  own  eyes,  and,  as  he  fancied,  to  defend  him  from 
Pfolip's  censure,  and  he  therefore  made  the  most  of  it,  which  so 
pain^  her  that  she  did  not  venture  to  continue  her  championship 
of  Guy. 

'Well,  well,'  sud  Mr.  Edmonstone,  'the  question  is  what  to 
do  next-— eh,  Philip  ?  I  wish  he  would  have  spoken  openly.  I 
hate  mysteries.  PU  write  and  tell  him  this  wont  do ;  he  must 
be  explicit — eh,  Philip  ?* 

*  We  win  talk  it  over  by-and-bye,'  said  Philip. 

His  aunt  understood  that  it  was  to  be  in  her  absence,  and  left 
the  room,  fearing  it  would  be  impossible  to  prevent  Amy  from 
being  distressed,  though  she  had  no  doubt  that  Guy  would  be 
able  to  prove  his  innocence  of  the  charges.  She  found  Amy 
waiting  for  her  in  her  room.  .  ^ 

*  Don't  ring,  mamma,  dear.  I'll  fasten  your  dress,'  said  she: 
then  pausing — *  Oh!  mamma,  I  don't  know  whether  I  o\ight  to 
ask,  but  if  you  would  only  tell  me  if  there  is  nothing  gone 
wrong.' 

*  I  don't  believe  there  is  anything  really  wrong,  my  dear,' 
said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  kissing  her,  as  she  saw  how  her  colour 
first  deepened  and  then  faded. 

*  Oh !  no,'  said  she. 

*  But  there  is  some  mystery  about  his  money-matters,  which 
has  vexed  your  papa.' 

*  And  what  has  Philip  to  do  with  it  ?' 

*  I  cannot  quite  tell,  my  dear.  I  believe  Margaret  Henley 
has  heard  something,  but  I  do  not  know  the  whole.' 
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'Did  you  see  his  letter,  mamma?*  said  Amy,  in  a  low, 
trembling  voice. 

'  Yes.  It  is  just  like  himself,  and  absolutely  denies  the  accu- 
sations.' 

Amy  did  not  say  '  then  they  are  false,'  but  she  held  up  her 
head. 

'  Then  papa  is  satisfied  P'  she  said. 

'  I  have  no  doubt  all  will  be  made  clear  in  time,'  said  her 
mother;  'but  there  is  still  something  unexplained,  and  I  am 
afraid  things  may  not  go  smoothly  just  now.  I  am  very  sorry, 
my  little  Amy,  that  such  a  cloud  should  have  come  over  you,' 
she  added,  smoothing  fondly  the  long,  soft  hair,  sad  at  heart  to 
see  the  cares  and  griefs  of  womanhood  gathering  over  her  child's 
bright  young  life. 

'  I  said  I  mlist  learn  to  bear  things !'  murmured  Amy  to  her- 
self. '  Only,'  and  the  tears  filled  her  eyes,  and  she  spoke  with 
ahnost  childish  simplicity  of  manner,  '  I  can't  bear  them  to  vex 
him.  I  wish  Philip  would  let  papa  settle  it  alone.  Guy  will  be 
angry,  and  grieved  afterwards.' 

They  were  interrupted  by  the  dinner-bell,  but  Amy  ran  into 
her  own  room  for  one  moment. 

'  I  said  I  would  learn  to  bear,'  said  she  to  herself,  '  or  I  shall 
never  be  fit  for  him.  Yes,  I  will,  even  though  it  is  the  thinking 
he  is  unhappv.  He  said  I  must  be  his  Yerena ;  I  know  what 
that  means ;  I  ought  not  to  be  uneasy,  for  he  will  bear  it  beauti- 
fully, and  say  he  is  glad  of  it  afterwards.  And  I  will  tty  not  to 
seem  cross  to  Philip.' 

Mr.  Edmonstone  was  fidgety  and  ill  at  ease,  found  fault  with 
the  dinner,  and  was  pettish  with  his  wife.  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
set  Philip  off  upon  politics,  which  lasted  till  the  ladies  could 
escape  into  the  drawing-room.  In  another  minute  Philip  brought 
in  Charles,  set  him  down,  and  departed.  Amy,  who  was  stand^g 
by  the  window,  resting  her  forehead  against  the  glass,  and  gazing 
into  the  darkness,  tmned  roimd  hastily,  and  left  the  room,  but 
in  passing  her  brother,  she  put  her  hand  into  his,  and  received  a 
kind  pressure.  Her  mother  followed  her,  and  the  other  three 
all  began  to  wonder.  Charles  said  he  had  regularly  been  turned 
out  of  the  dining-room  by  Philip,  who  announced  that  he  wanted 
to  speak  to  his  uncle,  and  carried  him  off. 

They  conjectured,  and  were  indignant  at  each  other's  con- 
jectures, till  their  mother  returned,  and  gave  them  as  much 
mformation  as  she  could ;  but  this  only  ma^  them  very  anxious. 
Charles  was  certain  that  Mrs.  Henley  had  laid  a  cockatrice  egg, 
and  Philip  was  hatching  it ;  and  Laura  could  not  trust  herself 
to  defend  Philip,  lest  she  should  do  it  too  vehemently.     They 
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could  all  agree  in  desire  to  know  the  truth,  in  hope  that  Guy 
was  not  culpable,  and,  above  all,  in  feeling  for  Amy ;  but  by  tacit 
consent  they  were  sUent  on  the  three  shades  of  opinion  in  their 
minds.  Laura  was  confident  that  Philip  was  acting  for  the  best ; 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  thought  he  might  be  mistaken  in  his  premises, 
but  desirous  of  Guy's  real  good;  and  Charles,  though  sure  he, 
would  alle^  nothing  which  he  did  not  believe  to  be  true,  also 
thought  Imn  ready  to  draw  the  worst  conclusions  from  small 
grounds,  and  to  take  pleasure  in  driving  Mr.  £dmonstone  to  the 
most  rigorous  measures. 

Philip,  meanwhile,  was  trying  to  practise  great  moderation 
and  forbearance,  not  bringing  forwaid  at  first  what  was  most 
likely  to  incense  Mr.  Edmonstone,  and  without  appearance  of 
animosity  in  his  cool,  guarded  speech.  There  was  no  design  in 
this,  he  meant  only  to  be  just ;  yet  anything  less  cool  would 
have  had  far  less  effect. 

When  he  shut  the  dining-room  door,  he  found  his  unde 
wavering,  touched  by  the  sight  of  his  little  Amy,  returning  to 
his  first  fftvourable  view  of  Guy*s  letter,  ready  to  overlook  every- 
thing, accept  the  justification,  and  receive  his  ward  on  the  same 
footing  as  before,  though  he  was  at  the  same  time  ashamed  that 
Philip  should  see  him  relent,  and  desirous  of  keeping  up  hia 
character  for  firmness,  little  guessing  how  his  nephew  felt  his 
power  over  him,  and  knew  that  he  could  wield  him  at  will. 

Perceiving  and  pitying  his  feebleness,  and  sincerely  believing 
strong  measures  the  only  rescue  for  Amy,  the  only  hope  for  Guy, 
Philip  found  himself  obliged  to  work  on  him  by  the  production 
of  another  letter  from  his  sister.  He  would  rather,  if  possible, 
have  kept  this  back,  so  much  did  his  honourable  feeling  recoil 
from  what  had  the  air  of  slander  and  mischief-making ;  but  he 
regarded  firmness  on  hb  uncle's  part  as  the  only  chance  for  Guy 
or  for  his  cousin,  and  was  resolved  not  to  let  him  swerve  from 
strict  justice. 

Mrs.  Henley  had  written  immediately  after  Guy's  outburst  in 
her  house,  and,  taking  it  for  granted  that  her  brother  would 
receive  a  challenge,  she  wrote  in  the  utmost  alarm,  urging  him 
to  remember  how  precious  he  was  to  her,  and  not  to  depart  from 
his  own  principles. 

*  You  would  not  be  so  mad  as  to  fight  him,  eh  ?'  said  Mr. 
Edmonstone,  anxiously.  *  You  know  letter — ^besides,  for  poor 
Amy's  sake.' 

*  For  the  sake  of  right,'  replied  Philip,  *  no.  I  have  reassured 
my  sister.  I  have  told  her  that,  let  the  boy  do  what  he  will,  he 
shall  never  make  me  guilty  of  his  death.' 

'  You  have  heard  from  him,  thfen  ?' 
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'  No ;  I  suppose  a  night's  reflection  convinced  him  that  he 
had  no  rational  grounds  for  violent  proceedings,  and  he  had 
sense  enough  not  to  expose  himself  to  such  an  answer  as  I  shoidd 
have  given.  What  caused  his  wrath  to  he  directed  towards  me 
especially,  I  cannot  tell,  nor  can  my  sister,*  said  Philip,  looking  full 
at  his  uncle ;  '  hut  I  seem  to  have  come  in  for  a  foil  share  of  it.' 

He  proceeded  to  read  the  description  of  Guy's  passion,  and  the 
expressions  he  had  used.  Violent  as  it  had  heen,  it  did  not  lose 
in  Mrs.  Henley's  colouring;  and  what  made  the  effect  worse 
was,  that  she  had  omitted  to  say  she  had  overheard  his  language, 
so  that  it  appeared  as  if  he  had  been  unrestrained  even  by  gen- 
tlemanly feeling,  and  had  thus  spoken  of  her  brother  and  uncle 
in  her  presence. 

Mr.  Edmonstone  was  resentful  now,  really  displeased,  and 
wounded  to  the  quick.  The  point  on  which  he  was  especially 
sensitive  was  his  reputation  for  sense  and  judgment ;  and  that 
Guy,  who  had  shown  him  so  much  respect  and  affection,  whom 
he  had  treated  with  invariable  kindness,  and  received  into  his 
family  like  a  son,  that  he  should  thus  speak  of  him  shocked  him 
extremely.  He  was  too  much  overcome  even  to  break  out  into 
exclamations  at  first,  he  only  drank  off  his  glass  of  wine  hastily, 
and  said,  *  I  would  never  have  thought  it  ?' 

With  these  words,  all  desire  for  forbearance  and  toleration 
departed.  If  Guy  could  speak  thus  of  him,  he  was  ready  to 
believe  any  accusation,  to  think  him  deceitful  from  the  first,  to 
say  he  had  been  trifling  with  Amy,  to  imagine  him  a  confirmed 
reprobate,  and  cast  him  off  entirely.  Philip  had  some  difiiculty 
to  restrain  him  firom  being  too  violent ;  and  to  keep  him  to  the 
matter  in  hand,  he  defended  Guy  firom  ^he  exaggerations  of  his 
imagination  in  a  manner  which  appeared  highly  noble,  considering 
how  Guy  had  spoken  of  him.  Before  they  parted  that  night, 
another  letter  had  been  written,  which  stood  thus, — 

*  Deab  Sib  Guy, — Since  you  refuse  the  confidence  which  I 
have  a  right  to  demand,  since  you  elude  the  explanation  I  asked, 
and  indulge  yourself  in  speaking  in  disrespectful  terms  of  me  and 
my  family,  I  have  every  reason  to  suppose  that  you  have  no 
desire  to  continue  on  the  same  footing  as  heretofore  at  Hollywell. 
As  your  guardian,  I  repeat  that  I  consider  myself  bound  to  keep 
a  vigilant  watch  over  your  conduct,  and,  if  possible,  to  recover 
you  firom  the  unhappy  course  in  which  you  have  involved  your- 
self;  but  all  other  intercourse  between  you  and  this  family  must 
cease. 

'  Your  horse  shall  be  sent  to  Bedclyffe  to-morrow. 

'  Tours  faithfully, 
*  C.  Edjiokstoxe.' 
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This  letter. waB  more  hanh  than  Philip  wished;  but  Mr. 
Edmonstone  would  hardly  be  prevailed  on  to  consent  to  enter 
on  no  further  reproaches.  He  insisted  on  banishing  Deloraine, 
as  well  as  on  the  mention  of  Guy's  disrespect,  both  against  his 
nephew's  opinion ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  let  him  have  his  own 
way  on  these  points,  and  Philip  thought  himself  fortunate  in 
getting  a  letter  written  which  was  in  any  degree  rational  and 
moderate. 

They  had  been  so  busy,  and  Mr.  Edmonstone  so  excited,  that 
Philip  thought  it  best  to  accept  the  offer  of  tea  being  sent  them 
in  the  dining-room,  and  it  was  not  till  nearly  midnight  that  their 
conference  broke  up,  when  Mr.  Edmonstone  found  his  wife  sittmg 
up  by  the  dressing-room  fire,  having  shut  Charles's  door,  sorely 
against  his  will. 

'  There,'  began  Mr.  Edmonstone, '  you  may  tell  Amy  she  may 
give  him  up,  and  a  lucky  escape  she  has  had.  But  tms  is  what 
comes  of  settling  matters  in  my  absence.'  So  he  proceeded  with 
the  narration,  mixing  the  facts  imdistinguishably  with  his  own 
surmises,  and  overwhelming  his  wife  with  dismay.  If  a  quarter 
of  this  was  true,  defence  of  Guy  was  out  of  the  question ;  and 
it  was  still  more  impossible  to  wish  Amy's  attachment  to  him  to 
continue ;  and  though  much  was  incredible,  it  was  no  time  to 
say  so.  She  could  oiUy  hope  morning  would  soften  her  husband's 
aoger,  and  make  matters  explicable. 

Morning  failed  to  bring  her  comfort.  Mr.  Edmonstone 
repeated  that  Amy  must  be  ordered  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of 
Guy,  and  she  perceived  that  the  words  ascribed  to  him  stood  on 
evidence  which  could  not  be  doubted.  She  coidd  believe  he 
might  have  spoken  theni  in  the  first  shock  of  an  imjust  imputa- 
tion, and  she  thought  he  might  have  been  drawn  into  some 
scrape  to  serve  a  friend ;  but  she  could  never  suppose  him  capable 
of  all  Mr.  Edmonstone  imagined. 

The  first  attempt  to  plead  his  cause,  however,  brought  on  her 
an  angry  reply ;  for  Philip,  by  a  hint,  that  she  '  never  saw  a 
fault  in  Guy,'  bad  put  it  into  his  uncle's  head  that  she  would  try 
to  lead  bun,  and  made  him  particularly  inaccessible  to  her 
influence. 

There  was  no  help  for  it,  then ;  poor  little  Amy  must  hear 
the  worst ;  and  it  was  not  long  before  Mrs.  Edmonstone  found 
her  waiting  in  the  dressing-room.  Between  obedience  to  her 
husband,  her  conviction  of  Guy's  innocence,  and  her  tenderness 
to  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Edmoiustone  had  a  hard  task,  and  she 
could  scarcely  check  her  tears  as  Amy  nestled  up  for  her  morning 
kiss. 

'  0  mammal  what  is  it  p' 
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'  Dearest,  I  told  you  a  cloud  was  coming.  Try  to  bear  it. 
Your  papa  is  not  satisfied  with  Guy's  answer,  and  it  seems  be 
spoke  some  basty  words  of  papa  and  Fbilip ;  tbey  have  displeased 
papa  very  much,  and,  my  dear  child,  you  must  trj  to  bear  it,  be 
has  written  to  tell  Guy  he  must  not  think  any  more  of  you.' 

'  He  has  spoken  hasty  words  of  papa !'  repeated  Amy,  as  if  she 
had  not  heaM  the  rest.    *  How  sorry  he  must  be  !* 

As  she  spoke,  Charles's  door  was  pushed  open,  and  in  be  oame, 
half  dressed,  scrambling  on,  wilb  but  one  crutch,  to  the  chair 
near  which  she  stood,  with  drooping  head  and  clawed  hands. 

'  Never  mind,  little  Amy,'  be  said ;  <  I'll  lay  my  life  'tis  only 
some  monstrous  figment  of  Mrs.  Henley's.  Trust  my  word,  it 
will  right  itself;  it  is  only  a  rock  to  keep  true  love  from  running 
too  smooth.  Come,  don't  cry,'  as  her  tears  began  to  flow  fast, 
*  I  only  meant  to  cheer  you  up.' 

'  I  am  afraid,  Charlie,  said  his  mother,  putting  a  force  on  her 
own  feeling, '  it  is  not  the  best  or  kindest  way  to  do  her  good  by 
telling  her  to  dwell  on  hopes  of  him.' 

'  Mamma  one  of  Philip's  faction !'  exclaimed  Charles. 

'  Of  no  faction  at  all,  Charles,  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  a  bad  case ;' 
and  Mrs.  Edmonstone  related  what  she  knew;  glad  to  address 
herself  to  any  one  but  Amy,  who  stood  still,  meanwhile,  her  hands 
folded  on  the  back  of  her  brother's  chair. 

Charles  loudly  protested  that  the  charges  were  absurd  and 
preposterous,  and  would  be  proved  so  in  no  time.  He  would  finish 
dressing  instantly,  go  to  speak  to  his  fother,  and  show  him  the 
sense  of  the  thing.  Amy  heard  and  hoped,  and  his  mother,  who 
had  great  confidence  in  his  clear  sight,  was  so  cheered  as  almost 
to  expect  that  to-day's  post  might  carry  a  conciliatory  letter. 

Meantime,  Laura  and  Philip  met  in  the  breakfasi-room,  and 
in  answer  to  her  anxious  inquiry,  he  had  given  her  an  account  of 
Guy,  which,  though  harsh  enough,  was  far  more  comprehensible 
than  what  the  rest  had  been  able  to  gather. 

She  was  inexpressibly  shocked.  '  My  poor  dear  little  Amy!' 
she  exclaimed.  *  0  Philip,  now  I  see  au  you  thought  to  save  me 
from!' 

'  It  is  an  unhappy  business  that  it  ever  was  permitted !' 

'Poor  little  dear!  She  was  so  happy,  so  very  happy  and 
sweet  in  her  humility  and  her  love.  Do  you  know,  Philip,  I  was 
almost  jealous  for  a  moment  that  all  should  be  so  easy  for  them; 
and  I  blamed  poverty;  but  oh!  there  are  worse  wngs  than 
poverty!' 

He  did  not  speak,  but  his  dark  blue  eye  softened  with  the 
tender  look  known  cmly  to  her ;  and  it  was  one  of  the  precious 
moments  for  which  she  lived.     She  was  happy  till  the  rest  came 
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down,  and  then  a  heavy  cloud  seemed  to  hang  on  them  all  break- 
fast tune. 

Charles,  who  found  anxiety  on  Guy's  account  more  exciting, 
though  considerably  less  agreeable,  than  he  had  once  expected, 
would  not  go  away  with  the  womaoldnd ;  but  as  soon  as  the  door 
was  shut,  exclaimed, 

'  Now  then,  Philip,  let  me  know  the  true  grounds  of  your  per- 
secution.' 

It  was  not  a  conciliating  commencement.  His  father  was 
offended,  and  poured  out  a  confused  torrent  of  Ghiy's  imagined 
misdeeds,  while  Philip  explained  and  modified  his  exaggerations. 

'  So  the  fact  is,'  said  Charles,  at  length, '  that  Guy  has  asked 
for  his  own  money,  and  when  in  lieu  of  it  he  received  a  letter 
full  of  unjust  charges,  he  declared  Philip  was  a  meddling  cox- 
comb.    I  advise  you  not  to  justify  his  opinion.' 

Philip  disdained  to  reply;  and  after  a  few  more  of  Mr.  Edmon- 
stone's  exclamations  Charles  proceeded, 

'  This  the  great  sum  total.' 

*  No,'  said  Philip ;  *  I  have  proof  of  his  gambling.' 

*  What  is  it?' 

*  I  have  shown  it  to  your  father,  and  he  is  satisfied.' 

'  Is  it  not  proof  enough  that  he  is  lost  to  all  sense  of  propriety, 
that  he  should  go  and  speak  in  that  fashion  of  us,  and  to  Philip's 
own  sister?'  cried  Mr.  Edmonstone.  'What  would  you  have 
more?' 

'  That  little  epithet  applied  to  Captain  Morville  is  hardly,  to 
my  mind,  proof  sufficient  that  a  man  is  capable  of  every  vice,' 
said  Charles,  who,  in  the  pleasure  of  galling  his  cousin,  did  not 
perceive  the  harm  he  did  his  Mend's  cause,  by  recalling  the  affiront 
which  his  father,  at  least,  felt  most  deeply.  Mr.  Edmonstone  grew 
^^g^  "^^th  him  for  disregarding  the  insulting  term  appli^  to 
himself;  and  Charles,  who,  though  improved  in  many  points,  still 
sometimes  showed  the  effects  of  early  habits  of  disrespect  to  his 
father,  answered  hastily,  that  no  one  could  wonder  at  Guy's 
resenting  such  suspicions ;  he  deserved  no  blame  at  all,  and  would 
have  been  a  blockhead  to  bear  it  tamely. 

This  was  more  than  Charles  meant,  but  his  temper  was  fairly 
roused,  and  he  said  much  more  than  was  right  or  judicious,  so 
that  his  advocacy  only  injured  the  cause.  He  had  many  repre- 
sentations to  make  on  the  injustice  of  condemning  Guy  unheard, 
of  not  even  laying  before  him  the  proofs  on  which  the  charges 
were  founded,  and  on  the  danger  of  actually  driving  him  into 
mischief,  by  shutting  the  doors  of  Hollywell  against  him.  '  If 
you  wanted  to  make  him  all  you  say  he  is,  you  are  taking  the 
very  best  means.' 
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Quite  tnie ;  bat  Charles  had  made  his  father  too  angry  to  paj 
attention.     This   stormy  discussion  continued  for  nearly  two 
hours,  with  no  effect  save  inflaming  the  minds  of  all  parties.    At 
last  Mr.  Edmonstone  was  called  away;  and  Charles,  rising, 
declared  he  should  go  at  that  moment,  and  write  to  tell  Guy  that 
there  was  one  person  at  least  still  in  his  senses. 
'  You  will  do  as  you  please,'  said  Philip. 
'  Thank  you  for  the  permission,'  said  Charles,  proudly. 
'  It  is  not  to  me  that  your  submission  is  due,'  said  Philip. 
'  I'll  tell  you  what,  Philip,  I  submit  to  my  own  father  readily, 
but  I  do  not  submit  to  Captain  MorviUe's  instrument.' 

'  We  have  had  enough  of  unbecoming  retorts  for  one  day,'  said 
Philip,  quietly,  and  o&rinff  his  arm. 

Much  as  Charles  disliked  it,  he  was  in  too  great  haste  not  to 
accept  it ;  and  perceiving  that  there  were  visitors  in  the  drawing- 
room,  he  desired  to  go  up  stairs. 

'  People  who  always  come  when  they  are  not  wanted !'  he 

muttered,  as  he  went  up,  pettish  with  them  as  with  ever3rthing  else. 

*  I  do  not  think  you  in  a  fit  mood  to  be  advised,  Charles,'  said 

Philip  ;  '  but  to  free  my  own  conscience,  let  me  say  this.    Take 

care  how  you  promote  this  unfortunate  attachment.' 

'Take  care  what  you  say!'  exclaimed  Charles, 'flushing  with 
anger,  as  he  threw  himself  forward,  with  an  impatient  movement, 
trusting  to  his  crutch  rather  than  retain  his  cousin's  arm ;  but 
the  crutch  slipped,  he  missed  his  grasp  at  the  balusters,  and 
would  have  faUen  to  the  bottom  of  the  flight  if  Philip  had  not 
been  close  behind.  Stretching  out  his  foot,  he  made  a  barrier, 
receiving  Charles's  weight  against  his  breast,  and  then,  taking 
him  in  his  arms,  carried  him  up  the  rest  of  the  way  as  easily  as 
if  he  had  been  a  child.  The  noise  brought  Amy  out  of  the 
dressing-room,  much  frightened,  though  she  did  not  speak  till 
Charles  was  deposited  on  the  sofa,  and  assured  them  he  was  not 
in  the  least  hurt,  but  he  would  hardly  thank  his  cousin  for 
having  so  dexterously  saved  him ;  and  Philip,  relieved  from  the 
fear  of  his  being  injured,  viewed  the  adventure  as  a  mere  ebul- 
lition of  ill-temper,  and  went  away. 

<  A  fine  helpless  log  am  I,'  exclaimed  Charles,  as  he  fotmd 
himself  alone  with  Amy.  '  A  pretty  thing  for  me  to  talk  of 
being  of  any  use,  when  I  can't  so  much  as  show  my  anger  at  an 
impertinence  about  my  own  sister,  without  being  beholden  for 
not  breaking  my  neck  to  the  very  piece  of  presumption  that 
uttered  it.' 

'  Oh,  don't  speak  so,'  b^;aa  Amy;  and  at  that  moment  Philip 
was  close  to  them,  set  down  the  crutch  that  had  been  dropped, 
and  went  without  speaking. 
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'  I  don't  care  who  hears,'  said  Charles ;  '  I  say  there  is  no 
greater  misery  in  this  world  than  to  have  the  spirit  of  a  man 
and  the  limhs  of  a  cripple.  I  know  if  I  was  good  for  anything, 
things  woidd  not  long  he  in  this  state.  I  should  he  at  St. 
Mildred's  hy  this  time,  at  the  hottom  of  the  whole  story,  and 
Philip  would  he  taught  to  eat  his  words  in  no  time,  and  make  as 
few  wry  faces  as  suited  his  dignity.  But  what  is  the  use  of 
talking  ?  This  sofa' — ^and  he  struck  his  fist  against  it—'  is  my 
prison,  and  I  am  a  miserable  cripple,  and  it  is  mere  madness  in 
me  to  think  of  being  attended  to.* 

'0  Charlie!'  cried  Amy,  caressingly,  and  much  distressed, 
'  don't  talk  so.    Indeed,  I  can't  bear  it !   You  know  it  is  not  so.' 

'  Do  I P  Have  not  I  been  talking  myself  hoarse,  showing  up 
their  injustice,  saying  all  a  man  could  say  to  bring  them  to 
reason,  and  not  an  inch  could  I  move  them.  I  do  beheve  Philip 
has  driven  my  father  stark  mad  with  these  abominable  stories 
of  his  sister's,  which  I  verily  believe  she  invented  herself.' 

'  O  no,  she  could  not.    Don't  say  so.' 

'  What !    Are  you  going  to  believe  them,  too  P' 

'Never!' 

'  It  is  that  which  drives  me  beyond  all  patience,'  proceeded 
Charles, '  to  see  Philip  lay  hold  of  mr  father,  and  twist  him 
about  as  he  chooses,  and  set  every  one  down  with  his  authority.' 

'  Philip  soon  goes  abroad,'  said  Amy,  who  could  not  at  the 
moment  say  anything  more  charitable. 

'  Ay!  there  is  the  hope.  My  father  will  return  to  his  natural 
state,  provided  they  don't  drive  Guy,  in  the  meantime,  to  do  some- 
thing desperate.' 

*  No,  they  wont,'  whispered  Amy. 

'Well,  give  me  the  blotting-book.  I'll  write  to  him  this 
moment,  and  teU  him  we  are  not  all  the  tools  of  Philip's  malice.' 

Amy  gave  the  materials  to  her  brother,  and  then  turning 
away,  busied  herself  in  silence  as  best  she  might,  in  the  employ- 
ment her  mother  had  recommended  her,  of  sorting  some  garden- 
seeds  for  the  cottagers.    After  an  interval,  Charles  said, 

'  Well,  Amy,  what  shall  I  say  to  him  for  you  ?' 

There  was  a  little  silence,  and  presently  Amj  whispered, 

'Idon'tthinkloug^t.' 

'  What  P'  asked  Charles,  not  catching  her  very  low  tones,  as 
she  sat  behind  him,  with  her  head  bent  down. 

'  I  don't  think  it  would  be  right,'  she  repeated,  more  steadily. 

'  Not  right  for  you  to  say  you  don't  think  him  a  villain  P' 

'  Papa  said  I  was  to  have  no '  and  there  her  voice  was 

stopped  with  tears. 
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'  This  is  abeurd,  Amj,' said  Charles ;  'when  it  all  was  approved 
at  first,  and  now  m j  &ther  is  acting  on  a  wrong  impression ; 
what  harm  can  there  be  in  it  ?    Every  one  would  do  so.' 

'  I  am  sure  he  would  not  think  it  right/  faltered  Amy. 

'  He  P  You'llnever  have  any  more  to  say  to  him,  if  you  don't 
take  care  what  you  are  about.' 

'  I  can't  help  it,'  said  Amy,  in  a  broken  voice.  '  It  is  not  right.' 

'  Nonsense !  folly!'  said  Qiarles.  '  You  are  as  bad  as  the  rest. 
When  they  are  persecuting,  and  slandering,  and  acting  in  the 
most  outraseous  way  ^igainst  him,  and  you  know  one  word  of 
yours  would  carry  hun  through  all,  you  wont  say  it,  to  save  him 
from  distraction,  and  firom  doing  tJl  my  father  ftncies  he  has 
done.  Then  1  believe  you  don't  care  a  rush  for  him,  and  never 
want  to  see  him  again,  and  believe  the  whole  monstrous  fiurrago. 
I  vow  I'll  say  so.' 

*  O  Charles,  you  are  very  cruel!*  said  Amy,  with  an  irrepres- 
sible burst  of  weeping. 

*  Then,  if  you  don't  believe  it,  why  can't  you  send  one  word 
to  comfort  hun  ?' 

She  wept  in  silence  for  some  moments ;  at  last  she  said, — 

'  It  would  not  comfort  him  to  think  me  disobedient.  He  will 
trust  me  without,  and  he  will  know  what  you  think.  You  are 
very  kind,  dear  Charlie ;  but  don't  persuade  me  any  more,  for  I 
oan't  bear  it.  I  am  going  away  now;  but  don't  fancv  I  am 
angiy,  only  I  don't  think  I  can  sit  by  while  you  wnte  that 
letter.' 

Poor  little  Amy,  she  seldom  knew  worse  pain  than  at  that 
moment,  when  she  was  obliged  to  go  away  to  put  it  out  of  her 
power  to  follow  the  promptings  of  her  heart  to  send  the  few  kind 
words  which  might  prove  that  nothing  could  shake  her  love  and 
trust. 

A  fresh  trial  awaited  her  when  she  looked  from  her  own  win- 
dow. She  saw  Deloraine  led  out,  his  chesnut  neck  glossy  in  the 
sun,  and  William  prepared  for  a  journey,  and  the  other  servants 
shaking  hands,  and  bidding  him  good  bye.  She  saw  him  ride  oS, 
and  could  hardly  help  flying  back  to  her  brother  to  exclaim, '  O 
Charlie,  they  have  sent  Ddoraine  away !'  while  the  longing  to 
send  one  kind  greeting  became  more  earnest  than  ever ;  but  she 
withstood  it,  and  throwing  herself  on  the  bed,  exclaimed, — ^  He 
will  never  come  back — ^never,  never!'  and  cave  way,  unre- 
strainedly, to  a  fit  of  weeping ;  nor  was  it  tiU  this  had  spent 
itself  that  she  could  collect  her  thoughts. 

She  was  sitting  on  the  side  of  her  bed  trying  to  oompose  her- 
self, when  Laura  came  in. 

p2 
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•  My  own  Amy — ^my  poor,  dearest, — I  am  very  sopiy !' 

•  Thank  yo\i,  dear  Laura,'  and  Amy  gladly  rested  her  aching 
head  on  her  shoulder. 

'  I  wish  I  knew  what  to  do  for  you  V  proceeded  Laura.  '  You 
cannot  cease  to  think  about  him,  and  yet  you  ought.* 

'  If  I  ought,  I  suppose  I  can,'^  said  Amy,  in  a  voice  exhausted 
with  crying. 

'  That's  right,  darling.  You  will  not  be  weak,  and  pine  for 
one  who  is  not  worthy.'  « 

'  Not  worthy,  Laura  P'  said  Amy,  withdrawing  her  arm,  and 
holding  up  her  head. 

'  Ah !  my  poor  Amy,  we  thought ' 

'  Yes ;  and  it  is  so  still.  I  know  it  is  so.  I  know  he  did  not 
do  it.' 

'  Then  what  do  you  think  of  Margaret  and  Philip  p' 

'  There  is  some  mistake.' 

'  And  how  can  you  defend  what  he  said  of  papa  P' 

'  I  don't,'  said  Amy,  hiding  her  face, '  that  is  the  worst ;  but  I 
am  sure  it  was  only  a  moment's  passion,  and  that  he  must  be 
very  unhappy  about  it  now.  I  don't  think  papa  would  mind  it, 
at  least  not  long,  if  it  was  not  for  this  other  dreadful  misappre- 
hension. 0,  Laura!  why  cannot  something  be  done  to  clear 
it  up?' 

'  Everything  will  be  done,'  said  Laura.  '  Papa  has  written  to 
Mr.  WeUwood,  and  Philip  means  to  go  and  make  inquiries  at 
Oxford  and  St.  Mildred's.' 

•When?'  asked  Amy. 

'  Not  till  term  begins.  You  know  he  is  to  have  a  fortnight's 
leave  before  the  regiment  goes  to  L^land.' 

•  Oh,  I  hope  it  will  come  right  then.  People  must  come  to  an 
understanding  when  they  meet ;  it  is  so  different  firom  writing.' 

•  He  wiU  do  everything  to  set  things  on  a  right  footing.  You 
may  be  confident  of  that,  Amy,  for  your  sake  as  much  as  any- 
thing else.' 

'  I  can't  think  why  he  should  know  I  have  anything  to  do 
with  it,'  said  Amy,  blushing.     '  I  had  much  rather  he  did  not.' 

'  Surely,  Amy,  you  think  he  can  be  trusted  with  your  secret ; 
and  there  is  no  one  who  can  take  more  care  for  you.  You  mwt 
look  on  him  as  one  of  ourselves.' 

Amy  made  no  answer,  and  Laura  was  annoyed. 

•  You  are  vexed  with  him  for  having  told  this  to  papa ;  but 
that  is  not  reasonable  of  you.  Amy ;  your  better  sense  must  tell 
you  that  it  is  the  only  truly  kind  course,  both  towards  Guy  and 
yourself.' 
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It  was  said  in  Philip's  maimer,  which  perhaps  made  it  harder 
to  hear ;  and  Amy  could  scarcely  answer, — 

'  He  means  it  for  the  hest.' 

'  You  would  not  have  had  him  be  silent  ?' 

'  I  don't  know/  said  Amy,  sadly.  '  No ;  he  should  have  done 
something,  but  he  might  have  done  it  more  kindly.' 

Laura  endeaYoured  to  persuade  her  that  nothing  could  have 
been  more  kind  and  judicious,  and  Amy  sat  dejectedly  owning  the 
good  intention,  and  soothed  by  the  i^QTection  of  her  family;  but 
with  the  bitter  suffering  of  her  heart  unallayed,  with  all  her  fond 
tend^  feelings  torn  at  the  thought  of  what  Guy  must  be  en- 
during, and  with  the  pain  of  knowing  it  was  her  father's  work. 
She  had  one  comfort,  in  the  certainty  that  Ghiy  would  bear  it 
nobly.  She  waa  happy  to  find  her  confidence  confirmed  by  her 
mother  and  Charles ;  and  one  thing  she  thought  she  need  not 
give  up,  though  she  might  no  longer  think  of  him  as  her  lover, 
she  might  be  his  Yerena  still,  whether  he  knew  it  or  not.  It 
could  not  be  wrong  to  remember  any  one  in  her  prayers,  and  to 
ask  that  he  might  not  be  led  into  temptation,  but  have  strength 
to  abide  patiently.  That  helped  her  to  feel  that  he  was  in  the 
hands  of  One  to  whom  the  secrets  of  all  hearts  are  known ;  and  a 
line  of  poetry  seemed  to  be  whispered  in  her  ears,  in  his  own 
sweet  tones, — 

Wait,  and  the  dowl  shall  roll  away. 

So,  after  the  first  day,  she  went  on  pretty  well.  She  was 
indeed  silent  and  grave,  and  no  longer  the  sunbeam  of  Hollywell ; 
but  she  took  her  share  in  what  was  passing,  and  a  common  observer 
would  hardly  have  remarked  the  submissive  melancholy  of  her 
manner.  Her  father  was  very  affectionate,  and  often  odled  her 
his  jewel  of  good  girls ;  but  he  was  too  much  afiraid  of  women's 
tears  to  talk  to  her  about  Ghiy,  he  left  that  to  her  mother :  and 
Mrs.  Edmonstone,  having  seen  her  submit  to  her  father's  will, 
was  unwilling  to  say  more. 

She  doubted  whether  it  was  judicious  to  encourage  her  in 
dwelling  on  Guy ;  for,  even  supposing  his  character  cl^red,  they 
had  offended  him  deeply,  and  rdeased  him  from  any  engagement 
to  her,  so  that  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  him  from  forming 
an  attachment  elsewhere.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  did  not  think  he 
would ;  but  it  was  better  to  say  nothing  about  him,  lest  she 
should  not  speak  prudently,  and  only  keep  up  the  subject  in 
Amy's  mind. 

Charles  stormed  and  wrangled,  told  Mr.  Edmonstone  '  he  was 
breaking  his  daughter's  heart,  that  was  all ;'  and  talked  of  un- 
fairness and  injustice,  till  Mr.  Edmonstone  vowed  it  was  beyond 
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all  bearing,  that  his  own  son  should  call  him  a  tyrant,  and  accused 
Ghiy  of  destroying  all  peace  in  his  family. 

The  replies  to  the  letters  came ;  some  thought  them  satisfactory, 
and  the  others  wondered  that  they  thought  so.  Mr.  Wellwood 
ffave  the  highest  character  of  his  pupil,  and  could  not  imagine 
how  any  irr^ularities  could  be  hud  to  his  charge ;  but  when  aSced 
in  plain  terms  how  he  disposed  of  his  time,  could  only  answer  in 
seneral,  that  he  had  friends  and  engagements  of  his  own  at  St. 
if  ildred's  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  had  been  several  times  at 
Mrs.  Henley's  and  at  Colonel  Harewood's.  The  latter  place, 
unfortunately,  was  the  yery  object  of  Philip's  suspicions ;  and 
thus  the  letter  was  anything  but  an  exculpation. 

Ghiy  wrote  to  Charles  in  the  fulness  of  his  heart,  expressing 
gratitude  for  his  confidence  and  sympathy.  He  again  be^ed  for 
tiie  supposed  evidence  of  his  misconduct,  declaring  he  could  ex- 
plain it,  whatever  it  might  be,  and  proceeded  to  utter  deep  r^rets 
for  his  hasty  expressions. 

*  I  do  not  know  what  I  may  have  said,'  he  wrote ;  *  I  have  no 
doubt  it  was  unpardonable,  for  I  am  sure  my  feelings  were  so,  and 
that  I  deserve  whatever  I  have  brought  on  myseu.  I  can  only 
submit  to  Mr.  Edmonstone's  sentence,  and  trust  that  time  will 
bring  to  his  knowledge  that  I  am  innocent  of  what  I  am  accused 
of.     He  has  every  right  to  be  displeased  with  me.' 

Charles  pronounced  this  to  be  only  Guy's  way  of  abusing  him- 
self;  but  his  father  saw  in  it  a  disguised  admission  of  guilt.  It 
was  thouffht,  also,  to  be  a  bad  sign  that  Guy  intended  to  remain 
at  South  Moor  till  the  end  of  the  vacation,  though  Charles  argued 
that  he  must  be  somewhere ;  and  if  they  wished  to  keep  him  out 
of  mischief,  why  exile  him  from  Hollywell?  He  woidd  hardly 
listen  to  his  mother's  representation,  that  on  Amy's  account  it 
would  not  be  right  to  have  him  there  till  the  mystery  was 
dearedup. 

He  tried  to  stir  his  father  up  to  go  and  see  Guy  at  St.  Mildred's, 
and  investigate  matters  for  himself;  but,  though  Mr.  Edmonstone 
would  have  liked  the  appearance  of  being  important,  this  failed, 
because  Philip  declared  it  to  be  unadvisable,  knowing  that  it 
would  be  no  investigation  at  aU,  and  that  his  uncle  would  be 
talked  over  directly.  Next,  Charles  would  have  persuaded  Philip 
himself  to  go,  but  the  arrangements  about  his  leave  did  not  make 
this  convenient ;  and  it  was  put  off  till  he  should  pay  his  farewell 
visit  to  his  sister,  in  October.  Lastly,  Charles  wrote  to  Mrs. 
Henley,  entreating  her  to  give  him  some  information  about  this 
mysterious  evidence  which  was  wanting ;  but  her  reply  was  a 
complete  '  set  down'  for  interference  in  a  matter  with  which  he 
had  no  concern. 
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He  was  very  angry.  In  fact,  the  post  seldom  came  in  without 
occasioning  a  iresh  ^spute,  which  only  had  the  effect  of  keeping 
up  the  heat  of  Mr.  Edmonstone's  displeasure,  and  making  the 
whole  house  uncomfortable. 

FretfiJness  and  ill-humour  seemed  to  have  taken  possession  of 
Charles  and  his  father.  Such  a  state  of  things  had  not  prevailed 
since  Guy's  arrival ;  Hollywell  was  hardly  lO^e  the  same  house ; 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  and  Laura  could  do  nothing  without  being 
grumbled  at  or  scolded  by  one  or  other  of  the  gentlemen ;  even 
Amy  now  and  then  came  in  for  a  little  petulance  on  her  father's 
part,  and  Charles  could  not  always  forgive  her  for  saying,  in  her 
mournful,  submissive  tone, — ^  It  is  of  no  use  to  talk  about  it.' 


CHAPTER  XVm. 

Th]»  jiigt  decree  alone  I  know, 
Man  must  be  disciplined  by  woe. 
To  me,  whate'er  otf^ood  or  ill 
The  future  brings,  smoe  oome  it  will, 
I'll  bow  my  spirit,  and  be  stilL 

iEscHTLUS,  (AntHce*$  TramlcOum.) 

GUT,  in  the  meantime,  was  enduring  the  storm  in  loneliness^ 
for  he  was  unwilling  to  explain  the  cause  of  his  trouble  to  his 
companions.  The  only  occasion  of  the  suspicions,  which  he  could 
think  of,  was  his  request  for  the  sum  of  money ;  and  this  he  could 
not  mention  to  Mr.  Wellwood,  nor  was  he  inclined  to  make  confi- 
dants of  his  other  companions,  though  pleasant,  right-minded 
youths. 

He  had  only  announced  that  he  had  had  a  letter  which  had 
grieved  him  considerably,  but  of  which  he  could  not  mention  the 
contents;  and  as  Harry  Qraham,  who  knew  something  of  the 
Broadstone  neighbourhood,  had  picked  up  a  report  that  Sir  Guy 
Morville  was  to  many  Lady  £  veteen  de  Courcy,  there  was  an  idea 
among  the  par^  that  there  was  some  trouble  in  the  way  of  his 
attac^ent.  Me  had  once  before  been  made,  by  some  joke^  to 
colour  and  look  conscious ;  and  now  this  protected  him  from  in- 
convenient questions,  and  accounted  for  his  depression.  He  was 
like  what  he  had  been  on  first  coming  to  Hollywell — grave  and 
silent,  fidling  into  reveries  when  others  were  talking,  and  mudi 
given  to  long,  lonely  wanderings.  Accustomed  as  he  had  been'' 
in  boyhood  to  a  solil»ry  life  in  dutiful  scenery,  there  was  'some- 
thing in  a  fine  landscape  that  was  to  him  like  a  friend  and  com- 
panion ;  and  he  sometimes  felt  that  it  would  have  been  worse  if 
he  had  been  in  a  dull,  uniform  country,  instead  of  among  moun- 
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tain  peaks  and  broad  wooded  TaUeys.  Woridngliard,  too,  helped 
bim  not  a  little,  and  conic  sections  served  him  almost  as  well  as 
they  served  Laura. 

A  more  real  help  was  the  neighbourhood  of  Siylehurst.  On 
the  first  Sunday  after  receiving  Mr.  Edmonstone's  letter,  he 
went  to  church  there,  instead  of  with  the  others,  to  St.  Mildred's. 
They  thought  it  was  for  the  sake  of  the  solitary  walk ;  but  he 
had  other  reasons  for  the  preference.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  a 
Communion  Sunday,  and  in  the  next,  he  could  feel  more  kindly 
towards  Philip  there,  and  he  knew  he  needed  aU  that  could 
strengthen  such  a  disposition. 

Msmy  a  question  did  he  ask  himself^  to  certify  whether  he 
wilfuUy  entertained  malice,  or  hatred,  or  any  uncharitableness. 
It  was  a  long,  difficult  examination ;  but  at  its  close,  he  felt  con- 
vinced that,  if  such  passions  knocked  at  the  door  of  his  heart,  it 
was  not  at  his  own  summons,  and  that  he  drove  them  away  with- 
out listening  to  them.  And  surely  he  might  approach  to  gain 
the  best  aid  in  that  battle,  especially  as  he  was  certain  of  his 
strong  and  deep  repentance  for  his  fit  of  passion,  and  longing 
earnestly  for  the  pledge  of  forgiveness. 

The  pardon  and  peace  he  sought  came  to  him,  and  in  such 
sort  that  the  comfort  of  that  day,  when  fresh  finom  the  first 
shock,  and  waiting  in  suroense  for  some  new  blow,  was  such  as 
never  to  be  forgotten.  They  linked  themselves  with  the  grave 
shade  of  the  clustered  grey  columns,  and  the  angel  heads  on  the 
roof  of  that  old  church ;  with  the  long  grass  and  tall  yellow 
mullens  among  its  churchyard  graves,  and  with  the  tints  of  the 
elm-trees  that  closed  it  in,  their  leaves  in  masses  either  of  green 
or  yellow,  and  opening  here  and  there  to  show  the  purple  hills 
beyond. 

He  wandered  in  the  churchyard  between  the  services.  All 
enmity  to  Philip  was  absent  now ;  and  he  felt  as  if  it  would 
hardly  return  when  he  stood  by  the  graves  of  the  Archdeacon 
and  of  the  two  Frances  Morvilles,  and  thought  what  that  spot 
was  to  his  cousin.  There  were  a  few  flowers  planted  round  Mrs. 
MorviUe's  grave,  but  they  showed  that  they  had  long  been 
neglected,  and  no  such  signs  of  care  marked  her  daughter  Fanny's. 
And  when  Quy  fiuiiher  thought  of  Mrs.  Henley,  and  recollected 
how  PhiHp  had  sacrificed  aU  his  cherished  prospects  and  hopes 
of  distinction,  and  embraced  an  irksome  profession,  for  the  sake 
\)f  these  two  sisters,  he  did  not  find  it  difficult  to  excuse  the 
sternness,  severity,  imd  distrust  which  were  an  evidence  how 
acutely  a  warm  heart  had  suffered. 

Though  he  suffered  cruelly  from  being  cut  off  from  Amy,  yet 
his  reverence  for  her  helped  him  to  submit.    He  had  always  felt 
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as  if  she  was  too  far  above  him ;  and  though  he  had,  beyond  his 
hopes,  been  allowed  to  aspire  to  the  thought  of  her,  it  was  on 
trial,  and  his  failure,  his  return  to  his  old  evil  passions,  had  sunk 
him  beneath  her.  He  shuddered  to  think  of  her  being  united  to 
anything  so  unlike  herself,  and  which  might  cause  her  so  much 
misery ;  it  was  wretchedness  to  think  that  even  now  she  might 
be  suffering  for  him ;  and  yet  not  for  worlds  would  he  have  lost 
the  belief  that  she  was  so  feeling,  or  the  remembrance  of  the 
looks  which  had  shone  on  him  so  sweetly  and  timidly  as  she  sat 
at  her  mother's  feet ;  though  that  remembrance  was  only  another 
form  of  misery.  But  Amy  would  be  tranquil,  pure  and  good, 
whatever  became  of  him,  and  he  should  always  be  able  to  think 
of  her,  looking  like  one  of  those  peaceful  spirits,  with  bending 
head,  folded  hands,  and  a  star  on  its  brow,  in  the  Faradiio  of 
Flaxman.  Her  serenity  would  be  untouched ;  and  though  she 
might  be  lost  to  him,  he  could  still  be  content  while  he  could 
look  up  at  it  through  his  turbid  life.  Better  she  were  lost  to 
him  than  that  her  peace  should  be  injured. 

He  still,  of  course,  earnestly  longed  to  prove  his  innocence, 
though  his  hopes  lessened ;  for  as  long  as  the  evidence  was  with- 
held, he  had  no  chance.  After  writing  as  strondy  as  he  could, 
he  could  do  no  more,  except  watch  for  somethmg  that  might 
unravel  the  mystery ;  and  Charles's  warm  sympathy  and  readiness 
to  assist  him  were  a  great  comfort. 

He  had  not  seen  his  uncle  again;  perhaps  Sebastian  was 
ashamed  to  meet  him  after  their  last  encounter,  and  was  still 
absent  on  his  engagement ;  but  the  wife  and  child  were  still  at 
St.  Mildred's,  and  one  aftmioon,  when  Guy  had  rather  unwil- 
lingly gone  thither  with  Mr.  Wellwood,  he  saw  Mrs.  Dixon 
sitting  on  one  of  the  benches  which  were  placed  on  the  paths 
cut  out  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  looking  very  smart  and  smiling, 
among  several  persons  of  her  own  class. 

To.be  ashamed  to  recognise  her  was  a  weakness  beneath  him ; 
he  spoke  to  her,  and  was  leaving  her,  pluming  herself  on  his 
notice,  when  he  saw  little  Marianne's  blue  eyes  fixed  wistfully 
upon  him,  and  held  out  his  hand  to  her.  She  ran  up  to  him 
jovfully,  and  he  led  her  a  few  steps  firom  her  mother's  party. 
*  Well,  little  one,  how  are  you  ?  I  have  your  piece  of  spar  quite 
safe.    Have  you  said  how  d'ye  do  to  Bustle  ?' 

^Bustle!  Bustle!'  called  the  soft  voice;  but  it  needed  a 
whistle  from  his  master  to  bring  him  to  be  caressed  by  the  little 
girl. 

'  Have  you  been  taking  any  more  pleasant  walks  ?' 

*  Oh  yes.  We  have  l^n  all  round  these  pretlrjr  paths.  And 
I  should  like  to  get  to  the  top  of  this  great  high  hill,  and  see  all 
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round ;  but  mamma  says  she  lias  got  a  bone  in  her  leg,  and 
cannot  go.' 

^  Do  yon  think  mamma  wonld  give  you  leave  to  go  up  with 
me  P    Should  you  like  it  ?' 

She  coloured  all  over ;  too  happy  even  to  thank  hun. 

*  Then,'  said  Guy  to  his  tutor,  *  I  will  meet  you  here  when 
you  have  done  your  business  in  the  town,  in  an  hour  or  so. 
Poor  little  thing,  she  has  not  many  pleasures.' 

Mrs.  Dixon  made  no  difficulty,  and  was  so  profuse  in  thanks 
that  Ghiy  got  out  of  her  way  as  fast  as  he  oould,  and  was  soon 
on  the  soft  thymy  grass  of  the  hill  side,  the  little  girl  firisking 
about  him  in  great  delight,  playing  with  Bustle,  and  chattering 
merrily. 

Little  Marianne  was  a  delicate  child,  and  her  frolics  did  not 
last  long.  As  the  ascent  became  steeper,  her  breath  grew  shorter, 
and  she  toiled  on  in  a  resolute  imcomplaining  manner  after  hia 
long,  vigorous  steps,  till  he  looked  round,  and  seeing  her  panting 
far  behmd,  turned  to  help  her,  lead  her,  and  carry  her,  till  the 
top  was  achieved,  and  the  little  girl  stood  on  the  topmost  stone, 
gazing  round  at  the  broad  sunny  landscape,  with  the  sofb  green 
meadows,  the  harvest  fields,  the  woods  in  their  goigeous  autumn 
raiment,  and  the  moorland  on  the  other  side,  with  its  other  peaks 
and  cairns,  brown  with  withered  bracken,  and  shadowed  in  moving 
patches  by  the  floating  clouds.  The  exhilarating  wind  brought 
a  colour  into  her  pale  cheeks,  and  her  flossy  curls  were  blowing 
over  her  face. 

He  watched  her  in  silence,  pleased  and  curious  to  observe  how 
so  beautiful  a  scene  struck  the  childish  eye  of  the  little  Londoner. 
The  first  thing  she  said,  afber  three  or  four  minutes'  contem- 
plation— a  long  time  for  such  a  child-r-was,  '  Oh !  I  never  saw 
anything  so  pretty !'  then  presently  afber,  ^  Oh,  I  wish  little 
brother  Felix  was  here !' 

'  This  is  a  pleasant  place  to  think  about  your  little  brother,' 
said  Quy,  kindly ;  and  she  looked  up  in  his  face,  and  exclaimed, 
*  Oh !  do  you  know  about  Felix  ?' 

'  You  shall  tell  me,'  said  Quy. .  '  Here,  sit  on  my  knee,  and 
rest  after  your  scramble.' 

'  Mamma  never  lets  me  talk  of  Felix,  because  it  makes  her 
cry,'  said  Marianne ;  '  but  I  wish  it  sometimes.' 

Her  little  heart  was  soon  open.  It  appeared  that  Felix  was 
the  last  who  had  died,  the  nearest  in  age  to  Marianne,  and  her 
favourite  playfellow.  She  told  of  some  of  their  sports  in  their 
London  home,  speaking  of  them  with  eagerness  and  fondness 
that  showed  what  joys  they  had  been,  thou^  to  Quy  they  seemed 
but  the  very  proof  of  dreariness  and  din^ess.    She  talked  of 
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walks  to  school,  when  Felix  would  tell  what  he  would  do  when 
he  was  a  man,  and  how  he  took  care  of  her  at  the  crossings,  and 
how  rode  boys  used  to  dnve  them,  and  how  thej  would  look  in 
at  the  shop  windows  and  settle  what  thej  would  buy  if  they 
were  rich.  Then  she  talked  of  his  being  ill — ^ill  so  very  long, 
how  he  sat  in  his  litile  chair,  and  could  not  play,  and  then  always 
lay  in  bed,  and  she  liked  to  sit  by  him  there ;  but  at  last  he  di^ 
and  they  carried  him  away  in  a  great  black  coffin,  and  he  would 
never  come  back  again.  But  it  was  so  dull  now,  there  was  no 
one  to  play  with  her. 

Though  the  little  girl  did  not  cry,  she  looked  very  moumfiily 
and  Ghiy  tried  to  ooxufort  her,  but  she  did  not  understand  him. 
'  Going  to  heaven'  only  conveyed  to  her  a  notion  of  death  and 
separation ;  and  this  phrase,  tc^ther  with  a  vague  idea  who  had 
made  her,  and  that  she  ought  to  be  good,  seemed  to  be  the  extent 
of  the  poor  child's  religious  knowledge.  She  hardly  ever  had 
been  at  church;  and  though  she  had  read  one  or  two  Bible 
stories,  it  seemed  to  have  been  from  their  having  been  used  as 
lessons  at  school.  She  had  a  dim  notion  that  good  people  read 
the  Bible,  and  there  was  one  on  the  little  table  at  home,  with 
the  shell- turkey*eock  standing  upon  it,  and  nuumna  read  it  when 
Felix  died;  but  it  was  a  big  book,  and  the  sheU-turkey-cock 
always  stood  upon  it ;  in  short,  it  seemed  only  connected  with 
mamma's  tears,  and  the  loss  of  her  brother. 

Guy  was  very  much  shocked,  and  so  deep  in  thought  that  he 
could  hardly  talk  to  the  child  in  their  progress  down  the  hill ; 
but  she  was  just  so  tired  as  to  be  inclined  to  silence,  and  quite 
happy  clinging  to  his  hand,  till  he  delivered  her  over  to  her 
mother  at  the  foot  of  the  hiu,  and  went  to  join  his  tutor,  at  the 
place  appointed. 

<  Wellwood,'  said  he,  breaking  silence,  when  they  had  walked 
about  half  way  back  to  the  farm,  ^do  you  think  your  cousin 
would  do  me  a  great  kindness  P  You  saw  that  child  ?  Well,  if 
the  parents  consent,  it  would  be  the  greatest  charity  on  earth 
if  Miss  Wellwood  would  receive  her  into  her  school.' 

'On  what  terms?  What  sort  of  an  education  is  she  to 
have  ?' 

*  The  chief  thing  she  wants  is  to  be  taught  Christianity,  poor 
child;  the  rest  Miss  Wellwood  may  settle.  She  is  my  first 
cousin.  I  don't  know  whether  you  are  acquainted  with  our 
family  history?'  and  he  went  on  to  explain  as  much  as  was 
needftd.  It  ended  in  a  resolution  that  if  Miss  Wellwood  would 
undertake  the  charge,  the  proposal  should  be  made  to  Mrs. 
Dixon. 

It  was  a  way  of  assisting  his  relations  likely  to  do  real  good. 
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and  on  the  other  hand,  he  would  be  able,  tinder  colour  of  the 
payment  for  the  child,  to  further  Miss  Wellwood's  schemes,  and 
give  her  the  interest  of  the  thousand  pounds,  until  his  five  and 
twentieth  year  might  put  his  property  m  his  own  power. 

Miss  Wellwood  readily  consented,  much  pleased  with  the 
simplicity  and  absence  of  false  shame  he  showed  in  the  whole 
transaction,  and  very  anxious  for  the  good  of  a  child  in  a  class  so 
difficult  to  reach.  He  next  went  to  Mrs.  Dixon,  expecting 
more  difficulty  with  her,  but  he  found  none.  She  thought  it 
better  Marianne  should  live  at  St.  Mildred's  than  die  in  London, 
and  was  rea^  to  catch  at  the  prospect  of  her  being  fitted  for  a 
governess.  Indeed,  she  was  so  strongly  persuaded  that  the  rich 
cousin  might  make  Marianne's  fortune,  that  she  would  have  been 
venr  unwilhng  to  interfere  with  the  fancy  he  had  taken  for  her. 

Little  Mananne  was  divided  between  fear  of  leaving  mamma 
and  liking  for  St.  Mildred's,  but  her  first  interview  with  Miss 
Wellwood,  and  Miss  Jane's  showing  her  a  little  white  bed,  quite 
turned  the  scale  in  their  ficivour.  Before  the  time  came  for  Ghiy's 
return  to  Oxford,  hie  had  seen  her  settled,  heard  her  own  account 
of  her  happy  life,  and  had  listened  to  Miss  Jane  Wellwood's 
delight  in  her  sweet  temper  and  good  disposition. 

Those  thousand  pounds;  Guy  considered  again  and  again 
whether  he  could  explain  their  destination,  and  whether  this 
would  clear  him.  It  seemed  to  him  only  a  minor  charge,  and 
besides  his  repugnance  to  mention  such  a  design,  he  saw  too 
many  obstacles  in  his  way.  Captain  Morville  and  his  sister  were 
the  veiy  persons  firom  whom  Imss  Wellwood's  project  was  to  be 
kept  secret.  Besides,  what  would  be  gained  P  It  was  evident 
that  Guy's  own  assertions  were  doubted,  and  he  could  bring  no 
confirmation  of  them ;  he  had  never  spoken  of  his  intention  to 
his  tutor,  and  Mr.  Wellwood  could,  therefore,  say  nothing  in  his 
favour.  If  Mr.  Edmonstone  alone  had  been  concerned,  or  if  this 
had  been  the  only  accusation,  Guy  might  have  tried  to  explain 
it ;  but  with  Philip  he  knew  it  would  be  useless,  and  therefore 
would  not  enter  on  the  subject.     He  could  only  wait  patiently. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Moet  delicately,  hour  by  hour. 

He  csnvMsed  hniDAn  mysterieB, 

And  stood  aloof  from  other  mindi. 

Himaelf  unto  himself  he  sold. 

Upon  himself,  himself  did  feed. 

Quiet,  dispassionate,  and  oold. 

With  chiseQed  features  dear  and  sleek.— TiNNTBOir. 

GUY  had  been  about  a  week  at  Oxford,  when  one  evening,  as 
he  was  sitting  alone  in  his  rooms,  he  received  an  unexpected 
visit  from  Captain  Morville.  He  was  glad,  for  he  thought  a 
personal  interview  would  remove  all  misconstructions,  and  held 
out  his  hand  cordially,  sayiug : — 

*  You  here,  Philip !    When  did  you  come  ?' 

'  Half  an  hour  ago.  I  am  on  my  way  to  spend  a  week  with 
the  Thomdales.     I  go  on  to-morrow  to  my  sister's.' 

While  speaking,  Philip  was  surveying  the  apartment,  for  he 
held  that  a  man's  room  is  generally  an  indication  of  his  disposi- 
tion, and  assuredly  there  was  a  great  deal  of  character  in  his 
own,  with  the  scrupulous  neatness  and  fastidious  taste  of  its 
arrangements.  Here,  he  thought,  he  could  not  fail  to  see  traces 
of  his  cousin's  habits,  but  he  was  obliged  to  confess  to  himself 
that  there  was  very  little  to  guide  him.  The  furniture  was 
strictly  as  its  former  occupant  had  left  it,  only  rather  the  worse 
for  wear,  and  far  from  being  in  order.  The  chairs  were  so  heaped 
with  books  and  papers,  that  Ghiy  had  to  make  a  clearance  of  one 
before  his  visitor  could  sit  down ;  but  there  was  nothing  else  to 
complain  of,  not  even  a  trace  of  cigars ;  but  knowing  lum  to  be 
a  gpreat  reader  and  lover  of  accomplishments,  PhiHp  wondered 
that  the  only  decorations  were  Laura's  drawing  of  Sintram,  and 
a  little  print  of  Bedclyffe,  and  the  books  were  chiefly  such  as 
were  wanted  for  his  studies ;  the  few  others  having  for  the  most 
part  the  air  of  old  library  books,  as  if  he  had  sent  for  them  from 
Bedclyffe.  Was  this  another  proof  that  he  had  some  way  of 
fiittezing  away  his  money  with  nothing  to  show  for  it?  A 
Sophocles  and  a  lexicon  were  open  before  him  on  the  table,  and 
a  Dlotting-book,  which  he  closed,  but  not  before  Philip  had 
caught  sight  of  what  looked  like  verses. 

Neither  did  his  countenance  answer  Philip's  expectations.  It 
had  not  his  usual  bright  lively  expression ;  there  was  a  sadness 
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which  made  his  smile  like  a  gleam  on  a  showery  day,  instead  of 
constant  sunshine;  hut  there  was  neither  embarrassment  nor 
defiance,  and  the  gleamlike  smile  was  there,  as  with  a  frank,  con- 
fiding tone,  he  said, — 

^  Tins  is  very  kind  of  you,  to  come  and  see  what  you  can  do 
for  me.' 

Philip  was  by  no  means  prepared  to  be  thus  met  hal^ay,  but 
he  thought  Guy  wanted  to  secure  him  as  an  intercessor,  and  har- 
dened himself  into  righteous  severity. 

'  No  one  can  be  more  willing  to  help  you  than  I,  but  you 
must,  in  the  first  place,  help  yourself.' 

Instantly  the  sedate  measured  tone  made  Chiy's  heart  and 
head  throb  with  impatience,  awakening  all  the  former  memories 
80  hardly  battled  down ;  but  with  the  impulse  of  anger  came 
the  thought,  ^  Here  it  is  again !  If  I  don't  keep  it  down  now, 
I  am  undone!  The  enemy  will  seize  me  affain!'  He  forced 
himself  not  to  interrupt,  while  Philip  went  cimnly  on. 

*  While  you  are  not  open,  nothing  can  be  done.' 

*  My  oidy  wish,  my  only  desire,  is  to  be  open,'  said  Guy, 
speaking  fast  and  low,  and  repressing  the  feehng,  which,  never- 
theless, affected  his  voice;  '  but  the  opportunity  of  explanation 
has  never  been  given  me.' 

'  You  need  complain  of  that  no  longer.  I  am  here  to  convey 
to  my  uncle  any  explanation  you  may  wish  to  address  to  him. 
I  will  do  my  best  to  induce  him  to  attend  to  it  favoiiiably,  but 
he  is  deeply  offended  and  hurt  by  what  has  passed.' 

'  I  know — ^I  know,'  said  Guy,  colouring  deeply,  and  all  irrita^ 
tion  disappearing  from  voice  and  manner;  ^I  Imow  there  is  no 
excuse  for  me.  I  can  only  repeat  that  I  am  heartily  sorry  for 
whatever  I  may  have  said,  either  of  him  or  of  you.' 

'  Of  course,'  returned  Philip, '  I  should  never  think  of  resent* 
ing  what  you  may  have  said  in  a  moment  of  irritation,  especially 
as  you  express  regret  for  it.  Consider  it  as  entirely  overlooked 
on  my  part.' 

Guy  was  nearly  choked  in  uttering  a  '  Thank  you,'  which  did 
not  sound,  after  all,  much  like  acceptance  of  forgiveness. 

'  Now  to  the  real  matter  at  issue,'  said  Philip :  '  the  applica* 
tion  for  the  money,  which  so  amazed  Mr.  Edmonstone.' 

'  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  the  point,'  said  Guy;  '  I  wanted  it  for 
a  scheme  of  my  own :  he  did  not  think  fit  to  let  me  have  it,  so 
there  is  an  end  of  the  matter.' 

'  Mr.  Edmonstone  does  not  think  so.  He  wishes  to  be  con* 
vinced  that  you  have  not  spent  it  beforehand.' 

'  What  woidd  you  have  beyond  my  word  and  honour  that  I 
have  not  ?'  exclaimed  Guy. 
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*  Far  be  it  from  me  to  eaj  that  he  doubts  it/  said  Philip;  and 
as  at  those  wojds  the  flash  of  the  Morville  eye  darted  lightning, 
he  expected  that  the  next  moment,  *  Do  you  ?'  would  be  thun- 
dered forth,  and  he  could  not,  with  truth,  answer  ^  No  ;*  but  it 
was  one  of  his  maxims  that  a  man  need  never  be  forced  into  an 
open  quarrel,  and  he  tranquilly  continued — *■  but  it  is  better  not 
to  depend  entirely  on  assertion.  Why  do  you  not  bring  him 
full  proofs  of  your  good  intention,  and  thus  restore  yourself  to 
his  confidence?' 

'  I  have  said  that  I  am  bound  not  to  mention  the  purpose.' 

*  Unfortunate !'  said  Philip ;  then,  while  Guy  bit  his  Up  till  it 
bled,  the  pain  really  a  relief,  by  giving  some  vent  to  his  anger 
at  the  implied  doubt,  he  went  on, — '  If  it  is  impossible  to  clear 
this  up,  the  next  advice  I  would  give  is,  that  you  should  show 
what  your  expenditure  has  been ;  lay  your  accounts  before  him, 
and  let  them  justify  you.' 

Most  people  would  have  resented  this  as  an  impertinent  pro* 
posal,  were  it  only  that  doing  so  would  have  served  to  conceal 
the  awkward  fact  that  the  accounts  had  not  been  kept  at  all. 
Guy  had  never  been  taught  to  regard  exactness  in  this  respect 
as  a  duty,  had  no  natural  taste  for  precision,  and  did  not  feel 
responsible  to  any  person ;  nor,  if  he  had  kept  any,  could  he 
have  shown  them,  without  exposing  his  uncle.  To  refuse,  would, 
however,  be  a  subterfuge,  and  after  a  moment,  he  made  an  effort, 
and  confessed  he  had  none  to  show;  though  he  knew  Philip 
would  despise  him  for  it  as  a  fool,  and  probably  take  it  as  posi- 
tive evidence  against  him. 

It  would  have  been  more  bearable  if  Philip  would  but  have 
said  '  How  foolish,'  instead  of  drily  repeating  '  Unfortunate !' 

Afber  a  pause,  during  which  Guy  was  not  sufficiently  master 
of  himself  to  speak,  Philip  added — '  Then  this  matter  of  the 
thousand  pounds  is  to  be  passed  over  ?  Tou  have  no  explanation 
to  offer?' 

*  No :'  and  again  he  paused.  *  When  my  word  is  not  accepted, 
I  have  no  more  to  say.  But  this  is  not  the  point.  What  I 
would  know  is,  what  are  the  calumnies  that  accuse  me  of  having 
gamed  ?  If  you  really  wish  to  do  me  a  service,  you  will  give 
me  an  opportunity  of  answering  these  precious  proofs.' 

'I  will,'  answered  Philip;  who  could  venture  on  doing  so 
himself,  though,  for  his  sister's  sake,  it  was  unsafe  to  trust  Mr. 
Edmonstone,  with  whom  what  was  not  an  absolute  secret  was 
not  a  secret  at  all.  'My  uncle  knows  that  a  thirty  pound 
cheque  of  his,  in  your  name,  was  paid  by  you  to  a  notorious 
gamester.' 

Guy  did  not  shrink,  as  he  simply  answered—-'  It  is  true.' 
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*  Yet  jou  have  neither  plajed,  nor  hetted,  nor  done  anything 
that  coidd  came  under  the  definition  of  gambling  ?' 

'No.' 

*  Then  why  this  payment  ? 

'  I  cannot  explain  that.  I  know  appearances  are  against  me,' 
replied  Guy,  steadily,  and  with  less  irritation  thim  he  had 
hitherto  shown.  '  I  Once  thought  my  simple  word  would  have 
sufficed ;  but  since  it  seems  that  will  not  do,  I  will  not  again 
make  what  you  call  assertions.' 

'  In  fact,  while  you  profess  a  desire  to  be  open  and  sincere,  a 
mystery  appears  at  every  turn.     What  would  you  have  us  do?' 

'  As  jovL  think  fit,'  he  answered,  proudly. 

Phihp  had  been  used  to  feel  men's  wills  and  characters  bend 
and  give  way  beneath  his  superior  force  of  mind.  They  miffht, 
like  Charles,  chafe  and  rage,  but  his  calmness  always  gave  him 
the  ascendant  almost  without  exertion,  and  few  people  had  ever 
come  into  contact  with  him  without  a  certain  submission  of 
will  or  opinion.  With  Guy  alone  it  was  not  so;  he  had  been 
sensible  of  it  once  or  twice  before;  he  had  no  mastery,  and  could 
no  more  bend  that  spirit  than  a  bar  of  steel.  This  he  could  not 
bear,  for  it  obliged  him  to  be  continually  making  efforts  to  pre- 
serve his  own  sense  of  superiority. 

*  Since  this  is  your  ultimatum,'  he  said — *  since  you  deny  your 
confidence,  and  refuse  any  reply  to  these  charges,  you  have  no 
right  to  complain  of  suspicion.  I  shall  do  my  best,  both  as  your 
true  friend,  and  as  acting  with  your  guardi^'s  authority,  to  dis- 
cover all  that  may  lead  to  the  elucidation  of  the  mystery.  In 
the  first  place,  I  am  desired  to  make  every  inqjuiiy  here  as  to 
your  conduct  and  expenditure.  I  hope  they  will  prove  satis- 
factory.' 

'*I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you,'  answered  Guy,  his  voice 
stem  and  dignified ;  and  the  smile  that  curled  his  lip  was  like 
Philip's  own. 

Plulip  was  positively  annoyed,  and  desirous  to  say  something 
to  put  him  down,  but  he  had  not  committed  himself  by  any 
vehemence,  and  Philip  was  too  cool  and  wise  to  compromise  his 
own  dignity;  so  he  rose  to  go,  saying, '  GK)od  night !  I  am  sorry 
I  cannot  induce  you  to  act  in  the  only  way  that  can  right  you.' 

'  Good  night !'  replied  Guy,  in  the  same  dignified  manner  in 
which  he  had  spoken  ever  since  his  passion  had  been  surmoimted. 

They  parted,  each  feeling  that  matters  were  just  where  they 
were  before.  Philip  went  back  to  his  inn,  moralizing  on  the 
pride  and  perverseness  which  made  it  impossible  to  make  any 
impression  on  a  Bedclyffe  Morville,  whom  not  even  the  fear  of 
detection  could  lead  to  submission. 
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Next  morning,  wbile  Philip  was  liastiljr  breakfasting,  the  door 
opened,  and  Guy  entered,  pale  and  disturbed,  as  if  he  had  been 
awake  all  night. 

'  Philip !'  said  he,  in  his  frank,  natural  voice,  '  I  don't  think 
we  parted  last  night  as  your  good  intentions  deserved/ 

'O,  ho!'  thought  Philip;  'the  fear  of  an  investigation  has 
brought  him  to  reason ;'  and  he  said, '  Well,  I  am  very  glad  you 
see  things  in  a  truer  light  this  morning ;'  then  asked  if  he^had 
breakfasted.    He  had ;  and  his  cousin  added, 

'  Have  you  anything  to  say  on  the  matter  we  discussed  last 
night?' 

'  No.  I  can  only  repeat  that  I  am  not  guilty,  and  wait  for 
time  to  show  my  innocence.  I  only  came  to  see  you  once  more, 
that  I  might  feel  that  we  parted  friends.' 

'  I  shall  always  hope  to  be  a  true  friend.' 

'  I  did  not  come  here  for  altercation,'  said  Guy  (an  answer 
rather  to  the  spirit  than  the  words), '  so  I  will  say  no  more.  If  you 
wish  to  see  me  again,  you  will  find  me  in  my  rooms.    Good  bye.' 

Philip  was  piizzled.  He  wondered  whether  Gny  had  come 
wishing  to  propitiate  him,  but  had  found  pride  indomitable  at 
the  last  moment ;  or  whether  he  had  been  showing  himself  toa 
severely  just  to  admit  entreaty.  He  would  be  able  to  judger 
better  after  he  had  made  his  mquiries,  and  he  proceeded  with 
them  at  once.  He  met  with  no  such  replies  as  he  expected. 
Every  one  spoke  of  Sir  Guy  Morville  in  high  terms,  as  strict  in 
his  habits  of  application,  and  irreproachable  in  conduct.  He  was 
generally  liked,  and  some  regret  was  expressed  that  he  lived  in 
so  secluded  a  manner,  forming  so  few  intimacies;  but  no  one 
seemed  to  think  it  possible  that  anything  wrong  could  be  im* 
puted  to  him.  Phihp  could  even  perceive  that  there  was  some 
surprise  that  such  inquiries  should  be  made  at  all,  especially  by 
so  young  a  man  as  himself.  Mr.  Wellwood,  the  person  whom  he 
most  wished  to  see,  was  not  at  Oxford,  but  was  at  home  prepar- 
ing for  his  ordination. 

Nor  could  Philip  get  nearer  to  the  solution  of  the  mysterr 
when  he  went  to  the  tradesmen,  who  were  evidently  as  much 
surprised  as  the  tutors,  and  said  he  always  paid  in  ready  money. 
Captain  Morville  felt  like  a  lawyer  whose  case  is  breaking  down, 
no  discoveries  made,  nothing  done ;  but  he  was  not  one  whit  con* 
vinced  of  his  cousin's  innocence,  thinking  the  college  authorities 
blind  and  careless,  and  the  tradesmen  combined  to  conceal  their 
extortions,  or  else  that  the  mischief  had  been  done  at  St.  Mildred's. 
He  was  particularly  provoked  when  he  remembered  Guy's  invita-' 
tion  to  him  to  come  to  his  rooms,  knowing,  as  he  must  have  done, 
what  would  be  the  result  of  the  inquiry. 
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Philip  was  conseioiis  that  it  would  have  been  kind  to  have  gone 
to  wj  that,  80  far,  he  had  found  nothing  amuw,  bat  he  did  not 
like  guying  Onij  this  passing  triumph.  It  made  no  diffeienoe  in. 
bis  real  opinion ;  and  why  renew  a  useless  discussion  ?  He  per- 
suaded himself  that  he  had  left  himsdif  no  time,  and  should  miss 
the  train,  and  hastened  off  to  the  station,  where  he  had  to  wait  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  consoling  himself  with  reflecting — 

*  After  all,  though  I  mi^t  have  gone  to  him,  it  would  have 
been  useless.  He  is  obstinate,  and  occasions  of  irritating  his  un* 
fortunate  temper  are  aboye  all  to  be  avoided.' 

One  short  year  after,  what  would  not  Philip  have  given  for 
that  quarter  of  an  hour  I 

Bj  six  o'clock  he  was  at  St.  Mildred's,  greeted  with  delight 
by  his  sister,  and  with  cordiality  by  Dr.  Henley.  They  were 
both  proud  of  him,  and  every  tender  feeliiig  his  sister  had,  was 
for  Philip,  her  pet,  and  her  pupil  in  his  childhood,  and  her  most 
valued  companion  and  counsellor  through  her  early  womanhood. 

She  had  a  picked  dinner-party  to  meet  him,  for  she  knew  the 
doctor's  conversation  was  not  exactly  the  thing  to  entertain  him 
through  a  whole  evening,  and  the  guests  might  well  think  they 
had  never  seen  a  handsomer  or  more  clever  brother  and  sist^ 
than  Mrs.  Henley  and  Captain  Morville,  The  old  county  families, 
if  they  did  wonder  at  her  marriage,  were  always  glad  to  meet  her 
brother,  and  it  was  a  great  pleasure  to  him  to  see  old  Mends. 

Only  once  did  his  sister,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  make 
him  feel  the  difference  of  their  sentiments,  and  that  was  about 
Miss  WeUwood.  Philip  defended  her  warmly ;  and  when  he 
heard  that  there  was  a  plan  getting  up  for  excluding  her  from 
the  hospital,  he  expressed  strong  disapprobation  at  the  time ;  and 
after  the  guests  were  gone,  spoke  upon  the  subject  with  his  sister 
and  her  husband.  The  doctor  entered  into  no  party  questions, 
and  had  only  been  stirred  up  to  the  opposition  by  his  wife ;  he 
owned  that  the  Miss  Wellwoods  had  done  a  great  deal  of  good, 
and  made  the  nurses  do  their  duty  better  than  he  had  ever 
known,  and  was  quite  ready  to  withdraw  his  opposition.  Mrs. 
Henley  argued  about  opinions,  but  Philip  was  a  match  for  her 
in  her  own  line ;  and  the  end  of  it  was,  that  though  she  would 
not  allow  herself  to  be  convinced,  and  shook  her  head  at  her 
brother's  way  of  thinking,  he  knew  he  had  prevailed,  and  that 
Miss  Wdlwood  would  be  unmolested. 

There  was  not  another  person  in  the  world  to  whom  Margaret 
would  have  yielded ;  and  it  served  to  restore  him  to  the  sense  of 
universal  dominion  which  had  been  a  little  shaken  by  his  conver- 
sation with  Guy. 

'  Sir  Guy  was  a  great  deal  with  the  Wellwoods/  said  Mrs. 
Henley. 
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*  Was  he,  indeed?' 

*  O,  you  need  not  tliink  of  that.  It  would  be  too  absurd.  The 
youngest  must  be  twice  his  age.' 

'  I  was  not  thinking  of  any  such  thing/  said  Philip,  smiling, 
as  he  thought  of  the  very  different  course  Guy's  affections  had 
taken. 

'Idid  hear  he  was  to  marry  Lady  Eveleen  de  Courcy.  Is 
there  anything  in  that  report  P' 

*  No;  certainly  not.' 

'  I  should  pity  the  woman  who  married  him,  after  the  specimen 
I  saw  of  his  temper.' 

*  Poor  boy!'  said  Philip. 

*  Lady  Eveleen  has  been  a  great  deal  at  Hollywell,  has  she  not  ? 
I  rather  wondered  my  aunt  should  like  to  have  her  there,  consi- 
dering all  things.' 

'What  things,  sister?' 

*  Considering  what  a  catch  he  would  be  for  one  of  the  Edmon* 
stone  girls.' 

'  I  thought  you  had  just  been  piling  the  woman  who  should 
marry  him.  Perhaps  my  aunt  had  Lady  Eveleen  there  to  act  as 
a  screen  for  her  own  daughters.' 

'  That  our  good-natured  aunt  should  have  acted  with  such 
ultra-prudence!'  said  Margaret,  laughing  at  his  grave  ironical 
tone.  ^Lady  Eveleen  is  very  pretty,  is  she  not?  A  mere 
beauty,  I  believe  ?' 

'  'Just  so;  she  is  much  admired;  but  Quy  is  certainly  not 
inclined  to  fall  in  love  with  her.' 

*  1  should  have  thought  him  the  very  man  to  fall  in  love  young, 
like  his  father.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  chance  for  either  of 
the  Edmonstones  P  Laura's  beauty  he  spoke  of^  but  it  was  not 
in  a  very  lover-like  way.    Do  you  admire  Laura  so  much  ?' 

*  She  is  very  pretty.' 
'AndUttleAmy?' 

'  She  is  a  mere  child,  and  will  hardly  ever  be  anything  more ; 
but  she  is  a  very  good  little  amiable  thing.' 

'  I  wish  poor  Charles's  temper  was  improved.' 

'  So  do  I ;  but  it  is  very  tiii  from  improvement  at  present,  in 
consequence  of  his  zeal  for  Guy.  Guy  has  been  veiy  attentive 
and  good-natured  to  him,  and  has  quite  won  his  hesort ;  so  that 
I  should  positively  honour  him  for  his  championship  if  it  was 
not  in  great  degree  out  of  opposition  to  his  fietther  and  myself. 
To-morrow,  Margaret,  you  must  give  me  some  guide  to  the  most 
probable  quarters  for  learning  anything  respecting  this  poor  boy's 
follies.' 

Mrs.  Henley  did  her  best  in  that  way,  and  Philip  followed  up 
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his  inquiries  with  great  ardour,  but  still  unsuccessfully.  Jack 
White,  the  hero  of  the  draft,  was  not  at  St.  Mildred's,  nor  likely 
to  be  heard  of  again  till  the  neit  races ;  and  whether  Sir  Guy 
had  been  on  the  race-ground  at  all  was  a  doubtful  point.  Next, 
Philip  walked  to  Stylehurst,  to  call  on  Colonel  Harewood,  and  see 
if  he  could  learn  anything  in  conversation  with  him ;  but  the 
Colonel  did  not  seem  to  know  anything,  and  his  sons  were  not 
at  home.  Young  Morville  was,  he  thought,  a  spirited  lad,  very 
good-natured ;  he  had  been  out  shooting  once  or  twice  with  Tom, 
and  had  a  very  fine  spaniel.  If  he  had  been  at  the  races,  the 
Colonel  did  not  know  it ;  he  had  some  thoughts  of  asking  him  to 
join  their  party,  but  had  been  prevented. 

This  was  no  reason,  thought  Philip,  why  Quy  might  not  have 
been  with  Tom  Harewood  without  the  Colonel's  knowledge.  Tom 
was  just  the  man  to  lead  him  amongst  those  who  were  given  to 
betting;  he  might  have  been  drawn  in,  and,  perhaps,  he  had 
given  some  pledge  of  payment  when  he  was  of  age,  or,  possibly, 
obtained  an  mmiediate  supply  of  money  from  the  old  steward  at 
Beddyffe,  who  was  devotedly  attached  to  him.  If  so,  Philip 
trusted  to  be  able  to  detect  it  from  the  accounts ;  on  the  other 
supposition,  there  was  no  hope  of  discovery. 

The  conversation  with  Colonel  Harewood  kept  him  so  late  that 
he  had  no  time  for  going,  as  usual,  to  his  old  haunts,  at  Style- 
hurst ;  nor  did  he  feel  inclined  just  then  to  revive  the  saddening 
reflections  they  excited.  He  spent  the  evening  in  talking  over 
books  with  his  sister,  and  the  next  day  proceeded  on  his  joume} 
to  Thomdale  Park. 

This  was  one  of  the  places  where  he  was  always  the  most 
welcome,  ever  since  he  had  been  a  school-boy,  received  in  a  way 
especially  flattering,  considering  that  the  friendship  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  uncompromisinff  good  sense  and  real  kindness  with 
which  he  had  kept  in  order  the  follies  of  his  former  fag. 

Charles  might  laugh,  and  call  them  the  yoimg  man  and 
young  man's  companion,  and  Guy  more  classically  term  them 
the  pious  ^neas  and  his  fidus  Achates,  but  it  was  a  friendship 
that  did  honour  to  both;  and  the  value  that  the  Thomdales  set 
upon  Captain  Morville  was  not  misplaced,  and  scarcely  over-rated. 
Not  particularly  clever  themselves,  they  the  more  highly  appre- 
ciated his  endowments,  and  were  proud  that  'James'  had  been 
able  to  make  such  a  friend ;  for  they  knew,  as  well  as  the  rest  of 
the  world,  that  Captain  Morville  was  far  from  seeking  the 
acquaintance  for  the  sake  of  their  situation  in  life,  but  that  it 
was  from  real  hking  and  esteem.  How  far  this  esteem  was  gained 
by  the  deference  the  whole  family  paid  to  his  opinion,  was  an- 
other question;  at  any  rate,  the  courting  was  from  them. 


THE  HEIB  OF  BEDGLTFFE.  229 

The  Miss  Thomdales  deemed  Captain  Morville  the  supreme 
authority  in  drawing,  literature,  and  ecclesiastical  architecture ; 
and  whenever  a  person  came  in  their  way  who  was  thought 
handsome,  always  pronounced  that  he  was  not  by  any  means 
equal  to  James's  friend.  Lady  Thomdale  delighted  to  ^k  oyer 
James  with  him,  and  thank  him  for  his  kindness;  and  Lord 
Thomdale,  rather  a  pompous  man  himself,  liked  his  somewhat 
stately  manners,  and  talked  politics  with  him,  sincerely  wishing 
he  was  his  neighbour  at  Bedclyffe,  and  calculating  how  much 
good  he  would  do  there.  Philip  listened  with  interest  to  accounts 
of  how  the  Thomdale  and  Morville  influence  had  always  divided  • 
the  borough  of  Moorworth,  and,  if  united,  might  dispose  of  it  at 
will,  and  retumed  evasive  answers  to  questions  what  the  young 
heir  of  Beddyffe  might  be  likely  to  do. 

James  Thomdale  drove  his  friend  to  Bedclyffe,  as  Philip  had 
authority  from  Mr.  Edmonstone  to  transact  any  business  that 
might  be  required  with  Markham,  the  steward ;  and,  as  has  been 
said  before,  he  expected  to  discover  in  the  accounts  something 
that  might  explain  why  Guy  had  ceased  to  press  for  the  thou- 
sand pounds.  However,  he  could  find  nothing  amiss  in  them, 
though—bearing  in  mind  that  it  is  less  easy  to  detect  the  loss  of 
a  score  of  sheep  than  of  one— he  subjected  them  to  a  scrutiny 
which  seemed  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the  gruff  old  grumbling 
steward.  He  also  walked  about  the  park,  saw  to  the  marking  of 
certain  trees  that  were  injuring  each  other;  and  finding  that 
there  was  a  misunderstanding  between  Markham  and  the  new 
rector,  Mr.  Ashford,  about  certain  parish  matters,  where  the 
clergyman  was  certainly  right,  he  bore  down  Markham's  oppo- 
sition with  Mr.  Edmonstone's  weight,  and  felt  he  was  doing  good 
service. 

He  paused  at  the  gate,  and  looked  back  at  the  wide  domain 
and  fine  old  house.  He  pitied  them,  and  the  simple-hearted, 
honest  tenantry,  for  being  the  heritage  of  such  a  family,  and  the 
possession  of  one  so  like^  to  misuse  them,  instead  of  training 
them  into  the  means  of  conferring  benefits  on  them,  on  his  country. 
What  would  not  Philip  hunself  do  if  those  lands  were  his,— just 
what  was  needed  to  give  his  talents  free  scope  P  and  what  would 
it  be  to  see  his  beautiful  Laura  their  mistress  ? 
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CHAPTEE  XX. 

Hie  loDginff  for  ignoble  things. 

The  striro  for  triumph  more  than  truth. 

The  hardening  of  the  heart,  that  brings 
Ineverenoe  for  the  dreams  of  youth. — ^Lokopellow. 

AFTER  his  week  at  Thomdale  Park,  Captain  MorviUe  returned 
to  make  his  farewell  visit  at  Holljwell,  before  joining  his 
regiment  at  Cork,  whence  it  was  to  sail  for  the  Mediterranean. 
He  reckoned  much  on  this  visit,  for  not  even  Laura  herself  could 
fathom  the  depth  of  his  affection  for  her,  strengthening  in  the 
recesses  where  he  so  sternly  concealed  it,  and  viewing  her  ever  as 
more  faultless  since  she  had  been  his  own.  While  she  was  his 
noble,  strong-minded,  generous,  fond  Laura,  he  could  bear  with 
his  disappointment  in  his  sister,  with  the  loss  of  his  home,  and 
with  the  trials  that  had  made  him  a  grave,  severe  man.  She  had 
proved  the  strength  of  her  mind  by  the  self-command  he  had 
taught  her,  and  for  which  he  was  especially  grateful  to  her,  as  it 
made  him  safer  and  more  unconstrained,  able  to  venture  on  more 
demonstration  than  in  those  early  days  when  every  look  had  made 
her  blush  and  tremble. 

Mr.  £dmonstone  brought  the  carriage  to  fetch  him  from  the 
station,  and  quickly  began, — 

'  I  suppose  as  you  have  not  .written,  you  have  found  nothing 
out?' 

*  Nothing.' 

*  And  you  could  do  nothing  with  him.    Eh  P' 

^  No ;  I  could  not  get  a  word  of  explanation,  nor  break  through 
the  fence  of  pride  and  reserve.  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say 
that  he  bears  the  best  of  characters  at  Oxford ;  and  if  there  were 
any  debts  I  could  not  get  at  them  from  the  tradesmen.' 

^  Well,  well,  say  no  more  about  it ;  he  is  an  unmtefal  young 
dog,  and  I  am  sick  of  it.  I  only  wish  I  could  wasn  my  hands  of 
him  altogether.  It  was  mere  folly  to  expect  any  of  that  set  could 
ever  come  to  good.  There's  everything  going  wrong  all  at  once 
now ;  poor  little  Amy  breaking  her  heart  after  him,  and,  worse 
than  all,  there's  poor  Charlie  laid  up  again,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone, 
one  of  the  most  affectionate  people  in  the  world ;  but  his  maun- 
dering mood  making  liiin  speak  of  Charles's  illness  as  if  he  only 
regarded  it  as  an  additional  provocation  for  himself. 

'  Charles  iU!'  exclaimed  Philip. 
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^  Tes ;  another  of  those  formation*  in  the  joint.  I  hoped  and 
tniated  that  was  all  orer  now;  bathe  ia  as  bad  as  ever, — ^haanot 
been  able  to  sKyve  for  a  week,  and  goodness  knows  when  he  wfll 
again.' 

'Indeed!  I  am  yery  sorry.  Is  there  as  much  pain  te 
before?' 

'Oh^  yes.  He  has  not  slept  a  wink  these  fonr  nights. 
ICayeime  talks  <^  opium ;  but  he  says  he  wont  haye  it  till  he  has 
seen  you,  he  is  so  anxiooa  about  tms  unlueW  business.  If  any- 
thing could  persuade  me  to  haye  Ghiy  baw  again,  it  would  be 
that  this  etenial  fiwtting  after  him  is  so  bad  for  poor  Charlie.' 

'It  is  on  Amy's  aooountthat  it  is  impossible  to  haye  him  heio/ 
said  Philip. 

'  Ay  I  He  shall  ney  er  set  eyes  on  Amy  again  unless  all  this  is 
cleared  up,  which  it  neyer  will  be,  as  I  desire  mammft  to  tell  her. 
By-the-by,  Philip,  Amy  said  something  of  your  haying  a  sUp 
with  Charles  on  the  stauB.' 

*  There  was  yery  nearly  an  acddant ;  but  I  believed  he  waa  not 
hurt.    I  ho]^  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  illness  ?' 

'  He  says  it  was  all  his  own  finilt,'  said  Mr.  Edmonst^me, '  and 
that  he  should  haye  been  actually  down  but  for  you.' 
'  But  is  it  really  thought  it  can  h^ye  caosed  this  attack  P 

*  1  can  hardly  suppose  so;  but  Thompson  ikncies  there  may 
haye  been  some  jar.  Howeyer,  don't  distresa  yourself ;  I  dare 
say  it  would  haye  come  on  all  the  same.' 

Philip  did  not  like  to  be  forgiyen  by  Mr.  Edmonatone,  and 
there  was  something  yery  annoying  in  haying  this  mischaaoe 
oomiected  with  his  name,  though  without  his  ftnlt;  nor  did  he 
wish  Charles  to  haye  the  kind  dT  adfantage  oyer  him  that  might 
be  derived  from  seeming  to  pass  over  hia  share  in  themurfbrtune. 

When  th^  anriyed  at  HoUyweU,  it  was  twilight,  bat  no  one 
was  in  the  drawing-room,  generally  so  cheerful  at  that  time  of 
day ;  the  fire  had  lately  been  smothered  with  coals,  and  loolced 
gloomy  and  desolate.  Mr.  Edmonstone  left  Philip  there,  and 
ran  up  to  see  how  Charles  was,  and  soon  after  Laura  eame  in, 
sprang  to  his  side,  and  held  his  hand  in  both  hers. 

'  Tou  bring  no  good  newsP  said  she,  sadly,  as  she  read  the 
answer  in  liia  fiice.  '  Oh  I  how  I  wish  you  had.  It  would  be 
such  a  comfort  now.    Tou  have  heard  about  poor  Charlie  f* 

'  Yes ;  and  yery  sorry  I  am.  But,  Laara^  is  it  really  thought 
that  accident  could  have  occasioned  it?' 

'  Dr.  Mayeme  does  not  think  so,  only  Mr.  Thompson  talked  of 
remote  causes,  when  Amy  mentioned  it.  I  don't  beheve  it  did 
any  harm,  arid  Charlie  himself  says  you  sayed  him  from  Ming 
down  stab*.' 
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Philip  bad  begun  to  give  Laura  bis  version  of  tbe  accident,  as 
be  bad  abready  done  to  ber  fatber,  wben  Mrs.  Edmonstone  came 
down,  looking  barassed  and  anxious.  Sbe  told  ber  nepbew 
tbat  Cbarles  was  very  desirous  to  see  bim,  and  sent  bim  up  at 
once. 

Tbere  was  a  fire  in  tbe  dressing-room,  and  tbe  door  was  open 
into  tbe  little  room,  wbicb  was  omy  ligbted  by  a  lamp  on  a  small 
table,  wbeie  Amy  was  sitting  at  work.  After  sbaking  bands,  sbe 
went  away,  leaving  bim  alone  witb  Cbarles,  wbo  lay  in  bis  narrow 
bed  against  tbe  wall,  fixed  in  one  position,  bis  forebead  contracted 
witb  pain,  bis  eyelids  red  and  beavy  from  sleeplessness,  bis  eyes 
very  quick  and  eager,  and  bis  bands  and  arms  tbrown  restlessly 
outside  tbe  coverings. 

'  I  am  very  sorry  to  find  you  bere,'  said  Pbilip,  coming  up  to 
bim,  and  takmg,  ratber  tban  receiving,  bis  bot,  limp  band.  '  Is 
the  pain  very  bad  ?' 

*  That  is  a  matter  of  course,'  said  Cbarles,  in  a  sharp,  quick 
manner,  bis  voice  full  of  suffering.  '  I  want  to  bear  what  you 
have  been  doing  at  Oxford  and  St.  Mildred's.' 

'  I  am  sorry  I  do  not  bring  tbe  tidings  you  wish.' 

'  I  did  not  expect  you  would.    I  know  you  too  well ;  but  I 

want  to  bear  what  you  have  been  doing — ^wbat  be  said,'  answered 

Cbarles,  in  short,  impatient  sentences. 

'  It  can  be  of  no  use,  Charlie.    You  are  not  in  a  state  to  enter 

on  agitating  subjects.' 

*  I  tell  you  I  will  bear  all,'  returned  Cbarles,  witb  increased 
asperity.  '  I  know  vou  will  say  nothing  to  bis  advantage  tbat 
you  can  help,  but  still  I  know  you  will  speak  what  you  tlmiktbe 
truth,  and  I  want  to  judge  for  myself.' 

'  Yon  speak  as  if  I  was  not  acting  for  bis  good.' 

'  Palaver !'  cried  Charles,  fuUy  sensible  of  tbe  advantage  bis 
illness  gave  bim.  '  I  want  tbe  facts.  B^B;in  at  tbe  beginning. 
Sit  down — ^there's  a  chair  by  you.  Now  t^  me,  where  did  you 
find  bim?' 

Pbilip  could  not  set  Cbarles  down  in  bis  present  state,  and  was 
obliged  to  submit  to  a  cross-examination,  in  wbicb  be  showed  no 
abatement  of  bis  natural  acuteness,  and,  unspadng  as  be  always 
was,  laid  himself  under  no  restraint  at  all.  Philip  was  compelled 
to  give  a  full  history  of  bis  researches ;  and  if  be  bad  afforded  no 
triumph  to  Guy,  Cbarles  revenged  bim. 

'Pray,  what  did  Ghiy  say  wben  be  heard  tbe  result  of  this  fine 
voyage  of  discovery?' 

'  I  did  not  see  bim  again.*         • 

'  Not  see  bim !  not  tell  him  be  was  so  far  justified !' 

<  I  bad  no  time — at  least  I  thought  not.    It  would  have 
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been  UBeless,  for  while  these  mysteries  continae,  my  opinion  is 
unchanged,  and  there  was  no  benefit  in  renewing  vain  disputes.' 

'Say  no  more!*  exclaimed  Charles.  'Ton  have  said  all  I 
expected,  and  more  too.  I  gave  you  credit  for  domineering  and 
prejudice,  now  I  see  it  is  nu£gnity.' 

As  he  spoke,  Laura  entered  from  the  dressing-room,  and  stood 
aghast  at  the  words,  and  then  looked  imploringly  at  her  cousin. 
r^.  Mayeme  was  following  her,  and  Charles  called  out, — 

'  Now,  doctor,  give  me  as  much  opium  as  you  please.  I  only 
want  to  be  stupified  till  the  world  has  turned  round,  and  then 
you  may  wake  me.' 

Philip  shook  hands  with  Dr.  Mayeme,  and,  without  betraying 
a  shade  of  annoyance,  wished  Charles  good  night ;  but  Charles 
had  drawn  the  coverings  over  his  head,  and  would  not  hear 
him. 

*  Poor  fellow !'  said  Philip  to  Laura»  when  they  were  out  of 
the  room.  '  He  is  a  very  generous  partisan,  and  excitement  and 
suffering  make  him  carry  Mb  zeal  to  excess.' 

'  I  knew  you  could  not  be  angry  with  him.' 

'  I  could  not  be  angry  at  this  time  at  far  more  provocation 
g^ven  by  any  one  belonging  to  you,  Laura.' 

Laura's  heart  had  that  sensation  which  the  French  call  se 
9errery  as  she  heard  him  allude  to  the  long  separation  to  which 
there  seemed  no  limit ;  but  thev  could  say  no  more. 

'  Amy,'  said  Charles,  when  she  returned  to  him  after  dinner, 
*  I  am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  things  will  right  them- 
selves.   I  never  saw  prejudice  more  at  fault.' 

'Did  he  tell  you  all  about  it  P' 

*  I  worked  out  of  him  all  I  could,  and  it  is  my  belief  Quy  had 
the  best  of  it.  I  only  wonder  he  did  not  horsewhip  Philip 
round  the  quadrangle.   «I  wish  he  had.' 

*  Oh,  no,  no !    But  he  controlled  himself?' 

'  If  he  had  not  we  should  have  heard  of  it  fast  enough ;'  and 
Charles  told  what  he  had  been  able  to  gather,  while  she  sat  by, 
divided  between  joy  and  pain. 

Philip  saw  very  little  more  of  Charles.  He  used  to  come  to 
ask  him  how  he  was  once  a^day,  but  never  received  any  encou- 
ragement to  lengthen  his  visit.  These  gatherings  in  the  diseased 
joint  were  always  excessively  painful,  and  were  very  long  in 
coming  to  the  worst,  as  well  as  afterwards  in  healing;  and 
through  the  week  of  Philip's  stay  at  HoUvwell,  Charles  was 
either  in  a  state  of  great  suffering,  or  else  heavy  and  confused 
with  opiates.  His  mother's  whole  time  and  thoughts  were 
absorbed  in  him ;  she  attended  to  him  day  and  niffht,  and  could 
hardly  spare  a  moment  for  anything  cJse.    Indeed  with  all  her 
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affection  and  anxiety  for  the  young  lorers,  Charlee  waB  so 
entirely  her  engro«ring  object,  that  her  firvt  feeling  of  disap- 
pointment at  the  failure  of  Philip's  joumey  of  investigation 
was  because  it  would  grieve  Charlie.  She  could  not  think  about 
Quj  just  then,  and  for  Amy  there  was  nothing  fat  it  but 
patience ;  and,  good  little  creature,  it  was  very  mce  to  see  her 
put  her  own  bK>ubles  aside,  and  be  so  cheerfm  a  nurse  to  her 
brother.  She  was  almost  always  in  his  room,  for  he  liked  to 
have  her  there,  and  she  could  not  conquer  a  certain  shrinking 
from  Philip. 

Laura  had  once  pleaded  hard  and  earnestly  for  Ghiy  with 
Philip,  but  all  in  vain ;  she  was  only  taught  to  think  the  case 
more  hopeless  than  before.  Laura  was  a  very  kind  nurse  and 
sister,  but  she  could  better  be  spared  than  her  mother  and  Anry, 
so  that  it  generally  fell  to  her  lot  to  be  down  stairs,  makmg  the 
drawing-room  halntable.  Dr.  Mayeme,  whenever  Charles  was 
ill,  used  to  be  more  at  Hollywell  than  at  his  own  house,  and 
there  were  few  days  that  he  did  not  dine  there.  When  Amy 
was  out  of  the  way,  Philip  used  to  entertain  them  with  long 
accounts  of  Bedclj^e,  how  fine  a  place  it  was,  how  far  the  estate 
reached  on  the  Moorworth  road,  of  its  capacities  for  improve* 
ment,  wastes  of  moorland  to  be  enclosed  or  planted,  maguMcent 
timber  needing  nothing  but  thinning.  He  spoke  of  the  number 
of  tenantry,  and  the  manorial  rights,  and  the  influence  in  both 
town  and  county,  which,  in  years  gone  by,  had  been  proved  to 
the  utmost  in  many  a  fierce  struggle  with  the  house  of  Thomdale. 
Sir  Guy  Morville  might  be  one  of  the  first  men  in  England  if 
he  were  not  wanting  to  himself.  Mr.  Edmonstone  enjoyed  such 
talk,  for  it  made  him  revel  in  the  sense  of  his  own  magnanimity 
in  refusing  his  daughter  to  the  owner  of  all  this ;  and  Laura 
sometimes  thought  how  Philip  would  have  graoed  such  a  posi- 
tion, yet  how  much  greater  it  was  to  rest  entirely  on  his  own 
merits. 

'  Ah,  my  fine  feUowl'  muttered  Dr.  Mayeme  to  himself  one 
day,  when  Philip  and  his  uncle  had  left  the  room,  just  after  a 
discourse  of  this  kind,  *  I  see  you  have  not  forgotten  you  are  the 
next  heir.' 

Laur;^  coloured  with  indignation,  exclaimed,  *0h!'  then 
checked  herself,  as  if  such  an  aspersion  was  not  worthy  of  hec 
taking  the  trouble  to  refute  it. 

^  Ah !  Miss  Edmonstone,  I  did  not  know  yon  were  there.' 

*Yes,  you  were  talking  to  yourself,  just  as  if  you  were  at 
home,'  said  Charlotte,  who  was  specially  pert  to  the  old  doctor, 
because  she  knew  herself  to  be  a  great  pet.  ^  You  were  telling 
some  home  truths  to  make  Laura  angry.' 
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*  Well,  he  would  make  a  very  good  use  of  it  if  he  had  it/  said 
the  doctor. 

*  Now  you'll  make  me  angry/  said  Charlotte ;  *  and  you  have 
not  mended  matters  with  Laura.  She  thinks  nothing  short  of 
four-syllabled  words  good  enough  for  Philip.* 

'  Hush !  nonsense,  Charlotte !'  said  Laura,  much  annoyed. 

*  There,  Charlotte,  she  is  avenging  herself  on  you  because  she 
can't  scold  me,'  said  the  doctor,  pretending  to  whisper. 

'  Charlotte  is  only  growing  more  wild  than  ever  for  want  of 
mamma,'  said  Laura,  trying  to  laugh  it  off;  but  there  was  so 
much  annoyance  evident  about  her,  that  Dr.  Mayeme  said, — 

'  Seriously,  I  must  apol(^;ize  for  my  unludgr  soliloquy;  not 
that  I  thought  I  was  saying  much  harm,  for  I  did  not  by  any 
means  say  or  think  the  Captain  wished  Sir  Guy  any  ill,  and  few 
men  who  stood  next  in  succession  to  such  a  property  would  be 
likely  to  forget  it.' 

'  Yes,  but  Philip  is  not  like  other  men,'  said  Charlotte,  who, 
at  fourteen,  had  caught  much  of  her  brother's  power  of  repartee, 
and  could  be  quite  as  provoking,  when  unrestrained  by  any  one 
whom  she  cared  to  obey. 

Laura  felt  it  was  more  for  her  dignity  not  to  notice  this,  and 
replied,  with  an  effort  for  a  laugh, — 

'  It  must  be  your  guilty  conscience  that  sets  you  apolc^izing, 
for  you  said  no  harm,  as  you  observe.' 

*  Yes,'  said  Dr.  Mayeme,  good-humouredly.  '  He  does  very 
well  without  it,  and  no  doubt  he  would  be  one  of  the  first  men 
in  the  country  if  he  had  it ;  but  it  is  in  very  good  hands  now, 
on  the  whole.  I  don't  thizik,  even  if  the  lad  has  been  tempted 
into  a  little  folly  just  now,  that  he  can  ever  go  very  &r  wrong.' 

'  No,  indeed,'  said  Charlotte ;  '  but  Charlie  and  I  don't  believe 
he  has  done  anything  wrong.' 

She  spoke  in  a  UtSe  surly  decided  tone,  as  if  her  opinion  put 
an  end  to  the  matter,  and  Philip's  return  closed  the  discussion. 

Divided  as  the  paity  were  between  up*8tairs  and  down-stairs, 
and  in  the  absence  of  Charles's  shrewd  observation,  Philip  and 
Laura  had  more  opportunity  of  intercomrse  than  usual,  and  now 
that  his  departure  would  put  an  end  to  suspicion,  they  ventured 
on  more  openly  seeking  each  other.  It  never  could  oe  the  per- 
feet  fireedom  that  they  had  enjoyed  before  the  avowal  of  tneir 
sentiments,  but  thev  had  many  brief  conversations,  giving  Laura 
feverish,  but  exquisite,  delight  at  each  renewal  of  his  rare  expres- 
sions of  tenderness. 

'  What  are  you  going  to  do  to-day  P'  he  asked,  on  the  last 
morning  before  he  was  to  leave  Hollywell.  '  I  must  see  you 
alone  before  I  go.' 
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She  looked  down,  and  he  kept  his  eyes  fixed  on  her  rather 
sternly,  for  he  had  never  before  made  a  clandestine  appoint- 
ment, and  he  did  not  like  feeling  ashamed  of  it.  At  last  she 
said, — 

'  I  go  to  East-hill  School  this  afternoon.  I  shall  come  away 
at  half-past  three.' 

Mary  Boss  was  still  absent ;  her  six  nephews  and  nieces  having 
taken  advantage  of  her  visit  to  have  the  measles,  not  like  rea- 
sonable children,  all  at  once,  so  as  to  be  one  trouble,  but  one 
after  the  other,  so  as  to  keep  Aimt  Mary  with  them  as  long  as 
possible;  and  Mr.  Boss  did  not  know  what  would  have  become 
of  the  female  department  of  his  parish  but  for  Laura^  who 
worked  at  school-keeping  indefatigably. 

Laura  had  some  difficulty  in  shaking  off  Charlotte's  company 
this  afternoon,  and  was  obuged  to  midce  the  most  of  the  proba^ 
bility  of  rain,  and  the  dreadful  dirt  of  the  roads.  Indeed,  she 
represented  it  as  so  formidable,  that  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  who  had 
hardly  time  to  look  out  of  window,  much  less  to  go  out  of  doors, 
strongly  advised  her  to  stay  at  home  herself;  and  Charlotte 
grew  sJl  the  more  eager  for  the  fun.  Luckily,  however,  for 
Laura,  Dr.  Mayeme  came  in,  laughing  at  the  reports  of  the 
weather ;  and  as  he  was  wanted  to  prescribe  for  a  poor  old  man 
in  an  opposite  direction,  he  took  Charlotte  with  him  to  show  the 
way,  and  she  was  much  better  pleased  to  have  him  for  a  com- 
panion than  the  grave  Laura. 

Philip,  in  the  mean  time,  had  walked  all  the  way  to  Broad- 
stone,  timing  his  return  exactly,  that  he  might  meet  Laura  as 
she  came  out  of  the  school,  and  feel  as  if  it  had  been  by  chance. 
It  was  a  grey,  misty  November  day,  and  the  leaves  of  the  elm- 
trees  come  floating  roimd  them,  yellow  and  damp. 

'  You  have  had  a  wet  walk,'  said  Laura,  as  they  met. 

'  It  is  not  quite  raining,'  he  answered ;  and  they  proceeded  for 
some  minutes  in  silence,  until  he  said, — '  It  is  time  we  should 
come  to  an  understanding.' 

She  looked  at  him  in  alarm,  and  his  voice  was  immediately 
gentler;  indeed,  at  times  it  was  almost  inaudible  from  his  strong 
emotion.  '  I  believe  that  no  affection  has  ever  been  stronger  or 
truer  than  ours.' 

'Has  been!'  repeated  Laura,  in  a  wondering,  bewildered 
voice. 

'  And  is,  if  you  are  satisfied  to  leave  things  as  they  are.* 

'  I  must  be,  if  you  are.' 

'  I  will  not  say  I  am  satisfied  with  what  must  be,  as  I  am 
situated ;  but  I  felt  it  due  to  you  to  set  the  true  state  of  the 
case  before  you.    Few  would  venture  their  love  as  I  do  mine 
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with  you,  bound  in  reality,  thongli  not  formally,  with  no  pro- 
mise sought  or  given ;  yet  I  am  not  more  assured  that  I  s^emd 
here  than  I  am  that  our  love  is  for  ever.* 

'  I  am  sure  it  is !'  she  repeated,  fervently.  ^  O  Philip,  there 
never  was  a  time  I  did  not  love  you ;  and  since  that  day  on 
Ashen  Down,  I  have  loved  you  with  my  whole  heart.  I  am 
sometimes  afiraid  it  has  left  no  proper  room  for  the  rest,  when 
I  find  how  much  more  I  think  of  your  going  away  than  of  poor 
Charles.' 

'Yes,'  he  said,  'you  have  understood  me  as  none  but  you 
would  have  done,  through  coldness  and  reserve,  apparently,  even 
towards  yourself,  and  when  to  others  I  have  seemed  grave  and 
severe  beyond  my  years.  You  have  never  doubted,  you  have 
recognised  the  warmth  within ;  you  have  trusted  your  happi- 
ness to  me,  and  it  shall  be  safe  in  my  keeping,  for,  Laura,  it  is 
all  mine.' 

'There  is  only  one  thing,'  said  Laura^  timidly;  'would  it  not 
be  better  if  mamma  knew  ?' 

'  Laura,  I  have  considered  that,  but  remember  you  are  not 
boimd ;  I  have  never  asked  you  to  bind  yourself.  You  might 
marry  to-morrow,  and  I  should  have  no  right  to  compl^. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  you.' 

She  exclaimed,  as  if  with  pain. 

*  True,'  he  answered ;  *  you  could  not,  and  that  certainty  suf- 
fices me.  I  ask  no  more  without  your  parents'  consent ;  but  it 
would  be  giving  them  and  you  useless  distress  and  perplexity  to 
ask  it  now.  They  would  object  to  my  poverty,  and  we  should 
gain  nothing;  for  I  would  never  be  so  selfish  as  to  wish  to 
expose  you  to  such  a  life  as  that  of  the  wife  of  a  poor  officer ; 
and  an  open  engagement  could  not  add  to  our  confidence  in  each 
other.  We  must  be  content  to  wait  for  my  promotion.  By  that 
time' — ^he  smiled  |^vely — '  our  attachment  will  have  lasted  so 
many  years  as  to  give  it  a  claim  to  respect.' 

'  It  IS  no  new  thing.' 

'  No  newer  than  our  lives ;  but  remember,  my  Laura,  that  you 
are  but  twenty.' 

'  You  have  made  me  feel  much  older,'  sighed  Laura ;  '  not  that 
I  would  be  a  thoughtless  child  again.  That  cannot  last  long, 
not  even  for  poor  little  Amy.' 

'  No  one  would  wish  to  part  with  the  deeper  feelings  of  elder 
years  to  regain  the  carelessness  of  childhood,  even  to  be  exempted 
from  the  suffering  that  has  brought  them.' 

'  No,  indeed.' 

'  For  instance,  these  two  years  have  scarcely  been  a  time  of 
great  happiness  to  you.' 
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*  Sometimes,'  whispered  Laura,  *  sometimeB  beyond  all  words, 
but  oftea  dreaiy  and  oppressive.' 

'  Heaven  knows  how  unwillingly  I  have  rendered  it  so.  Bather 
than  dim  the  brightness  of  your  life,  I  would  have  repressed  my 
own  sentiments  for  ever.' 

*  But,  then,  where  would  have  been  my  brightness  p' 

*  I  would,  I  say,  but  for  a  peril  to  you.  I  see  my  fears  were 
unfounded.  You  were  safe ;  but  in  my  desire  to  guard  you  fix>m 
what  has  come  on  poor  Amy,  my  fedings,  though  not  wont  to 
overpower  me,  oarried  me  further  than  I  intendsd.' 

*  Did  they?'  • 

*  Do  not  suppose  I  regret  it.    No,  no,  Laura ;  those  were  the 
most  precious  moments  of  my  life,  when  I  drew  from  you  those 
words  and  looks  which  have  been  blessed  in  remembrance  ever^ 
since ;  and  doubly,  knowing,  as  I  do,  that  you  also  prize  that 
day.' 

*  Yes — ^yes ' 

^  Li  the  midst  of  much  that  was  adverse,  and  with  a  necessity 
for  a  trust  and  self-control  of  which  scarce  a  woman  but  yourself 
would  have  been  capable,  you  have  endured  nobly ' 

'  I  could  bear  anything,  if  you  were  not  going  so  far  away.' 

*  You  win  bear  that  too,  Laura,  and  bravely.  It  will  not  be 
for  ever.* 

'  How  long  do  you  think  P' 

'  I  cannot  tell.  Several  years  may  pass  before  I  have  my  pro- 
'  motion.  It  may  be  that  I  shall  not  see  that  cheek  in  its  fresh 
bloom  again,  but  I  shall  find  the  same  Laura  that  I  lefb,  the 
same  in  love,  and  strength,  and  trust.' 

*  All!  I  shall  grow  faded  and  grey,  and  you  will  be  a  sun-burnt 
old  soldier,'  said  Laura,  smiling,  and  looking,  half  sadly,  half 
proudly,  up  to  his  noble  features ;  '  but  hearts  don't  change  like 
faces!' 

After  they  came  near  the  house,  they  walked  up  and  down  the 
lane  for  a  long  time,  for  Philip  avoided  a  less  public  path,  in  order 
to  keep  up  his  delusion  that  he  was  doing  nothing  in  an  under- 
hand way.  It  grew  dark,  and  the  fog  thickened,  straightening 
Laura's  auburn  ringlets,  and  hanging  in  dew-drops  on  Philip's 
rough  coat,  but  Httle  recked  they;  it  was  such  an  hour  as  they 
had  never  enjoyed  before.  Philip  had  never  so  laid  himself  open, 
or  assured  her  so  earnestly  of  the  force  of  his  affection ;  and  her 
thrills  of  ecstasy  overcame  the  desolate  expectation  of  his  depar- 
ture, and  made  her  sensible  of  strength  to  bear  seven,  ten,  twenty 
years  of  loneliness  and  apparent  neglect.  She  knew  him,  and  he 
would  never  fail  her. 

Yet,  when  at  last  they  went  in-doors,  and  Amy  followed  her 
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to  her  room,  wondering  to  find  her  so  wet,  and  so  late,  who  could 
have  seen  the  two  sisters  without  reading  greater  peace  and  sere- 
ni^  in  the  face  of  the  younger. 

JPhilip  felt  an  elder  hrother's  interest  for  poor  little  Amy.  He 
did  not  see  much  of  her ;  but  he  compassionated  her  as  a  victim 
to  her  mother's  imprudence,  hoping  she  would  soon  be  weaned 
from  her  attachment.  He  thought  her  a  good,  patient  little 
thing,  so  sofb  and  sentle  as  probably  not  to  have  the  strength 
and  depth  that  would  make  the  love  incurable ;  and  the  better 
he  liked  her,  the  more  unfit  he  thought  her  for  Guy.  It  would 
have  been  uniting  a  dove  and  a  tiger ;  and  his  only  fear  was,  that 
when  he  was  no  longer  at  hand,  Mr.  Edmonstone's  weak  good 
nature  might  be  prevailed  on  to  sacrifice  her.  He  did  his  best 
for  her  protection,  by  making  his  uncle  express  a  resolution  never 
to  admit  Guy  into  his  family  again,  unless  the  accusation  of 
gambling  was  completely  disproved. 

The  liurt  morniDg  came,  and  PhiHp  went  to  take  leave  of  Charles. 
Poor  Charles  was  feebler  by  this  time,  and  too  much  subdued  by 
pain  and  languor  to  receive  him  as  at  first,  but  the  spirit  was  the 
same ;  and  when  Philip  wished  him  good  bye,  saying  he  hoped 
soon  to  hear  he  was  better,  he  return^  for  answer, 

'  Good  bye,  Philip,  I  hope  soon  to  hear  you  are  better.  I  had 
rather  have  my  hip  than  your  mind.' 

He  was  in  no  condition  to  be  answered,  and  Philip  repeated 
his  good  bye,  little  thinking  how  they  were  to  meet  again. 

The  others  were  assembled  in  the  hall.  His  axmt's  eyes  were 
ftdl  of  tears,  for  she  loved  him  dearly,  her  brother's  only  son, 
early  left  motherless,  whom  she  had  regatded  like  her  own  child^ 
and  who  had  so  nobly  fulfilled  all  the  fondest  hopes.  All  his 
overbearing  ways  and  uncalled-for  interference  were  forgotten, 
and  her  voice  gave  way  as  she  embraced  him,  saying^ 

'  God  bless  you,  Philip,  wherever  you  may  be.  We  sIuJl  miss 
you  very  much!' 

Little  Amy's  hand  was  put  into  his,  and  he  squeezed  it  kindly ; 
but  she  could  hardly  speak  her  *  good  bye,'  for  the  tears  that 
came,  because'  she  was  grieved  not  to  feel  more  sorry  that  her 
highly-esteemed  cousin,  so  kind  and  condescending  to  her,  was 
gomg  away  for  so  very  long  a  time. 

'  Good  bye,  Philip,'  said  Charlotte ;  *  I  shall  be  quite  grown 
up  by  the  time  you  come  home.' 

'Don't  make  such  uncivil  auguries,  Puss,'  said  her  father ;  but 
Philip  heard  her  not,  for  he  was  holding  Laura's  hand  in  a  grasp 
that  seemed  as  if  it  never  would  unclose. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

1  will  sing,  for  I  am  sad. 

For  many  my  misdeedB ; 
It  is  my  sadneBB  makes  me  glad. 

For  love  for  soirow  pleads. — ^WiLLlAXS. 

AFTI!B  bis  last  interview  with  Philip,  Guy  returned  to  his 
rooms  to  force  himself  into  occupation  till  his  cousin  should 
come  to  acknowledge  that  here,  at  least,  there  was  nothing  amiss. 
He  trusted  that  when  it  was  proved  all  was  right  in  this  quarter, 
the  prejudice  with  r^ard  to  the  other  might  be  diminished, 
though  his  hopes  were  lower  since  he  had  foimd  out  the  real 
grounds  of  the  accusation,  reflecting  that  he  should  never  be  able 
to  explain  without  betraying  his  uncle. 

He  waited  in  vain.  The  hour  passed  at  which  Philip's  coming 
was  possible ;  Guy  was  disappointed,  but  looked  for  a  letter ;  but 
post  after  post  fuled  to  bring  him  one.  Perhaps  Philip  would 
write  from  HoUywell,  or  else  Mr.  Edmonstone  would  write,  or  at 
least  he  was  sure  that  Charles  would  write— Charles,  whose  con- 
fidence and  sympathy,  expressed  in  almost  daily  letteors,  had  been 
such  a  comfort.  But  not  a  line  came.  He  reviewed  in  memoiy 
his  last  letter  to  Charles,  wondering  whether  it  could  have 
oJOTended  him ;  but  it  did  not  seem  possible ;  he  thought  over  all 
that  Philip  could  have  learnt  in  his  visit,  to  see  if  it  could  by  any 
means  have  been  turned  to  his  disadvantage.  But  he  knew  he 
had  done  nothing  to  which  blame  could  be  attached;  he  had 
never  infringed  the  rules  of  coU^e  discipline ;  and  though  still 
backward,  and  unlikely  to  distinguish  hunsel^  he  believ^  that 
was  the  worst  likely  to  have  been  said  of  him.  He  only  wished 
his  true  character  was  as  good  as  what  would  be  reported  of 
him. 

As  he  thought  and  wondered,  he  grew  more  and  more  restless 
and  unhappy.  He  could  imagine  no  reason  for  the  silence,  unless 
Mr.  Edmonstone  had  absolutely  forbidden  any  intercourse,  and  it 
did  not  seem  probable  that  he  would  issue  any  commands  in  a 
manner  to  bind  a  grown-up  son,  more  especially  as  there  had 
been  no  attempt  at  communication  with  Amy.  It  was  terrible 
thus,  without  warning,  to  be  cut  off  from  her,  and  all  besides  that 
he  loved.  As  long  as  Charles  wrote,  he  fancied  her  sitting  by, 
perhaps  sealing  the  letter,  and  he  could  even  tell  by  the  kind  of 
paper  and  envelope,  whether  they  were  sitting  in  the  dressing* 
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room  or  down  stairs ;  but  now  there  was  nothing,  no  assurance 
of  sympathy,  no  word  of  kindness ;  they  might  all  have  given 
him  up;  those  unhappy  words  were  like  a  barrier,  cutting  hmi  off 
for  ever  from  the  happiness  of  which  he  had  once  had  a  glimpse. 
Was  the  Beddyffe  doom  of  sin  and  sorrow  really  closing  in  upon 
him? 

If  it  had  not  been  for  chapel  and  study,  he  hardly  knew  how 
he  should  have  got  through  that  term ;  but  as  the  end  of  it 
approached,  a  feverish  impatience  seized  on  him  whenever  the 
post  came  in,  for  a  letter,  ii*  only  to  tell  him  not  to  come  to  HoUy- 
weU.  None  came,  and  he  saw  nothing  for  it  but  to  go  to  Eed- 
clyffe ;  and  if  he  dreaded  seeing  it  in  its  altered  state  when  his 
spirits  were  high  and  unbroken,  how  did  he  shrink  from  it  now! 
He  did,  however,  make  up  his  mind,  for  he  felt  that  his  reluc- 
tance almost  wronged  his  own  beloved  home.  Harry  Graham 
wanted  to  persuade  him  to  come  and  spend  Christmas  at  his 
home,  with  his  lively  family,  but  Guy  felt  as  if  gaiety  was  not 
for  him,  even  if  he  could  enjoy  it.  He  did  not  wish  to  drown  his 
present  feelings,  and  steadily,  though  gratefully,  refused  this  as 
well  as  one  or  two  other  friendly  invitations. 

After  lingering  in  vain  till  the  last  day  of  term,  he  wrote  to 
desire  that  his  own  room  and  the  library  might  be  made  ready 
for  him,  and  that  *  something'  might  be  sent  to  meet  him  at 
Moorworth. 

Bailroads  had  come  a  step  nearer,  even  to  his  remote  comer  of 
the  world,  in  the  course  of  the  bust  three  years ;  but  there  was 
still  thirty  miles  of  coach  beyond,  and  tl^se  lay  through  a  part 
of  the  country  he  had  never  seen  before.  It  was  for  the  most 
part  bleak,  dreary  moor,  such  as,  under  the  cold  grey  wintry 
sky,  presented  nothing  to  rouse  him  from  his  musings  on  the 
welcome  he  might  have  been  at  that  very  moment  receiving  at 
HollyweU. 

A  sudden  dip  in  the  high  groxmd  made  it  necessary  for  the 
coach  to  put  on  the  drag,  and  thus  it  slowly  entered  a  village, 
which  attracted  attention  from  its  wretched  appearance.  The 
cottages,  of  the  rough  stone  of  the  country,  were  little  better 
than  hovels ;  slates  were  torn  off,  windows  broken.  Wild-looking, 
imcombed  women,  in  garments  of  universal  dirt  colour,  stood  at 
the  doors;  ragged  children  ran  and  shrieked  afber  the  coach; 
the  church  had  a  hole  in  the  roof,  and  stood  tottering  in  spite  of 
rude  repairs ;  the  churchyard  was  trodden  down  by  cattle,  and 
the  whole  place  only  resembled  the  pictures  of  Irish  dilapida- 
tion. 

'  What  miserable  place  is  this  ?'  asked  a  passenger. 

'  Yes,  that's  what  all  gentlemen  ask,'  replied  me  coachman ; 
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'  and  well  you  may.  There's  not  a  more  noted  plaoe  for  thieves 
and  vagabonds.    They  call  it  Coombe  Prior.' 

Guy  well  knew  the  name,  though  he  had  never  been  there. 
It  was  a  distant  ofi&et  of  his  own  property,  and  a  horrible  sense 
of  responsibility  for  all  the  crime  and  misery  there  came  over 
him. 

^  Is  there  no  one  to  look  after  it  t*  continued  the  traveller. 
*  No  squire,  no  clergyman  ?' 

'  A  fox-huntiug  parson,'  answered  the  coachman;  'who  lives 
half-a-dozen  miles  o£P,  and  gallops  over  for  the  service.' 

Quy  knew  that  the  last  presentation  had  been  sold  in  the 
days  of  his  grandfather's  extravagance,  and  beheld  another  effect 
of  ancestral  sin. 

'  Do  you  know  who  is  the  owner  of  the  place  ?' 

*  Yes,  sir ;  'tis  Sir  Guy  Morville.  You  have  heard  tell  of  the 
old  Sir  Guy  Morville,  for  he  made  a  deal  of  noise  in  the  world.' 

'What!    The  noted ' 

*  I  ought  not  to  allow  you  to  finish  your  sentence,'  said  Guy, 
very  courteously, '  without  telling  you  that  I  am  his  grandson.' 

'  I  b^  your  pardon  I'  exclaimed  the  traveller. 

'  Nay,'  said  Guy,  with  a  smile ;  '  I  only  thought  it  was  fair  to 
tell  you.' 

'Sir  Guy  himself!'  said  the  coachman,  turning  roimd,  and 
touching  lus  hat,  anxious  to  do  the  honours  of  his  coach.  '  I 
have  not  seen  you  on  this  road  before,  sir,  for  I  never  forget  a 
face ;  I  hope  you'll  often  be  this  way.' 

After  a  few  more  civilities,  Guy  was  at  liberty  to  attend  to 
the  fresh  influx  of  sad  musings  on  thoughtless  waste  affecting  not 
only  the  destiny  of  the  individual  himself,  but  whole  generations 
besides.  How  many  souls  might  it  not  have  ruined  ?  '  These 
sheep,  what  had  they  done!'  His  grandfather  had  repented, 
but  who  was  to  preach  repentance  unto  these?  He  did  not 
wonder  now  that  his  own  hopes  of  happiness  had  been  blighted ; 
he  only  marvelled  that  a  bright  present  or  future  had  ever  been 
his — 

While  souLi  were  wandering  far  and  wide. 
And  curses  swaimed  on  every  side. 

The  traveller  was,  meanwhile,  observing  the  heir  of  Bedclyffe, 
possessor  of  wealth  and  wide  Lands.  Little  did  he  guess  how 
that  bright-eyed  youth  looked  upon  his  riches. 

Miles  were  passed  in  one  long  melancholy  musing,  till  Guv 
was  roused  by  the  sight  of  fanSiar  scenes,  and  found  himself 
rattling  over  the  stones  of  the  little  borough  of  Moorworth,  with 
the  grey,  large-windowed,  old-fashioned  houses,  on  each  side, 
lookmg  at  hmi  with  friendly  eyes.    There,  behhid  those  limes 
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cut  out  in  arches,  was  the  commercial  school,  where  he  had  spent 
many  an  hour  in  oonstroing  with  patient  Mr.  Potts ;  and  though 
he  had  now  a  juster  appreciation  of  his  old  master's  erudition, 
which  he  had  once  thought  so  yast,  he  recollected  with  venera- 
tion his  long  and  patient  submission  to  an  irksome,  uncongenial 
life.  Bumbling  on,  the  coach  was  in  the  square  market-place, 
the  odd-looking  octagon  market-house  in  the  middle,  and  the  inn 
— ^the  respectable  old  '  George' — ^with  its  long  rank  of  stables 
and  out-buildings  forming  one  side.  It  was  at  this  inn  that  Guy 
had  been  bom,  and  the  mistress  having  been  the  first  person  whio 
had  him  in  her  arms,  considered  herself  privil^^  to  have  a 
great  affection  for  him,  and  had  delighted  in  the  greetings  he 
always  exchanged  with  her  when  he  put  up  his  pony  at  her 
stable,  and  went  to  his  tutor. 

There  was  a  certainty  of  welcome  here  that  cheered  him,  as 
he  swung  himself  from  the  roof  of  the  coach,  lifted  Bustle 
down,  and  called  out  to  the  barmaid  that  he  hoped  Mrs.  Layers 
was  well. 

The  next  moment  Mrs.  Layers  was  at  the  door  herself,  with 
her  broad,  good-humoured  face,  close  cap,  bright  shawl,  and 
black  gown,  just  as  Guy  always  recollected,  and  mig^t,  if  he 
could,  have  recollected^  when  he  was  bom.  If  she  had  any 
more  guests  she  neither  saw  nor  cared  for  them ;  her  welcome 
was  all  for  him ;  and  he  could  not  but  smile  and  look  cheerful, 
if  only  that  he  might  not  disappoint  her,  feeling,  in  very  truth, 
cheered  and  gratified  by  her  cordiality.  If  he  was  in  a  hurry, 
he  would  not  show  it ;  and  he  allowed  her  to  seat  him  in  her 
own  peculiar  abode,  behind  the  glass-cases  of  tongue  and  cold 
chicken,  told  her  he  came  from  Oxford,  admired  her  good  fire, 
and  warmed  his  hands  over  it,  before  he  even  asked  if  the 
*  something'  had  arrived  which  was  to  take  him  home. 

It  was  coming  to  the  door  at  the  moment,  and  proved  to  be 
Mr.  Markham's  tall,  high-wheeled  gig,  drawn  by  tiie  old  white- 
faced  chestnut,  and  driven  by  Markham  himself — a  short,  sturdy, 
brown-red,  honest-faced  old  man,  with  frosted  hair  and  whiskers, 
an  air  more  of  a  yeoman  than  of  a  lawyer ;  and  though  not  pre- 
cisely gentlemanlike,  yet  not  ungentlemanlike,  as  tl^ore  was  no 
pretension  about  him. 

Guy  darted  out  to  meet  him,  and  was  warmly  shaken  by  the 
hand,  though  the  meeting  was  gruff. 

'  So,  Sir  Guy!  how  d'ye  do  ?  I  wonder  what  brings  you  here 
on  such  short  notice  i  GK)od  morning,  Mrs.  Laven.  &d  roads 
this  winter.' 

'  Good  morning,  Mr.  Markham.  It  is  a  treat,  indeed,  to  have 
Sir  Gby  here  once  more ;  so  grown,  too.' 

b2 
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'  Grown — ^hum  !*  said  Markham,  surveying  him ;  '  I  don't  see 
it.  He'll  never  be  as  tall  as  his  father.  Have  jou  got  your 
thines,  Sir  GKiyP  Ay,  that's  the  way, — care  for  nothing  but 
thea<^.     Gone  on  by  the  coach,  most  likely.' 

They  might  have  been,  for  aught  Guy  knew  to  the  contrary, 
but  Boots  had  been  more  attentive,  and  they  were  right.  Mrs. 
Lavers  begged  he  would  walk  in,  and  warm  himself;  but  Mark- 
ham  answered, — 

'  What  do  you  say.  Sir  Guy?  The  road  is  shocking,  and  it 
will  be  as  dark  as  a  pit  by  the  time  we  get  home.' 

*  Very  well ;  we  wont  keep  old  Whitdace  standing,'  said  Guy. 
'Good-bye,  Mrs.  Lavers;  thank  you.  I  shall  see  you  agam 
before  long.' 

Before  Markham  had  finished  a  short  private  growl  on  the 
shocking  state  of  the  Moorworth  pavement,  and  a  protest  that 
somebody  should  be  called  over  the  coals,  Guy  began, — 

'  What  a  horrible  place  Coombe  Prior  is !' 

'  I  only  know  I  wish  you  had  more  such  tenants  as  Todd,'  was 
Markham's  answer.  '  Pays  his  rent  to  a  day,  and  improves  his 
land.' 

'  But  what  sort  of  man  is  he  P' 

'  A  capital  farmer.  A  regular  screw,  I  believe ;  but  that  is  no 
concern  of  mine.' 

'  There  are  all  the  cottages  tumbling  down.' 

<  Ay  ?  Are  they  P  I  shouldn't  wonder,  for  they  are  all  in  his 
lease ;  and  he  would  not  lay  out  an  unproductive  farthing.  And 
a  precious  bad  lot  they  are  there,  too !  There  were  actually 
tluree  of  them  poaching  in  Clif&tone  hanger  this  autumn ;  but 
we  have  them  in  jail.  A  pretty  pass  of  impudence  to  be  coming 
that  distance  to  poach !' 

Guy  used  to  be  kindled  into  great  wrath  by  the  most  distant 
hint  of  poachers ;  but  now  he  cared  for  men,  not  for  game ;  and 
instead  of  asking,  as  Markham  expected,  the  particulars  of  their 
apprehension,  continued — 

'  The  clergyman  is  that  Halroyd,  is  he  not  P'. 

'  Yes ;  every  one  knows  what  he  is.  I  declare  it  went 
against  me  to  take  his  offer  for  the  living ;  but  it  could  not  be 
helped.  Money  must  be  had;  but  there!  least  said,  soonest 
mended.' 

'  We  must  mend  it,'  said  Guy,  so  decidedly,  that  Markham 
looked  at  him  with  surprise.' 

'  I  don't  see  what's  to  be  done  till  Halroyd  dies ;  and  then 
you  may  give  the  living  to  whom  you  please.  He  lives  so  hard 
he  can't  last  long,  that  is  one  comfort.' 

Guy  sighed  and  pondered ;  and  presently  Markham  resumed 
the  conversation. 
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'And  what  has  brought  you  home  at  a  moment^s  notice? 
You  might  as  well  have  written  two  or  three  days  before,  at 
least.' 

'  I  was  waiting  in  hopes  of  going  to  Holljwell,'  said  Guy, 
sorrowfully. 

'  Well,  and  what  is  iJhe  matter  P  You  have  not  been  quarrel- 
ling with  your  guardian,  I  hope  and  trust !  Going  the  old  way, 
after  all !'  exclaimed  MarlrTm-nn^  not  in  his  usual  gruff,  grumbling 
note,  but  with  real  anxieiy,  and  almost  moumMuess. 

'  He  took  up  some  unjust  suspicion  of  me.  I  could  not  bear 
it  patiently,  and  said  something  that  has  offended  him.' 

'  Oh,  Sir  Guy!  hot  and  fieiy  as  ever.  I  always  told  you  that 
hasty  temper  would  be  the  ruin  of  you.' 

'  Too  true !'  said  Guy,  so  dejectedly,  that  the  old  man  instantly 
g^w  kinder,  and  was  displeased  with  Mr.  Edmonstone. 

'  What  could  he  have  taken  into  his  head  to  suspect  you  of?' 

*  Of  gaming  at  St.  Mildred's.' 

*  You  have  not  ?' 
•Never!' 

*  Then  why  does  not  he  believe  you  ?' 

'  He  thinks  he  has  proof  against  me.  I  can't  guess  how  he 
discovered  it ;  but  I  was  obliged  to  pay  some  money  to  a  gam- 
bling sort  of  man,  and  he  thinks  I  lost  it.' 

*  Then  why  don't  you  show  him  your  accounts  ?' 

*  For  one  reason — ^because  I  have  kept  none.' 

As  if  it  was  an  inmiense  relief  to  his  mind,  Markham  launched 
out  into  a  discourse  on  the  extreme  folly,  imprudence,  and  all 
other  evils  of  such  carelessness.  He  was  so  glad  to  find  this 
was  the  worst,  that  his  lecture  lasted  for  two  miles  and  a  half, 
during  which  Guy,  though  attentive  at  first,  had  ample  space  for 
all  the  thrills  of  recognition  at  each  well-known  spot. 

There  was  the  long  green-wooded  valley  between  the  hills 
where  he  had  shot  his  first  woodcock ;  there  was  the  great  stone 
on  which  he  had  broken  his  best  knife  in  a  fit  of  geological 
research ;  there  was  the  pool  where  he  used  to  skate ;  there  the 
sudden  break  in  the  hills  that  gave  the  first  view  of  the  sea. 
He  could  not  help  springing  up  at  the  sight — ^pale,  leaden,  and 
misty  as  it  was ;  and  though  Markham  forthwith  rebuked  him 
for  not  listening,  his  heart  was  still  beating  as  at  the  first  sight 
of  a  dear  old  friend,  when  that  peep  was  far  behind,  ^ore 
black  heaths,  with  stacks  of  peat  and  withered  ferns.  Guy  was 
straining  his  eyes  far  off  in  the  darkness  to  look  for  the  smoke 
of  the  old  keeper's  cottajze  chimney,  and  could  with  difficulty 
refrain  firom  interrupting  Markham  to  ask  after  the  old  man. 

Another  long  hill,  and  then  began  a  descent  into  a  rich  valley^ 
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beautiful  fields  of  young  wheat,  reddish  soil,  full  of  fatness,  large 
spreading  trees  with  noble  limbs,  cottf^;es,  and  oottsge  gardens^ 
very  unfike  poor  Coombe  Prior;  Markham's  house — a  perfect 
little  snuggery — covered  all  over  with  choice  climbing  plants, 
the  smart  plastered  doctor's  house,  the  Morville  Arms,  looking 
honest  and  venerable,  the  church,  with^its  dispropoitionatelj 
high  tower,  the  parsonage  rather  hidden  behind  it :  and,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  road  the  park-wall  and  the  gate,  where  old 
Sarah  stood,  in  an  ecstasy  of  curtsies. 

Guy  jumped  out  to  meet  her,  and  to  spare  Whitefaoe ;  for 
there  was  a  sharp,  steep  bit  of  hill,  rising  from  the  lodge,  trying 
to  horses,  in  spite  of  the  road  being  cut  out  in  long  spirals.  On 
he  ran,  leaving  the  road  to  Markham,  straight  up  the  high, 
steep,  sHppeiT  green  slope.  He  came  in  sight  of  the  great 
dark-red  sancbtone  pile  of  building ;  but  he  passed  it,  and  ran 
on  to  where  the  ground  rose  on  one  side  of  it  still  more  abruptly, 
and  at  the  highest  point  was  suddenly  broken  away  and  cut  off 
into  a  perpendicular  crag,  descending  in  some  parts  sheer  down 
to  the  sea,  in  others  a  little  broken,  and  giving  space  for 
the  growth  of  stimted  brushwood.    He  stood  at  the  highest 

r'  it,  where  the  precipice  was  most  abrupt.  The  sea  was  dashing 
beneath ;  the  ripple,  dash,  and  roar  were  in  his  ears  once 
more ;  the  wind — auch  wind  as  only  blows  over  the  sea — was 
breathing  on  his  face ;  the  broad,  free  horizon  far  before  him ; 
the  field  of  waves,  in  grey  and  brown  shade  indeed,  but  still  his 
own  beloved  waves ;  the  bay,  shut  in  with  rocks,  and  with  Black 
Shag  Island  and  its  train  of  rocks  projecting  far  out  to  the  west, 
and  ahouMst  immediately  beneath  Imn,  to  the  lefk,  the  little  steep 
street  of  the  fishing  part  of  the  village,  nestled  into  the  cove, 
which  was  formed  by  the  mouth  of  a  little  mountain-stream,  and 
the  dozen  boats  it  could  muster  rocking  on  the  water. 

Guv  stood  and  looked  as  if  he  could  never  cease  looking,  or 
enjoying  the  sea  air  and  salt  breeze.  It  was  real  pleasure  at 
fint,  for  there  were  his  home,  his  friends ;  and  though  there  was 
a  throb  and  tightness  of  heart  at  thinking  how  all  was  changed 
but  such  as  this,  and  how  all  must  change ;  how  he  had  talked 
with  Amy  of  this  very  thing,  and  had  longed  to  have  her  stand- 
ing beside  him  there ;  yet  there  was  more  of  soothing  than  suf- 
fering in  the  sensation. 

So  many  thoughts  rushed  through  his  mind,  that  he  fancied 
he  had  stood  there  a  long  time,  when  he  tum^  and  hastened 
down  again,  but  he  had  been  so  rapid  as  to  meet  Markham  before 
^e  servants  had  had  time  to  miss  him. 

The  servants  were  indeed  few.  There  was,  alas !  William  of 
Deloraine,  waiting  to  hold  Whitefiice ;  there  was  Amaud,  an  old 
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Swiss,  first  courier  and  then  butler  to  old  Sir  Guy ;  there  was 
Mrs.  Drew,  the  housekeeper,  also  a  verj  old  servant ;  and  these 
were  all ;  but  their  welcome  was  of  the  heartiest,  in  feeling,  if 
not  in  demonstratiiHi,  as  the  gig  went  with  an  echoing,  thun- 
dering sound  under  the  deep  archwaj  that  led  into  the  paved 
quadrangle  round  which  the  house  was  built,  that  court  where, 
as  Philip  had  truly  averred,  the  sun  hardly  ever  shone,  so  high 
were  the  walls  on  each  side. 

Up  the  stone  steps  into  the  spacious  dark  hall,  and  into  the 
larse,  gloomy  library,  partially  lighted  by  a  great  wood  fire, 
replying  to  Mrs.  Drew  s  questions  about  his  dinner  and  his 
room,  and  asking  Markham  to  stay  and  dine  with  him,  Guy  at 
length  found  himself  at  home,  in  the  vexr  room  where  he  had 
spent  every  evening  of  his  boyhood,  with  the  same  green  leather 
arm-chair,  in  the  very  place  where  his  grand&ther  used  to  sit. 

Markham  consented  to  dine  with  hun,  and  the  evening  was 
spent  in  talking  over  the  news  of  Beddyffe.  Markham  spoke 
with  much  bitterness  of  the  way  in  which  Captain  Morville  had 
taken  upon  him ;  his  looking  into  the  accounts,  though  any  one 
was  welcome  to  examine  them,  was,  he  thought,  scarcely  becom- 
ing in  so  young  a  man — the  heir-at-law,  too. 

*  He  can't  help  doing  minutely  whatever  he  undertakes,*  said 
Guy.  '  If  you  had  him  here,  you  would  never  have  to  scold  him 
like  me.' 

'  Heaven  forbid !'  said  Markham,  hastily.  *  I  know  the  same 
place  would  not  hold  him  and  me  long.' 

*  You  have  told  me  nothing  of  our  new  vicar.  How  do  you 
get  on  with  him  P' 

'None  the  better  for  that  same  Captain  Morville,'  replied 
MurlrliAinj  plunging  forthwith  into  his  list  of  grievances,  respect- 
ing which  he  was  waging  a  petty  warfare,  in  the  belief  that  he 
was  standing  up  for  his  master's  rights. 

Mr.  Bernard,  the  former  clergyman,  had  been  a  quiet,  old- 
fashioned  man,  very  kind-hearted,  but  not  at  all  active,  and  things 
had  gone  on  in  a  sleepy,  droning,  matter-of-fact  way,  which 
Markham  being  used  to,  thought  exactly  what  ought  to  be. 
Now,  Mr.  Ashford  was  an  energetic  person,  desirous  to  do  his 
utmost  for  the  parish,  and  whatever  he  did  was  an  offence  to 
MarlrKam^  from  the  djulv  servioc,  to  the  objecting  to  the  men 
going  out  fishing  on  Sunday.  He  opposed  every  innovation  witii 
aU  his  might,  and  Captain  Morville's  interfereoce,  which  had 
b<»me  Markham  down  with  Mr.  Edmonstone's  authority,  had 
only  made  him  more  determined  not  to  bate  an  inch.  He  growled 
every  time  Guy  was  inclined  to  believe  Mr.  Ashford  in  the  right, 
and  brought  out  some  fresh  complaint.    The  grand  controversy 
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was  at  present  about  the  school.  There  was  a  dame's  school  in 
the  cove  or  fishing  part  of  the  parish,  maintained  at  the  expense 
of  the  estate,  in  a  small  cottage  far  from  the  church,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ashford  had  fixed  their  eyes  on  a  house  in  the  village,  and 
so  near  the  church  as  to  be  very  convenient  for  a  Sunday  School. 
It  only  wanted  to  be  floored,  and  to  have  a  partition  taken  down, 
but  to  this  Markham  would  not  consent,  treating  it  as  a 
monstrous  proposal  to  take  away  the  school  firom  old  Jenny 
Bobinson. 

*  I  suppose  Mr.  Ashford  meant  to  pension  her  off?'   said  Chiy. 
'  He  did  say  something  about  it ;  but  who  is  to  do  it,  I  shoidd 

like  to  know  ?' 

*  We  are,  I  suppose.' 

'  Pay  two  schoolmistresses  at  once !  One  for  doing  nothing ! 
A  pretty  tolerable  proposal  for  Mr.  Ashford  to  be  making  ?' 

*  I  don't  see  why.     Of  course  it  is  my  business !' 

'  Besides,  I  don't  see  that  she  is  not  as  fit  to  keep  school  as  ever 
she  was.' 

'  That  may  well  be,'  said  Guy,  smiling.  *  We  never  used  to  be 
noted  for  our  learning.' 

'  Don't  you  be  for  bringing  new  lights  into  the  parish,  Sir 
Guy,  or  we  shall  never  have  any  more  peace.' 

'Ishfdl  see  about  old  Jenny,'  answered  Guy.  'As  to  the 
house,  that  must  be  done  directly.  Her  cotti^  is  not  fit  to 
keep  school  in.' 

Grunt,  grunt ;  but  though  a  very  unbending  viceroy,  a  muH 
firom  the  reigning  baronet  had  a  potent  effwb  on  Markham, 
whether  it  was  for  good  or  evil.  He  might  grumble,  but  he 
never  disobeyed,  and  the  boy  he  was  used  to  scold  and  order  had 
found  that  Morville  intonal^on  of  the  must,  which  took  away  all 
idea  of  resistance.     He  still,  however j  remonstrated. 

*  As  you  please,  Sir  Guy,  but  we  shall  have  the  deer  fiightened, 
and  the  plantations  cut  to  pieces,  if  the  boys  fix)m  the  Cove  are 
to  be  crossing  the  park.' 

'  I'll  be  answerable  for  all  the  damage.  If  they  are  once  pro- 
perly spoken  to,  they  will  he  on  honour  to  behave  well.  I  have 
seen  a  little  of  what  a  village  school  ought  to  be  at  East-hill,  and 
I  should  like  to  see  Eedclyle  like  it.' 

Grunt  again ;  and  Guy  found  that  to  make  Markham  amiable, 
he  must  inquire  afber  all  his  nephews  and  nieces. 

All  the  evening  he  had  much  to  occupy  him,  and  the  dreaded 
sense  of  solitude  and  bereavement  did  not  come  on  till  he  had 
parted  with  Markham,  and  stood  alone  before  the  fire  in  the  large, 
gloomy  room,  where  the  light  of  the  lamp  seemed  absorbed  in  the 
darkness  of  the  distant  comers,  and  where  he  had  scarcely  been 
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since  the  moment  when  he  found  his  grandfather  senseless  in  that 
very  chair.  How  different  had  that  room  once  heen  in  his  eyes, 
when  his  happy  spirits  defied  every  association  of  gloom,  and  the 
bookshelves,  the  carved  chairs,  the  heavy  dark-green  curtains,  and 
deep  windows,  were  connected  with  merry  freaks,  earnest  re- 
searches, delightful  achievements  or  discoveries !  How  long  ago 
that  time  seemed !  and  how  changed  was  he ! 

There  was  a  certain  tendency  to  melancholv  in  Guy's  mind. 
High  spirits,  prosperity,  and  self-discipline,  had  kept  it  from  de- 
veloping itself  until  the  beginning  of  his  troubles,  but  since  that 
time  it  had  been  gradually  gaining  ground,  and  this  was  a  time 
of  great  suffering,  as  he  stood  alone  in  his  forefathers'  house,  and 
felt  himself,  in  his  early  youth,  a  doomed  man,  destined  to  bear 
the  penalty  of  their  crimes  in  the  ruin  of  his  dearest  hopes,  as  if 
his  heirloom  of  misery  had  but  waited  to  seize  on  him  till  the 
very  moment  when  it  would  give  him  the  most  to  endure. 

'  But  bear  it  I  must  and  will  V  said  he,  lifbing  his  head  from 
the  carved  chimney-piece,  where  he  had  been  resting  it.  '  I  have 
been  in  will  a  murderer  myself,  and  what  right  have  I  to  repine 
like  the  Israelites,  with  their  self-justifying  proverb  ?  No ;  let 
me  be  thankful  that  I  was  not  given  up  even  then,  but  have  been 
able  to  repent,  and  do  a  Uttle  better  next  time.  It  will  be  a 
blessing  as  yet  ungranted  to  any  of  us,  if  indeed  I  should  bear  to 
the  full  the  doom  of  sorrow,  so  that  it  may  be  vouchsafed  me 
only  to  avoid  actual  guilt.  Yes,  Amy,  your  words  are  still  with 
me — ^^Sintram  conquered  his  doom,' — and  it  was  by  following 
death !  Welcome,  then,  whatever  may  be  in  store  for  me,  were 
it  even  a  long,  cheerless  life  without  you,  Amy.  There  is  another 
world!' 

With  the  energy  of  freshened  resolution,  he  lighted  his  candle, 
and  walked,  with  echoing  steps,  up  the  black  oak  staircase,  along 
the  broad  gallery,  up  another  flight,  down  another  passage,  to  his 
own  room.  He  had  expressly  written  'his  own  room,'  and  con- 
firmed it  on  his  arrival,  or  Mrs.  Drew  would  have  lodged  him  as 
she  thought  more  suitably  for  the  master  of  the  house.  Nothing 
had  been  done  to  alter  its  old  familiar  aspect,  except  lighting  a ' 
fire,  which  he  had  never  seen  there  before.  There  were  all  his 
boyish  treasures,  his  bows  and  arrows,  his  collection  of  birds' 
wings,  his  wonderful  weapons  and  contrivances,  from  his  fire- 
balloon  down  to  the  wren's-egg,  all  just  as  he  left  them,  their 
good  condition  attesting  the  care  that  Mrs.  Drew  had  taken  for 
his  sake. 

He  renewed  his  acquaintance  with  them  with  a  sort  of  r^^tful 
affection  and  superiority ;  but  there  was  a  refreshment  in  these 
old  memories  which  aided  the  new  feeling  of  life  imparted  to  him 
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bj  liis  resolution  to  bear.  Nor  had  be  only  to  bear,  be  had  also 
to  do;  and  before  the  late  hour  at  which  he  fell  asleep,  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  what  was  the  first  step  to  be  taken  about 
Coombe  Priory,  and  had  remembered  with  rgoicing  that  whereas 
he  had  regretted  leaving  the  chapel  at  college  which  had  so  com- 
forted and  helped  him,  there  was  now  daily  service  at  Beddyffe 
Church.  The  last  thing  in  his  mind,  before  reflection  was  lost  in 
sleep,  was  this  stanza, — 

G«leB  from  Heaven,  if  io  He  will, 

Sweeter  znelodiee  may  wake 
On  the  lowly  mountain  rill 

Than  the  meeting  waters  make. 
Who  hath  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
May  be  left,  but  not  alone. 


CJHAPTER  XXII. 

And  when  the  ■olemn  deep  chureh-bell 

Entreats  the  aool  to  pray, 
Hie  midniffht  phantoms  feel  the  spell, 

The  shaaowB  sweep  away. 

Down  the  broad  Vale  of  Tears  9&x, 

The  spectral  camp  is  fled ; 
Faith  smneth  as  a  morning  star, 

Our  ghastly  fean  are  dead.— Lokofellow. 

MB.  ASHFOBD  was  a  connexion  of  Lady  Thomdale's,  and  it 
was  about  a  year  since  the  living  of  Beddyfle  had  been  pre- 
sented to  him.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashford  were  of  course  anxious  to 
learn  all  they  could  about  their  young  squire,  on  whom  the  wel- 
fare of  the  parish  depended,  even  more  than  in  most  cases,  as  the 
whole  was  his  property.  Their  expectations  were  not  raised  by 
Mr.  Markham's  strenuous  opposition  to  all  their  projects,  and  his 
constant  appeals  to  the  name  of '  Sir  GKiy ;'  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  were  pleased  by  the  strong  feeling  of  affection  that  all 
the  villagers  manifested  for  their  landlord. 

The  inhabitants  of  Bedclyffe  were  a  primitive  race,  almost  all 
related  to  each  other,  rough  and  ignorant,  and  with  a  very  strong 
feudal  feeling  for  *Sir  Guy,'  who  was  king,  state,  supreme  authority, 
in  their  eyes ;  and  Mrs.  Ashford  further  found  that  *  Master 
MorviUe,'  as  the  old  women  called  him  in  his  individual  character, 
was  regarded  by  them  with  great  personal  affection. 

On  tiie  occasion  when  Captain  Morville  came  to  Beddyffe,  and 
lefb  James  Thomdale  to  spend  a  couple  of  hours  at  the  parsonage, 
they  interrogated  the  latter  anxiously  on  his  acqtiaintance  with 
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Sir  Guy.  He  had  not  the  least  idea  of  creating  pnjudioe,  indeed, 
he  liked  him  as  a  oompanion,  but  he  saw  everything  through  the 
medium  of  his  friend,  and  spoke  something  to  this  ^eet :  He  was 
very  agreeable ;  they  would  like  his  manners ;  he  was  tolerably 
clever,  but  not  to  be  named  in  the  same  day  with  his  cousin  for 
abilities,  far  less  in  appearanoe.  Very  pleasant,  generally  liked, 
decidedly  a  taking  man ;  but  there  was  some  cloud  over  him  just 
now— debts,  probably.  Morville  had  been  obliged  to  go  to  Ox- 
ford about  it ;  but  ^u:,  Thomdale  did  not  profiess  to  understand  it, 
as  of  coarse  Morville  said  as  little  of  it  as  he  could.  Thereupon 
all  began  to  admire  the  aforesaid  Morville,  already  known  by 
report,  and  whose  fine  oountenanoe  and  sensible  conversation 
confirmed  all  that  had  been  said  of  him. 

And  as,  after  his  interference,  Mr.  Markham's  opposition  be- 
came surly,  as  well  as  sturdy,  and  Sir  Guy's  name  was  sure  to 
stand  arrayed  against  them  whichever  way  they  turned,  the 
younger  part  of  uie  family  learnt  to  reeard  him  somewhat  in  the 
liffht  of  an  enemy,  and  their  elders  awaited  his  majority  with  more 
of  fear  than  of  hope. 

'  Mamma!'  cried  Edward  Ashford,  rushing  in,  so  as  to  bring 
the  first  news  to  his  mother,  who  had  not  been  to  the  early 
service,  *  I  do  believe  Sir  Guy  is  come!' 

'  Sir  Guy  was  at  church !'  shouted  Bobert,  almost  at  the  same 
moment. 

Mr.  Ashford  confirmed  the  intelligence. 

*  I  saw  him  speaking,  after  church,  to  some  of  the  old  men,  so 
afterwards  I  went  to  aak  old  John  Barton,  and  found  him  with 
tears  in  hie  eyes,  positively  trembling  with  delight,  for  he  said  he 
never  thought  to  have  heard  his  cheery  voice  again,  and  that  he 
was  coming  down  by-and-bye  to  see  the  last  letter  from  Ben,  at 
sea.' 

'That  is  very  nice!    Shall  you  call?' 

'  Yes,  Even  if  he  is  only  here  for  a  day  or  two,  it  will  be 
be  better  to  have  made  the  acquaintance.' 

Mr.  Ashford  went  to  the  Park  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  did 
not  return  till  near  four. 

'  Well,'  said  he, '  it  is  as  James  Thomhill  says,  there  is  some- 
thing very  prepossessing  about  him.' 

*  Have  you  been  there  all  this  time  P' 

'Yes.  He  was  not  at  home;  so  I  left  my  card,  and  was 
coming  away,  when  I  met  him  at  the  turn  leading  to  the  Cove. 
He  need  not  have  seen  me  unless  he  had  liked,  but  he  came  up 
in  a  good-natured  cordial  way,  and  thanked  me  for  coming  to 
call.' 

'  Is  he  like  his  cousin  ?' 
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'  Not  in  the  least ;  not  nearly  so  tall  or  so  handsome,  hut  with 
a  very  pleasant  face,  and  seeming  made  up  of  activity,  verj  slight, 
as  if  he  was  all  hone  and  sinew.  He  said  he  was  going  to  see  the 
Christmas  ox  at  the  farm,  and  asked  me  to  come  with  him.  Pre- 
sently we  came  to  a  high  gate,  locked  up.  He  was  over  it  in  an 
instaiat,  hegged  me  to  wait  while  he  ran  on  to  the  farm  for  the 
key,  and  was  back  in  a  second  with  it.' 

'  Did  he  enter  on  any  of  the  disputed  subjects  P 
'  He  began  himself  about  the  school,  saying  the  house  should 
be  altered  directly;  and  talked  over  the  whole  matter  very  satis- 
factorily; imdertook  himself  to  speak  to  Jenny  Bobinson;  and 
was  very  glad  to  hear  you  meant  her  stiU  to  keep  the  infants  at 
the  Cove ;  so  I  hope  that  matter  is  in  a  right  tram.' 

*  K  Mr.  Markham  will  but  let  hun.' 

'  O,  he  is  king  or  more  here !  We  met  Markham  at  the  farm ; 
and  the  first  t^g,  after  looking  at  the  cattle,  Sir  Guy  found 
some  planks  lying  about,  and  said  they  were  the  very  thing  for 
flooring  the  school.  Markham  mentioned  some  bam  they  were 
intended  for,  but  Sir  Ghiy  said  the  school  must  be  attended  to  at 
once,  and  went  with  us  to  look  at  it.  That  was  what  kept  me 
so  long,  measuring  and  calculating ;  and  I  hope  it  may  be  begun 
in  a  week.' 

'  This  is  delightful !    What  more  could  we  wish  P' 

*  I  don't  thiiJc  he  will  give  trouble  in  parish  matters,  and  in 
personal  intercourse  he  wiU  be  sure  to  be  most  agreeable.  I 
wish  I  knew  there  was  nothing  amiss.  It  seems  strange  for 
him  to  come  here  for  the  vacation,  instead  of  going  to  his 
guardian's,  as  usual;  and  altogether  he  had  an  air  of  sadness 
and  depression,  not  like  a  youth,  especially  such  an  active  one. 
I  am  afraid  something  is  wrong;  those  engaging  people  are  often 
unstable.  One  thing  I  forgot  to  tell  you.  We  were  walking 
through  that  belt  of  trees  on  the  east  side  of  the  hiU,  when  he 
suddenly  called  out  to  ask  how  came  the  old  ash-tree  to  be 
marked.  Markham  answered  in  his  gruff  way,  it  was  not  his 
doing,  but  the  Captain's.  He  turned  crimson,  and  began  some 
angry  exclamation ;  but  as  Markham  was  going  on  to  tell  some- 
thing else  about  it,  he  stopped  bim  short,  saying,  '  Never  mind ! 
I  dare  say  it's  all  right.  I  don't  want  to  hear  any  more!' 
And  I  don't  think  he  spoke  much  again  till  we  got  into  the 
village.  I  am  afraid  there  is  some  misunderstanding  between 
the  cousins.' 

'  Or  more  likely  Mr.  Markham  is  teaching  him  some  jealousy 
of  his  heir.  We  could  not  expect  two  Captein  Morvilles  in  one 
family,  and  I  am  glad  it  is  no  worse.' 

All  that  the  Ashfords  further  saw  of  their  young  baronet 
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made  an  impression  in  his  favour ;  every  difficulty  raised  by  the 
steward  disappeared;  their  plans  were  forwaided,  and  they 
heard  of  little  but  his  good-nature  to  the  poor  people;  but  still 
they  did  not  know  how  far  to  trust  these  appearances,  and 
did  not  yet  venture  to  form  an  opinion  on  him,  or  enter  into 
intimacy. 

'  So  the  singers  will  not  come  to  us  on  Christmas  Eve,  be- 
cause they  say  they  must  go  to  the  Park,'  said  Edward,  rather 
savagely. 

'  1  was  thinking,*  said  Mrs.  Ashford,  '  how  forlorn  it  will  be 
for  that  poor  youth  to  spend  his  Chiistmas-day  alone  in  that 
great  house.     Don't  you  think  we  might  ask  him  to  dinner  P 

Before  Mr.  Ashford  could  answer,  the  boys  made  such  an 
uproar  at  the  proposal  of  bringing  a  stranger  to  spoil  their 
Christmas,  that  their  parents  gave  up  the  idea. 

It  was  that  Christmas-day  that  Guv  especially  dreaded,  as 
recalling  so  many  contrasts  both  with  those  passed  here  and  at 
HoUywell.  Since  his  return,  he  had  been  exerting  himself  to 
attend  to  what  he  felt  to  be  his  duty,  going  about  among  his 
people,  arranging  for  their  good  or  pleasure,  and  spending  a  good 
deal  of  time  over  his  studies.  He  had  written  to  Mr.  Boss, 
to  ask  his  advice  about  Coombe  Prior,  and  had  set  MflrHiftm^ 
much  against  his  will,  to  remonstrate  with  Fanner  Todd  about 
the  repairs ;  but  though  there  was  a  sort  of  satisfiaction  in  doin^ 
these  things — ^though  the  attachment  of  his  dependants  soothed 
him,  and  brought  a  new  sense  of  the  relation  between  himself 
and  them — ^though  views  of  usefulness  were  on  each  side  opening 
before  him — yet  there  was  a  dreariness  about  everything;  he 
was  weary  even  while  he  undertook  and  planned  energetically; 
each  new  project  reminding  him  that  there  was  no  Amy  to  plan 
with  him.     He  could  not  sufficiently  care  for  them. 

Still  more  dreary  was  his  return  to  his  old  haunts,  and  to  the 
scenery  which  he  loved,  so  devotedly — ^the  blue  sea  and  purple 
hills,  which  had  been  like  comrades  and  playfellows,  before  he 
had  known  what  it  was  to  have  living  companions.  They  used 
to  be  everything  to  him,  and  he  had  scarcely  a  wish  beyond ; 
afterwards  his  dreams  had  been  of  longing  affection  for  them, 
and  latterly  the  idea  of  seeing  Amy  love  them  and  admire  them 
had  been  connected  with  every  vision  of  them ;  and  now  the 
sight  of  the  reality  did  but  recall  the  sense  that  their  charm  had 
departed ;  they  could  no  longer  suffice  to  him  as  of  old ;  and 
their  presence  brought  back  to  him,  with  firesh  jpangs  of  dis- 
appointment, the  thought  of  lost  happiness  and  rumed  hopes,  as 
if  Amy  alone  could  restore  their  value. 

The  depression  of  his  spirits  inclined  him  to  dwell  at  present 
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more  on  the  melancholy  hisix)rj  of  his  parents  thim  on  anything 
else.  He  had  hitherto  only  heard  the  hrief  nanation  of  his 
grandfather,  when  he  could  ask  no  questions;  but  he  now 
obtained  full  particulars  from  Markham,  who,  when  he  found 
him  bent  on  hearing  all,  related  everything,  perhaps  intending 
it  as  a  warning  against  the  passions  which,  when  onoe  called 
into  force,  he  dreaded  to  find  equally  ungoYemable  in  his  present 
master. 

Mr.  Morville  had  been  his  great  pride  and  gloiy,  and,  in  fact, 
had  been  so  lefb<to  his  care,  as  to  have  been  regarded  like  a  son 
of  his  own.  He  had  loved  him,  if  possible,  letter  than  Ouy, 
because  he  had  been  more  his  own ;  he  had  chosen  his  school, 
and  given  him  all  the  reproofs  which  had  ever  been  bestowed 
on  hm  with  his  good  in  view ;  and  how  he  had  grieved  for  him 
was  never  known  to  man.  It  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever 
talked  it  over ;  and  he  described,  with  strong,  deep  feeling,  the 
noble  face  and  bearing  of  the  dark-eyed,  gallant-looking,  trip- 
ling, his  generosity  and  high  spirit  tainted  and  ruined  by  his 
wild  temper  and  impatience  of  restraint.  There  seemed  to  have 
been  a  great  sweetness  of  disposition,  excellent  impulses,  and  so 
strong  a  love  of  his  father,  in  spite  of  early  neglect  and  present 
resentment,  as  showed  what  he  might  have  been  with  only 
tolerable  training,  which  gave  Guy's  idea  of  him  more  indivi* 
duality  than  it  had  ever  had  before,  and  made  him  better  under- 
stand what  his  unhappy  grandfiither's  remorse  had  been.  Ghiy 
doubted  for  a  moment  whether  it  had  not  been  selfish  to  make 
Markham  narrate  the  history  of  the  time  when  he  had  su£Eered  so 
much ;  and  Markham,  when  he  had  been  led  into  telling  it,  and 
saw  the  deepening  sadness  on  his  young  master's  countenance, 
wished  it  had  not  been  told,  and  ended  by  saying  it  was  of  no 
use  to  stir  up  what  was  better  forgotten. 

He  would  have  regretted  the  telling  it  still  more  if  he  had 
known  how  Guy  acted  it  all  over  in  his  solitude ;  picturing  his 
father  standing  an  outcast  at  the  door  of  Ins  own  home,  Yielding 
his  pride  and  resentment  for  the  sake  of  his  wife,  ready  to  do 
anything,  yearning  for  reconciliation,  longing  to  tread  once  more 
the  friendly,  familiar  hall,  and  meeting  only  the  angry  repulse 
and  cruel  taunt!  He  imagined  the  headlong  passion,  the 
despair,  the  dashing  on  his  horse  in  whirlwind-like  swiftness ; 
then  the  blow — ^the  fall — the  awful  stillness  of  the  form  carried 
back  to  his  father's  house,  and  laid  on  that  table  a  dead  man ! 
Fierce  wrath — then  another  world !  Quy  worked  himself  up  in 
imagining  the  horror  of  the  scene,  till  it  was  almost  as  if  he  had 
been  an  actor  in  it. 

Yet  he  had  never  caj?ed  so  mtich  for  the  thought  of  his  fikther 
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as  for  his  mother.-  .  His  yearning  for  her  which  he  had  felt  in 
earlj  days  at  Hollywell,  had  returned  in  double  force,  as  he  now 
fancied  that  she  would  have  been  here  to  comfort  him,  and  to 
share  his  grief,  to  be  a  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  whose  love  no  fault 
and  no  offence  could  ever  cancel. 

He  rode  to  Moorworth,  and  made  Mrs.  Layers  tell  him  all  she 
remembered.  She  was  nothing  loath,  and  related  how  she  had 
been  surprised  by  Mr.  Morville  arriving  with  his  fair,  shrinking 
young  wife,  and  how  she  had  rejoiced  in  his  coming  home  again. 
She  described  Mrs.  Morville  with  beautiful  blue  eyes  and  flaxen 
hair,  looking  pale  and  delicate,  and  with  clinging  caressing  ways 
like  a  little  child  afraid  to  be  left. 

'Poor  thing!'  said  Mrs.  Lavers,  wiping  her  eyes;  'when  he 
was  g^ing,  she  dung  about  him,  and  cried,  and  was  so  timid 
about  bemg  left,  tluit  at  last  he  called  me,  and  begged  me  to 
stay  with  her,  and  take  care  of  her.  It  was  veiy  pi«tty  to  see 
how  gentle  and  soft  he  was  to  her,  sharp  and  hasfy  as  he  was 
with  most ;  and  she  would  not  let  him  go,  coaxing  him  not  to 
stay  away  long;  till  at  last  he  put  her  on  the  sofa,  saying, 
'  There,  there,  Marianne,  that  will  do.  Only  be  a  good  child, 
and  1*11  come  for  you.'  I  never  forget  those  words,  for  they 
were  the  last  I  ever  heard  him  speak.' 

'Well?' 

'  Poor  dear!  she  cried  heartily  at  first;  but  after  a  time  she 
cheered  up,  and  quite  made  friends  with  me.  I  remember  she 
told  me  which  were  Mr.  Morville's  favourite  songs,  and  sang 
little  scraps  of  them.' 

'Can  you  remember  what  they  were?*  eagerly  exclaimed 
Guy. 

'Law,  no,  sir;  I  never  had  no  head  for  music.  And  she 
laughed  about  her  journey  to  Scotland,  and  got  into  spirits,  only 
she  could  not  bear  I  should  go  out  of  the  room ;  and  after  a 
time  she  grew  very  anxious  for  him  to  come  back.  I  made  her 
some  tea,  and  tried  to  get  her  to  bed,  but  she  would  not  go, 
though  she  seemed  veiy  tired ;  for  she  said  Mr.  Morville  would 
come  to  take  her  to  Bedclyffe,  and  she  wanted  to  hear  all  about 
the  great  house,  listening  for  him  all  the  time,  and  I  trying  to 
quiet  her,  and  telling  her  the  longer  he  stayed  the  better  chance 
there  was.  Then  came  a  call  for  me,  and  down  stairs  I  found 
everything  in  confusion;  the  news  had  come — I  never  knew 
how.  I  had  not  had  time  to  hear  it  rightly  myself,  when  there 
was  a  terrible  cry  from  up-stairs.  Poor  thing!  whether  she 
thought  he  was  come,  or  whether  her  mind  misgave  her,  she 
had  come  after  me  to  the  head  of  the  stairs,  and  heurd  what  they 
were  saying.    I  don't  believe  she  ever  rightly  knew  what  had 
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happened,  for  before  I  could  get  to  her  she  had  fainted ;  and  she 
was  very  ill  from  that  moment.' 

*  And  it  was  the  next  day  she  died !'  said  Ghiy,  looking  up, 
after  a  long  silence.  '  Did  i^e — could  she  take  any  notice  of 
me?' 

*  No,  sir ;  she  liyed  hut  half  an  hour,  or  haxdly  that,  after  you 
were  bora.  I  told  her  it  was  a  son ;  but  she  was  not  able  to 
hear  or  mind  me,  and  sank  away,  fainting  like.  I  fancied  I  heard 
her  say  something  like  '  Mr.  Morville,'  but  I  don't  know;  and 
her  breath  was  very  soon  gone.  Poor  dear !'  added  Mrs.  Lavers, 
wiping  away  her  tears.  '  I  grieved  for  her  as  if  she  had  been 
my  own  child ;  but  then  I  thought  of  her  waking  up  to  hear 
he  was  dead.  I  Uttle  thought  then,  Sir  Guy,  that  I  should 
ever  see  you  stand  there, — strong  and  well  grown.  I  almost 
thought  you  were  dead  already  when  I  sent  for  Mr.  Harrison  to 
baptize  you.' 

'  Was  it  you  that  did  so  ?'  said  Guy,  his  face,  mournful  before, 
lighting  up  in  a  sudden  beam  of  gratitude.  '  Then  I  have  to 
thank  you  for  more  than  all  the  world  besides.' 

'  Law,  sir !'  said  Mrs.  Lavers,  smiling,  and  looking  pleased, 
though  as  if  but  half  entering  into  his  meanii^.  '  Yes,  it  was 
in  that  very  china  bowl ;  I  have  kept  it  choice  ever  since,  and 
never  let  it  be  used  for  anything.  I  thought  it  was  making  very 
bold,  but  the  doctor  and  all  thought  you  could  not  live,  and 
Mr.  Harrison  might  judge.  I  was  very  glad  just  before  he  came, 
that  Mr.  Markham  came  from  Eedclyffe.  He  had  not  been  able 
to  leave  poor  Sir  GKiy  before. 

Guy  soon  after  set  out  on  his  homeward  ride.  His  yearning 
to  hear  of  his  mother  had  been  satisfied ;  but  though  he  could 
still  love  the  fair,  sweet  vision  summoned  up  by  her  name,  he 
was  less  disposed  to  feel  that  it  had  been  hard  upon  him  that 
she  died,  it  was  not  Amy.  In  spite  of  his  tender  compassion 
and  affection,  he  knew  that  he  had  not  lost  a  Verena  in  her. 
None  could  occupy  that  place  save  Amy;  and  his  mind,  from 
custom,  reverted  to  Amy  as  still  his  own,  thrilled  like  a  freshly- 
touched  wound,  and  tried  to  realize  the  solace  that  even  yet  she 
might  be  praying  for  him. 

It  was  dr^iriness  and  despondency  by  day,  and  he  struggled 
with  it  by  energy  and  occupation ;  but  it  was  something  even 
worse  in  the  evening,  in  the  dark,  solitary  library,  where  the 
very  size  of  the  room  gave  an  additional  sense  of  loneliness ; 
and  in  the  silence  he  could  hear,  through  the  closed  shutters, 
the  distant  plash  and  surge  of  the  tide, — a  sound,  of  which,  in 
former  years,  he  had  never  been  sensible.  There,  evening  after 
evening,  he  sat, — ^his  attention  roaming  from  his  employment  to 
feed  on  his  sad  reflections. 
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One  evening  he  went  to  the  large  dark  dining-room,  unlocked 
the  door,  which  echoed  far  through  the  house,  and  found  his 
way  through  the  packed-up  furniture  to  a  picture  against  the 
w^,  to  which  he  held  up  his  light.  It  was  a  portrait  hy  Lely, 
a  half-length  of  a  young  man,  one  hand  on  his  sword,  the  other 
holding  his  plumed  hat.  His  dark  chesnut  hair  fell  on  each  side 
of  a  hright  youthful  face,  full  of  life  and  health,  and  with  eyes 
which,  even  in  painting,  showed  what  their  vividness  must  have 
been.  The  countenance  was  full  of  spirit  and  joy;  but  the 
mouth  was  more  hard  and  stem  than  suited  the  rest ;  and  there 
was  something  in  the  strong,  determined  grasp  of  the  sword, 
which  made  it  seem  as  if  the  hand  might  be  a  characteristic 
portrait.  In  the  comer  of  the  picture  was  the  name—**  Hugo 
Morville.    Mt,  20, 1671.' 

Guy  stood  holding  up  his  light,  and  looking  fixedly  at  it  for  a 
considerable  time.  Strange  thoughts  passed  through  his  mind 
as  the  pictured  eyes  seemed  to  gaze  piercingly  down  into  his 
own.    When  he  turned  away,  he  muttcared  aloud, — 

*  He,  too,  would  have  said — *  Is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he 
should  do  this?" 

It  seemed  to  him  as  if  he  had  once  been  in  a  happier,  better 
world,  with  the  future  dawning  brightly  on  him ;  but  as  if  that 
once  yielding  to  the  passions  inherited  firom  that  wretched  man, 
had  brought  on  him  the  doom  of  misery.  He  had  opened  the 
door  to  the  powers  of  evil,  and  must  bear  the  penalty. 

These  fe^ings  might  partly  arise  from  its  having  been  only 
now  that,  had  all  been  well,  he  could  have  been  with  Amabel ; 
so  that  it  seemed  as  if  he  had  never  hitherto  appreciated  the 
loss.  He  had  at  first  comforted  himself  by  thinking  it  waa 
better  to  be  without  her  than  to  cause  her  distress ;  but  now  he 
found  how  hard  it  was  to  miss  her — ^his  bright  angel.  Darknesa 
was  closing  on  him;  a  tedious,  aimless  life  spread  out  before 
him ;  a  despair  of  doing  good  haunted  him,  and  with  it  a  sense 
of  something  like  the  presence  of  an  evil  spirit  triumphing  in 
his  having  once  put  himself  within  its  grasp. 

It  was  well  for  Guy  that  he  was  naturally  active,  and  had  ac« 
quired  power  over  his  own  mind.  He  would  not  allow  himself  ta 
brood  over  these  thoughts  by  day,  and  in  the  evening  he  busied 
himself  as  much  as  possible  with  his  studies,  or  in  going  over 
with  Markham  matters  that  would  be  useful  to  him  to  know 
when  he  came  to  the  management  of  his  property.  Yet  still 
these  thoughts  would  thicken  on  him,  in  spite  of  himself,  every 
evening  when  he  sat  alone  in  the  library* 

The  late  hours  of  Christmas  Eve  was  the  time  when  he  had 
most  to  suffer.    The  day  had  been  gloomy  and  snowy,  and  he  had 
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spent  it  almost  entirely  in  solitude,  with  no  companion  or  diver* 
sion  to  restore  the  tone  of  his  mind,  when  he  had  tried  it  with 
hard  study.  He  tried  to  read,  but  it  would  not  do ;  and  he  was 
reduced  to  sit  looking  at  the  fire,  recalling  this  time  last  year, 
when  he  had  been  cutting  holly,  helping  the  sisters  to  deck  the 
house,  and  in  the  evening  enjoying  a  merry  Christmas  party,  full 
of  blitheness  and  glee,  where  there  werBj  of  course,  special  recol- 
lections of  Amabcd. 

As  usual,  he  dwelt  on  the  contrast,  mused  on  the  estrangement 
of  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  and  tormented  himself  about  Charles's 
silence,  till  he  fell  into  the  more  melancholy  train  of  thought  of 
the  destiny  of  his  race. 

Far  better  for  him  to  bear  all  alone  than  to  bring  on  Amy 
grief  and  horror,  such  as  had  fallen  on  his  own  mother ;  but  it 
was  much  to  beiar  that  loneliness  and  desolation  for  a  lifetime. 
The  brow  was  contracted,  and  the  lip  drawn  into  a  resolute  ex- 
pression of  keeping  down  suffering,  like  that  of  a  man  enduring 
acute  bodily  pain ;  as  Quy  was  not  yielding,  he  was  telling  him- 
self—telling  the  tempter,  who  woula  have  made  him  give  up  the 
struggle — ^that  it  was  only  for  a  life,  and  that  it  was  shame  and 
ingratitude  to  be  faint-hearted  on  the  ver^  night  when  he  ought 
to  be  reioidng  that  One  had  come  to  rum  the  power  of  the  foe, 
^ndsethim&ee.  But  where  was  his  rejoicing  ?  Was  he  cheered, — 
was  he  comforted  P  Was  not  the  lone,  blank  despondency  that 
had  settled  on  him  more  heavily  than  ever,  a  token  that  he  was 
shut  out  from  all  that  was  good, — ^nay,that  in  former  years  there 
had  been  no  true  joy  in  him,  only  enjoyment  of  tempond  pleasure? 
Had  his  best  days  of  happiness  been,  then,  nothing  but  hollow- 
ness  and  self-deception  P 

At  that  moment  the  soimd  of  a  Christmas  carol  came  faintly  on 
his  ear.  It  was  one  of  those  tunes  which,  when  the  village  choir 
were  the  only  musicians  he  knew,  he  had  thought  unrivalled ; 
.  and  now,  even  to  his  tutored,  delicate  ear,  sofbened  as  it  was  by 
.  distance,  and  endeared  by  association,  it  was  full  of  refreshing, 
soothing  harmony.  He  undrew  the  curtain,  opened  the  shutter, 
and  looked  into  the  court,  where  he  saw  some  figures  standing. 
As  soon  as  the  light  shone  from  the  window,  the  carol  was  re- 
sumed, and  the  familiar  tones  were  louder  and  harsher ;  but  he 
loved  them,  with  all  their  rudeness  and  dissonance,  and  throwing 
up  the  window,  called  the  singers  by  name,  asUng  why  they 
stood  out  in  the  snow,  instead  of  coming  into  the  haB,  as  usual. 

The  oldest  of  the  set  came  to  the  window  to  answer, — so  old 
a  man  that  his  voice  was  cracked,  and  his  performance  did  more 
luurm  than  good  in  the  psalms  at  church. 

'  You  flee,  Sir  Ouy,'  said  he,  *  there  was  some  of  us  thought  you 
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might  not  like  to  have  us  coming  and  sin^g  like  old  times, 
'cause  'tis  not  all  as  it  used  to  be  here  with  joo.  Yet  we  didn't 
like  not  to  come  at  all,  when  joa  had  been  away  so  long,  so  we 
settled  just  to  begin,  and  see  whether  you  took  any  notice.' 

<  Thimk  yon.  It  was  a  very  kind  thought,  James,'  said  Guy, 
touched  by  the  rough  delicacy  of  feeling  manifested  by  these  poor 
men ;  '  I  had  rather  hear  the  carols  tlum  anytlfing.  Come  to  the 
front  door ;  I'll  let  you  in.' 

*  Thank  you,  sir,'  with  a  most  grateful  touch  of  the  hat;  and 
Guy  hastened  to  set  things  in  order,  preferring  the  carols  to  every- 
thing at  that  moment,  even  though  disabused  of  his  pristine  ad- 
miration for  James  Robinson's  fiddle,  and  for  Harry  Bay's  grand 
shake.  A  long  space  was  spent  in  listening,  and  a  still  longer  in 
the  endeavour  to  show  what  Mr.  Ashford  meant  by  suggesting 
some  improvements  which  they  were  regarding  with  disUke  and 
suspicion,  till  they  found  Sir  Guy  was  of  the  same  mind.  In 
fact,  when  he  had  sung  a  verse  or  two  to  illustrate  his  meaning, 
the  opinion  of  the  choir  was,  thai,  with  equal  advantages.  Sir  Gnj 
might  sing  quite  as  well  as  Harry  Ray. 

It  was  the  first  time  he  had  heard  his  own  voice,  except  at 
church,  since  the  earlier  days  at  St.  Mildred's,  but  as  he  went  up 
the  long  stairs  and  galleries  to  bed,  he  found  himself  still  singing. 
It  wasy 

Who  lives  forlorn. 
On  God's  own  word  doth  rest. 
His  path  is  bright 
With  heavenly  light. 
His  lot  among  tJie  Uest. 

He  wondered,  and  remembered  finding  nnisic  for  it  with  Amy's 
help.  He  sighed  heavily,  but  the  anguish  of  feeling,  the  sense  of 
being  in  the  power  of  evil,  had  insensibly  left  him,  and  though 
sad  and  oppressed,  the  unchangeable  joy  and  hope  of  Christmas 
were  shedding  a  beam  on  him. 

They  were  not  gone  when  he  awoke,  and  rose  to  a  solitaxy 
breakfast  without  one  Christmas  greeting.  The  light  of  the  other 
life  was  beginning  to  shine  out,  and  mi^e  him  see  how  to  do  and 
to  bear,  with  that  hope  before  him.  The  hope  was  becoming  less 
vague ;  the  resolution,  though  not  more  firm,  yet  less  desponding, 
that  he  would  go  on  to  grapple  with  temptation,  and  work  stead- 
fastly ;  and  with  that  hope  before  him,  he  now  felt  that  even  a 
lifetime  without  Amy  would  be  endurable. 

The  power  of  rejcncing  came  more  fully  at  church,  and  the  ser- 
vice entered  into  his  soul  as  it  never  had  done  before.  It  had 
never  been  such  happiness,  though  repentance  and  mournful  feel- 
ings were  ever  present  with  him;  nor  was  his  *  Yerena.'  ab8e^t 
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from  his  mind.  He  walked  about  between  the  services,  saw  the 
poor  people  dining  in  their  holly-decked  houses,  exchanging 
Christmas  wishes  with  them,  and  gave  his  old,  beautiftd,  bright 
smile  as  he  received  demonstrations  of  their  attachment,  or  beheld 
their  enjoyment.  He  went  home  in  the  dark,  allowed  Mrs.  Drew 
to  have  her  own  way,  and  serve  him  and  Bustle  with  a  dinner 
sufficient  for  a  dozen  people,  and  was  shut  up  for  the  solitary 
Christmas  evening  which  he  had  so  much  dreaded,  and  which 
would  have  been  esteemed  a  misfortune  even  by  those  who  had 
no  sad  thoughts  to  occupy  them. 

Yet  when  the  clock  struck  eleven  he  was  surprised,  and  owned 
that  it  had  been  more  than  not  being  unhappy.  The  dark  fiends 
of  remorse  and  despair  had  not  once  assaulted  him,  yet  it  had  not 
been  by  force  of  employment  that  they  had  been  averted.  He 
had  read  and  written  a  little,  but  very  little,  and  the  time  had 
chiefly  been  spent  in  a  sort  of  day-dream,  though  not  of  a  return 
to  Holly  well,  nor  of  what  Eedclyffe  might  be  with  Amy.  It  had 
been  of  a  darkened  and  lonely  course,  yet,  in  another  sense,  neither 
dark  nor  lonely,  of  a  cheerless  home  and  round  of  duties,  -with  a 
true  home  beyond;  and  still  it  had  been  a  happy,  refreshing 
dream,  and  he  began  the  next  morning  with  the  fresh,  brightened 
spirit  of  a  man  who  felt  that  such  an  evening  was  sent  him  to 
reinvigorate  his  enei^es,  and  fit  him  for  the  immediate  duties 
that  lay  before  him. 

On  the  breakfast-table  was  what  he  had  not  seen  for  a  long 
time — a  letter  directed  to  him.  It  was  from  Mr.  Boss,  in  answer 
to  his  question  about  Coombe  Prior,  entering  readily  into  the 
subject,  and  advising  him  to  write  to  the  Bishop,  altogether  with 
a  tone  of  friendly  interest  which,  (especially  as  coming  from  one 
so  near  Holly  well,  was  a  great  pleasure,  a  real  Christmas  treat. 
There  was  the  wonted  wish  of  the  season — a  happy  Christmas — 
which  he  took  gratefully,  and  lastly  there  was  a  mention  that 
Charles  Edmonstone  was  better,  the  suffering  over,  though  he 
was  not  yet  allowed  to  move. 

It  was  a  new  light  that  Charles's  silence  had  been  occasioned 
by  illness,  and  his  immediate  resolution  was  to  write  at  once  to 
Mr.  Boss,  to  beg  for  further  particulars.  In  the  meantime,  the 
perception  that  there  had  been  no  estrangement  was  such  a  ray  as 
can  hardly  be  imagined  without  knowing  the  despondency  it  had 
enlivened.  The  truth  was,  perhaps,  that  the  tone  of  mind  was 
recovering,  and  after  having  fixed  himself  in  his  resolution  to  en- 
dure, he  was  able  to  receive  comfort  and  refr^hment  from  without 
as  well  as  from  within. 

He  set  to  work  to  write  at  once  to  the  Bishop,  as  Mr.  Boss 
advised.    He  said  he  could  not  bear  to  lose  time,  and  therefore 
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wrote  at  once.  He  should  be  of  age  on  the  28th  of  March,  and 
he  hoped  then  to  be  able  to  arrange  for  a  stipend  for  a  curate,  if 
the  Bishop  approved,  and  would  kindly  enter  into  communication 
on  the  appointment  with  Mr.  Halroyd,  the  incimibent.  After 
considering  his  letter  a  little  while,  and  wishing  he  was  suffi* 
ciently  intimate  with  Mr.  Ashford  to  ask  him  if  it  would  do,  he. 
wrote  another  to  Mr.  Boss,  to  inquire  after  Charles ;  then  he 
worked  for  an  hour  at  mathematics,  till  a  message  came  from  the 
gamekeeper  to  ask  whether  he  would  go  out  shooting,  whereat 
Bustle,  evidently  understanding,  jump^  about,  and  wagged  his 
tail  so  imploringly,  that  Guy  could  not  resist ;  so  he  threw  his 
books  upon  the  t(^  of  the  great  pile  on  the  sofa,  and,  glad  that  at 
least  he  could  gratify  dog  and  man,  he  sent  word  that  he  should 
be  ready  in  five  minutes. 

He  could  not  help  enjoying  the  ecstasy  of  all  the  dogs,  and^ 
indeed,  he  was  surprised  to  find  himself  fully  alive  to  the  delight 
of  forcing  his  way  through  a  furze-brake,  hearing  the  ice  in  the 
peaty  bogs  crackle  beneath  his  feet ;  getting  a  good  shot,  bringing 
down  his  bird,  finding  snipes,  and  diving  into  the  depths  of  the 
long,  winding  valleys  and  dingles,  with  the  icicle-hung  banks  of 
their  streamikts.  He  came  home  through  the  village  at  about 
half-past  three  o'clock,  sending  the  keeper  to  leave  some  of  his 
game  at  the  parsonage,  while  he  went  himself  to  see  how  the 
work  was  getting  on  at  the  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashford  and 
the  boys  were  come  on  the  same  errand,  in  spite  of  the  cloud  of 
dust  rising  from  the  newly-demolished  lath-and-^laster  partition. 
The  boys  looked  with  longing  eyes  at  the  gun  in  his  hand,  and 
the  half-frozen  compoimd  of  black  and  red  mud  on  his  gidters ; 
but  they  were  shy,  and  their  enmity  added  to  their  shvness,  so 
that  even  when  he  shook  hands  with  them,  and  spoke  good* 
naturedly,  they  did  not  get  beyond  a  monosyllable. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashford,  feelmg  some  compunction  for  having 
left  him  to  his  solitude  so  long,  asked  him  to  dinner  for  one  of 
the  ensuing  days,  with  some  idea  of  getting  some  one  to  meet  him, 
and  named  six  o'clock. 

*  Wont  that  put  you  out  ?  Don't  you  alwavs  dine  early?'  said 
he.  '  J£  you  would  let  me,  I  should  like  to  jom  you  at  your  tea- 
time.' 

'  If  you  will  endure  a  host  of  children,'  said  Mr.  Ashford. 

'  I  should  like  it  of  all  things,'  said  Ghij.  *  I  want  to  make 
acquaintance  very  much,'  and  he  put  his  hand  on  Bobert'a 
shoulder.  '  Besides,  I  want  to  talk  to  you  about  the  singing, 
and  how  we  are  to  get  rid  of  that  fiddle  without  breaking  James 
Bobinson's  heart.' 

The  appointment  was  made,  and  Ghiy  went  home  to  his  hasty 
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dinner,  his  Greek,  and  a  little  refreshing  retom  afterwards  to  the 
books  which  had  been  the  delight  of  jonnger  days.  There  was 
no  renewal  of  the  burthen  of  despair  that  had  so  long  haunted  his 
evenings.  Employments  thickened  on  his  hands  as  the  days 
passed  on.  There  was  further  correspondence  about  Coombe 
Prior  and  the  curate,  and  consultations  with  Markham  about 
&rmer  Todd,  who  was  as  obstinate  and  troublesome  as  possible. 
Ghiy  made  Markham  come  to  Coombe  Prior  with  him,  examine 
and  calculate  about  the  cottages,  and  fairly  take  up  the  subject, 
though  without  much  apparent  chance  of  coming  to  any  satisfac- 
tory result.  A  letter  came  from  Mr.  Boss,  telling  him  even  more 
th^  he  had  ventured  to  hope,  for  it  brought  a  message  from 
Charles  himself.  Charles  had  been  delighted  to  hear  of  him,  and 
had  begged  that  he  might  be  told  how  very  sony  he  had  been 
not  to  write ;  and  how  incapable  he  had  been,  and  still  was ;  but 
that  he  hoped  Ghiy  would  write  to  him,  and  believe  him  in  the 
same  mind.  Mr.  Boss  added  an  account  of  Charles's  illness, 
saying  the  suffering  had  been  more  severe  than  usual,  and  had 
totally  disabled  him  for  many  weeks ;  that  they  had  since  called 
in  a  London  surgeon,  who  had  given  him  hope  that  he  might  be 
better  now  than  ever  before,  but  had  prescribed  absolute  rest  for 
at  least  six  weeks  longer,  so  that  Charles  was  now  flat  on  his 
back  all  day,  beginning  to  be  able  to  be  amused,  and  very  cheerful 
and  patient. 

The  pleasure  of  enteruig  into  communication  with  HoUywell 
again,  and  knowing  that  Charles  at  least  would  be  glad  to  hear 
from  him,  was  so  exquisite,  that  he  was  almost  surprised,  con- 
sidering that  in  essentials  he  was  where  he  was  before,  and  even 
Charles  could  not  be  Amy. 


CHAPTEB  XXin. 

They  hadna  sailed  a  league,  a  league, 

A  league,  but  barely  three. 
When  the  lift  grew  diurk,  and  the  wind  grew  loud. 

And  guily  grew  the  sea. 

Sir  Patrick  Spens.— (0{(2  Ballad.) 

GUY'S  evening  with  the  Ashfords  threw  down  many  of  the 
barriers  in  the  way  of  intimacy.  He  ^on  made  friends 
with  the  children,  beginning  with  the  two  years  old  baby,  and 
ending  with  gaining  even  the  shy  and  sturdy  Bobin,  who  could 
not  hold  out  any  longer,  when  it  appeared  that  Sir  Guy  could 
tell  him  the  best  place  for  finding  sea-urchins,  the  present  objects 
of  his  affections. 
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'  But  we  should  have  to  go  through  the  park,*  said  Edward, 
disconsolately,  when  GKiy  hid  described  the  locality. 

*  Well,  why  not?' 

'  We  must  not  go  into  the  park  V  cried  the  children,  in  choros. 

'Not  go  into  the  park!'  exclaimed  Guy,  looking  at  Mrs* 
Ashford,  in  amazement ;  then,  as  it  flashed  on  him  that  it  was 
his  part  to  give  leave,  he  added, — '  I  did  not  know  I  was  such  a 
dog  in  the  manger.  I  thought  all  the  pftrish  walked  naturally 
in  the  park.  I  don't  know  what  else  it  is  good  for.  If  Markham  ^ 
will  lock  it  up,  I  must  tell  him  to  give  you  a  key.' 

The  boys  were  to  come  the  neidb  day — to  be  shown  the  way 
to  the  bay  of  urchins,  and  thenceforth  they  became  his  constant 
followers  to  such  a  degree,  that  their  parents  feared  they  were 
very  troublesome,  but  he  assured  them  to  the  contrary;  and  no 
mother  in  the  world  could  have  found  it  in  her  hetfft  to  keep 
them  away  from  so  much  happiness.  There  was  continually  a 
rushing  home  with  a  joyou3  outcry, — ^^ Mamma!  Sir  Guy  gave 
me  a  ride  on  his  horse !'  '  Mamma !  Sir  Guy  helped  us  to  the 
top  of  that  great  rock !'  '  Oh,  papa !  Sir  Guy  says  we  may 
come  out  shooting  with  him  to-morrow,  if  you  ^nll  let  us !' 
*  Mamma !  pi^  1  look !  Do  you  see  ?'  I  shot  this  rabbit  mj 
own  self  with  Sir  Guy's  gun  1'  '  Papa !  papa !  Sir  Guy  showed 
us  his  boat,  and  he  says  he  will  take  us  out  to  the  Shag  Bock,  if 
you  will  give  us  leave !' 

This  was  beyond  what  papa,  still  further  beyond  what  mamma, 
could  like,  since  the  sea  was  often  very  rough  in  parts  near  the 
Shag ;  there  were  a  good  many  sunken  rocks,  and  boys,  water, 
and  rocks,  did  not  appear  by  any  means  a  safe  conjunction,  so 
Mrs.  Ashford  put  the  matter  off  for  the  present  by  the  unsea- 
sonableness  of  the  weather ;  and  Mr.  Ashford  asked  one  or  two 
of  the  fishermen  how  far  they  thought  landing  on  the  Shag  a 
prudent  attempt. 

They  did  not  profess  to  have  often  tried,  they  always  avoided 
those  rocks ;  but  it  could  hardly  be  very  dangerous,  they  said, 
for  when  Sir  Guy  was  a  boy,  he  used  to  be  abmit  there  for  ever, 
at  first  with  an  old  boatnian,  and  afterwards  alone  in  his  litUe 
boat.  They  had  often  wondered  he  was  trusted  there ;  but  if 
any  one  knew  the  rocks,  he  did. 

Still,  Mrs.  Ashford  could  not  make  up  her  mind  to  like  the 
idea,  and  the  boys  came  to  Sir  Guy  in  a  state  of  great  dis- 
composure. 

'Never  mind,'  he  said,  ^perhaps  we  shall  manage  it  in  the 
summer.  We  will  get  your  father  to  go  out  with  us  himself; 
and,  in  the  meantime,  who  likes  to  come  with  me  after  the 
rabbits  in  GHfistone  Copse?    Farmer  Holt  wiU  thank  Bobin 
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for  killing  a  dozen  or  60,  for  he  makes  grievous  oomplaintB  of 
them.' 

Guy  conducted  the  boys  out  of  sight  of  the  sea,  and,  to  con- 
sole them,  gave  them  so  much  more  use  of  the  gun  than  usual, 
that  it  might  be  considered  as  a  wonder  that  he  escaped  being 
shot.  Yet  it  did  not  prevent  a  few  sighs  being  spent  on  the 
boating. 

*  Can't  you  forget  it  ?'  said  Qxiy,  smiling.  *  You  have  no  loss, 
after  all,  for  we  are  likely  to  have  no  boating  weather  this  long 
time.    Hark  \  don't  you  hear  the  groimd-swell  ?' 

'  What's  that  P'  said  the  boys,  standing  still  to  listen  to  the 
distant  surge,  like  a  continuous  low  moan,  or  roar,  fiir,  far  away, 
though  there  was  no  wind,  and  the  sea  was  calm. 

'It  is  the  sound  that  comes  before  stormy  weather,'  said 
Ghiy.  '  It  is  as  if  the  sea  was  gathering  up  its  forces  for  the 
tempest.' 

'  But  what  P — ^how  P    Tell  me  what  it  really  is,'  said  Bobin. 

'  I  suppose  it  IB  the  wind  on  the  sea  befbre  it  has  reached  us,' 
said  Quj.    '  How  solemn  it  is !' 

'  Too  solemn  for  the  boys,  who  began  all  manner  of  antics  and 
noises,  by  way  of  silencing  the  impression  of  awfulness.  Guy 
laughed,  and  joined  in  their  fun ;  but  as  soon  as  they  were  gone 
home,  he  stood  in  silence  for  a  long  time,  listening  to  the  sound, 
and  recalling  the  mysterious  dreams  and  fimcies  with  which  it 
was  connected  in  his  boyhood,  and  which  he  had  never  wished 
thus  to  drive  away. 

The  storm  he  had  predicted  came  on ;  and  by  the  evening  of 
the  following  day,  sea  and  wind  were  thundering,  in  their  might, 
against  the  foot  of  the  crags.  Guy  looked  from  the  window, 
the  last  thing  at  night,  and  saw  the  stars  twinkling  over  head, 
with  that  ex^me  brilliancy  which  is  often  seen  in  the  intervals 
of  fitful  storms,  and  which  suggested  thoughts  that  sent  him  to 
^leep  in  a  vague,  soothing  dream. 

He  was  wakened  by  one  tremendous  continued  roar  of  sea, 
wind,  iand  thunder  combined.  Such  was  the  darkness,  that  he 
could  not  see  the  form  of  the  window,  till  a  sheet  of  pale  blue 
lightning  brought  it  fully  out  for  the  moment.  He  sat  up,  and 
listened  to  the  'glorious  voice'  that  followed  it,  thought  what 
an  awful  night  at  sea,  and  remembered  when  he  used  to  fancy 
it  would  be  the  height  of  felicity  to  have  a  shipwreck  at  Bed- 
clyffe,  and  shocked  Mrs.  Bernard  by  inhuman  wishes  that  a  ship 
would  only  come  and  be  wrecked.  How  often  had  he  watched, 
through  sounds  like  these,  for  a  minute  gun !  Nay,  he  had  once 
actually  called  up  poor  Arnaud  in  the  middle  of  the  night  for 
an  imaginary  signal.    Beddyfie  Bay  was  a  very  dangerous  one ; 
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a  fine  place  for  a  wrock,  with  its  precipitous  crags,  its  single  safe 
landing-place,  and  the  great  Shag  Stone,  on  the  eastern  side, 
with  a  whole  progeny  of  nearly  sunken  rocks,  dreaded  in  rough 
weather  by  the  fishermen  themselves;  but  it  was  out  of  the 
ordinal^  track  of  vessels,  and  there  were  only  a  few  traditions 
of  temble  wrecks  long  before  his  time. 

It  seemed  as  if  he  had  worked  up  his  fancy  again,  for  the 
sound  of  a  gun  was  for  a  moment  in  his  ear.  It  was  lost  in  the 
rush  of  hail  asainst  the  window,  and  the  moaning  of  the  wind 
round  the  old  nouse ;  but  presently  it  returned  too  surely  to  be 
imaginary.  He  sprang  to  the  window,  and  the  broad,  flickering 
glare  of  lightning  revealed  the  black  cliff  and  pale  sea*line ;  then 
all  was  dark  and  still,  while  the  storm  was  holding  its  breath 
for  the  thunder-burst  which  in  a  few  more  seconds  rolled  over- 
head, shaking  door  and  window  throughout  the  house.  As  the 
awful  sound  died  away,  in  a  moment's  lull,  came  the  gun  again. 
He  threw  up  the  window,  and  as  the  blast  of  wind  and  rain 
swept  howling  into  the  room,  it  brought  another  report. 

To  close  the  window,  light  his  candle,  throw  on  his  clothes, 
and  hasten  down  stairs,  was  the  work  of  a  very  few  seconds. 
Luckily,  the  key  of  the  boat-house  was  lying  on  the  table  in  the 
hall,  where  he  had  lefb  it,  after  showing  the  boat  to  the  Ashford 
boys;  he  seized  it,  caught  up  the  pocket  telescope,  put  on  a 
rough  coat,  and  proceeded  to  undo  the  endless  fiistenings  of  the 
hall-door,  a  very  patience-trying  occupation;  and,  when  com- 

!)leted,  the  gusts  that  were  eddying  round  the  house,  ready  to 
broe  their  way  in  everywhere,  took  advantage  of  the  first  open- 
ingto  blow  out  his  candle. 

However,  they  had  in  one  way  done  good  service,  for  the 
shower  had  been  as  brief  as  it  was  violent,  and  the  inlcy  cloud 
was  drifting  away  furiously  towards  the  east,  leaving  the  moon 
visible,  near  her  setting,  and  allowing,  her  white  cold  light  to 
shine  forth,  contrasting  with  the  distant  sheets  of  pale  lightning, 
growing  fainter  and  famter. 

Guy  ran  across  the  court,  round  to  the  west  side  of  the  house, 
and  struggled  up  the  slope  in  the  face  of  the  wind,  which  almost 
swept  him  down  a^ain ;  and  when  at  length  he  had  gained  the 
summit,  came  rusmng  against  him  with  such  force  that  he  could 
hardly  stand.  He  did,  however,  keep  his  ground,  and  gazed  out 
over  the  sea.  The  swell  was  fearful ;  marked  by  the  sUver  light 
on  one  side,  where  it  caught  the  moonbeams,  and  the  black  shade 
on  the  other,  ever  alternating,  so  that  the  eye  could  not  fix  on 
them  for  a  moment ;  the  spray  leapt  high  in  its  whiteness,  and 
the  Shag  stood  up  hard,  bold,  and  black.  The  waves  thundered, 
bursting  on  the  cliff;  and,  high  as  he  stood,  the  spray  dashed 
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aknost  blinding  in  his  face,  while  the  wind  howled  round  him,  as  if 
gathering  its  might  for  the  very  purpose  of  wrenching  him  from 
the  cliff;  but  he  stood  firm,  and  looked  out  again,  to  discern 
clearly  what  he  thought  he  had  seen.  It  was  the  mast  of  a 
vessel,  seen  plainly  against  the  light  silvery  distance  of  sea 
on  the  reef  west  of  the  Shag.  It  was  in  a  slanting  direction, 
and  did  not  move ;  he  could  not  doubt  that  the  ship  had  struck 
on  the  dangerous  rocks  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay;  and  as  his 
eyes  became  more  accustomed  to  the  unusual  light,  and  made 
out  what  qbjects  were  or  were  not  familiar,  he  could  perceive 
the  ship  herself.  He  looked  with  the  glass,  but  could  see  no 
one  on  board,  nor  were  any  boats  in  sight ;  but  observing  some 
of  the  lesser  rocks,  he  beheld  some  moving  figures  on  them. 
Help ! — ^instant  help ! — ^was  his  thought ;  and  he  looked  towards 
the  Cove.  Lights  were  in  the  cottage  windows,  and  a  few 
sounds  came  up  to  him,  as  if  the  fishing  population  were  astir. 

He  hastened  to  the  side  of  the  cliff,  which  was  partly  clothed 
with  brushwood.  There  was  a  descent — ^it  could  hardly  be  called 
a  path — ^which  no  one  ventured  to  attempt  but  hiniself  and  a 
few  of  the  boldest  birds'-nesting  boys  of  the  village ;  but  he 
could  lose  no  time,  and  scrambling,  leaping,  swinging  himself  by 
the  branches,  he  reached  the  foot  of  the  cliff  in  s^ety,  and  in 
five  minutes  more  was  on  the  little  quay  at  the  end  of  the  steep 
street  of  the  Cove. 

The  quay  was  crowded  with  the  fisher-people,  and  there  was  a 
strange  confiision  of  voices — some  saying  all  was  lost ;  some^ 
that  the  crew  had  got  to  the  rock ;  others,  that  some  one  ought 
to  put  off  and  help  them ;  others,  that  a  boat  would  never  Uve 
in  such  a  sea ;  and  an  old  telescope  was  in  great  requisition. 

Ben  Bobinson,  a  tall,  hardy  young  man,  of  five-and-twenty, 
wild,  reckless,  high-spirited  and  full  of  mischief  and  adventure, 
was  standing  on  a  pile  at  the  extreme  verge  above  the  foaming 
water,  daring  the  others  to  go  with  him  to  the  rescue ;  and, 
though  Jonas  Ledbury,  a  feeble  old  man,  was  declaring,  in  a 
piteous  tone,  it  was  a  sin  and  a  shame  to  let  so  many  poor  crea- 
tures be  lost  in  sight,  without  one  man  stirring  to  help  them ; 
yet  all  stood  irresolute,  watching  the  white  breakers  dashing  on 
the  Shag,  ^d  the  high  waves  that  swelled  and  rolled  between. 

*  Do  you  know  where  the  crew  are  ?'  exclaimed  Q-uy,  shouting 
as  loud  as  he  could,  for  the  noise  of  the  winds  and  waves  was 
tremendous. 

'  There,  sir,  on  the  flat  black  stone,'  said  the  fortunate  pos- 
sessor of  the  telescope.  '  Some  ten  or  eleven  of  them,  I  fancy, 
all  huddled  together.' 

*  Ay,  ay  I'  said  old  Ledbury.    *  Poor  creatures !  there  they  be; 
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and  what  is  to  be  done,  I  can't  say!  I  never  saw  a  boat  in  such 
a  sea,  since  the  night  poor  Jack^  my  brother,  was  lost,  and  Will 
Kay  with  him.' 

'I  see  them/  said  Guy,  who  had  in  the  meantime  looked 
through  his  glass.     '  How  soon  is  high  water  ?' 

It  was  an  important  question,  for  the  rocks  zoimd  the  Shag 
were  covered  before  full  tide,  even,  when  the  water  was  still. 
There  was  a  looking  up  at  the  moon,  and  then  Guy  and  the 
fishermen  simultaneously  exclaimed,  that  it  would  be  in  three 
hours ;  which  gave  scarcely  an  hour  to  spare. 

Without  another  word,  Guy  sprang  from  the  quay  to  the 
boat-house,  unlocked  it,  and,  by  example,  showed  that  the  largest 
boat  was  to  be  brought  out.  The  men  helped  him  vigorously, 
and  it  stood  on  the  narrow  pebbly  beach,  the  only  safe  landing- 
place  in  the  whole  bay;  he  threw  into  it  a  coil  of  rope,  and  called 
out  in  his  clear  commanding  voice — ^  Five  to  go  with  me!' 

Hanging  back  was  at  an  end.  They  were  brave  men,  who  had 
wanted  nothing  but  a  leader ;  and  with  Sir  Guy  at  their  head, 
were  ready  for  anything.  Not  five,  but  five-and-twenty  were  at 
his  command ;  and  even  in  the  huny  of  the  moment,  a  strong, 
affectionate  feeling  filled  his  eyes  with  tears  as  he  saw  these  poor 
fellows  ready  to  trust  their  lives  in  his  hands. 

'  Thank  you — ^thank  you  1'  he  exclaimed.  '  Not  all,  though : 
you,  Ben  Kobinson,  Harry  Ray,  Charles  Bay,  Ben  Ledbury, 
Wat  Green.' 

They  were  all  young  men,  without  families,  such  as  could 
best  be  spared;  and  each,  as  his  name  was  called,  answered, 
'  Here,  Sir  GKiyl'  and  came  forward  with  a  resolute,  satisfied  sur. 

'  It  would  he  best  to  have  a  second  boat,'  said  Guy.  *  Mr. 
Brown,'  to  the  owner  of  the  telescope,  *  will  you  lend  yours? 
'tis  the  strongest  and  lightest.  Thank  you.  Martin  had  best 
steer  it,  he  knows  the  rocks ;'  and  he  went  on  to  name  the  rest 
of  the  crew ;  but  at  the  last  there  was  a  moment's  pause,  as  if 
he  doubted. 

A  tall  athletic  young  fisherman  took  advantage  of  it  to  press 
forward. 

'  Please  your  honour.  Sir  Guy,  may  not  I  go  ?' 

'  Better  not,  Jem,'  answered  Guy.  '  Bemember,'  in  a  lower 
voice,  Wour  mother  has  no  one  but  you.  Here!'  he  called, 
cheerfully,  '  Jack  Horn,  you  puU  a  good  oar !  Now,  then,  are 
we  ready?' 

*  All  ready, — ^yes,  sir !' 

The  boat  was  launched,  not  without  great  difficulty,  in  the 
face  of  such  a  sea.  The  men  stoutly  took  their  oars,  casting  a 
look  forward  at  the  rocks,  then  at  the  quay,  and  on  the  face  of 
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their  young  steersman.  Little  thej  guessed  the  intense  emotion 
that  swell^  in  his  breast  as  he  took  the  hebn,  to  save  life  or  to 
lose  it ;  enjoying  the  enterprise,  yet  with  the  thought  that  his 
lot  might  be  early  death ;  glad  it  was  right  thus  to  venture, 
earnest  to  save  those  who  hi^  freely  trusted  to  him,  and  rapidly, 
though  most  earnestly,  recalling  his  own  repentance.  All  tlus 
was  in  his  mind,  though  nothing  was  on  his  face  but  cheerful 
resolution. 

Night  though  it  was,  tidings  of  the  wreck  had  reached  the 
upper  part  of  the  village ;  and  Mr.  Ashford,  putting  his  head 
out  of  his  window  to  learn  the  cause  of  the  sounds  in  the  street, 
was  informed  by  many  voices  that  a  ship  was  on  the  Shag  reef, 
and  that  all  were  lost.  To  hasten  to  the  Cove  to  learn  the  truth, 
and  see  if  anv  assistance  could  yet  be  afforded,  was  his  instant 
thought;  and  he  had  not  taken  many  steps  before  he  was 
overtaken  by  a  square,  sturdy  figure,  wrapped  in  an  immense 
great  coat. 

'  So,  Mr.  Markham,  you  are  on  your  way  to  see  about  ting 
wreck.' 

*  Why,  ay,'  said  Markham,  roughly,  though  not  with  the 
repellant  manner  usual  with  him  towards  Mr.  Ashford,  ^  I  must 
be  there,  or  that  boy  will  be  in  the  thickest  of  it.  Wherever  is 
mischief,  there  is  he.  I  only  wonder  he  has  not  broken  his  neck 
long  ago.' 

*^y  mischief,  you  mean  danger  ?' 

'  Yes.  I  hope  he  has  not  heard  of  this  wreck,  for  if  he  has, 
no  power  on  eurth  would  keep  him  back  from  it.' 

Comparing  the  reports  they  had  heard,  the  clergyman  and 
steward  waU:ed  on,  Markham's  anxiety  actually  making  him 
friendly.  They  reached  the  top  of  the  steep  street  of  the  Cove; 
but  though  there  was  a  good  view  of  the  sea  from  thence,  they 
could  distinguish  nothing,  for  another  cloud  was  rising,  and  had 
obscured  the  moon.  They  were  soon  on  the  quay,  now  still  more 
crowded,  and  heard  the  exclamations  of  those  who  were  striving 
to  keep  their  eyes  on  the  boats. 

•There's  one!'     'No!'     'Yes, 'tis!'     That's  Sir  Guy's !' 

•Sir  Guy!'  exclaimed  Markham.  'You  don't  mean  he  is 
gone  ?  Then  I  am  too  late !  What  could  you  be  thinking  of, 
you  old  fool,  Jonas,  to  let  that  boy  go  p  You'll  never  see  him 
again,  I  can  tell  you.  Mercy!  Here  comes  another  squall! 
There's  an  end  of  it,  then !' 

Markham  seemed  to  derive  some  relief  from  railing  at  the 
fishermen,  singly  and  collectively,  while  Mr.  Ashford  tried  to 
learn  the  real  facts,  and  gather  opinions  as  to  the  chance  of 
safety.     The  old  fishermen  held  that  there  was  frightful  risk, 
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though  the  attempt  was  far  from  hopeless ;  they  said  the  young 
men  were  all  good  at  their  oars,  Sir  Guy  knew  the  rocks  very 
well,  and  the  chief  fear  was,  that  he  miffht  not  know  how  to 
steer  in  such  a  sea ;  but  they  had  seen  that,  though  daring,  he 
was  not  rash.  They  listened  submissively  to  Mr.  Markham,  but 
communicated  in  an  under-tone  to  the  vicar,  how  vain  it  would 
have  been  to  attempt  to  restrain  Sir  Guy. 

*  Why,  sir,'  said  old  James  Eobinson,  *  he  spoke  just  like  the 
captain  of  a  man-of-war ;  and  for  all  Mr.  Markham  says,  I  don't 
believe  he'd  have  been  able  to  gainsay  him.' 

*  Your  son  is  gone  with  him  ?' 

*  Ay,  sir ;  and  I  would  not  say  one  word  to  stop  him.  I  know 
Sir  Guy  wont  run  him  into  risk  for  nothing;  and  I  hope, 
please  God,  if  Ben  comes  back  safe,  it  may  be  the  steadying  of 
him.' 

^  'Twas  he  that  volunteered  to  go  before  Sir  Guy  came,  they 
say?' 

'  Yes,  sir,'  said  the  old  man,  with  a  pleased  yet  melancholy 
look.  *  Ben's  brave  enough ;  but  there's  the  difference.  He'd 
have  done  it  for  the  lark,  and  to  dare  the  rest ;  but  Sir  Guy  does 
it  with  thought,  and  because  it  is  right.  I  wish  it  may  be  the 
steadying  of  Ben !' 

The  shower  rushed  over  them  again,  shorter  and  less  violent 
than  the  former  one,  but  driving  in  most  of  the  crowd,  and  only 
leaving  on  the  quay  the  vicar,  the  steward,  and  a  few  of  the 
most  anxious  fishermen.  They  could  see  nothing ;  for  the  dark 
slanting  line  of  rain  swept  over  the  waves,  joining  together  the 
sea  and  thick  low  cloud ;  and  the  roaring  of  the  sea  and  moaning 
of  the  wind  were  fearful.  No  one  spoke,  till  at  last  the  black 
edges  of  the  Shag  loomed  clearer,  the  moon  began  to  glance 
through  the  skirts  of  the  cloud,  and  the  heaving  and  tossing  of 
the  sea  became  more  discernible. 

*  There ! — ^there !'  shouted  yotmg  Jem,  the  widow's  son, 

*  The  boats!' 
'One!' 

*  Where  ?-— where  ? — ^for  heaven's  sake!  That's  nothing!' 
cried  Markham. 

*Yes — ^yes!  I  see  both,'  said  Jem.  *  The  glass!  Where's 
Mr.  Brown's  glass  ?' 

Markham  was  trying  to  fix  his  own,  but  neither  hand  nor  eye 
were  steady  enough;  he  muttered, — 'Hang  the  glass!'  and 
paced  up  and  down  in  imcontrollable  anxiety.  Mr.  Ashford 
turned  with  him,  trying  to  speak  consolingly,  and  entirely  liking 
the  old  man.  Markham  was  not  ungrateful ;  but  he  was  almost 
in  despair. 
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'It  is  the  same  over  again!'  said  he.  'He  is  the  age  his 
father  was,  though  Mr.  Morville  never  was  such  as  he — ^never — 
how  should  he  ?  He  is  the  kst  of  them — the  best — ^he  would 
have  been — ^he  was.  Would  to  heaven  I  were  with  him,  that,  if 
he  is  lost,  we  might  all  go  tc^ether.' 

*  There,  sir,'  edled  Jem,  who,  being  forbidden  to  do  anything 
but  watch,  did  so  earnestly;  'they  be  as  far  now  as  opposite 
West  Cove.    Don't  you  see  them,  in  that  light  place  P' 

The  moon  had  by  this  time  gone  down,  but  the  first  great 
light  of  dawn  was  beginning  to  fall  on  the  tall  Shag,  and  show 
its  fissures  and  dark  shades,  instead  of  leaving  it  one  hard, 
unbroken  mass.  Now  and  then  Jem  thought  he  saw  the  boats ; 
but  never  so  distinctly  as  to  convince  the  watchers  that  they 
had  not  been  swamped  among  the  huge  waves  that  tumbled  and 
foamed  in  that  dangerous  tract. 

Mr.  Ashford  had  borrowed  Markham's  telescope,  and  was 
looking  towards  the  rock,  where  the  shipwrecked  crew  had  taken 
refuge. 

'  There  is  some  one  out  of  the  boat,  climbing  on  the  rocks. 
Can'you  make  him  out,  Jem  ?' 

'  I  see — I  see,'  said  Mr.  Brown ;  *  there  are  two  of  them.  They 
are  climbing  along  the  lee-side  of  the  long  ridge  of  rocks.' 

'Ay,  ay,'  said  old  Ledbury;  'they  can't  get  in  a  boat  close  to 
the  flat  rocks,  they  must  tdke  out  a  line.    Bold  fellows !' 

'  Where  are  the  boats  p'  asked  Mr.  Ashford. 

'  I  can  tell  that,'  said  Ledbury;  '  they  must  have  got  under 
the  lee  of  the  lesser  Shag.  There's  a  ring  there  that  Sir  6Kiy 
had  put  in  to  moor  his  boat  to.  They'll  be  made  fast  there,  and 
those  two  must  be  taking  the  rope  along  that  ledge,  so  as  for 
the  poor  fellows  on  the  rock  to  have  a  hold  of,  as  they  creep 
along  to  where  the  boats  are.' 

'  Those  broken  rocks !'  said  Mr.  Ashford.  '  Can  there  be  a 
footing,  and  in  such  a  sea  P' 

'  Can  you  give  a  guess  who  they  be,  sir,'  asked  Bobinson, 
earnestly.  *  If  you'd  only  let  Jem  have  a  look,  maybe  he  could 
guess.' 

Markham's  glass  was  at  his  service. 

'  HoUo !  what  a  sea !  .  I  see  them  now.  That's  Ben,  going 
last — I  know  his  red  cap.  And  the  first — ^why,  'tis  Sir  Guy 
himself!' 

'  Don't  be  such  a  fool,  Jem,'  cried  Markham,  angrily.  '  Sir 
Guy  knows  better.    Give  me  the  glass.' 

But  when  it  was  restored,  Markham  went  on  spying  in  silence, 
while  Brown,  keeping  fast  possession  of  his  own  telescope,  com- 
municated his  observations. 


THE  HEIB  OF  BEDCLYFFEL  271 

*Ay,  I  see  them.  Where  are  they?  He's  climbing  now. 
There's  a  breaker  just  there,  will  wash  them  off,  as  sure  as  they're 
alive!  I  don't  see  'em.  Yes  I  do— there's  Bedcap!  There's 
something  stirring  on  the  rock !' 

So  they  watched  till,  after  an  interval,  in  which  the  boats  dis- 
appeared behind  the  rocks,  they  were  seen  advancing  over  the 
waters  again-r-one — ^yes — ^both,  and  loaded.  They  came  fast, 
they  were  in  sight  of  all,  growing  larger  each  moment,  moimting 
on  the  crest  of  the  huge  rolling  waves,  then  plunged  in  the 
trough  so  long  as  to  seem  as  if  they  were  lost,  then  rising — 
rising  high  as  mountains.  Over  the  roaring  waters  came  at 
length  the  sound  of  voices,  a  cheer,  pitched  in  a  different  key 
irom  the  thunder  of  wind  and  wave;  they  almost  fancied  they 
knew  the  voice  that  led  the  shout.  Such  a  cheer  as  rose  in 
answer,  from  all  the  Eedclyffe  villagers,  densely  crowded  on 
quay,  and  beach,  and  every  comer  of  standing  ground ! 

The  sun  was  just  up,  his  beams  gilded  the  crests  of  the  leaping 
waves,  and  the  spray  danced  up,  white  and  gay,  round  the  tall 
rocks,  whose  shadow  was  reflected  in  deep  green,  broken  by  the 
ever-moving  swell.  The  Shag  and  its  attendant  rocks,  and  the 
broken  vessel,  were  bathed  in  the  clear  morning  light ;  the  sky 
was  of  a  beautiful  blue,  with  magnificent  masses  of  dark  cloudy 
the  edges,  where  touched  by  the  sunbeams,  of  a  pearly  white ; 
and  across  the  bay,  tracing  behind  them  glittering  streams  of 
light,  came  up  the  two  boats  with  their  freight  of  rescued  lives. 

Martin's  boat  was  the  first  to  touch  the  landing-place. 

*  All  savedy'  he  said ;  '  all  owing  to  him,'  pointing  back  to  Sir 
Ouy. 

There  was  no  time  for  questions ;  the  wan,  drenched  sailors  had 
to  be  helped  on  shore,  and  the  boat  hauled  up  out  of  the  way. 
In  the  meantime,  Ghiy,  as  he  steered  in  past  the  quay,  smiled  and 
nodded  to  Mr.  Ashford  and  Markham,  and  renewed  the  call,  'All 
safe  ?'  Mr.  Ashford  thought  that  he  had  never  seen  anything 
brighter  than  his  face — ^the  eyes  radiant  in  the  morning  sun,  the 
damp  hair  hanging  round  it,  and  life,  energy,  and  promptitude  in 
every  feature  and  movement. 

The  boat  came  in,  the  sailors  were  assisted  out,  partly  by  their 
rescuers,  partly  by  the  spectators.  Ghiy  stood  up,  and,  with  one 
foot  on  the  seat,  supported  on  his  knee  and  against  his  arm  a  little 
boy,  round  whom  his  great  coat  was  wrapt. 

'  Here,  Jem !'  he  shouted,  to  his  rejected  volunteer,  who  had 
been  very  active  in  bringing  in  the  boat, '  here's  something  for 
you  to  do.  This  poor  little  fellow  has  got  a  broken  arm.  Will 
you  ask  your  mother  to  take  him  in  P  She's  the  best  nurse  in 
the  parish.    And  send  up  for  Mr.  Oregsoiu' 
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Jem  received  the  boy  as  tenderly  as  he  was  g^ven ;  and,  with 
one  bound,  Guy  was  by  the  side  of  his  two  friends.  Mr.  Ajshford 
shook  hands  with  heartfelt  gratulation ;  Markham  exclauned, — 

*  There,  Sir  Ghiy,  after  the  old  fashion !  Never  was  man  so 
mad  in  this  world !  IVe  done  talking !  Tou'U  never  be  content 
till  you  have  got  your  death.  As  if  no  one  could  do  anythmg 
without  you,' 

*  Was  it  you  who  carried  out  the  line  on  the  rock  p*  said  Mr. 
Ashford. 

'  Ben  Bobinson  and  I.  I  had  ofben  been  there,  after  sea  ane« 
mones  and  weeds,  and  I  had  a  rope  round  me,  so  don't  be  angry, 
Markham.* 

'I  have  no  more  to  say,'  answered  Markham,  almost  surly. 
*  I  might  as  well  talk  to  a  sea  gull  at  once.  As  if  you  had  any 
right  to  throw  away  your  life !' 

'  I  enjoyed  it  too  much  to  have  anything  to  say  for  myself,' 
said  Guy ;  *  besides,  we  must  see  after  these  poor  men.  There 
were  two  or  three  nearly  drowned.  Is  no  one  gone  for  Mr. 
Gregson?' 

Mr.  Gr^^n,  the  doctor,  was  already  present,  and  no  one  who 
had  any  authority  could  do  anything  but  attend  to  the  disposal 
of  the  shipwrecked  crew.  Mr.  Ashford  went  one  way,  Markham 
another,  Guy  a  third ;  but,  between  one  cottage  and  another,  Mr. 
Ashford  learnt  some  particulars.  The  crew  had  been  found  on  a 
flat  rock,  and  the  fisnermen  had  at  first  thought  all  their  perils 
in  vain,  for  it  was  impossible  to  bring  the  boats  up,  on  account  of 
the  rocks,  which  ran  out  in  a  long  reef.  Sir  Guy,  who  knew  the 
place,  steered  to  the  sheltered  spot  where  he  luid  been  used  to 
nuike  fast  his  own  little  boat,  and  undertook  to  make  his  way 
from  thence  to  the  rock  where  the  crew  had  taken  refuge,  carry- 
ing a  rope  to  serve  as  a  kind  of  hand-rail,  when  fastened,  from 
one  rock  to  the  other.  Ben  insisted  on  sharing  his  peril,  and 
they  had  crept  along  the  slippery,  broken  ree&,  lashed  by  the 
Bvage,  for  such  a  distance,  that  the  fishermen  shuddered  as  they 
spoke  of  the  danger  of  being  torn  off  by  the  force  of  the  waves, 
and  dashed  against  the  rocks.  Nothing  else  could  have  saved  the 
crew.  They  had  hardly  accomplished  the  passage  through  the 
rising  tide,  even  with  the  aid  of  the  rope  and  the  guidance  of  Sir 
Guy  and  Ben,  and,  before  the  boats  had  gone  half  a  mile  on  their 
return,  the  surge  was  tumbling  furiously  over  the  stones  where 
they  had  been  found. 

The  sailors  were  safely  disposed  of,  in  bed,  or  by  the  fireside, 
the  fishers  vying  in  services  to  them.  Mr.  Ashford  went  to  the 
cottage  of  Charity  Ledbury,  Jem's  mother,  to  inquire  for  the  boy 
with  the  broken  anL    As  he  entered  the  empty  kitchen,  the 
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opposite  door  of  the  stairs  was  opened,  and  Ghij  appeared,  stepping 
sofblv',  and  speaking  low. 

'  Foor  little  fellow  V  he  said ;  '  he  is  just  going  to  sleep.  He 
bore  it  famously !' 

•The  setting  his  arm?' 

'  Yes.  He  was  quite  sensible,  and  yeiy  patient,  and  that  old 
Charity  Ledbury  is  a  capital  old  woman.  She  and  Jem  are  de-» 
lightea  to  have  him,  and  will  nurse  him  excellently.  How  are 
aU  the  others  ?    Has  that  poor  man  come  to  his  senses  ?' 

•  Yes.  I  saw  him  safe  in  bed  at  old  Bobinson's.  The  captain 
is  at  the  Browns'.' 

•  I  wonder  what  time  of  day  it  is  ?' 

'  Past  eight.  Ah  I  there  is  the  bell  beginning.  I  was  thinking 
of  going  to  tell  Master  Bay  we  are  not  too  much  excited  to  re« 
member  church-going  this  morning ;  but  I  am  glad  he  has  found 
it  out  only  ten  minutes  too  late.  I  must  make  haste.  Good 
bye!' 

•  May  not  I  come,  too,  or  am  I  too  strange  a  figure  P*  said 
Guy,  looking  at  his  dress,  thrown  on  in  haste,  and  saturated  with 
sea-water. 

•  May  you  P'  said  Mr.  Ashford,  smiling.  '  Is  it  wise,  with  all 
your  wet  things  ?' 

'  I  am  not  given  to  colds,'  answered  Guy,  and  they  walked  on 
quickly  for  some  minutes ;  after  which  he  said,  in  a  low  voice  and 
hurriea  manner, — •  would  you  make  some  mention  of  it  in  the 
Thank^ving  P' 

•  Of  course  I  will,'  said  Mr.  Ashford,  with  much  emotion.  'The 
danger  must  have  been  great.' 

'  It  was,'  said  Guy,  as  if  the  strong  feeling  would  show  itself. 
'  It  was  most  merciful.  That  little  boat  felt  like  a  toy  at  the 
will  of  the  winds  and  waves,  tiU  one  recollected  who  held  the 
storm  in  His  hand.' 

He  spoke  very  simply,  as  if  he  could  not  help  it,  with  his  eye 
fixed  on  the  clear  eastern  sky,  and  with  a  tone  of  grave  awe  and 
thankfulness  which  greatly  struck  Mr.  Ashford,  from  the  com- 
plete absence  of  self-consciousness,  or  from  any  attempt  either  to 
magnify  or  depreciate  his  sense  of  the  danger. 

•  You  thought  the  storm  a  more  dangerous  time  than  your 
expedition  on  the  rock  P' 

•  It  was  not.  The  fishermen,  who  were  used  to  such  things, 
did  not  think  much  of  it ;  but  I  am  glad  to  have  been  out  on 
such  a  night,  if  only  for  the  magnificent  sensation  it  gives  to 
realize  one's  own  powerlessness  and  His  might.  As  for  the  rock, 
there  was  something  to  do  to  look  to  one's  footing,  and  cling  on ; 
no  time  to  think.' 
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'  It  was  a  desperate  thing !' 

'  Not  80  bad  as  it  looked.  One  step  at  a  time  is  all  one  wants, 
YOU  know,  and  that  there  always  was.  But  what  a  fine  fellow 
Ben  Eobinson  is !  He  behaved  like  a  regular  hero — ^it  was  the 
thorough  contempt  and  love  of  danger  one  reads  of.  There  must 
be  a  great  deal  of  good  in  him,  if  one  only  knew  how  to  get  hold 
of  it.' 

*  Look  there!'  was  Mr.  Ashford's  answer,  as  he  turned  his  head 
at  the  church  wicket ;  and,  at  a  short  distance  behind,  Guj  saw 
Ben  himself  walking  up  the  path,  with  his  thankful,  happy 
father,  a  sight  that  had  not  been  seen  for  months,  nay,  for 
years. 

'Ay,'  he  said,  'such  a  night  as  this,  and  such  a  good  old 
man  as  the  father,  could  not  fail  to  bring  out  all  the  good  in  a 
man.' 

'  Yes,'  thought  Mr.  Ashford,  'such  a  night,  under  such  a  leader  I 
The  sight  of  so  much  courage  based  on  that  foundation  is  what 
may  b^t  touch  and  save  that  man.' 

After  church,  Ouy  walked  fast  away ;  Mr.  Ashford  went  home, 
made  a  long  breakfast,  having  the  whole  story  to  tell,  and  was  off 
to  the  scene  of  action  again,  where  he  found  the  master,  quite 
restored,  and  was  presently  joined  by  Markham.  Of  Sir  Guy, 
there  was  no  news,  except  that  Jem  Ledbuiy  said  he  had  looked 
in  after  church  to  know  how  the  cabin-boy  was  going  on,  and  the 
master,  understanding  that  he  had  been  the  leader  in  the  rescue, 
was  very  anxious  to  thank  him,  and  walked  up  to  the  house  with 
Markham  and  Mr.  Ashford. 

Markham  conducted  them  straight  to  the  library,  the  door  of 
which  was  open.  He  crossed  the  room,  smiled,  and  made  a  sim 
to  Mr.  Ashford,  who  looked  in  some  surprise  and  amusement.  It 
has  been  ahready  said  that  the  room  was  so  spacious  that  the  in- 
habited part  looked  like  a  Uttle  encampment  by  the  fire,  though 
the  round  table  was  large,  and  the  green  leather  sofa  and  arm- 
chair were  cumbrous. 

However,  old  Sir  Guy's  arm-chair  was  never  used  by  his  grand- 
son ;  Markham  might  sit  there,  and  Bustle  did  sometimes,  but 
Guy  always  used  one  of  the  unpretending,  unluxurious  chairs, 
which  were  the  staple  of  the  room.  This,  however,  was  vacant, 
and  on  the  table  before  it  stood  the  remains  of  break£itft,  a  loaf 
reduced  to  half  its  dimensions,  an  empty  plate  and  coffee-cup. 
The  fire  was  burnt  down  to  a  single  log,  and  on  the  sofa,  on  all 
the  various  books  with  which  it  vras  strewed,  lay  Guy,  in  anything 
but  a  comfortable  position,  his  head  on  a  great  dictionary,  f^ly 
overcome  with  sleep ;  his  very  thick,  black  eyelashes  resting  on 
his  fresh,  bright  cheek,  and  the  relaxation  of  the  grave  expression 
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of  his  features  making  him  look  even  younger  than  he  reidly 
was. 

He  was  so  sound  asleep  that  it  was  not  till  some  movement  of 
Markham's  that  he  awoke,  and  started  up,  ezdaimingy — 

*  What  a  horrid  shame !    I  am  very  sorry !' 

*  Sorry !  what  for  ?'  said  Markham.  '  I  am  glad,  at  any  rate, 
you  have  been  wise  enough  to  change  your  things,  and  eat  some 

'  I  meant  to  have  done  so  much,'  said  Qny :  *  but  sea-wind 
makes  one  so  sleepy !'  Then,  perceiving  the  captain,  he  came 
forward,  hoping  he  was  quite  recovered. 

The  captain  stood  mystified,  for  he  could  not  believe  this  slim 
youth  could  be  the  Sir  Ghiy  of  whose  name  he  had  heard  so  much, 
and,  after  answering  the  inquiry,  he  began, — 

*  If  I  could  have  the  honour  of  seeing  Sir  Guy ' 

'WeUP'  said  Guy. 

*I  beg  your  pardon,  sir!'  said  the  captain,  while  they  all 
laughed,  *  1  did  not  guess  you  could  be  so  younff  a  gentleman.  I 
am  sure,  sir,  'tis  what  any  man  might  be  proud  of  having  done, 

and 1  never  saw  anything  like  it !'  he  added,  with  a  fresh 

start, '  and  it  will  do  you  honour  everywhere.  All  our  lives  are 
owing  to  you,  sir.' 

Guy  did  not  cut  him  short,  though  very  ^lad  wh^  it  was  over. 
He  felt  he  should  not,  in  the  captain's  ^ace,  like  to  have  his 
thanks  shortened,  and  besides,  if  ever  there  was  happiness  or 
exultation,  it  was  in  the  glistening  eyes  of  old  Markham,  the  first 
time  he  had  ever  been  able  to  be  justly  proud  of  one  of  the  fiunily, 
whom  he  loved  with  so  much  fiiithfulness  and  devotion. 


CHAPTEE  XXrV. 

If  there  a  word,  or  jest,  or  game. 

But  time  encnuteth  round 
With  sad  associate  thoughts  the  same  ? 

Elizabbth  Basbxtt  Bbowkiko. 

AMONG  the  persons  who  spent  a  forlorn  autumn  was  Mr. 
Boss,  though  his  troubles  were  not  cmite  of  the  same  decrip- 
tion  as  those  of  his  young  parishioners.  He  missed  his  daughter 
very  much ;  all  his  household  affiiira  got  out  of  order ;  the 
Bchool-girls  were  naughty,  and  neither  he,  nor  Miss  Edmonstone, 
nor  the  mistress,  could  discover  the  culprits ;  their  inquiries  pro- 
duced nothing  but  a  wild  confusion  of  mutual  accusations,  where 
the  truth  was  undistinguishable.    The  cook  never  could  find 

t2 
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inytbing  to  make  broth  of;  Mr.  Boss  ooald  never  Isj  his  hands 
on  the  books  he  wanted  for  himself  or  anybody  else;  and,  lastly, 
none  of  his  shirts  ever  had  their  battons  on. 

Mary,  meanwhile,  had  to  remain  through  a  whole  course  of 
measles,  then  to  greet  the  amval  of  a  new  nephew,  and  to  attend 
his  christening :  but  she  had  made  a  vow  that  she  would  be  at 
home  by  Christmas,  and  she  kept  it. 

Mr.  Koss  had  the  satisfaction  of  fetching  her  home  from  the 
station  the  day  before  Christmas  Ere,  and  of  seeing  her  opposite 
to  him,  on  her  own  side  of  the  table,  in  the  evening,  putting  on 
the  buttons,  and  considering  it  an  especial  favour  and  kindness, 
for  which  to  be  for  ever  grateful,  that  he  had  written  all  his 
Christmas  sermons  beforelumd,  so  as  to  have  a  whole  evening  clear 
before  her.  He  was  never  a  great  letter-writer,  and  Mary  had  a 
great  deal  to  hear,  for  all  that  had  come  to  her  were  the  main 
&Mt»,  with  very  few  details. 

'I  have  had  very  few  letters,  even  from  Hollywell,'  said  she. 
'  I  suppose  it  is  on  account  of  Charles's  illness.  You  think  him 
really  better?' 

^  Yes,  much  better.  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  you  are  wanted  for 
their  Christmas  party  to-morrow  night.' 

'Oh!  he  is  well  enough  for  them  not  to  put  it  off!  Is  he 
Mie  to  be  out  of  bed  ?' 

'  No,  he  lies  perfectly  flat,  and  looks  very  thin.  It  has  been 
a  very  severe  illness.  I  don't  think  I  ever  knew  him  suffer  so 
much ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  never  knew  him  behave  so  well, 
or  show  so  much  patience,  and  consideration  for  other  people. 
I  was  the  more  surprised,  because  at  first  he  seemed  to  havd 
relapsed  into  all  the  ways  he  thought  he  had  shaken  off;  he  was 
so  irritable  and  fretful,  that  poor  Mrs.  Edmonstone  looked  worn 
out ;  but  it  seems  to  have  been  only  the  beginning  of  the  illness; 
it  was  very  different  after  he  was  laid  up.' 

'  Has  he  had  you  to  see  him  ?' 

'  Yes,  he  asked  for  it,  which  he  never  did  before,  and  Amabel 
reads  to  him  every  morning.  There  is  certainly  much  more  that 
is  satisfactoiy  about  those  young  Edmonstones  than  there  once 
seemed  reason  to  expect.' 

'And  now  tell  me  about  Sir  Guy.  What  is  the  matter? 
Why  does  he  not  come  home  this  winter  ?' 

'  I  cannot  tell  you  the  rights  of  it,  Mary.     Mr.  Edmonstone 
is  very  much  offended  about  something  he  is  reported  to  have  said, 
and  suspects  him  of  having  been  in  mischief  at  St.  Mildred's ; . 
but  I  am  not  at  all  persuaded  that  it  is  not  one  of  Mr.  Edmon* 
stone's  affronts.' 

•Where  is  he?' 
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*  At  Eedclyffe.  I  have  a  letter  from  him  which  I  am  going 
to  answer  to-night.  I  shall  tell  the  Edmonstones  ahout  it,  for 
I  cannot  helieve  that,  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  anything  very 
wrong,  his  mind  would  be  occupied  in  tins  manner;'  and  he  gave 
Mary  the  letter. 

^  Oh,  no !'  exclaimed  Mary,  as  she  read.  '  I  am  sure  he  cannot 
be  in  any  mischief.  What  an  admirable  person  he  is  I  I  am 
very  sorry  this  cloud  has  arisen !  I  was  thinldng  last  summer 
how  happy  they  all  were  together.* 

'  Either  this  or  Charles's  illness  has  cast  a  gloom  over  the 
whole  house.     The  girls  are  both  grown  much  graver.' 

*  Amy  graver  ?'  said  Mary,  quickly. 

'  I  think  so.  At  least  she  did  not  seem  to  cheer  up  as  I 
should  bave  expected  when  her  brother  grew  better.  She  looks 
as  if  she  had  been  nursing  him  too  closely,  and  yet  I  see  her 
walking  a  good  deal.' 

'Poor  httle  Amy!'  said  Mazy,  and  she  asked  no  more  ques« 
tions,  but  was  anxious  to  make  her  own  observations. 

She  did  not  see  the  Edmonstones  till  the  next  evening,  as  the 
day  was  wet,  and  she  only  received  a  little  note,  telling  her  that 
the  carriage  would  be  sent  to  fetch  her  and  Mr.  £k^.  The 
whole  of  the  family,  except  Charles,  were  in  the  drawinfl^-room^ 
but  Mary  looked  chiefly  at  Amy.  She  was  in  white,  with  holly 
in  her  hair,  and  did  not  look  sorrowful ;  but  she  was  paler  and 
thinner  than  last  summer,  and  though  she  spoke,  smiled,  and 
laughed  when  she  ought,  it  was  without  the  gay,  childish  freiedom 
of  former  times.  She  was  a  small,  pale,  quiet  girl  now,  not  a 
merry,  caressing  kitten.  Mary  recollected  what  she  had  been  in 
the  wood  last  summer,  and  was  sure  it  was  more  than  Charles's 
illness  that  had  altered  her;  yet  still  Amy  had  not  Laura's 
harassed  look. 

Mary  had  not  much  talk  with  Amy,  for  it  was  a  large  party, 
with  a  good  many  young  ladies  and  children,  and  Amy  had  a 
great  deal  of  work  in  the  way  of  amusing  them.  She  had  a 
wearied  look,  and  was  evidently  exerting  herself  to  the  utmost. 

'  You  look  tired,'  said  Mary,  kindly. 

'  No,  it  is  only  stupidity,'  said  Amy^  smiling  rather  sadly. 
*  We  can't  be  entertaining  without  CharUe.' 

'  It  has  been  a  melancholy  winter,'  began  Mazy,  but  she  waa 
surprised,  for  Amy's  face  and  neck  coloured  in  a  moment ;  then, 
recovering  herself,  with  some  hesitation,  she  said, — 

'  Oh !  but  Charlie  is  much  better,  and  that  is  a  great  comfort. 
I  am  glad  you  are  come  home,  Mary.' 

'  We  are  going  to  haye  some  magic  music,'  was  said  at  the 
other  end  of  the  room.    '  Who  will  play?' 
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'LitUe  Amy!'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone.  'Where  is  sbe?  She 
always  does  it  to  admiiation.  Amy,  come  and  he  a  per- 
former. 

Amy  rose,  and  came  forward,  hat  the  colomr  had  flushed  mto 
her  cheeks  again,  and  the  recollection  occurred  to  Mary,  that 
her  fame  as  a  performer,  in  that  way,  arose  from  the  Tery 
amusing  manner  in  which  she  and  Sir  Guy  had  conducted  the 
game  last  year.    At  the  same  moment  her  mother  met  her,  and 


I  you  rather  not,  my  dear  ?' 

'  I  can  do  it,  mamma,  thank  you — ^nerer  mind.' 

'  I  should  like  to  send  you  up  to  Charlie — ^he  has  heen  so  long 
alone.' 

*'  Oh !  thank  you,  dear  mamma,'  with  a  look  of  relief. 

'  Here  is  Charlotte  wild  to  he  a  musician,'  said  Mrs.  Edmon* 
stone.  '  Perhaps  you  will  see  how  she  can  manage ;  for  I  think 
Charles  must  want  a  visit  from  his  little  nurse.' 

Amy  moTed  quietly  away,  and  entered  Charles's  room,  full  of 
warm  gratitude  for  the  kindness  which  was  always  seeking  how 
to  spare  her. 

Charles  was  asleep,  and  throwing  a  shawl  round  her,  she  sat 
down  in  the  dim  light  of  the  lamp,  relieved  hy  the  stillness,  only 
hroken  hy  now  and  then  a  louder  note  of  the  music  downstairs. 
It  was  very  comfortable,  after  all  that  buzz  of  talk,  and  the 
jokes  that  seemed  so  nonsensical  and  tiresome.  There  were  hut 
two  people  who  could  manage  to  make  a  party  entertaining,  and 
that  was  the  reason  it  was  so  different  last  year.  Then  Amy 
wondered  if  she  was  the  only  person  who  felt  sick  at  heart  and 
dreary;  but  she  only  wondered  for  a  moment — she  murmured 
half  fJoud  to  herself,  '  I  said  I  never  would  think  of  him  except 
at  my  prayers !  Here  I  am  doing  it  again,  and  on  Christmas 
night.  I  wont  hide  my  eyes  and  moan  over  my  broken  reed ; 
for  Christmas  is  come,  and  the  circles  of  song  are  widening 
round!  Oloiy!  good  will,  peace  on  earth!  How  he  sang  it 
last  year,  the  last  thing,  when  the  people  were  gone,  before  we 
went  up  to  bed.  But  I  am  breaking  my  resolution  again.  I 
must  do  something.' 

She  took  up  a  book  of  sacred  poetzy,  and  b^an  to  learn  a 
piece  which  she  aheady  nearly  knew;  but  the  light  was  bad,  and 
it  was  dreamy  work ;  and  probably  she  was  half  asleep,  for  her 
thoughts  wandered  off  to  Sintram  and  the  castle  on  the  Mon- 
denfelsen,  which  seemed  to  her  like  what  she  had  pictured  the 
Beddyffe  crags,  and  the  castle  itself  was  connected  m  her  ima- 
gination with  the  deep,  echoing  porch,  while  Guy's  own  voice 
seemed  to  be  chanting — 
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Who  lives  forlorn. 
On  Grod's  own  word  doth  reet; 

Hia  path  is  bright 

With  heavenly  light, 
Hifl  lot  among  Ulb  bleat. 

*  Are  you  there,  Amy  P'  said  Charles,  waking.  *  What  are  you 
staying  here  for  ?    Don't  they  want  you  ?* 

*  Mamma  was  so  kind  as  to  send  me  up.' 

*  I  am  glad  you  are  come,  for  I  have  something  to  tell  you. 
Mr.  Boss  has  heen  up  to  see  me,  you  know,  and  he  has  a  letter 
from  Guy.'  Amy's  heart  beat  &Bt,  and,  with  eyes  fixed  on  the 
ground,  she  listened  as  Charles  continued  to  give  an  account  of 
Guy's  letter  about  Coombe  Prior.  '  Mr.  Eoas  is  quite  satisfied 
about  him,  Amy,'  he  concluded.  *  I  wish  you  could  have  heard 
the  decided  way  in  which  he  said, '  He  will  live  it  down.'  ' 

Amy's  answer  was  to  stoop  down  and  kiss  her  brother's 
forehead. 

Another  week  brought  Guy's  renewal  of  the  correspondence. 

'  Amy,  here  is  something  for  you  to  read,'  said  Charles,  holding 
up  the  letter  as  she  came  into  the  room. 

8he  knew  the  writing.  ^  Wait  one  moment,  Charlie,  dear ;' 
and  she  ran  out  of  the  room,  found  her  mother  fortunately  alone, 
and  said,  averting  her  face, — '  Mamma,  dear,  do  you  think  I 
ought  to  let  Charue  show  me  that  letter  P' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  took  hold  of  her  hand,  and  drew  her  round 
so  as  to  look  into  the  face  through  its  veiling  curls.  The  hand 
shook,  and  the  face  was  in  a  glow  of  eagerness.  '  Yes,  dearest  I' 
said  she,  for  she  could  not  help  it ;  and  then,  as  Amy  ran  back 
again,  she  asked  herself  whether  it  was  foolish,  and  bad  for  her 
sweet  little  daughter ;  then  declared  to  herself  that  it  must — it 
should— it  would  come  right. 

There  was  not  a  word  of  Amy  in  the  letter,  but  it,  or  some- 
thmg  else,  made  her  more  bright  and  cheerful  than  she  had  been 
for  some  time  past.  It  seemed  as  if  the  lengthening  days  of 
January  were  bringing  renewed  comfort  with  them,  when  Charles, 
who  ever  since  October  had  been  confined  to  b^,  was  able  to 
wear  the  Chinese  dressing-gown,  be  lifted  to  a  couch,  and  wheeled 
into  the  dressing-room,  si^  prostrate,  but  much  enjoying  the 
change  of  scene,  which  he  caDed  coming  into  the  world. 

These  were  the  events  at  quiet  Holly  well,  while  Beddyffe  was 
still  engrossed  with  the  shipwreck,  which  seemed  to  have  come 
on  purpose  to  enliven  and  occupy  this  solitary  winter.  It  per- 
plexed the  Ashfords  about  their  baronet  more  than  ever.  Mr. 
Ashford  said  that  no  one  whose  conscience  was  not  clear  could 
have  confronted  danger  as  he  had  done ;  and  yet  the  certainty 
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that  he  was  under  a  cloud,  and  the  sadness,  so  inconsistent  with 
his  age  and  temperament,  still  puzzled  them.  Mrs.  Ashford 
thought  she  had  made  a  discovery.  The  second  day  after  the 
wreck,  the  whole  crew,  except  the  little  cahin-hoy,  were  going  to 
set  off  to  the  nearest  sea-port ;  and  the  evening  preceding  their 
departure,  they  Were  to  meet  their  rescuers,  the  fishermen,  at  a 
supper  in  the  great  servants'  hall  at  the  park.  Edward  and 
Bobert  were  in  great  glory,  bringing  in  huge  branches  of  ever- 
greens to  embellish  the  dean,  cold  place;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ashford  and  Grace  were  to  come  to  see  the  entertainment,  after 
having  some  coffee  in  the  library. 

Guy  prepared  it  for  his  company  by  tumbling  his  books  head- 
long  from  the  sofa  to  a  more,  remote  ottoman,  sticking  a  bit  of 
holly  on  the  mantel-shelf,  putting  out  his  beloved  old  firiend, 
Strutt's  '  Sports  and  Pastimes,'  to  amuse  Grace,  and  making  \xp 
an  immense  fire ;  and  then,  looking  round,  thought  the  room 
was  uncommonly  comfortable ;  but  the  first  thing  that  struck 
Mrs.  Ashford,  when,  with  face  beaming  welcome,  he  ushered  her 
in  from  the  great  hall,  was,  how  forlorn  rooms  looked  that  had 
not  a  woman  to  inhabit  them. 

The  supper  went  off  with  great  eclat.  Amaud  at  the  head 
of  the  table  carved  with  foreign  courtesies,  contrasted  with  tho 
downright  bluff  way  of  the  sailors.  As  soon  as  Sir  Guy  brought 
Mrs.  Ashford  to  look  in  on  them,  old  James  Eobinson  proposed 
his  health,  with  hopes  he  would  soon  come  and  live  among  them 
for  good ;  and  Jonas  Ledbury  added  another  wish,  that  *  Lady 
Morville'  might  soon  be  there  too.  At  these  words,  an  express 
sion  of  pain  came  upon  Guy's  face;  his  lips  were  rigidly  pressed 
together ;  he  turned  hastily  away,  and  paced  up  and  down  before 
he  could  command  his  countenance.  All  were  so  busy  cheering, 
that  no  one  heeded  his  change  of  demeanour  save  Mrs.  Ashford ; 
and  though,  when  he  returned  to  the  place  where  he  had  been 
standing,  his  complexion  was  deepened,  his  lip  quivered,  and  his 
voice  trembled  in  returning  thanks,  Mr.  Ashford  only  saw  the 
emotion  naturally  excited  by  his  people's  attachment. 

The  lady  understood  it  better ;  and  when  she  talked  it  over 
with  her  husband  in  the  evening,  they  were  convinced  the  cause 
of  his  trouble  must  be  some  unfortunate  attachment,  which  he 
might  think  it  his  duty  to  overcome ;  and  having  settled  this, 
they  became  very  fond  of  him,  and  anxious  to  make  Bedclyffe 
agreeable  to  him. 

Captain  and  crew  departed ;  the  little  boy  v/as  better,  and  his 
hosts.  Charity  and  Jem  Ledbury,  only  wished  to  keep  him  for 
ever ;  the  sensation  at  Bedclyffe  was  subsiding,  when  one  morning 
Markham  came,  in  a  state  of  extreme  satisfaction  and  import* 
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ance,  to  exhibit  the  county  paper,  with  a  full  account  of  the 
gallant  conduct  of  the  youthful  baronet.  Two  or  three  days 
afber,  on  coming  home  from  a  ride  to  Coombe  Prior,  Guy  found 
Lord  Thomdale's  card,  and  heard  from  Amaud  that  *  my  lord 
had  made  particular  inquiries  how  long  he  would  be  in  the 
country,  and  had  been  to  the  cliff  to  see  where  the  wreck  was.' 

Markham  likewise  attached  great  importance  to  this  visit,  and 
went  off  into  a  long  story  about  his  mfluence,  and  the  repre* 
sentation  of  Moorworth,  or  even  of  the  county.  As  soon  as 
Guy  knew  what  he  was  talking  about,  he  exclaimed,  ^Oh,  I 
hope  all  that  is  not  coming  on  me  yet!  Till  I  can  manage 
Todd  and  Coombe  Prior,  I  am  sure  I  am  not  fit  to  manage  the 
country !' 

A  few  mornings  afber,  he  found  on  the  table  an  envelope, 
which  he  studied,  as  if  playing  with  his  eagerness.  It  had  an 
East-hill  post-mark,  and  a  general  air  of  Holly  well  writing,  but 
it  was  not  in  the  hand  of  either  of  the  gentlemen,  nor  was  the 
tail  of  the  y  such  as  Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  wont  to  make.  It 
had  even  a  resemblance  to  Amabel's  own  writing,  that  startled 
him.  He  opened  it  at  last,  and  within  found  the  hand  he  could 
not  doubt — <])harle8's,  namely — much  more  crooked  than  usual, 
and  the  words  shortened  and  blotted : — 

*Deab  G., — I  ought  not  to  do  this,  but  I  must;  I  have 
tyrannized  over  Charlotte,  and  obtained  the  wherewithal.  Write 
me  a  full  account  of  your  gallant  conduct.  I  saw  it  first  in  A.'s 
face.  It  has  done  you  great  good  with  my  father.  I  will  write 
more  when  I  can.    I  can't  get  on  now. 

'  C.  M.  E.' 

He  might  well  say  he  had  first  seen  it  in  his  sister's  face. 
She  had  brought  him  the  paper,  and  was  looking  for  something 
he  wanted  her  to  read  to  bun,  when  '  Bedclyffe  Bay'  met  her 
eye,  and  then  came  the  whole  at  one  delightful  glance.  He  saw 
the  heightened  colour,  the  exquisite  smile,  the  tear-drop  on  the 
eyelash. 

*  Amy !  what  have  you  there  ?' 

She  pointed  to  the  place,  gave  the  paper  into  his  hand,  and 
burst  into  tears,  the  gush  of  triumphant  feeling.  Not  one  was 
shed  because  she  was  divided  from  the  hero  of  the  shipwreck ; 
they  were  pure  unselfish  tears  of  joy,  exultation,  and  thankfulness. 
Charles  read  the  history,  and  she  listened  in  silence ;  then  looked 
it  over  again  with  him,  and  betrayed  how  thoroughly  she  had 
been  taught  the  whole  geo^phy  of  Bedclyffe  Bay.  The  next 
person  who  came  in  was  Charlotte ;  and  as  soon  as  she  under- 
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stood  what  oocupied  them,  she  went  into  an  ecstasy,  and  flew 
away  with  the  paper,  rushing  with  it  straight  into  her  father's 
room,  where  she  broke  into  the  middle  of  lus  letter-writing,  b j 
reading  it  in  a  voice  of  triumph. 

Mr.  Edmonstone  was  delighted.  He  was  just  the  person  who 
would  be  far  more  taken  with  an  exploit  of  this  kmd,  such  aa 
would  make  a  figure  in  the  world,  than  by  steady  perseverance 
in  well-doing,  and  his  heart  was  won  directly.  His  wrath  at  the 
hasty  words  had  long  been  diminishing,  and  now  was  absolutely 
lost  in  his  admiration.  '  Fine  fellow !  noble  fellow !'  he  said. 
'  He  is  the  bravest  boy  I  ever  heard  of ;  but  I  knew  what  was  in 
him  from  the  first.  I  wish  finom  my  heart  there  was  not  this 
cloud  over  him.  I  am  sure  the  whole  story  has  not  a  word  of 
truth  in  it,  but  he  wont  say  a  word  to  clear  himself,  or  else  we 
would  have  him  here  again  to-morrow.' 

This  was  the  first  time  Mr.  Edmonstone  had  expressed  any- 
thing of  real  desire  to  recall  Ghiy,  and  it  was  what  Charles  meant 
in  his  letter. 

The  tyranny  over  Charlotte  was  exercised  while  the  rest  were 
at  dinner,  and  they  were  alone  together.  They  talked  over  the 
adventure  for  the  tenth  time  that  day,  and  Charles  grew  so 
excited  that  he  vowed  that  he  must  at  once  write  to  Ghiy ; 
ordered  her  to  give  him  the  materials,  and  when  she  hesitated, 
forced  her  into  it,  by  declaring  that  he  should  get  up  and  reacb 
the  things  himself,  which  would  be  a  great  deal  worse.  She 
wanted  to  write  from  his  dictation,  but  be  would  not  consent, 
thinking  that  his  mother  might  not  consider  it  proper,  and  he 
began  vigorously ;  but  though  long  used  to  writing  in  a  recum* 
bent  posture,  he  found  himself  less  capable  now  than  he  had 
expected,  and  went  on  soliloquising  thus :  *  What  a  pen  you've 
given  me,  Charlotte.  There  goes  a  blot !  Here,  another  dip, 
will  you !  and  take  up  that  with  the  blotting  paper  before  it 
becomes  more  like  a  spider.' 

'  Wont  you  make  a  fresh  beginning  ?' 

*  No,  that  has  cost  me  too  much  already.  I've  got  no  more 
command  over  my  fingers.  Here  we  go  into  the  fturther  comer 
of  the  paper.  Well !  C.  M.  E.  There  'tis— do  it  up,  will  you  ? 
If  he  can  read  it  he'll  be  lucky.    How  my  arms  ache !' 

'  I  hope  it  has  not  hurt  you,  Charlie ;  but  I  am  sure  he  will 
be  very  glad  of  it.    O  i  I  am  glad  you  said  that  about  Amy.' 
« Who  told  you  to  read  it.  Puss  ?' 

*  I  could  not  help  it,  'tis  so  large.' 

'  I  believe  I  didn't  aught  to  have  said  it.  Don't  tell  her  I  did,' 
said  Charles ;  '  but  I  couldn't  for  the  life  of  me — or  what  is 
more  to  the  purpose,  for  the  trouble  of  it — ^help  patting  it. 
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He  is  too  tnie  a  knight  not  to  bear  that  bis  lady,  not  exactly 
smiled,  but  cried.' 

'  He  is  a  tme  knight/  said  Charlotte,  emphaticallj,  as  with 
her  best  pen,  and  with  infinite  satisfaction,  she  indited  the 
*Sir  €hiy  Morville,  Bart.,  Eedclyffe  Park,  Moorworth,'  only 
wishing  she  could  lengthen  out  the  words  infinitely. 

'  Do  you  remember,  Charlie,  how  we  sat  here  the  first  evening 
he  came,  and  you  took  me  in  about  the  deadly  feud  P' 

'  It  was  no  take-in,'  said  Charles ;  '  only  the  feud  is  all  on  one 
side.' 

*  Oh,  dear !  it  has  been  such  a  stupid  winter  without  Guy,' 
sighed  Charlotte ;  '  if  this  wont  make  papa  forgive  him,  I  don't 
know  what  will.' . 

'I  wish  it  would,  with  all  my  heart,'  said  Charles;  'but 
logically,  if  you  understand  the  word,  Charlotte,  it  does  not 
make  much  difference  to  the  accosation.  It  would  not  exactly 
be  received  as  exculpatory  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice.' 

/  You  don't  believe  the  horrid  stories  ?' 

'  I  believe  that  Guy  has  gamed  quite  as  much  as  I  have  myself; 
but  I  want  to  see  him  cleared  beyond  the  power  of  Philip  to 
gainsay  or  disbelieve  it.  I  should  like  to  have  such  a  force  of 
proof  as  would  annihilate  Philip ;  and  if  I  was  anything  but 
what  I  am,  I  would  have  it.  If  you  could  but  lend  me  a  leg  for 
two  days,  Charlotte.' 

*  I  wish  I  could.' 

*  One  thing  shall  be  done,'  proceeded  Charles :  '  my  father 
shall  go  and  meet  him  in  person  when  he  comes  of  age.  Now 
Don  Philip  is  out  of  the  way,  I  trust  I  can  bring  that  about.' 

*  If  he  would  but  come  here !' 

*  No,  that  must  not  be,  as  mamma  says,  till  there  is  some 
explanation ;  but  if  I  was  but  in  my  usual  state,  I  would  go  with 
papa  and  meet  him  in  London.  I  wonder  if  there  is  any  chance 
of  it.  The  28th  of  March— ten  weeks  off!  If  I  can  but  get 
hold  of  those  trusty  crutches  of  mine  by  that  time  I'll  do,  and 
I'll  do,  and  I'll  do.  We  will  bring  back  Amy's  knight  with 
flying  colours.' 

*  Oh,  how  hi^py  we  should  be !' 

'  If  I  only  knew  what  sort  of  sense  that  Markham  of  his  may 
have,  I  would  give  him  a  hint,  and  set  him  to  ferret  out  at  St. 
Mildred's.  Or  shall  I  get  Dr.  Mayeme  to  ordez  me  there  for 
change  of  air  P' 

So  schemed  Charles ;  while  Ghiy,  on  his  side,  busied  himself 
at  Eedclyffe  as  usual ;  took  care  and  thought  for  the  cabin-boy 
— returned  Lord  Thomdale's  call  without  finding  him  at  home 
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T  the  school  finished,  and  opened — and  became  more  intimate 
with  the  Aahfords. 

He  Baid  he  should  not  come  home  at  Easter,  as  he  shotdd 
he  very  hnsyreading  for  his  degree ;  and  as  his  birthday  this 
year  fell  in  Holy  Week,  there  could  be  no  rejoicings ;  besides,  bs 
he  was  not  to  have  his  property  in  his  own  hands  till  he  was 
fiye-and-twenty,  it  would  make  no  difference  to  the  people.  The 
Ashfords  agreed  they  had  rather  he  was  safe  at  home  for  the 
Yacatio%  and  were  somewhat  anxious  when  he  spoke  of  coming 
home  to  settle,  after  he  had  taken  his  degree. 

For  his  owu  part  he  was  glad  the  season  would  prevent  any 
rejoicings,  for  he  was  in  no  fi:ame  of  mind  to  enter  into  them, 
and  his  birthday  had  been  so  sad  a  day  for  his  grandfather,  that 
he  had  no  associations  of  pleasure  connected  with  it. 

Markham  understood  the  feeling,  liked  it,  and  shared  it,  only 
saying  that  they  would  have  their  day  of  rejoicing  when  he 
married.  Guy  could  not  answer,  and  the  old  steward  remarked 
the  look  of  pain. 

'  Sir  Guy,'  said  he,  '  is  it  that  which  is  wrong  with  you  ? 
Don't  be  angry  with  an  old  man  for  asking  the  question,  but  I 
only  would  hope  and  trust  you  are  not  getting  into  any  scrape.' 

'  Thank  you,  Markham,*  said  Guy,  after  an  effort ;  '  I  cannot 
tell  you  about  it.  I  will  only  set  you  at  rest  by  saying  it  is 
nothing  you  could  think  I  ought  to  be  ashamed  of. 

*  Then  why — ^what  has  come  between  ?  What  could  man  or 
woman  object  to  in  you  p'  said  Markham,  regarding  him  proudly, 

*  These  unhappy  suspicions,'  said  Ghiy. 

*  I  can't  make  it  out,'  said  Markham.  *  You  must  have  been 
doing  something  foolish  to  give  rise  to  them.' 

Guy  told  nearly  what  he  had  said  on  the  first  day  of  his 
return,  but  nothmg  could  be  done  towards  clearing  up  the 
mystery,  and  he  returned  to  Oxford  as  usual. 

March  commenced,  and  Charles,  though  no  longer  absolutely 
recumbent,  and  able  to  write  letters  again,  could  not  yet  attempt 
to  use  his  crutches,  so  that  all  his  designs  vanished,  except  that 
of  persuading  his  father  to  go  to  London  to  meet  Ghiy  and 
Markham  there,  and  transact  the  business  consequent  on  his 
ward's  attaining  his  majority.  He  trusted  much  to  Ghiy's 
personal  influence,  and  said  to  his  father,  *  You  know  no  one  has 
seen  him  yet  but  Philip,  and  he  wotdd  tell  things  to  you  that  he 
might  not  to  him.' 

It  was  an  argument  that  delighted  Mr.  Edmonstone. 

*  Of  course  I  have  more  weight  and  experience,  and — and  poor 
Guy  is  very  fond  of  us.    Eh,  Charlie  p' 
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So  Charles  wrote  to  make  an  appointment  for  Gru j  to  meet  bis 
guardian  and  Markham  in  London  on  Easter  Tuesday.  '  If  you 
will  clear  up  the  gambling  stonr,'  he  wrote, '  all  may  yet  be  well.* 

Ghi^  sighed  as  he  laid  aside  the  letter.  '  All  in  vain,  kind 
Charhe,'  said  he  to  himself,  '  vain  as  are  my  attempts  to  keep 
my  poor  imcle  from  sinking  himself  further !  Is  it  fiair,  though,' 
contmued  he,  with  vehemence,  '  that  the  happiness  of  at  least 
one  life  should  be  sacrificed  to  hide  one  step  in  the  ruin  of  a  man 
*  who  will  not  let  himself  be  saved  ?  Is  it  not  a  waste  of  self- 
devotion  ?  Have  I  any  right  to  sacrifice  hers  ?  Ought  I  not 
rather' — and  a  flash  of  joy  came  over  him — ^  to  make  my  uncle 
give  me  back  my  promise  of  concealment  ?  I  can  make  it  up  to 
him.  It  cannot  injure  him,  since  only  the  Edmonstones  will 
know  it !  But' — and  he  pressed  his  Hps  firmly  together — *  is 
this  the  spirit  I  have  been  struggling  for  this  whole  winter  ? 
Did  I  not  see  that  patient  waiting  and  yielding  is  fit  penance 
for  my  violence.  It  would  be  ungenerous.  I  will  wait  and 
bear,  contented  that  Heaven  knows  my  innocence  at  least  in 
this.  For  her,  when  at  my  best  I  dreaded  that  my  love  might 
bring  sorrow  on  her — ^how  much  more  now,  when  I  have  seen 
my  doom  face  to  face,  and  when  the  first  step  towards  her  would 
be  what  I  cannot  openly  and  absolutely  declare  to  be  right! 
That  would  be  the  very  means  of  bringing  the  suffering  on  her, 
and  I  should  deserve  it.' 

Guy  quitted  these  thoiights  to  write  to  Markham  to  make 
the  appointment,  finishing  his  letter  with  a  request  that  Mark- 
ham would  stop  at  St.  Mudred's  on  his  way  to  London,  and  pay 
Miss  Wellwoody  the  lady  with  whom  his  uncle's  daughter  was 
placed,  for  her  quarter's  board.  '  I  hope  this  will  not  be  a  very 
troublesome  request,*  wrote  Guy ;  *  but  I  know  you  had  rather 
I  did  it  in  this  way,  than  disobey  your  maxims,  as  to  not  sending 
money  by  the  post.' 

The  time  before  the  day  of  meeting  was  spent  in  strengthening 
himself  against  the  pain  it  would  be  to  refuse  his  confidence  to 
Mr.  Edmonstone,  and  thus  to  throw  away  the  last  chance  of 
reconciliation,  and  of  Amy.  This  would  be  the  bitterest  pang  of 
all — to  see  them  ready  to  receive  him,  and  he  forced  to  reject 
their  kindness. 

So  passed  the  preceding  week,  and  with  it  his  twenty-first 
birthday,  spent  very  differently  from  the  way  in  which  it  would 
ordinarily  be  passed  by  a  youth  in  his  position.  It  went  by  in 
hard  study  and  sad  musings,  in  bracing  himself  to  a  resolution 
that  would  cost  him  all  he  held  dear,  and,  as  the  only  means  of 
so  bracing  himself,  in  trying  to  fix  his  gaze  more  steadily  beyond 
the  earth. 
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Easter  day  steadied  the  gaze  once  more  for  him,  aud  as  the 
past  week  had  nerved  him  in  the  spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  the  feast 
day  brought  him  true  imchanging  joy,  shining  out  of  sadness, 
and  enlightening  the  path  that  would  lead  him  to  keep  his 
resolution  to  the  utmost,  aud  endure  the  want  of  earthly  hope. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

Already  in  thy  spirit  thus  divine, 
Whatever  weu  or  woe  betide^ 
Be  that  high  sense  of  duty  etiSL  thv  guide. 

And  all  good  powers  will  aid  a  sonl  uke  thine. — SOUTHIT. 

*  "VrOW  for  it  !*  thought  Guy,  as  he  dismissed  his  cab,  and  was 
Xi   shown  upstairs  m  the  hotel.     ^Qiye  me  the  strength  to 
withstand  1' 

The  door  was  opened,  and  he  beheld  Mr.  Edmonstone,  Mark- 
ham,  and  another — ^it  surely  was  Sebastian  Dixon !  All  sprung 
up  to  receive  him ;  and  Mr.  Edmonstone,  seizing  him  by  both 
hands,  exclaimed — 

*  Here  he  is  himself !  Guy,  my  boy,  my  dear  boy,  you  are  the 
most  generous  fellow  in  the  world !  i  ou  have  been  used  abomi- 
nably. I  wish  my  two  hands  had  been  cut  off  before  I  was 
persuaded  to  write  that  letter ;  but  it  is  all  right  now.  Forget 
and  forgive — eh,  Guy  ?  You'll  come  home  with  me,  and  we 
will  write  this  very  day  for  Deloraine.' 

Guy  was  almost  giddy  with  surprise.  He  held  one  of  Mr. 
Edmonstone's  hands,  and  pressed  it  hard ;  his  other  hand  he 
passed  over  his  eyes,  as  if  in  a  dream.    '  All  right  ?'  he  repeated. 

'All  right!'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone.  'I  know  where  your 
money  went,  and  I  honour  you  for  it ;  and  there  stands  the  man 
who  told  me  the  whole  story.  I  said,  from  the  first,  it  was  a 
confounded  slander.     It  was  all  owing  to  the  little  girL' 

Guy  turned  his  face  in  amazement  towards  his  unde,  who  was 
only  waiting  to  explain.  '  Never  till  this  morning  had  I  the 
least  suspicion  that  I  had  been  the  means  of  bringing  you  imder 
any  imputation.    How  could  you  keep  me  in  ignorance  ?' 

*  You  have  told * 

*  Of  the.  cheque,'  broke  in  Mr.  Edmonstone,  '  and  of  all  the 
rest,  and  of  your  providing  for  the  little  girl.  How  could  you 
do  it  with  that  pittance  of  an  allowance  of  yours  ?  And  Master 
Philip  saying  you  never  had  any  money !     No  wonder,  indeed ! 

*  If  I  had  known  you  were  pinching  yourself,'  said  Dixon,  *  my 
mind  would  have  revolted ' 
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<  Let  me  understand  it,'  said  Guy,  grasping  the  back  of  a  chair. 
*  Tell  me,  Markham.  Is  it  really  so  P  Am  I  cleared  P  Has 
Mr.  Edmonstone  a  right  to  be  satisfied  P' 

*  Yes,  Sir  Guy,'  was  Markham's  direct  answer.  '  Mr.  Dixon 
has  accounted  for  your  disposal  of  the  thirty  pound  cheque,  and 
there  is  an  end  of  the  matter.' 

Guy  drew  a  long  breath,  and  the  convulsive  grasp  of  his 
fingers  relaxed. 

<  I  cannot  thank  you  enough  I'  said  he  to  his  imde ;  then  to 
Mr.  Edmonstone, '  how  is  Charles  P' 

"Better — much  better,  you  shall  see  him  to-morrow — eh, 

GuyP' 

'  But  I  cannot  explain  about  the  one  thousand  pounds.' 

'  Never  mind — ^you  never  had  it,  so  you  can't  have  misspent  it. 

That's  neither  here  nor  there.' 

'  And  you  forgive  my  language  respecting  you.' 

'  Nonsense  al^ut  that !   K  you  never  said  anything  worse  than 

that  Philip  was  a  meddling  coxcomb,  you  haven't  much  to  repent 

of;  and  I  am  sure  I  was  ten  old  fools  when  I  let  him  bore  me 

into  writing  that  letter.' 

'  No,  no;  you  did  right  under  your  belief;  and  circumstances 

were  strong  against  me.    And  is  it  dear  P   Are  we  where  we 

were  before  ?' 

*  We  are — ^we  are  in  everything ;  only  we  know  better  what 
you  are  worth,  Guy.  Shake  hands  once  more.  There's  an  end 
of  all  misunderstanding  and  vexation,  and  we  shall  be  all  right 
at  home  again!' 

The  shake  was  a  mighty  one.  Ghiy  shaded  his  face  for  a 
moment  or  two,  and  then  said — 

'  It  is  too  much.  I  don't  understand  it.  How  did  you  know 
'  this  matter  wanted  explanation  P'  said  he,  turning  to  lus  uncle. 

'I  learnt  it  from  Mr.  Markham,  and  you  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  believe,  that  I  was  greatly  shocked  to  find  that  your 
generosity ' 

'  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this,'  said  Markham.  '  You  sent  me 
to  Miss  Wellwood's,  at  St.  Mildred's.  The  prindpal  was  not 
within,  and  while  waiting  for  her  to  make  the  payment,  I  got 
into  conversation  with  her  sister,  Miss  Jane.  She  told  me  that  the 
child,  Mr.  Dixon's  daughter,  was  always  talking  of  your  kindness, 
especially  of  a  morning  at  St.  Mildi«d's,  when  you  helped  him 
in  some  difficulty.  I  thought  this  threw  some  light  on  the 
matter,  found  out  Mr.  Dixon  this  morning,  and  you  see  the 
result.' 

'  I  do,  indeed,'  said  Guy ;  *  I  wish  I  could  attempt  to  thank 
you  all.' 
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'  Thanks  enough  for  me  to  see  you  look  like  yourself/  said 
Markham.  *  Did  you  think  I  was  going  to  sit  still  and  leave 
you  in  the  mess  you  had  got  yourself  into,  with  your  irr^ularity 
ahout  keeping  your  accounts  P' 

^  And  to  you,'  said  Ghiy,  looking  at  his  unde,  as  if  it  was 
especially  pleasant  to  be  obliged  to  him.  '  You  never  can  guess 
what  I  owe  to  you  !* 

'  Nay,  I  deserve  no  thanks  at  all,'  said  Sebastian,  ^  since  I  was 
the  means  of  bringing  the  imputation  on  you ;  and  I  am  sure  it 
is  enough  for  a  wretch  like  me,  not  to  have  brought  only  misery 
wherever  I  turn — to  have  done  something  to  repair  the  evil  I 
have  caused*  Oh,  could  I  but  bring  back  your  &ther  to  what 
he  was  when  first  I  saw  him  as  you  are  now !' 
.  He  was  getting  into  one  of  those  violent  fits  of  self-reproach, 
at  once  genuine  and  theatrical,  of  which  Giiy  had  a  sort  of 
horror,  and  it  was  well  Mr.  Edmonstone  broke  in,  like  comedy 
into  tragedy. 

'  Come,  what's  past  can't  be  helped,  and  I  have  no  end  of  work 
to  be  done,  so  there's  speechifying  enoueh  for  once.  Mr.  Dixon, 
you  must  not  be  going.  Sit  down  and  look  over  the  newspaper, 
while  we  sign  these  papers.  You  must  dine  with  us,  and  dnnk 
your  nephew's  health,  though  it  id  not  his  real  birthday.' 

Guy  was  much  pleased  that  Mr.  Edmonstone  should  have 
given  this  invitation,  as  well  as  with  the  consideration  Markham 
had  shown  for  Dixon  in  his  narration.  Mr.  Dixon  who  had  learnt 
to  consider  parents  and  guardians  as  foes  and  tyrants,  stammered 
and  looked  confused  and  enraptured;  but  it  appeared  that  he  could 
not  stay,  for  he  had  a  professional  engagement.  He  gave  them 
an  exhortation  to  come  to  the  concert  where  he  was  employed, 
and  grew  so  ardent  in  his  description  of  it,  that  Guy  could  have 
wished  to  go ;  but  his  companions  were  in  haste  to  say  there  was 
far  too  much  to  do.  And  the  next  moment  Guy  told  himself, 
that  Mr.  Edmonstone's  good-natured  face  and  joyous  '  eh,  Guyp' 
were  more  to  him  than  any  music  he  could  hear  nearer  than 
HoUywell. 

He  went  downstairs  with  his  uncle,  who  all  the  way  raved 
about  the  music,  satisfied  to  find  ears  that  could  comprehend, 
and  was  too  full  of  it  even  to  attend  or  respond  to  the  parting 
thanks,  for  his  last  words  were  something  about  a  magnificent 
counter-tenor. 

Guy  walked  up  slowly,  trying  to  gather  his  thoughts:  but 
when  it  came  back  to  him  that  Amy  was  his  agidn,  his  brain 
seemed  to  reel  with  ecstasy,  and  it  would  have  taken  far  more 
time  than  he  could  spare  to  recall  his  sober  senses ;  so  he  opened 
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the  door,  to  convince  himself  at  least  of  Mr.  Edmonstone's 
presence,  and  was  received  with  another  shake  of  the  hand. 

'  So  here  you  are  again.  I  was  afraid  he  was  canying  you  off 
to  his  concert  after  all.  I  believe  you  have  half  a  mind  for  it. 
Do  you  like  to  sti^  in  London  for  the  next  ?  Eh,  Guy  V  and  it 
was  good  to  hear  Mr.  Edmonstone's  hearty  laugh,  as  he  patted  his 
ward  on  the  shoulder,  saw  his  blushing,  snuling  shake  of  the 
head,  and  gave  a  knowing  look,  which  let  in  a  fresh  light  on 
Markham,  and  luckily  was  imseen  by  Guy. 

'  Well,*  continued  Mr.  Edmonstone, '  the  man  is  more  gentle- 
manlike than  I  expected.  A  good  sort  of  fellow  at  the  bottom, 
I  dare  say.  He  was  pretty  considerably  shocked  to  find  he  had 
brought  you  into  such  a  scrape.' 

*  He  is  very  generous,'  said  Guy.  *  Oh,  there  is  much  of  a 
noble  character  in  him.' 

*  Noble  ?  humph  P'  put  in  Markham.  '  He  has  gone  down-hill 
fast  enough,  since  I  used  to  see  him  in  your  father's  time ;  but 
I  am  glad  he  had  the  decency  not  to  be  the  undoing  of  you.' 

'  His  feeling  is  his  great  point,'  said  Guy, '  when  you  can  once 

get  at  it.     I  wish '     But  breaking  off  short,  *  I  can't  make 

it  out.  What  did  little  Marianne  tell  you  ?  Or  was  it  Miss 
WeUwood?' 

'  It  was  first  theyotmgest  sister,'  said  Markham.  '  I  sat  there 
talking  to  her  some  little  time ;  she  said  you  had  been  very  kind 
to  the  family,  and  the  child  was  very  grateful  to  you — ^was 
always  talking  of  some  morning  when  you  and  your  dog  came, 
and  helped  her  mother.  Her  father  had  been  out  all  night,  and 
her  mother  was  ciying,  she  said,  and  declaring  he  would  be  sent 
to  prison,  till  you  came  and  helped  them.' 

*  Yes,  that's  it,' said  Guy. 

*  Well,  I  remembered  what  you  had  told  me  of  the  mystery 
of  the  draft,  and  guessed  that  this  might  be  the  due  to  it.  I 
b^^ged  to  see  the  child,  and  in  she  came,  the  very  image  of  your 
mother,  and  a  sharp  little  thing  that  knew  what  she  meant,  but 
had  not  much  idea  of  the  shame,  poor  child,  about  her  father. 
She  told  me  the  story  of  his  coming  home  in  the  morning,  and 
her  mother  being  in  great  distress,  and  saying  they  were  ruined, 
till  you  came  and  talked  to  her  mother,  and  gave  her  something. 
I  asked  if  it  was  money,  and  she  said  it  was  paper.  I  showed 
her  a  draft,  and  she  knew  it  was  like  that.  So  then  I  made  her 
tell  me  where  to  find  her  father,  whom  I  used  to  know  in  old 
times,  and  had  to  write  to,  now  and  then.  I  hunted  him  up, 
and  a  creditable  figure  he  was,  to  be  sure ;  but  I  got  the  truth 
out  of  him  at  last,  and  when  he  heard  you  had  got  into  disgrace  ' 
on  his  account,  he  raved  like  a  tragedy  hero,  and  swore  he  would 

XT 
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come  and  tell  your  griardian  the  whole  stoiy.  I  put  him  into  a 
cah  for  fear  he  shoidd  repent,  and  he  had  just  got  to  the  end  of 
it  when  yon  came  in.' 

'  It  18  of  no  use  to  thank  you  again,  Markham !' 

*  Why,  I  have  been  getting  your  funily  out  of  scrapes  these 
forty  years  or  thereabouts,'  said  Markham ;  "tis  all  I  am  good 
for ;  and  if  they  had  been  no  worse  than  this  one,  it  wouM  be 
better  for  all  of  us.  But  time  is  getting  on,  and  there  is  enough 
to  do.' 

.  To  the  accounts  they  went  at  once.  There  was  a  good  deal 
to  be  settled ;  and  though  Guy  had  as  yet  no  l^;al  power,  accord- 
ing to  his  grandfather's  will,  he  was  of  course  consulted  about 
everything.  He  was  glad  that,  since  he  could  not  be  alone  to 
bring  himself  to  the  r^dization  of  his  newly-recovered  happiness, 
he  should  have  this  sobering  and  engrossing  occupation.  There 
he  sat,  coolly  discussing  leases  and  repairs,  and  only  now  and 
then  allowing  himself  a  sort  of  glimpse  at  the  treasury  of  joy 
awaiting  him  whenever  he  had  time  to  dwell  on  it.  The  Coombe 
Prior  matters  were  set  in  a  better  train,  the  preliminary  arrange- 
ments about  the  curacy  were  made,  and  Ghiy  had  hopes  it  would 
be  his  friend  Mr.  Wdlwood's  title  for  Orders. 

There  was  no  time  to  write  to  Hollywell,  or  rather  Mr.  Ed- 
monstone  forgot  to  do  so  till  it  was  too  late,  and  then  consoled 
himself  by  observing  that  it  did  not  signify  if  his  &mily  were 
taken  by  smrprise,  since  joy  killed  no  one. 

His  family  were  by  no  means  of  opinion  that  it  did  not  si^ify 
when  the  next  morning's  post  brought  them  no  letter.  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  and  Charles  had  hbped  much,  and  Amy  did  not 
know  how  much  she  had  hoped  till  the  melancholy  words,  *  no 
letter,'  passed  from  one  to  the  other. 

To  make  it  worse,  by  some  of  those  mismanagements  of  Mr. 
Edmonstone's  which  used  to  run  counter  to  his  wife's  airangoo 
ments,  a  dinner-party  had  been  fixed  for  this  identical  Wednesday, 
.and  the  prospect  was  agreeable  to  no  one,  especially  when  the 
four  o'clock  train  did  not  bring  Mr.  Edmonstone,  who,  therefore, 
was  not  to  be  expected  till  seven,  when  all  the  world  would  be 
arrived. 

Laura  helped  Amy  to  dress,  put  the  flowers  in  her  hair,  kissed 
her,  and  told  her  it  was  a  trying  day ;  and  Amy  sighed  wearily, 
thanked  her,  and  went  down  with  arms  twined  in  hers,  whisper- 
ing, '  If  I  could  help  being  so  foolish  as  to  let  myself  have  a 
little  hope!' 

Laura  thought  the  case  so  hopeless,  that  she  was  sorry  Amy 
could  not  cease  from  the  foolishness,  and  did  not  answer.  Amy 
sat  down  at  the  foot  of  the  sofa,  whither  Charles  was  now  carried 
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down  every  day,  and  without  venturing  to  look  at  him,  worked 
at  her  netting.  A  carriage — ^her  colour  came  and  went,  but  it 
was  only  some  of  the  guests ;  another — ^the  Brownlows.  Amy 
was  speaking  to  Miss  Brownlow  when  she  heard  more  greetings ; 
she  looked  up,  caught  by  the  arm  of  the  sofa,  and  looked  again. 
Her  father  was  pouring  out  apologies  and  welcomes,  and  her 
mother  was  shaking  hands  with  Guy. 

Was  it  a  dream  ?  She  shut  her  eyes,  then  looked  again.  He 
was  dose  to  her  by  this  time,  she  felt  his  fingers  close  on  her 
white  glove  for  one  moment,  but  she  only  heard  his  voice  in  the 
earnest  *  How  are  you,  Charlie  ?*  Her  father  came  to  her,  gave 
her  first  his  usual  kiss  of  greeting,  then,  not  letting  her  go, 
looked  at  her  for  a  moment,  and,  as  if  he  could  not  help  it,  kissed 
her  on  both  cheeks,  and  said,  '  How  d'ye  do,  my  little  Amy?'  in 
a  voice  that  meant  unutterable  things.  All  the  room  was  swim- 
ming round;  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  run  away,  and 
she  ran,  but  from  the  ante-room  she  heard  the  call  outside, 
^  Sir  Guy's  bag  to  his  room,'  and  she  could  not  rush  out  among 
the  servants.  At  that  moment,  however,  she  spied  Mary  Boss 
and  her  father ;  she  darted  up  to  them,  said  something  incohe- 
rent about  Mary's  bonnet,  and  took  her  up  to  her  own  room. 

*  Amy,  my  dear,  you  look  wild.    What  has  come  to  youF' 

*  Papa  is  come  home,  arid '  the  rest  fiEoled,  and  Amy  was 

as  red  as  the  camellia  in  her  haur. 

*  And?'  repeated  Mary;  *  and  the  mystery  is  explamedp' 
*0h!  I  don't  know;  they  are  only  just  come,  and  I  was  so 

silly,  I  ran  away, — ^I  did  not  know  what  to  do.' 

*  They  are  come,  are  they?'  thought  Mary.  '  My  little  Amy, 
I  see  it  aU.' 

She  made  the  taking  off  her  bonnet  and  the  settling  her  lace 
as  elaborate  an  operation  as  she  could,  and  Amy  flitted  about  as 
if  she  did  not  by  any  means  know  what  she  was  doing.  A  springy, 
running  step  was  heard  on  the  stairs  and  in  the  passage,  and 
Mary,  though  she  could  not  see  her  little  friend's  face,  perceived 
her  neck  turn  red  fot  a  moment,  after  which  Amy  took  her  arm, 
pressed  it  affectionately,  and  they  went  down. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  very  glad  to  see  Amabel  looking 
tolerably  natural.  '  Mamma'  was  of  course  burning  to  hear  aU, 
but  she  was  so  confident  that  the  essentials  were  safe,  that  her 
present  care  was  to  see  how  her  two  young  lovers  would  be  able 
to  comport  themselves,  and  to  be  on  her  guard  against  attending 
to  them  more  than  to  her  guests. 

Amy,  after  passing  by  Charles,  and  getting  a  squeeze  from  his 
ever-sympathixing  hand,  put  herself  away  behind  Mary,  while 
Laura  talked  to  every  one,  hoping  to  show  that  there  was  some 

V2 
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self-posdession  in  the  family.  Guy  reappeared,  but,  after  one 
glance  to  see  if  Amy  was  present,  he  did  not  look  at  her  again, 
but  went  and  leant  over  the  lower  end  of  Charles's  sofa,  jnst  as 
he  used  to  do;  and  Charles  lay  gazing  at  him,  and  entirely 
forgetting  what  he  had  been  trying  to  say  jnst  before  to  Mrs. 
Brownlow,  professing  to  have  come  from  London  that  morning, 
and  making  the  absent  mistakes  likely  to  be  attributed  to  the 
lovers  themselves. 

Mr.  Edmonstone  came,  and  dinner  followed.  As  Mrs.  Edmon- 
stone  paired  off  her  company,  she  considered  what  to  do  with 
her  new  arrival. 

*  If  you  had  come  two  hours  ago,'  said  she,  within  herself, 
*  I  would  have  let  you  be  at  home.  Now  you  must  be  a  great 
man,  and  be  content  with  me.     It  will  be  better  for  Amy.' 

Accordingly  Guy  was  between  her  and  Mrs.  Gresham.  She 
did  not  try  to  speak  to  him,  and  was  amused  by  his  fitful  attempts 
at  making  conversation  with  Mrs.  Gresham,  when  it  struck  him 
that  he  ought  to  be  taking  notice  of  her.  Amy  (very  fortunately, 
in  her  own  opinion)  was  out  of  sight  of  him,  on  the  same  side  of 
the  table,  next  to  Mr.  Ross,  who,  like  his  daughter,  guessed 
enough  about  the  state  of  things  to  let  her  alone. 

Charles  was  enjoying  all  manner  of  delightful  conjectures  with 
Charlotte,  till  the  ladies  returned  to  the  drawing-room,  and  then 
he  said  as  much  as  he  dared  to  Mary  Boss,  far  more  than  she 
had  gained  from  Laura,  who,  as  they  came  out  of  the  dining- 
room,  had  said, — 

'Don't  ask  me  any  questions,  for  I  know  nothing  at  all 
about  it.' 

Amy  was  talked  to  by  Mrs.  Gresham  about  club-books,  and 
new  flowers,  to  which  she  was  by  this  time  able  to  attend  very 
well,  satis^ed  that  his  happiness  had  returned,  and  content  to 
wait  till  the  good  time  for  knowing  how.  She  could  even  be 
composed  when  the  gentlemen  came  in,  Guy  talking  to  Mr.  Boss 
about  Coombe  Prior,  and  then  going  to  Charles ;  but  presently 
she  saw  no  more,  for  a  request  for  music  was  made,  and  she  was 
obliged  to  go  and  play  a  duet  with  Laura.  She  did  not  dislike 
this,  but  there  followed  a  persecution  for  some  eing^g.  Laura 
would  have  spared  her,  but  could  not ;  and  while  she  was  turn- 
ing over  the  book  to  try  to  find  something  that  was  not  impossible 
to  b^gin,  and  Laura  whispering  encouragingly,  *  This — ^try  this — 
your  part  is  almost  nothing;  or  can't  you  do  this  P'  another 
hand  tiuned  over  the  leaves,  as  if  perfectly  at  home  in  them,  and, 
without  speaking,  as  if  it  was  natural  for  him  to  spare  Amy,  found 
a  song  which  they  had  ofben  sung  together,  where  she  might  join 
as  much  or  as  little  as  she  chose,  under  cover  of  his  voice.    She 
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had  not  a  thought  or  sensation  beyond  the  joy  of  hearing  it  again, 
and  she  stood  motionless,  as  if  in  a  trance.  When  it*  vtbs  over, 
he  said  to  Laura, '  I  beg  your  pardon  for  making  such  bad  work. 
I  am  so  much  out  of  practice.' 

Mrs.  Brownlow  was  seen  advancing  on  them ;  Amy  retreated, 
leaving  Guy  and  Laura  to  fulfil  all  that  was  required  of  them, 
which  they  did  with  a  very  good  grace,  and  Laura's  old  familiar 
feeling  began  to  revive,  so  much  that  she  whispered  while  he  was 
finding  the  place, '  Don't  you  dislike  all  this  excessively?' 

'  It  does  as  well  as  anything  else,  thank  you,'  was  the  answer. 
'  I  can  do  it  better  than  talking.' 

At  last  they  were  released,  and  the  world  was  going  away. 
Mary  could  not  help  whispering  to  Mrs.  Edmonstone, '  How  glad 
you  must  be  to  get  rid  of  us !'  and,  as  Mrs.  Edmonstone  answered 
with  a  smile,  she  ventured  further  to  say, — *  How  beautifiilly 
Amy  has  behaved!' 

Little  Amy,  as  soon  as  she  had  heard  the  last  carriage  roll  off, 
wished  every  one  good  night,  shook  hands  with  Guy,  holding  up 
the  lighted  candle  between  him  and  her  face  as  a  veil,  and  ran 
away  to  her  own  room.  The  others  remained  in  a  sort  of 
embarrassed  silence,  Mr.  Edmonstone  rubbing  his  hands;  Laura 
lighted  the  candles,  Charlotte  asked  after  Bustle,  and  was  answered 
that  he  was  at  Oxford,  and  Charles,  laying  hold  of  the  side  of 
the  sofa,  pulled  himself  by  it  into  a  sittmg  posture. 

*  Shall  I  help  you?'  said  Guy. 

*  Thank  you,  but  I  am  not  ready  yet;  besides,  I  am  an  actual 
log  now,  and  am  carried  as  such,  so  it  is  of  no  use  to  wait  for  me. 
Mamma  shall  have  the  first  turn,  and  I  wont  even  leave  my 
door  open.'  t 

*  Yes,  yes,  yes;  go  and  have  it  out  with  mamma,  next  best  to 
Amy  herself,  as  she  is  run  away — eh,  Guy  ?'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone. 

Guy  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone  had  not  hitherto  trusted  themselves 
to  speak  to  each  other,  but  they  looked  and  smiled;  then,  wishing 
the  rest  good  night,  they  disappeared.  Then  there  was  a  simul- 
taneous  outbreak  of  *  WeU?' 

'  All  right!*  said'Mr.  Edmonstone.  *  Every  word  was  untrue. 
He  is  the  noblest  fellow  in  the  world,  as  I  knew  all  the  time,  and 
•  I  was  an  old  fool  for  listening  to  a  pack  of  stories  against  him.' 

'Hurrah!'  cried  Charles,  &immmg  on  the  back  of  his  sofa. 
*  Let  us  hear  how  the  truth  came  out,  and  what  it  was.' 

'  It  was  that  Dixon.  There  has  he  been  helping  that  man.for 
ever,  sending  his  child  to  school,  giving  him  sums  upon  sums, 
paying  his  gaming  debts  with  that  cheque!' 

'  Oh,  oh!'  cried  Charles. 

'  Yes,  that  was  it!  The  child  told  Markham  of  it,  and  Markham 
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brought  the  father  to  tell  me.  It  puts  me  in  a  rage  to  think  of 
the  monstrous  stories  Philip  has  maide  me  believe!* 

'  I  was  sure  of  it!'  cried  Charles.  ^  I  knew  it  would  come  out 
that  he  had  only  been  so  much  better  than  other  people  that 
nobody  could  believe  it.  Cleared!  cleared!  Why,  Charlotte, 
Mr.  Beady-to-halt  will  be  for  footing  it  deverly  enough!*  as  she 
was  wildly  curvetting  round  him. 

'  I  was  always  sure/  said  Mr.  Edmonstone.  '  I  knew  it  was 
not  in  him  to  go  wrong.  It  was  only  Philip,  who  would  persuade 
me  black  was  white.* 

'  I  never  believed  one  word  of  it,'  said  Charles;  ^  still  less  after 
I  saw  Philip's  animosity.' 

^  Jje%  ab%&M  ant  toufoun  torty^  interrupted  Laura;  then,  aihdd 
of  saying  too  ihuch,  she  added, — '  Come,  Charlotte,  it  is  very  late.' 

*  And  I  shall  be  the  first  to  tell  Amy!'  cried  Charlotte.  '  Good 
night,  papa! — ^good  night,  Charlie!' 

She  rushed  upstairs,  a&aid  of  being  forestalled.  Laura  lin- 
gered, putting  some  books  away  in  the  ante-room,  tiyii^  to 
overcome  the  weary  pain  at  her  heart.  She  did  not  know  now 
to  be  confident.  Her  father's  judgment  was  worthless  in  her 
eyes,  and  Philip  had  predicted  that  Amy  would  be  sacrificed  after 
alL  To  see  them  happy  made  her  sigh  at  the  distance  of  her  own 
hopes,  and  worse  than  all  was  self-reproach  for  unkindness  in  not 
rejoicing  with  the  rest,  in  spite  of  her  real  affection  for  Guy  him- 
self. When  she  thought  of  him,  she  could  not  believe  him  guilty ; 
when  she  thought  of  Philip's  belief,  she  could  not  suppose  him 
innocent,  and  she  pitied  her  raster  for  enjoying  a  delusive  happi- 
ness. With  effort,  however,  she  went  to  her  room,  and,  fincQng 
her  a  little  overpowered  by  Charlotte's  tumultuous  joy,  saw  that 
peace  and  solitude  were  best  for  her  till  she  could  have  more 
certain  intelligence,  and,  after  very  tender  good-nights,  earned 
off  Charlotte. 

It  would  be  hard  to  describe  Mrs.  Edmonstone's  emoiion,  as 
she  preceded  Guy  to  the  dressing-room,  and  sat  down,  looking 
up  to  hun  as  he  stood  in  his  old  place  by  the  fire.  She  thought 
he  did  not  look  well,  though  it  might  be  only  that  the  son-burnt 
cxdour  had  given  place  to  his  natural  fairness;  his  eyes,  though 
bright  as  ever,  did  not  dance  and  sparkle;  a  graver  expression 
sat  on  his  brow;  and  although  he  still  looked  very  young,  a  change 
there  certainly  was,  which  made  him  man  instead  of  boy — a  lode 
of  having  sufiered,  and  conquered  suffering.  She  felt  even  more 
motherly  affection  for  him  now  than  when  he  last  stood  there  in 
the  full  tide  of  his  first  outburst  of  his  love  for  her  daughter,  and 
her  heart  was  almost  too  full  for  speech;  but  he  seemed  to  be 
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waiting  for  her,  and  at  last  she  said, — '  I  am  very  glad  to  have 

you  here  again.' 

He  smiled  a  little,  then  said, '  May  I  tell  you  all  about  it?* 
'  Sit  down  here.     I  want  very  much  to  hear  it.    I  am  sure 

you  have  gone  through  a  good  deal.' 

'  I  have,  indeed,'  said  he,  simply  and  gravely;  and  there  was 

a  silence,  while  she  was  certain  that,  whatever  he  might  have 

endured,  he  did  not  feel  it  to  have  been  in  vain. 

*  But  it  is  at  an  end,'  said  she.  '  I  have  scarcely  seen  Mr. 
Edmonstone,  but  he  teUs  me  he  is  perfectly  satisfied.' 

'  He  is  so  kind  as  to  be  satisfied,  though  you  know  I  still  can-* 
^ot  explain  about  the  large  sum  I  asked  him  for.' 

'  We  will  trust  you,'  sidd  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  smiling ;  *  but  lam 
very  anxious  to  hear  how  you  came  to  an  understanding.' 

Guy  went  over  the  story  in  detail,  and  very  much  affected  she 
was  to  hear  how  entirely  unfounded  had  been  the  suspicion,  and 
how  thankful  he  was  for  Mr.  Edmonstone's  forgiveness. 

*  You  had  rather  to  forgive  us!'  said  she. 

*  You  forget  how  ill  I  behaved,'  said  Guy,  colouring.  *  If  you 
knew  the  madness  of  those  first  moments  of  provocation,  you 
would  think  that  the  penance  of  a  lifetime,  instead  of  only  one 
winter,  would  sdarce  have  been  sufiicient.' 

'  You  would  not  say,  as  Charles  does,  that  the  suspicion  justified 
your  anger  P' 

'  No,  indeed!'  He  paused  and  spoke  again.  *  Thank  Heaven, 
it  did  not  last  long;  but  the  insight  it  gave  me  into  the  unsub- 
dued evil  about  me  was  a  fearM  thing.' 

*  But  you  conquered  it.  They  were  the  unguarded  exclama- 
tions of  the  first  shock.  Your  whole  conduct  since,  especially 
the  interview  with  Philip,  has  shown  that  your  anger  has  not 
1)e6n  abiding,  and  that  you  have  learnt  to  subdue  it.' 

'  It  could  not  abide,  for  there  was  no  just  cause  of  offence.  Of 
course  such  a  dreadful  outburst  warned  me  to  be  on  my  guard ; 
and  you  know  the  very  sight  of  Philip  is  a  warning  that  there  is 
.danger  in  that  way !  I  mean,'  said  Giiy,  becoming  conscious  that 
he  had  been  very  severe, '  I  mean  that  I  know  of  old  that  I  am 
.apt  to  be  worried  by  his  manner,  and  that  ought  to  make  me 
doubly  cautious.'  * 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  struck  by  the  soberer  manner  in  which 
he  spoke  of  his  faults.  He  was  as  ready  to  take  full  blame,  but 
without  the  vehemence  which  he  used  to  expend  in  raving  at  him- 
self instead  of  at  the  offender.  It  seemed  as  if  he  had  brought 
.himself  to  the  tone  he  used  to  desire  so  earnestly.  « 

'  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  explain  all  to  Philip/  he  said. 


«^ 
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''  I  will  write  as  soon  as  possible.  Oh,  Mrs.  Edmonstone !  if  you 
knew  what  it  is  to  be  brought  back  to  such  unhoped-for  happiness, 
to 'sit  here  onoe  more,  with  you,' — his  voice  trembled,  and  the 
tears  were  in  her  eyes, — '  to  have  seen  her,  to  have  all  overlooked, 
and  return  to  all  I  hoped  last  year.  I  want  to  look  at  you  all,  to 
believe  that  it  is  true,'  he  finished,  smiling. 

'  You  both  behaved  very  well  this  evening,'  said  she,  laughing, 
because  she  could  do  so  better  than  anything  else  at  that 
moment. 

*  You  both !'  murmured  Guy  to  himself. 

*  Ah !  little  Amy  has  been  very  good  this  winter.' 

He  answered  her  with  a  beauUfud  expression  of  his  eyes,  was 
silent  a  little  while,  and  suddenly  exclaimed,  in  a  candid,  expostu- 
lating tone,  *  But  now,  seriously,  don't  you  think  it  a  very  bad 
thing  for  her  ?' 

*  My  dear  Guy,'  said  she,  scarcely  repressing  a  disposition  to 
laugh,  *  I  told  you  last  sunmier  what  I  thought  of  it,  and  you 
must  settle  the  rest  with  Amy  to-morrow.  I  hear  the  drawing- 
room  bell,  which  is  a  sign  I  must  send  you  to  bed.  Good 
night!' 

'  Gtsod  night !'  repeated  Guy,  as  he  held  her  hand.  '  It  is  so 
long  since  I  have  had  any  one  to  wish  me  good  night !  Good 
night,  mamma !' 

She  pressed  his  hand,  then  as  he  ran  down  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  in  carrying  Charles,  she,  the  tears  in  her  eyes,  crossed  the 
passage  to  see  how  it  was  with  her  little  Amy,  and  to  set  her  at 
rest  for  the  night. 

'  Amy's  candle  was  out,  and  she  was  in  bed,  lying  full  in  the 
light  of  the  Easter  moon,  which  poured  in  glorious  whiteness 
through  her  window.  She  started  up  as  the  door  opened.  '  Oh, 
mamma !  how  kind  of  you  to  come !' 

'  I  can  only  stay  a  moment,  my  dear ;  your  papa  is  coming  up; 
but  I  must  just  tell  you  that  I  have  been  having  such  a  nice  talk 
with  dear  Guy.  He  has  behaved  beautifully,  and  papa  is  quite 
satisfied.  Now,  darling,  I  hope  you  will  not  lie  awi^e  all  night, 
or  you  wont  be  fit  to  talk  to  him  to-morrow.' 

*  Amy  sat  up  in  bed,  and  put  her  arms  round  her  mother's  neck. 

*  Then  he  is  happy  again,'  she  whispered.  '  I  should  like  to  hear 
all.' 

'  He  shall  tell  you  himself  to-morrow,  my  dear.  Now,  good 
night !  you  have  been  a  very  good  child.  Now,  go  to  sleep,  my 
dear  one.' 

Amy  lay  down  obediently.  *  Thank  you  for  coming  to  tell  me, 
dear  mamma,'  she  said.     '  I  am  very  glad ;  good  night.' 

She  shut  her  eyes,  and  there  was  something  in  the  sweet, 
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obedient,  placid  look  of  her  face,  as  the  white  moonlight  shone 
upon  it,  that  made  her  mother  pause  and  gaze  again  with  the 
feeling,  only  tenderer,  left  by  a  beantiful  poem.  .Ajmy  looked  up 
to  see  why  she  delayed ;  she  gave  her  another  kiss,  and  left  her 
in  the  moonlight. 

Little  Amy's  instinct  was  to  believe  the  best,  and  do  as  she  was 
bidden,  and  there  was  a  '  quietness  and  confidence  in  the  tone  of 
her  mind  which  gave  a  sort  of  serenity  of  its  own  even  to  suspense. 
A  thankful,  happy  sensation  that  all  was  well,  mamma  said  so ; 
and  Ghiy  was  there,  had  taken  possession  of  her,  and  she  did 
not  agitate  herself  to  know  how  or  why,  for  mamma  had  told  her 
to  put  herself  to  sleep ;  so  she  thought  of  all  the  most  thanks- 
giving verses  of  her  store  of  poetry,  and  before  the  moon  had 
passed  away  from  her  window,  Amabel  Edmonstone  was  wrapped 
in  a  sleep  oreamless  and  tranquil  as  an  infiuit's. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Hence,  bashftd  cunning. 
And  prompt  me,  plain  and  holy  innocence. 
I  am  your'wife  if  you  will  marry  me. — ^Tempbst. 

AMABEL  awoke  to  such  a  sense  of  relief  and  repose  that  she 
scarcely  liked  to  ask  herself  the  cause,  lest  it  might  ruffle  her 
complete  peace.  Those  words  *  all  right,'  seemed  to  be  enough 
to  assure  her  that  the  cloud  was  gone. 

Her  mother  came  in,  told  her  one  or  two  of  the  main  facts,  and 
took  her  down  under  her  wing,  only  stopping  by  the  way  for  a 
greeting  to  Charles,  who  could  not  rise  till  af^r  breakfast.  He' 
held  her  fast,  and  gazed  up  in  her  face,  but  she  coloured  so  deeply, 
cast  down  her  eyes,  and  looked  so  meek  and  submissive,  that  he 
let  her  go,  and  said  nothing. 

The  breakfiist  party  were  for  the  most  part  quiet,  silent,  and 
hf^py.  Even  Charlotte  was  hushed  by  the  subdued  feeling  of 
the  rest,  and  Mr.  Edmonstone's  hilarity,  though  replied  to  in 
turn  by  each,  failed  to  wake  them  into  mirth.  Guy  ran  up  and 
down  stairs  continually,  to  wait  upon  Charles ;  and  thus  the  con- 
versation was  always  mterrupted  as  fast  as  it  began,  so  that  the 
only  fact  that  came  out  was  the  cause  of  the  lateness  of  their 
arrival  yesterday.  Mr.  Edmonstone  had  taken  it  for  granted 
that  Guy,  like  Philip,  would  watch  for  the  right  time,  and  warn 
him ;  while  Guy,  being  excessively  impatient,  had  been  so  much 
afraid  of  letting  himself  fidget,  as  to  have  suffered  the  right  mo- 
ment to  pass^  and  then  borne  all  the  blame. 
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'  How  you  most  have  wanted  to  pUij  the  Hannonious  Black- 
smith/ said  Charlotte. 

'  I  caught  myself  going  through  the  motions  twice,'  said  Guy. 

.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  said  to  herself  that  he  might  contest  the 

palm  of  temper  with  Amy  even ;  the  difference  heing,  that  hers 

was  naturally  sweet,  his  a  hasty  one,  so  governed  that  the  result 

was  the  same. 

When  hreakfast  was  over,  as  they  were  rising,  Guy  made  two 
steps  towards  Amabel,  at  whom  he  had  hitherto  scarcely  looked, 
and  said,  very  low,  in  his  straightforward  way :  '  Can  I  speak  to 
you  a  little  while  P' 

Amy's  face  glowed  as  she  moved  towards  him,  and  her  mother 
said  something  about  tiie  drawing-room,  where  the  next  moment 
she  found  herself.  She  did  not  use  any  little  restless  arts  to  play 
with  her  embarrassment ;  she  did  not  torment  the  flowers  or  the 
chimney  ornaments,  nor  even  her  own  rings ;  she  stood  with  her 
hands  folded  and  her  head  a  little  bent  down,  like  a  pendant 
blossom,  ready  to  listen  to  whatever  might  be  said  to  her. 

He  did  not  speak  at  first,  but  moved  uneasily  about.  At  last 
he  came  nearer,  and  began  speaking  fast  and  nervously. 

'  Amabel,  I  want  you  to  oonsidei: — ^you  really  ought  to  think 
whether  this  is  not  a  very  bad  thing  for  you.' 

The  drooping  head  was  raised,  the  downcast  lids  lifbed  up,  and 
the  blue  eyes  fixed  on  him  with  a  look  at  once  confiding  and 
wondering.    He  proceeded — 

'  I  have  brought  you  nothing  but  unhappiness  already.  So  far 
as  you  have  taken  any  interest  in  me,  it  could  causQ  you  only  pain, 
and  the  more  I  think  of  it,  the  more  unfit  it  seems  that  one  so 
formed  for  light,  and  joy,  and  innocent  mirth,  should  have  any* 
thing  to  do  with  the  darkness  that  is  round  me.  Think  well  of 
it.  I  feel  as  if  I  had  done  a  selfish  thing  by  you,  and  now,  you 
know,  you  are  not  bound.  You  are  quite  free !  No  one  Imows 
anything  about  it ;  or  if  they  did,  the  blame  would  rest  entirely 
with  me.  I  would  take  care  it  should.  So  Amy,  think,  and  think 
well,  before  you  risk  your  happiness.' 

*  As  to  tliAt,'  replied  Amy,  in  a  soft,  low  voice,  with  9ueh  a  look 
of  truth  in  her  clear  eyes, '  I  must  care  for  whatever  happens  to 
you,  and  I  had  rather  it  was  with  you,  than  without  you,'  she  said, 
casting  them  down  again. 

*  My  Amy  \ — ^my  own ! — ^my  Yerena  1* — ^and  he  held  fast  one  of 
her  hands,  as  they  sat  together  on  the  sofa — ^'I  had  a  feeling,  that 
so  it  might  be  through  the  very  worst,  yet  I  can  hardly  believe 
it  now.' 

'  Guy,'  said  Amy,  looking  up,  with  the  gentle  resolution  that 
had  lately  grown  on  her,  'you  must  not  take  me  for  more  than  I 
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am  worth,  and  I  ghoxild  like  to  tell  yoa  fairly.  I  did  not  speak 
last  time,  because  it  was  all  so  stnmge  and  so  delightful,  and  I 
had  no  time  to  think,  because  I  was  so  confused.  But  that  is  a 
long  time  ago,  and  this  has  been  a  very  sad  winter,  and  I  have 
thought  a  great  deal.  I  know,  and  jou  know,  too,  that  I  am  a 
foolish  little  thing ;  I  have  been  silly  little  Amy  alw^s ;  you  and 
Charlie  have  helped  me  to  all  the  sense  I  hare,  and  I  don't  think 
I  could  ever  be  a  dever,  strong-minded  woman,  such  as  one 
admires.' 

'  Heaven  forbid  P  ejaculated  CKiy ;  moved,  perhaps,  by  a  certain 
remembrance  of  St.  Mildred's. 

*  But,'  continued  Amy,  *  I  believe  I  do  really  wish  to  be  good, 
and  I  know  you  have  helped  me  to  wish  it  much  more,  and  I 
have  been  tiding  to  learn  to  bear  things,  and  so'-^out  came  some- 
thing, very  hke  a  sunny  smile,  though  some  tears  followed — '  so  if 
you  do  like  such  a  silly  little  thing,  it  can't  be  helped,  and  we  will 
try  to  make  the  best  of  her.  Only  don't  say  any  more  about  my 
being  happier  without  you :  for  one  thing  I  am  very  sui«  of,  Guy, 
I  had  rather  bear  anything  with  you,  than  know  you  were  bearing 
it  alone.  I  am  only  afraid  of  bmg  foolish  and  weak,  and  making 
things  worse  for  you.' 

*  So  much  worse !  But  still,'  he  added, '  speak  as  yon  may,  my 
Amy,  I  cannot,  must  not,  feel  that  I  have  a  right  to  thmk  of 
you  as  my  ovm,  till  you  have  heard  all.  You  ought  to  know 
what  my  temper  is  before  you  risk  yourself  in  its  power.  Amy, 
my  first  thought  towards  Fhilip  was  nothing  short  of  murder.' 

She  raised  her  eyes,  and  saw  how  far  en^rely  he  meant  what 
he  said. 

*  The  first — ^not  the  second,'  she  murmured. 

'  Yes,  the  second — the  third.  There  was  a  moment  when  I 
.ooidd  have  given  my  soul  for  my  revenge !' 

*  Only  a  moment !' 

'  Only  a  moment,  thank  Heaven !  and  I  have  not  done  quite 
so  badly  since.  I  hope  I  have  not  sufiered  quite  in  vain ;  but  if 
that  shock  could  overthrow  all  my  wonted  guards,  it  might, 
though  I  pray  Heaven  it  may  not,  it  might  happen  again.' 

*  I  think  you  conquered  yourself  then,  and  that  you  will  again,' 
said  Amy. 

'  And  suppose  I  was  ever  to  be  mad  enough  to  be  angry  with 
youP' 

Amy  smiled  outright  here.  *0f  course,  I  should  deserve  it; 
•but  I  think  the  trouble  would  be  the  comforting  you  afterwards. 
Mamma  said' — ^she  added,  afber  a  long  silence,  during  which 
Guy's  feeling  would  not  let  him  speak — '  mamma  said,  and  I 
think,  that  you  are  much  safer  and  better  with  such  a  quick 
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temper  as  yoiin,  because  you  are  always  struggling  and  fighting 
\nth  it,  on  the  real  true  religious  ground,  than  a  person  more 
even  tempered  by  nature,  but  not  so  much  in  earnest  in  doing 
right.' 

V  Yes,  if  I  did  not  believe  myself  to  be  in  earnest  about  that,  I 
could  never  dare  to  speak  to  you  at  all.' 

*  We  will  help  each  other,'  said  Amy;  *  you  have  always  helped 
me,  long  before  we  knew  we  cared  for  each  other !' 

*  And,  Amy,  if  you  knew  how  the  thought  of  you  helped  me 
last  winter,  even  when  I  thought  I  had  forfeited  you  for  ever.' 

Their  taJk  only  ceased  when,  at  one  o'clock,  Mrs.  Edmonstone, 
who  had  pronounced  in  the  dressing-room  that  three  hours  was 
enough  for  them  at  once,  came  in,  and  asked  Quy  to  go  and  help 
to  carry  Charles  downstairs. 

He  went,  and  Amy  nestled  up  to  her  mother,  raising  her  £eu» 
to  be  kissed. 

'It  is  very  nice!'  she  whispered;  and  then  arranged  her 
brother's  sofa,  as  she  heard  his  progress  downstairs  b^inning. 
He  was  so  light  and  thin  as  to  be  very  easily  carried,  and  was 
brought  in  between  Guy  and  one  of  the  servants.  When  he  was 
settled  on  the  sofa,  he  began  thus, — ^  There  was  a  grand  oppor- 
tunity lost  last  winter.  I  was  continually  rehearsing  the  scene, 
and  thinking  what  waste  it  was  to  go  through  such  a  variety  of 
torture  without  the  dignity  of  danger.  If  I  could  but  have  got 
up  ever  so  small  an  alarm,  I  would  have  conjured  my  £&ther  to 
send  for  Guy,  entreated  pathetically  that  the  reconciliation  might 
be  effected,  and  have  drawn  my  last  breath  clasping  their  hands, 
thus!     The  curtain  falls !' 

He  made  a  feint  of  joining  their  hands,  put  his  head  back,  and 
shut  his  eyes  with  an  air  and  a  grace  that  put  Charlotte  into  an 
ecstasy,  and  made  even  Amy  laugh,  as  she  quitted  the  room, 
blushing. 

'  But  if  it  had  been  your  last  breath,'  said  Charlotte,  *  you 
would  not  have  been  much  the  wiser.' 

'  I  would  have  come  to  life  again  ii\  time  to  enjoy  the  coup  de 
thedtre.  1  had  some  thoughts  of  trying  an  overdose  of  opium ; 
but  I  thought  Br.  Mayeme  would  have  found  me  out.  I  tell 
you,  because  it  is  fair  I  should  have  the  credit ;  for,  Guy,  if  you 
knew  what  she  was  to  me  all  the  winter,  you  would  perceive  my 
superhuman  generosity  in  not  receiving  you  as  my  greatest 
enemy.' 

'  I  shall  soon  cease  to  be  surprised  at  any  superhuman  gene- 
rosity,' said  Guy.  *  But  how  thin  you  are,  Charlie ;  you  are  a 
very  feather  to  carry  ;  I  had  no  notion  it  had  been  such  a  severe 
business.' 
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'Most  uncommon!'  said  Charles,  shaking  his  head,  with  a 
mock  solemnity. 

'  It  was  the  worst  of  all,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone, '  six  weeks  of 
constant  pain.' 

*  How  very  sorry  Philip  must  have  heen !'  exclaimed  Ghiy. 
•Philip?'  said  Charlotte. 

*  Why,  was  it  not  owing  to  him  ?  Surely,  your  father  told  me 
so.     Did  not  he  let  you  fall  on  the  stairs  ?' 

'My  dear  father!'  exclaimed  Charles,  laughing;  'every  dis- 
aster that  happens  for  the  next  twelvemonth  will  he  imputed  to 
PhiUp.' 

*  How.  was  it,  then  ?'  said  Guy. 

'  The  fact  was  this,'  said  Charles ;  *  it  was  in  the  thick  of  the 
persecution  of  you,  and  I  was  ohliged  to  let  Philip  drag  me  up- 
stairs, because  I  was  in  a  hurry.  He  took  the  opportunity  of 
giving  me  some  impertinent  advice  which  I  could  not  stand.  I 
let  go  his  arm,  forgetting  what  a  dependent  mortal  I  am,  and 
down  I  should  assuredly  have  gone,  if  he  had  not  caught  me,  and 
carried  me  oif,  as  a  fox  does  a  goose.  So  it  was  his  fault,  as  one 
may  say,  in  a  moral,  though  not  in  a  physical  sense.' 

*  Then,  said  his  mother,  *  you  do  think  your  illness  was  owing 
to  that  accident  P' 

'  I  suppose  the  damage  was  brewing,  and  that  the  shake 
brought  it  into  an  active  state.  There's  a  medical  opinion  for 
you!' 

'  Well,  I  never  knew  what  you  thought  of  it  before,'  said  Mrs. 
Edmonstone. 

*  Why,  when  I  had  a  condor  to  pick  on  Guy's  account  with 
Philip,  I  was  not  going  to  pick  a  crow  on  my  own,'  said  Charles. 

'Oh!  is  luncheon  ready;  and  you  all  g6ingp  I  never  see 
anybody  now.  I  want  the  story  of  the  shipwreck,  though,  of 
course,  Ben  What's-his-name  was  the  hero,  and  Sur  Guy  Morville 
not  a  bit  of  it.' 

Laura  wanted  to  walk  to  East  Hill,  and  the  other  young  people 
agreed  to  go  thither,  too. 

'  It  will  be  nice  to  go  to  church  there  to-day,'  said  Amy,  in  a 
half  whisper,  heard  only  by  Guy,  and  answered  by  a  look  that 
showed  how  well  he  understood  and  sympathized. 

'  Another  thing,'  said  Amy,  colouring  a  good  deal ;  '  shall  you 
mind  my  telling  Mary  ?  I  behaved  so  od(fiy  last  night,  and  she 
was  so  kind  to  me  that  I  think  I  ought.' 

Mary  had  seen  enough  last  night  to  be  very  curious  to-day, 
though  hardly  expecting  her  cmiosity  to  be  gratified.  However, 
as  she  was  putting  on  her-  bonnet  for  church,  she  looked  out  of 
her  window,  and  saw  the  four  coming  across  the  fields  from 
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HollywelL  Quj  and  Amy  did  not  walk  into  the  village  ann-in- 
arm ;  but,  as  they  came  under  the  church  porch,  Guy,  unseen  by 
all,  held  out  his  hand,  sought  hers,  and,  for  one  moment,  pressed 
it  fervently.     Amy  knew  he  felt  this  like  their  betrothal. 

After  the  service,  they  stood  talking  with  Mr.  Boss  and  Mary, 
for  some  little  time.  Amy  held  apart,  and  Mary  saw  how  it 
was.  As  they  were  about  to  turn  homewards,  Amy  said  quickly, 
*  Come  and  walk  a  little  way  home  with  me.' 

She  went  on  mth  Mary  before  the  rest ;  and  when  out  of  sight 
of  them  all,  said,  *  Mary  !*  and  then  stopped  short. 

'  I  guess  something,  Amy,'  said  Mary. 

*  Don't  tell  any  one  but  Mr.  Boss.' 

'  Then  I  have  guessed  right.  My  dear  little  Amy,  I  am  very 
glad !  So  that  was  the  reason  you  flew  out  of  the  room  last 
evening,  and  looked  so  bright  and  glowing !' 

'  It  was  so  good  of  you  to  ask  no  questions !' 

*  I  don't  think  I  need  ask  any  now,  Amy;  for  I  see  in  your 
£ioe  how  right  and  happy  it  all  is.' 

*  I  can't  tell  you  aU,  Mary,  but  I  must  one  thing, — ^that  the 
whole  terrible  story  arose  from  his  helping  a  person  in  distress. 
I  like  you  to  know  that.' 

*  Papa  was  always  sure  that  he  had  not  been  to  blame,'  said 
Mary. 

'  Yes ;  so  Charlie  told  me,  andthat  is  the  reason  I  wanted  you 
to  know.' 

*  Then,  Amy,  something  of  this  had  b^;un  last  summer  ?' 

'  Tes  ;  but  not  as  it  is  now.  I  did  not  half  know  what  it  was 
then.' 

*  Poor  dear  little  Amy,'  said  Mary ;  ^  what  a  very  sad  winter 
it  must  have  been  for  you !' 

'Oh,  very!'  said  Amy;  'but  it  was- worse  for  him,  because 
he  was  qmte  alone;  and  here  every  one  was  so  kind  to  me. 
Mamma  and  Laura,  and  poor  Charlie,  through  all  his  illness  and 
pain,  he  was  so  very  kind.  And  do  you  know,  Mary,  now  it  is 
all  over,  I  am  very  glad  of  this  dismal  time ;  for  I  think  that  it 
has  taught  me  how  to  bear  things  better.' 

She  looked  very  happy.  Yet  it  struck  Mary  that  it  was 
strange  to  hear  that  the  first  thought  of  a  newly«betrothed 
maidm  was  how  to  brace  herself  in  endurance.  She  wondered, 
however,  whether  it  was  not  a  more  truly  happy  and  safe  frame 
than  that  of  most  girls,  looking  forward  to  a  life  of  unclouded 
happiness,  such  as  could  never  be  realized.  At  least,  so  it  struck 
Mary,  thoiigh  she  owned  to  herself  that  her  experience  of  lovers 
was  Umited. 

Maiy  walked  with  Amy  almost  to  th«  borders  of  HoUywell- 
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garden ;  and  when  the  rest  came  up  with  them,  though  no  word 
passed,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  congratulai^on  in  her  warm 
shake  of  Guy's  hand,  and  no  lack  of  reply  in  his  proud  smile  and 
reddening  cheek.  Charlotte  could  not  help  turning  and  goin^ 
hack  with  her  a  little  way,  to  say,  'Are  not  you  delighted,  Mary? 
Is  not  Amy  the  dearest  thing  in  the  world  ?  And  you  don't 
know,  for  it  is  a  secret,  and  I  know  it,  how  very  noble  Guy  has 
been,  while  they  would  suspect  him.' 

'  I  am  very,  very  glad,  indeed !    It  is  everything  delightful.' 

*  I  never  was  so  happy  in  my  life,'  said  Charlotte ;  '  nor  Charlie, 
either.  Only  think  of  having  Guy  for  our  brother ;  and  he  is 
going  to  send  for  Bustle  to-morrow.' 

Auiy  laughed,  and  parted  with  Charlotte,  speculating  on  the 
cause  of  Laura's  graver  looks.  Were  they  caused  hj  the  fear  of 
losing  her  sister,  or  by  a  want  of  confidence  in  Guy  r 

That  evening,  how  happy  was  the  partv  at  HoUywell,  when 
Charles  put  Guy  through  a  cross-examination  on  the  shipwreck, 
from  the  first  puff  of  wind  to  the  last  drop  of  rain ;  and  Ghiy 
submitted  very  patiently,  since  he  was  allowed  the  solace  of 
praising  his  Beddyffe  fishermen. 

Indeed,  this  time  was  full  of  tranquil,  serene  happiness.  It 
was  like  the  lovely  weather  only  to  be  met  with  in  the  spring, 
and  then  but  rarely,  when  the  sky  is  cloudless,  and  intensely 
blue, — the  sunshine  one  glow  of  deamess  without  burning, — ^not 
a  breath  of  wind  checks  &e  silent  growth  of  the  expand!^  buds 
of  light  exquisite  green.  Such  days  as  these  shone  on  Guy  and 
Amabel,  looking  little  to  the  future,  or  if  they  did  so  at  all,  with 
a  grave,  peaceful  awe,  reposing  in  the  present,  and  resuming  old 
habit, — singing,  readuig,  gardening,  walking  as  of  old,  and  that 
intercourse  with  each  other  that  was  so  much  more  than  ever 
before. 

It  was  more,  but  it  was  not  quite  the  same ;  for  Guy  was  a 
very  chivalrous  lover ;  the  polish  and  courtesy  that  sat  so  well 
on  his  frank,  truthful  manners,  were  even  more  remarkable  in  his 
courtship,  His  ways  with  Amy  had  less  of  easy  familiarity  than 
in  the  time  of  their  brother-and-sister-like  intimacy,  so  that  a 
stranger  might  have  imagined  her  wooed,  not  won.  It  was  as 
if  he  hardly  dared  to  believe  that  she  could  really  be  his  own, 
and  treated  her  with  a  sort  of  reverential  love  and  gentleness, 
while  she  looked  up  to  him  with  ever-increasing  honour.  She 
was  better  able  to  imderstand  him  now  than  in  her  more 
childish  days  last  summer ;  and  she  did  not  merely  see,  as  before, 
that  she  was  looking  at  the  upper  surface  of  a  mystery.  He  had, 
at  the  same  time,  grown  in  character ;  his  excitability  and  over- 
sensitiveness  seemed  to  have  been  smoothed  away,  and  to  have 
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given  place  to  a  calmness  of  tone,  that  was  by  no  means  im- 
passibiHtj. 

When  alone  with  Amy,  he  was  generally  very  grave,  often 
silent  and  meditative,  or  else  their  talk  was  deep  and  serious ; 
and  even  with  the  family  he  was  less  merry  and  more  thoughtfiil 
than  of  old,  though  veiy  bright  and  animated,  and  showing  full, 
free  affection  to  them  all,  as  entirely  accepted  and  owned  as  one 
of  them. 

So,  indeed,  he  was.  Mr.  Edmonstone,  with  his  intense  delight 
in  lovers,  patronized  them,  and  made  common-place  jokes,  which 
they  soon  learnt  to  bear  without  much  discomposure.  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  was  all  that  her  constant  appellation  of  '  manuna' 
betokened,  ddighting  in  Guy's  having  learnt  to  call  her  so. 
Charles  enjoyed  the  restoration  of  his  friend,  the  sight  of  Amy's 
happiness,  and  the  victory  over  Philip,  and  was  growing  bei^ 
every  day.  Charlotte  was  supremely  happv,  watching  the  first 
love  affair  ever  conducted  in  her  sight,  and  little  less  so  in  the 
return  of  Bustle,  who  resumed  his  old  habits  as  regularly  as  if 
he  had  only  left  Hollywell  yesterday. 

Laura  alone  was  unhappy.  She  did  not  understand  her  own 
feelings ;  but  sad  at  hearb  she  was,  with  only  one  who  could 
sympathize  with  her,  and  he  far  away,  and  the  current  of  feeling 
setting  against  him.  She  could  not  conceal  her  depression,  and 
was  obliged  to  allow  it  to  be  attributed  to  the  grief  that  one 
sister  must  feel  in  parting  with  another ;  and  as  her  compassion 
for  her  little  Amy,  coupled  with  her  dread  of  her  latent  jealousy, 
made  her  particcdarly  tender  and  affectionate,  it  gave  even  more 
probability  to  the  supposition.  This  made  Guy,  who  felt  as  if 
he  was  committing  a  robbety  on  them  all,  particularly  kind  to 
her,  as  if  he  wished  to  atone  for  the  injury  of  taking  away  her 
sister ;  and  his  kindness  gave  her  additional  pain  at  entertaoning 
such  hard  thoughts  of  him. 

How  false  she  felt  when  she  was  pitied !  and  how  she  hated 
the  congratulations,  of  whicK  she  had  the  full  share!  She 
thought,  however,  that  she  should  be  able  to  rejoice  when  she 
had  heard  Philip's  opinion ;  and  how  delightful  it  would  be  for 
him  to  declare  himself  satisfied  with  Guy's  exculpation. 
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CHAPTER  XXVn. 

1  forffave  thee  all  the  blame, 

I  oomd  not  forgive  the  pnise — Tenntbon. 

'  TF  ever  there  was  a  meddlesome  coxcomb  on  this  earth !' 

X  Such  was  the  exclamation  that  greeted  the  ears  of  Guj  as 
he  supported  Charles  into  the  breakfast-room ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  Mr.  Edmonstone  tossed  a  letter  into  Ghiy's  plate,  saying, — 

*  There's  something  for  you  to  read.' 

Guy  began ;  his  lips  were  tightly  pressed  together ;  his  brows 
made  one  black  line  across  his  forehead,  and  his  eye  sparkled 
even  through  his  bent-down  eyelashes ;  but  this  lasted  only  a 
few  moments ;  the  forehead  smoothed  again,  and  there  was  a 
kind  of  deliberate  restraint  and  force  upon  himself,  which  had  so 
much  power,  that  no  one  spoke  till  he  had  finished,  folded  it  up 
with  a  sort  of  extra  care,  and  returned  it,  only  saying, — 

'  You  should  not  show  one  such  letters,  Mr.  Edmonstone.' 

*  Does  not  it  beat  everything  ?'  cried  Mr.  Edmonstone.  *  If 
that  is  not  impertinence,  I  should  like  to  know  what  is !  But 
he  has  played  my  Lord  Paramount  rather  too  long,  as  I  can  tell 
him!  I  ask  his  consent,  forsooth!  Probation,  indeed!  Tou 
might  marry  her  to-morrow,  and  welcome.  There,  give  it  to 
mamma.  See  if  she  does  not  say  the  same.  Mere  spite  and 
malice  all  along.' 

Poor  Laiura !  would  no  one  refute  such  cruel  injustice  ?  Yes, 
Guy  spoke,  eagerly,— 

'  No  no ;  that  it  never  was.  He  was  quite  right  under  his 
belief.' 

'Don't  tell  me!  Not  a  word  in  his  favour  will  I  hear!' 
stormed  on  Mr.  Edmonstone.     '  Mere  envy  and  ill-will.' 

*  I  always  told  him  so,'  said  Charles.     '  Pure  malignity !' 
'Nonsense,  Charlie!'  said  Guy,   sharply;  'there  is  no  such 

thing  about  him.' 

'  Come,  Ghiy,  I  can't  stand  this,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone.  *  I 
wont  have  him  defended ;  I  never  thought  to  be  so  deceived ; 
«but  you  all  worshipped  the  boy  as  if  every  word  that  came  out 
of  his  mouth  was  Gospel  truth,  and  you've  set  him  up  till  he 
would  not  condescend  to  take  an  advice  of  his  own  father,  who 
little  thought  what  an  upstart  sprig  he  was  rearing;  but  I 
tell  him  he  has  come  to  the  wrong  shop  for  domineering— eh, 
mamma  P' 
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'  Well  !*  cried  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  who  had  read  till  near  the 
end  with  tolerable  equanimitj;  '  this  reallj  is  too  bad !' 

<  Mamma  and  all !  thought  poor  Laura,  while  her  mother  con* 
tinned, — *  It  is  wilM  prejudice,  to  say  the  least, — I  nerer  could 
have  beheved  him  capable  of  it !' 

Charles  next  had  the  letter,  and  was  commenting  on  it  in  a 
siyle  of  mingled  sarcasm  and  fury;  while  Laura  longed  to  see 
it  justify  itself,  as  she  was  sure  it  would. 

*  Bead  it,  all  of  you — every  bit^'  said  Mr.  Edmonstaney  Hhat 
you  may  see  this  paragon  of  yours !' 

*  I  had  lather  not,'  said  Ainy,  fthrinking  as  it  came  towards 
her. 

'  I  should  like  you  to  do  so,  if  yoa  don't  dislike  it  very  much,' 
said  Guy. 

She  read  in  silence ;  and  then  came  the  torn  of  Laura,  who 
marvelled  at  the  general  injustice  as  she  read. 

CoKK,  April  8ih. 

My  3>2AB  UkcIiS, — ^I  am  much  obliged  to  yon  for  the  com* 
munication  oi  your  intention  with  r^^ard  to  Amabel;  but» 
indeed,  I  must  say  I  am  a  good  deal  suqprised  that  you  should 
have  so  hastily  resolved  on  so  important  a  step,  and  have  been 
satisfied  with  so  incomplete  an  explanation  of  circumstances 
which  appeared  to  you,  as  well  as  to  myself,  to  show  that  Guy's 
character  was  yet  quite  unsettled,  and  his  conduct  such  as  ta 
create  considerable  apprehension  that  he  was  haUtually  extremely 
imprudent,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  in  the  management  of  his  own 
affairs.  How  much  more  unfit,  therefore,  to  have  the  happiness 
of  another  intrusted  to  him  ?  I  believe — ^indeed,  I  understood 
you  to  have  declared  to  me  that  you  were  resolved  never  to 
allow  the  engagement  to  be  renewed,  unless  he  should,  with  the 
deference  wluch  is  only  due  to  you  as  his  guardian,  consent  to 
dear  up  the  mystery  with  which  he  has  thought  fit  to  invest  all 
his  pecuniary  transactions ;  and  this,  it  appears,  he  refuses,  as  ho 
persists  in  denying  all  explanation  of  his  demand  for  that  large 
sum  of  money.  As  to  the  cheque,  which  certainly  was  applied 
to  discreditable  uses,  though  I  will  not  suffer  myself  to  suppose 
that  Guy  was  in  collusion  with  his  unde,  yet  it  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that  Dixon,  not  being  a  very  scrupulous  person, 
may,  on  hearing  of  the  difficulties  in  which  his  nephew  has  been^ 
placed,  come  forward  to  relieve  him  from  his  embarrassment,  in 
the  hope  of  further  profit,  by  thus  estabhshing  a  claim  on  his 
gratitude.  Li  fact,  this  proof  of  secretly  renewed  intercourse 
with  Dixon  rather  tends  to  increase  the  presumption  that  there  is 
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something  wrong.  I  am  not  writing  this  in  the  expectation  that 
the  connexion  should  he  entirely  hroken  oS,  for  that,  indeed, 
would  he  out  of  the  question  as  things  stand  at  present ;  hut 
for  my  little  cousin's  sake,  as  well  as  his  own,  I  entreat  of  you 
to  pause.  They  are  hoth  extremely  young — so  young,  that  if 
there  was  no  other  ground,  many  persons  would  think  it  advis- 
ahle  to  wait  a  few  years ;  and  why  not  wait  until  the  time  fixed 
hy  his  grandfather  for  his  coming  into  possession  of  his  pro- 
perty P  If  the  character  of  his  attachment  to  Amahel  is  firm 
and  true,  the  probation  may  he  of  infinite  service  to  him,  as 
keeping  before  him,  during  the  most  critical  period  of  his  life, 
a  powerful  motive  for  restraining  the  natural  impetuosity  of  his 
disposition ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  this  should  prove  to 
have  been  a  mere  passing  fimcy  for  the  first  young  lady  into 
whose  society  he  has  been  thrown  on  terms  of  easy  familiar 
intercourse,  you  will  then  have  the  satisfaction  of  reflecting  that 
your  care  and  caution  have  preserved  your  daughter  from  a  life 
of  misery.  My  opinion  has  never  altered  respecting  him ;  that 
he  is  brave  and  generous,  with  good  feelings  and  impulses, 
manners  peculiarly  attractive,  and  altogether  a  character  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  affection,  but  impetuous  and  unsteady,  easily  led 
into  temptation,  yet  obstinate  in  reserve,  and  his  temper  of 
unchecked  violence.  I  wish  him  happiness  of  every  kind ;  and, 
as  you  well  know,  would  do  my  utmost  for  his  welfare ;  but  my 
affection  for  your  whole  family,  and  my  own  conscientious  con- 
viction, make  me  feel  it  my  duty  to  offer  this  remonstrance, 
which  I  hope  will  be  regarded  as  by  no  means  the  result  of  any 
ill-will,  but  simplv  of  a  sincere  desire  for  the  good  of  all  parties, 
such  as  can  only  oe  evinced  by  plain  speaking. 

Yours  affectionately, 

P.  MOBVXLLE. 

All  the  time  Laura  was  reading,  Gw7  was  defending  Philip 
against  the  exaggerated  abuse  that  Mr.  Edmonstone  and  Charles 
were  pouring  out,  till  at  last,  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  getting  out  of 
patience,  said, — 

*  My  dear  Ghiy,  if  we  did  not  know  you  so  well,  we  should 
almost  accuse  you  of  affectation.' 

*  Then  I  shall  go  away,'  said  Guy,  laughing  as  he  rose.  *  Can 
YOU  come  out  with  me  p'  said  he,  in  a  lower  tone,  leaning  over  the 
back  of  Amy's  chair. 

'No;  wait  a  bit,'  interposed  Mr.  Edmonstone;  'don't  take 
her  out,  or  you  wont  be  to  be  found  anywhere,  and  I  want  to 
speak  to  you  before  I  write  my  letter,  and  go  to  the  Union 

x2 
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Meeting.  I  want  to  tell  Master  Philip,  on  the  spot,  that  the 
day  is  fixed,  and  we  snap  oar  fingers  at  him  and  his  prohation. 
"Wait  till  twenty-five !     I  daresay  !* 

At  '  I  want  to  speak  to  you,'  the  ladies  had  made  the  first 
move  towards  departure,  but  they  were  not  out  of  hearing  at 
the  conclusion.  Guy  looked  after  Amy,  but  she  would  not  look 
round,  and  Charles  lay  twisting  Bustle's  curls  round  his  fingers, 
and  smiling  to  himself  at  the  manner  in  which  the  letter  was 
working  by  contraries.  The  overthrow  of  Philip's  influence  was 
a  great  triumph  for  him,  apart  firom  the  way  in  which  it  affected 
his  friend  and  his  sister. 

Mr.  Edmonstone  was  disappointed  that  Guy  would  not  set 
about  fixing  the  day,  in  time  for  him  to  announce  it  in  a  letter 
to  be  written  in  the  course  of  an  hour.  Guy  said,  he  had  not 
begun  on  the  subject  with  Amy,  and  it  would  never  do  to  hurry 
her.  Indeed,  it  was  a  new  light  to  himself  that  Mr.  Edmon- 
stone would  like  it  to  take  place  so  soon. 

*  Pray,  when  did  you  tlunk  it  was  to  be  ?'  said  Mr.  Edmon- 
stone. '  Upon  my  word,  I  never  in  all  my  days  saw  a  lover  like 
you,  Guy !' 

*  I  was  too  happy  to  think  about  the  future ;  besides,  I  did 
tiot  know  whether  you  had  sufficient  confidence  in  me.' 

'  Confidence,  nonsense !  I  tell  you  if  I  had  a  dozen  daughters, 
I  would  trust  them  all  to  you.' 

•  Guy  smiled,  and  was  infected  by  Charles's  burst  of  laughing, 
but  Mr.  Edmonstone  went  on  unheeding — 'I  have  the  most 
absolute  confidence  in  you !  I  am  going  to  write  to  Philip  this 
minute,  to  tell  him  he  has  played  three-tailed  Bashaw  rather 
too  long.  I  shall  tell  him  it  is  to  be  very  soon,  at  any  rate ; 
and  that  if  he  wishes  to  see  how  I  value  his  pragmatical  advice, 
he  may  come  and  dance  at  the  wedding.  I  declare,  your  mamma 
and  that  colonel  of  his  have  perfectly  spoilt  him  with  their 
flattery !  I  knew  what  would  come  of  it ;  you  all  would  make 
a  prod[igy  of  him,  till  he  is  so  puffed  up,  that  he  entirely  forgetd 
who  he  is !' 

'  Not  I,'  said  Charles ;  '  that  can't  be  laid  to  my  door.' 

'  But  I'll  write  him  such  a  letter  this  instant  as  shall  make 
him  remember  what  he  is,  and  show  him  who  he  has  to  deal 
with.    Eh,  Charlie?' 

'  Don't  you  think,'  said  Guy,  preparing  to  go, '  that  it  might 
be  better  to  wait  a  day  or  two,  till  we  see  our  way  clearer,  and 
are  a  little  cooler  ?' 

*  I  tell  you,  Guy,  there  is  no  one  that  puts  me  out  of  patience 
now,  but  yourself.  You  are  as  bad  as  Philip  himself.  Cool  ? 
I  am  coolness  itself,  all  but  what's  proper  spirit  for  a  man  to 
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show  when  his  family  is  affironted,  and  himself  dictated  to,  bj  a 
meddling  yomig  jackanapes.    I'll  serve  him  out  properly !' 

A  message  cidled  him  away,  Guy  stood  looking  perplexed 
and  sorrowed. 

'  Never  mind/  said  Charles,  '  I'll  take  care  the  letter  is  mode- 
rate. Besides,  it  is  only  Philip,  and  he  knows  that  letter* 
writing  is  not  his  forte.' 

'  I  am  afraid  things  will  be  said  in  irritation,  which  you  will 
both  regret.     There  are  justice  and  reason  in  the  letter. 

*  There  shall  be  more  in  the  answer,  as  you  will  see.'   ' 

'  No,  I  will  not  see.  It  is  Mr.  Edmonstone's  concern,  not 
mine.  I  am  the  last  person  who  should  have  anything  to  do 
with  it.' 

*  Just  what  the  individual  in  question  would  not  have  said.' 
'  Would  you  do  one  thing  to  oblige  me,  Charlie  P' 

'  Anything  but  not  spealdng  my  mind  to,  or  of,  the  captain.' 

*  That  is  the  very  thing,  unlucloly.  Try  to  get  the  answer  put 
off  till  to-morrow,  and  that  will  give  time  to  look  at  this  letter 
candidly.' 

*  All  the  candour  in  the  world  will  not  make  me  think  other- 
wise than  that  he  is  disappointed  at  being  no  longer  able  to 
make  us  the  puppets  of  his  malevolence.  Don't  answer,  or  if 
you  do,  tell  me  what  you  say  in  favour  of  that  delicate  insinua- 
tion  of  his.' 

Chiy  made  a  step  towards  the  window,  and  a  step  back  again. 

*  'Tis  not  fair  to  ask  such  questions,'  he  replied,  after  a  moment. 

*  It  is  throwing  oil  on  the  fire.  I  was  trying  to  forget  it.  He 
neither  knows  my  uncle  nor  the  circumstances.' 

'  Well,  I  am  glad  there  is  a  point  on  which  you  can't  even 
pretend  to  stand  up  for  him,  or  I  should  have  thought  you  crazed 
with  Quixotism.  But  I  am  keeping  you  when  you  want  to  be 
off  to  Amy.  Never  mind  Mr.  Beady-to-halt ;  I  shall  wait  till 
my  father  comes  back.    K  you  want  the  letter  put  off,  you  had 

better  give  some  hopes  of Oh!  he  is  gone,  and  disinterested 

advice  it  is  of  mine,  for  what  is  to  become  of  me  without  Amy 
remains  to  be  proved.  Laura,  poor  thing,  looks  like  Patience  on 
a  monument.  I  wonder  whether  Philip's  disgrace  has  anything 
to  do  with  it.  Hum!  If  mamma's  old  idea  was  right,  the  captain 
has  been  more  like  moth  and  candle  than  consistent  with  his 
prudence,  unless  he  thought  it  a  toute  epreuve.  I  wonder  what 
came  to  pass  last  autumn,  when  I  was  ill,  and  mamma's  head 
full  of  me.  He  may  not  intend  it,  and  she  may  not  know  it,  but 
I  woidd  by  no  means  answer  for  Cupid's  being  guiltless  of  that 
harassed  look  she  has  had  ever  since  that  b&ll-going  summer. 
Oh!  there  go  that  pretty  study,  Amy  and  her  true  kmght.    Aa 
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to  €rtiy,  lie  is  more  iDoompreheiinble  tlum  erer;  jet  tJiere  is  no 
SToiding  obeying  bim,  on  the  principle  on  which  that  child  in  the 
*  Moorland  cottage'  saud  she  should  obey  Bon  Qoixote.* 

So  when  his  hther  came  in,  Charles  wfled  him  into  deferring 
the  letter  till  the  next  day,  by  giving  him  an  indistanct  hope  that 
some  notion,  when  the  marriage  would  be,  might  be  arrived  afe 
hj  that  time.  He  consented  the  more  readflj,  becaose  he  was 
in  haste  to  investigate  a  complaint  that  had  just  been  made  of 
the  union  doctor;  but  his  last  words  to  his  wife  and  son  before 
he  went,  were — ^*0f  course,  thgr  must  many  directly;  there  is 
nothing  on  earth  to  wait  for.  Live  at  Bedclyffe  alone?  Not  to 
be  thought  of.  No;  I'll  see  little  Amy  my  Lady  Morvilk,  before 
Philip  goes  abroad,  if  only  to  show  him  I  am  not  a  man  to  be 
dictated  to.* 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  sighed ;  but  when  he  was  gone,  she  agreed 
with  Charles  that  thoe  was  nothing  to  wait  for,  and  that  it 
would  be  better  for  Gny  to  take  his  wife  at  once  with  him,  when 
he  settled  at  Bedclyffe.  So  it  must  be  whenever  Amy  could 
make  up  her  mind  to  it;  and  thereupon  they  made  plans  for 
future  meetings,  Charles  announcing  that  the  Prince  of  the  Black 
Isles  would  become  locomotive,  and  Charlotte  forming  grand ' 
designs  upon  Shag  Island. 

In  the  meantime,  Guy  and  Amy  were  walking  in  the  path 
through  the  wood,  where  he  began:  '  I  would  not  have  asked 
you  to  do  anything  so  unpleasant  as  reading  that  letter,  but 
I  thought  you  ought  to  consider  of  it.' 

'  It  was  just  like  himself!  How  could  he?'  said  Amy,  indig- 
nantly. 

^  I  wonder  whether  he  will  ever  see  his  own  harshness  ?'  said 
Gny.  '  It  IB  verv  strange,  that  with  all  his  excellence  and  real 
kindness,  there  should  be  some  distortion  in  his  view  of  all  that 
concerns  me.     I  cannot  understand  it.' 

'You  must  let  me  call  it  prejudice,  Guy,  in  spite  of  your  pro- 
test.   It  is  a  relief  to  say  something  against  him.' 
.  *Amv,  don't  be  venomous!'   said  Guy,  in  a  playful  tone  of 
leproach. 

*  Tes;  but  you  know  it  is  not  me  whom  he  has  been  abusing.' 

'  WeU,'  saia  Chiy,  musingly, '  I  suppose  it  is  right  there  should 
be  this  cloud,  or  it  would  be  too  bright  for  earth.  It  has  been 
one  of  my  chief  wishes  to  have  things  straight  with  Philip,  ever 
since  the  time  he  stayed  at  Bedclyffe,  as  a  boy.  I  saw  his 
Buperioritv  then;  but  it  fretted  me,  and  I  never  could  make 
a  oompamon  of  him.  Ever  since,  I  have  looked  to  his  approval 
as  one  of  the  best  things  to  be  won.  It  shows  his  ascendancy 
of  character;  yet,  do  what  I  will,  the  mist  has  gone  on  thicken- 
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ing  "between  us;  and  with  reason,  for  I  have  never  been  able  to 
give  him  the  confidence  he  required,  and  his  conduct  about  mr 
uncle  has  so  tried  my  patience,  that  I  never  have  been  quite  sule 
whether  I  ought  to  avoid  him  or  not.' 

*  And  now  you  are  the  only  person  who  will  speak  for  him. 
I  don't  wonder  papa  is  provoked  with  you,'  said  she,  pretending 
to  be  wilful.  *  I  only  hope  you  don't  want  to  make  me  do  the 
same.  I  could  bear  anything  better  than  his  old  saying  about 
your  attractive  manners  and  good  impidses,  and  his  opinion  that 
has  never  altered.  O  G-uy,  he  is  the  most  provoking  person  in 
all  the  world.  Don't  try  to  make  me  admire  him,  nor  be  sony 
for  him.' 

'  Not  when  you  remember  how  he  was  looked  on  here  P  and 
how,  without  doing  anything  worthy  of  blame,  nay,  from  his 
acting  unsparingly,  as  he  thought  nght,  eveiy  one  has  turned 
against  JiimP  even  mamma,  who  used  to  be  so  fond  of  himP' 

*  Not  Laura.' 

*  No,  not  Laura,  and  I  am  thankful  to  her  for  it;  for  all  this 
makes  me  fed  as  if  I  had  supplanted  him.' 

'  Yes,  yes,  yes,  it  is  like  you;  but  don't  ask  me  to  feel  that 
yet,'  said  Amy,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  *  or  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
tell  you  what  you  wont  like  to  hear,  about  his  tone  of  triumph 
that  terrible  time  last  year.  It  was  so  very  different,  I  don't 
think  I  could  ever  forgive  him,  if  it  had  not  made  me  so  mise- 
rable too.' 

Guy  pressed  her  arm.  'Yes;  but  he  thought  himself  right. 
He  meant  to  do  the  kindest  thing  by  ^ou,'  said  he,  so  entirely 
without  effort,  that  no  one  could  doubt  it  came  straight  from  hxa 
heart.  '  So  he  thinks  still.  Amy;  there  is  fairness,  justice,  good 
sense  in  his  letter,  and  we  must  not  blind  our  eyes  to  it,  though 
there  is  injustice,  at  least,  harshness.  I  did  fia^  egr^ously  in 
my  first  trial.' 

'Paiir 

*  In  temper.' 
*Ohr 

'  And,  Amy,  I  wanted  to  ask  what  you  think  about  the  four 
years  he  spe^  of.  Do  you  think,  as  he  says,  my  habits  might 
be  more  fixed,  and  altogether  you  might  have  more  confidence  P' 

'  I  don't  look  on  you  quite  as  he  does  now,'  said  Amy,  with 
a  veiy  pretty  smile.  '  Do  you  think  his  opinion  of  you  will 
ever  alter  P' 

'  But  what  do  you  think  P  Is  there  not  some  reason  in  what 
he  says  P' 

*  Tbe  only  use  I  can  see  is,  that  perhaps  I  should  be  wiser  at 
twenly-four,  and  fitter  to  take  care  of  such  a  great  house;  but 
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then  you  have  been  always  helping  me  to  grow  wiser,  and  I  am 
not  much  afraid  but  that  you  will  be  patient  with  me.  Indeed, 
(jpuy,  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  a  thing  I  ought  to  say,'  she 
added,  blushing,  *  but  I  think  it  would  be  dismal  for  you  to  go 
and  live  all  alone  at  Kedclyffe.' 

*  Honestly,  Amy,'  replied  he,  after  a  little  pause,  *  if  you  feel 
so,  and  your  father  approves,  I  don't  think  it  will  be  better  to 
wait.  I  know  your  presence  is  a  safeguard,  and  if  the  right 
motives  did  not  suffice  to  keep  me  straight,  and  I  was  only  appa* 
rently  so  from  hopes  of  you,  why  then  I  should  be  so  utterly 
good  for  nothing  at  the  bottom,  if  not  on  the  surface,  that  you 
had  better  have  nothing  to  say  to  me.' 

Amy  laughed  incredulously. 

*  That  being  settled,'  proceeded  Guy,  *  did  you  hear  what  your 
father  said  as  you  left  the  breakfast-room?' 

She  coloured  all  over,  and  there  wa«  silence.  '  What  did  you 
answer?'  said  she,  at  length. 

*  I  said,  whatever  happened,  you  must  not  be  taken  by  surprise 
in  having  to  decide  quickly.  Do  you  wish  to  have  time  to 
think?  I'll  go  in  and  leave  you  to  consider,  if  you  like.' 

*  I  only  want  to  know  what  you  wish,'  said  Amy,  not  parting 
with  his  arm. 

*  I  had  rather  you  did  just  as  suits  you  best.  Of  course,  you 
know  what  my  wish  must  be.' 

Amy  walked  on  a  little  way  in  silence.  *  Ver}'"  well,'  said  she, 
presentl)',  *  I  think  you  and  mamma  had  better  settle  it.  The 
worst' — she  had  tears  in  her  eyes — *  the  going  away — Mamma — 
Charlie — all  that  will  be  as  bad  at  one  time  as  at  another.'  The 
tears  flowed  faster.     '  It  had  better  be  as  you  all  like  best.' 

*  O  Amy !  I  wonder  at  myself  for  daring  to  ask  you  to  exchange 
your  bright  cheerftd  home  for  my  gloomy  old  house.' 

*  No,  your  home,'  said  Amy,  softly. 

'  I  used  to  wonder  why  it  was  called  gloomy;  but  it  will  be  so 
no  more  when  you  are  there.  Yet  there  is  a  shadow  hanging 
over  it,  which  makes  it  sometimes  seem  too  strange  that  you  and 
it  should  be  brought  together.' 

*  I  have  read  somewhere  that  there  is  no  real  gloom  but  what 
people  raise  for  themselves.' 

*  True.  Gloom^s  in  sin,  not  sorrow.  Yes,  there  would  be  no 
comfort  if  r^re  nbl  sureTKatli*  aught  of  grief  or  pain  should 
come  to  you  through  me,  it  will  not,  cannot  really  hurt  you, 
my  Amy.' 

'  No,  imless  by  my  own  fault,  and  you  will  help  me  to  meet  it. 
Hark!  was  that  a  nightingale?' 
*Yes,  tjfo  first!   How  beautiful!    There — don't  you  see  it? 
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Look  on  that  hazel,  you  may  see  its  throat  moving.  Weill* 
when  they  had  listened  for  a  long  time, — '  after  all,  that  creature 
and  the  sea  will  hardly  let  one  speak  of  gloom,  even  in  this  world, 
to  say  nothing  of  other  things,' 

*  The  sea!  1  am  glad  I  have  never  seen  it,  because  now  you 
will  show  it  to  me  for  the  first  time.' 

*  You  will  never,  can  never  imagine  it,  Amy  I'  and  he  sung, — 

'  With  all  tones  of  waters  blending,  ' 

Glorious  is  the  breaking  deep, 
Glorious,  beauteous,  without  endings 
Songs  of  ocean  never  sleep. ' 

A  silence  followed,  only  broken  by  the  notes  of  the  birds,  and 
presently  by  the  strokes  of  the  great  clock.  Guy  looked  at 
his  watch. 

*  Eleven,  Amy !  I  must  go  to  my  reading,  or  you  will  have  to 
be  very  much  ashamed  of  me.' 

For,  after  the  first  few  days,  Guy  had  returned  to  study  r^^- 
larly  every  day.  He  said  it  was  a  matter  of  necessity,  not  at  all 
of  merit,  for  though  he  did  not  mean  to  try  for  honours.  Amy 
must  not  marry  a  plucked  man.  His  whole  career  at  Oxford 
had  been  such  a  struggle  with  the  disadvantages  of  his  education, 
that  all  his  diligence  had,  he  thought,  hardly  raised  him  to  a  level 
with  his  contemporaries.  Moreover,  courtship  was  not  the  best 
preparation  for  the  schools,  so  that  though  he  knew  he  had  done 
his  best,  he  expected  no  more  than  to  pass  respectably,  and  told 
Amy  it  was  very  good  of  her  to  be  contented  with  a  dunce, 
whereat  she  laughed  merrily.  But  she  knew  him  too  well  to  try 
to  keep  him  lingering  in  the  April  sunshine,  and  in  they  went, 
Guy  to  his  Greek,  and  Amy  to  her  mother.  Charlotte's  lessons 
had  been  in  abeyance,  or  turned  over  to  Laura  of  late,  and  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  and  her  dressing-room  were  always  ready  for  the 
confidences  of  the  family,  who  sought  her  there  in  turn — all  but 
one,  and  that  the  one  whose  need  was  the  sorest. 

Amy  and  her  mother  comforted  themselves  with  a  good  quiet 
cry,  that  was  not  exactly  sorrowful,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  Guy  was  the  most  considerate  person  in  the  world,  and  they 
would  do  whatever  best  suited  him  and  papa.  So,  when  Mr. 
Edmonstone  came  home,  he  was  rewarded  for  putting  off  the 
letter  by  finding  every  one  willing  to  let  the  marriage  take  place 
whenever  he  pleased.  There  were  various  conferences  in  the 
dressing-room,  and  Guy  and  Amy  both  had  burning  faces  when 
they  came  down  to  dinner.  Laura  beheld  them  with  a  throbbing 
heart,  while  she  mechanically  talked  to  Dr.  Mayeme,  as  if  nothing 
was  going  on.  She  was  glad  there  was  no  singing  that  evening, 
for  she  felt  incapable  of  joining ;  and  when  at  night  Charles  and 
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his  father  talked  of  sitting  up  to  write  to  Philip^  the  misery  ' 
such  that  she  had  no  relidT  tOl  she  had  shut  herself  in  her  room, 
to  hear  or  to  crush  the  suffering  as  hesIT  she  might. 

She  was  still  sitting  helpless  in  her  wretchedness  when  Amy 
knocked  at  the  door,  and  came  in  glowing  with  hhishes  and 
smiles,  though  her  eyelashes  were  dewy  with  tears. 

^  Laora,  dearest !  if  you  would  not  he  so  Yerj  unhi^py  1  X 
wish  I  knew  what  to  do  for  you.' 

Laura  laid  her  head  on  her  shoulder,  and  cried.  It  was  a 
great  comfort,  little  as  Amy  oould  understand  her  trouhle.  Amy 
kissed  her,  soothed  her  caressingly,  cried  too,  and  said,  in  hroken 
sentences,  how  often  th^  would  he  together,  and  how  comfort- 
able it  was  that  Charlie  was  so  much  better,  and  Charlotte  quite 
a  companion. 

'  Then  you  have  fixed  the  day  ?'  whispered  Lamra^  at  last. 

*  The  Tuesday  in  Whitsunweek,'  returned  Amy,  resting  her 
forehead  on  Laura's  shoulder.     '  They  all  thought  it  right.' 

Laura  flung  her  arms  round  her,  and  wept  too  much  to  speak. 

*  Dear,  dear  Laura!'  said  Amy,  after  a  time,  '  it  is  very  kind 
of  you,  but ' 

*  01:^  Amy !  you  don't  know.    Tou  must  not  think  so  much 

better  of  me  than  I  desenre.    It  is  not  only No,  I  would  not 

be  80  selfish,  if  but — ^but — '    Never  had  her  self-command  so 
given  way. 

'  Ah !  you  are  unhappy  about  Philip,'  said  Amv ;  and  Laura» 
alarmed  lest  she  might  have  betrayed  him,  started,  and  tried  to 
recover  herself;  but  she  saw  Amy  was  quite  unsuspicious,  and 
the  relief  firom  this  fright  helped  her  through  what  her  sister  was 
saying, — *  Yes,  you  who  were  so  fond  of  him,  must  be  vexed  at 
tms  unkindness  on  his  part.' 

'  I  am  sure  it  is  his  real  wish  for  your  good,'  murmured  Laura. 

'  I  daresay !'  said  Amy,  with  displeasure.  Then  changing  her 
tone,  *  1  beg  your  pardon,  dear  Laura,  but  I  don't  think  1  can 
quite  bear  to  hear  any  one  but  Guy  defend  him.' 

*  It  is  very  generous.' 

'  Oh,  is  not  it,  Laura  ?  and  he  says  he  is  so  grieved  to  see  us 
turned  against  Philip,  after  being  so  fond  of  him ;  he  says  it 
makes  him  feel  as  if  he  had  supplanted  him,  and  that  he  is  quite 
thankful  to  you  for  taking  his  part  still.' 

*  How  shaLl  I  bear  it  ?'  sighed  Laura,  to  herself. 

'  I  wonder  whether  he  will  come  P'  said  Amy,  thoughtfully. 

'  He  will,'  said  Laura. 

'  You  think  so  ?'  said  Amy.  *  Well,  Guy  would  be  glad.  Yes. 
O  Laura,  if  Philip  would  learn  to  do  Guy  justice,  I  don't  think 
there  would  be  any  more  to  wish !' 
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*  He  will  in  time,'  said  Laura.  ^  He  is  too  generous  not  to  be 
won  by  such  generosity  as  Guy's ;  and  when  all  this  is  forgotten, 
and  all  these  accusations  have  been  lived  down,  he  will  be  the 
warmest  of  friends.' 

'  Yes/  said  Amy,  as  if  she  wished  to  be  convinced ;  '  but  if  he 
would  only  leave  off  saying  his  opinion  has  never  altered,  I  think 
I  could  bring  myself  to  look  on  him  as  G-uy  wants  me  to  do. 
Good,  night !  dear  Laura,  and  don't  be  unhappy.  Oh  1  one  thing 
I  must  ^11  you ;  Guy  made  Charles  promise  to  do  all  he  could 
not  to  let  it  be  a  hasty  letter.    Now,  good  night !' 

Poor  Laura,  she  knew  not  whether  gratitude  to  Guy  was  not 
one  of  her  most  painful  sensations.  She  wished  much  to  know 
what  had  been  said  in  the  letter ;  but  only  one  sentence  trans- 
pired, and  that  was,  that  Mr.  Edmonstone  had  never  heard  it 
was  necessary  to  apply  to  a  nephew  for  consent  to  a  daughter's 
marriage.  It  seemed  as  if  it  must  have  been  as  cutting  as 
Charles  could  make  it ;  but  Laura  trusted  to  Philip's  knowledge 
of  the  £eimily,  and  desire  for  their  good,  to  make  him  forgive  it ; 
and  the  expectation  of  seeing  him  again  at  the  wedding,  cheered 
her.  Indeed,  a  hope  of  stiU  greater  consequences  began  to  rise 
in  her  mind,  after  Charles  one  day  said  to  her,  *  I  think  you 
ought  to  be  much  obliged  to  Ghiy.  This  morning,  he  suddenly 
exclaimed,  *  I  say,  Charlie,  I  wish  you  would  take  care  Amy's 
fortune  is  not  settled  on  her  so  that  it  can't  be  got  rid  of.'  I 
asked  how  he  meant  to  make  ducks  and  drakes  of  it ;  and  he 
explained,  that  if  either  of  you  two  did  not  happen  to  marry  for 
money,  like  Amy,  it  might  do  you  no  harm.' 

*  We  are  very  much  obliged  to  him,'  said  Laura,  more  earnestly 
than  Charles  had  expected.     '  Do  you  know  what  it  is,  Charlie  ?' 

*  Oh !  you  want  to  calculate  the  amount  of  your  obligation! 
Somewhere  about  five  thousand  pounds,  I  believe.' 

Charles  watched  Laura,  and  the  former  idea  recurred,  as  he 
wondered  whether  there  was  any  particular  meaning  in  her 
inquiry. 

Meaning,  indeed,  there  was.  Laura  knew  nothing  about  the 
value  of  money ;  she  did  not  know  what  Philip  had  of  his  own ; 
how  far  five,  or  even  ten,  thousand  would  go  in  enabling  them 
to  marry,  or  whether  it  was  available  in  her  father's  lifetime; 
but  she  thought  this  prospect  might  smooth  the  way  to  the 
avowal  of  their  attachment,  as  effectually  as  his  promotion; 
she  reckoned  on  relief  from  the  weary  oppression  of  secrecy, 
and  frilly  expected  that  it  would  all  be  told  in  the  favourable 
juncture,  when  her  parents  were  full  of  satisfaction  in  Amy's 
marriage.  Gratitude  to  Guy  would  put  an  end  to  all  doubt, 
dislike,  and  prejudice,  and  Pmlip  would  receive  him  as  a  brother. 
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These  hopes  supported  Laura,  and  enabled  her  to  take  part 
with  more  appearance  of  interest  in  the  consultations  and  arrange- 
ments for  the  marriage,  which  were  carried  on  speedily,  as  the 
time  wat  shcrt,  and  Mr.  Edmonstone's  ideas  were  on  a  grand 
scale.  It  seemed  as  if  he  meant  to  invite  all  the  world,  and 
there  were  no  limits  to  his  views  of  breakfast,  carriages,  and 
splendours.  His  wife  let  him  run  on  without  contradiction, 
leaving  the  plans  either  to  evaporate  or  condense,  as  time  might 
prove  best.  Guy  took  Amy  out  walking,  and  asked  what  she 
thought  of  it. 

'  Do  you  dislike  it  very  much  ?'  she  said. 

*  I  can  hardly  tell.  Of  course,  as  a  general  rule,  the  less 
parade  and  nonsense  the  better ;  but  if  your  father  wishes  it, 
and  if  people  do  find  enjoyment  in  that  way,  it  seems  hard 
they  should  not  have  all  they  can  out  of  it.' 

*  Oh,  yes ;  the  school  children  and  poor  people,'  said  Amy. 

*  How  happy  the  Ashford  children  will  be,  feasting  the  poor 
people  at  Beddyffe!  Old  Jonas  Ledbury  will  he  in  high 
glory.' 

'  To  be  sure  it  does  not  seem  like  merit  to  feast  one's  poor 
neighbours  rather  than  the  rich.     It  is  so  much  pleasanter.' 

*  However,  since  the  poor  will  be  feasted,  I  don't  think  the 
rich  ones  will  do  us  much  harm.' 

*  I  am  sure  I  shall  know  very  little  about  them,'  said  Amy. 

*  The  realities  are  so  great  to  us,  that  they  will  swallow  up 
the  accessories.  There  must  be  the  church,  and  all  that ;  and 
for  the  rest,  Amy,  I  don't  think  I  shall  find  out  whether  you 
wear  lace  or  grogram.' 

*  There's  encouragement  for  me !'  said  Amy,  laughing.  *  How- 
ever, what  I  mean  is,  that  I  don't  care  about  it,  if  I  am  not 
obliged  to  attend,  and  give  mv  mind,  to  those  kind  of  things 
just  then,  and  that  mamma  will  take  care  of.' 

'  Is  it  not  a  great  trouble  for  her  ?  I  forgot  that.  It  was 
selfish :  for  we  slip  out  of  the  fuss,  and  it  all  falls  on  her.' 

*  Yes,'  said  Amy ;  *  but  don't  you  think  it  would  tease  her 
more  to  have  to  persuade  papa  out  of  what  he  likes,  and  alter 
every  little  matter  ?  That  would  be  worry,  the  rest  only  ex- 
ertion; and,  do  vou  know,  I  think,'  said  she,  with  a  rising  tear, 
*  that  it  will  be  better  for  her,  to  keep'  her  from  thinking  about 
losing  me.' 

*  I  see.  Very  well,  we  will  take  the  finery  quietly.  Only  one 
thing,  Amy,  we  will  not  be  put  out  of, — ^we  will  not  miss  the 
full  holyday  service.' 

*  Oh,  yes ;  that  will  be  the  comfort.' 

*  One  other  thing.  Amy,    You  know  I  have  hardly  a  friend 
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of  my  own;  but  there  is  one  person  I  should  like  to  ask, — » 
Markham.  He  has  been  so  kind,  and  so  much  attached  to 
me ;  he  loved  my  father  so  devotedly,  and  suffered  so  much  at 
his  death,  that  it  is  a  pity  he  should  not  be  made  happy ;  and 
very  happy  he  will  be.' 

'  And  there  is  one  person  I  should  like  to  ask,  Guy,  if  mamma 
thinks  we  can  do  it.  I  am  sure  little  Marianne  ought  to  be  one 
of  my  bridesmaids.  Charlotte  would  take  care  of  her,  and  it 
would  be  very  nice  to  have  her.* 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

But  no  kind  influence  ddffn  they  shower. 
Till  pride  be  quelled  and  loye  be  free. — SOOTT. 

KILCOBAN  was  about  twenty  miles  from  Cork,  and  Captain 
Morville  was  engaged  to  go  and  spend  a  day  or  two 
there.  Maurice  de  Courcy  drove  him  thither,  wishing  all  the 
way  for  some  other  companion,  since  no  one  ever  ventured  to 
smoke  a  cigar  in  the  proximity  of  *  Morville;'  and,  besides, 
Maurice's  conversational  powers  were  obliged  to  be  entirely 
bestowed  on  his  horse  and  dog,  for  the  captain,  instead  of,  as 
usual,  devoting  himself  to  suit  his  talk  to  his  audience,  was 
wrapped  in  the  deepest  meditation,  now  and  then  taking  out  a 
letter  and  referring  to  it. 

This  letter  was  the  reply  jointly  compounded  by  Mr.  Edmon« 
stone  and  Charles,  and  the  subject  of  his  consideration  was, 
whether  he  should  accept  the  invitation  to  the  wedding. 
Charles  had  taken  care  fuUy  to  explain  how  the  truth  respecting 
the  cheque  had  come  out,  and  Philip  could  no  longer  suspect 
that  it  had  been  a  fabrication  of  Dixon's ;  but  while  Guy  per- 
sisted in  denial  of  any  answer  about  the  thousand  pounds,  he 
thought  the  renewal  of  the  engafi^ement  extremely  imprudent. 
He  was  very  sorry  for  poor  Httle  Amy,  for  her  comfort 
and  h^piness  were,  he  thought,  placed  in  the  utmost  jeopardy, 
with  such  a  hot  temper,  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances ; 
and  there  was  the  further  peril,  that  when  the  novelty  of  the 
life  with  her  at  Beddyffe  had  passed  off,  Guy  might  seek  for 
excitement  in  the  dissipation  to  which  his  uncle  had  probably 
already  introduced  him.  In  the  four  years'  probation,  he  saw 
the  only  hope  of  steadying  Guy,  or  of  saving  Amy ;  and  he  was 
much  concerned  at  the  rejection  of  his  advice,  entirely  for  their 
sakes,  for  he  could  not  condescend  to  be  affironted  at  the  scornful. 
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satirical  tone  towards  himself,  in  which  Charles's  little  spiteftil« 
ness  was  so  fully  apparent. 

The  wedding  was  a  regular  sacrifice,  and  Amabel  was  nothixi^ 
but  a  victim ;  but  an  invitation  to  Holl jwell  had  a  charm  far 
him  t^at  he  scarcely  could  resist.  To  see  Laura  again,  after 
having  parted,  as  he  thought,  for  so  many  years,  delighted  him 
in  an'ticipation ;  and  it  would  manifest  his  real  int^est  in  his 
young  cousins,  and  show  that  he  was  superior  to  taking  offence 
at  the  folly  of  Charles  or  his  father. 

These  were  his  first  thoughts  and  inclinations;  lus  second 
were,  that  it  was  contrary  to  his  principles  to  sanction  so  foohsh. 
and  hasty  a  marriage  by  his  presence ;  that  he  should  thus  be 
affording  a  triumph  to  Guy,  and  to  one  who  would  use  it  less 
moderately — ^to  Charles.  It  would  be  more  worthy  of  himself, 
more  consistent  with  his  whole  course  of  conduct,  to  refuse  his 
presence,  instead  of  going  amongst  them  when  they  were  all  in- 
fatuated, and  imable  to  listen  to  sober  counsel.  If  he  stayed 
away  now,  when  Chiy  should  have  justified  his  opinion,  they 
would  all  own  how  wisely  he  had  acted,  and  would  see  the  true 
dignity  which  had  refused,  unlike  common  minds,  to  let  his  com- 
plaisance draw  him  into  giving  any  sanction  to  what  he  so 
strongly  disapproved.  Laura,  too,  would  pass  through  this 
trying  time  better  if  she  was  not  distracted  by  watching  him ; 
she  would  understand  the  cause  of  his  absence,  and  he  could 
trust  her  to  love  and  comprehend  him  at  a  distance,  better  than  he 
could  trust  her  to  hear  the  marriage-service  in  his  presence  without 
betraying  herself.  Nor  did  he  wish  to  hear  her  again  plead  for 
the  confession  of  their  engagement ;  and,  supposing  any  misad- 
venture should  lead  to  its  l^trayal,  what  could  be  more  unpleasant 
than  for  it  to  be  revealed  at  such  a  time,  when  Charles  would  so 
turn  it  against  him,  that  all  his  influence  and  usefulness  would  be 
for  ever  at  an  end  ? 

Love  drew  him  one  way,  and  consistency  another. 

Captain  Morville  had  never  been  so  much  in  the  condition  of 
Mahomet's  coffin  in  his  life ;  and  he  grew  more  angry  with  his 
uncle,  Charles,  and  Ghiy,  for  having  put  him  in  so  unpleasant  a 
predicament.  So  the  self-debate  lasted  all  the  way  to  Kilcoran ; 
and  he  only  had  two  comforts — one,  that  he  had  sent  the  follower 
who  was  always  amenable  to  good  advice,  safe  out  of  the  way  of 
Lady  Eveleen,  to  spend  his  leave  of  absence  at  Thomdale — the 
other,  that  Maurice  de  Courcy  was,  as  yet,  imorant  of  the  HoUy- 
well  news,  and  did  not  torment  him  by  talkmg  about  it. 

This  satisfaction,  however,  lasted  no  longer  than  till  their 
arrival  at  Kilcoran ;  for,  the  instant  they  entered  the  drawing- 
room,  Lady  Eveleen  exclaimed, '  O  Maurice,  I  have  been  so  long- 
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ing  for  you  to  come !  Captain  l^orville,  I  hope  you  have  not  told 
him,  for  I  can't  flatter  myself  to  be  beforehand  withyou,  now  at 
least.' 

'  He  has  told  me  nothing,'  said  Maurice ;  '  indeed,  such  bad 
company  has  seldom  been  seen  as  he  has  been  all  the  way,' 

'  You  don't  mean  that  you  don't  know  it !  How  deHghtful ! 
O,  mamma!  think  of  knowing  something  Captain  Morville  does 
not !' 

'  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  flatter  ^ou  so  far/  said  Philip,  knowing 
this  was  no  place  for  allowing  his  real  opinion  to  be  guessed. 

*  Then  you  do  know  p'  said  Lady  Kilcoran,  sleepily ;  '  I  am 
sure  it  is  a  subject  of  great  rejoicing.' 

*  But  what  is  it.  Era?    Make  haste  and  tell,'  said  Maurice. 

*  No ;  you  must  guess !' 
'  Why,  you  would  not  be  in  such  away  about  it  if  it  was  not  a 


^  Right,  Maurice ;  now,  who  is  it  ?' 

'  One  of  the  Edmonttones,  I  suppose.    'Tis  Laura  P' 

•Wrong!' 

'  What,  not  Laura  P  I  thought  she  would  have  been  off  first. 
Somebody's  got  no  taste,  then,  for  Laura  is  the  prettiest  girl  I 
know.' 

*  Ah !  your  heart  has  escaped  breaking  this  time,  Maurice.  It 
is  that  little  puss.  Amy,  that  has  made  a  great  conquest.    Now 


*'  Oh !  young  MonriUe,  of  course.  But  what  possessed  him  to 
take  Amy,  and  leave  Laura  P' 

'  Perhaps  Laura  was  not  to  be  had.  Men  are  so  self-sujfficient, 
that  they  always  think  they  may  pick  and  choose.  Is  it  not  so. 
Captain  MorvUle  P  I  like  Sir  Quy  better  than  most  men,  but 
Laura  is  too  good  for  any  one  I  know.  K I  couldmake  a  p^fect 
hero,  I  would  at  once ;  only  Charles  would  tell  me  all  the  perfect 
heroes  in  books  are  bores.  How  long  have  you  known  of  it. 
Captain  Morville  P' 

'  For  the  last  ten  days.' 

'  And  you  never  mentioned  it  P' 

*  I  did  not  know  whether  they  intended  to  publish  it.' 

*  Now,  Captain  Morville,  I  hope  to  make  some  progress  in  your 
good  opinion.  Of  course,  you  believe  I  can't  keep  a  secret ;  but 
what  do  you  think  of  my  having  known  it  ever  since  last  summer, 
and  held  my  tongue  all  that  time  P' 

'  A  great  effort,  indeed,'  said  Philip,  smiling.  '  It  would  have 
been  greater,  I  suppose,  if  the  engagement  had  been  positive,  not 
conditionaL' 

'  Oh !  every  one  knew  what  it  must  come  to.    No  one  could 
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have  the  least  fear  of  Sir  Guy.  Yes ;  I  saw  it  all.  I  gave  my 
little  aid,  and  I  am  sure  I  have  a  right  to  be  bridesmaid,  as  I  am 
to  be.  Oh !  wont  it  be  charming  ?  It  is  to  be  the  grandest 
wedding  that  ever  was  seen.  It  is  to  be  on  Whit-Tuesday ;  and 
papa  is  going  to  take  me  and  Aunt  Charlotte;  for  old  Aunt 
Mabel  says  Aunt  Charlotte  must  go.  There  are  to  be  six  brides- 
maids, and  a  great  party  at  the  breakfast ;  everything  as  splendid 
as  possible ;  and  I  made  Mrs.  Edmonstone  promise  from  the  first 
that  we  should  have  a  ball.     You  must  go,  Maurice.' 

*  1  shall  be  on  the  high  seas !' 

*  Oh  yes,  that  is  horrid !  But  you  don't  sail  with  the  regiment, 
I  think.  Captain  Morville.     You  surely  go  ?* 

*  I  am  not  certain,'  said  Philip ;  especially  disgusted  by  hearing 
of  the  splendour,  and  thinking  that  he  had  supposed  Guy  would 
have  had  more  sense ;  and  it  showed  how  silly  Amy  really  was, 
since  she  was  evidently  only  anxious  to  enjoy  the  full  paraphernalia 
of  a  bride. 

*  Not  certain !'  exclaimed  Maurice  and  Eveleen,  in  a  breath. 

'  I  am  not  sure  that  I  shall  have  time.  You  know  I  have  been 
intending  to  make  a  walking  tour  through  Switzerland  before 
joining  at  Corfii.' 

*  And  you  really  would  prefer  going  by  yourself — *  apart,  im- 
friended,  melancholy,  slow.'  * 

*  Very  slow,  indeed,'  said'Maiwrice. 

'  A  wedding  is  a  confused  melancholy  affair,'  said  Philip.  '  You 
know  I  am  no  dancing  man.  Lady  Eveleen ;  one  individual  like 
myself  can  make  little  difference  to  persons  engrossed  with  their 
own  affairs ;  I  can  wish  my  cousins  well  firom  a  distance  as  well 
as  at  hand ;  and  though  they  have  been  kind  enouglf  to  ask  me, 
I  think  that  while  their  house  is  overflowing  with  guests  of  more 
mark,  my  room  will  be  preferred  to  my  company.' 

*  Then  you  do  not  mean  to  go  ?'  said  Lady  Kilcoran.  ^  I  do 
not,'  she  continued, '  for  my  health  is  never  equal  to  so  much 
excitement,  and  it  would  only  be  giving  poor  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
additional  trouble  to  have  to  attend  to  me.' 

'  So  you  really  mean  to  stay  away  ?'  said  Eveleen. 

*  I  have  not  entirely  decided.' 

'  At  any  rate  you  must  go  and  tell  old  Aunt  Mabel  all  about 
them,'  said  Eveleen.  *  She  is  so  delighted.  You  will  be  quite 
worshipped,  at  the  cottage,  for  the  very  name  of  Morville.  I 
spend  whole  hours  in  discoursing  on  Sir  Guy's  perfections.' 

Philip  could  not  refaae ;  but  his  feelings  towards  Guy  were  not 
warmed  by  the  work  he  had  to  go  through,  when  conducted  to 
the  cottage,  where  lived  old  Lady  Mabel  Edmonstone  and  her 
-daughter,  and  there  required  to  dilate  on  Guy's  excellence.    He 
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was  not  .wanted  to  speak  of  any  of  the  points  where  bis  conscience 
would  not  let  bim  give  a  favourable  report ;  it  was  quite  enough 
for  him  to  tell  of  Guy's  agreeable  manners  and  musical  talents, 
and  to  describe  the  beauty  and  extent  of  Bedclyffe.  Lady  Mabel 
and  Miss  Edmonstone  were  transported ;  and  the  more  Philip  saw 
of  the  light  and  superficial  way  in  which  the  marriage  was  con- 
sidered, the  more  unwilling  he  became  to  confound  hmiself  with 
such  people  by  eagerness  to  be  present  at  it,  and  to  join  in  the 
festivities.  Yet  he  exercised  great  forbearance  in  not  allowing 
one  word  of  his  disapproval  or  misgivings  to  escape  him ;  no 
censure  was  uttered,  and  Lady  Eveleen  herself  could  not  make 
out  whether  he  rejoiced  or  not.  He  was  grave  and  philosophical, 
superior  to  nonsensical  mirth,  that  was  aU  that  she  saw ;  and  he 
made  himself  very  agreeable  throughout  his  visit,  by  taking  con- 
descending interest  in  all  that  was  going  on,  and  especisJly  to 
Lady  Evdeen,  by  showing  that  he  thought  her  worthy  of  rational 
converse. 

He  made  himself  useful,  as  usual.  Lord  Kilcoran  wanted  a 
tutor  for  his  two  youngest  boys,  and  it  had  been  proposed  to  send 
them  to  Mr.  Wellwood,  at  his  curacy  at  Coombe  I^or.  He  wished 
to  know  what  Captain  Morville  thought  of  the  plan ;  and  Philip, 
thinking  that  Mr.  Wellwood  had  been  very  inattentive  to  Guy's 
proceedings  at  St.  Mildred's,  though  he  would  not  blame  bun, 
considered  it  very  fortunate  that  he  had  a  different  plan  to  recom- 
mend. One  of  the  officers  of  his  regiment  had  lately  had  staying 
with  him  a  brother  who  had  just  left  Oxford,  and  was  looking  out 
for  a  tutorship,  a  veiy  clever  and  agreeable  young  man,  whom  he 
liked  particularly,  and  he  strongly  advised  Lord  Kilcoran  to  keep 
his  sons  under  ms  own  eye,  and  place  them  under  the  care  of  this 
gentleman.  His  advice,  especially  when  enforced  by  his  presence, 
was  almost  sure  to  prevail,  and  thus  it  was  in  the  present  case. 

The  upshot  of  his  visit  was,  that  he  thought  worse  and  worse 
of  the  sense  of  the  whole  Edmonstone  connexion, — considered 
i^t  it  would  be  of  no  use  for  him  to  go  to  Holly  well, — adhered 
to  his  second  resolution,  and  wrote  to  his  uncle  a  calm  and  lofty 
letter,  free  from  all  token  of  offence,  expressing  every  wi^h  for  the 
happiness  of  Guy  and  Amabel,  and  thanking  his  uncle  for  the  iih- 
vitation,  which,  however,  he  thought  it  best  to  decline,  much  as 
he  reffretted  losing  the  opportunity  of  seeing  Hollywell  and  its 
inhabitants  again.  His  regiment  would  sail  for  Corfu  either  in 
May  or  June ;  but  he  intended,  himself,  to  travel  on  foot  through 
Germany  and  Italy,  and  would  write  again  before  quitting  Lneland. 

'  So,'  said  Charles, '  there  were  at  the  marriage  the  Picannini^s, 
and  the  Joblillies,  and  the  Garryulies^  but  not  the  grand  Pan- 
jandrum himself.' 

T 
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'  Nor  the  little  round  button  at  top !'  rejoined  Charlotte. 

*  Well,  it's  his  own  look  out/  said  Mr.  Edmonstone.  '  It  is  of 
a  piece  with  all  the  rest.' 

'  I  am  sure  we  don't  want  him,'  said  Charlotte. 

'  Not  in  this  humour,'  said  her  mother. 

Amy  said  nothing ;  and  if  she  did  not  allow  herself  to  avow 
that  his  absence  was  a  relief,  it  was  because  she  saw  it  was  a  grief 
and  disappointment  to  Guy. 

Laura  was,  of  course,  very  much  mortified, — almost  beyond  the 
power  of  conceahnent.  She  thought  he  would  have  come  for  the 
sake  of  seeing  her ;  and  she  had  reckoned  so  much  on  this  meeting 
that  it  was  double  vexation.  He  did  not  know  what  he  was 
missing  by  not  coming ;  and  she  could  not  inform  him,  for  writing 
to  >iiTw  was  impossible,  without  the  underhand  dealings  to  which 
they  would  never,  either  of  them,  have  recourse.  So  much  for 
herself;  and  his  perseverance  in  disapproval,  in  spite  of  renewed 
explanation,  made  her  more  anxious  and  sorry  on  Amy's  account. 
Yeiy  mournful  were  poor  Laura's  sensations ;  but  there  was  no 
remedy  but  to  try  to  bewilder  and  drive  them  away  in  the  bustle 
of  preparation. 

Guy  had  to  go  and  take  his  d^pree,  and  then  return  to  make 
his  own  preparations  at  Bedclyffe.  Amy  begged  him,  as  she 
knew  he  would  like,  to  leave  things  alone  as  much  as  possible ; 
for  she  could  not  bear  old  places  to  be  pulled  to  pieces^to  suit 
new  comers ;  and  she  should  like  to  find  it  just  as  he  had  been 
used  to  it. 

He  smiled,  and  said,  '  It  should  onlv  be  made  habitable.* 
She  must  have  a  morning-room,  about  which  he  would  consult 
Mrs.  Ashford:  and  he  would  choose  her  piano  himself.  The 
great  drawing-room  had  never  been  unpacked  since  his  grand- 
mother's time,  so  that  must  be  in  repair ;  and,  as  for  a  gatdaif 
they  would  lay  it  out  together.  There  could  not  be  much  done ; 
for  though  they  did  not  talk  of  it  publicly,  lest  they  should 
shock  Mr.  Edmonstone,  they  meant  to  go  home  directly  after 
their  marriage. 

To  Oxford,  then,  went  Guy ;  his  second  letter  announced  that 
he  had  done  tolerably  well  on  his  examination ;  and  it  came 
round  to  the  Edmonstones,  that  it  was  a  great  pity  he  had  not 
for  honoursy  as  he  would  certaimy  have  distinguished 


Beddyffe  was,  of  course,  in  a  state  of  great  excitement  at  the 
news  that  Sir  Guy  was  going  so  be  married.  Markham  was  very 
grand  with  the  letter  that  announced  it,  and  could  find  nothing 
to  grumble  about  but  that  the  lad  was  very  youngs  and  it  was 
lucky  it  was  no  worse. 
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Mrs.  Ashford  was  glad  it  was  so  good  a  connexion,  and  ob- 
tained all  the  intelligence  she  could  from  James  Thoradale,  who 
spoke  warmly  of  the  Hollywell  family  in  general ;  and,  in  parti- 
<;ular,  said  that  the  young  ladies  looked  after  schools  and  poor 
people, — that  Miss  Edmonstone  was  very  handsome  and  clever — 
a  very  superior  person ;  but  as  to  Miss  Amabel,  he  did  not  know 
that  there  was  anything  to  say  about  her.  She  was  just  like 
other  young  ladies,  and  very  attentive  to  her  invalid  brother. 

Markham's  enmity  to  Mr.  Ashford  had  subsided  at  the  bidding 
of  his  master ;  and  he  informed  him  one  day,  with  g^at  cordi- 
ality, that  Sir  Guy  would  be  at  home  the  next.  He  was  to 
sleep  that  night  at  Coombe  Prior,  and  ride  to  Bedclyffe  in  the 
morning ;  and,  to  the  great  delight  of  the  boys,  it  was  at  the 
parsonage  door  that  he  dismounted. 

Mrs.  Ashford  looked  up  in  his  bright  face,  and  saw  no  more 
of  the  shade  that  had  perplexed  her  last  winter.  His  cheeks 
were  deeper  red  as  she  warmly  shook  hands  with  him ;  and  then 
the  children  sprung  upon  him  for  their  old  games, — the  boys 
claiming  his  promise,  with  all  their  might,  to  take  them  out  to 
the  Shag.  She  wondered  when  she  should  venture  to  talk  to 
him  about  Miss  Amabel. 

He  next  went  to  find  Markham,  and  met  him  before  he 
reached  his  house.  Markham  was  too  happy  not  to  grunt  and 
grumble  more  than  ever. 

*  Well,  Sir  Guy ;  so  here  you  are !  YouVe  lost  no  time  about 
it,  however.  A  fine  pair  of  young  housekeepers,  and  a  pretty 
example  of  early  marriages  for  the  parish !' 

Guy  laughed.  '  You  must  come  and  see  the  example,  Mark- 
ham. I  have  a  message  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  to  ask 
you  to  come  to  HoUywell  at  Whitsuntide.' 

Grunt !  '  You  are  making  a  fool  of  me.  Sir  Guy.  What's  a 
plain  old  man  like  me  to  do  among  all  your  lords  and  ladies,  and 
finery  and  flummery  ?     I'll  do  no  such  thing.' 

*  Not  to  oblige  me  ?' 

*  Oblige  you  ?    Nonsense !     Much  you'll  care  for  me !' 

*  Nay,  Markham,  you  must  not  stay  away.  You,  my  oldest 
and  best  friend, — ^my  only  home  friena.  I  owe  all  my  present 
happiness  to  you,  and  it  would  really  be  a  great  disappointment 
to  me  if  you  did  not  come.     She  wishes  it,  too.' 

*  Well,  Sir  Guy,'  and  the  grunt  was  of  softer  tone,  *  if  you  do 
choose  to  make  a  fool  of  me,  1  can't  help  it.  You  must  have  your 
own  way;  though  you  might  have  found  a  friend  that  would 
do  you  more  credit.' 

'  Then  I  may  say  that  you  will  come  ?' 

t2 
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'  Saj  I  am  veiy  much  obliged  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
for  their  inyitation.     It  is  veiy  liandBome  of  tiiem.' 

*'  Then  you  will  have  the  settlements  ready  by  that  time.  Yon 
mnst,  Markham.' 

Tllseeabontit.' 

*  And  the  house  most  be  ready  to  come  home  to  at  once.' 

'  You  don't  know  what  you  are  talking  of,  Sir  Guy !'  ex- 
claimed Markham,  at  once  aghast  and  angry. 

*•  Yes,  I  do.  We  don't  intend  to  turn  the  house  upside  down 
with  new  furniture.' 

*•  You  may  talk  as  you  please,  Sir  Ghiy ;  but  I  know  what's 
what ;  and  it  is  mere  nonsense  to  talk  of  bringing  a  lady  to  a 
house  in  this  condition.  A  pretty  notion  you  have  of  what  is 
fit  for  your  bride !  I  hope  she  knows  what  sort  of  care  you  mean 
to  take  of  her!' 

'  She  will  be  satisfied,'  said  Guy.  ^  She  particularly  wishes 
not  to  have  everything  disarranged.  I  only  must  have  two 
rooms  furnished  for  her.' 

*  But  the  place  wants  painting  from  head  to  foot ;  and  the 
roof  is  in  such  a  state — ' 

*  The  roof  ?    That's  serious !' 

'  Serious !  I  believe  so.  You'll  have  it  about  your  ears  in  no 
time,  if  you  don't  look  sharp.' 

*  I'll  look  this  minute,'  said  Guy,  jumping  up.  *■  Will  you 
come  vidth  me  ?' 

Up  he  went,  climbing  about  in  the  forest  of  ancient  timbers, 
where  he  could  not  but  be  convinced  that  there  was  more  reason 
than  he  could  wish  in  what  Markham  said,  and  that  his  roof 
was  in  no  condition  to  bring  his  bride  to.  Indeed  it  was  pro- 
bable that  it  had  never  been  thoroughly  repaired  since  the  time 
of  old  Sir  Hugh,  for  the  Morvilles  had  not  been  wont  to  lay  out 
money  on  what  did  not  make  a  display.  Guy  was  in  dismay ; 
he  sent  for  the  builder  from  Moorworth ;  calculated  times  and 
costs ;  but,  do  what  he  would,  he  could  not  persuade  himself  that 
when  once  the  workmen  were  in  Eeddyffe,  they  would  be  out 
again  before  the  autumn. 

Ghiy  was  very  busy  during  the  fortnight  he  spent  at  home. 
There  were  the  builder  and  his  plans,  and  Markham  and  the 
marriage  settlements,  and  there  were  orders  to  be  given  about 
the  furniture.  He  came  to  Mrs.  Ashford  about  this,  conducted 
her  to  the  park,  and  begged  her  to  be  so  kind  as  to  be  his  coun* 
seller,  and  to  superintend  the  arrangement.  He  showed  her  what 
was  to  be  Amy's  momin^-room — now  bare  and  empty,  but  with 
the  advantages  of  a  wmdow  looking  south,  upon  the  green 
wooded  slope  of  the  park,  with  a  view  of  the  church  tower,  and 
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of  the  moon,  which  were  of  yerr  fine  form.  He  owned  himself 
to  be  profoundly  ignorant  about  upholstery  matters,  and  his 
ideas  of  furniture  seemed  to  consist  in  prints  for  the  walls,  a 
piano,  a  bookcase,  and  a  couch  for  Charles. 

'  You  have  hewL  about  Charles  ?*  said  he,  raising  his  bric^ht 
face  from  the  list  of  needful  articles  which  he  was  writing,  usmg 
the  window-seat  as  a  table. 

.  '  Not  much,'  said  Mrs.  Ashford.  '  Is  he  entirely  confined  to 
the  sofa  P' 

'  He  cannot  move  without  crutches ;  but  no  one  could  guess 
what  he  is  without  seeing  him.  He  is  so  patient,  his  spirits 
never  flag ;  and  it  is  beautiful  to  see  how  considerate  he  is,  and 
what  interost  he  takes  in  all  the  things  he  never  can  share,  poor 
fellow.  I  don't  know  what  HoUywell  would  be  without  Chiu*lie! 
I  wonder  how  soon  he  will  be  able  to  come  here !  Hardly  this 
year,  I  am  afraid,  for  things  must  be  comfortable  for  him ;  and 
I  shall  never  get  them  so  without  Amy,  and  then  it  will  be 
autumn.  Well,  what  next  P  Oh,  you  said  window-curtains. 
Some  blue  sort  of  stuff,  I  suppose,  like  the  drawing  room  ones  at 
Hollywell.    What's  the  name  of  it  ?' 

In  fact,  Mrs.  Ashford  was  much  of  his  opinion,  that  he  never 
would  make  things  comfortable  without  Amy,  though  he  gave 
his  best  attention  to  the  inquiries  that  were  continually  made  of 
him ;  and  where  he  had  an  idea,  earned  it  out  to  the  utmost. 
He  knew  much  better  what  he  was  about  in  the  arrrangements 
for  Coombe  Prior,  where  he  had  installed  his  friend,  Mr.  Well- 
wood,  and  set  on  foot  many  plans  for  improvements,  giving  them 
as  much  attention  as  if  he  had  nothing  else  to  occupy  his  mind* 
Both  the  curate  and  Markham  were  surprised  that  he  did  not 
leave  these  details  tiU  his  return  home ;  but  he  answered, — 

'  Better  do  things  while  we  may.  The  thought  of  this  un- 
happy place  is  enough  to  poison  everything ;  and  I  don't  think 
I  could  rest  without  knowing  that  the  utmost  was  being  done 
for  it.' 

He  was  very  happy  making  arrangements  for  a  village  feast 
on  the  wedding-day.  The  Ashfords  asked  if  he  would  not  put 
it  off  till  his  return,  and  preside  himself. 

*•  It  won't  hurt  them  to  have  one  first.  Let  them  make  sure 
of  all  the  fun  they  can,'  he  answered ;  and  the  sentiment  was 
greatly  applauded  by  Edward  and  Bobert,  who  followed  him 
4ibout  more  than  ever,  and  grew  so  fond  of  him,  that  it  made 
them  very  angry  to  be  reminded  of  the  spirit  of  defiance  in  which 
their  acquaintance  had  begun.  Nevertheless  they  seemed  to  be 
preparing  the  same  spirit  for  his  wife,  for  when  their  mother 
told  them  they  must  not  expect  to  monopolize  him  thus  whea 
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he  was  married,  ihey  declared,  that  they  did  not  want  a  Ladj^ 
Monrille  at  all,  and  could  not  think  why  he  was  bo  stupid  as  to- 
want  a  wife. 

Their  father  predicted  that  he  wonld  never  have  time  to 
folfil  his  old*  engagement  of  taking  them  out  to  the  Shag  Bock ; 
but  the  prediction  was  not  verified,  for  he  rowed  both  them  and 
Mr.  Ashford  thither  one  fine  May  afternoon,  showed  them  all 
they  wanted  to  see,  and  let  them  scramble  to  their  heart's  con* 
tent.  He  laughed  at  their  hoard  of  scraps  of  the  wood  of  the 
wreck,  which  they  said  their  mamma  had  desired  them  to  fetch 
for  her. 

So  many  avocations  came  upon  Guy  at  once, — so  many  of  the 
neighbours  came  to  call  on  him, — ^such  varieties  of  people  wanted 
to  speak  to  him, — the  boys  followed  him  so  constimtly, — ^and  he 
had  so  many  invitations  from  Mr.  Wellwood  and  the  Ashfords, 
that  he  never  had  any  time  for  himself,  except  what  miist  be 
spent  in  writing  to  Amabel.  There  was  a  feeling  upon  him,  that 
he  must  have  tune  to  commune  with  himself,  and  rest  from  this 
turmoil  of  occupation,  in  the  solitude  of  which  Bedclyffe  had 
hitherto  been  so  full.  He  wanted  to  be  alone  with  his  old  home, 
and  take  leave  of  it,  and  of  the  feelings  of  his  boyhood,  before 
b^^inning  on  this  new  era  of  his  life ;  but  whenever  he  set  out 
for  a  solitary  walk,  before  he  could  even  get  to  the  top  of  the 
crag,  either  Markham  marched  up  to  talk  over  some  important 
question, — 9.  farmer  waylaid  him  to  make  some  request, — some 
cottager  met  him,  to  tell  of  a  grievance, — Mr.  Wellwood  rode 
over, — or  the  Ashford  boys  rushed  up,  and  followed,  like  his 
shadow. 

At  length,  on  Ascension  day,  the  last  before  he  was  to  leave 
Eedclyffe,  with  a  determination  that  he  would  escape  for  once 
from  his  pursuers,  he  walked  to  the  Cove  as  soon  as  he  returned 
from  morning  service,  launched  his  little  boat  and  pushed  oft 
into  the  rippling  whispering  waters.  It  was  a  restimption  of  the 
ways  of  hu  boyhood ;  it  seemed  like  a  holiday  to  have  left  all 
these  cares  behind  him,  just  as  it  used  to  be  when  all  his  lessons 
were  prepared,  and  he  had  leave  to  disport  himself,  by  land  or 
water,  the  whole  afbemoon,  provided  he  did  not  go  out  beyond  the 
Shag  Kock.  He  took  up  his  sculls  and  rowed  merrily,  singing- 
and  whistling  to  keep  time  with  their  dash ;  the  return  to  the 
old  pleasure  quite  enough  at  first,  the  salt  breeze,  the  dashing 
waves,  the  motion  of  the  boat.  So  he  went  on  till  he  had  come 
as  far  as  his  former  boundary,  then  he  turned  and  fazed  back  on 
the  precipitous  rocks,  cleft  with  de^  fissures,  marbled  with  veins 
of  different  shades  of  red,  and  tufbM  here  and  there  with  clumps 
of  samphire,  grass,  and  a  little  brushwood,  bright  with  the  early 
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green  of  spring.  The  white  foam  and  spray  were  leaping  against 
iti&r  base,  ana  roaring  in  their  hollows ;  the  tract  of  wavelets 
between  glittered  in  light,  or  heaved  green  under  the  shadow  of 
the  passing  doiids ;  the  sea-birds  floated  smoothly  in  sweeping 
imdnlating  lines, 

As  though  life's  only  call  and  care 

Were  graceful  motion ; 

the  hawks  poised  themselves  high  in  air  near  the  rocks.  The 
Oove  lay  in  sunshine,  its  rough  stone  chimneys  and  rude  slate 
roofs  overgrown  with  moss  and  fern,  rising  rapidly,  one  above 
the  other,  in  the  fast  descending  hollow,  through  which  a  little 
Btream  rushed  to  the  sea, — ^more  quietiy  than  its  brother,  which, 
ftt  some  space  distant,  fell  sheer  down  over  the  crag  in  a  white 
line  of  foam,  brawling  with  a  tone  of  its  own,  distinguishable 
among  all  the  voices  of  the  sea  contending  with  the  rocks. 
Above  the  village,  in  the  space  where  the  outline  of  two  hills  met 
and  crossed,  rose  the  pinnacled  tower  of  the  village  ohuroh,  the 
unusual  height  of  which  was  explained  by  the  old  custom  of 
lighting  a  beacon-fire  on  its  summit,  to  serve  as  a  guide  to  the 
boats  at  sea.  Still  higher,  apparently  on  the  very  brow  of  the 
beetling  crag  that^  frowned  above,  stood  the  old  Gothic  hall, 
crumbhng  and  lofty,  a  fit  eyrie  for  the  eagles  of  Morville.  The 
sunshine  was  indeed  full  upon  it;  but  it  served  to  show  how 
many  of  the  dark  windows  were  without  the  lining  of  blinds  and 
curtains,  that  alone  gives  the  look  of  life  and  habitation  to  a 
house.  How  crumbled  by  sea-wind  were  the  old  walls,  and  the 
aspect  altogether  full'  of  a  dreary  haughtiness,  suiting  with  the 
whole  of  the  stories  connected  with  its  name,  fiN>m  the  time  when 
it  was  said  the  very  dogs  crouched  and  fled  from  the  presence  of 
the  sacrilegious  murderer  of  the  Archbishop,  to  the  evening  when 
the  heir  of  the  line  lay  stretched  a  corpse  before  before  his  other's 
gate. 

Guy  sat  resting  on  his  oars,  gazing  at  the  scene,  full  of  happi- 
ness, yet  with  a  sense  that  it  might  be  too  bright  to  last,  as  if  it 
scarcely  befitted  one  like  himselh  The  bliss  before  him,  though 
it  was  surely  a  beam  from  heaven,  was  so  much  above  him,  that 
he  hardly  dared  to  believe  it  real :  like  a  child  repeating, '  Is  it 
my  own,  my  very  own  P'  and  pausing  before  it  will  venture  to 
ffrasp  at  a.  prize  beyond  its  hopes.  He  feared  to  trust  himself 
SiUy,  lest  it  should  carry  him  away  from  his  self-discipline,  and 
dazzle  him  too  much  to  let  him  keep  his  gaze  on  the  light 
beyond ;  and  he  rejoiced  in  this  time  of  quiet,  to  enable  him  to 
strive  for  power  over  his  mind,  to  prevent  himself  from  losing  in 
gladness  the  balance  he  had  gained  in  adversity. 

It  was  such  a  check  as  he  might  have  wished  for^  to  look  at 
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thai  ffimoUicu^j  leci^Ieel  who  he  was,  and  think  of  the  finil 
temoe  of  aU  earthbf  joj,  eqieciaDj  £at  one  of  the  hooae  of 
Homlle.  Conld  thai  abode  ever  be  a  home  £at  a  creature  like 
Am  jy  with  the  hrig^t  innoeent  mirth  that  aeemed  too  soft  and 
sweet  ever  to  be  orenhadowed  bj  gloom  and  sorrow  ?  Perfai^ 
she  might  be  eaiiy  taken  from  him  in  the  midimmed  beauty  of 
her  happiness  and  innocence,  and  he  might  have  to  straggle 
throodb  a  long  lonely  hie  with  only  the  lemembianoe  of  a  short- 
lived  joy  to  listen  it ;  and  when  he  reflected  tiiat  this  was  only 
a  m^ancholy  fancy,  the  answer  came  from  within,  that  there  was 
nothing  pecoliar  to  him  in  the  peroqptkm  that  earthly  happmess 
was  fleeting.  It  was  best  that  so  it  should  be,  and  that  he  should 
sest  in  the  trust  that  brightened  on  him  through  all, — that 
neither  life  nor  death,  sorrow  nor  pain,  oouM  aqpuate,  for  CTer, 
him  and  his  Amy. 

And  he  looked  m  into  the  deep  blue  sky  over  head,  murmur- 
ing to  himself,  'In  heart  and  mind  thither  ascend,  and  with  Him 
continually  dwell ;'  and  gazed  long  and  intently  as  he  rocked  on 
the  green  waters,  till  he  again  spoke  to  himself^ — ^^  Why  stand  ye 
here  gazing  up  into  heaven  ?*  tiben  nulled  vigorously  back  to  the 
jbore,  leaTing  a  shining  wake  far  behind  him. 


CHAPTER  XXDL 

JUA,  how  the  birds  do  sing. 
And  woods  do  ring ! 
AH  aotmui  have  their  joy,  and  msn  hath  his ; 
Tet  if  we  rightly  messim^ 
Man's  joT  and  pleasure 
Bather  hereafter  than  in  present  is ; 

Not  that  he  may  not  here 
Taste  of  the  cheer. 
But  as  birds  drink  and  straight  lift  up  the  head, 
So  must  he  sip  and  thmk 
Of  hotter  drink 
He  nyiy  attain  to  after  he  is  dead.— Hsbbkbt. 

GUT  returned  to  HoUywell  on  the  Friday,  there  to  spend  a 
quiet  week  with  them  all,  for  it  was  a  special  delight  to  Amy 
that  HoUywell  and  her  family  were  as  precious  to  hmi  for  their 
own  sakes  as  for  hers.  It  was  said  that  it  was  to  be  a  quiet  week 
—but  with  all  the  best  efforts  of  Mrs.  Edmonstone  and  Laora  to 
preserve  quiet,  there  was  an  amount  of  confusion  that  would  have 
been  vexy  disturbing,  but  for  Amy's  propensity  never  to  be  ru£E[ed 
Of  fluttered* 
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What  was  to  be  done  in  the  honeymoon  was  the  question  for 
consideration.  Ghiy  and  Amy  would  have  liked  to  make  a  tour 
among  the  English  cathedrals,  pay  a  visit  at  Hollywell,  and  then 
go  home  and  live  in  a  comer  of  the  house  till  the  rest  was  ready; 
for  Amy  could  not  see  why  she  should  take  up  so  much  more 
room  than  old  Sir  Quy,  and  Quy  declared  he  could  not  see  that 
happiness  was  a  reason  for  going  pleasure-hunting ;  but  Charles 
pronounced  this  very  stupid,  and  Mr.  Edmonstone  thought  a 
journey  on  the  Continent  was  the  only  proper  thing  for  them  to 
do.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  wished  Amy  to  see  a  little  of  the  world. 
Amy  was  known  to  have  always  desired  to  see  Switzerland ;  it 
occurred  to  Guy  that  it  would  be  a  capital  opportunity  of  taking 
Amaud  to  see  the  relations  he  had  been  talking  for  the  last 
twenty  years  of  visiting,  and  so  they  acquiesced ;  for  as  Guy  said, 
when  they  talked  it  over  together,  it  did  not  seem  to  him  to  come 
under  the  denomination  of  pleasure-hunting,  since  they  had  not 
devised  it  for  themselves ;  they  had  no  house  to  go  to ;  they 
should  do  Amaud  a  service,  and  perhaps  they  should  meet  Philip. 

'  That  will  not  be  pleasure-hunting,  certainly,'  said  Amy;  then, 
remembering  that  he  could  not  bear  to  hear  Philip  under-rated, 
she  added, '  I  mean,  unless  you  could  convince  him,  and  then  it 
would  be  more  than  pleasure.' 

'  It  would  be  m^  first  of  unattaiued  wishes/  said  Guy.  '  Then 
We  will  enjoy  the  journey.' 

'  No  fear  on  that  score.' 

'  And  for  fear  we  should  get  too  much  into  the  stream  of  enjoy- 
ment, as  people  abitoad  forget  home-duties,  let  us  stick  to  some 
fixed  time  for  coming  back.' 

'  You  said  Beddyffe  would  be  ready  by  Michaelmas.' 

'  I  have  told  the  builder  it  must  be.  So,  Amy,  as  far  as  it  depends 
on  ourselves,  we  are  determined  to  be  at  home  by  Michaelmas.' 

All  seemed  surprised  to  find  the  time  for  the  wedding  so  near 
at  hand.  Charles's  spirits  began  to  flag.  Amy  was  a  greater  loss 
to  him  than  to  anybody  else ;  she  could  never  again  be  to  him 
what  she  had  been,  and  unable  as  he  was  to  take  part  in  the  general 
bustle  and  occupation,  he  had  more  time  for  feeling  this,  much 
more  than  his  mother  and  Laura,  who  were  employed  all  day. 
He  and  Ghiy  were  exemplary  in  their  civilities  to  each  other  in 
not  engrossing  Amy,  and  one  who  had  only  known  him  three 
years  ago,  when  he  was  all  exaction  and  selfishness,  could  have 
hardly  beUeved  him  to  be  the  same  person  who  was  now  only 
striving  to  avoid  giving  pain,  by  showing  how  much  it  cost  him 
to  yield  up  his  sister.  He  could  contrive  to  be  merry,  but  the 
difficulty  was  to  be  cheerful ;  he  could  make  them  aU  laugh  in 
spite  of  themselves,  but  when  alone  with  Amy,  or  when  hearing 
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iier  devolve  on  her  sisters  the  services  she  had  heen  wont  to  per- 
form for  him,  it  was  ahnost  more  than  he  could  endure;  but  then 
he  dreaded  settiog  Amy  off  into  one  of  her  silent  crying-fits,  for 
which  the  only  remedy  was  the  planning  a  grand  visit  to  Bed- 
clyffe,  and  talking  over  all  the  facilities  of  railroads  and  carnagee. 

The  last  day  had  come,  and  a  long  strange  one  it  was ;  not 
exactly  joyful  to  any,  and  very  sad  to  some,  though  Amy,  with, 
her  sweet  pensive  face,  seemed  to  have  a  serenit^  of  her  own 
that  soothed  them  whenever  they  looked  at  her.  Oharlottey 
though  inclined  to  be  wild  and  fiign^,  was  checked  and  subdued 
in  her  presence;  Laura  could  not  be  entirely  wretched  about 
her ;  Charles  lay  and  looked  at  her  without  speaking ;  her  father 
never  met  her  without  kissing  her  on  each  side  of  her  face,  and 
calling  her  his  little  jewel ;  her  mother — ^but  who  could  describe 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  on  that  day,  so  full  of  the  present  pain,  con- 
tending with  the  unselfish  gladness. 

Guy  kept  out  of  the  way,  thinking  Amy  ought  to  be  left  to 
them.  He  sat  in  his  own  room  a  good  whUe,  afterwards  rode  to 
Broadstone,  in  coming  home  made  a  long  visit  to  Mr.  Boss ; 
and  when  he  returned,  he  found  Charles  in  his  wheeled  chair  on 
the  lawn,  with  Amy  sitting  on  the  grass  by  his  side.  He  sat 
down  by  her,  and  there  followed  a  long  silence, — one  of  those 
pauses  full  of  meaning. 

'  When  shall  we  three  meet  again  V  at  length  said  Charles,  in 
a  would-be  lively  tone. 

*  And  where  ?'  said  Amy. 

'  Here,'  said  Charles ;  '  you  will  come  here  to  tell  your  adven- 
tures, and  take  up  Bustle.' 

*I  hope  so,'  said  Guy.  *  We  could  not  help  it.  The  telling 
you  about  it  will  be  a  treat  to  look  forward  to  all  the  time.' 

'  Yes ;  your  sight-seeing  is  a  public  benefit.  Tou  have  seen 
many  a  thing  for  me.' 

^  That  is  the  pleasure  of  seeing  and  hearing,  the  thing  that  is 
not  fleeting,'  said  Guy. 

*  The  unselfish  part,  you  mean,'  said  Charles ;  and  mused  again, 
till  Guy,  starting  up,  exclaimed — 

'  There  are  the  people !'  as  a  carriage  came  in  view  in  the  lane. 
'  Shall  I  wheel  you  home,  CharHe  ?' 

*Tes,do.' 

Guy  leant  over  the  back,  and  pushed  him  along ;  and  as  he  did 
so  murmured  in  a  low  tremulous  tone,  '  Wherever  or  whenever 
we  may  be  destined  to  meet,  Charlie,  or  if  never  again,  I  must 
thank  you  for  a  great  part  of  my  happiness  here— for  a  ^r^t  deal 
of  kindness  and  sympathy.' 

Charles  looked  straight  before  him,  and  answered — *  The  kind* 
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ness  was  all  on  your  part.  I  had  nothing  to  give  in  return  but 
ill-temper  and  exactions.  But,  Ghij,  you  must  not  think  I  have 
not  felt  all  you  have  done  for  me.  You  have  made  a  new  man  of 
me,  instead  of  a  wretched  stick,  laughing  at  my  misery,  to  per- 
suade  myself  and  others  that  I  did  not  feel  it.  I  hope  you  are 
proud  of  it.' 

'  Ab  if  I  had  anything  to  do  with  it!* 

'•Hadn't  you,  that's  all !  I  know  what  you  wont  deny,  at  any 
rate — ^what  a  capital  man  of  all-work  you  have  been  to  me,  when 
I  had  no  right  to  ask  it,  as  now  we  have,'  he  added,  smiling, 
because  Amy  was  looking  at  him,  but  not  making  a  very  success- 
ful matter  of  the  smile.  '  When  you  come  back,  you'll  see  me 
treat  you  as  indeed  '  a  man  and  a  brother.' ' 

This  talk  retarded  them  a  little,  and  they  did  not  reach  the 
house  till  the  guests  were  aniving.  The  first  sight  that  met  the 
eyes  of  Aunt  Charlotte  and  Lady  Eveleen  as  they  entered,  was, 
in  the  frame  of  the  open  window,  Guy's  light  agile  figure,  assist- 
ing Charles  up  the  step,  his  brilliant  hazel  eyes  and  glowing  healthy 
complexion  contrasting  with  Charles's  pale,  fair,  delicate  face,  and 
features  sharpened  and  refined  by  suffering.  Amy,  her  deep  blushes 
and  downcast  eyes  almost  hidden  by  her  glossy  curls,  stood  just 
behind,  carrying  her  brother's  crutch. 

'  There  they  are,'  cried  Miss  Edmonstone,  springing  forward 
from  her  brother  and  his  wife,  and  throwing  her  arms  round  Amy 
in  a  warm  embrace.  '  My  dear,  dear  little  niece,  I  congratulate 
you  with  all  my  heart,  and  that  I  do.' 

'  I'll  spare  your  hot  cheeks,  Amy  dearest !'  whispered  Eveleen, 
as  Amy  passed  to  her  embrace ;  while  Aunt  Charlotte  hastily 
kissed  Charles,  and  proceeded — *  I  don't  wait  for  an  introduction;' 
and  vehemently  shook  hands  with  Guy. 

'Ay,  did  I  say  a  word  too  much  in  his  praise P'  said  Mr.  Edmon- 
stone.   *  Isn't  he  all  out  as  fine  a  fbllow  as  I  told  you  ?' 

Guy  was  glad  to  turn  away  to  shake  hands  with  Lord  Kilcoran, 
and  the  next  moment  he  drew  Amy  out  of  the  group  eagerly 
talking  round  Charles's  sofa,  and  holding  her  hand,  led  her  up  to 
a  sturdy,  ruddy-brown,  elderly  man,  who  had  come  in  at  the  same 
-time,  but  after  the  first  reception  had  no  share  in  the  family 
greetings.  '  You  know  him,  already,'  said  Guy;  and  Amy  held 
out  her  hand,  saying — 
:    *  Yes,  I  am  sure  I  do.' 

Markham  was  taken  by  surprise;  he  gave  a  most  satisfied  grunt, 
and  shook  hands  as  heartily  as  if  she  had  been  his  favourite  niece. 


'And  the  little  girl  P'  said  Amy. 
*0  yes. — I    *  '    '  • 


^  yes. — I  picked  her  up  at  St.  Mildred's :  one  of  the  servants 
took  charge  of  her  in  the  hall.' 
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'  I'll  fetch  her/  cried  Charlotte,  as  Amy  was  tiimiii|g^  to  the  door, 
and  the  next  moment  she  led  in  liiile  Marianne  Dixon,  dinging 
to  her  hand.  Amy  kiased  her,  and  held  her  fast  in  her  arms,  and. 
Marianne  looked  up,  consoled  in  her  bewilderment,  by  the  greeting 
of  her  dear  old  friend.  Sir  Guy. 

Mr.  Edmonstone  patted  her  head ;  and  when  the  others  had 
spoken  kindly  to  her,  Charlotte,  under  whose  especial  charge  Ghiy 
and  Amy  had  placed  her,  carried  her  off  to  the  regions  up  stairs. 

The  rest  of  the  evening  was  hurry  and  confusion.  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  was  very  busy,  and  glad  to  be  so,  as  she  must 
otherwise  have  given  way;  and  there  was  aunt  Charlotte  to  be 
talked  to,  whom  they  had  not  seen  since  Charles's  illness.  She 
was  a  short,  bustling,  active  person,  with  a  joyous  face,  inez* 
haustible  good  humour,  a  considerable  touch  of  Irish,  and 
referring  everything  to  her  mother, — ^her  one  thought.  Eveiy- 
thing  was  to  be  told  to  her ;  and  the  only  drawback  to  her 
complete  pleasure  was  the  anxiety  lest  she  should  be  missed 
at  home. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  occupied  with  her,  telling  her  the 
history  of  the  engagement,  and  praising  Guy;  Amy  went  up  as 
soon  as  dinner  was  over,  to  take  leave  of  old  nurse,  and  to  see 
little  Marianne ;  and  Eveleen  sat  between  Laura  and  Charlotte, 
asking  many  eager  questions,  which  were  not  all  convenient  to 
answer. 

Why  Sir  Guy  had  not  been  at  home  at  Christmas,  was  a 
querv  to  which  it  seemed  as  if  she  should  never  gain  a  reply ; 
for  that  Charles  had  been  ill,  and  Guy  at  Eedclyffe,  was  no  real 
answer;  and  finding  she  should  not  be  told,  she  wisely  held  her 
tongue.     Again  she  made  an  awkward  inquiry — 

'Now  tell  me,  is  Ci^tain  Morville  pleased  about  this  or  not ?' 

Laura  would  have  been  silent,  trusting  to  Eveleen's  propenmty 
for  talking,  for  bringing  her  to  some  speech  that  it  might  be 
easier  to  answer,  but  Charlotte  exclaimed, '  What  has  he  been 
saying  about  it  P' 

'  Saying  P    O  nothing.    But  why  does  not  he  come  ?' 

'  You  have  seen  him  more  lately  than  we  have,'  said  Laura. 

'  That  is  an  evasion,'  said  Eveleen ;  '  as  if  you  did  not  know 
more  of  his  mind  than  I  could  ever  get  at,  if  I  saw  him  every 
day  of  my  life.' 

'  He  is  provoking,  that  is  all,'  answered  Charlotte.  '  I  am 
sure  we  don't  want  him ;  but  Laura  and  Guy  will  both  of  them 
take  his  part.' 

A  call  came  at  that  moment. — ^the  box  of  white  gloves  was 
come,  and  Laura  must  come  and  count  them.  She  would  fain 
have  taken  Charlotte  witii  her;    but  neither  Charlotte  nor 
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Eyeleen  appeared  disposed  to  move,  and  she  was  obliged  to  leave 
them.  Eva  had  abendj  guessed  that  there  was  more  chance  of 
hearing  the  &uci»  from  Charlotte,  and  presently  she  knew  a  good 
deal.  Charlotte  had  some  pradence,  but  she  thought  she  might 
tell  her  ovm  cousin  what  half  the  neighbourhood  knew — ^that 
Philip  had  suspected  Guy  falsely,  and  had  made  papa  very 
angry  with  him ;  that  the  engagement  had  been  broken  off,  and 
Chiy  had  been  banished,  while  all  the  time  he  was  behaving 
most  gloriously.  Now  it  was  all  explained :  but  in  spite  of  the 
fullest  certainty,  Philip  would  not  be  convinced,  and  wanted 
them  to  have  waited  five  years. 

Eveleen  agreed  with  Charlotte  that  this  was  a  great  deal  too 
bad,  admired  Guy,  and  pitied  Amy  to  her  heart's  content. 

*  So,  he  was  banished,  regularly  banished !'  said  she.  '  However, 
of  course  Amy  never  gave  him  up.' 

'  Oh,  she  never  mistrusted  him  one  minute.' 

'  And  while  he  had  her  fast,  it  was  little  he  would  care  for 
the  rest.' 

'  Yes,  if  he  had  known  it,  but  she  could  not  teU  him.' 

Eveleen  looked  arch. 

'  But  I  am  sure  she  did  not,'  said  Charlotte,  rather  angrily. 

'  You  know  nothing  about  it,  my  dear.' 

'  Y'es,  but  I  do ;  for  mamma  said  to  Charlie  how  beautifully 
she  did  behave,  and  he  too, — ^never  attempting  any  intercourse.' 

'  Very  g^ood  of  you  to  believe  it.' 

'  I  am  sure  of  it,  certain  sure,'  said  Charlotte.  '  How  could 
you  venture  to  think  they  would  either  of  them  do  any  thing 
wrong?' 

*  I  did  not  say  they  would.* 

*  What,  not  to  write  to  each  other  when  papa  had  forbidden 
it,  and  do  so  in  secret,  too  ?' 

'My  dear,  don't  look  so  innocently  irate.  Goodness  has 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  it  would  be  only  a  moderate  constancy. 
You  know  nothing  at  all  of  lovers.' 

'  If  I  know  nothing  of  lovers,  I  know  a  great  deal  of  Amy 
and  Guy,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  nothing  on  earth  would  tempt 
them  to  do  anything  in  secret  that  they  were  forbidden.' 

'  Wait  till  you  are  in  love,  and  you'll  change  your  mind.' 

'  I  never  mean  to  be  in  love,'  said  Charlotte  indignantly. 
Eveleen  laue^hed  the  more,  Charlotte  grew  more  angry  and 
uncomfortable  at  the  tone  of  the  conversation,  and  was  heartily 
glad  that  it  was  broken  off  by  the  entrance  of  the  gentlemen. 
Guy  helped  Charles  to  the  80&,  and  then  turned  away  to 
continue  his  endless  talk  on  Bedclyffe  business  with  Markham. 
Charlotte  flew  up  to  the  sofiet,  seized  an  interval  when  no  one 
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waB  in  hearing,  and  kneeling  down  to  bring  her  face  on  a  level 
with  her  brother's  whispered — *  CharHe,  Eva  wont  believe  bat 
that  Gruj  and  Amy  kept  up  some  intercourse  last  winter.' 
'  I  can't  help  it,  Charlotte.' 

*  When  I  tell  her  they  did  not,  she  only  laughs  at  me.  Do 
tell  her  they  did  not.' 

^  I  have  too  much  self-respect  to  lay  myself  open  to  ridicule.* 
'Charlie,  you  don't  think  it  possible  yourself?'   exclaimed 
Chari.otte,  in  consternation. 

*  Possible — ^no  indeed.' 

'  She  will  say  it  is  not  wrong,  and  that  I  know  nothing  of 
lovers.' 

'You  should  have  told  her  that  ours  are  not  common-place 
lovers,  but  far  beyond  her  small  experience.' 

'  I  wish  I  had !     Tell  her  so,  Charlie ;  she  will  believe  you.* 

*  I  sha'n't  say  one  word  about  it.' 

*  Why  not!' 

'  Because  she  is  not  worthy.  J£  she  can't  appreciate  them,  I 
would  let  her  alone.  I  onoe  thought  better  of  Eva,  but  it  is 
very  bad  company  she  keeps  when  she  is  not  here.' 

Charles,  however,  was  not  sorry  when  Eveleen  came  to  sit  by 
him,  for  a  bantering  conversation  with  her  was  the  occupation 
of  which  he  was  most  capable.  Amy,  returning,  came  and  sat 
in  her  old  place  beside  him,  with  her  hand  in  his,  and  her  quiet 
eyes  fixed  on  the  ground. 

The  last  evening  for  many  weeks  that  she  would  thus  sit  with 
him, — ^the  last  that  she  would  ever  be  a  part  of  his  home.  She 
had  abeady  ceased  to  belong  entirely  to  him;  she  who  had 
always  been  the  most  precious  to  him,  except  his  mother. 

Only  his  mother  coidd  have  been  a  greater  loss, — ^he  could  not 
dwell  on  the  anticipation ;  and  still  holding  her  hand,  he  roused 
himself  to  listen,  and  answer  gaily  to  Eveleen's  description  of  the 
tutor,  Mr.  Fielder,  'a  thorough  gentleman,  very  clever  and 
agreeable,  who  had  read  all  the  books  in  the  world ;  the  ugliest, 
yes,  without  exaggeration,  the  most  quaintly  ugly  man  living, — 
little,  and  loolong  just  as  if  he  was  made  of  gutta  percha,'  £ve« 
leen  said, '  always  moving  by  jerks, — so  Maurice  advised  the  boys 
not  to  put  him  near  the  fire,  lest  he  should  melt.' 

'  Only  when  he  gives  them  some  formidable  lesson,  and  they 
want  to  melt  his  heart,'  said  Charies,  talking  at  random,  in  hopes 
of  saying  something  laughable. 

'  Then  his  eyes — 'tis  not  exactly  a  squint,  but  a  cast  there  is, 
and  one  set  of  eyelashes  are  black  and  the  other  light,  and  that  - 
gives  him  just  the  air  of  a  little  frightful  terrier  of  Maurice's  ■ 
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named  Venus,  with  a  black  spot  over  one  eye.     The  boys  never 
call  him  anything  but  Venus.' 

*  And  you  encourage  them  in  respect  for  their  tutor  P* 

*  Oh,  he  holds  his  own  at  lessons,  I  trow;  but  he  pretends  to 
have  such  a  horror  of  us  wild  Irish,  and  to  wonder  not  to  find 
us  eating  potatoes  with  our  fingers,  and  that  I  don't  wear  a 
petticoat  over  my  head  instead  of  a  bonnet,  in  what  he  calls  the 
classical  Carthaginian  Celto-Hibemian  fashion.' 

'Dear  me,'  said  Charlotte,  *no  wonder  Philip  recommended  him.* 

'O,  I  assure  you  he  has  the  gift,  no  one  else  but  Captain 
Morville  talks  near  as  well.' 

So  talked  on  Eveleen,  and  Charles  answered  her  as  much  in 
her  own  fashion  as  he  could,  and  when  at  last  the  evening  came 
to  an  end,  every  one  felt  relieved. 

Laura  lingered  long  in  Amy's  room,  perceiving  that  hitherto 
she  had  known  only  half  the  value  of  her  sister,  her  sweet  sister. 
It  would  be  worse  than  ever  now,  when  lefb  with  the  others,  all 
so  much  less  sympathizing,  all  saying  sharp  things  of  Philip, 
none  to  cHng  to  her  with  those  winsome  ways  that  had  been 
unnoted  till  the  time  when  they  were  no  more  to  console  her,  and 
she  felt  them  to  have  been  the  only  charm  that  had  softened 
her  late  dreary  desolation. 

So  full  was  her  heart,  that  she  must  have  told  Amy  all  her 
grief  but  for  the  part  that  Philip  had  acted  towards  Guy,  and 
her  doubts  of  Guy  would  not  allow  her  the  consolation  of  dwell- 
ing on  Amy's  happiness,  which  cheered  the  rest.  She  could  only 
hang  about  hier  in  speechless  grief,  and  caress  her  fondly,  while 
Amy  cried,  and  tried  to  comfort  her,  till  her  mother  came  to 
wish  her  good  night. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  did  not  stay  long,  because  she  wished  Amy, 
if  possible,  to  rest. 

'  Mamma,'  said  Amy,  as  she  received  her  last  kiss,  '  I  can't 
think  why  I  am  not  more  unhappy.' 

^  It  is  all  as  it  should  be,  my  dear,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone. 

Amabel  slept,  and  awakened  to  the  knowledge  that  it  was  her 
wedding-day.  She  was  not  to  appear  at  the  £^t  breaikfast,  but 
she  came  to  meet  Charles  in  the  dressing-room ;  and  as  they  sat 
together  on  the  sofa,  where  she  had  watched  and  amused  so  many 
of  his  hours  of  helplessness,  he  clasped  round  her  arm  his  gift, — 
a  bracelet  of  his  mother's  hair.  His  fingers  trembled  and  his 
eyes  were  hazy,  but  he  would  not  let  her  help  him.  Her  thanks 
were  obliged  to  be  ail  kisses,  no  words  would  come  but  '  Charlie, 
Charlie !  how  could  I  ever  have  promised  to  leave  you  ?' 

'Nonsense!  who  ever  dreamt  that  my  sisters  were  to  be 
three  monkeys  tied  to  a  dog  F' 
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It  was  impoBsible  not  to  smiley  though  it  was  bat  for  a  moment^ 
— Charles's  mirth  was  mehmcholj. 

'  And,  dear  Charlie,  joa  will  not  miss  me  so  veiy  much ;  do 
pray  let  Charlotte  wait  upon  jou.' 

*  After  the  first,  perhaps,  I  maj  not  hate  her.  Oh,  Amy,  J 
little  knew  what  I  was  doing  when  I  tried  to  get  him  back  again 
for  jon.  I  was  sawing  off  thebongh  I  was  sitting  on.  But  there ! 
I  will  not  flatter  jou,  you've  had  enough  to  turn  that  head  of 
yours.  Stand  up,  and  let  me  take  a  survey.  Very  pretty,  I 
declare, — ^you  do  my  education  credit.  There,  if  it  will  be  for 
your  peace,  I'll  do  my  best  to  wear  on  without  you.  I've  wanted 
a  brother  all  my  life,  and  you  are  giving  me  the  very  one  I  would 
have  picked  out  of  a  thousand — the  only  one  I  could  forgive  for 
presuming  to  steal  you.  Amy.  Here  he  is.  Come  in,'  he  added, 
as  Guy  knocked  at  his  door,  to  offer  to  help  him  down  stairs. 

Gkiy  hardly  spoke,  and  Amy  could  not  look  in  his  hce.  It  was 
late,  and  he  took  down  Charles  at  once.  After  this,  she  had  virary 
little  quiet,  every  one  was  buzzing  about  her,  and  putting  the  last 
touches  to  her  dress;  at  last,  just  as  she  was  quite  finished, 
Charlotte  exclaimed,  *  Oh,  there  is  Ouy's  step ;  may  I  call  him 
in  to  have  one  look  ?' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  did  not  say  no ;  and  Charlotte,  opening  the 
dressing-room  door,  called  to  him.  He  stood  opposite  to  Amy 
for  some  moments,  then  said,  with  a  smile,  '  I  was  wrong  aboidf 
the  grogram ;  I  would  not  for  anything  see  you  look  otherwise 
than  you  do.* 

It  seemed  to  Mrs.  Edmonstone  and  Laura  that  these  words 
made  them  lose  sight  of  the  details  of  laoe  and  silk  that  had  been 
occupying  them,  so  that  they  only  saw  the  radiance,  purity,  and 
innocence  of  Amy's  bridal  appearance.  No  more  was  said,  for 
Mr.  Edmonstone  ran  up  to  caQ  GKiy,  who  was  to  drive  Charles 
in  the  pony-carriage. 

Amabel,  of  course,  went  with  her  parents.  Poor  child !  her 
tears  flowed  finely  on  the  way,  and  Mr.  Edmonstone,  now  that 
it  had  really  come  to  the  point  of  parting  with  his  little  Amy, 
was  very  much  o^^ercome,  while  his  wife,  hardly  refiraining  from 
tears,  could  only  hold  her  daughter's  hand  very  close. 

The  r^^ular  morning  service  was  a  great  comfort,  by  restoring 
their  tranquillity,  and  by  the  time  it  was  ended,  Amabers  coun- 
tenance had  settled  into  its  own  calm  expression  of  trust  and 
serenity.  She  scarcely  even  trembled  when  her  fiither  led  her 
forward ;  her  hand  did  not  shake,  and  her  voice,  though  very 
low,  was  firm  and  audible ;  while  Guy's  deep,  sweet  tones  had  a 
sort  of  thrill  and  quiver  of  intense  feeling. 

No  one  could  help  observing  that  Lausa  was  the  most  agitated 
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person  preisent ;  she  trembled  so  much  that  she  was  obliged  to 
lean  on  Charlotte,  and  her  tears  gave  the  infection  to  the  other 
bridesmaids — ^all  but  Mary  Boss,  who  could  never  cry  when 
other  people  did,  and  little  Marianne,  who  did  nothing  but  look 
and  wonder. 

Mary  was  feeling  a  great  deal,  both  of  compassion  for  the 
bereaved  family  and  of  affectionate  admiring  joy  for  the  young 
pair  who  knelt  before  the  altar.  It  was  a  showery  day,  with 
gleams  of  vivid  sunshine,  and  one  of  these  suddenly  broke  forth, 
casting  a  stream  of  colour  from  a  martyr's  figure  in  the  south 
window,  so  as  to  shed  a  golden  glozy  on  the  wave  of  brown  hair 
over  Guy's  forehead,  then  passing  on  and  tinting  the  bride's 
white  veu  with  a  deep  glowing  shade  of  crimson  and  purple. 

Either  that  golden  light,  or  the  expression  of  the  face  on 
which  it  beamed  made  Mary  think  of  the  lines — 

Where  is  the  brow  to  wear  in  mortal's  sights 
The  crown  of  pure  angelic  light  ? 

Charles  stood  with  his  head  leaning  against  a  pillar  as  if  he 
could  not  bear  to  look  up ;  Mr.  Edmonstone  was  restless  and 
almost  sobbing ;  Mrs.  Edmonstone  alone  collected,  though  much 
flushed  and  somewhat  trembling,  while  the  only  person  apparently 
free  from  excitement  was  the  Httle  bride,  as  there  she  knelt,  her 
hand  clasped  in  his,  her  head  bent  down,  her  modest,  steadfast  face 
looking  as  if  she  was  only  conscious  of  the  vow  she  exchanged,  the 
blessing  she  received ;  and  was,  as  it  were,  lifted  out  of  herself. 

It  was  over  now.  The  feast,  in  its  fullest  sense,  was  held,  and 
the  richest  of  blessings  had  been  called  down  on  them. 

The  procession  came  out  of  the  vestry  in  full  order,  and  very 
pretty  it  was ;  the  bride  and  bridegroom  in  the  fresh  bright 
graciousness  of  their  extreme  youth,  and  the  six  bridesmaids 
following ;  Laura  and  Lady  Eveleen,  two  strikingly  handsome 
and  elegant  girls ;  Charlotte,  vnth.  the  pretty  little  fair  Marianne ; 
Mary  Boss,  and  Grace  Harper.  The  village  people  who  stood 
round  might  well  say  that  such  a  sight  as  that  was  worth  coming 
twenty  nules  to  see. 

The  first  care,  after  the  bridal  pair  had  driven  off,  was  to  put 
Charles  into  his  pony-carriage.  Charlotte,  who  had  just  pinned 
on  his  ^Avour,  begged  to  drive  him,  for  she  meant  to  make 
him  her  especial  <marge,  and  to  succeed  to  all  Amy's  rights. 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  asked  whether  Laura  would  not  prefer  going 
mth  him,  but  she  hastily  answered,  'No,  thank  you,  let  Charlotte;* 
for  with  her  troubled  feelings,  she  could  better  answer  talking 
gala  than  parry  the  remarks  of  her  shrewd,  observant  brother. 

Some  one  said  it  would  rain,  but  Charlotte  still  pleaded 
earnestly. 
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^  Come,  then,  puss,'  said  Charles,  rallying  his  spirits,  *  onlj 
don't  upset  me,  or  it  will  spoil  their  tour.' 

Charlotte  drove  off  with  elaborate  care, — ^then  came  a  deep 
sigh,  and  she  exclaimed, '  Well !  he  ia  our  brother,  and  all  is  safe.' 

'  Yes,'  said  Charles ;  *  no  more  fears  for  them.' 

*  Had  you  any  ?    I  am  very  glad  if  you  had.' 
*Why?' 

'  Because  it  was  so  like  a  book.  I  had  a  sort  of  feeling,  all 
the  time,  that  Philip  would  come  in  quite  grand  and  terrible.' 

'  As  if  he  must  act  Ogre.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  had  noi 
something  of  the  same  notion, — ^that  he  might  appear  suddenly, 
and  forbid  the  banns,  entirely  for  Amy's  sake,  and  as  the 
greatest  kindness  to  her.' 

'Oh!' 

'  However,  he  can't  separate  them  now,  let  him  do  his  worst; 
and  while  Amy  is  GKiy's  wife,  I  don't  think  we  shall  easily  be 
made  to  quarrel.  I  am  glad  the  knot  is  tied,  for  I  had  a  fatality 
notion  that  the  feud  was  so  strong,  that  it  was  nearly  a  case  of 
the  mountains  bending  and  the  streams  ascending,  ere  she  was  to 
be  our  foeman's  bride.' 

*No,'  said  Charlotte,  'it  ought  to  be  like  that  stoiy  of 
Bosaura  and  her  kindred,  don't  you  remember  P  The  fate  would 
not  be  appeased  by  the  marriage,  till  Count  Julius  had  saved  the 
life  of  one  of  the  hostile  race.  That  would  be  it, — ^perhaps  they 
will  meet  abroad,  and  Guy  will  do  it,* 

'  That  wont  do.  Philip  will  never  endanger  his  precious  life» 
nor  ever  forgive  Guy  the  obligation.  Well,  I  suppose  there 
never  was  a  prettier  wedding — ^how  silly  of  me  to  say  so,  I  shall 
be  sick  of  hearing  it  before  night.' 

'  I  do  wish  all  these  people  were  gone ;  I  did  not  know  it  would 
be  so  horrid.  I  shoidd  like  to  shut  myself  up  and  cry,  and  think 
what  I  could  ever  do  to  wait  on  you.  Indeed,  Charlie,  I  know  I 
never  can  be  like  Amy,  but  if  you — ' 

*  Be  anything  but  sentimental ;  I  don't  want  to  make  a  fool 
of  myself,'  said  Charles,  with  a  smile  and  tone  as  if  he  was 
keeping  sorrow  at  bay.  *  Depend  upon  it  if  we  were  left  to 
ourselves  this  evening,  we  should  be  so  desperately  savage  that 
we  should  quarrel  furiously,  and  there  would  be  no  Amy  to  set  us 
to  rights.' 

*  How  Aunt  Charbtte  did  cry !  What  a  funny  little  womaa 
she  is.' 

'  Yes,  I  see  now  who  you  take  after,  puss.  You'll  be  just  like 
her  when  you  are  her  age.' 

'  So  I  me^  to  be, — ^I  mean  to  stay  and  take  care  of  you  all 
my  life,  as  she  does  of  grandmamma.' 


THE  HEIB  OF  BEDCLTFFE.  839 

*  You  do,  do  you  P* 

*  Yes.  I  never  mean  to  marry,  it  is  so  disagreeable.  O  dear ! 
But  how  lovely  dear  Amy  did  look.' 

^Here's  the  rain!'  exclaimed  Charles,  as  some  large  drops 
began  to  fall  in  good  time  to  prevent  them  from  being  either 
savage  or  sentimental,  though  at  the  expense  of  Charlotte'is  pink 
and  white ;  for  they  had  no  umbrella,  and  she  would  not  accept 
a  share  of  Charles's  carriage-doak.  She  laughed,  and  drove  on 
fast  through  the  short  cut,  and  arrived  at  the  house-door,  just  as 
the  pelting  hail  was  over,  having  battered  her  thin  sleeves,  and 
made  her  white  bonnet  look  very  deplorable.  The  first  thing 
they  saw  was  Quy,  with  Bustle  close  to  him,  for  Bastle  had 
found  out  that  something  was  going  on  that  concerned  his 
master,  and  followed  him  about  more  assiduouslv  than  ever,  as  if 
sensible  of  the  decree,  that  he  was  to  be  left  behmd  to  Charlotte's 
care. 

*  Charlotte,  how  wet  you  are.* 

'  Never  mind,  Charlie  is  not.'  She  sprung  out,  holding  his 
hand,  and  felt  as  if  she  could  never  forget  that  moment  when 
her  new  brother  first  kissed  her  brow. 

'Where's  Amy?' 

'Here!'  and  while  Guy  lifted  Charles  out,  Charlotte  was 
clasped  in  her  sister's  arms. 

'  Are  you  wet,  Charlie  p' 

'  No,  Charlotte  would  not  be  wise,  and  made  me  keep  the 
doak  to  myself.' 

'You  are  wet  through,  poor  child;  come  up  at  once,  and 
change,'  said  Amy,  flymg  nimbly  up  the  stairs, — ^up  even  to 
Charlotte's  own  room,  the  old  nursery,  and  there  she  was  un- 
fitftening  the  drenched  finery. 

'  O  Amy,  don't  do  all  this.    Let  me  rinff.' 

'  No,  the  servants  are  either  not  come  home  or  are  too  busy. 
Charles  wont  want  me,  he  has  Guy.  Can  I  find  your  white 
frock  P' 

'  Oh,  but  Amy — ^let  me  see !'  Charlotte  made  prisoner  the 
lefb  hand,  and  looked  up  with  an  arch  smile  at  the  face  where 
she  had  called  up  a  blush.  '  Lady  MorviUe  must  not  begin  by 
being  lady's-maid.' 

'  Let  me — ^let  me,  Charbtte,  dear,  I  sha'n't  be  able  to  do 
anything  for  you  this  lon^  time.'  Amy's  voice  trembled,  and 
Charlotte  held  her  fiist  to  kiss  her  agam. 

'  We  must  make  haste,'  said  Amy,  recovering  hensif,  'There 
are  the  carriages.' 

While  the  frock  was  being  fastened,  Charlotte  looked  into  the 
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Prayer-book  Amy  had  laid  down.    There  was  the  name,  Amabd 
Frances  MorYille,  and  the  date. 

'  Has  he  jnst  written  it  ?'  said  Charlotte. 

'  Tes ;  when  we  came  home.' 

*  O  Amy !  dear,  dear  Amy ;  I  don't  know  whether  I  am  glad 
or  sorry!' 

'  I  believe  I  am  both,'  said  Amy. 

At  that  moment  Mrs.  Edmonstone  and  Laura  hastened  in. 
Then  was  the  time  for  broken  words,  tears  and  smiles,  as  Amy 
leant  against  her  mother,  who  locked  her  in  a  dose  embrace,  ani 
gazed  on  her  in  a  sort  of  trance,  at  once  of  matenial  piide  and  of 
pain,  at  giving  up  her  cherished  nestling.  Poor  Lanra!  how 
hMer  were  her  tears,  and  how  forced  her  8miles,-^£ur  nnlike  the 
lest! 

No  one  would  care  to  hear  the  details  of  the  breakfiut,  and 
the  splendours  of  the  cake ;  how  Charlotte  recovered  her  spirits 
while  distributing  the  favours;  and  Lady  Eveleen  set  iq>  a 
flirtation  with  Markham,  and  forced  him  into  wearing  one, 
though  he  protested,  with  many  a  grunt,  that  she  was  making 
a  queer  fool  of  him ;  how  often  Charles  was  obliged  to  hear  it 
had  been  a  pretty  wedding ;  and  how  well  Lord  Sjlcoran  made 
his  speech  proposing  the  h^th  of  Sir  Guy  and  Lady  Morville. 
All  the  time,  Laura  was  active  and  useful, — feeling  as  if  she 
was  acting  a  play,  sustaining  the  character  of  Miss  Edmonstone, 
the  bridesmaid  at  her  sister's  happy  marriage ;  while  the  true 
Laura,  Philip's  Laura,  was  lonely,  deject^  wretched;  half 
fearing  for  her  sister,  half  jealous  of  her  happiness,  forced  into 
pageantry  with  an  aching  heart, — with  only  one  wish,  that  it 
was  over,  and  that  she  might  be  again  alone  with  her  burden. 

She  was  glad  when  her  mother  rose,  and  the  ladies  moved  into 
the  drawing-room, — glad  to  escape  from  Eveleen's  quick  eye, 
and  to.  avoid  Marv's  clear  sense, — glad  to  talk  to  comparative 
strangers, — glad  of  the  occupation  of  going  to  prepare  Amabel 
for  her  journey.  This  lasted  a  long  time, — ^there  was  so  much 
to  be  said,  and  hearts  were  so  Aill,  and  Amy  over  again  ex- 
plained to  Charlotte  how  to  perform  all  the  little  services  to 
Charles  which  she  relinquished ;  while  her  mother  had  so  many 
affectionate  last  words,  and  every  now  and  then  stopped  short  to 
1oo)l  at  her  little  daughter,  saying,  she  did  not  know  if  it  was 
not  a  dream. 

At  length  Amabel  was  dressed  in  her  purple  and  white  shot 
silk,  her  muslin  mantle,  and  white  bonnet.  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
left  her  and  Laura  to  have  a  few  words  together,  and  went  to 
the  dressing-room.    There  she  found  Guy,  leaning  on  the  mantel- 
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shelf,  as  he  used  to  do  when  he  brought  his  troubles  to  her.   He 
started  as  she  entered. 

'Ought  I  not  to  be  here?'  he  said.  '  I  could  not  help  coming 
once  more.  This  room  has  always  been  the  kernel  of  my  home, 
my  happiness  here.' 

'  Indeed,  it  has  been  a  very  great  pleasure  to  have  you  here.' 

'You  have  been  very  kind  to  me,'  he  proceeded,  in  a  low, 
reflecting  tone.  '  You  have  helped  me  very  much,  very  often ; 
even  when —  Do  you  remember  the  day  I  bulged  you  to  keep 
me  in  order,  as  if  I  were  Charles  ?   I  did  not  thsSk  then — ' 

He  was  nlent;  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone  little  able  to  find  words, 
smilinff ,  tried  to  say, — '  I  little  thought  how  truly  and  how  gladly 
I  shomd  be  able  to  call  you  my  son ;'  and  ended  by  giving  him 
a  mother's  kiss. 

'I  wish  I  could  tell  you  half,'  said  Ouy,—' half  what  I  feel  for 
the  kindness  that  made  a  home  to  one  who  had  no  right  to  any. 
Coming  as  a  stranger,  I  found — ' 

'  We  found  one  to  love  with  all  our  hearts,'  said  Mrs.  Edmon- 
stone. '  I  have  often  looked  back,  and  seen  that  you  brought 
a  brightness  to  us  all — especially  to  poor  Charles.  Yes ;  it  dates 
from  your  coming ;  and  1  can  only  wish  and  trust,  Guy,  that  the 
same  orightness  will  rest  on  your  own  home.' 

'  There  must  be  brightness  where  she  is/  said  Qiiy. 

'  I  need  not  tell  you  to  take  care  of  her,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone, 
smiling.  'I  think  I  can  trust  you;  but  I  feel  rather  as  I  did  when 
first  I  sent  her  and  Laura  to  a  party  of  pleasure  by  themselves.' 

Laura  at  this  moment  came  in.  Alone  with  Amy,  she  could  not . 
speak,  she  could  only  cry;  and  fearful  of  distressing  her  sister,  she 
came  away;  but  here,  with  GKiy,  it  was  worse,  for  it  was  unkind 
not  to  speak  one  warm  word  to  him.  Yet  what  could  she  say  P 
He  spoke  first — 

'Laura,  you  must  get  up  your  looks  again,  now  this  turmoil 
is  over.  Don't  do  too  much  mathematics,  and  wear  yourself 
down  to  a  shadow.' 

Laura  gave  her  sad,  forced  smile. 

'  Will  you  do  one  thing  for  me,  Laura  P  I  should  like  to  have 
one  of  your  perspective  views  of  the  inside  of  the  church.  Would 
it  be  too  troublesome  to  do  ?' 

'  Oh,  no ;  I  shall  be  very  glad.' 

'  Don't  set  about  it  tiU  you  quite  like  it,  and  have  plenty  of 
time.  Thank  you.  '  I  shaU  think  it  is  a  proof  that  you  can 
forgive  me  for  all  the  pain  I  am  causing  you.  I  am  very  sorry, 
in(&ed — ' 

'You  are  so  very  kind/  said  Laura^  bursting  into  tears;  and. 
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AS  her  mother  was  gone,  she  oould  not  help  adding, '  but  don't 
try  to  comfort  me,  Gruy;  don't  blame  yourself, — *tisn't  only 
that, — ^but  I  am  so  very,  very  nnhappy.' 

'  Amy  told  me  you  were  grieved  for  Philip.  I  wish  I  could 
help  it,  Laura.  I  want  to  try  to  meet  him  in  Switzerland;  and, 
if  we  can,  perhaps  it  may  be  set  right.  At  any  rate  he  will  be 
glad  to  know  you  see  the  rights  of  it.* 

Laura  wept  still  more;  but  she  could  never  again  lose  the  sis- 
terly feeling  those  kind  words  had  awakened.  K  Philip  had  bub 
known  whi^  he  missed ! 

Charlotte  ran  in.  ^  Oh,  I  am  glad  to  find  you  here,  Guy;  I 
wanted  to  put  you  in  mind  of  your  promise.  You  must  write  me 
the  first  letter  you  sign  '  Your  affectionate  brotherl' ' 

'  I  wont  forget,  Charlotte.' 

'Guy!  Where's  Guy P'  called  Mr.  Edmonstone.  'The  rain's 
going  off.  Tou  must  come  down,  both  of  you,  or  you'll  be 
too  late.' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  hastened  to  call  Amabel.  Those  moments 
that  she  had  been  alone,  Amabel  had  been  kneeling  in  an  earnest 
supplication  that  all  might  be  forgiven  that  she  had  done  amisa 
in  the  home  of  her  childhood;  that  the  blessings  might  be  sealed 
on  her  and  her  husband;  and  that  she  might  go  forth  firom  her 
father's  house  in  strength  sent  from  above.  Her  mother  sum- 
moned her;  she  rose,  came  calmly  forth,  met  Guy  at  the  head  of 
the  stairs,  put  her  arm  in  his,  and  they  went  down. 

Chaxles  was  on  the  sofa  in  the  ante-room,  talking  fast,  and 
striving  for  high  spirits.  '  Amy,  woman,  you  do  us  credit!  Well, 
write  soon,  and  don't  break  your  heart  for  want  of  me.' 

There  was  a  confusion  of  good-byes,  and  then  all  came  out  to 
the  hall  door;  even  Charles,  with  Charlotte's  arm.  One  more 
of  those  fast-locked  embraces  between  the  brother  and  sister,  and 
Mr.  Edmonstone  put  Amabel  into  the  carriage. 

*  Good  bye,  good  bye,  my  own  dearest  little  one!  Bless  you, 
bless  you !  and  may  you  be  as  happy  as  a  Mayflower  1  Guy,  good 
bye.  I've  given  you  the  best  I  had  to  give, — and  'tis  you  that 
are  welcome  to  her.  Take  care  what  you  do  with  her,  for  she's 
a  predouii  little  jewel !    Good  bye,  my  boy!' 

Guy's  face  and  grasping  hand  were  the  reply.  As  he  waa 
about  to  spring  into  the  carriage,  he  turned  again.  '  Charlotte^ 
I  have  shut  Bustle  up  in  my  room.  Will  you  let  him  out  in 
half  an  hour  P  I've  explained  it  all  to  him,  and  he  will  be  very 
good.    Good  bye.' 

'  I'll  take  care  of  him.     I'll  mention  him  in  every  letter.' 

'And,  Markham,  mind,  if  our  house  is  not  ready  by  Michael- 
mas, we  shall  be  obliged  to  come  and  stay  with  you.' 
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Grunt! 

Lastly,  as  if  he  could  not  help  it,  Guj  dashed  up  the  step  once 
more,  pressed  Charles's  hand,  and  said, '  God  bless  you,  Charliel' 

In  an  instant  he  was  beside  Amabel,  and  they  drove  off, — 
Amabel  leaning  forward,  and  gazing  wistfuUy  at  her  mother  and 
Charles,  till  she  was  starUed  by  a  long  cluster  of  kbumumSy 
their  yellow  bloom  bent  down  and  heavy  with  wet,  so  that  the 
ends  dashed  against  her  bonnet,  and  the  crystal  drops  fell  on 
ber  lap. 

^  Whvy  Amy,  the  HoUywell.  flowers  are  weeping  for  the  loss 
of  you! 

She  gave  a  sweet,  sunny  smile  through  her  tears.  At  that 
moment  they  came  beyond  the  thick  embowering  shrubs,  while 
full  before  them  was  the  dark  receding  cloud,  on  which  the  sun- 
beams were  painting  a  wide  spanned  rainbow.  The  semidrele 
was  perfect,  and  full  before  them,  like  an  arch  of  triumph  under 
whidi  they  were  to  pass. 

'  How  beautiful !'  broke  from  .them  both. 

'  Guy,'  said  the  bride,  after  a  few  minutes  had  faded  the  rain- 
bow, and  turned  them  from  its  sight,  '  shall  I  tell  you  what 
I  was  thinking !  I  was  thinking,  that  if  there  is  a  doom  on  us, 
I  am  not  afraid,  if  it  will  only  bring  a  rainbow.' 

'  The  rainbow  will  come  after,  if  not  with  it,'  said  Guy. 


CHAPTER  XXX* 

She's  a  winsome  wee  things 
She's  a  handsome  wee  things 
She's  a  bonnie  wee  thing. 
This  sweet  wee  wifie  oif  mine.«»BDBirs. 

*  T  OOK  here,  Amy,'  said  Guy,  pointing  to  a  name  in  the 
JLi  traveller's  book  at  Altdorf, 

'Captain  Morville!'  she  exclaimed,  'July  14th.  That  was 
only  the  day  before  yesterday.' 

'  I  w<mder  whether  we  shall  overtake  him!  Do  you  knowwhat 
was  this  gentleman's  route  P'  inquired  Guy,  in  fVench  that  was 
•daily  becoming  more  producible. 

The  gentleman  having  come  on  foot,  with  nothing  but  his 
knapsack,  had  not  made  inuch  sensation.  There  was  a  vague 
idea  that  he  had  gone  on  to  the  St.  Gothard ;  but  the  guide 
who  was  likely  to  know,  was  not  fOTthcoming,  and  all  Guy's 
inquiries  only  resulted  in,  'I  dare  say  we  shall  hear  of  him 
'dsewheie.' 
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To  tell  the  trath,  Amabel  was  not  much  disappointed;  and 
she  could  see,  though  he  said  nothing,  that  Guy  was  not  Yery. 
sony.  These  two  months  had  been  so  yeiy  happy,  there  had 
been  such  full  enjoyment,  such  freedom  from  care  and  Yexation, 
or  aught  that  could  for  a  moment  ruffle  the  stream  of  delight. 
Scenery,  cathedrals,  music,  paintings,  historical  association,  had 
in  turn  given  unceasing  interest  and  pleasure;  and,  above  all, 
Amabel  had  been  growing  more  and  more  into  the  depths  of  her 
husband's  mind,  and  entering  into  the  grave,  noble  thoughts 
inspired  by  the  scenes  they  were  visiting.  It  had  been  a  sort  of 
ideal  happiness,  so  exquisite,  that  she  could  hardly  believe  it  real. 
A  taste  of  society,  which  they  had  at  Munich,  though  very 
pleasant,  had  only  made  them  more  glad  to  be  alone  together 
again ;  any  companion  would  have  been  an  interruption ;  and 
Philip,  so  intimate,  yet  with  his  carping,  persecuting  spirit 
towards  Guy,  was  one  of  the  last  persons  she  could  wish  to  meet; 
but  knowing  that  this  was  by  no  means  a  disposition  Guy  wished 
to  encourage,  she  held  her  peace. 

For  the  present,  no  more  was  said  about  Philip ;  and  they 
proceeded  to  Interlachen,  where  they  spent  a  day  or  two,  while 
Amaud  was  with  his  relations;  and  they  visited  the  two  b^utiful 
lakes  of  Thun  and  Brientz.  On  first  coming  among  mountains, 
Amabel  had  been  greatly  afraid  of  the  precipices,  and  had  been 
very  much  alarmed  at  the  way  in  which  Guy  clambered  about, 
witn  a  sureness  of  foot  and  steadiness  of  head  acquired  long  ago 
on  the  crags  of  Beddyffe,  and  on  which  the  guides  were  always 
complimenting  him;  put  from  seeing  him  always  come  down 
safe,  and  from  having  been  enticed  by  him  to  several  heights, 
which  had  at  first  seemed  to  her  most  dizzy  and  dangerous,  she 
had  gradually  laid  aside  her  fears,  and  even  become  slightly,  very 
slightly,  adventurous  herself. 

One  beautiful  evening,  they  were  wandering  on  the  side  of  the 
Beatenberg,  in  the  lit^e  narrow  paths  trac^  by  the  tread  of 
the  goats  and  their  herdsmen.  Amabel  sat  down  to  try  to  sketch 
the  outline  of  the  white<<»pped  Jung  !Frau  and  her  attendant 
mountains,  wishing  she  could  draw  as  well  as  Laura,  but  intend- 
ing her  outline  to  aid  in  describing  the  scene  to  those  whose  eyes 
she  longed  to  have  with  her.  Wlnle  she  was  drawing,  Guy  began 
to  climb  higher,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight,  though  she  still  heard 
him  whistlmg.  The  mountains  were  not  easy  to  draw,  or  rather 
she  grew  discontented  with  her  black  lines  and  white  paper, 
compared  with  the  dazzling  snow  against  the  blue  sky,  tinged  by 
the  roseate  tints  of  the  setting  sun,  and  the  dark  fissures  on  the 
rocky  sides,  still  blacker  from  the  contrast. 

She  put  up  her  sketching  materials,  and  began  to  gather  some' 
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of  the  delightful  treamny  of  mountain  flowers.  A  gentle  slope 
of  grass  was  close  to  her,  and  on  it  grew,  at  some  little  distance 
from  her,  a  tuit  of  deep  purple,  the  heautiful  Alpine  saxifrage, 
which  she  well  knew  by  descnp^on.  She  went  to  gather  it,  but 
the  tuif  was  slippeiy,  and  when  once  descending,  she  could  not 
stop  herself;  and  what  was  the  horror  of  finding  herself  half 
slipping,  half  running  down  a  slope,  which  became  steeper  every 
moment,  till  it  was  suddenly  broken  off  into  a  sheer  precipice ! 
She  screamed,  and  grasped  with  both  hands  at  some  low  bushes, 
that  grew  under  a  rock  at  the  side  of  the  treacherous  turf.  She 
caught  a  branch,  and  found  herself  supported,  by  clinging  to  it 
with  her  hands,  while  she  rested  on  the  slope,  now  so  nearly  per- 
pendicular, that  to  lose  her  hold  would  send  her  instantly  down 
the  precipice.  Her  whole  weight  seemed  to  depend  on  that 
slender  bough,  and  those  little  hands  that  clenched  it  convul- 
sively,— ^her  feet  felt  in  vain  for  some  hold.  '  GKiy !  Guy !'  she 
shrieked  again.  Oh,  where  was  he  p  His  whistle  ceased, — he 
heard  her, — he  called. 

•Here!' 

*  Oh,  help  me  !*  she  answered.  But  with  that  moment's  joy 
came  the  horror,  he  could  not  help  her — he  would  only  fall  him- 
self. *  Take  care !  don't  come  on  the  grass !'  she  cried.  She 
must  let  go  the  branch  in  a  short  time,  then  a  slip,  the  preci- 
pice,— and  what  would  become  of  him  f  Those  moiBents  were 
hours. 

'  I  am  coming — ^hold  fast !'  She  heard  his  voice  above  her, 
very  near.  To  find  him  so  dose  made  the  agony  of  dread  and 
of  prayer  even  more  intense.  To  be  lost,  with  her  husband 
scarcely  a  step  firom  her!  Yet  how  could  he  stand  on  the 
slippery  turf^  and  so  as  to  be  steady  enough  to  raise  her  up  ? 

'2^ow,  then!'  he  said,  speaking  from  the  rock  under  which 
the  brushwood  grew,  '  I  cannot  reach  you  unless  you  raise  up 
your  hand  to  me — ^your  left  hand — straight  up.   Let  go.  Now !' 

It  was  a  fearful  moment.  Amabel  could  not  see  him,  and 
felt  as  if  relinquishing  her  grasp  of  the  tree  was  certain  destruc- 
tion. The  instinct  of  self-preservation  had  been  making  her 
clinff  desperately  with  that  left  hand,  especially  as  it  held  by  the 
thicker  part  of  the  bough.  But  the  habit  of  imphcit  confidence 
and  obedience  was  stronger  still ;  she  did  not  hesitate,  and  tight- 
ening her  hold  with  the  other  hand,  she  unclasped  the  left  and 
stretched  it  upwards. 

Joy  unspeakable  to  feel  his  fingers  close  over  her  wrist,  like 
iron,  even  while  the  bush  to  whicn  she  had  trusted  was  detach- 
ing itself,  almost  uprooted  by  her  weight !  K  she  had  waited 
a  second  she  would  have  been  lost,  but  her  confidence  had  been 
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her  safety.  A  moment  or  two  more,  and  with  closed  eyes  she 
was  leaning  against  him ;  his  arm  was  romid  her,  and  he  guided 
her  steps,  till,  breathless,  she  fomid  herself  on  the  broad,  well- 
trodden  path,  ont  of  sight  of  the  precipice. 

'  Thank  heaven !'  he  said,  in  a  very  low  voice,  as  he  stood  still* 

*  Thank  God !  my  Amy,  I  have  you  still.' 

She  looked  up,  and  saw  how  pale  he  was,  though  his  voice  had 
been  so  steady  throughout.  She  leant  on  his  breast,  and  rested 
her  head  on  his  shoiSder  again  in  silence,  for  her  heart  was  too 
full  of  awe  and  thankfulness  for  words,  even  had  she  not  been 
without  breath  or  power  to  speak,  and  needing  his  support  in  her 
giddiness  and  trembling. 

More  than  a  minute  passed  thus.  Then,  beginning  to  recover, 
she  looked  up  to  him  again,  and  said,  '  Oh,  it  was  dreadful !  I 
did  not  think  you  could  have  saved  me.' 

'  I  thought  so  too  for  a  moment !'  said  Guy,  in  a  sti&ed  voice. 

*  You  are  better  now  ?    You  are  not  hurt  P  are  you  sure  ?' 

'  Quite  sure  I  I  did  not  fall,  you  know,  only  slipped.  No,  I 
have  nothing  the  matter  with  me,  thank  you.' 

She  tried  to  stand  alone,  but  the  trembling  returned.  He 
made  her  sit  down,  and  she  rested  against  him,  while  he  still 
made  her  assure  him  that  she  was  unhurt.  '  Yes,  quite  unhmt 
— quite  well ;  only  this  wrist  is  a  little  strained,  and  no  wonder* 
Oh,  I  am  sure  it  was  Providence  that  made  those  bushes  grow 
just  there !' 

'  How  did  it  happen  ?' 

'  It  was  my  fault.  I  went  afber  a  flower ;  my  foot  slipped  on 
the  turf,  and  I  could  not  stop  myself.  I  thought  I  shoidd  have 
run  right  down  the  precipice.' 

She  shut  her  eyes  and  shuddered  again.  '  It  was  frightful  I' 
he  said,  holding  her  fast.  '  It  was  a  great  mercy,  indeed.  Thank 
heaven,  it  is  over !    You  are  not  giddy  now.' 

*0h,  no;  notataU!' 

*  And  your  wrist !' 

'  Oh,  that's  nothing.  I  only  told  you  to  show  you  what  was 
the  worst,'  said  Amy,  smiling  with  recovered  playfulness,  the 
most  re-assuiing  of  all. 

'  What  flower  was  it  ?' 

*  A  piece  of  purple  saxifrage.  I  thought  there  was  no  danger, 
for  it  did  not  seem  steep  at  first.' 

'  No ;  it  was  not  your  fault.  You  had  better  not  move  just 
yet ;  sit  still  a  little  while.' 

*  O  Guy,  where  are  you  going  ?' 

*  Only  for  your  sketching  tools  and  my  stick.  I  shall  not  be 
gone  an  instant.    Sit  still  and  recover.' 
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In  a  few  seconds  he  came  back  with  her  basket,  and  in  it  a  few 
of  the  flowers.  '  Oh,  I  am  sorry,'  she  said,  coming  to  meet  him ; 
'  I  wish  I  had  told  you  I  did  not  care  for  them.   Whj  did  you  P* 

'  I  did  not  put  myself  in  any  peril  about  thenu  I  had  my 
trusty  staff,  you  know.' 

^  I  am  glad  I  did  not  guess  what  you  were  doing.  I  thought 
it  so  impossible,  that  I  did  not  thmk  of  begging  you  not.  I 
shall  keep  them  always .  It  is  a  good  thing  for  us  to  be  put  in 
mind  how  frail  all  our  joy  is.' 

'  All  ?'  asked  Guy,  scarcely  as  if  replying  to  her,  while,  though 
his  arm  pressed  hers,  his  eye  was  on  the  blue  sky,  as  he  answei^ 
himself, '  Your  joy  no  man  taketh  from  you.' 

Amabel  was  much  impressed,  as  she  thought  what  it  would 
have  been  for  him  if  his  little  wife  had  been  snatched  from  him 
so  suddenly  and  frightfully.  His  return — his  meetiDg  her 
mother — ^his  desolate  home  and  solitary  life.  She  could  almost 
have  wept  for  him.  Yet,  at  the  moment  of  relief  from  the  fear 
of  such  misery,  he  could  thus  speak.  He  could  look  onward  to 
the  joy  beyond^  even  while  his  cheek  was  still  blanched  with  the 
horror  and  anguish  of  the  apprehension ;  and  how  great  they  had 
been  was  shown  by  the  broken  words  he  uttered  in  his  sleep,  for 
several  nights  afterwards,  while  b^  day  he  was  always  watching 
and  cautioning  her.  Assuredly  his  dependence  on  the  joy  that 
could  not  be  lost  did  not  make  her  doubt  his  tenderness ;  it  only 
made  her  feel  how  far  behind  him  she  was,  for  would  it  have 
been  the  same  with  her,  had  the  danger  been  his  P 

In  a  couple  of  days  they  arrived  at  the  beautiful  Lugano,  and, 
as  usual,  their  first  walk  was  to  the  po8t-o£Bce,  but  disappoint* 
ment  awaited  them.  There  had  been  some  letters  addr^ed  to 
the  name  of  Morville,  but  the  Signer  Inglese  had  Idt  orders 
that  such  should  be  forwarded  to  Como.  Amabel,  in  her  best 
Italian,  strove  hard  to  explain  the  difference  between  the  Captain 
and  Sir  Guy,  the  Gavaliere  Guido,  as  she  translated  him,  who 
stood  by  looking  much  amused  by  the  perplexities  of  his  lady's 
construing ;  whUe  the  post-master,  though  very  polite  and  soiry 
for  the  Signora's  disappointment,  stuck  to  the  address  being 
Morville,  po9te  restante, 

'  There  is  one  good  thing,'  said  the  cavaliere,  as  they  walked 
away,  ^  we  can  find  the  captain  now.  I'll  write  and  adk  him— 
shall  I  say  to  meet  us  at  Varenna  or  at  Bellagio  P' 

'  Whichever  suits  him  best,  I  should  thiiSc.  It  can't  make 
much  difference  to  us.' 

'  Your  voice  has  a  disconsolate  cadence,'  siud  Guy,  looking  at 
her  with  a  smile. 

*  1  did  not  mean  it,'  she  answered ;  '  I  have  not  a  word  to  toy 
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against  it.    It  [is  quite  right,  and  I  am  sure  I  don't  wish  to  do 
otherwise.' 

*  Only  it  is  the  first  drawhack  in  our  real  day-dream.' 

*  Just  so,  and  that  is  all,'  said  Amy ;  ^  I  am  glad  you  feel  the 
same,  not  that  I  want  you  to  chance  your  mind.' 

*  Don't  you  remember  our  resolution  against  mere  pleasure- 
hunting  ?  That  adventure  at  Interlachen  seemed  to  be  meant 
to  bring  us  up  short  just  as  we  were  getting  into  that  line.' 

'  You  think  we  were  P' 

'  I  was,  at  least ;  for  I  know  it  was  a  satisfaction  not  to  find 
a  letter,  to  say  EedclyfTe  was  ready  for  us.' 

'  I  had  rather  it  was  Redclyffe  than  Philip.' 

'To  be  sure,  I  would  not  change  my  own  dancing  leaping 
waves  for  this  clear  blue  looking-glaiss  of  a  lake,  or  even  those 
white  peaks.  I  want  you  to  make  friends  with  those  waves. 
Amy.  But  it  is  a  more  real  matter  to  make  friends  with  Philip, 
the  one  wish  of  my  life.  Not  that  I  exactly  expect  to  clear 
matters  up,  but  if  some  move  is  not  made  now,  when  it  may,  we 
shall  stand  aloof  for  life,  and  there  will  be  the  feud  where  it  was 
before.' 

'  It  is  quite  right,'  said  Amy ;  '  I  daresay  that,  meeting  so  fiu: 
from  home,  he  will  be  glad  to  see  us,  and  to  hear  the  HoUywell 
news.  I  little  thought  last  autumn  where  I  should  meet  him 
again.' 

On  the  second  evening  from  that  time,  Philip  Morville  was 
walking,  hot  and  dusty,  between  the  high  stone  walls  bordering 
the  road,  and  shutting  out  the  beautiful  view  of  the  lake,  at  the 
entrance  of  Bellagio,  meditating  on  the  note  he  had  received 
from  Guy,  and  intending  to  be  magnanimous,  and  overlook  former 
offences  for  Amabel's  sake.  He  would  show  that  he  considered 
the  marriage  to  have  cleared  off  old  scores,  and  that  as  long  as 
she  was  happy,  poor  little  thing,  her  husband  should  be  borne 
with,  though  not  to  the  extent  of  the  spoiling  the  Edmonstones 
gave  him. 

Thus  reflecting,  he  entered  the  town,  and  walked  on  in  search 
of  the  hotel.  He  presently  found  himself  on  a  terrace,  looking 
out  on  the  deep  blue  lake,  there  divided  by  the  promontory  of 
Bellagio,  into  two  branches,  the  magnificent  mountain  forms 
rising  opposite  to  him.  A  little  boat  was  crossing,  and  as  it 
neared  the  landing-place,  he  saw  that  it  contained  a  gentleman 
and  lady,  English — ^probably  his  cousins  themselves.  They 
looked  up,  and  in  another  moment  had  waved  their  recognition. 
Gestures  and  faces  were  strangely  familiar,  like  a  bit  of  HoUywell 
transplanted  into  that  Italian  scene.  He  hastened  to  the  landing- 
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place,  and  was  met  by  a  hearty  greeting  firom  Guj,  who  seemed 
full  of  eagerness  to  claim  their  closer  relationship,  and  ready  to 
be  congratulated* 

'  How  d'ye  do,  Philip  ?  I  am  glad  we  have  caught  you  at 
last.    Here  she  is.* 

If  he  had  wished  to  annoy  Philip,  he  could  hardly  have  done 
so  more  effectually  than  by  behaving  as  if  nothing  was  amiss, 
and  disconcerting  his  preparations  for  a  reconciliation.  But  the 
captain's  ordinary  manner  was  calculated  to  cover  all  such  feel- 
ings ;  and  as  he  shook  hands,  he  felt  much  kindness  for  Amabel, 
as  an  unconscious  victim,  whose  very  smiles  were  melancholy, 
and  pleniy  of  them  there  were,  for  she  rejoiced  sincerely  in  the 
meetmg,  as  Guy  was  pleased,  and  a  home  face  was  a  welcome 
sight. 

'  I  have  your  letters  in  my  knapsack ;  I  will  unpack  them  as 
soon  as  we  get  to  the  hotel.  I  thought  it  safer  not  to  send  them 
in  search  of  you  again,  as  we  were  to  meet  so  soon.' 

'  Certainly.    Are  there  many  P' 

*  One  for  each  of  you,  both  from  Hollywell.  I  was  very  sorry 
to  have  engrossed  them ;  but  not  knowing  you  were  so  near,  I 
only  gave  my  surname.' 

'  It  was  lucky  for  us,'  said  Guy, '  otherwise  we  could  not  have 
traced  you.  We  saw  your  name  at  Altdorf,  and  have  been  trying 
to  come  up  with  you  ever  since.' 

'  I  am  glad  we  have  met.  What  accounts  have  you  from 
home  ?' 

'  Excellent,'  said  Amy ;  '  CharHe  is  uncommonly  well,  he  has 
been  out  of  doors  a  great  deal,  and  has  even  dined  out  several 
times.' 

^  I  am  very  glad.' 

'You  know  he  has  been  improving  ever  since  his  great 
illness.' 

'  You  would  be  surprised  to  see  how  much  better  he  moves,* 
said  Guy ;  '  he  helps  himself  so  much  more.' 

'  Can  he  set  his  foot  to  the  ground  ?' 

*  No,'  said  Amy, '  there  is  no  hope  of  that ;  but  he  is  more 
active,  because  his  general  health  is  improved ;  he  can  sleep  and 
eat  more.' 

'  I  always  thought  exertion  would  do  more  for  him  than  any- 
thing else.' 

Amabel  was  vexed,  for  she  thought  exertion  depended  more  on 
health,  than  health  on  exertion;  besides,  she  thought  Philip 
ought  to  take  some  blame  to  himself  for  the  disaster  on  the 
stairs.  She  made  no  answer,  and  Guy  asked  what  Philip  had 
been  doing  to-day. 
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'  Walldng  over  the  hills  from  Como.  Do  jou  always  travel 
in  this  fashion,  impedimentis  relicHs  V 

*Not  exactly,'  said  Guy;  *the  impedimenta  are,  some  at 
Yarenna,  some  at  the  inn  with  Arnaad.' 

*  So  you  have  Amaud  with  yon  ?' 

*  Yes,  and  Anne  Trower,'  said  Amy,  for  her  maid  was  a  Style- 
hurst  person,  who  had  lived  at  HoUywell  ever  since  she  had  heen 
fit  for  service.  '  She  was  greatly  pleased  to  hear  we  were  going* 
to  meet  the  captain.' 

*  We  amuse  ourselves  with  thinking  how  she  gets  on  with 
Amaud,'  said  Gny.  'Their  introduction  took  place  only  two 
days  hefore  we  were  married,  since  which,  they  have  had  one 
continued  tite-u-tSte,  which  must  have  heen  droll  at  first.' 

*  More  so  at  last,'  said  Amy.  *  At  first  Anne  thought  Mr. 
Amaud  so  fine  a  gentleman,  that  she  hardly  dared  to  speak  to 
him.  I  helieve  nothing  awed  her  so  much  as  his  extreme  courtesy; 
hut  lately  he  has  heen  quite  fatherly  to  her,  and  took  her  to  dine 
at  his  sister's  chalet,  where  I  would  have  given  something  to  see 
her.  She  tells  me  he  wants  her  to  admire  the  country,  hut  she 
does  not  like  the  snow,  and  misses  our  heautifnl  clover-fields  very- 
much.' 

'  Stylehurst  ought  to  have  heen  hetter  training  for  mountains,' 
said  Philip. 

They  were  fast  losing  the  stiffiiess  of  first  meeting.  Philip 
could  not  hut  acknowledge  to  himself  that  Amy  was  looking 
very  well,  and  so  happy  that  Gny  must  he  fulfilling  the  condition 
on  which  he  was  to  he  home  with.  However,  these  were  early 
days,  and  of  course  Gny  must  he  kind  to  her  at  least  in  the 
honeymoon,  hefore  the  wear  and  tear  of  life  hegan.  They  hoth 
looked  so  young,  that  having  advised  them  to  wait  four  years,  he 
was  ready  to  charge  them  with  youthfulness,  if  not  as  a  fault,  at 
least  as  a  folly ;  indeed^  the  state  of  his  own  affairs  made  him 
inclined  to  thmk  it  a  foihle,  almost  a  want  of  patience,  in  any  one 
to  marry  hefore  thirty.  It  was  a  conflict  of  feeling.  Guy  was 
so  cordial  and  good-humoured,  that  he  could  not  help  being 
almost  gained ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  had  always  thought 
Guy's  manners  eminently  agreeable;  and  as  happiness  always 
made  people  good-humoured,  this  was  no  reason  for  relying  on 
him.  Besides,  the  present  ease  and  openness  of  manner  might 
only  result  from  security. 

Other  circumstances  combined,  more  than  the  captain  imagined, 
in  what  is  popularly  called  putting  him  out.  He  had  ^ways 
been  hitherto  on  equal  terms  with  Guy ;  indeed,  had  rather  th^ 
superiority  at  Holly  well,  from  his  age  and  assumption  of  character. 
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"but  here  Sir  Qnj  was  somebody,  the  ci^tam  nobody,  and  even . 
the  advantage  of  age  was  lost,  now  that  Ghiy  was  married  and 
head  of  a  family,  while  Philip  was  a  stray  young  man  and  his  guest. 
Far  above  such  considerations  as  he  thought  himself,  and  deeming 
them  only  the  tokens  of  the  mammon  worship  of  the  time,  Philip, 
nevertheless,  did  not  like  to  be  secondary  to  one  to  whom  he  had 
always  been  preferred;  and  this,  and  perhaps  the  being  half 
ashamed  of  it,  made  him  something  more  approaching  to  cross 
than  ever  before ;  but  now  and  then,  the  persevering  amiability 
of  both  would  soften  him,  and  restore  him  to  his  most  gracious 
mood. 

He  gave  them  their  letters  when  they  reached  the  inn,  feeling 
as  if  he  had  a  better  right  than  they,  to  one  which  was  in  Laura's 
writing,  and  when  left  in  soHtary  possession  of  the  sitting-room — 
a  very  pleasant  one,  with  windows  opening  on  the  terrace  just 
above  the  water — spaced  up  and  down,  chafing  at  his  own  per^ 
plexity  of  feeling. 

Presently  they  came  back ;  Quy  sat  down  to  continue  their 
joint  journal-like  letter  to  Charles,  while  Amabel  made  an  orderly 
arrangement  of  their  properties,  making  the  most  of  their  few 
books,  and  taking  out  her  work  as  if  she  had  been  at  home. 
Philip  looked  at  uie  books. 

'  Have  you  a  Ohilde  Harold  here  F'  sud  he.  '  I  want  to  look 
at  something  in  it.' 

*  No,  we  have  not.' 

'  Guy,  you  never  forget  poetry ;  I  dare  say  you  can  help  me 
out  with  those  stanzas  about  the  mists  in  the  valley.' 

*  i  have  never  read  it,'  said  Guy.  *  Don't  you  remember 
warning  me  against  Byron  ?' 

'  You  did  not  think  that  was  for  life !  Besides,'  he  continued, 
feeling  this  reply  inconsistent  with  his  contempt  for  Guy's  youth, 
'  that  applied  to  his  perversions  of  human  passions,  not  to  his 
descriptions  of  scenery.' 

'  I  think,'  said  Guy,  looking  up  from  his  letter,  *  I  should  be 
more  unwiUing  to  take. a  man  like  that  to  interpret  nature  than 
anything  else,  except  Scripture.  It  is  more  profane  to  attempt  it.' 

'  I  see  what  you  mean,'  said  Amabel,  thoughtfully. 

*  More  than  I  do,'  said  Philip.  *  I  never  supposed  you  would 
take  my  advice  au  pied  de  ta  lettre^  he  had  almost  added, 
*  perversely.' 

'  I  have  felt  my  obligations  for  that  caution  ever  since  I  have 
come  to  some  knowledge  of  what  Byron  was,'  said  Guy. 

'  The  fascination  of  &  Oiaaur  heroes  has  an  evil  influence  on 
some  minds,'  said  Philip.  '  I  think  you  do  well  to  avoid  it.   The 
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half  truth,  resulting  from  its  being  the  effect  of  fldf-contemphdian, 
makes  it  more  dangerous.' 

'  True/  said  duy,  though  he  little  knew  how  mnch  he  owed  to 
haying  attended  to  that  cair^on ;  for  who  could  have  told  where 
the  masteiy  might  hare  been  in  the  penod  of  feaifbl  conflict  with 
his  pasnons,  if  he  had  been  feeding  his  imagination  with  the  con- 
templation of  revenge,  dark  hatred,  and  malice,  and  identifying 
himself  with  Byron's  brooding  and  lowering  heroes  F 

'  But,'  contmned  Philip,  *  I  cumot  see  why  you  should  shnn 
the  fine  descriptions  which  are  almost  clasBical — the  Bridge  of 
Sighs,  the  Gladiator.' 

'  He  may  describe  the  gladiator  as  mnch  as  he  pleases,'  said 
Quy ;  *'  indeed  there  is  something  noble  in  that  indignant  line— 

Botcfaered  to  make  a  Bomiii  hdidjiy ; 

bat  that  is  not  like  his  meddling  with  these  mountains  or  the 

sea.' 

^  Fine  description  is  the  point  in  both.  Tou  are  oyer- 
drawing.' 

'  My  notion  is  this,'  said  Guy, — *"  there  is  danger  in  listening 
to  a  man  who  is  sure  to  misunderstand  the  voice  of  nature, — 
danger,  lest  by  filling  our  ears  with  the  wrong  voice  we  should 
close  them  to  the  true  one,  I  should  think  tnere  was  a  great 
chance  of  being  led  to  stop  short  at  the  material  beauty,  or  worse, 
to  link  human  passions  with  the  glories  of  nature,  and  so  distort, 
defile,  profane  them.' 

'  You  have  never  read  the  poem,  so  you  cannot  judge,'  said 
Philip,  thinking  this  extremely  fiuidful  and  ultra-fartidious. 
'  Your  rule  would  exclude  all  descriptive  poetiy,  unless  it  waa 
written  by  angels,  I  suppose  P' 

'  No ;  b^  men  with  minds  in  the  right  direction.' 

'  Very  httle  you  would  leave  us.' 

'  I  don't  think  so,'  said  Amabel.  'Almost  all  the  poetry  we 
really  care  about  was  written  by  such  men.' 

'  Shakspeare,  for  instance  V 

*■  No  one  can  doubt  of  the  bent  of  his  mind  from  the  whole 
strain  of  his  writings,'  said  Guy.  '  So  again  with  Spenser ;  and 
as  to  Milton,  though  his  religion  was  not  quite  the  right  sort,  no 
one  can  pretend  to  say  he  had  it  not.    Wordsworth,  Scott ^ 

*  Scott  ?;  said  Philip. 

'  Including  the  descriptions  of  scenery  in  his  novels,'  said  Amy, 
*  where,  I  am  sure,  there  is  the  spirit  and  the  beauty.' 

'  Or  rather,  the  spirit  is  the  beuity,'  said  Guy. 

'  There  is  a  good  deal  in  what  you  say,'  answered  Philip,  who 
would  not  lay  himself  open  to  the  accusation  of  being  uncandid; 
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'  but  you  will  forgive  me  for  thinking  it  rather  too  deep  an  ex- 
planation of  the  grounds  of  not  Tnnlring  Childe  Sarold  a  hand-* 
book  for  Italy,  like  other  people.' 

Amabel  thought  this  so  doeged  and  provokinff,  that  she  was 
out  of  patience ;  but  Guy  omy  laughed,  and  said,  ^  Bather  so, 
considenng  that  the  fact  was  that  we  never  thought  of  it.' 

There  were  times  when,  as  Philip  had  once  said,  good  temper 
annoyed  him  more  than  anything,  and  perhaps  he  was  uncon-» 
sdously  disappointed  at  having  lod*  his  old  power  of  fretting  and 
irritating  Guv,  and  watching  him  champ  the  bit,  so  as  to  justify 
his  own  opimon  of  him.  Every  proceeding  of  his  cousins  seemed 
to  ffive  him  annoyance,  more  especially  their  being  at  home  to- 
gether, and  Guy's  seeming  to  belong  more  to  HoUywell  than 
himself.  He  sat  by,  with  a  book,  and  watched  them,  as  Guy 
asked  for  Laura's  letter,  and  Amy  came  to  look  over  his  half- 
finished  answer,  laughing  over  it,  and  giving  her  commands  and 
messages,  looking  so  full  of  playfulness  and  happiness,  as  she 
stood  with  one  hand  on  the  back  of  her  husband's  chair,  and  the 
other  holding  the  letter,  and  Gu^  watching  her  amused  face,  and 
answering  her  remarks  with  hvely  woids  and  bright  smiles* 
'People  who  looked  no  deeper  than  the  surface  would  say,  what 
a  weU-matched  pair,'  thought  Philip ;  '  and  no  doubt  they  were 
very  happy,  poor  voung  things,  if  it  would  but  last.'  Here  Guy 
turned,  and  asked  him  a  question  about  the  line  of  perpetual 
snow,  so  much  in  his  own  style,  that  he  was  almost  readj  to  accuse 
them  of  laoghinff  at  him.  Next  came  what  hurt  him  most  of 
all,  as  they  bilked  over  Charles's  letter,  and  a  few  words  passed 
about  Laura,  and  the  admiration  of  some  person  she  had  met  at 
Allonby.  The  whole  world  was  welcome  to  admire  her :  nothing 
could  injure  his  hold  on  her  heart ;  and  no  joke  of  Charles  could 
shake  his  confidence :  but  it  was  hard  that  he  should  be  forced 
to  hear  such  things,  and  ask  no  questions,  for  they  evidently 
thought  him  occupied'with  his  book,  and  did  not  intend  him  to 
listen.  The  next  thing  they  said,  however,  obliged  him  to  show 
that  he  was  attending,  for  it  was  about  her  being  better. 

'  Who  ?  Laura !'  he  said,  in  a  tone  that,  in  spite  of  himself^ 
had  a  startled  sound.    '  You  did  not  say  she  had  been  ill  V 

'  No,  she  has  not,'  said  Amy.  '  Dr.  Mayeme  said  there  was 
nothing  really  the  matter ;  but  she  has  been  worried  and  out  of 
spirits  lately ;  and  mamma  thought  it  would  be  good  for  her  to 
go  out  more.' 

Philip  would  not  let  himself  sigh,  in  spite  of  the  oppressing 
consciousness  of  having  brought  the  cloud  over  her,  and  of  his 
own  inability  to  do  aught  but  leave  her  to  endure  it  in  silence 
and  patience.    Alas !  for  how  long  ?    Obliged,  meanwhile,  to  see 

▲  ▲ 
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these  young  creatures,  placed,  by  the  mere  factitious  circuinatance 
of  wealth,  in  posseasion  of  happiness  which  they  had  not  had  time 
either  to  earn  or  to  appreciate.  He  thought  it  shallow,  because 
of  their  mirth  and  gaiety,  as  if  they  were  only  seeking  food  for 
laughter,  finding  it  in  mistakes,  for  which  he  was  ready  to  despise 
them. 

Amaud  had  brought  rather  antiquated  notions  to  the  renewal 
of  his  office  as  acourier:  his  mind  had  hardly  opened  to  railroads 
and  steamers,  and  changes  had  come  over  hotels  sinoe  his  time. 
Quy  and  Amabel,  both  young  and  healthy,  caring  little  about 
bad  dinners,  and  unwilling  to  tease  the  old  man  by  oomplaintSy 
or  alterations  of  his  arrangements,  had  troubled  themselves  little 
about  the  matter ;  took  things  as  they  found  them,  ate  dry  bread 
when  the  cookery  was  bad,  walked  if  the  road  was  ' shocking;* 
went  away  the  sooner,  if  the  urns  were  '  intolerable ;'  made  merry 
over  every  inconvenience,  and  turned  it  into  an  excellent  stoxy 
for  Charles.  They  did  not  even  distress  themselves  about  sighto 
which  they  had  missed  seeing. 

Philip  thought  all  this  very  foolish  and  absurd,  showing  that 
they  were  unfit  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  that  Guy  was 
neglectful  of  his  wife's  comforts :  in  short,  establishing  his  original 
opinion  of  their  youth  and  folly. 

So  passed  the  first  evening ;  perhaps  the  worse  because,  besides 
what  he  had  heard  about  Laura^  he  had  been  somewhat  ove3> 
fatigued  by  various  hot  days'  walks. 

Certain  it  is,  that  next  morning  he  was  not  nearly  so  much 
inclined  to  be  displeased  with  tnem  for  laughing,  when,  in 
speaking  to  Anne,  he  inadvertently  called  her  mistress  Miss 
Amabel. 

'Never  mind,'  said  Amy,  as  Anne  departed — and  he  looked 
disconcerted,  as  a  precise  man  always  does  when  catching  himself 
in  a  mistake — '  Anne  is  used  to  it ;  Guy  is  always  doing  it,  and 
puzzles  poor  Amaud  sorely  by  sending  him  for  Miss  Amabel's 
parasol.' 

'  And  the  other  day,'  said  Quy,  *  when  Thomdale's  brother,  at 
Munich,  inquired  afber  Lady  Morville,  I  had  to  consider  who  she 
was.' 

*  Oh  I  you  saw  Thomdale's  brother,  did  you  ?' 

'  Yes ;  he  was  very  obligmg.  Guy  had  to  go  to  him  about 
our  passports:  and  when  he  found  who  we  were,  he  brought  his 
wife  to  call  on  us,  and  asked  us  to  an  evening  party.' 

'Did  you  go  P' 

'  Guy  thought  we  must,  and  it  was  very  entertaining.  We 
had  a  curious  adventure  there.  In  the  morning,  we  had  been 
lookiiig  at  those  beautiful  windows  of  the  great  church,  when  I 
turned  round,  and  saw  a  gentleman — an  Englishman — gazing 
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"with  all  his  might  at  €hiy.  We  met  again  in  the  evening,  and 
presently  Mr.  Thomdale  came  and  told  us  it  was  Mr.  Shene.' 

'  Shene,  the  painter  ?' 

'  Yes.  He  had  heen  very  much  stnick  with  Gkiy's  face :  it 
was  exactly  what  he  wanted  for  a  picture  he  was  about,  and  he 
wish^  of  all  things  just  to  be  allowed  to  make  a  sketch.' 

*  Did  you  submit  ?' 

'  Yes/  said  €Kiy ;  '  and  we  were  rewarded.  I  never  saw  a  more 
agreeable  person,  or  one  who  gave  so  entirely  the  impression  of 
genius.  The  next  day  he  took  us  through  the  gallery,  and 
showed  us  all  that  was  worth  admiring.' 

'  And  in  what  character  is  he  to  miJce  you  appear  ?' 

'  That  is  the  strange  part  of  it,*  said  Amabel.  ^  Don't  you 
remember  how  Guy  once  puzzled  us  hj  choosing  Sir  Galahad  for 
his  fsAYOUxite  hero  ?  It  is  that  very  Sir  Galahad,  when  he  kneels 
to  adore  the  Saint  Greal.' 

Mr.  Shene  said  he  had  long  been  dreaming  over  it,  and  at 
last,  as  he  saw  Guy's  face  looking  upwards,  it  struck  him  that  it 
was  just  what  he  wanted :  it  would  be  worth  anything  to  him 
to  catch  the  expression.' 

'  I  wonder  what  I  was  looking  like  V  ejaculated  Guy. 

'  Did  he  take  you  as  yourself,  or  as  Sir  Gkdahad  ?' 

*  As  myself,  happily.* 

*  How  did  he  succeed  ?' 

'Amy  likes  it;  but  decidedly  I  should  never  have  known 
myself.' 

*  Ah,'  said  his  wife — 

'  Could  some  fay  the  giflae  gie  us, 
To  see  ounelyei  u  othen  fee  tu.' 

'  As  far  as  the  sun-burnt  visage  is  concerned,  the  glass  does 
that  every  morning.' 

'  Yes ;  but  you  don't  look  at  yourself  exactly  as  you  do  at  a 
painted  window,'  said  Amy,  in  her  demure  way. 

*  I  cannot  thiiik  how  you  found  time  for  sitting,'  said  Philip. 
'0,  it  is  quite  a  little  thing,  a  mere  sketch,  done  in  two 

evenings  and  half  an  hour  in  the  morning.  He  promises  it  \o 
me  when  he  has  done  with  Sir  Gralahad,'  said  Amy. 

'  Two— three  evenings.  You  must  have  been  a  long  time  at 
Munich.' 

*  A  fortmght,'  said  Guy;  *  there  is  a  great  deal  to  see  there.* 
Philip  did  not  quite  understand  this,  nor  did  he  think  it  veiy 

satisfactory  that  they  should  thus  have  lingered  in  a  gay  town, 
but  he  meant  to  make  the  best  of  them  to-day,  and  returned  to 
his  usual  fashion  of  patronizing  and  laying  down  the  law.  They 
were  so  used  to  this  that  they  did  not  care  about  it;  indee^ 

aa2 
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they  had  reckoned  on  it  as  the  most  amiable  conduct  to  be 
expected  on  his  part. 

The  day  was  chiefly  spent  in  an  exclusion  on  the  lake,  landing 
at  the  most  beaatiful  spots,  walking  a  little  way  and  admiring, 
or  while  in  the  boat,  smoothly  moving  over  the  deep  blue  waters, 
gaining  lovely  views  of  the  banks,  and  talking  over  the  book 
with  which  tiieir  acquaintance  had  begun,  I  Prometsi  S^Mm, 
Never  did  tourists  spend  a  more  serene  and  pleasant  day. 

On  comparing  notes  as  to  their  plans,  it  appeared  that  each 
party  had  about  a  week  or  ten  days  to  spare ;  the  captain  before 
he  must  embark  for  Corfu,  and  Sir  Guy  and  Lady  Morville 
before  the  time  they  had  fixed  for  returning  home.  Guy^  pro- 
posed to  go  together  somewhere,  spare  the  post-office  farther 
blunders,  and  get  the  Signer  Capitimo  to  be  their  interpreter. 
Philip  thought  it  would  be  an  excellent  thing  for  his  young 
cousins  for  him  to  take  charge  of  them,  and  show  them  how 
people  ought  to  travel ;  so  out  came  his  little  pocket  map,  marked 
with  his  route,  before  he  left  Ireland,  whereas  they  seemed  to 
have  no  fixed  object,  but  to  be  always  going  '  somewhere.'  It 
appeared  that  they  had  thought  of  Yenice,  but  were  easily- 
diverted  finom  it  by  his  design  of  coasting  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
Lago  di  Como,  and  so  across  the  Stelvio  into  the  Tyrol,  all  toge- 
ther as  far  as  Botzen,  whence  Philip  would  turn  southward  by 
the  motmtain  paths,  while  they  would  proceed  to  Lmspruck  on 
their  return  home.  ' 

Amabel  was  especially  pleased  to  stay  a  little  longer  on  the 
banks  of  the  lake,  and  to  trace  out  more  of  Lucia's  haunts ;  and 
if  she  secretly  thought  it  would  have  been  pleasanter  without  a 
third  person,  she  was  gratified  to  see  how  much  Guy's  manner 
had  softened  Philip's  injustice  and  distrust,  making  everything  so 
smooth  and  satisfactory,  that  at  the  end  of  the  day,  she  told  her 
husband  that  she  thought  his  experiment  had  not  failed. 

She  was  making  the  breakfast  the  next  morning,  when  the 
captain  came  into  the  room,  and  she  told  him  Guy  was  gone  to 
settle  their  plans  with  Amaud.  After  lingering  a  little  by  the 
window,  Phuip  tumed,  and  with  more  abruptness  than  was  usual 
with  him,  sitdd — 

'  You  don't  think  there  is  any  cause  of  anxiety  about  Laura  ?' 

'  No ;  certainly  not !'  said  Amy,  surprised.  '  She  has  not  been 
looking  well  lately,  but  Dr.  Mayeme  says  it  is  nothing,  and  you 
know' — she  blushed  and  looked  down — '  there  were  many  things 
to  make  this  a  trying  time.' 

'  Is  she  quite  strong  ?    Can  she  do  as  much  as  usual  P' 

'  She  does  more  than  ever :  mamma  is  only  afraid  of  her  over- 
working herself,  but  she  never  allows  that  she  is  tired.  She  goes 
to  school  three  days  in  the  week^  besides  walking  to  East-hiU  on 
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Thursday,  to  help  in  the  sixigmg;  and  she  is  getting  dreadfully 
learned.  Ghiy  gave  her  his  old  mathematical  hooks,  and  Charlie 
always  calls  her  Miss  Parahola.' 

Philip  was  silent,  knowing  too  well  why  she  sought  to  stifle 
care  in  employment ;  and  feeling  embittered  against  the  whole 
world,  against  her  father,  against  his  own  circumstances,  against 
the  happiness  of  others ;  nay,  perhaps,  against  the  Providence 
which  had  made  him  what  he  was. 

Presently  Ghiy  came  in,  and  the  first  thing  he  said  was,  ^  I  am 
afraid  we  must  give  up  our  plan.' 

^  How  P*  exclaimed  both  Philip  and  Amy. 

*  I  have  just  heard  that  there  is  a  fever  at  Sondrio,  and  all  that 
neighbourhood,  and  every  one  says  it  would  be  yeay  foolish  to 
expose  ourselves  to  it.' 

'  What  shall  we  do  instead  P'  said  Amy. 

*  I  told  Amaud  we  would  let  him  know  in  an  hour's  time ;  I 
thought  of  Venice.' 

*  Venice,  oh,  yes,  delightful.' 

*  What  do  you  say,  Philip  ?'  said  Guy. 

'  I  say  that  I  cannot  see  an^  occasion  for  oiur  being  frightened 
out  of  our  original  detenmnation.  If  a  fever  prevails  among  the 
half-starved  peasantry,  it  need  not  affect  well-rod  healthy  persons, 
merely  passing  through  the  country.' 

'  You  see  we  could  hardlv  manage  without  sleeping  there,'  said 
Guy :  '  we  must  sleep  either  at  Colico,  or  at  Ma^nna.  Now 
CoHco,  they  say,  is  a  most  unhealthy  place  at  this  time  of  year, 
and  Madonna  is  the  very  heart  of  the  fever — Sondrio  not  much 
better.  I  don't  see  how  it  is  to  be  safely  done ;  and  though  very 
likely  we  might  not  catch  the  fever,  I  don't  see  any  use  in  trying.' 

'  That  is  making  yourself  a  slave  to  the  fear  of  infection.' 

<  I  don't  know  what  purpose  would  be  answered  by  running 
the  risk,'  said  Guy. 

'  If  youchoose  to  give  it  sodignified  a  name  as  a  risk,'  saidPhilip, 

'  I  don't,  then,'  said  Guy,  smiling.  '  I  should  not  care  if  there 
was  any  reason  for  goin^  there ;  but,  as  there  is  not,  I  shall  fiEkce 
Mr.  Edmonstone  better  if  I  don't  run  Amy  into  any  more  chances 
of  mischief.' 

'  Is  Amy  grateful  for  the  care,' said  Philip,  'after  all  her  wishes 
for  the  eastern  bank  p' 

*Amy  is  a  cood  wife,'  said  Guy.  *For  Venice,  then.  I'll 
ring  for  Amaud,    You  will  come  with  us,  wont  you,  Philip  p' 

'  No,  I  thank  you ;  I  always  intended  to  see  the  Valtelline, 
and  an  epidemic  among  the  peasantry  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be 
sufficient  to  deter.' 

*  0  Philip,  you  surely  will  not  P'  said  Amy* 
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'Mj  mmd  is  made  up.  Amy,  tlumk  jou.' 

'  I  wkh  joa  would  be  penoaded,'  said  Gny.  '  I  shoidd  like 
paridcularly  to  have  yon  to  lionize  ns  there ;  and  I  don't  fimcj 
voQT  nnuuniT  mto  dancer. 

The  aigument  ksted  long.  Fhifip  by  no  means  approved  of 
Venice,  especially  after  the  long  loitering  at  Munich,  thinking 
that  in  both  places  there  was  danger  of  Gny's  being  led  inta 
mischief  by  hu  musical  connexions.  Therefore  he  did  his  best, 
far  Amabel's  sake,  to  turn  them  from  their  purpose,  persuaded 
in  his  own  mind  that  the  fever  was  a  mere  bugbear,  raised  up 
by  Amand;  and,  pefhaps,  in  his  full  health  and  strength, 
ahnost  reguding  illneBS  itrolf  as  a  fmble,  far  more  the  dread  of 
it.  He  argued,  tfaerefoie,  in  his  most  provoking  strain,  becoming 
more  vexatious  as  the  former  annoyance  was  revived  at  finding 
the  impossibility  of  making  Guy  swerve  from  his  purpose,  while 
additicaial  mists  of  suspicion  srose  before  him,  making  him  ima- 
gine that  the  whole  objection  was  caused  by  Guy's  dislike  to 
submit  to  him,  and  a  fit  of  impatience  of  which  Amy  was  the 
victim ;  nay,  that  his  cousin  wanted  to  escape  firom  his  surveil- 
lance, and  follow  the  bent  of  his  inclinations ;  and  the  whole  heap 
of  pr^udices  and  half-refited  accusations  resumed  their  fuU 
ascendancy.  Never  had  his  manner  been  more  vexatious,  though 
without  departing  from  the  coolness  which  always  characterised 
it ;  but  all  the  time,  Guy,  while  firm  and  unmoved  in  purpose, 
kept  his  temper  perfectly,  and  apparently  without  effort.  Even 
Amabel  glowed  with  indignation,  at  the  assumption  with  which 
he  was  saving  to  put  her  husband  down,  though  she  rgoiced  to 
see  its  entire  failure :  for  some  sensible  argument,  or  some  gay, 
lively,  good-humoured  reply,  was  the  utmost  he  could  eHdt* 
Guy  did  not  seem  to  be  m  the  least  irritated  or  ruffled  by  the 
very  behaviour  which  used  to  cause  him  so  many  struggles* 
Having  once  seriously  said  that  he  did  not  think  it  right  to  run 
into  danger,  without  adequate  cause,  he  held  his  position  with  so 
much  ease,  that  he  could  afford  to  be  playful,  and  laugh  at  his 
own  dread  of  infection,  his  changeableness,  and  credidity.  Never 
had  temper  been  more  entirely  subdued ;  for  surely  if  he  could 
bear  this,  he  need  never  fear  himself  again. 

So  passed  the  hour ;  and  AmabeV  was  heartily  glad  when  the 
debate  was  closed  by  Amaud's  coming  for  orders.  Guy  went 
with  him ;  Amabel  began  to  collect  her  goods;  and  Philip,  afler 
a  few  moments'  reflection,  spoke  in  the  half-compassionate,  half* 
patronizing  manner  with  which  he  used,  now  and  then,  to  let  fall 
a  few  crumbs  of  coun9el  or  commendation  for  nlly  little  Amy. 

*  Well,  Amy,  you  yielded  very  amiably,  and  that  is  the  only 
way.    You  will  always  find  it  best  to  submit.' 
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He  got  no  further  in  bis  intended  warning  against  the  diasipa* 
tions  of  Venice,  for  her  eyes  were  fixed  on  him  at  first  with  a  look 
of  extreme  wonder.  Then  her  fiuM  assumed  an  expression  of 
digniiy,  and  gently,  but  gravely,  she  said,  *  I  think  you  forget 
to  whom  yon  are  apeaking.' 

The  gentlemanluce  instinct  made  him  reply,  *  I  beg  yonr  par^ 
don' — and  there  he  stopped,  as  muoh  taken  by  surprise  as  if  a  dove 
had  flown  in  his  fiice.  He  actually  was  confused ;  for  in  very 
truth  he  had,  afber  a  fashion,  forgotten  that  she  was  Lady  Mor-* 
villa,  not  the  cousin  Amy  with  whom  Guy's  character  might  be 
fieely  discussed.  He  had  often  presumed  as  far  with  his  aunt| 
but  she,  though  always  turning  the  conversation,  had  never  given 
him  a  rebuff.  Amabel  had  not  done ;  and  in  her  soft  voice,  ^rmly, 
though  not  angrily,  she  spoke  on.  ^  One  thing  I  wish  to  say, 
because  we  shall  never  speak  on  this  subject  again,  and  I  was 
always  afraid  of  you  before.  Yon  have  always  misuncterstood 
him ;  I  might  almost  say,  chosen  to  misundentand  him.  You 
have  tried  his  temper  more  than  any  one,  and  never  appreciated 
the  struggles  that  have  subdued  it.  It  is  not  because  I  am  his 
wife  that  I  say  this — indeed  I  am  not  sure  it  becomes  me  to 
sacy  it;  yet  I  cannot  bear  that  you  should  not  be  told  of  it, 
becaose  you  think  he  aets  out  of  enmity,  to  you.  You  little 
know  how  your  finendship  has  been  his  first  desire— how  he 
has  striven  for  it — ^how,  after  all  you  have  dona  and  written, 
he  defended  you  with  all  his  might  when  those  at  home  were 
angry — ^how  he  sought  you  out  on  purpose  to  try  to  be  real  cordial 
friffiids.* 

Philip's  £m»  had  grown  rigid,  and  chiefly  at  the  words,  ^  those 
at  home  were  angry.'  '  It  is  not  I  that  prevent  tiiat  friendship^' 
saidhe:  'it  is  his  own  want  of  openness.    Myopinion  hasnever 


7o ;  I  know  it  has  never  changed,*  said  Amv,  in  a  tone  of 
sorrowful  diroleasure.  '  Whenever  it  does,  you  will  be  sony  you 
have  judged  him  so  harshly.' 

She  left  the  room,  and  rhilip  held  her  in  higher  esteem.  He 
saw  there  was  spirit  and  substance  beneath  that  soft  girlish 
exterior,  and  hoped  she  would  better  be  able  to  endure  the 
troubles  which  her.precipitate  maniage  was  likdy  to  cause  her ; 
bat  as  to  her  husband,  his  combined  fickleness  and  obstinacy  had 
only  become  more  apparent  than  evecw^ckleness  in  forsaking 
his  purpose,  obstinacy  in  adherence  to  his  own  wilL 

IHspleased  and  contemptuous,  Philip  was  not  softened  by  Ghiy's 
freedom  and  openness  of  manner  and  desire  to  help  him  as  far  as 
their  roads  lay  together.  He  was  gracious  only  to  Lady  Mor« 
ville,  whom  he  treated  with  kindness,  intended  to  show  that  he 
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was  pleased  with  her  for  a  reproof  which  hecame  her  positioii 
weD,  though  it  could  not  hurt  him.  Perhaps  she  thought  this 
amiability  especially  insufferable:  for  when  she  azrived  at  Yaremia 
her  chief  thought  was  that  here  they  should  be  free  of  him. 

'Come,  Philip,'  said  Gny,  at  that  last  moment,  'I  wish  you 
would  think  better  of  it  after  all,  and  come  with  us  to  Milan*' 

'  Thank  you,  my  mind  is  made  up.' 

*  Well,  mind  you  don't  catch  the  ferer:  for  I  don't  want  the 
trouble  of  nursing  you.' 

'  Thank  you ;  I  hope  to  requiro  no  such  services  of  my  fiiends,^ 
aaid  Philip,  with  a  proud  stem  air,  implying, '  I  don't  want  you.* 

*  Good  bye,  then,'  said  duy.  Then  remembering  his  promise 
to  Laura,  he  added,  *  I  wisli  we  could  have  seen  more  of  you* 
They  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  you  at  HoUywelL  Ton  have  had 
one  warm  friend  there  all  along.' 

He  was  touched  for  a  moment  by  this  kind  speech,  and  his 
tone  was  less  grave  and  dignified.  '  Bemember  me  to  them  when 
you  write,'  he  answered, '  and  tell  Laura  she  must  not  wear  her* 
aelf  out  with  her  studies.  Good  bye,  Amy ;  I  hope  you  will  have 
a  pleasant  journey.' 

The  faroweUs  wero  exchanged  and  the  carriage  drove  off« 
*  Poor  little  Amy !'  ^aid  Philip  to  himself,  ^how  she  is  improved. 
He  has  a  sweet  little  wife  in  her.  The  £&tes  have  conspired  to 
crown  him  with  all  man  can  desiro,  and  little  marvel  if  he  should 
abuse  his  advantages.  Poor  little  Amy !  I  have  less  hope  than 
ever,  since  even  her  evident  wishes  could  not  bend  his  determina- 
tion in  this  trifle ;  but  she  is  a  good  little  creaturo,  happy  in  her 
blindness.  May  it  long  continue !  It  is  my  unde  and  aunt  who 
aro  to  be  blamed.' 

He  set  himself  to  ascend  the  mountain  path,  and  they  lodced 
back,  watching  the  firm  vigorous  steps  with  which  he  climbed 
the  hill  side,  tiien  stood  to  wave  his  hand  to  Amabel,  looking 
a  perfect  specimen  of  health  and  activiiy. 

'  Just  like  himself,'  said  Amy,  drawing  so  long  a  breath  that 
Ony  smiled,  but  did  not  roeak. 

'  Aro  you  much  vexed  ?   said  she. 

*  I  don't  feel  as  if  I  had  made  tiie  most  of  my  opportunities.* 

*Then  if  you  have  not,  I  can  tell  you  who  has.  What  doyoit 
think  of  his  beginning  to  give  me  a  lecturo  how  to  behave  to  youf  * 

'  Did  he  think  you  wanted  it  very  much  f ' 

'  I  don't  know:  for  of  course  I  could  not  let  him  so  on.' 

Guy  was  so  much  diverted  at  the  idea  of  ^er  wanting  a  lecturo 
on  wife-like  deportment,  that  he  had  no  time  to  be  angry  at  the 
impertinence,  and  he  made  her  laugh  also  by  his  view  that  it 
was  all  force  of  habit* 
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*  Now,  GKiido — good  CayaHere  GKiido— do  grant  me  one  satis^ 
&ction,'  said  she,  ooaxinglj.  ^ '  Only  say  you  are  yery  glad  he  i4 
gone  his  own  way.' 

'On  the  contouy,  I  am  sorry  he  is  running  his  head  into 
a  fever,*  said  Guy,  pretending  to  be  provoking. 

*  I  don't  want  you  to  be  glad  of  that,  I  only  want  you  to  be 
glad  he  is  not  sitting  here  towering  over  us.' 

Guy  smiled,  and  began  to  whistk — * 

'Cook  up  your  beaver,  and  oook  it  fn'  ipnuh T 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

And  turned  the  thisilee  of  a  cotm 
To  types  beneficent.— WoBDBWOBTH. 

IT  was  about  three  weeks  after  the  rendezvous  at  Bellagio,  that 
Sir  Guy  and  Lady  Morville  arrived  at  Yieenza,  on  their  way 
from  Venice.  They  were  in  the  midst  of  breakfast  when  Amaud 
entered,  saying, — 

^It  was  wdll,  Sir  Guy,  that  you  changed  your  intention  of 
visiting  the  Valtelline  with  Captain  Morvme.' 
'  What !  Have  you  heard  anything  of  him  P' 

*  I  fear  that  his  temerity  has  ciuised  him  to  suffer.  I  have 
just  heard  that  an  Englishman  of  your  name  is  severely  ill  at 
Becoara.' 

*WhereP' 

*At  la  baiia  di  Beeoara,  It  is  what  in  English  we  call 
a  watering-place,  on  the  mountains  to  the  nortn,  where  the 
Yicentini  do  go  in  summer  ior  fraicheurj  but  thqr  ^ve  all 
returned  in  the  last  two  days  for  fear  of  the  infection.' 

'HI  go  and  make  inquiries,' said  Guy,  rising  in  haste.  Returning 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he  said, — ^  It  is  true.  It  can  be  no  other 
than  poor  Philip.  I  have  seen  his  doctor,  an  Italian,  who,  when 
he  saw  our  name  written,  said  it  was  the  same.  He  calls  it  una 
fMre  molto  grave,* 

*  Very  heavy !  Did  he  only  know  the  name  in  writing  P* 

'  Only  from  seeing  it  on  lus  passport.  He  has  been  unable  to 
give  any  directions.* 

<  How  dreadfully  ill  he  must  be!  And  alone!  What  shall  we 
do  P  You  won't  think  of  leaving  me  behind  you,  whatever  you 
do  P'  exclaimed  Amabel,  imploringly. 

'  It  is  at  no  great  distance,  and * 

'O,  don't  say  that.  Only  take  me  with  you«  I  will  try  to  bear 
it,  if  you  don't  think  it  right;  but  it  will  be  very  hardl' 
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Her  eyes  were  full  of  tears,  but  she  straggled  to  repress  them, 
and  was  silent  in  suspense  as  she  saw  him  considering. 

^  My  poor  Amy !'  said  he,  presently ;  '  I  bdieye  the  anxietj 
would  be  worse  for  you  if  I  were  to  leave  you  here.' 

'  Oh,  thank  you !'  exclaimed  she. 

'  You  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  nursing.  No,  I  don't 
think  there  is  much  risk ;  so  we  will  go  together.' 

'  Thank  you !  thank  you !  and  perhaps  I  may  be  of  some  use. 
But  is  it  very  infectious  P' 

^  I  hope  not :  caught  at  Colico,  and  imported  to  a  fresh  place, 
I  should  think  there  was  little  £»ir .  of  its  spreading.  However, 
we  must  soon  be  off:  I  am  afraid  he  is  very  ill,  and  almost 
deserted.  In  the  first  place,  I  had  better  send  an  express  to  the 
Consul  at  Venice,  to  ask  him  to  recommend  us  a  doctor,  for 
I  have  not  much  faith  in  this  Italian.' 

They  were  soon  on  the  way  to  Kecoara,  a  rpad  bordered  on  one 
side  by  high  rocks,  on  the  other  by  a  little  river  flowing  down 
a  valley,  shut  in  by  mountains.  The  valley  gradually  oontaracted 
in  the  ascent,  till  it  beoame  a  ravine,  and  further  on  a  mere 
crevice,  marked  by  the  thick  grov^h  of  the  chesnut-trees;  but 
before  this  greater  narrowing,  they  saw  the  roofs  of  the  houses 
in  the  little  town.  The  sun  shone  dear,  the  air  had  grown  fresh 
as  they  mounted  higher ;  Amabel  oould  hardly  imagine  sickness 
and  sorrow  in  so  fair  a  spot,  and  turned  to  her  husbimd  to  say  so; 
but  he  was  deep  in  thought,  and  she  would  not  disturb  him. 

The  town  was  built  on  the  bank  of  the  stream,  and  very  muoli 
shut  in  by  the  steep  crags,  which  seemed  almost  to  overhang  the 
inn,  to  which  they  drove,  auguring  favourably  of  the  place  fixmi 
its  fresh,  clean  aspect. 

Guy  hastened  to  the  patient;  while  Amabel  was  conducted  to 
a  room  with  a  polished  floor,  and  very  little  furniture,  and  there 
waited  anxiously  until  he  returned.  There  was  a  flush  on  his 
face,  and  almost  before  he  spoke,  he  leant  far  out  of  the  window 
to  try  to  catch  a  brea^  of  air. 

'  We  must  find  another  room  for  him  directly,'  said  he.  '  He 
cannot  possibly  exist  where  he  is — a  little  den — such  an  atmo* 
sphere  of  fever-— enough  to  knock  one  down!  Will  you  have  one 
got  ready  for  him  F' 

'  Directly,'  said  Amabel,  ringing.    ^  How  is  he  ?' 

^He  is  in  a  stupor:  it  is  not  sleep.  He  is  frightfully  ill. 
I  never  felt  anything  like  the  heat  of  his  skin.  But  that  stifling 
hole  would  account  for  much ;  very  likely  he  may  revive,  when 
we  get  him  into  a  better  atmosphere.  No  one  has  attended  to 
bim  properly.  It  is  a  terrible  thing  tobeill  in  aforeign  country 
without  afinendl' 
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Anunid  came,  and  Amabel  sent  for  the  hostess,  while  €hi^ 
letomed  to  his  charge.  Little  care  had  been  taken  for  the  soh- 
tarj  traveller  on  foot,  too  ill  to  exact  attention,  and  whose  presence 
drove  away  custom ;  but  when  his  case  was  taken  np  by  a  Milord 
Inglese,  the  people  of  the  inn  were  ready  to  do  their  utmost  to 
cause  their  neglect  to  be  foigotten,  and  eveiything  was  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Signora.  The  rooms  were  many,  but  very  small, 
and  the  best  she  could  contrive  was  to  choose  three  rooms  on  the 
lower  floor,  rather  larger  than  the  rest,  and  opening  into  each 
other,  as  well  as  into  uie  passage,  so  that  it  was  possible  to  pro- 
duce a  thorough  draught.  Under  her  superintendence,  Anne  made 
the  apartment  look  comfortable,  and  almost  English,  and  sending 
word  that  all  was  ready,  she  proceeded  to  establish  herself  in  the 
corresponding  rooms  on  the  noor  above. 

Philip  was  perfectly  unconscious  when  he  was  carried  to  his 
XI0W  room.  His  illness  had  continued  about  a  week,  and  had 
been  aggravated  first  by  his  incredulous  and  determined  resistance 
of  it,  and  then  by  the  neglect  with  which  he  had  been  treated. 
It  was  fearful  to  see  how  his  great  strength  had  been  cut  down, 
as  there  he  lay  with  scarcely  a  sign  of  me,  except  his  gasping, 
labouring  breath.  Guy  stood  over  him,  let  the  air  blow  in  from 
the  open  window,  sprinkled  his  face  with  vinegar,  and  moistened 
his.  lips,  longing  for  the  physician,  for  whom,  however,  he  knew 
he  must  wait  many  hours.  Perplexed,  ignorant  of  the  proper 
treatment,  fearing  to  do  harm,  and  extremely  anxious,  he  siall  was 
almost  rejoiced :  for  there  was  no  one  to  whom  he  was  so  glad 
to  do  a  service,  and  a  hope  arose  of  full  reconciliation. 

The  patient  was  somewhat  revived  by  the  fresh  air;  he  breathed 
more  freeij,  moved,  and  made  a  murmuring  sound,  as  if  striving 
painfully  for  a  word. 

'  Da  bere,^  at  last  he  said ;  and  if  Qny  had  not  known  its 
meaning,  it  would  have  been  plain  from  the  gasping,  parched 
majmer  in  which  it  was  uttered. 

*Some  water?'  said  Guy,  holding  it  to  his  lips,  and  on  hearing 
the  English,  Philip  opened  his  eyes,  and,  as  he  drank,  gazed  with 
a  heavy  sort  of  wonder.  *  Is  tnat  enough  P  .  Do  you  like  some 
on  your  forehead  ?' 

*  Thank  you.' 

'  Is  that  more  comfortable?  We  only  heard  to-day  you  were  ill.* 

He  turned  away  restlessly,  aa  if  hardly  glad  to  see  Guy,  and 
not  awake  to  the  circnmstaaioes,  in  a  dull,  feverish  oppression  of 
the  senses.  Delirium  soon  came  on,  or,  more  properly,  delusion. 
He  was  distressed  by  thinking  himself  deserted,  and  struggling 
to  speak  Italian,  and  when  Gkiy  replied  in  English,  though  the 
native  t<Higue  seemed  to  fall  kindly  on  his  ear,  yet,  to  Guy's  great 
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grief^  the  old  dislike  appeared  to  prevent  all  comfort  in  his  pre- 
sence, though  he  could  not  repel  his  attentions.  At  night  the 
wandering  increased,  till  it  became  unintelligible  raving,  and 
strength  was  required  to  keep  him  in  bed, 

Amabel  seldom  saw  her  husband  this  evening.  He  once  came 
up  to  see  her,  when  she  made  him  drink  some  coffee,  but  he 
soon  went,  telling  her  he  should  sit  up,  and  begging  her  to  go 
to  rest  quietly,  as  she  looked  pale  and  tired.  The  night  was  a 
terrible  one,  and  morning  only  brought  insensibility.  The  phy- 
sician  arrived,  a  sharp-looking  Frenchman,  who  pronounced  it 
to  be  a  very  severe  and  dangerous  case,  more  violent  than  usual 
in  malaria  fever,  and  with  more  affection  of  the  brain.  Guy  was 
glad  to  be  set  to  do  something,  instead  of  standing  by  in  inao^ 
tion ;  but  ice  and  blisters  were  applied  without  eff^st,  and  they 
were  told  that  it  was  likelv  to  be  long  before  the  fever  abated. 

Day  after  d^  passed  without  improvement,  and  with  few  gleams 
of  consciousness,  and  even  these  were  not  free  from  wandering ; 
they  were  only  intervals  in  the  violent  ravings,  or  the  incoherent 
murmurs,  and  were  never  clear  from  some  torturing  fimcy  that 
he  was  alone  and  ill  at  Broadstone,  and  neither  the  Edmonstonea 
nor  hb  brother-officers  would  come  to  him,  or  else  that  he  was 
detained  from  Stylehurst.  '  Home'  was  the  word  oftenest  on 
his  lips.  *  I  would  not  go  home,'  the  only  expression  that  could 
sometinies  be  distinctly  heard.  He  was  obliged  to  depend  on 
Chiy  as  the  only  Englishman  at  hand ;  but  whenever  he  reoo* 
gnised  him,  the  traces  of  repugnance  were  evident,  and  in  his 
clearer  intmrals,  he  always  showed  a  preference  for  Amaud's 
.  attendance.  Still  Ghiy  persevered  indefatigably,  sitting  up  with 
him  every  night,  and  showing  himself  an  invaluable  nurse,  with 
his  tender  hand,  modulated  voice,  quick  eye,  and  auiet  activify. 
His  whole  soul  was  engrossed :  he  never  appeared  to  think  of 
hinnself,  or  to  be  sensible  of  fatigue ;  but  was  only  absorbed  in 
the  one  thought  of  his  patient's  comfort !  He  seldom  came  to 
Amabel  except  at  meals,  and  now  and  then  for  a  short  visit  to 
her  sitting-room  to  report  on  Philip's  condition.  If  he  could 
spare  a  little  more  time  when  Philip  was  in  a  state  of  stupor, 
she  used  to  try  to  persuade  him  to  take  some  rest ;  and  if  it 
was  late,  or  in  the  heat  of  noon,  she  could  sometimes  get  him. 
Its  a  favour  to  her,  to  lie  down  on  the  sofa,  and  let  her  read  to 
him ;  but  it  did  not  often  end  in  sleep,  and  he  usually  preferred 
taking  her  out  into  the  fresh  air,  and  wandering  about  among 
the  chesnut-trees  and  green  hillocks  higher  up  in  the  ravine. 

Very  precious  were  these  walks,  with  the  quiet,  grave  talk  that 
the  scene  and  the  circumstances  inspired — ^when  he  would  tell 
the  thoughts  that  had  occupied  him  in  his  night-watches,  and 
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they  shared  the  subdued,  and  deep  reflection  suited  to  this  period 
of  apprehension.  These  were  her  happiest  times,  but  they  were 
few  and  uncertain.  She  had  in  the  meantime  to  wait,  to  watch, 
and  hope  alone,  though  she  had  plenty  of  employment;  for 
besides  writing  constant  bulletins,  all  preparations  for  the  sick- 
room fell  to  her  share.  She  had  to  send  for  or  devise  substi- 
tutes for  all  the  conveniences  that  were  far  from  coming  readily 
to  hand  in  a  remote  Italian  inn — ^to  give  orders,  send  commis^ 
sions  to  Yicenza,  or  even  to  Venice,  and  to  do  a  good  deal,  with 
Anne's  assistance,  by  her  own  manual  labour.  Guy  said  she  did 
more  for  Philip  outside  his  room  than  he  did  inside,  and  often 
declared  how  entirely  at  a  loss  he  should  have  been  if  she  had 
not  been  there,  with  her  ready  resources,  and,  above  all,  with 
her  sweet  presence,  making  the  short  intervals  he  spent  out  of 
the  sick  chamber  so  much  more  than  repose,  such  refreshment  at 
the  time,  and  in  remembrance. 

Thus  it  had  continued  for  more  than  a  fortnight,  when  one 
evening  as  the  French  physician  was  departing,  he  told  Guy 
that  he  would  not  fail  to  come  the  next  night,  as  he  saw  every 
reason  to  expect  a  crisis.  Guy  sat  intently  marking  every  altera- 
tion in  the  worn,  flushed,  si^ering  face  that  rested  helplessly 
on  the  pillows,  and  every  unconscious  movement  of  the  wasted, 
nerveless  limbs  stretched  out  in  pain  and  helplessness,  contrast- 
ing his  present  state  with  what  he  was  when  last  they  parted^ 
in  the  fidl  pride  of  health,  vigour,  and  intellect.  He  dwelt  on 
all  that  had  passed  between  them  from  the  first,  the  strange 
ancestral  enmity  that  nothing  had  as  yet  overcome,  the  misi 
understandings,  the  prejudices,  the  character  whose  faultlessness 
he  had  always  revered,  and  the  repeated  failure  of  aU  attempts 
to  be  friends,  as  if  his  own  impatience  and  passion  had  borne 
fruit  in  the  merited  distrust  of  the  man  whom  of  all  others  he 
respected,  and  whom  he  would  fain  love  as  a  brother.  He  ear- 
nestly hoped  that  so  valuable  a  life  might  be  spared ;  but  if  that 
might  not  be,  his  fervent  wish  was,  that  at  least  a  few  parting 
words  of  good-will  and  reconciliation  might  be  granted  to  be  his 
comfort  in  remembrance. 

So  mused  Guy  during  the  night,  as  he  watched  the  heavy 
doze  between  sleep  and  stupor,  and  tried  to  catch  the  low,  indis>- 
tinct  mutterinffs  that  now  and  then  seemed  to  ask  for  some- 
thing. Towards  morning  Philip  awoke  more  fully,  and  as  Guy 
was  feeling  his  pulse,  he  faintly  asked, —  ' 

'How  many?*  while  his  eyes  had  more  of  their  usual  expres- 
sion. 

'  I  cannot  count,^  returned  Guy;  '  but  it  is  less  than  in  the 
evening.    Some  drink  p' 
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Philip  took  some,  then  making  an  effort  to  look  round,  said, — 
'  What  day  ia  it?' 

'  Saturday  morning,  the  23d  of  August/ 

^  I  have  heen  ill  a  long  time !' 

'You  have  indeed,  full  three  weeks;  but  you  are  better 
to-night.' 

He  was  silent  for  some  moments;  then,  collecting  himself, 
and  looking  fixedly  at  Qny,  he  said,  in  his  own  stoidy  voice, 
though  very  feeble, — ^  I  suppose,  humanly  speaking,  it  is  an  even 
chance  between  Hfe  and  death  P' 

'  Yes,'  said  C^uy,  firmly,  the  low  sweet  tones  of  his  voice  foil 
of  tenderness.  '  i  ou  are  very  ill,  but  not  without  hope.'  Then, 
afber  a  pause,  during  which  Philip  looked  thoughtful,  but  calm, 
he  addcNl, — *  I  have  tried  to  bring  a  clergyman  here,  but  I  could 
not  succeed.     Would  you  like  me  to  read  to  you  ?' 

*  Thank  you — presently — ^but  I  have  something  to  say.  Some 
more  water ; — ^thank  you.'  Then,  after  pausing, '  Ghiy,  you  have 
thought  I  judged  you  harshly;  I  meant  to  act  for  the  best.' 

'  Don't  think  of  that,'  said  Guy,  with  a  rush  of  joy  at  hearing 
the  words  of  reconciliation  he  had  yearned  for  so  long. 

'  And  now  you  have  been  most  lund.  If  I  live,  you  shalL  see 
that  i  am  sensible  of  it ;'  and  he  feebly  moved  his  hand  to  his 
cousin,  who  pressed  it,  hardly  less  happy  than  on  the  day  he 
stood  before  Mrs.  Edmonsione  in  the  dressing-room.  Presently, 
PhiUp  went  on.  *  My  sister  has  my  will.  My  love  to  her,  and 
to— to— to  poor  Laura.'  His  voice  suddenly  failed ;  and  while 
Chiy  was  again  moistening  his  lips,  he  gathered  strength,  and 
said, — '  You  and  Amy  wiU  do  what  you  can  for  her.  Do  not 
let  the  blow  come  suddenly.  Ah !  you  do  not  know.  We  have 
been  engaged  this  long  time.' 

Guy  did  not  exclaim,  but  Philip  saw  his  amazement. 

'  It  was  very  wrong ;  it  was  not  her  fault,'  he  added.  '  I  can't 
tell  you  now ;  but  if  I  live  all  shall  be  told.  If  not,  you  will 
be  kind  to  her  P' 

*  Indeed  we  will.' 

'  Poor  Laura !'  again  said  Philip,  in  a  much  weaker  voice,  and 
afber  lying  still  a  little  longer,  he  fiedntly  whispered, — '  Bead 
.to  me.' 

Guy  read  till  he  fell  into  a  doze,  which  lasted  till  Amaud  came 
in  the  morning,  and  Guy  went  up  to  his  wife. 

'  Amy,'  *Baid  he,  entering  with  a  quiet  bright  look,  *  he  has 
spoken  to  me  according  to  my  wish.' 

'  Then  it  is  all  right,'  said  Amabel,  answering  his  look  with 
one  as  cabn  and  sweet.    '  Is  he  better  P' 

'  Not  materially;  his  pulse  is  still  very  high ;  but  there  was  a 
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gleam  of  perfect  oonsdouBness ;  lie  spoke  calmly  and  dearly, 
folly  understanding  his  situation.  Come  what  wiU,  it  is  a  thing 
to  be  infinitely  thankful  for !  I  am  very  glad !  Now  for  our 
morning  reading.' 

As  soon  as  it  was  oyer,  and  when  Guy  had  satisfied  himself 
that  the  patient  was  still  quiet,  they  sat  down  to  breakfast.  Guy 
considered  a  little  while,  and  said, — 

'  I  have  been  very  much  surprised.  Had  you  any  idea  of  an 
attachment  between  him  and  Laura  P' 

'  I  know  she  is  very  fond  of  him,  and  she  has  always  been 
his  favourite.  What  t  Has  he  been  in  love  with  her  all  this 
time,  poor  fellow  P' 

'  He  says  they  are  engaged.' 

*  Laura  P  Our  sister!  Oh,  Guy,  impossible !  He  must  have 
been  wandering.' 

'  I  could  have  almost  thought  so ;  but  his  whole  manner  for- 
bade me  to  think  there  was  any  delusion.  He  was  too  weak  to 
explain;  but  he  said  it  was  not  her  fault,  and  was  overcome 
when  speaking  of  her.  He  begged  us  to  spare  her  firom  sud- 
denly hearing  of  his  death.  He  was  as  calm  and  reasonable  as 
I  am  at  this  moment.    No,  Amy,  it  was  not  delirium.' 

*  I  don't  know  how  to  believe  it !'  said  Amabel.  '  It  <s  so 
impossible  for  Laura,  and  for  him  too.  Don't  you  know  how, 
sometimes  in  fevers,  people  take  a  delusion,  and  are  quite  rational 
about  everything  else,  and  that,  too ;  if  only  it  was  true ;  and 
don't  you  think  it  very  likely,  that  if  he  really  has  been  in  love 
with  her  all  this  time,  (how  much  he  must  have  gone  through !) 
he  may  fimcy  he  has  been  secretly  engaged,  and  reproach 
himself?' 

'  I  cannot  tell,'  said  Guy;  *  there  was  a  reality  in  his  manner 
of  speaking  that  refuses  to  let  me  disbelieve  him.  Surely  it 
cannot  be  one  of  the  horrors  of  death  that  we  should  be  left  to 
reproach  ourselves  with  the  fancied  sins  we  have  been  prone  to, 
as  well  as  with  our  real  ones.  Then' — and  he  rose,  and  walked 
about  the  room — 'if  so,  more  than  ever,  in  the  hour  of  deMty 
good  Lord,  deliver  us !' 

Amabel  was  silent,  and  presently  he  sat  down,  saying, — *  Well, 
time  will  show !' 

'I  cannot  think  it!'  said  Amy.  'Laura!  How  could  she 
help  telling  mamma  P'  And  as  Guy  smiled  at  the  recollection 
of  their  own  simultaneous  coming  to  mamma,  she  added, — *  Not 
only  because  it  was  right,  but  for  the  comfort  of  it.' 

'  But,  Amy,  do  you  remember  what  I  told  you  of  poor  Laura's 
tears,  and  what  she  said  to  me,  on  our  weddmg*dayP' 

'  Poor  Laura!'  said  Amy.  *Yet  ■  *  She  paused,  and  Guy 
presently  said, — 
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'  Wdl,  I  wont  lidiere  it,  if  I  cam  povniljr  he^  it.  I  can't 
affind  to  loK  mj  finth  in  mj  sister's  perfection,  or  Flnlip's,  capc- 
mBjjiaw.  Bat  I  most  go;  I  bsTe  loitered  too  long,  and  Amaod 
ong^t  to  RO  to  lus  hreakhgL* 

Amabel  nt  long  orer  the  lemjons  of  ber  Iweakfiwt.    She  did 
not  puzzle  heneff  orer  Philip's  eonfewaon,  for  she  would  nafr 
admit  it  without  oonfinnaiian ;  and  she  coold  not  tiiink  of  his 
misdoingB,  even  those  of  whidi  she  was  eertaio,  on  the  daj  when 
his  life  was  hanging  in  the  balance.    AH  she  ooold  bear  to  leocd^ 
lect  was  his  excellence ;  na j,  in  the  tenderness  of  her  heart,  she 
nearly  made  oat  that  she  had  always  been  veiy  fond  of  him, 
orerlooldng  that  even  before  Goj  came  to  HoUjwell,  she  IumI 
always  regarded  bim  with  more  awe  than  liking,  been  disinelined 
to  his  good  advice,  shrank  from  his  condescension,  and  regalarljr 
enjoyed  Charles's  quizzing  of  bim.    All  this,  and  all  the  sobse- 
qoent  injories  were  forgotten,  and  she  bebered,  as  sinoerelj  na 
her  bosband,  that  Fbilq>  had  been  free  from  any  onkind  intention. 
Bat  she  cbiefly  dwelt  on  ber  own  Got,  especially  that  last 
speech,  so  onlike  some  of  whom  she  bad  heard,  who  were  rather 
glad  to  find  a  flaw  in  a  faultless  model,  if  only  to  obtain  a  fellow- 
feeling  for  it. 

*  Tes,'  thought  she,  '  be  might  look  fiir  without  finding  any- 
thing better  than  bunsel^  though  be  wont  beUeve  it.  Jf  ever 
be  could  make  me  angry,  it  will  be  by  treating  me  as  if  I  was 
better  than  he.  Such  nonsense !  But  I  suppose  bis  goodness 
would  not  be  such  if  be  was  conscious  of  it,  so  I  must  be 
content  with  him  as  be  is.  I  can't  be  so  unwifelike  after  all  * 
for  I  am  sure  nothing  makes  me  feel  so  small  and  foolish  as  that 
humility  of  bis !  Come,  I  must  see  about  some  dinner  for  the 
French  doctor.' 

She  set  to  work  on  ber  housewifery  cares ;  but  when  these 
were  despatobed,  it  was  bard  to  begin  anything  else  on  such  a 
day  of  suspense,  when  she  was  living  on  reports  from  the  sick 
room.  The  delirium  bad  returned,  more  violent  than  ever;  and 
as  she  sat  at  ber  open  window  she  often  heard  the  disconnected 
words.  She  could  do  nothing  but  listen — she  could  neither  read 
nor  draw,  and  even  letter-writing  failed  her  to-day,  for  it  seemed 
cruel  to  send  a  letter  to  bis  sister,  and  if  Philip  was  not  under  a 
delusion,  it  was  still  worse  to  write  to  HoUywell;  it  made  her 
shudder  to  think  of  the  misery  she  might  have  inflicted  in  the 
former  letters,  where  she  had  not  ^ared  the  detail  of  ber  worst 
fears  and  coi\jectures,  and  by  no  means  softened  the  account,  as 
she  had  done  to  his  sister. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  the  physician  came,  and  she  heard  of 
bis  being  quieter ;  indeed,  there  were  no  sounds  below.    It  grew 
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dark,  Arnaud  brought  lights,  and  told  her  Captain  Morville  had 
I.  sunk  into  stupor.    After  another  long  space,  the  doctor  came  to 

I  take  some  coffee,  and  said  the  fever  was  lessening,  but  that' 

strength  was  going  with  it,  and  if  le  nudade  was  sav^  it  would 
i  be  owing  to  the  care  and  attention  of  le  chevaliers 

I  Of  Guy  she  saw' no  more  that  evening.    The  last  bulletin  was 

,  pencilled  by  him  on  a  strip  of  paper,  and  sent  to  her  at  eleven  at 

,  night: 

^  '  Puke  almost  nothing ;  deadly  faintness ;  doctor  does  not  give 

I  him  up ;  it  may  be  many  hours :  don't  sit  up ;  you  shall  hear 

when  there  is  anything  decisive.' 

Amy  submitted,  and  slowly  put  herself  to  bed,  because  she 
thought  Guy  would  not  like  to  find  her  up ;  but  she  had  little 
deep,  and  that  was  dreamy,  full  of  the  same  anxieties  as  her 
waking  moments,  and  perhaps  making  the  night  seem  longer 
than  if  she  had  been  awake  the  whole  time. 

At  last  she  started  from  a  somewhat  sounder  doze  than  usual, 
and  saw  it  was  becoming  light ;  the  white  summits  of  the  moim- 
tains  lY^re  beginning  to  show  themselves,  and  there  was  twilight 
in  the  room.  Just  then  she  heard  a  light,  cautious  tread  in  the 
passage;  the  lock  of  Guy's  dressing-room  was  gently,  slowly 
turned.  It  was  over  then !  Life  or  death  ?  Her  heart  beat  as 
she  heard  her  husband's  step  in  the  next  room,  and  her  suspense 
would  let  her  call  out  nothing  but — *  I  am  not  asleep !' 

Guy  came  forward,  and  stood  still,  while  she  looked  up  to  the 
outline  of  his  figure  against  the  window.  With  a  kind  of  effort 
he  said,  with  forced  calmness — *  He'll  do  now !'  and  came  to  the 
bedside.  His  face  was  wet  with  tears,  and  her  eyes  were  over- 
flowins^.  After  a  few  moments  he  murmured  a  few  low  words  of 
deep  thanksgivings,  and  again  there  was  a  silence. 

^  He  is  asleep  quietly  and  comfortably,'  said  Guy,  presently, 
'  and  his  pulse  is  steadier.  The  faintness  and  sinking  have  been 
dreadful ;  the  doctor  has  been  sitting  with  his  hand  on  his  pulse, 
telling  me  when  to  put  the  cordiid  into  his  mouth.  Twice  I 
thought  him  all  but  gone ;  and  till  within  the  last  hour,  I  did 
not  think  he  could  have  revived ;  but  now,  the  doctor  says  we 
may  almost  consider  the  danger  as  over.' 

*  Oh,  how  glad  I  am !    Was  he  sensible  ?    Could  he  speak  ?' 

*  Sensible,  at  least  when  not  fainting ;  but  too  weak  to  speak, 
or  often  to  look  up.  When  he  did  though,  it  was  very  kindly, 
very  pleasantly.  And  now  1  This  is  joy  coming  in  the  morning, 
Amy!' 

*i  wonder  if  you  are  happier  now  than  after  the  shipwreck,* 
aaid  Amy,  after  a  silence.     . 

*  How  can  you  ask  ?    The  shipwreck  was  a  gleami  the  first 

B  B 


370  THE  HEXB  OF  KSDCLTFFEi 

raj  that  came  to  cheer  me  in  those  penance  hours,  when  I  wa9 
cut  off  from  all ;  and  now,  oh,  Amy !  I  cannot  enter  into  it. 
Such  richness  and  fuhiess  of  hlessing  showered  on  me,  more 
than  I  ever  dared  to  wish  for  or  dream  of,  both  in  the  present 
and  future  hopes.  It  seems  more  than  can  jpelong  to  man,  at 
least  to  me,  so  unlike  what  I  have  deserved,  that  I  can  hardly 
believe  it.    It  must  be  sent  as  a  great  trial.' 

Amabel  thought  this  so  beautiM,  that  she  could  not  answer ; 
and  he  presently  gave  her  some  fiirther  particulars.  He  went 
back  in  spite  of  her  entreaties  that  he  would  afford  himself  a 
little  rest,  saying  that  the  doctor  was  obliged  to  go  away,  and 
Philip  still  need^  the  most  careful  watchmg.  Amy  could  not 
sleep  any  more;  but  lay  musing  over  that  ever-brightening  good- 
ness which  had  lately  at  all  tunes  almost  startl^  her  from  its 
very  unearthliness. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

Sure  aQ  thinf^  wew  a  heavenly  dren, 
THiich  saactifies  their  lovelmeiB, 
Typee  of  that  endless  resting  day, 
When  we  shall  be  as  chang^  as  they. 

Htmk  for  Sukdat. 

FLOM  that  time  there  was  little  more  cause  for  anxiety. 
Philip  was,  indeed,  exceedingly  reduced,  unable  to  turn  in 
bed,  to  lift  his  head,  or  to  speak  except  now  and  then  a  feeble 
whisper ;  but  the  fever  was  entirely  gone,  and  his  excellent  con- 
stitution began  rapidly  to  repair  its  ravages.  Day  by  day,  almost 
hour  by  hour,  he  was  rallying,  spending  most  of  his  time  profit- 
ably in  sleep,  and  looking  very  contented  in  his  short  intervals 
of  waking.  These  became  each  day  rather  longer,  his  voice  be- 
came stronger,  aud  he  made  more  remarks  and  inquiries.  His 
first  care,  when  able  to  take  heed  of  what  did  not  concern  his 
immediate  comfort,  was  that  Colonel  Deane  should  be  written  te, 
as  his  leave  of  absence  was  expired ;  but  he  said  not  a  word  about 
HoUywell,  and  Amabel  therefore  hoped  her  surmise  was  right, 
that  his  confession  had  been  prompted  by  a  delirious  fancy, 
though  Gny  thought  something  was  implied  by  his  silence  re- 
specting the  very  persons  of  whom  it  would  have  been  natural 
to  have  talked. 

He  was  very  patient  of  his  weakness  and  dependence,  always 
thankful  and  willing  to  be  pleased,  and  all  that  had  been  un- 
pleasant in  his  manner  to  Guy  was  entirely  gone.    He  liked  to 
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be  waited  on  by  hini)  and  received  bis  attentions  without  laborioufl 
gratitude,  just  in  the  way  partly  affectionate,  partly  matter  of 
course,  that  was  most  agreeable  i  showing  himself  considerate 
of  bis  fatigue,  though  without  any  of  his  old  domineering 
advice. 

One  evening,  Guy  was  writing,  when  Philip,  who  had  been 
lying  still,  as  ^  asleep,  asked,  '  Are  you  writing  to  HoUyweU  ?* 

*  Yes,  to  Charlotte ;  but  there  is  no  hurry,  it  wont  go  till  to* 
morrow.    Have  you  any  message  ?* 

'  No,  thank  you.' 

Guy  fancied  he  sighed ;  and  there  was  a  long  silence,  at  the 
end  a£  which  he  asked,  *  Ghiy,  have  I  said  anything  about 
Laura  P' 

*  Yes,*  said  Guy,  putting  down  the  pen. 

'  I  thought  so ;  but  I  could  not  remember,'  said  Philip,  turning 
round,  and  settling  himself  for  conversation,  with  much  of  hia 
ordinary  deliberate  preparation ;  *  I  hope  it  was  not  when  I  had 
no  command  of  myself?' 

*  No,  you  were  seldom  intelligible ;  you  were  generaUy  trying 
to  speak  Italian,  or  else  talking  about  Stylehurst.  l?he  only 
time  you  mentioned  her  was  the  night  before  the  worst.' 

*  I  recollect,'  said  Philip.  '  I  will  not  draw  back  from  the 
resolution  I  then  made,  though  I  did  not  know  whether  I  had 
spoken  it,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they  may.  The  worst 
is,  that  they  will  fall  the  most  severely  on  her :  and  her  implicit 
reliance  on  me  was  her  only  error.' 

His  voice  was  very  low,  and  so  full  of  painful  feeling  that  Guy 
doubted  whether  to  let  him  enter  on  such  a  subject  at  present ; 
but  remembering  the  relief  of  free  confession,  he  thought  it  best 
to  allow  him  to  proceed)  only  now  and  then  putting  in  some  note 
t)f  sympathy  or  of  interrogation,  in  word  or  gesture. 

'1  must  explain,'  said  Philip,  'that  you  may  see  how  little 
blame  can  be  imputed  to  her.  It  was  that  summer,  three  years 
ago,  the  first  alter  you  came.  I  had  always  been  her  chief 
friend.  I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  cause  for  putting  her  on  her 
guard.  The  result  has  shown  that  the  danger  was  imaginary ; 
but  no  matter — I  thought  it  real.  In  the  course  of  the  con- 
versation, more  of  my  true  sentiments  were  avowed  than  I  was 
aware  of;  she  was  very  young,  and  before  we,  either  of  us,  knew 
what  we  were  doing,  it  had  been  equivalent  to  a  declaration. 
Well !  I  do  not  speak  to  excuse  the  concealment,  but  to  show 
you  my  motive.  If  it  had  been  known,  there  would  have  been 
great  cQspleasure  and  disturbance ;  I  should  have  been  banished ; 
and  though  time  might  have  softened  matters,  we  should  both 
have  had  a  great  deal  to  go  through.  Heaven  knows  what  it 
*     bb2 


372  THE  HEIB  OF  JUCDCLYFFK 

may  be  now !  And  Guy/  he  added,  breaking  off  with  trembling 
eagerness,  '  when  did  you  hear  from  Hollywell  ?  Do  yoa  know 
how  she  has  borne  the  news  of  my  iUness  p' 

'  We  have  heard  since  they  knew  df  it/  said  Gtiy ;  '  the  letter 
was  from  Mrs.  Edmonstone  to  Amy ;  but  she  did  not  mention 
IJaura.' 

'  She  has  great  strength ;  she  would  endure  anything  rather 
than  give  way ;  but  how  can  she  have  borne  the  anxiety  and 
silence  P    You  are  sure  my  ai^it  does  not  mention  her  P' 

'  Certain.    I  will  ask  Amy  for  the  letter,  if  you  like.' 

*  No,  do  not  go ;  I  must  finish,  since  I  have  begun.  We  did 
not  speak  of  an  engagement ;  it  was  little  more  than  an  avowal 
of  preference ;  I  doubt  whether  she  understood  what  it  amounted 
to,  and  I  desired  her  to  be  silent.  I  deceived  myself  all  along, 
by  declaring  she  was  free  ;  and  I  had  never  asked  for  her  promise ; 
but  those  things  will  not  do  when  we  see  death  fiace  to  face,  and 
a  resolve  made  at  such  a  moment  must  be  kept,  let  it  bring 
what  it  may.' 

*True.' 

*  She  will  be  relieved ;  she  wished  it  to  be  known ;  but  I  thought 
it  best  to  wait  for  my  promotion — ^the  onl^  chance  of  our  being 
able  to  marry.  However,  it  shall  be  put  mto  her  father's  han£ 
as  soon  as  I  can  hold  a  pen.  All  I  wisb  is,  that  she  should  not 
have  to  bear  the  brunt  of  his  anger.' 

'He  is  too  kind  and  good-natured  to  keep  his  displeasure 
long.' 

'  If  it  would  only  light  on  the  right  head,  instead  of  on  the 
head  of  the  nearest.  You  say  she  was  harassed  and  out  of  spirits. 
I  wish  you  were  at  home ;  Amy  would  comfort  her  and  soften 
them.' 

'  We  hope  to  go  back  as  soon  as  you  are  in  travelling  oondi* 
tion.  If  you  will  come  home  with  us,  you  will  be  at  hand  when 
Mr.  Edmonstone  is  ready  to  forgive,  as  I  am  sure  he  soon  will 
be.    No  one  ever  was  so  glad  to  forget  his  displeasure.' 

'  Yes ;  it  will  be  over  by  the  time  I  meet  him,  for  she  will 
have  borne  it  all.  There  is  the  worst !  But  I  will  not  put  off 
the  writing,  as  soon  as  I  have  the  power.  Every  day  the  con* 
cealment  continues  is  a  further  offence.' 

'  And  present  suffering  is  an  especial  earnest  and  hope  of  for* 
giveness,'  said  Guy.  '  I  have  no  doubt  that  much  may  be  done 
to  make  Mr.  Edmonstone  think  well  of  it.' 

'  If  any  suffering  of  mine  would  spare  hers !'  sighed  Philip. 
'  You  cannot  estimate  the  difficulties  in  our  way.  You  know 
nothing  of  poverty, — ^the  bar  it  is  to  eveiything ;  almost  a  posi- 
tive offence  in  itsdf !' 
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*  This  is  only  tiring  yourself  with  talking,*  said  Ghiy,  perceivvg 
liow  Philip's  Dodilj  weakness  was  making  him  faU  into  a  de- 
sponding strain.  '  You  must  make  haste  to  g^t  well,  and  come 
home  with  us,  and  I  think  we  shaU  find  it  no  such  had  case  after 
aU.  There's  Amy's  fortune  to  hegin  with,  only  waiting  for  such 
an  occasion.  No;  I  can't  have  you  answer;  you  have  talked 
quite  long  enough.' 

Philip  was  in  a  state  of  feebleness  that  made  him  willing  to 
avoid  the  trouble  of  thinking,  by  simply  believing  what  he  was 
told,  *  that  it  was  no  bad  case.'  He  was  reUeved  by  having 
confessed,  though  to  the  person  whom,  a  few  weeks  back,  he 
would  have  thought  the  last  to  whom  he  could  have  made  such 
a  communication,  over  whom  he  had  striven  to  assume  supe* 
riority,  and  therefore  before  whom  he  could  have  least  borne  to 
humble  himself — ^nay,  whose  own  love  he  had  lately  traversed 
with  an  arrogance  that  was  rendered  positively  absurd  by  this 
conduct  of  his  own.  Nevertheless,  he  had  not  shrunk  from  the 
confession.  His  had  been  real  repentance,  so  far  as  he  perceived 
his  faults ;  and  he  would  have  scorned  to  avail  himself  of  the 
certainty  of  Guy's  silence  on  what  he  had  said  at  the  time  of  his 
extreme  danger.  He  had  resolved  to  speak,  and  had  found 
neither  an  accuser  nor  a  judge,  not  even  one  consciously  returning 
good  for  evil,  but  a  friend  witib  honest,  simple,  straightforw^ 
kindness,  doing  the  best  for  him  in  his  power,  and  dreading 
nothing  so  much  as  hurting  his  feelings.  It,  was  not  the  way 
in  which  Philip  himself  could  have  received  such  a  confidence. 

As  soon  as  Guy  could  leave  him,  he  went  up  to  his  wife* 
*  Amy,'  said  he,  rather  sadly, '  we  have  had  it  out*  It  is  too 
true.' 

Her  first  exclamation  surprised  him:  'Then  Charlie  really  is 
the  cleverest  person  in  the  world.' 

'  How  P    Had  he  any  suspicion  P' 

'Not  that  I  know  of;  but,  more  than  once,  lately,  I  have 
been  alarmed  by  recollecting  how  he  once  said  that  poor  Laura 
was  so  much  too  wise  for  her  age,  that  Nature  would  some  day 
take  her  revenge,  and  make  her  do  something  veiy  foolish.  But 
has  Philip  told  you  all  about  it  P' 

*  Yes ;  explained  it  all  very  kindly.  It  must  have  cost  him  4 
great  deal ;  but  he  spoke  openly  and  nobly.  It  is  th^  beginning 
of  a  Aill  confession  to  your  father.' 

'  So,  it  is  true !'  exclaimed  Amabel,  as  if  she  heard  it  for  the 
first  time.  '  How  shocked  mamma  will  be !  I  don't  know  how 
to  think  it  possible!  And  poor  Laura!  Imagine  what  she 
must  have  gone  through ;  for  you  know  I  never  spared  the  worst 
accounts.    Do  tell  me  aU.' 
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Guy  told  what  he  had  just  heard,  and  she  waa  indignant. 

'  I  can't  be  as  angiy  with  him  as  I  should  Hke/  said  she, '  now 
that  he  is  sorry  and  ill ;  but  it  was  a  great  deal  too  bad  I  I 
can't  think  how  he  could  look  any  of  us  in  the  face,  far  less  expect 
to  rule  us  all,  and  interfere  with  you !' 

'  I  see  I  never  appreciated  the  temptations  of  poverty,'  said 
Guy,  thoughtfully.  '  I  have  often  thought  of  those  of  wealthy 
but  never  of  poverty.' 

'  I  wish  you  would  not  excuse  him.  I  don't  mind  your  doings 
it  about  ourselves,  because,  though  he  made  you  unhappy,  he 
could  not  make  you  do  wrong.  Ah !  I  know  what  you  mean  | 
but  that  waa  over  after  the  fint  minute ;  and  he  only  made  yon 
better  for  all  his  persecution ;  but  I  don't  know  how  to  paraon 
his  making  noor  Laura  so  miserable,  and  leading  her  to  do  what 
was  not  ngfnt.  Poor,  desr  girl !  no  wonder  she  looked  so  worn 
and  unhappy!  I  cannot  help  being  angiy  with  him,  indeed, 
€hiy!'  said  she,  her  eyes  full  of  tears. 

'The  best  pleading  is  his  own  repentance,  Amy.  I  don't 
think  you  can  be  very  unrelenting  when  you  see  how  subdued, 
and  how  altered  he  is.  You  know  you  are  to  make  him  a  visit 
to*morrow,  now  the  doctor  says  all  fear  of  infection  is  over.' 

^  I  shall  be  thinking  of  poor  Laura  the  whole  time.' 

*  And  how  she  would  Bke  to  see  him  in  his  present  state  P 
What  shall  you  do  if  I  bring  him  home  to  Eedclyffe  ?  Shall  you 
go  to  Hollywell,  1y)  comfort  Laura  F' 

'  I  shall  wait  tUl  you  send  me.  Besides,  how  can  you  invite 
oompanytiU  we  know  whether  we  have  a  roof  over  our  bouse  or 
not?     What  is  he  doing  now  P' 

'  As  usual,  he  has  an  unlimited  capacity  for  sleep.' 

'  I  wish  you  had.  I  don't  think  you  have  slept  two  hours 
together  since  you  left  off  sitting  up.' 

'  I  am  beginning  to  think  it  a  popular  delusion.  I  do  just  as 
well  without  it.' 

*  So  you  say ;  but  Mr.  Shene  would  never  have  taken  such  a 
&ncy  to  you,  if  you  always  had  such  purple  lines  as  those  under 
your  eyes.  Look !  Is  that  a  face  for  Sir  Galahad,  or  Sir  Guy, 
or  any  of  the  Boxmd  Table  p  Come,  I  wish  you  would  lie  down, 
and  be  read  to  sleep.' 

*  I  should  like  a  walk  much  better.  It  is  very  cool  and  bright. 
WiU  you  come  P' 

They  walked  for  some  time,  talking  over  the  conduct  of  Philip 
and  Laura.  Amabel  seemed  quite  oppressed  by  the  thought  ct 
such  a  burthen  of  concealment.  She  said  she  did  not  know  what 
she  should  have  done  in  her  own  troubles  without  mamma  and 
Charlie;   and  she  could  not  imagine  Laura's  keeping  silence 
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ihroiigh  the  time  of  Philip's  danger;  more  especially  as  she 
recollected  how  appalling  some  of  her  bulletins  had  been.  The 
only  satis&ction  was  in  casting  as  much  of  the  blame  on  him  as 
possible. 

'You  know  he  never  would  let  her  read  norels ;  and  I  do 
believe  that  was  the  reason  she  did  not  understand  what  it 
meant.' 

'  I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  in  that,'  said  Quy,  laughing, 
though  Charlie  would  say  it  is  a  very  novel  excuse  for  a  young 
lady  &lling  imprudently  in  love.' 

'  I  do  beUeve,  if  it  was  any  one  but  Laura,  Charlie  would  be 
very  glad  of  it.  He  always  fully  saw  through  Philip's  supers 
•dhous  shell.' 

'Amy!' 

'  No ;  let  me  go  on,  Guy,  for  you  must  allow  that  it  was  much 
worse  in  such  a  grave,  grand,  unromantic  person,  who  makes  a 
point  of  thinking  before  he  speaks,  than  if  it  had  been  a  hasty, 
nand»over-head  man  like  Maarioe  de  Comrcy,  who  might  have  got 
into  a  scrape  without  knowing  it.' 

'  That  must  have  made  the  struggle  to  confess  all  the  more 
painful ;  and  a  most  free,  noble,  open-hearted  confession  it  was.' 

They  tried  to  recollect  all  that  had  passed  during  that  summer, 
■and  to  guess  against  whom  he  had  wished  to  warn  her ;  but  so 
far  were  they  from  divining  the  truth,  that  they  agreed  it  must 
either  have  been  Maurice,  or  some  other  wild  Irishman. 

Next,  they  considered  what  was  to  be  done.  Philip  must 
manage  his  confession  his  own  way ;  but  they  had  it  in  their 
power  greatly  to  sofben  matters ;  and  there  was  no  fear  that, 
after  the  fint  shock,  Mr.  Edmonstone  would  insist  on  the 
engagement  being  broken  off.  Philip  should  come  to  recover  his 
h^th  at  Bedclyffe,  where  he  would  be  ready  to  meet  the  first 
Jidvance  towards  forgiveness, — and  Amabel  thought  it  would 
soon  be  made.  Papa's  anger  was  sharp,  but  soon  over ;  he  was 
very  fond  of  Philip,  and  delighted  in  a  love  affitur ;  but  she  was 
afraid  mamma  would  not  get  over  it  so  soon,  for  she  would  be 
excessively  hurt  and  grieved.  *  And  when  I  was  naughty,'  said 
Amy, '  nothing  ever  made  me  so  sorry  as  mamma's  kindness.' 

Guy  launched  out  into  more  schemes  for  facilitating  thdc 
nuirriage  than  ever  he  had  made  for  himself;  and  the  walk  ended 
with  extensive  castle  building  on  Philip's  account,  in  the  course 
of  which  Amy  was  obliged  to  become  much  less  displeased.  Guy 
told  her,  in  the  evening,  that  she  would  have  been  still  more 
softened  if  she  could  have  heard  him  talk  Stbout  Stylehurst  and 
his  father.  Guy  had  always  wished  to  hear  him  speak  of  the 
Archdeacon,  though  they  had  never  been  on  terms  to  enter  on 
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such  a  subject.  And  now  Philip  bad  been  much  pleased  by  Guy's 
account  of  bis  walks  to  Styleburst,  and  taken  pleasure  in  telluig 
wbicb  were  bis  old  baunts,  making  out  wbere  ^y  bad  been,  ana 
describing  bis  father's  ways. 

The  next  day  was  Sunday,  and  Amabel  was  to  pay  ber  cousin 
a  visit.  Guy  was  very  eager  about  it,  saying  it  was  like  a  stage 
in  bis  recovery ;  and  tbougb  tbe  tbougbt  of  ber  mother  and 
Laura  could  not  be  laid  aside,  she  would  not  say  a  word  to  damp 
ber  husband's  pleasure  in  tbe  anticipation.  It  seemed  as  if  Guy, 
wanting  to  bestow  aU  be  could  upon  bis  cousin  in  gratitude  for 
bis  newly-accorded  friendship,  thought  tbe  sight  of  &  little  wife 
tbe  very  best  thing  be  bad  to  give. 

It  was  a  beautiful  day,  early  in  September,  with  a  little 
autumnal  freshness  in  tbe  mountain  breezes  that  they  enjoyed 
exceedingly.  Philip's  convalescence,  and  their  own  escape,  might 
be  considered  as  so  far  decided  that  they  might  look  back  on  the 
peril  as  past.  Amabel  felt  bow  much  cause  there  was  for  thank* 
fulness ;  and,  after  all,  Philip  was  not  half  as  bad  now  as  when 
be  was  maintaining  bis  system  of  concealment ;  be  bad  made  a 
great  effort,  and  was  about  to  do  bis  best  by  way  of  reparation ; 
but  it  was  so  new  to  ber  to  pity  him,  that  she  did  not  know  how 
to  begin. 

She  tried  to  make  the  day  seem  as  Sunday-like  as  she  could, 
by  putting  on  ber  white  muslin  dress  and  white  ribbons,  with 
Cbfurles's  hair  bracelet,  and  a  brooch  of  beautiful  silver  workman- 
ship, which  Guy  had  bought  for  ber  at  Milan,  the  only  ornament 
be  had  ever  given  to  ber.  She  sat  at  her  window,  watching  tbe 
groups  of  Italians  in  their  holiday  costume,  and  dwelling  on  tbe 
strange  thoughts  that  bad  passed  through  her  mind  often  before 
in  her  lonely  Stmdays  in  this  foreign  land,  thinking  much  of  her 
old  home  and  East-hill  Church,  wondering  whether  tbe  letter 
bad  yet  arrived  which  was  to  free  them  from  anxiety,  and  losing 
herself  in  a  maze  of  uncomfortable  marvels  about  Laura. 

*  Now,  then,'  at  length  said  Guy,  entering,  '  I  only  hope  he 
has  not  knocked  himself  up  with  bis  prepara^ons,  for  be  woidd 
make  such  a  setting  to  rights,  that  I  told  him  I  could  almost 
fancy  he  expected  tbe  queen  instead  of  only  Dame  Amabel 
Morville.' 

He  led  her  down,  opened  the  door,  and  playfuUy  announced, 
*  Lady  Morville !  I  have  done  it  right  this  time.  Here  she 
is!' 

She  bad  of  course  expected  to  see  Philip  much  altered,  but 
she  was  startled  by  the  extent  of  tbe  change ;  for  being  naturally 
fair  and  high-coloured,  be  was  a  person  on  whom  tbe  traces  of 
illness  were  particularly  visible,    Tbe  colour  was  totally  gone^ 
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even  from  bis  lips;  his  cheeks  were  sunken,  his  brow  looked 
broader  and  more  massive  from  the  thinness  of  his  face  and  the 
loss  of  his  hair,  and  his  eyes  themselves  appeared  unlike  what 
thej  used  to  be  in  the  hollows  round  them.  He  seemed  tranquil, 
and  comfortable,  but  so  wan,  weak,  and  subdued,  and  so  different 
from  himself,  that  she  was  very  much  shocked ;  as  smiling  and 
holding  out  a  hand,  where  the  white  skin  seemed  hardly  to  cover 
the  bone  and  blue  vein,  he  said,  in  a  tone,  slow,  feeble,  and  languid, 
though  cheerful, — 

'  Good  morning.  Amy.  You  see  Guy  was  right,  after  all.  I 
am  sorry  to  have  made  your  wedding  tour  end  so  unpleasantly.* 

*Nay,  most  pleasantly,  since  you  are  better,'  said  Amabel, 
laughing,  because  she  was  almost  ready  to  cry,  and  her  dis* 
pleasure  went  straight  out  of  her  head. 

*  Are  you  doing  the  honours  of  my  room,  Guy  ?*  said  Philip, 
raising  his  head  from  the  pillow,  with  a  becoming  shade  of  hk 
ceremonious  courtesy.    *  Give  her  a  chair.' 

Amy  smiled  and  thanked  him,  while  he  lay  gazing  at  her  as  a 
sick  person  is  apt  to  do  at  a  flower,  or  the  first  pretty  enlivening 
object  from  which  he  is  able  to  derive  enjoyment ;  and  as  if  he 
could  not  help  expressing  the  feeling,  he  said— » 

*  Is  that  your  wedding-dress,  Amy  ?* 

'  Oh,  no ;  that  was  all  lace  and  finery.' 

'  You  look  so  nice  and  bridal ' 

'  There's  a  compliment  that  such  an  old  wife  ought  to  make 
the  most  of.  Amy,'  said  Guy,  looking  at  her  with  a  certain  proud 
satisfaction  in  Philip's  adnuration.  '  It  is  high  time  to  leave  off 
calling  you  a  bride,  after  your  splendid  appearance  at  the  party 
at  Munich,  in  all  your  whiteness  and  orange-flowers.' 

*  That  was  quite  enough  of  it,'  said  Amy,  smiling. 

'Not  at  all,'  said  Philip;  'you  have  aU  your  troubles  in  the 
visiting  line  to  comp,  when  you  go  home.' 

'  Ah !  you  know  the  people,  and  will  be  a  great  help  to  us,' 
said  Amy,  and  Guy  was  much  pleased  to  hear  her  taking  a  volun« 
tary  share  in  the  invitation,  knowing  as  he  did  that  she  only  half 
liked  it. 

'  Thank  you ;  we  shall  see,'  replied  Philip. 

*  Yes ;  we  shall  see  when  you  are  fit  for  the  journey,  and  it 
will  not  be  long  before  we  can  begin,  by  short  stages.  You  have 
got  on  wonderi^y  in  the  last  few  days.  How  do  you  think  he 
is  looking,  Amy  ?'  finished  Guy,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  that  was 
rather  amusing,  considering  what  a  pale  skeleton  face  he  was 
regarding  with  so  much  satisfaction. 

'  I  daresay  he  is  looking  much  mended,'  said  Amy ;  '  but  yoa 
must  not  expect  me  to  see  it»' 
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^  You  can't  get  a  complmient  for  me,  Guy,'  said  Philip.  *  I 
was  a  good  deal  surprised  when  Amaud  brought  me  the  glass  this 
morning.' 

'  It  is  a  pity  you  did  not  see  yourself  a  week  ago,'  said  Guy, 
shaking  his  .head  drolly.  ^  It  is  certain,  as  the  French  doctor 
says,  that  monsieur  has  a  very  rigorous  constitution.' 

'Charles  says,  having  a  good  constitution,  is  only  another 
name  for  undergoing  every  possible  malady,'  said  Amy. 

'  Bather  good,'  said  Guy ;  '  for  I  certamly  find  it  answer  yery"* 
well  to  have  none  at  all.' 

'  Haven't  you  ?'  said  Amy,  rather  startled. 

'  Or  how  m)  you  know  p'  said  Philip ;  '  especially  as  you  never 
were  ilL' 

'  It  is  a  dictum  of  old  Walters,  the  Moorworth  doctor,  the  last 
time  I  had  anything  to  do  with  him,  when  I  was  a  small  child. 
I  suppose  I  remembered  it  for  its  oracular  sound,  and  because  I 
was  not  intended  to  listen.  He  was  talking  over  with  Markham. 
some  illness  I  had  just  got  through,  and  wound  up  with, '  He 
may  be  healthy  and  active  now ;  but  he  has  no  constitution, 
there  is  a  tendency  to  low  fever,  and  if  he  meets  with  any  severe 
illness,  it  will  go  hard  with  him.' ' 

*  How  glad  I  am  I  did  not  know  that  before,'  cried  Amy. 
'  Did  you  remember  it  when  you  came  here  P'  said  Fhihp. 

'  Yes,'  said  Guy,  not  in  the  least  conscious  of  the  impression 
his  words  made  on  the  others.  '  By-the*bye,  Philip,  I  wish  yoa 
would  tell  us  how  you  fared  afiber  we  parted,  and  how  you  came 
here.' 

'  I  went  on  according  to  my  former  plan,'  said  Philip, '  walkings 
through  the  Yaltelline,  and  coming  down  by  a  mountain  path.. 
I  was  not  well  at  Bolzano,  but  I  thought  it  only  fatigue,  which  a 
Sunday's  rest  would  remove,  so  on  I  went  for  the  next  two  days, 
in  spite  of  pain  in  head  and  limbs.' 

*  Not  walking  ?'  said  Amy. 

*Yes,  walking.  I  thought  it  was  stiffiiess  from  mountain 
climbing,  and  that  I  could  walk  it  off;  but  I  never  wish  to  go 
through  anything  like  what  I  did  the  last  day,  between  the  upa 
and  downs  of  that  mountain  path,  and  the  dazzle  of  the  snow 
and  heat  of  the  sun.  I  meant  to  have  reached  Yicenza,  but  I 
must  have  been  quite  knocked  up  when  I  arrived  here,  though  I 
caxmot  tell.  My  head  grew  so  conAised,  that  my  dread,  all  the 
way,  was  that  I  should  forget  my  Italian ;  I  can  just  remember 
conning  a  phrase  over  and  over  again,  lest  I  should  lose  it.  I 
suppose  I  was  able  to  speak  when  I  came  here ;  but  the  last 
thing  I  remember  was  feeling  very  ill  in  some  room,  different 
from  this,  quite  alone,  and  with  a  horror  of  dying  deserted.    The 
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next  is  a  confuged  reooUectioii  of  the  relief  of  hearmg  English 
again,  and  s^ing  my  excellent  nurse  here.* 

There  was  a  little  more  talk,  hat  a  little  was  enough  for  Philip's 
feehle  voice,  and  Guy  soon  told  him  he  was  tired,  and  ordered  in 
his  hroth.  He  hegged  that  Amy  would  stay,  and  it  was  per* 
mitted  on  condition  that  he  would  not  talk,  Guy  even  cutting 
short  a  quotation  of, — *  As  Juno  hadheon  sick  and  he  her  dieter,' 
— appropriate  to  the  excellence  of  the  hroths,  which  Amabel  and 
her  maid,  thanks  to  their  experience  of  Charles's  fastidious  tastes, 
managed  to  devise  and  execute,  in  spite  of  bad  materials.  It  was 
no  small  merit  in  Ghiy  to  stop  the  compliment,  considering  how 
edified  he  had  been  by  his  wife's  unexpected  ingenuity,  and  what 
a  comical  account  he  had  written  of  it  to  her  mother,  such,  aa 
Amy  told  him,  deserved  to  be  published  in  a  book  of  good  advice 
to  young  ladies,  to  show  what  they  might  come  to  if  they  behaved 
well.  However,  she  was  glad  to  have  ocular  demonstration  of 
the  success  of  the  cookeir,  which  she  had  feared  might  turn  out 
uneatable ;  and  her  gentle  feelings  towards  Philip  were  touched, 
hy  seeing  one  wont  to  be  full  of  independence  and  self-assertion, 
now  meek  and  helpless,  requiring  to  be  lifted,  and  propped  up 
with  pillows,  and  depending  entirely  and  thankfully  upon  Guy. 

When  he  had  heen  settled  and  made  comfortable,  they  read 
the  service ;  and  she  thought  her  hushand's  tones  had  never  heen 
so  sweet  as  now,  modulated  to  the  pitch  best  suited  to  the  sick« 
room,  and  with  the  peculiarly  beautiful  expression  he  always  gave 
such  reading.  It  was  the  lesson  from  Jeremiah,  on  the  (Afferent 
destiny  of  Josiah  and  his  sons,  and  he  read  that  verse,  '  Weep 
ye  not  for  the  dead,  neither  bemoan  him,  but  weep  sore  for  him 
that  goeth  away ;  for  he  shall  return  no  more,  nor  see  his  native 
country  ;*  with  so  remarkable  a  melancholy  and  beauty  in  his 
voice,  that  she  could  hardly  refrain  from  tears,  and  it  also 
greatly  struck  Philip,  who  had  been  so  near  *  returning  no 
more,  neither  seeing  his  native  country.' 

When  the  reading  was  over,  and  they  were  leaving  him  to 
rest,  while  they  went  to  dinner,  he  said,  as  he  wished  Amy 
good-bye,  '  Till  now  I  never  discovered  the  practical  advantage 
of  such  a  voice  as  Guy's.  There  never  was  such  a  one  for  a 
sick-room.  Last  week,  I  could  not  bear  any  one  else  to  speak 
at  all;  and  even  now,  no  one  else  could  have  read  so  tbat  I 
could  like  it.' 

•  Your  voice ;  yes,'  said  Amy,  after  they  had  returned  to  their 
own  sitthig-room.  '  I  want  to  hear  it  very  much.  I  wonder 
when  you  will  sing  to  me  again.' 

'  Not  till  he  has  recovered  stren^h  to  bear  tbe  infliction  with 
firmness,'  said  Gtiy ;  '  but  Amy,  I'U  tell  you  what  we  will  do,  if 
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you  are  sure  it  is  good  for  you«    He  will  have  a  good  hng 
sleep,  and  we  will  have  a  walk  on  the  green  hillocks.* 

Accordingly  they  wandered  in  the  cool  of  the  evening  on  the 
grassy  slopes  under  the  chesnut-trees,  making  it  a  Sun&y  walk, 
calm,  hright  and  meditative,  without  many  words,  but  those 
deep  and  grave,  *  such  as  their  walks  had  been  before  they  were 
married,'  as  Amabel  said* 

*  Better,'  he  answered. 

A  silence,  broken  by  her  asking,   'Bo  you  recollect  your 
melancholy  definition  of  happiness,  years  ago  P* 
'What  was  it  P* 

*  Gleams  from  another  world,  too  soon  eclipsed  or  forfeited* 
It  made  me  sad  then.    Do  you  hold  to  it  now  p' 

'Don't  you?' 

'  I  want  to  know  what  you  would  say  now  p' 

'  Gleams  from  another  world,  brightening  as  it  gets  nearer.* 

Amabel  repeated — 

Eyer  the  riohest,  tendereBt  glow, 

8et0  round  the  autumnal  aun ; 
But  their  sight  fiftOs,  no  heart  may  know 

The  bliaa  when  life  is  done. 

'  Old  age,'  she  added ;  '  that  seems  very  far  off.' 

'  Each  day  is  a  step,'  he  answered,  and  then  came  a  silence 
while  both  were  thinking  deeply. 

They  sat  down  to  r^  under  a  tree,  the  mountains  before 
them  with  heavy  dark  clouds  hanging  on  their  sides,  and  the 
white  crowns  clear  against  the  blue  sky,  a  perfect  stillness  on  all 
around,  and  the  red  glow  of  an  Italian  sunset  just  fading  away. 

'There  is  only  one  thing  wanting,'  said  Amy.  'You  may 
sing  now.  You  are  far  from  Philip's  hearing.  Suppose  we  chant 
this  afternoon's  psalms.' 

It  was  the  fifth  day  of  the  month,  and  the  psalms  seemed 
especially  suitable  to  their  thoughts.  Before  the  29th  vras 
finished,  it  was  beginning  to  grow  dark.  There  were  a  few  pale 
flashes  of  lightning  in  the  moimtains,  and  at  the  words  '  The 
voice  of  the  Lord  shaketh  the  wilderness,'  a  low  but  solemn  peal 
of  thunder  came  as  an  accompaniment. 

'  The  Lord  shall  give  his  people  the  blessing  of  peace.' 

The  full  sweet  melody  died  away,  but  the  echo  caught  it  up 
and  answered  like  the  chant  of  a  spirit  in  the  distance — '  The 
blessing  of  peace.' 

The  effect  was  too  solemn  and  mysterious  to  be  disturbed  by 
word  or  remark.  Guy  drew  her  arm  into  his,  and  they  turned 
homewards. 

They  had  some  distance  to  walk,  and  night  had  closed  in 
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before  they  reached  the  village,  but  was  onlj  more  lovely.  The 
thunder  rolled  solemnly  among  the  hills,  but  the  young  moon 
shone  in  marvellous  whiteness  on  thb  snowy  crowns,  casting 
fantastic  shadows  from  the  crags,  while  whole  showers  of  fire* 
ilies  were  falling  on  them  from  the  trees,  floating  and  glancing 
in  the  shade. 

*  It  is  a  pity  to  go  in,*  said  Amy«  But  Amaud  did  not  seem 
to  be  of  the  same  opinion :  he  came  out  to  meet  them  very 
anxiously,  expostulatii^  on  the  dangers  of  the  autumnal  dew ; 
and  Guy  owned  that  though  it  had  been  the  most  wonder^  and 
delightml  evening  he  had  ever  known,  he  was  rather  fatigued. 


CHAPTER  XXXni. 

From  darknefls  hero  and  dreariness. 

We  ask  not  full  ropose.— Chbishan  Tiab. 

IT  seemed  as  if  the  fatigue  which  Ouy  had  undergone  was 
going  to  make  itself  felt  at  last,  for  he  had  a  slight  head- 
ache the  next  morning,  and  seemed  dull  and  weary.  Both  he 
and  Amabel  sat  for  some  time  with  Philip,  and  when  she  went 
away  to  write  her  letters,  Philip  b^^  discussing  a  plan  which 
had  occurred  to  him  of  offering  himself  as  chief  of  the  constabu* 
lary  force  in  the  county  where  Eedclyffe  was  situated.  It  was 
an  office  which  would  suit  him  very  well,  and  opened  a  new 
hope  of  his  marriage,  and  he  proceeded  to  reckon  on  Lord  Thorn- 
dale's  interest,  coimting  up  all  the  magistrates  he  knew,  and 
talking  them  over  with  Q^uy,  who,  however,  did  not  know  enough 
of  his  own  neighbourhood  to  be  of  much  use ;  and  when  he  came 
upst^rs  a  little  after,  said  he  was  vexed  at  having  been  so 
stupid.  He  was  a&aid  he  had  seemed  unkind  and  indifferent. 
But  the  truth  was  that  he  was  so  heavy  and  drowsy,  that  he 
had  actually  fallen  twice  into  a  doze  while  Philip  was  talking. 

'  Of  course,*  said  Amy,  '  gentle  sleep  will  take  her  revenge  at 
last  for  your  calling  her  a  popular  delusion.  Lie  down,  let  her 
have  her  own  way,  and  you  will  be  good  for  something  by 
and  by.' 

He  took  her  advice,  slept  for  a  couple  of  hours,  and  awoke  a 
good  deal  refreshed,  so  that  though  his  head  still  ached,  he  was 
able  to  attend  as  usual  to  Philip  in  the  evening. 

He  did  not  waken  the  next  morning  till  so  late,  that  he  sprung 
up  in  consternation,  and  b^an  to  dress  in  haste  to  go  to  Philip ; 
but  presently  he  xsame  back  from  lus  dressing-room  with  a  hasty 
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uncertam  etep,  and  threw  himself  down  on  the  bed.  Amabel 
came  to  his  side  in  an  instant,  much  frightened  at  his  paleness, 
but  he  spoke  directly.  '  Only  a  fit  of  giddiness — ^it  is  going  off;' 
and  he  raised  himself,  but  was  obliged  to  lie  down  again 
directly. 

'  You  had  better  keep  quiet/  said  she.  *  Is  it  your  bead- 
acbeP' 

'  It  is  aching/  said  Guy,  and  she  put  her  hand  over  it. 

*  How  hot  and  throbbing !'  said  she.  *  Tou  must  have  cauebt 
cold  in  that  walk.  No,  cbn't  try  to  move ;  it  is  only  making 
it  worse.' 

*I  must  go  to  Philip,'  he  answered,  starting  up;  but  this 
brought  on  such  a  sensation  of  dizziness  and  faintness,  that  he 
sunk  back  on  the  pillow. 

'  No ;  it  is  of  no  use  to  fight  against  it,'  said  Amy,  as  soon  as 
he  was  a  little  betfer.  *  Never  mind  Philip,  I'll  go  to  him. 
You  must  keep  quiet,  and  I  will  get  you  a  cup  of  hot  tea.' 

As  he  lay  still,  she  had  the  comfort  of  seeing  him  somewhat 
revived ;  but  he  listened  to  her  persuasions  not  to  attempt  to 
move.  It  was  later  than  she  had  expected,  and  she  found  that 
breakfastwas  laid  out  in  the  next  room.  She  brought  him  some 
tea ;  but  he  did  not  seem  inclined  to  lift  his  head  to  drink  it ; 
and  begged  her  to  go  at  once  to  Philip,  fearing  he  must  be 
thinking  himself  strangely  forgotten,  and  giving  her  many 
directions  about  the  way  he  liked  to  be  waited  on  at  breakfast. 

Very  much  surprised  was  Philip  to  see  her  instead  of  her 
husband,  and  greatly  concerned  to  hear  that  Ghiy  was  not  well. 

'  Over-fatigue,'  said  he.  '  He  coxdd  not  but  feel  the  effects  of 
such  long-continued  exertion.'  Then,  after  an  interval,  during 
which  he  had  begun  breakfast,  with  many  apologies  for  letting 
her  wait  on  him,  he  said,  with  some  breaks,  /  Never  was  there 
such  a  nurse  as  he.  Amy ;  I  have  felt  much  more  than  I  can 
express,  especially  now.  You  will  never  have  to  complain  of  my 
ha^h  jud^ent  again !' 

*  It  is  too  much  for  you  to  talk  of  these  things,'  said  Amabel, 
moved  by  the  trembling  of  his  feeble  voice,  but  too  anxious  to 
return  to  her  husband  to  like  to  wait  even  to  hear  that  Philip's 
opinioD  had  altered.  It  required  much  self-command  not  to 
hurry,  even  by  manner,  her  cousin's  tardy,  languid  movements ; 
but  she  had  been  well  trained  by  Charles  in  waiting  on  sick 
breakfasts. 

When  at  length  she  was  able  to  escape,  she  found  that  Guy 
had  tmdressed,  and  gone  to  bed  again.  He  said  he  was  more 
comfortable,  and  desired  her  to  go  and  take  her  own  breakfast 
before  coming  back  to  him,  and  she  obeyed  as  well  as  she  could, 
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but  very  soon  was  again  with  him.  He  looked  flushed  and 
oppressed,  and  when  she  put  her  cool  hand  across  his  forehead, 
she  was  frightened  at  the  increased  throbbing  of  his  temples. 
^  Amy/  said  he,  looking  steadily  at  her, '  this  is  the  fever.' 
Without  answering,  she  drew  his  hand  into  hers,  and  felt  his 
pulse,  which  did  indeed  plainly  respond  fever.  Each  knew  that 
the  other  was  recollecting  what  he  had  said,  on  Sunday,  of  the 
doctor's  prediction,  and  Amy  knew  he  was  thinking  of  death ; 
but  all  that  passed  was  a  proposal  to  send  at  once  for  the  French 
physician.  Amabel  wrote  her  note  with  steadiness,  derived  from 
the  veiy  force  of  the  shock.  She  could  not  think ;  she  did  not 
know  whether  she  feared  or  hoped.  To  act  from  one  moment  to 
another  was  all  she  attempted,  and  it  was  well  that  her  imagina- 
tion did  not  open  to  be  appalled  at  her  own  situation — so  yo\mg, 
alone  with  the  charge  of  two  sick  men  in  a  foreij^n  country ;  her 
oousin,  indeed,  recovering,  but  helpless,  and  not  even  in  a  state 
to  afford  her  coimsel ;  her  husband  sickening  for  this  frightful 
fever,  and  with  more  than  ordinary  cause  for  apprehension,  even 
without  the  doctor's  prophecy,  when  she  thought  of  his  slight 
frame,  and  excitable  temperament,  and  that  though  never  as 
yet  tried  by  a  day's  illness,  he  certainly  had  more  spirit  than 
strength,  while  all  the  fatigue  he  had  been  undergoing  was  likely 
t6  teU  upon  him  now.  She  did  not  look  forward,  she  did  not 
look  round ;  she  did  not  hope  or  fear ;  she  trusted,  and  did  her 
best  for  each,  as  she  was  wanted,  trying  not  to  make  herself 
useless  to  both,  by  showing  that  she  wished  to  be  in  two  places 
at  once. 

It  was  a  day  sufficiently  distressing  in  itself  had  there  been 
no  further  apprehension,  for  there  was  the  restlessness  of  illness, 
working  on  a  character  too  active  and  energetic  to  acquiesce 
without  a  trial  in  the  certainty  that  there  was  no  remedy  for 
present  discomfort.  There  was  no  impatience  nor  rebellion 
against  the  illness  itself,  but  a  wish  to  try  one  after  another 
the  things  that  had  been  effective  in  relieving  Philip  during  his 
recovery.  At  the  same  time,  he  could  not  bear  that  Amabel 
should  do  anything  to  tire  herself,  and  was  very  anxious  that 
Philip  should  not  be  neglected.  He  tossed  from  one  side  to  the 
other  in  burning  oppression  or  cold  chills ;  Amy  saw  him  looking 
wistful,  suggested  something  by  way  of  alleviation,  then  found 
he  had  been  wishing  for  it,  but  refraining  from  asking  in  order 
to  spare  her,  and  that  he  was  sorry  when  she  procured  it.  Again 
and  again  this  happened ;  she  smoothed  the  coverings,  and  shook 
up  the  pillow :  he  would  thank  her,  look  at  her  anxiously,  beg 
her  not  to  exert  herself,  but  soon  grew  restless,  and  the  whole 
was  repeated. 
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At  last  she  was  trying  to  arrange  the  coverings,  he  exclaimed, — 

*  I  see  how  it  is.  This  is  impatience.  Now,  I  will  not  stir 
for  an  hour,'  and  as  he  made  the  resolution,  he  smiled  at  treating 
himself  so  like  a  child.  His  power  of  self-restraint  came  to  his 
aid,  and  long  hefore  the  hour  was  over  he  had  fallen  asleep. 

This  was  a  relief;  jet  that  oppressed,  flushed,  discomposed 
slumher,  and  heavy  breathings,  only  confirmed  her  fears  that 
the  fever  had  gained  full  possession  of  him.  She  had  not  the 
heart  to  write  such  tidings,  at  least  till  the  physician  should 
have  made  them  too  certain,  nor  could  she  even  bear  to  use  the 
word '  feverish,'  in  her  answers  to  the  anxious  inquiries  Philip 
made  whenever  she  went  into  his  room,  though,  when  he  averted 
tua  &ce  with  a  heavy  sigh,  she  knew  his  condusion  was  the  same 
as  her  own. 

The  opinion  of  the  physician  was  the  only  thing  wanting  to 
bring  home  the  certainty,  and  that  fell  on  her  like  lead  in  the 
evening ;  with  one  comfort,  however,  that  he  thought  it  a  less 
severe  case  than  the  former  one.  It  was  a  great  reUef,  too,  that 
there  was  no  wandering  of  mind,  only  the  extreme  drowsiness 
and  oppression ;  and  when  Guy  was  roused  by  the  doctor's  visit, 
he  was  as  clear  and  collected  as  possible,  making  inquiries  and 
remarks,  and  speaking  in  a  particularlv  calm  and  quiet  4nanner. 
As  soon  as  the  doctor  was  gone,  he  looked  up  to  Axnabel,  saying, 
with  his  own  smile,  only  very  dim, — 

*  It  would  be  of  no  use,  and  it  would  not  be  true,  to  say  I 
had  rather  you  did  not  nurse  me.  The  doctor  hopes  there  is  not 
much  danger  of  infection,  and  it  is  too  late  for  precautions.' 

'  I  am  very  glad,'  said  Amy. 

'But  you  must  be  wise,  and  not  hurt  yourself.  TVlll  you 
promise  me  not  to  sit  up  ?' 

'  It  is  very  kind  of  you  to  tell  me  nothing  worse,*  said  she, 
with  a  sad  submissiveness. 

He  smiled  again.  *  I  am  very  sorry  for  you,'  he  said,  looking 
very  tenderly  at  her.  '  To  have  us  both  on  your  hands  at  once ! 
But  it  comes  straight  from  Heaven,  that  is  one  comfort,  and  you 
made  up  your  mind  to  such  things  when  you  took  me.' 

Sadness  in  his  eye,  a  sweet  smile  on  ^is  lip,  and  serenity  on 
his  brow,  joined  with  the  fevered  cheek,  the  air  of  lassitude,  and 
the  panting,  oppressed  breath,  there  was  a  strange,  melancholy 
beauty  about  him ;  and  while  Amy  felt  an  impulse  of  ardent, 
clinging  affection  to  one  so  precious  to  her,  there  was  joined  with 
it  a  sort  of  awe  and  veneration  for  one  who  so  spoke,  looked, 
and  felt.  She  hung  over  him,  and  sprinkled  him  with  Eau-de- 
Cologne  ;  then  as  his  hair  teased  him  by  falling  into  his  eyes,  he 
asked  her  to  cut  the  front  lock  off.    There  was  something  sad 


THE  HEIB  OF  KEDLCTFFfi.  385 

in  doing  this,  for  that  '  tmnhk-down  wave/  as  Charlotte  called 
it,  was  rather  a  &vourite  of  Amy's ;  it  always  seemed  to  have 
BO  much  sympathy  with  his  moo^,  and  it  was  as  if  parting  with 
it  was  resigning  him  to  a  long  illness.  However,  it  was  too 
trouhlesome  not  to  go,  and  he  looked  amused  at  the  care  with 
which  she  folded  up  the  glossy,  hrown  wave,  and  treasured  it  in 
her  dressing-case,  tiien  she  r^  to  him  a  few  verses  of  a  psalm, 
and  he  soon  fell  into  another  doze. 

There  was  little  more  of  event,  day  after  day.  The  fever 
never  ran  as  high  as  in  Philip's  case,  and  there  was  no  delirium^ 
There  was  almost  constant  torpor,  but  when  for  any  short  space 
he  was  thoroughly  awakened,  his  mind  was  perfectly  clear,  though 
he  spoke  little,  and  then  only  on  the  subject  immediately  pre^ 
sented  to  him.  There  he  lay  for  one  quiet  hour  afber  another, 
while  Amy  sat  by  him,  with  as  little  consciousness  of  time  as  he 
had  himself,  looking  neither  forward  nor  backward,  only  to  the 
present,  to  give  him  drink,  bathe  his  face  and  hands,  arrange  his 
pillows,  or  read  or  repeat  some  soothing  verse.  It  always  was  a 
surprise  when  meal  times  summoned  her  to  attend  to  Philip, 
when  she  was  asked  for  the  letters  for  the  post,  when  evening 
twilight  gathered  in,  or  when  she  had  to  leave  the  night-watch 
to  Amaud,  and  go  to  bed  in  the  adjoining  room. 

This  was  a  great  trial,  but  he  would  not  allow  her  to  sit  up  * 
and  her  own  sense  showed  her  that  if  this  was  to  be  a  long 
illness,  it  would  not  do  to  waste  her  strength.  She  knew  he 
was  quiet  at  night,  and  her  trustful  temper  so  calmed  and  sup- 
ported  her,  that  she  was  able  to  sleep,  and  thus  was  not  as  liable 
to  be  overworked  as  might  have  been  feared,  and  as  Philip 
thought  she  must  be. 

She  always  appeared  in  his  room  with  her  sweet  face  mournful 
and  anxious,  but  never  ruffled,  or  with  any  air  of  haste  or  dis- 
comfiture, desirous  as  she  was  to  return  to  her  husband ;  for, 
though  he  frequently  sent  her  to  take  care  of  herself  or  of 
Philip,  she  knew  that  while  she  was  away  he  always  grew  more 
restless  and  uncomfortable,  and  his  look  of  relief  at  her  re-entrance 
said  as  much  to  her  as  a  hundred  complaints  of  her  absence  would 
have  done. 

Philip  was  in  the  meantime  sorely  tried  by  being  forced  to  be 
entirely  inactive  and  dependent,  wnile  he  saw  Amabel  in  such 
need  of  assistance ;  and  so  far  from  being  able  to  requite  Guy's 
care,  he  could  only  look  on  himself  as  the  cause  of  their  distress, 
and  an  addition  to  it — a  burthen  instead  of  a  help.  If  he  had 
been  told  a  little  while  ago  what  would  be  the  present  state  of 
things,  he  would  almost  have  laughed  the  speaker  to  scorn.  He 
would  have  thought  a  child  as  competent  as  Amy  to  the  sole 
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inanagement  of  two  fekk  persons,  and  he  not  able  either  to  advise 
or  cheer  her.  Yet  he  could  not  see  anything  went  wrong  thai 
depended  on  her.  His  oomforts  were  so  cared  for,  that  he  waa 
often  sorry  she  shonld  have  troubled  herself  about  them;  and 
though  he  could  have  httle  of  her  company,  he  never  was  allowel 
to  feel  himself  deserted.  Anne,  Amaud,  the  old  Itdian  nurse,  or 
Amy  herself,  were  easily  summoned,  and  gave  him  Ml  care  and 
attention. 

He  was,  however,  necessarily  a  good  deal  alone ;  and  though 
his  cousin's  books  were  at  his  disposal,  eyes  and  head  were  too 
weak  for  reading,  and  he  was  left  a  prey  to  his  own  thoughta. 
His  great  comfit  was,  that  Guy  was  less  iU  than  he  had  beeo. 
himself,  and  that  there  was  no  present  danger;  otherwise,  he 
could  never  have  endured  the  conviction  that  all  had  been  caused 
by  his  own  imprudence.  Impnidenoe !  Philip  wss  brought  very 
low  to  own  that  such  a  word  i^lied  to  him,  yet  it  woi^d  hare 
been  well  for  him  had  th^t  been  the  chief  bur&en  on  his  mind. 
Was  it  only  an  ordinary  service  of  friendship  and  kindred  that 
Guy  had,  at  ihe  peril  of  his  own  life,  rendered  him  ?  Was  it 
not  a  positive  return  of  good  for  evil?  Yes,  evil!  He  now 
called  that  evil,  or  at  least  harshness  and  hastiness  in  judgment, 
which  he  had  hitherto  deemed  true  friendship  and  oonsidmtion 
for  Guy  and  Amy.  Every  feeling  of  distrust  and  jealousy  had 
been  gradually  softening  since  his  recovery  began ;  gratitude  had 
done  much,  and  dismay  at  Guy's  illness  did  more.  It  would 
have  been  noble  and  generous  in  Guy  to  act  as  he  had  done,  had 
Philip's  surmises  been  correct,  and  this  he  began  to  doubt,  though 
it  was  his  only  justification,  and  even  to  wish  to  lose  it.  He  luid 
rather  believe  Guy  blameless.  He  would  do  so,  if  possible ;  aad 
he  resolved,  on  the  first  opportunity  to  beg  him  to  give  him  one 
last  assurance  that  all  was  right,  and  impHdtly  believe  him. 
But  how  was  it  possible  again  to  assume  to  be  a  ruler  and  judge 
over  Guy  after  it  was  known  how  egregiously  he  himsdf  had 
erred  P  There  was  shame,  sorrow,  s^-humiliation,  and  anxiety 
wherever  he  turned,  and  it  was  no  wonder  that  depression  of 
spirits  retarded  his  recovery.  | 

It  was  not  till  the  tenth  day  after  Ghiy's  illness  had  begun       i 
that  Philip  was  able  to  be  dressed,  and  to  come  into  the  next 
room,  where  Amabel  had  promised  to  dine  with  him.    As  he  lay 
on  the  SO&,  she  thought  he  looked  even  more  ill  than  in  bed,  the 
change  from  his  former  appearance  being  rendered  more  visibLe,       ' 
and  his  great  height  making  him  look  the  more  thin.     He  was      i 
apparently  exhauirted  with  the  exertion  of  dressing,  for  he  was      , 
very  silent  all  dinner-time,  though  Amabel  could  have  better      j 
talked  to-day  than  for  some  time  pasty  since  Gny  had  had  some 
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Tefreshing  sleep,  was  decidedly  less  feverish,  seemed  better  for 
nourishing  food,  and  said  that  he  wanted  nothing  but  a  puff  of 
EedclyfTe  wind  to  make  him  well,  fie  was  plea^d  to  hear  of 
Philip's  step  in  recovery,  and  altogether.  Amy  was  cheered  and 
happy. 

She  lefb  her  cousin  as  soon  as  dinner  was  over,  and  did  not 
«ome  to  him  again  for  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half.    Sb.e  was  then 
surprised  to  find  him  finishing  a  letter,  resiang  bis  head  on  one 
hand,  and  looking  wan,  weary,  and  very  unhappy. 
'  Have  you  come  to  letter  writing  ?' 

'  Yes,'  he  answered,  in  a  worn,  dejected  tone,  -'  I  must  ask  you 
to  direct  this.     I  can't  make  it  legU>le.' 

No  wonder,  so  much  did  his  hand  tremble,  as  he  held  out  the 
envelope. 

'  To  your  aster  ?'  she  asked. 

'  No  ;  to  yours.  I  never  wrote  to  her  before.  There's  one 
enclosed  to  your  father,  to  tell  all.' 

'  I  am  glad  you  have  done  it,'  answered  Amy,  in  a  qiuet  tone 
of  sincere  congratulation.  '  You  will  be  better  now  it  is  off  your 
mind.  But  how  tired  you  are.  You  must  go  back  to  bed.  Shall 
IcallAmaud?' 

'  I  must  rest  first' — ^and  his  voice  fieulinfl;,  he  laid  back  on  the 
sofii,  closed  his  eyes,  turned  ashy  pale,  and  became  so  faint  that 
she  could  not  leave  him,  and  was  obliged  to  apply  every  restora- 
tive within  reach  before  she  oould  bnng  him  back  to  a  state  of 
tolerable  comfort. 

The  next  minute  her  work  was  nearly  undone,  when  Anne 
came  in  to  ask  for  the  letters  for  the  post.  '  Shall  I  send  yours  F' 
asked  Amy. 

He  muttered  an  assent.  But  when  she  looked  back  to  him 
after  speaking  to  Anne,  she  saw  a  tremulous,  almost  convulsed 
working  of  &e  closed  eyes  and  mouth,  while  the  thin  hands 
were  clenched  together  with  a  force  contrasting  with  the  help- 
less manner  in  which  they  had  hung  a  moment  before.  She 
guessed  at  the  intensity  of  anguish  it  must  cost  a  temper  so 
proud,  a  heart  of  so  strong  a  mould,  and  feelings  so  deep,  to  take 
the  first  irrevocable  step  in  self-humiliation,  giving  up  into  the 
hands  of  others  the  engagement  that  had  hitberto  been  the 
cherished  treasure  of  his  hfe ;  and  above  all,  in  eiqK)sing  Laura 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  penalty  of  the  fault  into  which  he  had 
led  her.  '  Oh,  for  Guy  to  comfort  him,'  thought  she,  feeling 
herself  entirely  incompetent,  dreading  to  intrude  on  his  feelings^ 
yettihinldng  it  unkind  to  go  away  wShout  one  sypathisingword^ 
when  he  was  in  such  distress. 

'You  will  be  glad,  in  time/  at  la^t  Ahe  aaid. 

oc2 
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He  made  no  answer. 

She  held  the  stimulants  to  him  again,  and  tried  to  arrange 
tiim  more  comfortably. 

'  Thank  you/  at  last  he  said.     '  How  is  Guy  p' 

'  He  has  just  had  another  nice  quiet  sleep,  and  is  quite  re- 
freshed.' 

'  That  is  a  blessing,  at  least.  But  does  not  he  want  you  ?  X 
have  been  keeping  you  a  long  time  ?' 

'  Thank  you  ;  as  he  is  awake,  I  should  like  to  go  back.  Yoa 
are  better  now.' 

*  Yes,  while  I  don't  move.' 

'  Don't  try.  I'll  send  Amaud,  and  as  soon  as  you  can,  you 
had  better  go  to  bed  again.' 

Guy  was  still  awake^  and  able  to  hear  what  she  had  to  tell 
him  about  Philip. 

*  Poor  fellow  !'  said  he.     *  We  must  try  to  soften  it.' 

'  Shall  I  write  ?'  said  Amy.  '  Mamma  will  be  pleased  to  heai' 
of  his  having  told  you,  and  they  must  be  sorry  for  him,  when 
they  hear  how  much  the  letter  cost  him.' 

'  Ah !  they  will  not  guess  at  half  his  sorrow.' 

'  I  will  write  to  papa,  and  send  it  after  the  other  letters,  so 
that  he  may  read  it  before  he  hears  of  Philip's.' 

*  Poor  Laura !'  said  Guy.  *  Could  not  you  write  a  note  to  hei* 
too  ?  I  want  her  to  be  told  that  I  am  very  sorry,  if  I  ever  gave 
her  pain  by  speaking  thoughtlessly  of  him.' 

*  Nay,'  said  Amy  smiling,  *  you  have  not  much  to  reproach 
yourself  with  in  that  way.     It  was  I  that  always  abused  him.' 

*  You  can  never  do  so  again  ?' 

*  No ;  I  don't  think  I  can,  now  I  have  seen  his  sorrow.' 
Amabel  was  quite  in  spirits,  as  she  brought  her  writing  to  his 

bedside,  and  read  her  sentences  to  him  as  she  composed  the  letter 
to  her  father,  while  he  suggested  and  approved.  It  was  a  treat 
indeed  to  have  him  able  to  consult  with  her  once  more,  and  he 
looked  so  much  relieved  and  so  much  better,  that  she  felt  as  if 
it  was  the  beginning  of  real  improvement,  though  still  his  pulse 
was  fast,  and  the  fever,  though  lessened,  was  not  gone. 

The  letter  was  almost  as  much  his  as  her  own,  and  he  ended 
his  dictation  thus :  '  Say  that  I  am  sure  that  if  I  get  better  we 
may  make  arrangements  for  their  marriage.' 

Then,  as  Amy  was  finishing  the  letter  with  her  hopes  of  his 
amendment,  he  added,  speaking  to  her,  and  not  dictating — '  If 
pot,' — she  shrank  and  shivered,  but  did  not  exclaim,  for  he  looked 
90  calm  and  happy  that  she  did  not  like  to  interrupt  him — '  If 
not,  you  know,  it  will  be  very  easy  to  put  the  money  matters  to 
rights,  whatever  may  happen.' 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

Sir, 

It  ia  your  fault  I  have  loved  PoBthumus ; 
You  bred  him  as  my  playfellow ;  and  he  is 
A  man  worth  any  woman,  over-buys  me 
Almost  the  sum  he  pays. — CTMBSUm* 

THE  first  tidings  of  Philip's  illness  arrived  at  HoUjweU  one 
morning  at  breakfast,  and  were  thus  announced  hj 
Charles — 

'  There !    So  he  has  been  and  gone  and  done  it,' 

'What?    Who?    Not  Guy?'. 

*  Here  has  the  Captain  gone  and  caught  a  regular  bad  fever, 
in  some  malaria  hole ;  delirious,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  and 
of  course  our  wise  brother  and  sister  must  needs  go  and  nurse 
him,  by  way  of  a  pretty  little  interlude  in  their  wedding  tour !' 

Laura's  voice  alone  was  unheard  in  the  chorus  of  inquiry.  She 
sat  cold,  stiff,  and  silent,  devouring  with  her  ears  each  reply,  that 
fell  like  a  death-blow,  while  she  was  mechanically  continuing  the 
occupations  of  breakfast.  When  all  was  told,  she  hurried  to  her 
own  room,  but  the  want  of  sympathy  was  becoming  intolerable. 
If  Amabel  had  been  at  home,  she  must  have  told  her  all.  There 
yras  no  one  else ;  and  the  misery  to  be  endured  in  silence  was 
dreadful.  Her  dearest — ^her  whole  ioy  and  hope — suffering, 
dying,  and  to  h^ar  all  round  her  speakmg  of  him  with  kindness, 
inde^  but  what  to  her  seemed  indifference ;  blaming  him  for 
wilfulness,  saying  he  had  drawn  it  on  himself, — ^it  seemed  to 
drive  her  wild.  She  conjured  up  pictures  of  his  sufferings,  and 
dreaded  Guy's  inexperience,  the  want  of  medical  advice,  imagin- 
ing everything  that  was  terrible.  Her  idol,  to  whom  her  whole 
soul  was  devoted,  was  passing  from  her,  and  no  one  pitied  her ; 
while  the  latent  consciousness  of  disobedience  debarred  her  from 
gaining  solace  from  the  only  true  source.  All  was  blank  desola* 
tion — a  wild  agony,  untempered  by  resignation,  uncheered  by 
prayer ;  for  though  she  did  pray,  it  was  without  trust,  without 
hope,  while  her  wretchedness  was  rendered  more  overwhelming 
by  her  efforts  to  conceal  it.  These  were  so  far  ineffectual  that 
no  one  could  help  perceiving  that  she  was  extremely  unhappy ; 
but  then  all  the  family  knew  she  was  very  fond  of  Philip,  and 
neither  her  mother  nor  brother  could  be  surprised  at  her  distress, 
though  it  certainly  appeared  to  them  excessive.  Mrs.  Edmon* 
stone  was  very  sorry  for  her,  and  very  affectionate  and  consir 
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derate ;  but  Laura  was  too  much  absorbed  in  her  own  feelings^ 
to  perceive  or  to  be  grateful  for  her  kindness ;  and  as  each  dajr 
brought  a  no  better  report,  her  despair  became  so  engrossing' 
that  she  could  not  attempt  any  employment.  She  wandered  in 
the  garden,  sat  in  dreamy  fits  of  silence  in  the  house,  and  at  last, 
after  receiving  onA  of  the  worst  accounts,  sat  up  in  her  dressing- 
gown  the  whole  of  one  night,  in  one  duD,  heavy,  motionless^ 
trance  of  misery. 

She  recollected  that  she  must  act  ber  part,  dressed  in  the 
morning  and  came  down ;  but  her  looks  were  ghastly ;  she  tasted 
no  food,  and  as  soon  as  possible  left  the  breaJkfast  xoom.  Her 
mother  was  going  in  quest  of  her  when  old  nurse  came  with  an 
anxious  face  to  say, — '  Ma'am,  I  am  afraid  Miss  Edmonstone 
must  be  very  ill,  or  something.  Do  you  know,  ma'am,  ber  bed 
has  not  been  slept  in  all  night  ?' 

'  Ton  don't  say  so,  nurse  l* 

'  Yes,  ma'am,  Jane  told  me  so,  and  I  went  to  look  myself* 
Poor  child,  she  is  half  distracted  about  Master  Philip,  and  no 
wonder,  for  they  w^e  always  together ;  but  I  thought  you  oughtr 
to  know,  ma'am,  for  she  wiU  maJEe  herself  ill,  to  a  certaiBty.' 

*  I  am  going  to  see  about  her  this  moment,  nurse,'  said  Mn. 
Edmonstone ;  and  presently  she  found  Laura  wandoring  up  aoeid 
down  the  shady  walk,  in  the  restlessness  of  her  despair. 

*  Laura^  deaiest,'  said  she,  putting  her  arm  round  her,  *  I  can- 
not bear  to  see  you  so  unhi^py.' 

Laura  did  not  answer;  for  though  solitude  was  oppressive^ 
every  one's  presence  was  a  burthen. 

^Icaxmot  think  it  right  to  give  way  thus,*  contbraed  her 
mother.    *  Did  you  really  sit  up  all  night,  my  poor  child  ?* 

*  I  don't  know.    They  did  so  with  him !' 

^My  dear,  this  will  never  do.  You  are  making  yourself  seri* 
ously  unwell.' 

*  I  wish — ^I  wish  I  was  ill ;  I  wish  I  was  dying !'  broke  inaa 
Laura,  almost  unconsciously,  in  a  hoarse,  inward  voiee. 

*  My  dear !  You  don't  know  what  you  are  saying.  Yon  for<» 
get  that  this  self-abandonment,  and  extravagant  grief  would  be 
wrong  in  any  one ;  and,  if  nothing  eke,  the  disf^y  is  nnbeoom* 
ing  in  you.' 

Laura's  over-wrought  feehngs  could  bear  no  more,  and  in  a 
tone  which,  though  too  vehement  to  be  addressed  to  a  parent, 
had  in  it  an  agony  which  almost  excused  it,  by  showing  havr 
unable  she  was  to  restrain  herself  she  broke  forth : — ^  Unbecom«» 
ing !  Who  has  a  right  to  grieve  for  him  but  me  P — ^his  own, 
his  chosen, — ^the  only  one  who  can  love  him,  or  understand  him/ 
Her  voice  died  away  in  a  sob,  thoiigh  without  tears.' 
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Her  mother  lieard  the  wordsy  but  did  not  take  in  their  fall 
xneamng;  and,  believii]^  that  Laura's  nndeyeloped  affection  had 
led  her  to  this  uncontrolled  grief,  she  q>oke  again,  with  coldnesB, 
intended  to  xonse  her  to  a  senae  that  ^  was  oompromising  her 
womanly  dignity. 

*  Take  care,  Laura ;  a  woman  has  no  right  to  speak  in  such  a 
manner  of  a  man  who  haa  givon  her  no  reaaon  to  heEeye  in  his 
preference  of  her.' 

'Prefereneel  It  is  hia  love! — his  loTel  His  whole  heart! 
The  one  thing  that  was  predoaa  to  me  in  this  woiM !  Prefiep* 
enee !    Yon  little  goess  what  we  hare  £^  for  each  other!' 

*  Laura !'  Mrs.  Edmonstone  stood  still,  oTexpoweied.  *  What 
do  you  mean  P'     She  could  not  put  the  question  more  plainly. 

*  What  have  I  done  ?'  cried  Laura.  '  I  hare  betrayed  hun  I* 
she  answered  herKlf  in  a  tone  of  dei^wir,  as  she  hid  her  &ce  in 
her  hands ;  ^betrayed  him  when  he  is  dying !' 

Her  mother  was  too  much  shocked  to  speak  in  the  sofb  reh]i> 
tant  manner  in  which  she  was  wont  to  reprove. 

'  Laura,'  said  she,  '  I  must  understand  this.  What  has  paaaed 
between  you  and  Philip  ?' 

Laura  only  replied  by  a  flood  of  tears,  ungovernable  from  the 
exhaustion  of  sleeplessness  and  want  of  food.  Mrs.  Edmonstone's 
kindness  returned ;  she  soothed  her,  begged  her  to  control  her- 
self«  and  at  length  brought  her  into  the  house,  and  up  to  the 
dreasingHToom,  where  she  sank  on  the  sofa,  weeping  violently. 
It  was  the  reaction  of  the  long  restraint  she  had  been  exercising 
on  herself,  and  the  silence  she  had  been  maintaining.  She  was 
not  feeling  the  hmniHation,  her  own  acknowledgment  of  dis- 
obedience, but  of  the  horror  of  being  fioroed  to  reveal  the  secret 
be  had  left  in  her  charge. 

Long  did  she  weep,  breaking  oat  moie  piteoasly  at  each  at* 
tempt  of  her  mother  to  lead  her  to  e^lain.  Poor  Mrs.  Edmon- 
stone was  alarmed  and  perplexed  beyond  measure ;  this  half  con- 
feadott  had  so  overthrown  all  her  ideas  that  ahe  was  ready  to 
apprehend  everything  most  improbable,  and  almost  expected  to 
hear  of  a  private  marriage.  Her  presence  seemed  only  to  make 
Laura  worse,  and  at  length  she  sasd, — ^  1  shall  leave  yon  for  half 
an  hour,  in  hopes  that  by  that  time  you  may  have  recovered 
yourself,  and  be  able  to  give  the  explanation  whidi  I  require.^ 

She  went  into  her  own  room,  and  waited,  with  her  eyes  on 
her  watch,  a  prey  to  every  strange  alarm  and  anticipatiim,  grie> 
vously  hurt  at  this  want  of  confidence,  and  wounded,  where  she 
least  expected  it,  by  both  daughter  and  nephew.  She  thought, 
guessed,  recollected,  wondered,  tormented  herself,  and  at  the  last 
of  the  thirty  minutes,  hastily  opened  the  door  into  the  dressing- 
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room.  Laura  sat,  as  before,  crouched  up  in  the  comer  of  the 
wide  sofa ;  and  when  she  raised  her  fiioe,  at  her  mother's  entrance, 
it  was  bewildered  rather  than  embarrassed. 

*  Well,  Laura  P'  She  waited  unanswered ;  and  the  wretched- 
ness of  the  look  so  touched  her,  that,  kissing  her,  she  said, 

•  Surely,  my  dear,  you  need  not  be  afraid  to  tell  me  anything  ?* 

.  Laura  did  not  respond  to  the  kindness,  but  asked,  looking 
perplexed,  '  What  have  I  said  P  Have  I  told  it  P' 
.'  '  What  p  You  have  given  me  reason  to  believe,'  said  Mrs. 
Edmonstone,  trying  to  bring  herself  to  speak  it  explicitly,  *  that 
you  think  Philip  is  attached  to  you.  You  do  not  deny  it.  Let 
sne  know  on  wluit  terms  you  stuid.' 

Without  looking  up,  she  murmured,  ^  K  you  would  not  force 
It  from  me  at  such  a  time.' 

'  Laura,  it  is  for  your  own  good.  You  are  wretched  now,  my 
poor  child ;  why  not  reheve  yourself  by  telling  all  p  If  you 
have  not  acted  openly,  can  you  have  any  comfort  till  you  have 
confessed  p  It  may  be  a  painful  effort,  but  relief  will  come 
afterwards.' 

'  I  have  nothing  to  confess,'  said  Laura.  *  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  you  think.' 

*  No  engagement  P' 
•No.' 

*  Then  what  am  I  to  understand  by  your  exclamations  P' 

.  ' It  is  no  engagement,'  repeated  Laura.  'He  would  never 
have  asked  that  without  papa's  consent.  We  are  only  bound 
hy  our  own  hearts.' 

•  *  And  you  have  a  secret  understanding  with  him  P' 

'  We  have  never  written  to  each  other ;  we  have  never  dreamed 
of  any  intercourse  that  could  be  called  clandestine.  He  would 
scorn  it.   He  waited  only  for  his  promotion,  to  declare  it  to  papa.* 

*  And  how  long  has  it  been  declared  to  you  P' 

*  Ever  since  the  first  summer  €hiy  was  here.' 

•  '  Three  years !'  exclaimed  her  mother.  *  You  have  kept  this 
from  me  three  years !   O  Laura !' 

'  It  was  of  no  use  to  speak !'  said  Laura,  fiiintly. 

If  she  had  looked  up,  she  would  have  seen  those  words, '  no  use,' 
cut  her  mother  more  deeply  than  all ;  but  there  was  only  coldness 
in  the  tone  of  the  answer,  *  No  use  to  inform  your  parents,  before 
you  pledged  your  affections  !* 

'  Inde^  mamma,'  said  Laura, '  I  was  sure  that  you  knew  his 
worth.' 

*  Worth!  when  he  was  teaching  you  to  live  in  a  course  of 
insincerity  p  Your  father  will  be  deeply  hurt.' 

'Papa!   Oh,  you  must  not  tell  him!  Now,  I  have  betrayed 
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him,  indeed!  Oh,  mj  wedkness !'  and  another  paroxysm  of  tears 
came  on. 

'  Laura,  you  seem  to  think  you  owe  nothing  to  any  one  hut 
Philip,  You  forget  you  are  a  daughter!  that  you  have  heen 
keeping  up  a  system  of  disohedienoe  and  concealment,  of  which 
I  could  not  have  heheyed  a  child  of  mine  could  be  capable. 
0  Laura,  how  you  have  abused  our  confidence !' 

Laura  was  touched  by  the  sorrow  of  her  tone ;  and,  throwing 
her  anns  round  her  neck,  sobbed  out,  *  You  will  forgave  me,  only 
forgive  him !' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  softened  in  a  moment.  *  Forgive  you, 
my  poor  child!  You  have  been  very  unhappy!'  and  she  kissed 
her,  with  many  tears. 

'  Must  you  tell  papa  ?'  whispered  Laura. 

'  Judge  for  vourself,  Laura.  Could  I  know  such  a  thing,  and 
hide  it  from  lum  P' 

Laura  ceased,  seeing  her  determined,  and  yielded  to  her  pity, 
allowing  herself  to  be  nursed  as  she  required,  so  exhausted  was  she. 
She  was  laid  on  the  sofa,  and  made  comfortable  with  pillows,  in  her 
mother's  gentlest  way.  When  Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  called  away, 
Laura  held  her  dress,  saying,  *  You  are  kind  to  me ;  but  you  must 
forgive  him.     Say  you  have  forgiven  him,  mamma,  dearest  P' 

*  My  dear,  in  the  grave  all  things  are  foi^ven.' 

She  could  not  help  saying  So ;  but,  feelmg  as  if  she  had  been 
cruel,  she  added,  *  I  mean,  whde  he  is  so  ill,  we  cannot  enter  on  such 
a  matter.  I  am  very  sorry  for  you,'  proceeded  she,  still  arranging 
for  Laura's  ease;  then  kissing  her,  hoped  she  would  sleep,  and 
left  her. 

Sympathy  was  a  matter  of  necessity  to  Mrs.  Edmonstene;  and 
aa  her  husband  was  out,  she  went  at  once  to  Charles,  with 
a  countenance  so  disturbed,  that  he  feared  some  worse  tidings 
had  come  from  Italy. 

*  No,  no,  nothing  of  that  sort ;  it  is  poor  Laura.' 

'  Eh  ?'   said  Charles,  with  a  significant  though  anxious  look, 
that  caused  her  to  exclaim, — 
'   *  Surely  you  had  no  suspicion !' 

Charlotte,  who  was  reading  in  the  window,  trembled  lest  she 
should  be  seen,  and  sent  away. 

'I  suspected  poor  Laura  had  parted  with  her  heart.    But 
what  do  you  mean  ?   What  has  happened  ?' 
,    '  Cotdd  you  have  guessed  ?   but  first  remember  how  ill  he  is ; 
don't  be  violent,  Chanie.  Could  you  have  guessed  that  they  have 
been  engaged,  ever  since  the  summer  we  first  remarked  them  ?' 

She  had  expected  a  great  storm ;  but  Charles  only  observed, 
very  coolly, '  Oh !  it  is  come  out  at  last !' 
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'  You  don't  meftii  tluri;  jaa  knew  it  ?' 

'  No,  indeed ;  you  don't  think  thej  would  choose  me  for  their 
confidant?' 

^Not  exactly,'  said  Mn.  Edmomtoney  with  the  odd  iort  of 
bngh  with  which  even  the  most  sensitiYe  pec^le,  in  the  heigkt 
<^  their  trouhles,  reply  to  anything  ludicrous ;  ^  hut  reaQy/  she 
continued,  *  every  idea  of  mine  is  so  turned  upside-down,  thai 
I  don't  know  what  to  think  of  anyhody.' 

'  We  always  knew  Laura  to  he  his  dave  and  aut<maton.  He 
is  so  infallible  in  her  eyes,  that  no  doubt  she  thought  her  siknoe 
an  act  of  praiseworthy  resolution.' 

^She  was  a  mere  child,  poor  dear/  said  her  mother;  ^onlj 
eighteen  ?  Yet  Amy  was  but  a  year  older  last  summer*  How 
unlike!    She  must  have  known  what  she  was  doing.' 

'  Not  with  her  senses  surrendered  to  him,  without  volition  of 
her  own.     I  wonder  by  what  magnetism  he  allowed  her  to  tdlP 

^She  has  gone  through  a  great  deal,  poor  child,  and  I  am 
afraid  there  is  much  more  for  her  to  8u£fer,  whether  he  reooveiB 
or  not.' 

'He  will  recover,'  said  Charles,  with  the  deeided  manner  m 
which  people  pro^^esy  the  restoration  of  those  they  dislike,  pro- 
bably from  a  feeling  thai  they  must  not  die,  till  there  is  moKB 
charity  in  their  opinion  of  them. 

'  Your  father  will  be  so  grieved.' 

'Well,  I  suppose  we  must  begin  to  make  the  best  of  it,'  said 
Charles.  '  She  has  been  as  good  as  married  to  him  these  four 
years,  for  any  use  she  has  been  to  us ;  it  has  been  <mly  the  naxna 
of  the  thing ;  so  he  had  better        ' 

'  My  dear  Charlie,  what  are  you  talking  of  P  You  dont  imagine 
they  can  marry  ?' 

'They  will  some  time  or  other;  for  assuredly  neither  will  manrj* 
any  one  else.  You  will  see  if  Ghiy  does  not  take  up  the  caosa^ 
and  return  FhiHp's  meddling — ^which,  by-the-bye,  is  now  shown 
to  have  been  more  preposterous  still-~-by  setting  their  affiiiis  in 
order  for  them.' 

'  Dear  Guy,  it  is  a  comfort  not  to  have  been  deceived  in  him!' 

'  Except  when  you  beHeved  Philip,'  said  Charles. 

'  Could  anything  have  been  more  different  ?'  prooeeded  Mnu 
Edmonstone ;  '  yet  the  two  girls  had  the  same  training.' 

'  With  an  important  excep&m,'  said  Charles;  '  Laura  is  Fhihp'a 
pupil.  Amy  mine;  and  I  think  her  little  ladyship  is  the  best 
turned  out  of  hand.' 

'  How  shocked  Amy  will  be !  If  she  was  but  here,  it  would  be 
uxuch  better,  for  she  always  had  more  of  Laura's  confidence 
than  I.    Oh,  Charlie,  there  has  been  the  error!'  and  Mrs.  Edmon* 


TEDS  HEiB  OF  rkdglytfe:  395 

8tone*8  eyes  were  full  of  tears.  'What  feaifal  mistake  have  I  made 
to  miss  my  daughter's  confidence  V 

'  You  must  not  ask  me,  mother/  said  Charles,  fiice  and  Toice 
fnU  of  affectionate  emotion*  *  I  know  too  well  that  I  have  heen 
exacting  and  selfish,  taking  too  much  advantage  of  your  anxieties 
for  me,  and  that  if  yon  were  not  enough  with  my  sisters  when 
they  were  young  girls,  it  was  my  fault  as  much  as  my  misfortune* 
But,  after  all,  it  has  not  hurt  Amj  in  the  least ;  nor  da  I  think 
it  will  hurt  Charibtte.' 

Charlotte  did  not  venture  to  give  way  to  her  desire  to  kiss  her 
mother,  and  thank  Charles,  lest  she  should  he  exiled  as  an  intruder. 

*  And,'  proceeded  Charles,  serious,  though  somewhat  roguish, 
'  I  suspect  that  no  attention  would  have  made  much  difference* 
Tou  were  always  too  young,  and  Laura  too  much  addicted  to 
the  physical  sciences  to  get  on  together.' 

^A  weak,  silly  mother,'  sighed  Mrs.  Edmonstcme. 
This  was  too  much  for  Charlotte,  who  sprang  forward,  and 
fiong  her  arms  round  her  neck,  sobbing  out, — 

*  Mamma  I  dear  mamma!  don't  say  such  horrid  things!  No 
one  is  half  so  wise  or  so  good, — ^I  am  sure  Ghiy  thinks  so  too!'  * 

At  the  same  time  Bustle,  perceiving  a  commotion,  made  a  leap, 
planted  his  forefeet  on  Mrs.  Edmonstone's  lap,  wagging  his  tiul 
vehemently,  and  trying  to  lick  her  face.  It  was  not  in  human 
nature  not  to  laugh ;  uid  Mrs.  Edmonstone  did  so  as  heartily  aa 
either  of  the  young  ones;  indeed,  Charlotte  was  the  first  to  resume 
her  gravity,  not  being  sure  of  her  ground,  and  being  hurt  at  her 
impulse  of  affisction  l^ing  thus  reduced  to  the  absurd.  Sheb^aa 
to  apologue, — 

^I)ear  mamma^  I  could  nothdp  it.  I  thought  you  knew  I  was 
in  the  room.' 

*  My  dear  child,'  and  her  mother  kissed  her  warmly,  *  I  don't 
want  to  hide  anything  from  you.  You  are  m j  only  home-daughter 
now.'  Then  recolled^ng  her  prudence,  she  proceeded, — '  You  are 
old  enough  to  understand  the  distress  this  innncerit  j  of  poor 
Laura's  has  occasioned, — ludd  now  that  Amy  is  gone^  we  must 
look  to  you  to  comfort  us.' 

Did  ever  maiden  of  fourteen  fed  more  honoured,  and  obliged 
tb  be  very  good  and  wise  than  Chariotte,  as  she  knelt  bj  her 
mother's  side  ?  Happily  tact  was  coming  with  advancing  years, 
and  she  did  not  attempt  to  mingle  in  the  conversation,  which 
was  resumed  by  Charles  observing  that  the  strangest  part  of  the 
affair  was  the  incompatibility  of  so  novelish  and  imprudent 
a  proceeding  with  the  cautious,  thoughtful  character  of  both 
parties.  It  was,  he  said,  analogous  to  a  pentagon  flirting  with 
«  hexagon ;  whereas  Guy,  a  knight  of  the  Bound  Table,  in  name 
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and  nature,  and  Amy,  with  her  little  snperstitions,  liad  been, 
attached  in  the  most  matter-of-fiEbct,  hum-drum  way,  and  were  in 
A  course  of  living  very  happy  ever  after,  for  which  nature  could 
never  have  designed  them.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  smiled,  sighed* 
hoped  they  were  prudent,  and  wondered  whether  camphor  and 
chloride  of  Hme  were  attainable  at  Becoara. 
.  Laura  came  down  no  more  that  day,  for  she  was  worn  out  with 
agitation,  and  it  was  a  relief  to  be  sufficiently  unwell  to  be  excuised 
facing  her  father  and  Charles.  She  had  little  hope  that  Charlotte 
had  not  heard  all ;  but  she  might  seem  to  believe  her  ignorant, 
fmd  could,  therefore,  endure  her  waiting  on  her,  with  an  elaborate 
kindness  and  compassion,  and  tip-toe  silence,  far  beyond  the 
jleserts  of  her  slight  indisposition. 

,  In  the  evening,  Charles  and  his  mother  broke  the  tidings  to 
Mr.  Edmonstone  as  gently  as  they  could,  Charles  feeling  bound 
to  be  the  cool,  thinking  h^  in  the  family.  Of  course  Mr.  Edmon- 
stone stormed,  vowed  that  he  could  not  have  believed  it,  then 
veered  round,  and  said  he  could  have  predicted  it  from  the  first. 
It  was  all  mamma's  fault  for  letting  bun  be  so  intimate  with  the 
girls — how  was  a  poor  lad  to  be  expected  not  to  fall  in  love  p 
Next  he  broke  out  into  great  wrath  at  the  abuse  of  his  confidence, 
then  at  the  interference  with  Grw,  then  at  the  intolerable  pre* 
sumption  of  Philip's  thinking  of  Liaura.  He  would  soon  let  him 
know  what  he  thought  of  it !  When  reminded  of  Philip's  present 
condition,  he  muttered  an  Irish  imprecation  on  the  fever  for 
interfering  with  his  anger,  and  abused  the  '  romantic  folly'  that 
had  carried  Guy  to  nurse  him  at  Becoara.  He  was  not  so  much 
displeased  with  Laura;  in  fact,  he  thought  all  young  ladies  always 
ready  to  be  fallen  in  love  with,  and  hu^y  accountable  for  what 
their  lovers  might  make  them  do,  and  he  pitied  her  heartily,  when 
he  heard  of  her  sitting  up  all  night.  Anything  of  extravagance 
in  love  met  with  sympathy  from  him,  and  there  was  no  effort  in 
his  hearty  forgiveness  of  her.  He  vowed  that  she  should  give 
the  fellow  up,  and  had  she  been  present,  would  have  tried  to  make 
her  do  so  at  a  moment's  warning ;  but  in  process  of  time  he  waa 
convinced  that  he  must  not  persecute  her  while  Philip  was  in 
extremity,  and  though,  like  Charles,  he  scorned  the  notion  of  his 
death,  and,  as  if  it  was  an  additional  crime,  pronoimced  him  to 
be  as  strong  as  a  horse,  he  was  quite  ready  to  put  off  all  proceed- 
mgs  till  his  recovery,  being  glad  to  defer  the  evil  day  of  making 
her  cry. 

So  when  Laura  ventured  out,  she  met  with  nothing  harsh ; 
indeed,  but  for  the  sorrowful  kindness  of  her  family  towards  her, 
she  could  hardly  have  guessed  that  they  knew  her  secret. 

Her  heart  leapt  when  Amabel's  letter  was  silently  handed  to 
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her,  and  she  saw  the  news  of  Philip's  amendment;  hut  a  sicken- 
ing feeling  succeeded,  that  soon  all  forhearance  would  he  at  an 
end,  and  he  must  hear  that  her  weakness  had  hetrayed  his  secret. 
For  the  present,  however,  nothing  was  said,  and  she  continued 
in  silent  dread  of  what  each  day  might  hring  forth,  till  one  after- 
noon,  when  the  letters  had  heen  fetched  from  Broadstone,  Mrs. 
Edmonstone,  with  an  exclamation  of  dismay,  read  aloud : — 

'Eecoan,  September  8th. 
Deabest  Mamha, — Don't  he  very  much  frightened  when  I 
tell  you  that  Guy  has  caught  the  fever.  He  has  heen  ailing  since 
Sunday,  and  yesterday  hecame  quite  ill ;  hut  we  hope  it  wiU  not 
he  so  severe  an  illness  as  Philip's  was.  He  sleeps  a  great  deal^ 
and  is  in  no  pain,  quite  sensihle  when  he  is  awake.  Amaud  is 
very  useful,  and  so  is  Anne ;  and  he  is  so  quiet  at  night,  that  he 
wants  no  one  hut  Amaud,  and  will  not  let  me  sit  up  with  him^ 
Philip  is  hetter. 

*  Your  most  affectionate, 

*A.F.M.* 

The  reading  was  followed  hy  a  dead  silence,  then  Mr.  Edmon- 
stone  said  he  had  always  known  how  it  would  he,  and  what  would 
poor  Amy  do  P 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  too  \mhappy  to  answer,  for  she  could 
.see  no  means  of  helping  them.  Mjt.  Edmonstone  was  of  no  use 
in  a  sick-room,  and  she  had  never  thought  it  possihle  to  leave 
Charles*  It  ^d  not  even  occur  to  her  that  she  could  do  so  till 
Charles  himself  suggested  that  she  must  go  to  Amy. 

'  Can  you  spare  me  P'  said  she,  as  if  it  was  a  new  light. 

*  Why  not  P  Who  can  he  thought  of  but  Amy  ?  She  ought 
not  to  be  a  day  longer  without  you.' 

'  Dr.  Mayeme  would  look  in  on  you,'  said  she,  considering, 
'  and  Laura  can  manage  for  you.' 

*  Oh,  I  shall  do  very  well.  Do  you  think  I  could  bear  to  keep 
you  from  her  ?* 

'  Some  one  must  go,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone ;  '  and  even  if  I 
could  tliink  of  letting  Laura  run  the  risk,  this  unhappy  afiDur 
about  Philip  puts  her  going  out  of  the  question.* 

*  No  one  but  you  can  go,'  said  Charles ;  *  it  is  of  no  use  to  talk 
of  anything  else.' 

It  was  settled  that  if  the  next  accoimt  was  not  more  favour- 
able, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone  should  set  off  for  Becoara. 
Laura  heard,  in  consternation  at  the  thought  of  her  father's 
meeting  Philip,  still  weak  and  unwell,  without  her,  and  perhaps 
with  Guy  too  ill  to  be  consulted.     And  oh !  what  would  PhiHp 
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think  of  her  ?  Her  weakness  had  disclosed  his  secret,  and  stuik 
her  beneath  him,  and  he  must  hear  it  from  others.  She  felt  as 
if  she  could  have  thrown  herself  at  her  mother's  feet  as  she  im- 
plored her  to  forbear,  to  spare  Imn,  to  spare  her.  Her  mother 
pitied  h^  incoherent  distress,  but  iti  did  not  make  her  fed  moa» 
in  charity  with  Philip.  She  would  not  promise  that  the  subject 
should  not  be  discussed,  but  she  tried  to  reassure  Laura^  by 
saying,  that  nothing  should  be  done  that  could  retard  Ins 
recovery. 

With  this  Laura  was  obliged  to  content  herself;  and  early  the 
second  morning,  afber  the  letter  arrived,  she  watched  the  departure 
of  her  father  and  mother. 

She  had  expected  to  find  the  care  of  Charles  very  anxious 
work,  but  she  prospered  beyond  her  hopes.  He  was  very  kind 
and  considerate,  and  both  he  and  Charlotte  were  so  sobbed  by 
anxiety,  that  there  was  no  fear  of  their  spirits  overpowering  h«r. 

Mary  Boss  used  to*  come  almost  every  afternoon  to  inquire. 
One  day  she  found  Charles  alone,  crutching  himself  slowly  along 
the  terrace,  and  she  thought  nothing  showed  the  forlorn  state  of 
the  family  so  much  as  to  see  him  out  of  doors  with  no  one  for  a 
prop. 

*  Mary !    Just  as  I  wanted  you  V  » 

'  What  account  P'  said  she,  taking  the  place  of  one  of  the 
crutches. 

*  Excellent ;  the  fever  and  drowsiness  seem  to  be  going  off.  li 
must  have  been  a  light  attack,  and  the  elders  will  hardly  come 
in  time  for  mamma  to  have  any  nursing.  So  there's  Gny  pretty 
well  off  one's  mind.' 

'And  Amy?' 

'  This  was  such  a  long  letter,  and  so  cheerful,  that  she  must  be 
all  right.  What  I  wanted  to  speak  to  you  about  was  Laoca. 
You  know  the  state  of  things.  Well,  the  captain — I  wish  he 
was  not  so  sorry,  it  deprives  one  of  the  satisfaction  of  abusii^ 
him — the  captam,  it  seems,  was  brought  to  his  senses  bv  his 
illness,  confessed  all  to  Guy,  and  now  has  written  to  tell  the 
whole  truth  to  my  father.' 

'Has  he ?    That  is  a  great  rdief !' 

'  Not  that  I  have  seen  his  letter ;  Laura  ran  away  with  it,  and 
has  not  said  a  word  of  it.  I  know  it  from  one  to  papa  &om  Amy, 
trying  to  make  the  best  of  it,  and  telling  how  thoroughly  he  is 
cut  up.  She  says  he  all  but  fainted  after  writing.  Fancy  that 
poor  Uttle  thing  with  a  great  man,  six  foot  one,  Minting  away  on 
her  hands !' 

'  I  thought  he  was  pretiy  well  again.' 

*  He  must  be  to  have  vnritt^i  at  all,  and  a  pretiy  tolerably 
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bitter  pOl  it  xmut  have  beeo  to  set  about  it.  Wbat  a  tbing  for 
bim  to  bave  bad  to  tdl  Chij,  of  all  people — I  do  enjoy  that !  So, 
of  course,  Guy  takes  up  bis  cause,  and  sends  a  message,  that  ia 
wortb  anything,  as  showing  be  is  bimsfilf  better,  tbongb  in  any 
one  else  it  would  be  a  proof  of  deliiiom.  My  two  brotbers-in« 
lam  might  sit  for  a  picture  of  the  contrast.' 

*  Then  you  think  Mr.  Edmonstone  will  eonsent !' 

^  To  be  sure ;  we  shall  bsf<e  bim  coming  home,  saying-— 

It  IB  a  fine  thing  to  be  father-in-law 

To  a  TOy  magnifioent  three-tailed  bashaw. 

He  will  never  hold  out  against  Ouy  and  Amy,  and  Philip  will 
soon  set  up  a  patent  revolYer,  to  be  turned  by  the  little  god  of 
love  on  the  newest  scientific  principles.' 

'  Where  is  Lama  P*  said  Maiy,  smiling. 

'  I  turned  ber  out  to  walk  with  Charlotte,  and  I  want  some 
counsel,  as  mamma  says  I  know  nothing  <^  lovers.' 

*  Because  I  know  so  much  ?' 

*  You  know  feminine  nature.  I  want  to  know  what  is  the  best 
tbing  to  do  for  Laura.  Poor  thing !  I  can't  bear  to  see  ber 
look  so  wretched,  worrying  herself  with  care  of  me.  I  have  done 
the  best  I  could  bgr  taking  Charlotte's  lessons,  and  sending  her 
out  to  mope  alone,  as  she  Ukes  best ;  but  I  wish  you  would  tell 
me  how  to  manage  her.' 

'  I  know  nothmg  better  for  her  tiian  waiting  on  you.' 

'  That's  hard,'  said  Charles,  *  that  having  made  the  world  dance 

attendance  on  me  lor  my  pleasure,  I  must  now  do  it  for  theirs. 

But  what  do  you  think  about  telling  ber  of  this  letter,  or  showing 

it,  remembering  that  not  a  word  about  her  troubles  has  passed 

between  us?' 

*  By  all  means  tell  ber.  Tou  must  judge  about  showing  it,  but 
I  should  think  the  opening  for  talking  to  ber  on  the  subject  a 
great  gain.  

'Should  you?  What,  thinking  as  I  do  of  the  man  ?  Should 
I  not  be  between  the  boms  of  a  dilemma  if  I  had  to  speak  the 
honest  truth,  yet  not  hurt  her  feelings  ?' 

'  She  has  been  so  long  shut  up  from  sympathy,  that  any  proof 
of  kindness  must  be  a  comfort.' 

*  Well,  I  should  like  to  do  ber  some  good ;  but  it  will  be  a 
mercy,  if  she  does  not  make  me  fall  foul  of  Riilip !  I  can  get  up 
a  little  Christian  charity,  when  my  father  or  Charlotte  rave  at 
him,  but  I  can't  stand  bearing  him  praised.  I  take  the  oppor- 
tunity ci  saying  so  while  I  can,  for  I  expect  be  will  come  home 
as  her  betroth^  and  then  we  shall  not  be  able  to  say  one 

WOKd.' 
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'  No,  I  dare  say  he  will  be  so  altered  and  sabdued  that  jou  wi 
not  be  so  disposed  to  rail.  This  confession  is  a  grand  thiti| 
Good-bye ;  I  must  get  back  to  church.  Poor  Laura  I  how  bus 
she  has  been  about  her  sketch  there  lately.* 

^  Yes,  she  has  been  eager  about  finishing  it  ever  since  Qu 
began  to  be  ill.     Good-bye.    Wish  me  well  through  my  pai 
of  confidant  to-night.     It  is  much  against  the  grain,  though 
would  give  sometlung  to  cheer  up  my  poor  sister.' 

'  I  am  sure  you  would,'  thought  Mary  to  herself,  as  she  looker 
back  at  him :  '  what  a  quantity  of  kind,  right  feeling  there  i 
under  that  odd,  dry  manner,  that  strives  to  appear  to  love  nothing 
but  a  joke.' 

As  soon  as  Charlotte  was  gone  to  bed,  Charles,  in  accordant 
with  his  determination,  said  to  Laura, — 

*  Have  you  any  fancy  for  seeing  Amy's  letter  ?' 

'  Thank  you ;'  and,  without  speaking,  Laura  took  it.  He  for- 
bore to  watch  her  expression  as  she  read.  When  she  had  finished 
her  face  was  fixed  in  silent  unhappiness. 

*  He  has  been  suffering  a  great  deal,  I  am  sure,'  said  Charles, 
kindly.  It  was  the  first  voluntary  word  of  compassion  towards 
Philip  that  Laura  had  heard,  and  it  was  as  grateful  as  unexpected* 
Her  face  softened,  and  tears  gushed  from  her  eyes  as  she  said, — 

*  You  do  not  know  how  much.  There  he  is  grieving  for  me ! 
thinking  they  will  be  angry  with  me,  and  hurting  himself  with 
that !    Oh !  if  this  had  but  come  before  they  set  off!' 

'  Guy  and  Amy  will  tell  them  of  his  having  written.' 

^  Dear,  dear  Guy  and  Amy !  He  speaks  so  earnestly  of  their 
kindness.  I  don't  fear  it  so  much  now  he  and  Guy  understand 
each  other.' 

Becollecting  her  love,  Charles  refirained,  only  saying, '  You  can 
rely  on  their  doing  everything  to  make  it  better.' 

'  I  can  hardly  bear  to  think  of  what  we  owe  to  them,'  said 
Laura.  *  How  glad  I  am  that  Amy  was  there  after  he  wrote, 
when  he  was  so  much  overcome !  Amy  has  written  me  such  a 
very  kind  note ;  I  think  you  must  see  that — ^it  is  so  like  her  own 
dear  self.' 

She  gave  it  to  him,  and  he  read : — 

*  Mt  deabxst, — I  never  could  tell  you  before  how  we  have 
grieved  for  you  ever  since  we  knew  it.  I  am  so  sony  I  wrote 
such  dreadful  accounts ;  and  Guy  says  he  wants  to  ask  your 
pardon,  if  he  ever  said  anything  that  pained  you  about  Philip.  I 
understand  all  your  unhappiness  now,  my  poor  dear ;  bat  it  will 
be  better  now  it  is  known.  Don't  be  reserved  with  Charlie,  pray; 
for  if  he  sees  you  are  unhappy,  he  will  be  so  very  kind.    I  have 
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ocfl  just  seen  Philip  again,  and  found  him  rested  and  better.  He  is 
t%  only  anxious  about  jou ;  but  I  tell  him  I  know  jou  will  be  glad 
wkar        it  is  told, 

*  Your  most  affectionate  sister, 
«'3?  'A.  F.  M/ 

•^j  '  Laura,'  said  Charles,  finishing  the  letter,  *  Amy  gives  you 

^^         very  good  advice,  as  far  as  I  am  Concerned.    I  do  want  to  be  of 

as  much  use  to  you  as  I  can — I  mean  as  kind.' 

'  I  know — ^I  know ;  thank  you,'  said  Laura,  struggling  with 

her  tears.    *  You  have  been — ^you  are ;  but ' 

*  Ay,'  thought  Charles,  *  I  see,  she  wont  be  satisfied,  if  my 
.           kindness  includes  her  alone.    What  will  my  honesty  let  me  say 

to  please  her  ?  Oh !  I  know. — You  must  not  expect  me  to  say 
that  Philip  has  behaved  properly,  Laura ;  nothing  but  being  in 
love  could  justify  such  a  delusion ;  but  I  do  say  that  there  is 
greatness  of  mind  in  his  confessing  it,  especially  at  a  time  when 
he  could  put  it  off^  and  is  so  unequal  to  agitation.' 

It  was  the  absence  of  any  tone  of  satire  that  made  this  speech 
come  home  to  Laura  as  it  was  meant.  There  was  no  grudging 
in  the  praise,  and  she  answered,  in  a  very  low,  broken  voice, — 

*  You  will  think  so  still  more  when  you  see  this  note,  which  he 
sent  open,  inside  mine,  to  be  given  to  papa  when  I  had  told  my 
own  story.     Oh,  his  considerateness  for  me !' 

She  gave  it  to  him.    The  address, '  C.  Edmonstone,  Esq.,'  waft 

a  mere  scrawl,  and  within  the  writing  was  very  trembling  and 

weak.     Charles  remarked  it,  and  she  answered  by  saying  that  heif 

^  own  letter  began  in  his  own  strong  hand,  but  failed  and  grew 

^  shaky  at  the  end,  as  if  from  fatigue  and  agitation.    The  wordsr 

were  few,  brief,  and  simple,  very  unlike  his  usual  manner  of 

^  letter-writing. 

I  *  Mt  deab  Uncus, — My  conduct  has  been  unjustifiable — I 

feel  it.  Do  not  visit  it  on  Laura — ^I  alone  should  suffer.  I  entreat 

'  your  pardon,  and  my  aunt's,  and  leave  all  to  you.    I  will  write 

more  at  length.    Be  kind  to  her. — Yours  affectionately, 

'  Ph.  M.' 

*  Poor  Philip !'  said  Charles,  really  very  much  touched. 
From  that  moment,  Laura  no  longer  felt  completely  isolated, 

and  deprived  of  sympathy.  She  sat  by  Charles  till  late  that 
night,  and  told  him  the  whole  history  of  her  engagement,  much 
relieved  by  the  outpouring  of  her  long-hidden  griefs,  and  com- 
forted by  his  kindness,  though  he  could  not  absolutely  refrain 
from  words  and  gestures  of  censure.  It  was  as  strange  that 
Charles  should  be  the  first  person  to  whom  Laura  told  this  hia* 
tory,  as  that  Guy  should  have  been  Philip's  first  confidant. 


lokes 
leres 

to 


d 
L- 


402  THE  HEIB  OF  RBDCLTFFEL 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 


THiere  is  a  iSUxk,  uid  nigh  at  htaid, 

A  shadow  in  a  weazy  land, 

li^o  in  that  atricben  Bock  hath  reti, 

Pinda  water  gushing  firom  its  breast. — ^Nbalb. 

IN  the  meantime  the  days  passed  at  Beooara  without  much 
change  for  the  hetter  or  worse.  After  the  first  week,  Ghiy'a 
fever  had  diminished ;  his  pulse  was  lower,  the  drowsiness  ceased, 
and  it  seemed  as  if  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  absolute  re- 
covery. But  though  each  morning  seemed  to  bring  improve* 
inenty  it  never  lasted ;  the  fever,  though  not  h^h,  could  never 
be  entirely  reduced,  and  strength  was  perc^tibly  wasting,  in 
^ite  of  every  means  of  keeping  it  up. 

There  was  not  much  positive  sufPering,  very  little  even  of 
headache,  and  he  was  cheerful,  though  speaking  little,  because 
he  was  told  not  to  excite  or  exhaust  himself.  Languor  and  lassi- 
tude were  the  chief  causes  of  discomfort ;  and  as  his  strength 
£uled,  there  came  fits  of  exhaustion  and  oppression  that  tned 
him  severely.  At  first,  these  were  easily  removed  by  stimulants ; 
but  remedies  seemed  to  lose  their  efPect,  and  the  sinking  was 
^dmost  deathlike. 

*  I  think  I  could  bear  acute  pain  better  T  he  said  one  day ;  and 
more  than  once  the  sigh  broke  fi:om  him  almost  imconsciously, 
<— '  Oh  for  one  breath  of  Bedclyffe  sea-wind  ?  Indeed,  it  seemed 
as  if  the  close  air  of  the  shut-in-valley,  at  the  end  of  a  long  hot 
day,  was  abnost  enough  to  overwhelm  him,  weak  as  he  had 
become.  Every  morning,  when  Amabel  let  in  the  fresh  breeze 
at  the  window,  she  predicted  it  would  be  a  cool  day,  and  do  him 
good ;  every  afternoon  the  wind  abated,  the  sim  shone  full  in, 
the  room  was  stifling,  the  faintness  came  on,  and  after  a  few  vain 
attempts  at  relieving  it,  Guy  sighed  that  there  was  nothing  for 
it  but  quiet,  and  Amy  was  obliged  to  acquiesce.  As  the  sun  set, 
the  breeze  sprung  up,  it  becsune  cooler,  he  feU  asleep,  awoke 
iievived,  was  comfortable  all  the  evening,  and  Amy  left  him  afc 
deven  or  twelve,  with  hopes  of  his  having  a  good  night. 

It  seemed  to  her  as  if  ages  had  passed  in  this  way,  when  one 
ev^ng  two  letters  were  brought  in. 

*  From  mamma !'  said  she ;  '  and  this  one,'  holding  it  up,  '  la 
for  you.  It  must  have  been  hunting  us  eveiywhere.  How  many 
different  directions  r 
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'From  Marirham/  said  Ghij.  'It  must  be  the  letter  we  were 
waiting  for.* 

The  letter  to  tell  them  Eeddyffe  was  readj  to  receive  them! 
Amabel  put  it  down  with  a  strange  sensation,  and  opened  her 
mother's.    With  a  start  of  joj  she  exclaimed — 

*'  Thej  are  coming — m«.mTng.  and  papa !' 

*  Then  all  is  right!' 

*  If  we  do  not  receive  a  much  better  account,'  read  Amy,  *  w^ 
shall  set  off  early  <m  Wednesday,  and  hope  to  be  with  you  not 
long  afber  you  receive  this  letter.' 

'  Oh,  I  am  so  ghd !  I  wonder  how  Charley  gets  on  without 
her.' 

'  It  is  a  great  comfort,'  said  Guy. 

*  Now  you  will  see  what  a  nurse  mamma  is !' 
*Now  you  will  be  properly  cared  for.' 

'  How  nice  it  will  be  I  She  will  take  care  of  you  all  nighty 
and  never  be  tired,  and  devise  everything  I  am  too  stupid  for, 
and  make  you  so  comfortable  !* 

*  Nay,  no  one  could  do  that  better  than  you.  Amy.  But  it  is 
joy  indeed — ^to  see  mamma  again — ^to  know  you  are  safe  with 
her.  Everything  comes  to  make  it  easy !'  The  last  words  were 
qx)ken  very  low ;  and  she  did  not  distob  him  by  saying  any- 
thing till  he  asked  about  the  rest  of  the  letter,  and  derared  her 
to  r^  Markham's  to  him. 

This  cost  her  some  pain,  for  it  had  been  written  in  ignorance 
of  even  Philip's  illness,  and  detailed  triumphantly  the  prepara^ 
tions  at  Eedclyffe,  hinting  that  they  must  send  timely  notice 
of  their  return,  or  they  would  disappoint  the  tenantry,  who  in- 
tended grand  doings,  and  concludii^  with  a  short  lecture  on  the 
ine^diency  of  lingering  in  foreign  parts. 

*  Boor  Markham,'  said  <jhiy. 

She  understood ;  but  these  things  did  not  come  on  her  like  a 
idiock  now,  for  he  had  been  saying  them  more  or  less  ever  since 
the  beginning  of  his  illness ;  and  fully  occupied  as  she  was,  she 
never  opened  her  mind  to  the  future.  After  a  long  silence,  Guy 
said— 

'  I.  am  very  sorry  for  him.  I  have  been  making  Amaud  write 
to  him  for  me.' 

•Oh,  have  yon?' 

•It  was  better  for  yon  not  to  do  it;  Amaud  has  written  for 
me  at  night.  You  will  send  it.  Amy,  and. another  to  my  poor 
uncle.' 

*  V^y  well,'  said  she,  as  he  looked  at  ber. 

*  I  have  told  Markham,'  said  he  presently,  ^to  send  you  my 
desk.    There  are  aU  sorts  of  things  ^  it,  just  as  I  threw  them 

3>d2 
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in  when  I  cleared  out  my  rooms  at  Oxford.  I  had  rather  nobody 
but  you  saw  some  of  them.  There  is  nothing  of  any  importance, 
80  you  may  look  at  them  when  you  please,  or.  not  at  all.' 

She  gazed  at  him  without  answering.  If  there  had  been  any 
struggle  to  retain  him,  it  would  have  been  repressed  by  his  calm- 
ness ;  but  the  thought  had  not  come  on  her  suddenly,  it  was 
more  like  an  inevitable  fate  seen  at  iirst  at  a  distance,  and  gra- 
dually advancing  upon  her.  She  had  never  fastened  on  the  hope 
of  his  recovery,  and  it  had  dwindled  in  an  almost  imperceptible 
manner.  She  kept  watch  over  him,  and  followed  his  thoughts, 
without  stretching  her  mind  to  suppose  herself  living  without 
him ;  and  was  supported  by  the  forgetfulness  of  self,  which  gave 
her  no  time  to  r^ize  her  feelings. 

'  I  should  like  to  have  seen  Beddyffe  bay  again,'  said  Guy, 
afber  a  space.  *  Now  that  mamma  is  coming,  that  is  the  one 
thing.  I  suppose  I  had  set  my  heart  on  it,  for  it  comes  back  to 
me  how  I  reckoned  on  standing  on  that  rock  with  you,  feeling 
the  wind,  hearing  the  surge,  looking  at  the  meeting  of  earth 
and  sky,  and  the  train  of  sunlight.'  He  spoke  slowly,  pausing 
between  each  recollection, — *  You  will  see  it  some  day,'  he  added. 
'  But  I  must  give  it  up ;  it  is  earth  after  all,  and  looking  back.' 

Through  the  evening,  he  seemed  to  be  dwelling  on  thoughts 
of  his  own,  and  only  spoke  to  tell  her  of  some  message  to  Mends 
at  Eedclyffe,  or  Ilollywell,  to  mention  little  Marianne  Dixon,  or 
some  other  chai^  that  he  wished  to  leave.  She  thought  he 
had  mentioned  almost  every  one  with  whom  he  had  had  any 
interchange  of  kindness  at  either  of  his  homes,  even  to  old  nurse 
at  Hollywell,  remembering  them  all  with  quiet  pleasure.  At 
half-past  eleven,  he  sent  her  to  bed,  and  she  went  submissively, 
cheered  by  thinking  him  likely  to  sleep. 

As  soon  as  she  could  conscientiously  call  the  night  over,  she 
returned  to  him,  and  was  received  with  one  of  the  sweet,  sunny, 
happy  looks  that  had  always  been  his  peculiar  charm,  and,  of 
late,  had  acquired  an  expression  almost  startling  from  their  very 
beauty  and  radiance.  It  was  hardly  to  be  termed  a  smile,  for 
there  was  very  little,  if  any,  movement  of  the  lips,  it  was  more 
like  the  reflection  of  some  glory  upon  the  whole  countenance. 

'  You  have  had  a  good  night  P'  she  said. 

'  I  have  had  my  wish,  I  have  seen  Beddyffe ;'  then,  seeing  her 
look  startled,  '  Of  course,  it  was  a  sort  of  wandering ;  but  I 
never  quite  lost  the  consciousness  of  bein?  here,  and  it  was  very 
delighliul*  I  saw  the  waves,  each  touched  with  light, — ^the  foam 
•^the  sea-birds,  floating  in  shade  and  light, — ^the  trees — ^the  Shag 
-7-the  skyj — oh !  such  a  glory  as  I  never  knew — ^themselves — ^but 
so  intensely  glorious !' 
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'  I  am  glad,'  said  Amabel,  with  a  strange  participation  of  the 
delight  it  had  given  him. 

'  I  don't  understand  snch  goodness !'  he  continued.  '  As  if  it 
were  not  enough  to  look  to  heaven  beyond,  to  have  this  longing 
gratified,  which  I  thought  I  ought  to  conquer.  Oh,  Amy!  is 
not  that  being  Fatherly  ?' 

*  Yes,  indeed.' 

'  Now  after  that,  and  with  mamma's  coming  (for  you  will 
have  her  if  I  don't  see  her),  I  have  but  one  wish  unfulfilled.' 
'  Ah !  a  clergyman.' 

*  Yes ;  but  il'  that  is  withheld,  I  n^ust  believe  it  is  rightly 
ordered.  We  must  think  of  that  Sunday  at  Stylehurst  and 
Christmas-day,  and  that  last  time  at  Munich.' 

'  Oh,  I  am  so  glad  we  stayed  at  Munich  for  that !' 

'  Those  were  times,  indeed !  and  many  more.  Yes ;  I  have 
been  a  great  deal  too  much  favoured  already,  and  now  to  be 
allowed  to  die  just  as  I  should  have  chosen ' 

He  broke  off  tq  take  what  Amabel  was  preparing  for  him^  and 
she  felt  his  pulse.  There  was  fever  still,  which  probably  sup- 
plied the  place  of  strength,  for  he  said  he  was  very  comfortable, 
and  his  eyes  were  as  bright  as  ever ;  but  the  beats  were  weak 
and  fluttering,  and  a  thnll  crossed  her  that  it  might  be  near ; 
but  she  must  attend  to  him,  and  could  not  think. 

When  it  was  time  for  her  to  go  down  to  breakfast  with  Philip, 
Guy  said,  '  Do  you  think  Philip  could  come  to  me  to-day  ?  I 
want  much  to  speak  to  him.' 

'  I  am  sure  he  could.' 

*  Then  pray  ask  him  to  come,  if  it  will  not  tire  him  very 
much.' 

Philip  had,  the  last  two  mornings,  risen  in  time  to  breakfiist 
with  Amabel,  in  the  room  adjoining  his  own ;  he  was  still  vexy 
weak,  and  attempted  no  more  than  crossing  the  room,  and  sit- 
ting in  the  balcony  to  enjoy  the  evening  air.  He  had  felt  the 
heat  of  the  weather  severely,  and  had  l^en  a  good  deal  thrown 
back  by  his  fatigue  and  agitation  the  day  he  wrote  the  letter, 
while  also  anxiety  for  Guy  was  retarding  his  prog^s,  though 
he  only  heard  the  best  side  of  his  condition.  Besides  all  this, 
his  repentance  both  for  his  conduct  with  regard  to  Laura  and  the 
hard  measure  he  had  dealt  to  Ghiy  was  pressing  on  him  increas- 
ingly ;  and  the  warm  feelings,  hardened  and  soured  by  early 
disappointment,  regained  their  force,  and  grew  into  a  love  and 
admiration  that  made  it  still  more  horrible  to  perceive  that  he 
had  acted  ungenerously  towards  his  cousin. 

When  he  heard  of  Guy's  desire  to  see  him,  ho  was  pleased, 
said  he  was  quite  able  to  walk  up  stairs,  had  been  thinking  of 
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offering  to  help  her  by  sitting  with  him,  and  was  veiy  glad  to 
hear  he  was  well  enough  to  wish  for  a  visit.  She  saw  she  must 
prepare  him  for  what  the  coQYerBation  was  Hkdjto  be. 

*He  is  very  anxious  to  see  you,'  she  saidL  '  He  is  wishing  to 
set  all  in  order.  And  if  he  does  speak  about — about  dying,  will 
you  be  so  kind  as  not  to  contradict  him  P' 

*  There  is  no  danger  ?'  cried  Philip,  startling,  with  a  sort  of 
agony.     '  He  is  no  worse  P    You  said  the  fever  was  lower.' 

'  He  is  rather  better,  I  think ;  but  he  wishes  so  much  to  have 
everything  arranged,  that  I  am  sure  it  will  be  better  for  him  to 
have  it  off  his  mind.  So,  will  you  bear  it,  please,  Philip  P' 
ended  she,  with  an  imploring  look,  that  reminded  him  of  her 
childhood. 

*  How  do  you  bear  it  ?*  he  asked. 

*  I  don't  faiow — I  can't  vex  him.' 

Philip  said  no  more,  and  only  asked  when  he  should  come. 

*  In  an  hour's  time,  perhaps,  or  whenever  he  was  ready,'  she 
said,  '  for  he  could  rest  in  the  sitting-room  before  coming  in  to 
Guy;  ^ 

He  found  mounting  the  stairs  harder  than  he  had  expected  ; 
and,  with  aching  knees  and  gaspng  breath,  at  length  reached 
the  sitting-room,  where  Amabel  was  ready  to  pity  him,  and 
made  him  rest  on  the  sofa  tiU  he  had  fully  recovered.  She  then 
conducted  him  in ;  and  his  first  glance  gave  him  infinite  rehef, 
for  he  saw  far  less  change  than  was  still  apparent  in  himself. 
Gny's  face  was  at  all  times  too  thin  to  be  capable  of  losing 
much  of  its  form ;  and  as  he  was  liable  to  be  veiy  much  tanned^ 
the  brown,  fixed  on  his  face  by  the  sunshine  of  his  journey,  hlad 
not  gone  off,  and  a  slight  flush  on  Ins  cheeks  gave  him  his  ordi* 
nary  colouring ;  his  b^utiful  hazel  eyes  were  more  brilliant  than 
ever;  and  though  the  hand  he  held  out  was  hot  andwasted^ 
Philip  could  not  think  him  nearly  as  ill  as  he  had  been  himself, 
and  was  ready  to  let  him  talk  as  he  pleased.  He  was  reassured, 
too,  by  his  bright  smile,  and  the  strength  of  his  voice,  as  he 
spoke  a  few  playful  words  of  welcome  and  congratulation.  Amy 
set  a  chair,  and  with  a  look  to  renund  Philip  to  be  cautious, 
glided  into  her  own  room,  leaving  the  door  open,  so  as  to  see 
and  hear  all  that  passed,  for  they  were  not  fit  to  be  left  absolutely 
alone  together. 

Philip  sat  down ;  and  aftor  a  little  pause  Guy  began : 

*  There  were  a  few  things  I  wanted  to  say,  in  case  you  should 
be  my  successor  at  Beddyffe.' 

A  horror  came  over  Plmip ;  but  he  saw  Amy  writing  at  her 
little  table,  and  felt  obliged  to  refitiin. 

*  I  don't  think  of  directing  you,'  said  Guy.     *  You  will  make 
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a  tut  betier  ItuidloYd  tluox  I ;  but  one  ot  two  things  I  should 
Hke.' 

*  Anything  you  wish !' 

*01d  Markham.  He  has  old-world  notions  and  pirejudices; 
but  his  so\il  is  in  the  family  and  estate.  His  heart  will  be  half 
broken  for  me,  and  if  he  loses  his  occupation,  he  will  be  miserv 
aUe.  Will  you  bear  with  him»  and  be  patient  while  he  lives, 
even  if  he  is  cross  and  absurd  in  his  objeetiansy  and  jealous  of 
all  that  is  not  me  F' 

*  Yes — ^yes — ^if * 

'Thank  jou*  Then  there  is  Coombe  Prior,  I  took  WeB* 
wood's  pay  on  myself.  Will  you  ?  And  I  should  like  him  to 
have  the  nving.  Then  there  is  the  school  to  be  buOt ;  and  I 
thought  of  enclosing  that  Ixt  of  waste,  to  make  gardens  lor  the 
people ;  but  that  you'll  do  much  better.  WeU ;  don't  you  re* 
member  when  you  were  at  Beddyffe  last  vear  (PhiUp  winced), 
telling  Markham  that  Ht  of  green  by  Sally's  gate  ought  to  be 
taken  into  the  park  P  I  hope  you  wont  do  tluit,  for  it  is  tha 
only  place  the  pec^le  have  to  turn  out  th»r  cows  and  donkeya» 
And  you  wont  cut  them  off  from  the  steps  from  the  Cove,  foe 
it  savee  the  old  .people  from  being  late  for  church  ?  Thank  you. 
As  to  the  rest,  it  is  pleasant  to  think  it  will  be  in  audi  hflnda 
if ' 

That  'if'  p^ve  Philin  some  cmnfort,  though  it  did  not  mean 
what  he  fimcied.  He  tnought  of  Quy's  reoovery ;  Guy  referred 
to  the  possibility  of  Amabel's  guardiaDship. 

*  Amy  baa  a  Hat  of  the  old  people  who  have  had  so  mxuSx  a 
week,  or  their  cottages  rent-free,'  said  Guy.  '  If  it  eomea  t6 
jou,  you  will  not  let  them  feel  the  diffoence  P  And  don't  tua 
off  the  old  keeper  Brown ;  he  is  of  no  use,  but  it  would  kill  him; 
And  Ben  Bohmson,  who  was  so  farave  in  the  shipwreck,  a  little 
notice  now  and  then  would  keep  him  straight.  Will  you  iM 
him  I  hope  he  will  never  forget  that  momisg-servioe  after  the 
wreck  ?  He  may  be  glad  to  think  of  it  when  he  is  as  I  am  now* 
You  tell  him,  for  he  will  mind  moie  what  cornea  from  a  man.' 

All  this  had  been  spokoi  with  pauses  for  reeoUectioD,  and  fir 
Philip'a  signs  of  assent.  Amabel  came  to  give  him  some  eoo^ 
dial ;  and  aa  soon  as  she  had  retreated  he  went  oa:-^ 

'  My  poor  uncle ;  I  have  written — ^that  is,  caused  Amand  ia 
write  to  him.  I  hope  this  may  sober  him ;  but  one  great  fieivonr 
I  have  to  ask  of  you.  I  can't  leave  him  money,  it  would  only 
be  a  temptation ;  but  will  you  keep  an  eye  on  hun,  and  let  Amy* 
rely  on  you  to  tell  her  when  to  help  him  ?  I  can't  ask  any  one 
else,  and  she  cannot  do  it  for  herself ;  but  you  woidd  do  it  welL 
A  little  kindness  might. save  him;  and  you  don't  know  how 
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generous  a  cbaracier  it  is,  run  to  waste.  WiU  you  undertake 
this?' 

« To  be  sure  I  will !' 

^  Thank  you  very  much.  Tou  will  jadge  rightly ;  but  he  has 
delicate  feelings.  Yes,  really ;  and  take  care  you  don't  run 
against  them.' 

Another  silence  followed ;  after  which  Quy  said,  smiling  with 
his  natural  playfulness,  *  (hie  thing  more.  You  are  the  lawyer 
of  the  family,  and  I  want  a  legal  opinion.  I  have  been  making 
Amaud  write  my  will.  I  have  wished  Miss  Wellwood  of  St. 
Uildred's  to  have  some  money  for  a  sisterhood  she  wants  to 
establish.    Now,  should  I  leave  it  to  herself  or  name  trustees  ? 

Philip  heard  as  if  a  flash  of  light  was  blinding  him,  and  he 
interrupted,  with  an  exclamation : — 

*  Tell  me  one  thing!    Was  that  the  thousand  pounds?' 

*  Yes.    I  was  not  at  liberty  to * 

He  stopped,  for  he  was  unheard.  At  the  first  word  Philip 
had  sunk  on  his  knees,  hiding  his  face  on  the  bed-clothes,  in  aa 
agony  of  self-abasement,  before  the  goodness  he  had  been  relent* 
l^ly  persecuting. 

^  It  was  that  ?'  he  said,  in  a  sort  of  stifled  sob.  '  Oh,  can  you 
JbigiTe  me  ?' 

He  could  not  look  up ;  but  he  felt  Ghiy's  hand  touch  his  head, 
and  heard  him  say,  *  That  was  done  long  ago.  Even  as  you 
pardoned  my  fierce  rage  against  you,  which  I  trust  is  forgiven 
above.    It  has  been  repented !' 

As  he  spoke  there  was  a  knock  at  the  door,  and,  with  the 
instinctive  dread  of  being  found  in  his  present  posture,  Philip 
sprang  to  his  feet.  Amabel  went  to  the  door,  and  was  told  that 
the  physician  was  down  stairs  with  two  gentlemen ;  and  a  card 
was  given  her,  on  which  she  read  the  name  of  an  English  clergy- 
man. 

*  There,  again !'  said  Ghiy.  ^  Everything  comes  to  me.  Now 
it  is  all  quite  right.' 

Amabel  was  to  go  and  speak  to  them,  and  Guy  would  see  Mr. 
SCorris,  the  clergyman,  as  soon  as  the  physician  had  made  his 
visit.  '  You  must  not  go  down,'  he  then  said  to  Philip.  *  You 
will  wait  in  the  sitting-room,  won't  vou?  We  shall  want  you 
egain,  you  know ;'  and  his  calm  brightness  was  a  contrast  to 
Philm's  troubled  look.  '  All  is  clear  between  us  now,'  he 
added,  as  Philip  turned  away. 

Long  ago,  letters  had  been  written  to  Venice,  begging  that 
if  an  Englii^  clergyman  should  travel  that  way,  he  might  be 
told  how  earnestly  his  presence  was  requested;  this  was  the 
first  who  had  answered  the  summons.    He  was  a  very  young 


.THE  HEIB  OP  REDCLTFFE.  409 

man,  much  out  of  health,  and  travelling  under  the  care  of  a 
brother,  who  was  in  great  dread  of  his  doing  anything  to  injure 
himself.  Amabel  soon  perceived  that,  though  kind  and  right- 
minded,  he  could  not  help  them,  except  as  far  as  his  office  was 
concerned.  He  was  very  shy,  only  just  in  priest's  orders ;  he 
told  her  he  had  never  had  this  office  to  perform  before,  and 
seemed  almost  to  expect  her  to  direct  him;  while  his  brother 
was  so  afraid  of  his  over-exerting  himself,  that  she  could  not 
hope  he  would  take  charge  of  Philip. 

However,  after  the  physician  had  seen  Guy,  she  brought  Mr. 
Morris  to  him,  and  came  forward,  or  remained  in  her  room, 
aocoi^ing  as  she  was  wanted.  She  thought  her  husband's  face 
was  at  each  moment  acquiring  more  unearthly  beauty,  and  feeling 
with  him,  she  was  raised  above  thought  or  sensation  of  personal 
sorrow. 

When  the  first  part  of  the  service  was  over,  and  she  exchanged 
a  few  words,  out  of  Ghiy's  hearing,  with  Mr.  Morris,  he  said  to 
her,  as  from  the  very  fumess  of  his  heart,  '  One  longs  to  humble 
onnelf  to  him.  How  it  puts  one  to  shame  to  hear  such 
repentance  with  such  a  confession !' 

The  time  came  when  Philip  was  wanted.  Amabel  had  called 
in  Anne  and  the  clergyman*s  brother,  and  went  to  fetch  her 
cousin.  He  was  where  she  had  left  him  in  the  sitting-room,  his 
&ce  hidden  in  his  arms,  crossed  on  the  table,  the  whole  man 
crushed,  bowed  down,  overwhelmed  with  remorse. 

*  We  are  ready.    Come,  Philip.* 

*  I  cannot ;  I  am  not  worthy,'  he  answered,  not  looking  up. 

'  Nay,  you  are  surely  in  no  uncharitableness  with  him  now/ 
said  she,  gently. 

A  shudder  expressed  his  no. 

'  And  if  you  are  sorry — ^that  is  repentance — ^more  fit  now  than 
ever — ^Wont  you  come  P    Would  you  grieve  him  now  P' 

'  You  take  it  on  yourself,  then,'  said  Philip,  almost  sharply, 
raising  his  haggard  face. 

She  did  not  shrink,  and  answered,  '  A  broken  and  contrite 
heart,  O  Ood,  Thou  wilt  not  despise.' 

It  was  a  drop  of  balm,  a  softening  drop.  He  rose,  and  trembling 
from  head  to  foot,  from  the  excess  of  his  agitation,  followed 
her  into  Ghiy's  room. 

The  rite  was  over,  and  stillness  succeeded  the  low  tones,  while 
all  knelt  in  their  places.  Amabel  arose  first,  for  Guy,  though 
serene,  looked  greatly  exhausted ;  and  as  she  sprinkled  him  with 
vinegar,  the  others  stood  up.  Guy  looked  for  Philip,  and  held 
out  his  hand.  Whether  it  was  his  gentle  force,  or  of  Philip's 
own  accord,  Amabel  could  not  tell ;  but  as  he  lay  with  that  look 
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of  perfect  peace  and  loTe,  PhiHp  bcfot  down  over  him  and  kisaed 
liis  forekewL 

'Thank  jou!'  be  iSuntlj  whiq^eved.  'Good  night.  God 
hlesft  you  and  my  sister.' 

Philip  went,  and  he  added  to  Amy,  '  Poor  fellow !  It  wiU  ba 
worse  for  him  than  for  you.    You  must  take  caro  of  him.' 

She  hardly  heard  the  last  words,  for  his  head  sunk  on  one  side 
in  a  deathlike  famtness,  the  room  was  cleared  of  aQ  hut  herseH^ 
and  Anne  fetched  the  physician  at  once. 

.  At  length  it  passea  oi^  and  Guy  slept.  The  doctor  Mt  his 
pulse,  and  she  asked  his  opinion  of  it  Y&ry  low  and  unequal, 
she  was  told ;  his  strength  was  failing,  and  there  seemed  to  be 
no  power  of  rallying  it,  but  they  must  do  thor  best  to  support 
him  with  cordials,  accordiog  to  the  state  of  his  pulse.  The  phy^ 
sician  could  not  remain  aQ  night  himself,  but  would  come  as 
soon  as  he  could  on  the  following  day. 

Amabel  hardly  knew  when  it  was  that  he  went  away ;  the 
two  Mr.  Morrises  went  to  the  other  hotel ;  and  she  made  her 
evening  visit  to  Philip.  It  was  all  like  a  dream,  which  she  cookl 
afterwards  scarcely  remember,  till  night  had  come  on,  and  for 
the  first  time  she  found  herself  aUowed  to  keep  watch  over  her 
husband* 

He  had  slept  <}uietly  for  some  time,  when  she  roused  him  to 
give  him  some  wme,  as  she  was  desired  to  do  constantly.  He 
smiled,  and  said,  '  Is  no  one  here  but  you  ?' 

'No  one.' 

'  My  own  sweet  wife,  my  Yerena,  as  you  have  always  been. 
We  have  been  veiy  ha^pr  together.' 

'  Indeed  we  have/  said  she,  a  look  of  suffering  ctossing  her 
face,  as  she  thought  of  their  unclouded  hiqppiness. 

*  It  will  not  be  so  long  before  we  meet  again.' 

'A  few  months,  perhaps' — said  Amabel,  in  a  stifled  voiee^ 
*  like  your  mother — ' 

'  No,  don't  wish  that,  Amy.  You  would  not  wish  it  to  have 
no  mother.' 

'  You  wiU  pray *    She  could  say  no  more,  but  struggled 

for  calmness. 

'  Yes,'  he  answered,  '  I  trust  you  to  it  and  to  mamma  for 
comfort.  And  Charlie — I  shaQ  not  rob  him  any  longer.  I  only 
borrowed  you  for  a  little  while,'  he  added,  smiling.  '  In  a  little 
while  we  shall  meet.  Years  and  months  seem  aUke  now.  I  am 
sorry  to  cause  you  so  much  grief,  my  Amy,  but  it  is  all  as  it 
should  be,  and  we  have  been  Tcry  happy.' 

Amy  listened,  her  eyes  intently  fixed  on  him,  unable  to  repress 
her  agitation,  except  by  silence.    After  some  little  time,  he  spoke 
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again.  '  My  k>ye  to  Charlie — and  Laura — ^and  Charlotte,  mj 
lurother  and  sisters.  How  kindlj  they  have  made  me  one  of 
them !  I  need  not  ask  Charlotte  to  take  care  of  Bustle,  and 
your  £Either  will  ride  Deloraine.  My  love  to  him,  and  earnest 
thanks,  for  you  above  all,  Amy.  And  dear  mamma  I  I  must 
look  now  to  meeting  her  in  a  brighter  world ;  but  tell  her  how 
I  have  felt  all  her  Hudness  since  I  first  came  in  my  strangeness 
and  gii^.  How  kind  she  was !  how  she  helped  me  and  led  me, 
and  made  me  know  what  a  mother  was.  Amy,  it  will  not  hurt 
YOU  to  hear  it  was  your  likeness  to  her  that  first  taught  me  to 
love  you.     I  have  been  so  very  happy,  I  don't  understand  it.* 

He  was  again  silent,  as  in  contemplation,  and  Amabd's  over* 
coming  emoSon  had  been  calmed  and  chast^ed  down  again,  now 
that  it  was  no  longer  herself  that  was  spoken  of.  Both  were 
still,  and  he  ^eemed  to  sleep  a  little.  YThen  next  he  spoke,  it 
was  to  ask  if  she  could  repeat  their  old  favourite  lines  in  Sintram, 
They  came  to  her  lips,  and  she  repeated  them  in  a  low,  steady 
voice. 

When  death  is  coming  near. 

And  thy  heart  shrinkB  in  fear. 
And  thy  limbs  fail, 

Then  raise  thy  hands  and  pray 

To  hizn  who  smooths  the  way 
Through  the  dark  vale. 

Seest  ihoa  the  eastern  dawnt 
Hear'sl  thou,  in  the  red  mora, 

The  angel's  song  ? 
Oh  1  lift  Uiy  drooping  head. 
Thou,  who  in  gloom  and  dread 

Hast  lain  so  long. 

Death  comes  to  set  thee  ^cee, 
Oh !  meet  him  cheerily, 

As  thy  true  frieiid ; 
And  all  thy  fears  shaU  oease, 
And  in  et^nal  peace 

Thy  penance  end. 

'In  eternal  peace,'  repeated  Ouy ;  'I  did  not  think  it  would 
have  been  so  soon.  I  can't  think  where  the  battle  has  been: 
I  never  thought  n^  life  could  be  so  bright.  It  was  a  foolish 
longing,  when  first  1  was  ill,  for  the  cool  waves  of  Bedol^ffe  bay 
and  that  shipwreck  excitement,  if  I  was  to  die.  This  is  far 
better.    Bead  me  a  psahn,  Amy,  '  Oat  of  the  deep." 

There  was  something  in  his  perfect  happiness  that  would  not 
let  her  grieve,  though  a  dull  heavy  sense  of  consternation  was 
growing  on  her.  So  it  went  on  through  the  night — not  a  long, 
nor  a  dreary  one — but  more  like  a  dream.  He  dozed  and  woke, 
said  a  few  tranquil  words,  and  listened  to  some  prayer,  psalm,  or 
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Terse,  then  slept  again,  apparently  without  suffering,  except  when 
he  tried  to  take  the  cordials,  and  this  he  did  with  such  increasing 
difficulty,  that  she  hardly  knew  how  to  hear  to  cause  him  so 
much  pain,  though  it  was  the  last  lingering  hope.  He  strove  to 
swallow  them,  each  time  with  the  mechanical  '  thank  you/  so 
affecting  when  thus  spoken ;  hut  at  last  he  came  to,  '  It  is  of  no 
use ;  I  cannot.' 

llien  she  knew  all  hope  was  gone,  and  sat  still,  watching 
him.  The  darkness  lessened,  and  twilight  came.  He  slept,  hut 
his  hreath  grew  short,  and  unequal;  and  as  she  wiped  the 
moisture  on  his  hrow,  she  knew  it  was  the  death-damp. 

•  Morning  light  came  on — ^the  church  hell  rang  out  matins — 
the  white  hills  were  tipped  with  rosy  light.  His  pulse  was 
almost  gone— ^his  hand  was  cold.  At  last  he  opened  his  eyes. 
'  Amy !'  he  said,  as  if  hewildered,  or  in  pain. 

'  Here,  dearest !' 

'  I  don't  see.' 

At  that  moment  the  sun  was  rising,  and  the  light  streamed  in 
at  the  open  window,  and  over  the  hed;  hut  it  was  'another 
dawn  than  ours'  that  he  heheld,  as  his  most  heautiful  of  all  smiles 
heamed  over  his  face,  and  he  said,  '  Glory  in  the  Highest ! — 
peace--good  will' — ^A  struggle  for  hreath  gave  an  instant's  look 
ofpain ;  then  he  whispered  so  that  she  could  hut  just  hear — 

*  The  last  prayer.'  She  read  the  Gommendatoiy  IVayer.  She 
knew  not  the  exact  moment,  hut  even  as  she  said  'Amen'  she 
perceived  it  was  over.  The'  soul  was  with  Him  with  whom 
dwell  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect ;  and  there  lay  the 
earthly  part  with  the  smile  on  the  face.  She  closed  the  dark 
fringed  eyelids — saw  him  look  more  heautiful  than  in  sleep- 
then,  laying  her  face  down  on  the  hed,  she  knelt  on.  She  took 
no  heed  of  time,  no  heed  of  aught  that  was  earthly.  How  long 
she  knelt  she  never  knew,  hut  she  was  roused  hy  Anne's  voice 
in  a  frightened  soh — '  My  lady,  my  lady — come  away !  Oh,  Miss 
Amahel,  you  should  not  he  here.' 

She  lifted  her  head,  and  Anne  afterwards  told  Maiy  Boss, 
'  she  should  never  foiget  how  my  lady  looked.  It  was  not  grief: 
it  was  as  if  she  had  heen  a  little  way  with  her  hushand,  and  was 
just  called  hack.' 

She  rose — ^looked  at  his  face  again — saw  Amaud  was  at  hand 
— ^let  Anne  lead  her  into  the  next  room,  and  shut  the  door. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

The  matron  who  alone  has  stood 
When  not  a  prop  seemed  left  below, 

The  first  lorn  hour  of  widowhood, 

Yet  cheered  and  cheering  all  the  while. 

With  sad  but  unaffected  smile. — Christian  Teab. 

THE  four  months'  wife  was  a  widow  before  she  was  twenty- 
one,  and  there  she  sat  in  her  loneliness,  her  maid  weepings 
seeking  in  vain  for  something  to  say  that  might  comfort  her,  and 
struck  ¥rith  fear  at  seeing  her  thus  composed.  It  might  be  said 
that  she  had  not  yet  realized  her  situation,  but  the  truth  was, 
perhaps,  that  she  was  in  the  midst  of  the  true  realities.  She 
felt  that  her  Guy  was  perfectly  happy — happy  beyond  thought 
or  comparison — and  she  was  so  accustomed  to  rejoice  with  him, 
that  her  mind  had  not  yet  opened  to  understand  that  his  joy  lefb 
her  mourning  and  desokte. 

Thus  she  remained  motionless  for  some  minutes,  till  she  was^ 
startled  by  a  sound  of  weeping — those  fearful  overpowering  sobs, 
so  terrible  in  a  strong  man  forced  to  give  way. 

*  Philip !'  thought  she ;  and  withal  Guy's  words  returned — 
'  It  wiU  be  worse  for  him  than  for  you.     Take  care  of  him.' 

'  I  must  go  to  him,'  said  she  at  once. 

She  took  up  a  purple  prayer-book  that  she  had  unconsciously 
brought  in  her  hand  from  Guy's  bed,  and  walked  down  stairs, 
without  pausing  to  think  what  she  should  say  or  do,  or  remem- 
bering how  she  would  naturally  have  shrunk  from  the  sight  of 
violent  grief. 

Philip  had  retired  to  his  own  room  the  night  before,  over- 
whelmed by  the  first  full  view  of  the  extent  of  the  injuries  he 
had  inflicted,  the  first  perception  that  pride  and  malevolence  had 
been  the  true  source  of  his  prejudice  and  misconceptions,  and  for 
the  first  time  conscious  of  the  long-fostered  conceit  that  had 
been  his  bane  from  boyhood.  All  had  flashed  on  him  with  the 
discovery  of  the  true  purpose  of  the  demand  which  he  thought 
had  justified  his  persecution.  He  saw  the  glory  of  Guy's 
character  and  the  part  he  had  acted, — ^the  scales  of  self-admirar 
tion  fell  from  his  eyes,  and  he  knew  both  himself  and  his  cousin. 

His  sole  comfort  was  in  hope  for  the  future,  and  in  devising 
how  his  brotherly  affection  should  for  the  rest  of  his  life  testify 
his  altered  mind,  and  atone  for  past  ill-will.     This  alone  kept 
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h\m  from  being  completely  croBhed,  for  he  by  no  means  imagined 
how  near  the  end  was ;  and  the  physician,  willing  to  spare  him- 
self pain,  lefb  him  in  hopes,  though  knowing  how  it  would  be. 
He  slept  but  little,  and  was  very  languid  in  the  morning ;  but 
he  rose  as  soon  as  Amaud  came  to  him,  in  order  not  to  occupy 
Arnaud's  time,  as  well  as  to  be  ready  in  case  Guy  should  send 
for  him  again,  auguring  wdl&om  hearing  that  there  was  nothing 
stirring  above,  hoping  this  was  a  sign  t£»t  Gruy  was  asleep.  So 
hoped  the  two  servants  for  a  long  time,  but  at  length,  growing 
aliu*med,  after  many  consultations,  they  resolved  to  knock  at  the 
door,  and  learn  what  was  the  state  of  things. 

Philip  likewise  was  full  of  anxiety,  and  ooming  to  his  room- 
door  to  listen  for  intelligenoe,  it  was  l^e  '  e  marto^  of  the  passii^ 
ItaJians  that  first  revecded  to  him  the  truth.  Guy  dead.  Amy 
widowed,  himsdf  the  cause — he  who  had  said  he  would  never  be 
answerable  for  the  death  of  this  young  man. 

Truly  had  Guy's  threat,  that  he  would  make  him  repent, 
been  fulfilled.  He  tottered  back  to  his  couch,  and  sank  down, 
in  a  burst  of  anguish  that  swept  away  all  the  self-oonirol 
that  had  once  been  his  pride.  There  Amabel  found  him 
stretched,  face  downwards,  quivering  and  convulsed  by  £rightfiil 


<  Don't — don't,  PhiUp,'  said  she,  in  her  gentle  voice.  ^  Doa't 
cry  so  terribly  r 

Without  looking  up,  he  made  a  gesture  with  his  hand,  as  if 
to  drive  her  away.  'Don't  come  here  to  reproach  mel'  he 
muttered. 

*  No,  no ;  don't  speak  so.  I  want  you  to  hear  me ;  I  hove 
something  for  you  from  him.  K  you  would  only  listen,  I  want 
to  tell  you  how  happy  and  o(»nfortable  it  was.'  She  took  a 
chair  and  sat  down  by  him,  relieved  on  perceiving  that  iht  sobs 
grew  a  little  less  violent. 

'  It  was  very  peaceful,  very  happy,'  repeated  she.  ^  We  oiight 
to  be  very  glad.' 

He  turned  round,  and  glanced  at  her  for  a  moment ;  but  he 
could  not  bear  to  see  her  quiet  face.  '  Tou  don't  know  what 
you  say,'  he  gasped.  '  No ;  take  care  of  yourself,  don't  trouble 
yourself  for  such  as  me !' 

'  I  must ;  he  desired  me,'  said  Amabel.  '  You  will  be  happier, 
indeed,  Philip,  if  you  would  only  think  what  glory  it  is,  and 
that  he  is  all  safe,  and  has  won  the  victory,  and  will  have  no 
more  of  those  hard,  hard  struggles,  and  bitter  repentance.  It 
has  been  such  a  night,  that  it  seems  wrong  to  be  sorry.' 

'  Did  you  say  he  spoke  of  me  again  ?' 

'  Yes )  here  is  his  Prayer-book.    Your  father  gave  it  to  him. 
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and  be  meant  to  Have  told  you  about  it  bixnself^  onlj  be  could 
not  talk  yesterday  evening,  and  could  not  part  witb  it  till ' 

Amy  l»oke  off  by  opening  the  worn  purple  cover,  and  sbowin^ 
the  name,  in  the  Arobdeaoon'a  writing.  '  He's  very  fond  of  it^ 
sbe  said ;  '  it  is  tbe  one  be  always  uses.'  (Alas  1  she  bad  myk 
learnt  to  speak  of  bim  in  tbe  past  tense.) 

Pbilip  held  out  bis  band,  but  tbe  agony  of  grief  returned  the 
next  moment.  *  My  father,  my  £atber  I  He  would  have  done 
him  justice.    If  be  bad  lived,  this  would  never  have  been !' 

^That  is  over;  you  do  him  justice  now,*  said  Amy.  'You 
did,  indeed  you  did,  make  bim  quite  happy.  He  said  so,  again 
and  again.  I  never  saw  bim  so  happy  as  when  you  began  to 
get  better.  I  don't  think  any  one  ever  bad  so  much  happiness ; 
and  it  never  ceaaed,  it  was  all  quiet,  and  peace,  and  joy,  till  it 
brightened  quite  into  perfect  day — and  tbe  angel's  song !  Don't 
YOU  rememl^  yesterday,  bow  clear  and  sweet  his  voice  came  out 
m  that^  and  it  was  the  last  thing  almost  he  said.  I  believe' — 
she  lowered  her  voice — *  I  believe  be  finished  it  among  them.' 

The  earnest  placid  voice,  speaking  thus,  in  calmness  and  sim* 
plicity,  could  not  fail  in  soothing  him ;  but  he  was  so  shaken 
and  exhausted,  that  sbe  bad  great  difficulty  in  restoring  him. 
After  a  time,  he  lay  perfectly  still  on  tbe  sofift,  and  she  was 
sitting  by,  relieved  by  tbe  tranquillity,  when  there  was  a  knock 
at  tbe  door,  and  Amaud  came  in,  and  stood  heritating,  as  if  he 
baldly  knew  bow  to  begin.  The  present  lear  of  agitating  her 
charge  helped  her  now,  when  obliged  to  torn  her  thoughts  to 
tbe  subjects  on  which  sbe  knew  Aniand  was  come.  She  went  to 
the  door,  and  spok^  low,  hewing  her  cousin  might  not  hear  or 
understand. 

*  How  soon  must  it  be  P 

*  My  kdy,  to-moirow,'  said  Axnand,  looking  down.  '  They 
say  that  so  it  must  be;  and  tbe  priest  consents  to  have  it  in 
the  churchyard  here.  Tbe  brother  of  the  clerg3rman  is  bero^ 
and  would  know  if  your  ladyship  would  wish ' 

*  I  will  speak  to  him,'  said  Amabel,  reluctant  to  send  such 
messages  through  servants. 

*  L^  me,'  said  Philip,  who  understood  what  was  going  on,  and 
was  of  course  impelled  to  spare  her  as  much  as  possible. 

*  Thank  you,'  said  she, '  if  you  are  able !' 

*  Oh,  yes ;  I'll  go  at  onoe !' 

'  Stop,'  said  sbe,  as  be  was  43etting  forth ;  '  you  don't  know 
what  you  are  going  to  say.' 

He  put  his  hand  to  his  head  in  confuaion. 

*  He  wished  to  be  buried  here,'  said  Amabel,  *  and—' 

But  this  renewal  of  the  assurance  of  the  death  was  too  much ; 
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and  covering  his  hce  with  his  hands,  he  sank  back  in  another 
paroxysm  of  violent  sobs.     Amabel  could  not  leave  him. 

'  Ask  Mr.  Morris  to  be  so  good  as  to  wait^  and  I  will  come 
directly,'  said  she,  then  returned  to  her  task  of  comfort  till  she 
again  saw  Philip  lying,  with  suspended  faculties,  in  the  repose 
of  complete  exhaustion. 

She  then  went  to  Mr.  Morris,  with  a  look  and  tone  of  com- 
posure that  almost  startled  him,  thanking  him  for  his  assistance 
in  the  arrangements.  The  funeral  was  to  be  at  sunrise  the  next 
day,  before  the  viUagers  began  to  keep  the  feast  of  St.  Michael, 
and  the  rest  was  to  be  settled  by  Amaud  and  Mr.  Morris.  He 
then  said,  somewhat  reluctantly,  that  his  brother  had  desired  to 
know  whether  Lady  Morville  wished  to  see  him  to-day,  and 
begged  to  be  sent  for;  but  Amy  plainly  perceived  that  he  thought 
it  very  undesirable  for  his  brother  to  have  any  duties  to  perform 
to-day.  She  questioned  herself  whether  she  might  not  ask 
him  to  read  to  her,  and  whether  it  might  be  better  for  Philip ; 
but  she  thought  she  ought  not  to  ask  what  might  injure  hun 
merely  for  her  own  comfort ;  and,  besides,  Philip  was  entirely 
incapable  of  self-command,  and  it  would  not  be  acting  fairly  to 
expose  him  to  the  chance  of  discovering  to  a  stranger,  feelings 
that  he  would  ordinarily  guard  so  scrupmously. 

She  therefore  gratefimy  refused  the  offer,  and  Mr.  Morris  very 
nearly  thanked  her  for  doing  so.  He  took  his  leave,  and  she 
knew  she  must  return  to  her  post ;  but  first  she  indulged  herself 
with  one  brief  visit  to  the  room  where  all  her  cares  and  duties 
had  lately  centred.  A  look — a  thought — a  prayer.  The  beau- 
teous expression  there  fixed  was  a  help,  as  it  had  ever  been  in 
life,  and  she  went  back  again  cheered  and  sustained. 

Throughout  that  day  she  attended  on  her  cousin,  whose  bodily 
indisposition  required  as  much  care  as  his  mind  needed  soothing. 
She  talked  to  hun,  read  to  him,  tried  to  set  him  the  example  of 
taking  food,  took  thought  for  him  as  if  he  was  the  chief  sufferer, 
as  if  it  was  the  natund  thing  for  her  to  do,  working  in  the 
strength  her  husband  had  lefb  her,  and  for  him  who  had  been 
his  cUef  object  of  care.  She  had  no  time  to  herself,  except  the 
few  moments  that  she  allowed  herself  now  and  then  to  spend  in 
gazing  at  the  dear  face  that  was  still  her  comfort  and  joy;  until, 
at  last,  late  in  the  evening,  she  succeeded  in  reading  Philip  to 
sleep.  Then,  as  she  sat  in  the  dim  candlelight,  with  everything 
in  ffllence,  a  sense  of  desolation  came  upon  her,  and  she  knew 
that  she  was  alone. 

At  that  moment  a  carriage  thundered  at  the  door,  and  she 
remembered  for  the  first  time  that  she  was  expecting  her  father 
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a  and  mother.    She  softly  left  the  room,  and  closed  the  door ;  and 

finding  Anne  in  the  next  room,  sent  her  down. 

le  '  Meet  mamma,  Anne,'  said  she ;  '  tell  her  I  am  quite  well. 

le  Bring  them  here.' 

;e  They  entered;   and  there  stood  Amahel,  her  face  a  little 

finshed,  just  like,  only  calmer,  the  daughter  they  had  parted  with 
on  her  bridal  day,  four  months  ago.  She  held  up  her  hand  as  a 
sign  of  silence,  and  said, — 

t  *  Hush !  don't  wake  Philip.' 

Mr.  Edmonstone  was  almost  angry,  and  actually  began  an 
impatient  exclamation,  but  broke  it  off  with  a  sob,  caught  her  in 
his  arms,  kissed  her,  and  then  buried  his  face  in  his  handkerchief. 
Mrs.  Edmonstone,  still  aghast  at  the  tidings  they  had  met  at 
Yicenza,  and  alarmed  at  her  unnatural  composure,  embraced  her ; 
held  her  for  some  moments,  then  looked  anxiously  to  see  her 
weep.  But  there  was  not  a  tear,  and  her  voice  was  itself,  though 
low  and  weak,  as,  while  her  father  began  pacing  up  and  down, 
she  repeated, — 

'  Pray  don't,  papa ;  Philip  has  been  so  ill  all  day.' 
'  Philip— pshaw !'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone,  hastily.     '  How  are 
you,  yourself,  my  poor  darling  ?' 

'  <^te  well,  thank  you,'  said  Amy.  '  There  is  a  room  ready 
for  you.' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  extremely  alarmed,  sure  that  this  was 
a  grief  too  deep  for  outward  tokens,  and  had  no  peace  till  she 
had  made  Amabel  consent  to  come  up  with  her,  and  go  at  once 
to  bed.  To  this  she  agreed,  after  she  had  rung  for  Aniaud,  and 
stood  with  him  in  the  corridor,  to  desire  him  to  go  at  once  to 
Captain  Morville,  as  softly  as  he  could,  and  when  he  waked,  to 
say  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone  were  come,  but  she  thought  he 
had  better  not  see  them  to-night ;  to  tell  him  from  her  that 
she  wished  him  good-night,  and  hoped  he  would  sleep  quietly. 
'And,  Amaud,  take  care  you  do  not  let  him  know  the  hour 
to-morrow.  Perhaps,  as  he  is  so  tired,  he  may  sleep  till  after- 
wards.' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  very  impatient  of  this  colloquy,  and 
glad  when  Amabel  ended  it,  and  led  the  way  upstairs.  She 
entered  her  little  room,  then  quietly  opened  another  door,  and 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  found  herself  standing  by  the  bed,  where  that 
which  was  mortal  lay,  with  its  face  bright  with  the  impress  of 
immortality. 

The  shock  was  great,  for  he  was  indeed  as  a  son  to  her; 
but  her  fears  for  Amabel  would  not  leave  room  for  any  other 
thought. 

'  Is  not  he  beautiful  ?'  said  Amy,  with  a  smile  like  his  own. 

£  £ 
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'  My  dear,  my  dear,  you  ought  not  to  be  here/  said  Mrs. 
Edmonstone,  trying  to  lead  her  away. 

.  *  If  you  would  let  me  say  my  prayers  here  I'  said  she,  sub- 
missively. 

^  I  think  not.  I  don't  know  how  to  refuse,  if  it  would  be  a 
comfort/  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  much  distressed ;  '  but  I  can't 
think  it  right.  The  danger. is  greater  after.  And  surely,  my 
poor  dear  child,  you  have  a  reason  for  not  risking  yourself!' 

'  Gk),  mamma,  I  ought  not  to  have  brought  yqu  here ;  I  forgot 
about  infection,'  said  Anuibel,  with  the  tran<raillity  which  her 
mother  had  hoped  to  shake  by  her  allusion.     'I  am  coming.' 

She  took  up  Quv's  watch  and  a  book  from  the  table  by  the 
bedside,  and  came  back  to  her  sleeping-room.  She  wound  up  the 
watch,  and  then  allowed  her  moiher  to  undress  her,  answering 
all  her  inquiries  about  her  health  in  a  gentle,  indifferent,  matter- 
of-fact  way.  She  said  little  of  Guy,  but  that  little  was  without 
agitation,  and  in  due  time  she  lay  down  in  bed.  Still,  whenever 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  looked  at  her,  there  was  no  sleep  in  her  ^es, 
and  at  last  she  persuaded  her  to  leave  her,  on  the  plea  that  being- 
watched  made  her  more  wakeful,  as  she  did  not  like  to  see 
mamma  sitting  up. 

Almost  as  soon  as  it  was  light,  Mrs.  Edmonstone  returned, 
and  was  positively  frightened ;  for  there  stood  Amabel,  dressed 
in  her  white  mushn,  her  white  bonnet,  and  her  deep  lace  wedding- 
veil.  All  her  glossy  hair  was  hidden  away,  and  her  &oe  waa 
placid  as  ever,  though  there  was  a  red  spot  on  each  cheek.  She 
saw  her  mother's  alarm,  and  reassured^her  by  speaking  calmly. 

'  You  know  I  have  nothing  else  but  colours ;  I  should  like  to 
wear  this,  if  you  will  let  me.' 

'  But,  dearest,  you  must  not— <*annot  go.' 

*  It  is  very  near.  We  often  walked  there  together.  I  would 
not  if  I  thought  it  would  hurt  me ;  but  I  wish  it  very  much 
indeed.    At  home  by  Michaelmas  V 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  yielded,  though  her  mind  misgave  her,  com- 
forted by  hoping  for  the  much  desired  tears.  But  Amabel,  who 
used  to  cry  so  easily  for  a  trifle,  had  now  not  a  tear.  Her  grief 
was  as  yet  too  deep,  or  perhiH>8  more  truly  sorrow  and  mourning 
had  not  b^un  wlule  the  influence  of  her  husband's  spirit  was 
about  her  still. 

It  was  time  to  set  forth,  and  the  small  party  of  mourners  met 
in  the  long  corridor.  Mr.  Edmonstone  would  have  given  hia 
daughter  his  arm,  but  she  said — 

'  I  beg  your  pardon,  dear  papa,  I  don't  think  I  can ;'  and  she 
walked  alone  and  firmly. 

It  was  a  strange  sight  that  English  funeral,  so  far  from  Eng- 


THE  HEIB  OF  BEDCfLTFIU  41^ 

land.  The  bearers  were  Italian  peasants.  There  was  a  sheet 
thrown  over  the  coffin  instead  of  a  pall,  and  this,  with  the  white^ 
dress  of  the  young  widow,  gave  the  effect  of  the  emblematie 
whiteness  of  a  child's  funeral ;  and  the  impression  was  heightened 
by  the  floating  ourhng  white  clouds  of  vapour  rising  in  strange 
shrouded  shadowy  forms,  like  spirit  mourners,  from  the  narrow 
ravines  round  the  grave-yard,  and  the  snowy  mountains  shining- 
in  the  morning  light  against  the  sky. 

Glidinff  almost  like  one  of  those  white  wreaths  of  mist,  Amabel 
walked  alone,  tearless  and  calm,  her  head  bent  down,  and  her 
long  veil  falling  round  her  in  full  light  folds,  as  when  it  had 
caught  the  purple  light  on  her  wedding-day.  Her  parents  were 
close  behind,  weeping  more  for  the  living  than  the  dead,  thougk 
Guy  had  a  fast  hold  of  their  hearts ;  and  his  own  mother  c<^d 
scarce  have  loved  him  better  than  Mrs.  Edmonstone  did.  Lastly^ 
were  Anne  and  Amaud,  sincere  mourners,  especially  Araaud,  wW 
had  loved  and  cherished  his  young  master  from  duldhood. 

They  went  to  the  stranger's  comer  of  the  grave-yard,  for  eT 
course  the  church  did  not  open  to  a  member  of  another  commiK 
nion  of  the  visible  church ;  but  around  them  were  the  hills  in 
which  he  had  read  many  a  meaning,  and  whicih  had  echoed  a 
response  to  his  last  chant  with  the  promise  of  the  blessing  oT 
peace. 

The  blessing  of  peace  came  in  the  precious  English  burial^ 
service,  as  they  laid  him  to  rest  in  the  earth,  beneath  the  spread^ 
ing  chesnut-tree,  rendered  a  home  by  those  words  of  his  Mother 
Church — ^the  mother  who  had  guided  each  of  his  steps  in  his. 
orphaned  life.  It  was  a  distant  grave,  far  from  his  home  and 
kindred,  but  in  a  hallowed  spot,  and  a  most  fair  one ;  and  ther^ 
might  his  mortal  frame  meetly  rest  till  the  day  when  he  should 
rise,  while  from  their  ancestral  tombs  should  likewise  awaken  the* 
forefathers  whose  sins  were  indeed  visited  on  him  in  his  early 
death ;  but,  thanks  to  Him  who  giveth  the  victory,  in  4eath  with» 
out  the  sting. 

Amabel,  in  obedience  to  a  sign  from  her  mother,  sat  on  a  root 
of  the  tree  while  the  Lesson  was  read,  and  afterwards  she  moved 
forward  and  stood  at  the  edge  of  the  grave,  her  hands  tightly 
clasped,  and  her  head  somewhat  raised,  as  if  her  spirit  was  follow^ 
ing  her  husband  to  his  repose  above,  rather  than  to  his  earthly 
resting-place. 

The  service  was  ended,  and  she  was  taking  a  last  long  gaze^ 
while  her  mother,  in  the  utmost  anxiety,  was  striving  to  make- 
up her  mind  to  draw  her  away,  when  suddenly  a  tall  gaunt 
figure  was  among  them — ^his  face  ghastly  pale,  and  full  of  despair 
and  bewilderment — ^his  step  uncertain — ^hls  dress  disordered. 

S£2 
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Amabel  turned,  went  up  to  bim,  laid  her  hand  on  his  arm,  and 
said,  Boftly,  and  quietly  looking  up  in  his  face,  '  It  is  over  now, 
Philip ;  you  had  better  come  home.' 

Not  attempting  to  withstand  her,  he  obeyed  as  if  it  was  his 
only  instinct.  It  was  like  some  vision  of  a  guiding,  succouring 
spirit,  as  she  moved  on,  slowly  gliding  in  her  wlute  draperies. 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  watched  her  in  unspeakable  awe  and  amaze- 
ment, aknost  overpowering  her  anxieties.  It  seemed  as  impos- 
sible that  the  one  should  be  Amy  as  that  the  other  should  be 
Philip ;  her  ffentle  little  clinging  daughter,  or  her  proud,  imper- 
turbable, sel^reliant  nephew. 

But  it  was  Amy's  own  face,  when  they  entered  the  corridor 
and  she  turned  back  her  veil,  showing  her  flushed  and  heated 
cheeks,  at  the  same  time  opening  Philip's  door  and  sayinff, '  Now 
you  must  rest,  for  you  ought  not  to  have  come  out.  Lie  down, 
and  let  mamma  read  to  you.' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  reluctant,  but  Amy  looked  up  earnestly 
and  said,  '  Yes,  dear  mamma,  I  should  like  t6  be  alone  a  little 
while.' 

She  then  conducted  her  father  to  the  sitting-room  upstairs. 

'  I  will  give  you  the  papers,'  she  said ;  and  leaving  him,  re- 
turned immediately. 

'  This  is  his  will,'  she  said.  '  You  will  tell  me  if  there  is  any- 
thing I  must  do  at  once.  Here  is  a  letter  to  Mr.  Markham^ 
and  another  to  Mr.  Dixon,  if  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  write  and 
enclose  them.    Thank  you,  dear  papa.' 

She  drew  a  blotting-book  towards  him,  saw  that  there  was  ink 
and  pen,  and  left  him  too  much  appalled  at  her  ways  to  say  any- 
thing. 

His  task  was  less  hard  than  the  one  she  had  set  her  mother. 
Strong  excitement  had  carried  Philip  to  the  grave-yard  as  soon 
as  he  learnt  what  was  passing.  He  could  hardly  return  even 
with  Amaud's  support,  and  he  had  only  just  reached  his  sola 
before  he jTell  into  a  fainting-fit. 

It  was  long  before  he  gave  any  si^  of  returning  life,  and  when 
he  opened  lus  eyes  and  saw  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  he  closed  them 
almost  immediately,  as  if  unable  to  meet  her  look.    It  was  ' 

easier  to  treat  him  in  his  swoon  than  afterwards.     She  knew 
nothing  of  his  repentance  and  confession ;  she  only  knew  he  had  > 

abused  her  confidence,  led  Laura  to  act  insincerely,  and  been  the  I 

cause  of  GKiy's  death.  She  did  not  know  how  bitterly  he  accused  I 

himself,  and  though  she  could  not  but  see  he  was  miserable,  she  | 

could  by  no  means  fathom  his  wretchedness,  nor  guess  that  her  | 

very  presence  made  him  conscious  how  far  he  was  fallen.     He 
was  so  ill  that  she  could  not  manifest  her  displeasure,  nor  show 
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oaytbing  but  solicitude  for  Ids  relief;  but  her  kindness  was  en- 
tirely to  his  condition,  not  to  himself;  and  perceiving  this,  while 
he  thought  his  confession  had  been  received,  greatly  aggravated 
his  distress,  though  he  owned  within  himself  that  he  well  de- 
served it. 

She  found  that  he  was  in  no  state  for  being  read  to ;  he  was 
completely  exhausted,  and  suffering  from  violent  headache.  So 
when  she  could  conscientiously  say  that  to  be  lefb  quiet  was  the 
best  thinff  for  him,  she  went  to  her  daughter. 

Amabel  was  lying  on  her  bed,  her  Bible  open  by  her ;  not 
exactly  reading,  but  as  if  she  was  now  and  then  finmng  a  verse 
and  dwelling  on  it.  Gentle  and  serene  she  loooked ;  but  would 
she  never  weep  P  would  those  quiet  blue  eyes  be  always  sleepless 
and  tearless  ? 

She  asked  anxiously  for  Philip,  and  throughout  the  day  he 
seemed  to  be  her  care.  She  did  not  try  to  get  up  and  go  to  him, 
but  she  was  continually  begging  her  mother  to  see  about  him. 
It  was  a  harassing  day  for  poor  Mrs.  Edmonstone.  She  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  sat  by  Amabel  all  the  time,  writing  to 
Charles,  or  hearing  her  talk.  Amy  had  much  to  say,  for  she 
wished  to  make  her  mother  share  the  perfect  peace  and  thank- 
fulness that  had  been  breathed  upon  her  during  those  last  hovixa 
with  her  husband,  and  she  liked  to  tell  the  circumstances  of  his 
illness  and  his  precious  sayings,  to  one  who  would  treasure  thcfm 
almost  like  henelf.  She  spoke  with  her  face  turned  away,  so  as 
not  to  see  her  mother's  tears,  but  her  mild  voice  unwavering,  as 
if  secure  in  the  happiness  of  these  recollections.  This  was  the 
only  comfort  of  Mra.  Edmonstone's  day ;  but  when  she  heard 
her  husband's  boots  creaking  in  the  corridor,  it  was  a  sure  sign 
that  he  was  in^some  perplexity,  and  that  she  must  go  and  help 
him  to  write  a  letter,  or  make  some  arrangement.  Philip,  too, 
needed  attention ;  but  excellent  nurse  as  Mrs.  Edmonstone  was, 
she  only  made  hhn  worse.  The  more  he  felt  she  was  his  kind 
aunt  stul,  the  more  he  saw  how  he  had  wounded  her,  and  that 
her  pardon  was  an  effort.  The  fond,  spontaneous,  unreserved 
affection — almost  petting — ^which  he  had  well-nigh  dared  to  con- 
temn, was  gone;  her  manner  was  only  that  of  a  considerate 
nurse.  Much  as  he  longed  for  a  word  of  Laura,  he  did  not  dal!6 
to  lead  to  it, — ^indeed,  he  was  so  far  from  speaking  to  her  of  any 
subject  which  touched  him,  that  he  did  not  presume  even  to  in- 
quire for  Amabel,  he  only  heard  of  her  through  Amaud. 

At  night  sheer  exhaustion  worked  its  own  cure;  he  slept 
soundly,  and  awoke  in  the  morning  revived.  He  heard  from 
Amaud  that  Lady  Morville  was  pretty  well,  but  had  not  slept ; 
and  presently  Mrs.  Edmonstone  came  in  and  took  pains  to  make 
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Urn  comfortable,  but  with  an  involuntary  dryness  of  manner* 
She  told  him  his  unde  would  oome  to  see  him  as  soon  as  he  was 
«p,  if  he  felt  equal  to  talking  over  some  business.  Philip's  brain 
reeled  with  dismay  and  oonstemation,  for  it  flashed  on  him  thai 
he  was  heir  of  Eedclyffe.  He  must  profit  by  the  death  he  had 
eaused ;  he  had  slain,  and  he  must  take  possession  of  the  lands 
which,  with  loathing  and  horror,  he  remembered  that  he  had 
4dmost  coveted.  Nothing  more  was  wanting.  There  was  little 
consolation  in  remembenng  that  the  inheritance  would  dear 
^nray  all  difficulties  in  the  way  of  his  maniage.  He  had  sinned; 
weJth  did  not  alter  his  £Emlt,  and  his  spirit  could  not  brook  thai 
if  spumed  in  poverty,  he  should  be  received  for  lus  riches.  Ha 
lionoured  his  aunt  for  being  cold  and  reserved,  and  could  not 
bear  the  idea  of  seeing  his  uncle  ready  to  meet  him  half-way. 
<  After  the  first  ahock  he  became  anxious  to  have  the  meeting 
^cr,  know  the  wont,  and  hear  on  what  ground  he  stood  with 
JUanra.  JU  soon  as  he  was  dressed,  he  sent  a  message  to  announoo 
tbhat  he  was  ready,  and  lay  on  the  sofa  awaiting  his  uncle's  amval, 
4M  patiently  as  he  could.  Mr.  Sdmonstone,  meantime,  was  screw* 
ing  up  his  courage — not  that  he  meant  to  say  a  woi^i  of  Lanra» 
^-^Phiiip  was  too  unwell  to  be  told  his  opinion  of  him,  but  now 
lie  had  ceased  to  rely  on  his  nephew,  he  began  to  dread  him  and 
tiia  overbearing  ways;  and  besides  he  had  a  perfect  horror  of 
mdtnessing  agitation. 

.    At  last  he  came,  and  Phil^  rose  to  meet  him  with  a  feeling 
•of  shame  and  inferiority  most  new  to  him. 

*  Don't  don't,  I  b^,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone,  with  what  was 
meant  for  dignity.  ^  Lie  still ;  you  had  much  better.  My  stars  i 
liow  ill  you  ^k  V  he  exdaimea,  startled  by  Philip's  altered  &oa 
«ad  figure.  'You  have  had  a  sharpish  touch;  but  you  ate 
)iMtter,eh?' 
.    *  Yes,  thank  you,' 

'  Well ;  I  thought  I  had  better  come  and  speak  to  you,  if 
Tou  felt  up  to  it.  Here  is — ^here  is — I  hope  it  is  all  right  and 
|^;al ;  but  that  you  can  tell  better  than  I;  and  you  are  con^ 
cemed  in  it  any  how.  Here  is  poor  Guy's  will,  which  we 
thought  you  had  better  look  over,  jf  you  liked,  and  felt  equal, 
«hf' 

'  Thank  you,'  said  Philip,  holding  out  his  hand ;  but  Mr.  Ed- 
monstone withheld  it,  trymg  his  patience  by  an  endless  quantity 
of  discuzsive  half^sentences,  apparently  without  connexion  with 
4Mch  other,  about  disappointoMsnt,  and  hopes,  and  being  sorry, 
and  prospects,  and  its  '  being  an  impleasant  thing,'  and  '  beat 
not  raise  his  expectations :'  during  all  which  time  Philip,  expect- 
ing to  hear  of  Laura,  and  his  heart  beating  so  &8t  as  to  renew 
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the  seofiation  of  fiBdntiiess,  waited  in  vain,  and  rtroTe  to  gather 
the  meaning,  and  find  out  whether  he  was  forgiven,  almost  douht- 
ing  whether  the  confusion  was  in  his  own  mind  or  in  his  micle's 
words.  However,  at  last  the  meaning  holted  out  in  one  compie* 
hensive  sentence,  when  Mr.  Edmonstone  thought  he  had  suffi* 
ciently  prepared  him  for  his  disappointment, — '  Poor  Amy  ifl  to 
be  confined  in  the  spring.' 

There  Mr.  Edmonstone  stopped  short,  very  much  afraid  of  the 
effect ;  but  Philip  raised  himself,  his  hoe  brightened,  as  if  he 
was  greatly  rdieved,  and  from  his  heart  he  exclaimed,  *  Thank 
Heaven!' 

'That's  right!  that  is  veiy  well  said!'  answered  Mr.  Edmon- 
stone, very  much  pleased.  '  It  would  be  a  pity  it  should  go  oat 
of  the  old  line  after  all ;  and  it's  a  vexy  generous  thing  in  you  to 
aay  so.' 

'Oh  noT  said  Philip,  shrinking  into  himself  at  even  such 
praise  as  this. 

*  Well,  well,'  said  his  unele, '  yon  will  see  he  has  thought  of  you, 
be  it  how  it  may.  There !  I  only  hope  it  is  right ;  though  it 
does  seem  rather  queer,  appointing  poor  little  Amy  executor 
Tather  than  me.  If  I  had  but  been  here  in  time !  But  'twas 
Heaven's  will ;  and  so—  It  does  not  signify,  after  all,  if  it  is 
not  quite  foniud.    We  understand  each  other.' 

The  will  was  on  a  sheet  of  letter-paper,  in  Amaud's  stiff  Frendi 
liandwriting;  it  was  witnessed  by  the  two  Mr.  Morrises,  and 
signed  on  the  27th  of  September,  in  very  frail  and  feeble  charao* 
ters.  Amabel  and  Maikham  were  the  executors,  and  Amabel 
was  to  be  sole  guardian,  in  case  of  the  birth  of  a  child.  If  it  was 
ason,  £10,000  was  left  to  Philip  himself;  if  not,  he  was  to  have 
all  the  plate,  furniture,  &e.y  of  Eedclyffe,  with  the  exception  of 
whatever  Lady  Morville  might  choose  for  herself. 

Philip  scarcely  regarded  the  legacy  (though  it  smoothed  away 
his  chief  difficulties)  as  more  than  another  of  those  ill-requited 
benefits  which  were  weighing  him  to  the  earth.  He  read  on  to 
a  sentence  which  reproached  him  so  acutely,  that  he  would  wil- 
lingly have  hidden  from  it,  as  he  had  done  from  Guy's  counte- 
nance. It  was  the  bequest  of  £5000  to  Elizabeth  Wellwood. 
Sebastian  Dixon's  debta  were  to  be  paid  off;  £1000  was  left  to 
Marianne  Dixon,  and  the  rest  of  the  personal  property  was  to  be 
Amabel's. 

He  gave  back  the  pi^r,  with  only  the  words  '  Thank  you.' 
He  did  not  feel  as  if  it  was  for  him  to  speak ;  and  Mr.  Edmoiv- 
stone  hesitated,  made  an  attempt  at  congratulating  him,  broke 
•down,  and  asked  if  it  was  properly  drawn  up. 

He  glanced  at  the  beginning  and  end,  said  it  was  quite  correct 
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and  laid  his  head  down,  as  if  the  examination  had  been  a  great 
deal  of  trouble. 

'  And  what  do  you  think  of  Amy's  being  under  age  ?'  fidgeted 
on  Mr.  Edmonstone.  '  How  is  she  to  act,  poor  dear !  Shall  I 
act  for  her  ?' 

'  She  will  soon  be  of  age,'  said  Philip,  wearily. 

*  In  January,  poor  darling.  Who  would  have  thought  how  it 
would  have  been  with  her  ?  I  little  thought,  last  May — ^but, 
holloa!  what  have  I  been  atp'  cried  he,  jumping  up  in  a  great 
fright,  as  Philip,  so  weak  as  to  be  overcome  by  the  least  agita- 
tion, changed  countenance,  covered  his  face  with  his  hands,  and 
turned  away  with  a  suppressed  sob.  '  I  didn't  mean  it,  I  am 
sure!    Here!  mamma!' 

*  No,  no,'  said  Philip,  recovering,  and  sitting  up ;  *  don't  call 
her,  I  beg.    There  is  nothing  the  matter.' 

Mr.  Edmonstone  obeyed;  but  he  was  too  much  afraid  of 
causing  a  renewal  of  agitation  to  continue  the  conversation ;  and 
after  walking  about  the  room  a  little  while,  and  shaking  it  more 
than  Philip  could  well  bear,  he  went  away  to  write  his  letters. 

In  the  mean  time,  Amabel  had  been  spending  her  morning  in 
the  same  quiet  way  as  the  former  day.  She  wrote  part  of  a  letter 
to  Laura,  and  walked  to  the  graveyard,  rather  against  her  mother's 
wish ;  but  she  was  so  good  and  obedient,  it  was  impossible  to 
thwart  her,  though  Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  surprised  at  her  pro- 
posal to  join  her  father  and  Philip  at  tea.     *  Do  you  like  it,  my 

*  He  told  me  to  take  care  of  him,'  said  Amabel. 

'I  cannot  feel  that  he  deserves  you  should  worry  yourself 
about  him,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone.     '  If  you  knew  all '  * 

'  I  do  know  all,  mamma, — ^if  you  mean  about  Laura.  Surely 
Tou  must  foi^ve.  Think  how  he  repents.  What,  have  you  not 
had  his  letter  ?    Then  how  did  you  know  F' 

'  I  learned  it  from  Laura  herself.  Her  trouble  at  his  illness 
revealed  it.    Do  you  say  he  has  written  ?' 

'  Yes,  mamma ;  he  told  Guy  all  about  it,  and  was  very  sony, 
and  wrote  as  soon  as  he  was  able.  Quy  sent  you  a  long  message. 
He  was  so  anxious  about  it.' 

Amabel  showed  more  eagerness  to  understand  the  state  of  the 
case,  than  she  had  about  anything  else.  She  urged  that  Philip 
should  be  spoken  to,  as  soon  as  possible,  saying  the  suspense 
must  be  grievous,  and  dwelling  on  his  repentance.  Mrs.  Edmon* 
stone  promised  to  speak  to  papa,  and  this  satisfied  her ;  but  she 
held  her  resolution  of  meeting  JPhilip  that  evening,  looking  on 
him  as  a  charge  left  her  by  her  husband,  and  conscious  that,  a& 
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she  alone  understood  how  deep  was  bis  sorrow,  she  could  make 
the  time  spent  with  her  parents  less  embarrassing. 

Her  presence  always  soothed  him,  and  regard  for  her  kept  her 
father  quiet ;  so  that  the  evening  passed  off  very  well.  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  waited  on  both ;  and,  in  Amy's  presence,  was  better 
able  to  resume  her  usual  manner  towards  her  nephew,  and  he  sat 
wondering  at  the  placidity  of  Amy's  pale  face.  Her  hair  was 
smoothed  back,  and  she  wore  a  cap, — the  loss  of  her  long  shady 
curls  helping  to  mark  the  change  from  the  bright  days  of  h^ 
girlhood ;  but  the  moumfulness  of  her  countenance  did  not  mar 
the  purily  and  serenity  that  had  always  been  its  great  character* 
istic ;  and  in  the  faint  sweet  smile  with  which  she  received  a  kind 
word  or  attention,  there  was  a  likeness  to  that  peculiar  and 
beautiful  expression  of  her  husband's,  so  as,  in  spite  of  the  great 
difference  of  feature  and  colouring,  to  give  her  a  resembUnce 
to  him. 

All  this  day  had  been  spent  by  Mr.  Edmonstone  in  a  fret  to 
get  away  from  Recoara,  and  his  wife  was  hardly  less  desirous  to 
leave  it  than  himself,  for  she  could  have  no  peace  or  comfort 
about  Amabel,  till  she  had  her  safely  at  home.  Still  she  dreaded 
proposing  the  departure,  and  even  more  the  departure  itself ;  and, 
in  spite  of  Mr.  Edmonstone's  impatience,  she  let  her  alone  till  she 
had  her  moiuming ;  but  when,  after  two  days  of  hard  work,  Anne 
had  nearly  managed  to  complete  it,  she  made  up  her  mind  to  tell 
her  daughter  that  they  ought  to  set  out. 

Amabel  replied  by  mentioning  Philip.  She  deemed  him  a  sort 
of  trust,  and  had  been  reposing  in  the  thought  of  making  him  a 
reason  for  lingering  in  the  scene  where  the  brightness  of  her  life 
had  departed  from  her.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  would  not  allow  that 
she  ought  to  remain  for  his  sake,  and  told  her  it  was  her  duty  to 
resolve  to  leave  the  place.  She  said, '  Yes,  but  for  him ;'  and  it 
ended  in  Mrs.  Edmonstone  going,  without  telling  her,  to  inform 
him  that  she  thought  Amy  ought  to  be  at  home  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible ;  but  that  it  was  d^cult  to  prevail  on  her,  because  she 
thought  him  as  yet  not  well  enough  to  be  left.  He  was,  of  course, 
shocked  at  being  thus  considered,  and  as  soon  as  he  next  saw 
Amabel,  told  her,  with  great  earnestness,  that  he  could  not  bear 
to  see  her  remaining  there  on  his  account ;  that  he  wa^  almost 
well,  and  meant  to  leave  Eecoara  very  soon ;  the  journey  was 
very  easy ;  the  sea  voyage  would  be  the  best  thing  for  him,  and 
he  should  be  glad  to  get  to  the  regimental  doctor  at  Corfu. 

Amabel  sighed,  and  knew  she  ought  to  be  convinced.  The 
very  pain  it  gave  her  to  lose  sight  of  that  green  grave,  the  ches- 
nut-tree,  and  the  white  mountain;  to  leave   the  rooms  and 
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passages  which  still,  to  her  ears,  were  haunted  by  Quy's  hushed 
step  and  voice,  and  to  part  with  the  window  where  she  used  each. 
wakeM  night  to  retrace  his  profile  as  he  had  stood  pausing  before 
telling  her  of  his  exceeding  happiness ;  that  yery  pain  imuie  her 
think  that  opposition  would  be  selfish*  She  must  go  some  time 
or  other,  and  it  was  foolish  to  deSex  the  struggle ;  she  must  not 
detain  her  parents  in  an  infected  place,  nor  keep  her  mother  Gcoxa 
Charles.  She  therefore  consented,  and  let  them  do  what  thef 
pleased,— ^nly  insisting  on  Amaud's  being  left  with  Philip. 

Philip  did  not  think  this  necessary,  but  yielded,  when  she 
mged  it  as  a  relief  to  her  own  mind ;  and  Amaud,  though  unwil- 
lii^,  and  used  to  his  own  way,  could  make  no  objection  when  sbe 
asked  it  as  a  personal  fayour.  Amsud  was,  at  his  own  earnest 
wish,  to  continue  in  her  service ;  and,  as  soon  as  Philip  was  able 
to  embark,  was  to  follow  her  to  HoUywell. 

All  this  time  nothing  passed  about  Laura.  Amabel  asked 
several  times  whether  papa  had  spoken,  but  was  always  answered^ 
*Not  yet  ;^  and  at  last  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  after  vainly  trying  to 
persuade  him,  was  obliged  to  give  it  up.  The  truth  was,  he 
oould  not  beg^ ;  he  was  afraid  of  his  nephew,  and  so  unused  to 
assume  superiority  over  him  that  he  did  not  know  what  to  do, 
and  found  all  kinds  of  reasons  for  avoiding  the  embarrassing 
scene.  Since  Philip  still  must  be  dealt  with  cautiously,  better 
not  enter  on  the  subject  at  all.  When  reminded  that  the  suqpenae 
was  worse  than  anything,  he  said,  no  one  could  tell  how  things 
would  turn  out,  and  grew  angry  with  his  wife  for  wishing  him  to 
make  up  a  shameful  affair  like  that,  when  poor  Guy  had  not  been 
dead  a  week,  and  he  had  been  the  death  of  him ;  but  it  was  just 
like  mamma,  she  always  i^ilt  him.  He  had  a  great  mind  to 
vow  never  to  consent  to  his  daughter's  manying  such  an  over- 
bearing, pragmatical  fellow ;  she  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  even 
thinking  of  him,  when  he  was  no  better  than  her  brother's 
murderer. 

After  this  tirade,  Mrs.  Edmonstone  might  well  feel  obliged  to 
tell  Amabel,  that  papa  must  not  be  pressed  any  further ;  and, 
of  course,  if  he  would  not  speak,  she  could  not  (nor  did  she 
wish  it). 

*  Then,  mamma,^  said  Amabel,,  with  the  air  of  decision  that  had 
lately  grown  on  her, '  I  must  tell  him.  I  beg  your  pardon,*  she 
added,  imploringly ;  '  but  indeed  I  must.  It  is  hard  on  him  not 
to  hear  that  you  had  not  his  letter,  and  that  Laura  has  ixAL  I 
know  Ghiy  would  wish  me,  so  don't  be  displeased,  dear  mamma.* 

'  I  can't  be  displeased  with  anything  you  do.' 

*  And  you  give  me  leave  ?' 

*  To  be  sure  I  do, — ^leave  to  do  anything  but  hurt  yourself.' 
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'  And  would  it  be  wrong  for  me  to  offer  to  write  to  him  ?  No 
one  else  will,  and  it  wiU  be  sad  for  him  not  to  hear.  It  cannot 
be  wrong,  can  it  P'  said  she,  as  the  fingers  of  her  right  hand 
squeezed  her  wedding-ring,  a  habit  she  had  taken  up  of  late. 

*  Certainly  not,  my  poor  darling.  Do  just  as  you  think  fit. 
I  am  sorry  for  him,  for  I  am  sure  he  is  in  great  trouble,  and  I 
should  like  him  to  be  comforted — ^if  he  can.  But,  Amy,  you 
must  not  ask  me  to  do  it.     He  has  disappointed  me  too  much.' 

Mi8.  Edmonstone  left  the  room  in  tears. 

Amabel  went  up  to  the  window,  looked  long  at  the  chesnut- 
tree,  then  up  into  the  sky,  sat  down,  and  leant  her  forehead  on 
he^  hand  in  meditation,  until  she  rocie  up,  cheered  and  sustained, 
as  if  she  had  been  holding  council  with  her  husband. 

She  did  not  over-estimailie  Philip's  sufferings  from  suspense  and 
anxiety.  He  had  not  heard  a  woid  of  Laura ;  how  she  had  borna 
his  illness,  nor  how  much  di^pleaaufe  his  confession  had  brought 
upon  her;  nor  could  he  lewn  what  hope  there  was  that  his 
repentanoe  was  aoo^pted.  He  did  not  venture  to  ask;  for  after 
engaging  to  leave  all  to  them,  could  he  intrude  his  own  concerns 
on  them  at  such  a  time  ?  It  was  but  a  twelvemonth  since  he 
had  saddened  and  shadowed  Guy's  short  life  and  love  with  the 
very  suffering  from  imcertainty  that  he  found  so  hard  to  bear. 
As  he  remembered  this,  he  had  a  sort  of  fierce  satis&ction  in 
enduring  this  retributive  justice ;  though  there  were  moods  when 
he  felt  the  torture  so  acutely,  that  it  aeemed  to  him  as  if  his 
brain  would  turn  if  he  saw  them  depart^  and  was  left  behind  to 
this  distracting  doubt. 

The  day  had  come,  on  which  they  were  to  take  their  first  stagey 
ae  far  as  Yioenza,  and  his  laet  hopes  were  fading.  He  tried  to 
lose  the  sense  of  misery  by  bestirring  himself  in  the  preparations; 
but  he  was  too  weak,  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  infristing  on  hit 
attempting  so  more,  sent  him  back  to  his  own  sitting-room. 

Fr€»enu^there  was  a  knock,  and  in  came  Amabel,  dressed,  fior 
the  first  time,  in  her  weeds,  the  blackness  and  undth  of  her 
sweeping  crape  making  her  young  fice  look  smaller  and  paler, 
while  she  hdd  in  her  hand  some  leaves  of  chesnut,  that  showed 
where  she  had  been.  She  smiled  a  little  as  she  came  in,  saying, 
'I  am  come  to  you  for  a  little  qwt,  out  of  the  bustle  of  packing 
up.     I  want  you  to  do  something  for  me.' 

'  Anything  for  you.' 

'  It  is  what  you  will  like  to  do,'  said  she,  with  tkai  smile,  *  fbf 
it  is  more  for  kim  than  for  me.  Could  you.  without  teasing 
yourself^  put  that  into  Latin  for  me,  by  and  bye?  I  think  it 
should  be  in  Latin,  as  it  is  in  a  foreign  coontiy.' 

She  gave  lum  a  paper  in. her  own  writing. 
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GUT  MOBVILLE, 

OP    BEDCLTFPE,    BKOLAKB. 

DIED  THE  EYE  OE  ST.  MICHAEL  AXD  AU.  ASTGELS,  18 — 

AGED  21^. 

I  BELIETE  IK  THE  COlOnTSIOK  OE  BAOTTS. 

'  Will  jon  be  so  kind  as  to  give  it  to  Amand  when  it  is  done?* 
she  continued;  'he  will  send  it  to  the  man  who  is  making  the 
cross.    I  think  the  kind  people  here  will  respect  it.' 

'  Yes,'  said  Philip, '  it  is  soon  done,  and  thank  you  for  letting 
me  do  it.  But,  Amy,  I  would  not  alter  your  choice ;  yet  there 
is  one  that  seems  to  me  more  i^plicahle,  'Gbeater  love  hatk 
no  man ^ ' 

'  I  know  what  you  mean,'  said  Amy ;  '  but  that  has  so  high 
a  meaning  that  he  could  not  bear  it  to  be  applied  to  him.' 

*  Or  rather,  what  right  have  I  to  quote  it  P'  said  Philip,  bitterlj. 

*  His  friend!  No,  Amy;  you  should  rather  choose, '  If  tlune  enemy 
thirst,  give  him  drink;  for  in  so  doing  thou  shalt  heap  coals  of 
fire  on  his  head.'  I  am  sure  they  aie  burning  on  mine,'  and  he 
pressed  his  hand  on  his  forehead. 

'Don't  say  such  things.  We  both  know  that,  at  the  worst 
of  times,  he  looked  on  you  as  a  sincere  friend.' 

Philip  groaned,  and  she  thought  it  best  to  go  on  to  somethings 
else.  '  I  like  thu  best,'  she  said.  *  It  will  be  nice  to  think  of 
far  away.  I  should  like,  too,  for  these  Italians  to  see  the  stranger 
has  the  same  creed  as  themselves.' 

After  a  moment's  pause,  during  which  he  looked  at  the  paper, 
he  said, '  Amy,  I  have  one  thing  to  ask  of  you.  Will  you  write 
my  name  in  the  Prayer-book  ?' 

'  That  I  win,'  said  she,  and  Philip  drew  it  from  under  the  sofia 
cushion,  and  began  putting  together  his  pocket  gold  pen.  While 
he  was  doing  t^,  she  said,  *  WiQ  you  write  to  me  sometimes  ? 
I  shall  be  so  anxious  to  know  how  you  get  on.' 

'  Yes,  thank  you,'  said  he,  with  a  sigh,  as  if  he  would  fain  have 
said  more. 

She  paused ;  then  said,  abnytly, '  Do  you  know  they  never 
had  your  letter  ?' 

*  Ha  ?  Good  heavens !'  cried  he,  starting  up  in  consternation; 

*  then  they  don't  know  it !' 

*  They  do.  Sit  down,  Philip,  and  hear.  I  wanted  to  tell  you 
about  it.  They  know  it.  Poor  Laura  was  so  unhappy  when 
you  were  ill,  that  mamma  made  it  out  from  her.' 

He  obeyed  the  hand  that  invited  him  back  to  his  seat,  and 
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turned  bis  face  earnestly  towards  ber.  He  must  let  ber  be  bis 
comforter,  tbougb  a  moment  before  bis  mind  would  bave  revolted 
at  troubling  tbe  newly-made  widow  witb  bis  love  affairs.  Amabel 
told  bim,  as  fully  and  clearly  as  sbe  could,  bow  tbe  trutb  bad 
come  out,  bow  gently  Laura  bad  been  dealt  witb,  bow  Cbarles 
bad  been  trying  to  soften  bis  iatber,  and  papa  bad  not  said  one 
angry  word  to  ber. 

*  Tbey  foi^ve  ber.  Ob,  Amy,  tbanks  indeed !  You  bave  taken 
away  one  of  tbe  beaviest  burdens.  I  am  glad,  indeed,  tbat  sbe 
spoke  first.  For  my  own  part,  I  see  tbrougb  all  tbeir  kindness 
and  consideration,  bow  tbey  regard  me.' 

'  Tbey  know  bow  sorry  you  are,  and  tbat  you  wrote  to  tell  all,' 
said  Amabel.  'Tbey  foi^ve,  indeed  tbey  do;  but  tbey  cannot 
bear  to  speak  about  it  just  yet.' 

'  If  you  foi^ve,  Amy,'  said  be,  in  a  busky  voice, '  I  may  bope 
for  pardon  from  any.' 

'  Husb !'  don't  say  tbat.  You  bave  been  so  kind,  all  tbis  time, 
and  we  bave  felt  togetber  so  mucb,  tbat  no  one  could  belp  for- 
getting anytbing  tbat  went  before.  Tben  you  will  write  to  me; 
and  will  you  tell  me  bow  to  direct  to  you  ?' 

'  You  will  write  to  me  ?'  cried  Fbilip,  brigbtening  for  a  moment 
witb  glad  surprise.  '  Ob,  Amy,  you  will  quite  overpower  me 
witb  your  goodness ! — ^Tbe  coals  of  fire,'  be  finisbed,  sinking  bis 
voice,  and  again  pressing  bis  band  to  bis  brow. 

'You  must  not  speak  so,  Pbilip;'  tben  looking  at  bim,  ^Is 
your  bead  acbinff  ?' 

'  Not  so  mudi  acbing  as — '  be  paused,  and  exclaimed,  as  if 
carried  away  in  spite  of  bimself,  'abnost  bursting  witb  tbe  tbougbts 
of — of  you.  Amy,— of  bim  wbom  I  knew  too  late, — wilfully  mis- 
understood, envied,  persecuted ;  wbo, — ob !  Amy,  Amy,  if  you 
could  guess  at  tbe  anguisb  of  but  one  of  my  tbougbts,  you  would 
know  wbat  tbe  first  murderer  meant  wben  be  said, '  My  punisb- 
ment  is  greater  tban  I  can  bear.' ' 

'I  can't  say  don't  tbink,'  said  Amy,  in  ber  sweet,  calm 
tone ;  '  for  I  bave  seen  bow  bappy  repentance  made  bim,  but 
I  know  it  must  be  dreadful.  I  suppose  tbe  worse  it  is  at  tbe 
time,  tbe  better  it  must  be  afterwards.  And  I  am  sure  tins 
Prayer-book' — sbe  bad  ber  band  on  it  all  tbe  time,  as  if  it  was 
a  pleasure  to  ber  to  toucb  it  again — '  must  be  a  comfort  to  you. 
Did  you  not  see  tbat  be  made  me  eive  it  to  you  to  use  tbat  day, 
wben,  if  ever,  tbere  was  pardon  and  peace — ' 

'  I  remember,'  said  Pbilip,  in  a  low,  grave,  beartfelt  tone ;  and 
as  sbe  took  tbe  pen,  and  was  writing  bis  name  below  tbe  old 
inscription,  be  added, '  And  tbe  date,  Amy,  and — yes,'  as  be  saw 
ber  write  '  From  G.  M.'— but  put  from  A.  F.  M.  too.    Tbank 
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yoa !  One  thing  more ;'  he  hesitated,  and  spoke  veiy  low,  *  Yon 
muti  write  in  it  what  yon  said  when  you  eame  to  fetch  me  that 
day,— 'Ahioken''— 

As  she  finished  writing,  Mrs.  Edmonstone  came  in.  '  My  Amy, 
an  is  ready.  We  must  go.  €rood  hy,  PhiHp,'  sud  she,  in  the 
tone  of  one  so  eager  for  departore  as  to  fimcy  fiurewells  would 
hasten  it.  However,  she  was  not  more  eager  than  Mr.  Edmon- 
stone, who  rushed  in  to  huny  them  off,  shaking  hands  cordially 
with  Philip,  and  telling  him  to  make  haste  and  recoTcr  his  good 
looks.  Amabel  held  out  her  hand.  She  would  fain  have  said 
something  cheering,  but  the  pow^  failed  her.  A  deep  ooloor 
came  into  her  che& ;  she  drew  her  thick  black  veil  over  her  face, 
and  turned  away. 

Philip  came  downstairs  with  them,  saw  her  enter  the  cairiage^ 
followed  by  her  mother,  Mr.  Edmonstone  outside.  He  remem- 
bered the  gay  smile  with  which  he  last  saw  her  seated  in  thai 
caiTiafi;e,  and  the  active  figure  that  had  sprung  after  her ;  he 
tiiougnt  of  the  kind  bright  eyes  that  had  pleaded  with  him  for 
the  last  time,  and  recollected  the  suspicions  and  the  pride  with 
which  he  had  plumed  himself  on  his  rejeoiaon,  and  tlmwn  awaj 
the  last  diance. 

Should  he  ever  see  Amabel  again?  He  groaned  and  went ba^ 
to  the  deserted  rooms. 


CHAPTER  XXXVn. 

Andsee 
If  aoght  of  qaigfaify,  fineriiy  or  fi«e^ 
With  the  oaun  sweetneas  may  compara 
Of  the  pale  form  hiJf  Bluznbcnnng  there, 
nierefore  this  one  dear  coach  about 
We  linger  hour  by  hour  : 
The  love  that  eaai  to  eaoh  we  bear. 
All  treaanrea  of  enduring  oarc^ 

Into  her  lap  we  pour. — Ltba  Invocsktiux. 

THE  brother  and  sisters,  left  at  home  together,  had  been  a  very- 
sad  and  silent  party,  unable  to  attempt  comforting  each  other. 
Charlotte's  grief  was  wild  and  ungovernable ;  breaking  out  into 
fits  of  sobbing,  and  attending  to  nothing  till  she  was  abashed 
first  by  a  reproof  from  Mr.  Boss,  and  next  by  the  description 
of  Amabers  conduct ;  when  she  grew  ashamed  and  set  herself 
to  atone,  by  double  care,  for  her  n^lect  of  Charles's  comforts. 

Charles,  however,  wanted  her  little.  He  had  rather  be  let 
alone.  After  one  exclamation  of,  *  My  poor  Amy  !*  he  said  not; 
a  word  of  lamentation,  but  lay  hour  after  hour  without  speaking. 


THE  HEIB  OF  BEDCLYFFE.  431 

dweUing  on  the  happy  days  he  had  spent  with  Guy, — oompaniony 
friend,  Brother, — the  first  heam  that  had  hrightened  his  existence, 
and  taught  him  to  make  it  no  longer  cheerless ;  musing  on  the 
hriUiant  promise  that  had  heen  cut  off;  rememhering  lus  hopes 
for  his  most  heloved  sister,  and  feeling  his  sorrow  with  imagining 
hers.  It  was  his  first  grief,  and  a  very  deep  one.  He  seemed  to 
have  no  oomfort  hut  in  Mr.  Boss,  who  contrived  to  come  to  him 
every  day,  and  would  tell  him  how  fully  he  shared  his  affection 
and  admiration  for  Guy,  how  he  had  marvelled  at  his  whole 
character,  as  it  had  shown  itself  more  especially  at  the  time  of 
his  marriage,  when  his  chastened  temper  had  heen  the  more 
remarjkahle  in  so  young  a  man,  with  the  world  opening  on  him 
so  hrightly.  As  to  the  promise  lost,  that,  indeed,  Mr.  Boss 
Owned,  and  pleased  Charles  by  saying  how  he  had  hoped  to  watch 
its  fulfilment ;  but  he  spoke  <^  its  having  been,  in  truth,  no  blight, 
only  that  those  fair  blossoms  were  removed  where  nothing  could 
check  their  full  development  or  mar  their  beauty.  '  The  hope  in 
earthly  furrows  sown,  would  ripen  in  the  ^ ;'  Charles  groaned, 
saying  it  was  hard  not  to  see  it,  and  they  might  speak  as  thej 
woul^  but  that  would  not  comfort  him  in  thinking  of  his  sister. 
What  was  his  sorrow  to  hers  P  But  Mr.  Boss  had  strong  trust 
in  Amabel's  depth  and  calm  resignation.  He  said  her  spirit  of 
yielding  would  support  her,  that  as  in  drowning  or  falling, 
struggling  is  fatal,  when  quietness  saves,  so  it  would  be  wifli 
her :  and  that  even  in  this  greatest  of  all  trials  she  would  rise 
instead  of  being  crushed,  with  all  that  was  good  and  beauti<* 
ful  in  her  purified  and  refined.  Charles  heard,  strove  to  believe 
and  be  consoled,  and  brought  out  his  letters,  trying,  with  voice 
breaking  down,  to  show  Mr.  Boss  how  truly  he  had  judged  of 
Amy,  then  listened  with  a  kind  of  pleasure  to  the  reports  of  the 
homdy  but  touching  laments  of  all  the  village. 

Laora  did  not,  like  her  brother  and  sister,  seek  for  consolation 
from  Mr.  Boss  or  Mai^.  She  went  on  her  own  way,  saying  little, 
fulfilling  her  household  cares,  writing  all  the  letters  that  nobody 
else  would  write,  providing  for  Charles's  ease,  and  looking 
thoroughly  cast  down  and  wretched,  but  saying  nothing ;  con-* 
scions  that  her  brother  and  sister  did  not  beheve  her  affection 
for  Guy  equal  to  theirs ;  and  Charles  was  too  much  dejected,  and 
too  much  displeased  with  Philip,  to  try  to  console  her. 

It  was  a  relief  to  hear,  at  length,  that  the  travellers  had  landed, 
and  would  be  at  home  in  the  evening ;  not  till  late,  wrote  Mrs* 
Edmonstone,  because  she  thought  it  best  for  Amabel  to  go  at 
once  to  her  room,  her  own  old  room,  for  she  particularly  wished 
not  to  be  moved  from  it. 

The  evemng  had  long  closed  in ;  poor  Bustle  had  been  shut 
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up  in  Charlotte's  room,  and  the  three  sat  together  xoond  the  fire, 
miable  to  guess  how  they  should  meet  her,  and  thinking  how 
they  had  hielj  heen  looking  fiarward  to  greeting  thdr  hride,  as 
tiiey  used  proudlj  to  call  her.  Charles  dwelt  on  that  talk  on  the 
green,  and  his  '  when  shall  we  three  meet  again  ?'  and  gpcke  not 
a  woid;  Laura  tried  to  read;  and  Charlotte  heard  fidse  alarms 
of  wheels ;  hut  all  were  so  still,  that  when  the  wheels  really  came, 
they  were  heard  all  down  the  turnpike  road,  and  along  the  lane, 
hefore  they  sounded  on  the  gravel  drive. 

Laura  and  Charlotte  ran  into  the  hall;  Charies  reached  his 
crutches,  hut  his  hands  shook  so  much  ths^  he  could  not  adjust 
them,  and  was  obliged  to  sit  down,  rising  the  next  minute  as  the 
black  figures  entered  together.  Amy's  sweet  fiKse  was  pressed 
to  his, but  neither  spoke.  That  agitated  'My  dear, dear  Chariie!' 
was  his  mother's,  as  she  threw  her  anns  round  him,  with  redoubled 
kisses  and  streaming  tears ;  and  there  was  a  trembling  tone  in  his 
father's  '  Well,  Charlie  boy,  how  have  you  got  on  without  usp' 

They  sat  down,  Charles  with  his  sister  bmde  him,  and  holding 
a  hand  steadier  than  his  own,  but  hot  and  feverish  to  the  touch. 
He  leant  forward  to  look  at  her  iaoe,  and,  as  if  in  answer,  she 
turned  it  on  him.  It  was  the  old  face,  [Mder  and  thinner,  and 
the  eyelids  had  a  hard  reddened  look,  fiiom  want  of  sleep :  but 
Charles  like  his  mother  at  first,  was  almost  awed  by  the  melan- 
choly serenity  of  the  expression.  '  Have  you  been  quite  weU  P' 
she  asked,  in  a  voice  which  sounded  strangely  familiar,  in  its 
fond,  low  tones. 

*  Yes,  quite.' 

There  was  a  pause,  followed  bv  an  interchange  of  question  and 
answer  between  the  others,  on  the  journey,  and  on  various  little 
home  circumstances.  Presently  Mn.  Edmonstone  said  Amy  had 
better  come  upstairs. 

'  I  have  not  seen  Bustle,'  said  Amv,  looking  at  Charlotte. 

*  He  is  in  my  room,'  faltered  Charlotte. 

*  I  should  like  to  see  him.' 

Charlotte  hastened  away,  glad  to  wipe  her  tears  when  outside 
the  door.  Poor  Bustle  had  been  watching  for  his  master  ever 
since  his  departure,  and  bearing  the  sounds  of  arrival,  was  wild 
to  escape  irom  his  prison.  He  rushed  out  the  moment  the  door 
was  open,  and  was  scratching  to  be  let  into  the  drawing-room 
before  Charlotte  could  come  up  with  him.  He  dashed  m,  laid 
his  head  on  Amabel's  knee,  and  wagged  his  tail  for  welcome ; 
gave  the  same  greeting  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  but  only 
for  a  moment,  for  he  ran  restlessly  seeking  round  the  room,  came 
to  the  door,  and  by  his  wistful  looks  made  Charlotte  let  him  outv 
She  followed  him,  and  dropping  on  her  knees  as  soon  as  she  was 
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outside,  pressed  ber  forehead  to  his  glossy  black  head,  whispered 
that  it  was  of  no  use,  he  would  never  come  back.  The  dog  burst 
from  her,  and  the  next  moment  was  smelling  and  wa^ng  his  tail 
at  a  portmanteau,  which  he  knew  as  well  as  she  did,  and  she 
could  hardly  refrain  from  a  great  outburst  of  sobbing  as  she 
thought  what  joy  its  arrival  had  hitherto  been. 

Suddenly  Bustle  bounded  away,  and  as  Charlotte  stood  trying 
to  compose  herself  enough  to  return  to  the  drawing-room,  she 
heard  the  poor  fellow  whining  to  be  let  in  at  Guy's  bed-room 
door.  At  the  same  time  the  drawing-room  door  opened,  and 
anxious  that  Amy  should  neither  see  nor  hear  him,  she  ran  after 
him,  admitted  him,  and  shut  herself  in  with  him  in  the  dark, 
where,  with  her  hands  in  his  long  silky  curls,  and  sitting  on  the 
ground,  she  sobbed  over  him  as  long  as  he  would  submit  to  her 
caresses. 

Amabel  meantime  returned  to  her  room,  and  looked  round  on 
its  well-known  aspect  with  a  sad  smile,  as  she  thought  of  the 
prayer  with  which  she  had  quitted  it  on  her  bridal  day,  and  did 
not  feel  as  if  it  had  been  unanswered ;  for  surely  the  hand  of 
a  Father  had  been  with  her  to  support  her  through  her  great 
affliction. 

Though  she  said  she  was  very  well,  her  mother  made  her  go 
to  bed  at  once,  and  Laura  attended  on  her  with  a  sort  of  frightened, 
respectful  tenderness,  hardly  able  to  bear  her  looks  of  gratitude. 
The  first  time  the  two  sisters  were  alone,  Amabel  said, '  Philip  is 
much  better.' 

Laura,  who  was  settling  some  things  on  the  table,  started  back 
and  coloured,  then,  unable  to  resist  the  desire  of  hearing  of  him, 
looked  earnestly  at  her  sister. 

*  He  is  gone  to  Corfu,'  continued  Amabel.  '  He  only  kept 
Amaud  three  days  afber  we  were  gone,  and  Amaud  overtook  us 
at  Geneva,  saying  his  strength  had  improved  wonderfully.  Will 
you  give  me  my  basket  ?  I  should  like  to  read  you  a  piece  of  a 
note  he  sent  me.' 

Laura  brought  it,  and  Amabel,  holding  her  hand,  looked  up  at 
her  face,  which  she  vainly  tried  to  keep  in  order.  *  Dearest,  I 
have  been  very  sorry  for  you,  and  so  has  Guy.' 

*  Amy !'  and  Laura  found  herself  giving  way  to  her  tears,  in 
spite  of  a]l  her  previous  exhortations  to  Charlotte,  about  self- 
control  ;  '  my  own,  own  sister !'  To  have  Amy  at  home  was  an 
unspeakable  comfort. 

'  Papa  and  mamma  were  both  as  kind  as  possible  to  Philip,' 
continued  Amabel ;  '  but  they  could  not  bear  to  enter  on  that. 
So  I  told  him  you  had  told  all,  and  he  was  verv  glad.' 

'  He  was  not  ctispleased  at  my  betraying  him?  exclaimed  Laura. 
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'  Oh,  no !  he  was  glad ;  he  said  it  was  a  great  relief;  for  he 
was  very  anxious  about  you,  Laura.  He  has  been  so  kind  to  me,* 
said  Amabel,  so  eamestlj,  that  Laura  receiyed  another  comfort^ 
that  of  knowing  that  her  sister's  indignation  against  him  had  all 
passed  by.  '  Now  I  will  read  you  what  he  says.  You  see  lus 
writing  is  quite  itself  again.' 

But  Laura  observed  that  Amabel  only  held  towards  her  the 
*  Lady  Morville'  on  the  outside,  keeping  the  note  to  herself,  and 
reading,  *  I  have  continued  to  gain  strength  since  you  went ;  so 
that  there  is  no  further  need  of  detaining  Amaud.  I  have  twice 
been  out  of  doors,  and  am  convinced  that  I  am  equal  to  the 
journey ;  indeed,  it  is  hardly  possible  for  me  to  endure  remaining^ 
here  any  longer/  She  read  no  more,  but  folded  it  up,  saying, '  I 
had  rather  no  one  saw  the  rest.  He  makes  himself  so  unhi^py 
about  that  unfortunate  going  to  Sondrio,  that  he  says  whi^  is 
only  painful  to  hear.  I  am  glad  he  is  able  to  join  his  regiment, 
for  a  change  will  be  the  best  thing  for  him.' 

She  laid  her  head  on  the  pillow  as  if  she  had  done  with  the 
subject,  and  Laura  did  not  venture  to  pursue  it,  but  went  down  to 
hear  her  mother's  account  of  her. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  feeling  it  a  great  comfort  to  have  her 
son  to  talk  to  again,  and  availed  herself  of  it  to  tell  him  of  Philip, 
while  Laura  was  absent,  and  then  to  return  to  speak  of  Amy  on 
Laura's  re-entrance.  She  said,  all  through  the  journey.  Amy  had 
been  as  passive  and  tranquil  as  posable,  chiefly  leamng  back  in 
the  carriage  in  silence,  excepting  that  when  they  finally  left  the 
view  of  the  snowy  mountains,  she  gazed  after  them  as  long  as  the 
least  faint  cloud-like  summit  was  visible.  Still  she  could  not 
sleep,  except  that  now  and  then  she  dozed  a  little  in  the  carnage, 
but  at  night  she  heard  every  hour  strike  in  turn,  and  lay  awake 
through  Sll,  nor  had  she  shed  one  tear  since  her  mother  had  joined 
her.  Mrs.  Edmonstone's  anxiety  was  very  great,  for  she  said  she 
knew  Amy  must  pay  for  that  xmnatural  calmness,  and  the  longer 
it  was  before  it  broke  down,  the  worse  it  would  be  for  her.  How- 
ever,  she  was  at  home,  that  was  one  thing  to  be  thankful  for,  and 
happen  what  might,  it  could  not  be  as  distressing  as  if  it  had 
been  abroad. 

Another  night  of '  calm  unrest,'  and  Amabel  rose  in  the  morn- 
ing, at  her  usual  hour,  to  put  on  the  garments  of  her  widowhood, 
where  she  had  last  stood  as  a  bride.  Charles  was  actually  startled 
by  her  entering  the  dressing-room,  just  as  she  used  to  do,  before 
breakfast,  to  read  with  him,  and  her  voice  was  as  steady  as  ever. 
She  brealdasted  with  the  family,  and  came  up  afterwards  with 
Laura  to  unpack  her  dressing-case,  and  take  out  the  little  treasures 
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that  she  and  her  huaband  had  enjoyed  bayipg  in  the  oontbentd 
•  towns,  as  presents  for  the  home  party. 

All  this,  for  which  she  had  previously  prepared  herself,  she 
underwent  as  quietly  as  possible ;  but  someihing  unexpected  came 
on  her.  Charlotte,  trying  to  pet  and  comfort  her  in  every  pos- 
aiUe  way,  brought  in  all  the  best  flowers  still  lingering  in  the 
garden,  and  among  them  a  last  bloasom  of  the  Noisette  rose,  the 
same,  of  which  Guy  had  been  twisting  a  spray,  while  he  first  told 
her  of  his  lore. 

It  was  too  much.  It  recalled  his  perfect  health  and  vigour, 
his  light  activity,  and  enjoyment  of  life,  and  something  came  on 
her  of  the  sensation  we  feel  for  an  insect,  one  moment  full  of  joyous 
vitality,  the  next,  crushed  and  still.  She  had  hitherto  thought 
of  his  feverish  thkst  and  fainting  weariness  being  at  rest,  and  felt 
the  relief,  or  else  followed  his  spirit  to  its  repose,  and  rejoiced; 
but  now  the  whole  scene  brought  back  what  he  once  was ;  his 
youthful,  a^;i]e  frame,  his  eyes  dancing  in  light,  his  bounding  step, 
his  gay  whistle,  the  strong  hand  that  had  upheld  her  on  the  pr^ 
dpioe,  the  sure  foot  that  had  carried  aid  to  the  drowning  sailors, 
the  arm  that  was  to  have  been  her  stay  for  life,  all  came  on  her  in 
contrast  with — death !  The  thought  swept  over  her,  carrying 
awi^  every  other,  and  she  burst  into  tears. 

llie  tern  would  have  their  course ;  she  could  not  restrain  them 
when  once  they  began,  and  her  struggles  to  check  them  only 
brought  an  increase  of  them.  Her  scm  grew  so  violent  that 
Laura,  much  alarmed,  made  a  sign  to  Charlotte  to  fetch  her 
mother ;  and  Mrs.  Edbnonstone,  coming  in  haste,  found  it  was 
indeed  the  beginning  of  a  frightf^il  hysterical  attack.  The  bodily 
frame  had  been  overwrought  to  obey  the  mental  firmness  and 
composure,  and  now  nature  asserted  her  rights;  the  hysterics 
returned  again  and  again,  and  when  it  seenuBd  as  if  exhaustion 
had  at  length  produced  quiet,  the  opening  of  a  door,  or  a  sound 
in  the  dis^ince,  would  renew  all  again. 

It  was  not  till  night  had  closed  in  that  Mrs.  Edmonstone  was 
at  all  satisfied  about  her,  and  had  at  length  the  comfort  of  seeing 
her  fall  into  a  sound  deep  sleep ;  such  an  unbroken  dreamless 
sleep  as  had  scarcely  visited  her  since  she  first  went  to  Becoara. 
Even  this  sleep  did  not  restore  her ;  she  became  very  unwell,  and 
both  Dr.  Mayeme  and  her  mother  insisted  on  her  avoiding  the 
least  exertion  or  agitation.  She  was  quite  submissive,  only 
begging  earnestly  to  be  allowed  to  see  Mr.  Boss,  saying  she  knew 
it  would  do  her  good  rather  than  harm,  and  promising  to  let  him 
leave  her  the  iiurtant  she  found  it  too  much  for  her ;  and  though 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  was  reluctant  and  afraid,  they  agreed  that  as 
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she  was  so  reasonable  and  docile,  she  ought  to  be  allowed  to  judge 
for  berself. 

She  bulged  that  he  might  come  after  church  on  All  Saints* 
day.  He  came,  and  afber  lus  first  greeting  of  peace,  Mrs.  Edmon- 
stone  signed  to  him  to  read  at  once,  instead  of  speaking  to  her. 
The  beautiful  lesson  for  the  day  overcame  Mrs.  Edmoi^tone  so 
much  that  she  was  obliged  to  go  out  of  Amabel's  sight ;  but  as 
the  words  were  read.  Amy's  face  recovered  once  more  the  serenity 
that  had  been  swept  away  by  the  sight  of  the  flowers.  Peace 
had  returned,  and  when  the  calm  everyday  words  of  the  service 
were  over,  she  held  out  her  hand  to  Mr.  Boss,  and  said, '  Thank 
you,  that  was  very  nice.    Now  ta]k  to  me.* 

It  was  a  difficult  request,  but  Mr.  Boss  understood  her,  and 
talked  to  her  as  she  sought,  in  a  gentle,  deep,  high  strain  of  hope 
and  faith,  very  calm  and  soothing,  and  with  a  fatherly  kindness 
that  was  very  pleasant  from  him  who  had  baptized  her,  taught 
her,  and  whom  she  had  last  seen  blessing  her  and  her  husband. 
It  ended  by  her  looking  up  to  him  when  it  was  time  for  him  to 
go,  and  saying, '  Thank  you.  You  will  come  again  when  you 
have  time,  I  hope.  My  love  to  dear  Mazy,  I  should  like  to  see 
her  soon,  but  I  knew  you  would  do  me  more  good  than  anybody^, 
and  know  better  how  it  feels.' 

Mr.  Boss  knew  she  meant  that  he  must  better  understand  her 
loss,  because  he  was  a  widower,  and  was  greatly  touched,  though 
he  only  answered  by  a  blessing,  a  farewell,  and  a  promise  to  come 
very  soon  to  see  her  again. 

Amabel  was  right,  the  peace  which  he  had  recalled,  and  the 
power  of  resignation  that  had  returned,  had  a  better  effect  on  her 
than  all  her  mother's  precautions ;  she  began  to  improve,  and  in 
a  few  days  more  was  able  to  leave  her  bed,  and  lie  on  the  sofa  in. 
the  dressing-room,  though  she  was  still  so  weak  and  languid  that 
this  was  as  much  as  she  could  attempt.  Any  exertion  was  to  be 
carefully  guarded  against,  and  her  tears  now  flowed  so  easily,  that 
she  was  obliged  to  keep  a  check  on  them  lest  they  might  again 
overpower  her.  Mr.  Boss  came  again  and  again,  and  she  was  able 
to  tell  him  much  of  the  grounds  for  her  great  happiness  in  Ghiy, 
hear  how  entirely  he  had  imderstood  him,  and  be  assured  that  she 
had  done  right,  and  not  taken  an  undue  responsibility  on  herself 
by  the  argument  she  had  used  to  summon  Philip,  that  last  evening. 
She  had  begun  to  make  herself  uneasy  about  th^ ;  for  she  said  she 
believed  she  was  thinking  of  nothing  but  Guy,  and  had  acted  on 
impulse ;  and  she  was  very  glad  Mr.  Boss  did  not  think  it  wrong, 
while  Mr.  Boss  meanwhile  was  thinking  how  fears  and  repentance 
miDgle  with  the  purest,  sweetest,  holiest  deeds. 

She  was  able  now  to  take  pleasure  in  seeing  Mary  Boss }  al^e 
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wrote  to  Philip  at  Coxfii,  and  sent  for  Markham  to  begin  to  settle 
the  executor's  business.  Poor  Markham!  the  Edmonstones 
thought  he  looked  ten  years  older  when  he  arriyed,  and  after  his 
inquiry  for  Lady  MorvUle,  his  ^ni  almost  amounted  to  a  sob. 
The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  give  Mrs.  Edmonstone  a  note,  and 
a  little  box  sent  irom  Mrs.  Ashford.  The  note  was  to  say  that 
Mrs.  Ashford  had  intended  for  her  wedding  present,  a  little  cross 
made  out  of  part  of  the  wood  of  the  wreck,  which  she  now  thought 
it  best  to  send  to  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  that  she  might  judge  whether 
Lady  Morville  would  like  to  see  it. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone's  judgment  was  to  carry  it  at  once  to  Amabel, 
and  she  was  right,  for  the  pleasure  she  took  m  it  was  indescribable. 
She  fondled  it,  set  it  up  by  her  on  her  little  table,  made  Charlotte 
put  it  in  different  places  that  she  might  see  what  point  of  view 
suited  it  best,  had  it  given  back  to  her,  held  it  in  her  hand^ 
caressingly,  and  said  she  must  write  at  once  to  Mrs.  Ashford  to 
thank  her  for  understanding  her  so  well.  There  was  scarcely  one 
of  the  mourners  to  be  pitied  more  than  Markham ;  for  the  lov9 
he  had  set  on  Sir  Ghiy  had  been  intense,  compounded  of  feudal 
affection,  devoted  admiration,  and  paternal  care — and  that  he,  the 
very  flower  of  the  whole  race,  shomd  thus  have  been  cut  down  in 
the  full  blossom  of  his  youth  and  hopes,  was  almost  more  than 
the  old  man  could  bear  or  understand.  It  was  a  great  sorrow, 
too,  that  he  should  be  buried  so  far  away  from  his  forefathers ; 
and  the  hearing  it  was  by  his  own  desire,  did  not  satisfy  him,  he 
sighed  over  it  still,  and  seemed  to  derive  a  shade  of  comfort  only 
when  he  was  told  there  was  to  be  a  tablet  in  Reddyffe  church  tp 
the  memory  of  Guy,  sixth  baronet. 

Li  the  evening  Markham  became  veiy  confidential  with  Charles; 
telling  him  about  the  grievous  mourning  and  lamentation  at  Bedp 
clyffe,  when  the  bells  rung  a  knell  instead  of  greeting  the  younff 
master  and  his  bride,  and  how  there  was  scarcely  one  in  the  parish 
that  did  not  feel  as  if  they  had  lost  a  son  or  a  brother.  He  also 
told  more  and  more  of  Sir  Ghiy's  excellence,  and  talked  of  fears  o{ 
his  own,  especially  last  Christmas ;  that  the  boy  was  too  unlike 
other  people,  too  good  to  live ;  and  lastly,  he  indulged  in  a  little 
abuse  of  Captain  Morville,  which  did  Charles's  heart  good,  at  thi^ 
same  time  as  it  amused  him  to  think  how  Markham  would  recol- 
lect it,  when  he  came  to  hear  of  Laura's  engagement. 

Li  the  course  of  the  next  day,  Markham  had  his  conference 
with  Lady  Morville  in  the  dressing-room,  and  brought  her  tw^ 
or  three  precious  parcels,  which  he  would  not,  for  the  world^ 
have  given  into  any  other  hands.  He  could  hardly  bear  to  look 
at  her  in  her  widow's  cap,  and  behaved  to  her  with  a  manner 
varying  between  his  deference  and  respect  to  the  Lady  of  Bedr 
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cljrffe,  and  hk  fatherly  fondness  for  the  wife  of  ^  his  boj.'  As 
to  her  legal  powers,  he  woold  have  thought  them  foQlishlj- 
bestowed,  if  they  had  been  conferred  by  any  one  save  his  own 
Sir  Guy,  and  he  began  by  not  much  liking  to  act  with  her ;  but 
he  found  her  so  clear-headed,  that  he  was  much  surprised  to 
find  a  woman  could  have  so  much  good  sense,  and  began  to  look 
forward  with  some  satisfaction  to  being  her  prime  minister. 
They  understood  each  other  yery  well;  Amabel's  good  sense 
and  way  of  attending  to  the  one  matter  in  hand,  kept  her  front 
puzzling  and  alarming  herself  by  thinking  she  had  more  to  do 
than  she  could  ever  understand  or  accomplish ;  she  knew  it  was 
Ghiy's  work,  and  a  charge  he  had  given  her, — a  great  proof 
of  his  confidence, — and  she  did  all  that  was  required  of  her 
very  well,  so  that  matters  were  put  in  train  to  be  completed 
when  she  should  be  of  age,  in  the  course  of  the  next  January. 

When  Markham  left  her  she  was  glad  to  be  alone,  and  to  opea 
her  parcels.  There  was  nothing  here  to  make  her  hystencal, 
jfor  she  was  going  to  contemplate  the  living  soul,  and  felt  almost 
as  if  it  was  again  being  alone  with  her  husband.  There  were  bis 
most  prized  and  used  books,  covered  with  marks  and  written 
notes ;  there  was  Laura's  drawing  of  Sintram,  which  had  lived 
witihi  him  in  his  rooms  at  Oxford ;  thrae  was  a  roll  of  music,  and 
tiiere  was  his  deek.  The  first  thing  when  she  opened  it  was  a 
flough  pieee  of  spar,  wrapped  in  paper,  on  which  was  written, 
^M.  A.  D.,  Sept.  18.'  She  remembered  what  he  had  told  her 
of  litUe  Marianne's  gift.  The  next  thing  made  her  heart  thrill^ 
fior  it  was  a  slip  of  pencilling  in  her  own  writing,  ^Little  things, 
on  little  wings,  bear  little  souls  to  heaven.* 
:  Her  own  letters  tied  up  together,  those  few  that  she  had 
written  in  ^e  short  time  they  were  separated  just  before  their 
ttaniage!  Could  that  be cmly  six  months  ago  P  A  great  bundle 
of  Charles's  and  of  Mrs.  Edmonstone's;  those  she  might  like  to 
read  another  time,  but  not  now.  Many  other  papers,  letteas 
signed  S.  B.  Dixon,  which  she  threw  aside,  notes  of  lectures,  and 
asem^Mnnda,  only  precious  for  the  handwriting;  but  when  she 
came  to  the  lower  division,  she  found  it  full  of  verses,  almost  all 
tbepoetry  he  had  ever  written. 

llbere  were  the  classical  translations  that  used  to  make  him 
inaccurate,  a  scrap  of  a  very  boyish  epic  about  King  Arthur, 
begmning  with  a  storm  at  Tintagel,  sundry  half  ballads,  the 
verses  he  was  suspected  oi^  and  never  would  show,  that  first 
summer  at  Hollywell,  snd  a  veiy  touching  vision  of  his  fair 
joung  mother.  Except  a  translation  or  two,  some  words  written 
to  suit  their  fikvooiite  ain  (a  thing  that  used  to  seem  to  come  as 
easily  to  him  as  singing  to  a  bird) ,  and  a  few  lively  mock  heroic 
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4ioooTint8  of  walks  or  parties,  which  had  all  been  public  property ; 
there  was  no  more  that  she  could  believe  to  have  been  composed 
till  hat  year,  for  he  was  more  disposed  to  versify  in  sorrow  than 
in  joy.  There  were  a  good  many  written  during  his  loneliness, 
for  his  reflections  had  a  tendency  to  flow  into  verse,  and  pouring 
them  out  thus  had  been  a  great  solace.  The  lines  were  often 
imperfect  and  irregular,  but  not  one  that  was  not  deep,  pure, 
4ind  genuine,  and  here  and  there  scattered  with  passages  of 
exquisite  beauty  and  harmony,  and  full  of  power  and  grace.  No 
one  could  have  looked  at  them  without  owning  in  them  the 
marks  of  a  thorough  poet ;  but  this  was  not  what  the  wife  was 
seeking,  and  when  she  perceived  it,  though  it  made  her  face 
beam  with  a  sort  of  sa^fied  pride,  it  was  a  secondary  thing. 
She  was  studying  not  his  int^ect,  but  his  soul;  she  did  not 
•care  whether  he  would  have  been  a  poet,  what  she  looked  for 
was  the  record  of  the  suflerings  and  struggles  of  the  sad  six 
months  when  his  character  was  established  strengthened,  and 
settled. 

She  found  it.  There  was  much  to  which  she  alone  had  the 
due,  too  deep,  and  too  obscurely  hinted,  to  be  understood  at  a 
glance.  She  met  with  such  evidence  of  suflering  as  made  her 
shudder  and  weep,  tokens  of  the  dark  thoughts  that  had  gathered 
round  him,  of  the  manful  spirit  of  penit^ce  and  patience  that 
had  been  lus  stay,  and  of  the  gleams  that  lighted  his  darkest 
hours,  and  showed  he  had  never  been  quite  forsaken.  Now  and 
then  came  a  reference  which  brought  home  what  he  had  told 
her ;  how  the  thought  of  his  Yerena  had  cheered  him  when  he 
^ared  not  hope  she  would  be  restored.  Best  of  all  were  the  lines 
written  when  the  radiance  of  Chiistmas  was,  once  for  all,  dis* 
persing  the  gloom,  and  the  vision  opening  on  him,  which  he  was 
now  realizing.  In  reading  them,  she  fdt  the  same  marvellous 
sympathy  of  subdued  wondering  joy  in  the  victory  of  which  she 
had  partaken  as  she  knelt  beside  his  death-bed.  These  were  the 
last.  He  had  been  too  happy  for  poetry,  except  one  or  two 
scraps  in  Switacerland,  and  these  had  been  hers  from  the  time  she 
had  detected  them. 

No  wonder  Amabel  almost  lived  on  those  papers !  It  would 
not  be  too  much  to  say  she  was  very  hia>py  in  her  own  way 
when  alone  with  them ;  the  desk  on  a  chaur  by  her  sofa.  They 
were  too  sacred  for  any  one  else ;  she  did  not  for  many  weeks 
show  one  even  to  her  mother;  but  to  her  they  were  like  a 
renewal  of  his  presence,  soothing  the  craving  after  him  that  had 
been  growing  on  her  ever  since  &e  flrst  few  days  when  his  bus* 
taining  power  had  not  passed  away.  As  she  sorted  them,  and 
made  out  their  dates,  finding  fresh  stores  of  meaning  at  each 
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fresb  perusal ;  she  leaiiit  through  them,  as  well  as  through  her 
own  trial,  so  patiently  borne,  to  enter  into  his  character  eren 
more  fully  than  when  he  was  in  her  sight.  Mrs.  Edmonstone, 
who  had  at  first  been  inclined  to  dread  her  constant  dwelling*  on 
them,  soon  perceived  that  they  were  her  great  aids  through  this 
sad  winter. 

She  had  much  pleasure  in  receiving  the  portrait,  which  "wba 
sent  her  by  Mr.  Shene.  It  was  a  day  or  two  before  she  could 
resolve  to  look  at  it,  or  feel  that  she  could  do  so  calmly.  It  was 
an  unfinished  sketch,  taken  more  with  a  view  to  the  future 
picture  than  to  the  likeness ;  but  Guy's  was  a  face  to  be  better 
represented  by  being  somewhat  idealized,  than  by  copying  merely 
the  material  form  of  the  features.  An  ordinary  artist  might 
have  made  him  like  a  Morville ;  but  Mr.  Shene  had  shown  all 
that  art  could  convey  of  his  individual  self,  with  almost  one  of 
his  unearthly  looks.  The  beautiful  eyes,  with  somewhat  of  their 
peculiar  lightsomeness,  the  flexible  look  of  the  lip,  the  upward 
pose  of  the  head,  the  set  of  that  lock  of  hair  that  used  to  wave 
in  the  wind,  the  animated  position,  *  just  ready  for  a  start,*  as 
Charles  used  to  call  it,  were  recalled  as  far  as  was  m  the  power 
of  chalk  and  crayon,  but  so  as  to  remind  Amabel  of  him  more 
as  one  belonging  to  heaven  than  to  earth.  The  picture  used  to 
be  on  her  mantel-shelf  all  night,  the  shipwreck  cross  before  it, 
and  Sintram  and  Beddyffe  on  each  side ;  and  she  brought  it  into 
the  dressing-room  with  her  in  the  morning,  setting  it  up  opposite 
to  the  sofa,  before  settling  herself. 

Her  days  were  much  alike.  She  felt  far  from  well,  or  capable 
of  exertion,  and  was  glad  it  was  thought  right  to  keep  her 
entirely  upstairs ;  she  only  wished  to  spare  her  mother  anxiety, 
by  being  submissive  to  her  care,  in  case  these  cares  should  be  the 
last  for  her.  She  did  not  dwell  on  the  future,  nor  ask  herself 
whether  she  looked  for  life  or  death.  Guy  had  bidden  her  not 
desire  the  last,  and  she  believed  she  did  not  form  a  wish ;  but 
there  was  repose  to  her  in  the  belief  that  she  ought  not  to 
conceal  from  herself  that  there  was  more  than  ordinary  risk,  and 
that  it  was  right  to  complete  all  her  affairs  in  this  world,  and 
she  was  silent  when  her  mother  tried  to  interest  her  in^prospects 
that  might  cheer  her ;  as  if  afrsdd  to  fasten  on  them,  and  finding 
more  peace  in  entire  submission,  than  in  feeding  herself  on  hope 
that  must  be  coupled  with  fear. 

Christmas-day  was  not  allowed  to  pass  without  bemg  a  festival 
for  her,  in  her  quiet  room,  where  she  lay,  full  of  musings  on  his 
lonely  Christmas  night  last  year,  his  verses  folded  among  her 
precious  books^  and  the  real  joy  of  the  season  more  within  her 
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grasp  than  in  the  turmoil  of  last  year.  She  was  not  afraid  now 
to  let  herself  fancy  his  voice  in  the  Angel's  Song,  and  the 
rainhow  was  shining  on  her  clond. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

The  coldness  from  my  heart  is  gone. 

But  still  the  veight  is  there. 
And  thoughts  whidi  I  abhor  will  come 

To  tempt  me  to  despair. — Southet. 

AMABEL'S  one  anxiety  was  for  Philip.  For  a  long  time 
nothing  was  heard  of  him  at  Hollywell,  and  she  b^an  to 
fear  that  he  might  have  been  less  fit  to  take  care  of  lumself, 
than  he  had  persuaded  her  to  believe.  When  at  length  tidings 
reached  them,  it  was  through  the  De  Courcys.  *  Poor  MorviUe,' 
wrote  Maurice, '  had  been  carried  ashore  at  Corfu,  in  the  stupor 
of  a  second  attack  of  fever.  He  had  been  in  extreme  danger  for 
some  time,  and  though  now  on  the  mend,  was  still  unable  to  give 
any  account  of  himself.' 

In  effect,  it  wa«  a  relapse  of  the  former  disease,  chiefly  affecting 
the  brain ;  and  his  impatience  to  leave  Becoara,  and  free  himself 
from  Amaud,  had  been  a  symptom  of  its  approach,  though  it 
fortunately  did  not  absolutely  overpower  him  till  afber  he  had 
embarked  for  Corfu,  and  was  in  the  way  to  be  tended  with  the 
gpneatest  solicitude.  Long  afber  the  fever  was  subdued,  and  his 
strength  returning,  his  mind  was  astray;  and  even  when  torturing 
delusions  ceased,  and  he  resumed  the  perception  of  surrounding 
objects,  memory  and  reflection  wavered  in  dizzy  confusion,  more 
distressing  than  either  his  bodily  weakness,  or  the  perpetual  pain 
in  his  head,  which  no  remedy  could  relieve. 

The  first  date  to  which  he  could  afterwards  recur,  though  for 
more  than  a  week  he  had  apparently  been  fully  himself,  was  a 
time  when  he  was  sitting  in  an  easy  chair  by  the  window,  obliged 
to  avert  his  heavy  eyes  from  the  dazzling  waters  of  the  Corcyran 
bay,  where  Ulysses'  transformed  ship  gleamed  in  the  simshine, 
and  the  rich  purple  hills  of  Albania  sloped  upwards  in  the  distance. 
James  Thomdale  was,  as  usual,  with  him,  and  was  explaining 
that  there  had  been  a  consultation  between  the  doctor  and  the 
colonel,  and  they  had  decided  that  as  there  was  not  much  chance 
of  restoring  his  health  in  that  clunate  in  the  spring 

'  Spring !'  he  interrupted,  with  surprise  and  eagerness.  '  Is  it 
spring?' 
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'  HarcQj — except  that  there  is  no  winter  here.  This  is  the 
8th  of  Januaarj.' 

He  let  his  head  fall  on  his  hand  again,  and  listened  ¥rith  indif- 
ference when  told  he  was  to  he  sent  to  England  at  once,  under 
the  care  of  his  servant,  Bolton,  and  Mr.  Thomdale  himself,  who 
was  resolved  to  see  him  safe  in  his  sister's  hands.  He  made  no 
ohjection ;  he  had  hecome  used  to  he  passive,  and  one  place  was 
much  the  same  to  him  as  another;  so  he  merely  assented,  without 
a  question  ahout  the  arrangements.  Presently,  however,  he 
looked  up,  and  inquired  for  lus  letters.  Though  he  had  done  so 
hefore,  the  request  had  always  heen  evaded,  until  now  he  spoke 
in  a  manner  which  decided  his  friend  on  giving  him  all  except 
one  with  hroad  hlack  edges,  and  Broadstone  post-mark;  the 
effect  of  which,  it  was  thought,  might  he  very  injurious  to  his 
shattered  nerves  and  spirits. 

However,  he  turned  over  the  other  letters  without  interest, 
just  glancing  languidly  through  than,  looked  disappointed,  and 
exchumed — 

'  None  from  Hollywell !  Has  nothing  heen  heard  from  them  P 
Thomdale,  I  insist  on  knowing  whether  De  Couroy  has  heard 
anything  of  Lady  Morville.' 

*  He  has  heard  of  her  arrival  in  England.' 

*  My  sister  mentions  that — ^more  than  two  months  ago — ^I  can 
hardly  helieve  she  has  not  written,  if  she  was  able.  She  pro- 
mised, yet  how  can  I  expect ^  then  interrupting  himself,  he 

added,  authoritatively,  *  Thomdale,  is  there  no  letter  for  me  ?     I 
see  there  is.    Let  me  have  it.' 

His  friend  could  not  but  comply,  and  had  no  reason  to  regret 
having  done  so;  for  after  reading  it  twice,  though  he  sighed 
deeply,  and  the  tears  were  in  his  eyes,  he  was  more  calm  and  Ifisa 
oppressed  than  he  had  been  at  any  time  since  his  arrival  in 
Corfu.  He  was  unable  to  write,  but  Colonel  Deane  had  under* 
taken  to  write  to  Mrs.  Henley  to  announce  his  coming ;  and 
as  the  cause  of  his  silence  must  be  known  al  HoQywell,  he 
resolved  to  let  Amabel's  letter  wait  for  a  reply  till  his  arrival  in 
England. 

It  was  on  a  chilly  day  in  February  that;  Mrs.  Henley  drove  to 
the  station  to  meet  her  brother,  looking  forward  with  a  sister's 
satisfaction  to  nursing  his  recovery,  and  feeling  (for  she  had  a 
heart,  after  all)  as  if  it  was  a  renewal  of  the  days,  which  she 
regarded  with  a  tenderness  mixed  ¥nth  contempt,  when  all  was 
confidence  between  the  broths  and  sister,  the  days  of  nonsense 
and  romance.  She  hoped  that  now  poor  Philip,  who  had  acted 
hastily  on  his  romance,  and  ruined  his  own  prospects  for  her 
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sake  in  his  boyish  days,  had  a  dbance  of  having  it  all  made  up 
to  him,  and  reigning  at  Eeddjffe  according  to  her  darling  wish. 
As  she  anxiously  watched  the  arriyal  of  the  train,  she  reco- 
gnised Mr.  Thomdale,  whom  she  had  known  in  his  school-days 
as  Philip's  j^o/47^ — ^^^  could  that  be  her  brother?  It  was  his 
height,  indeed ;  out  his  slow  weary  step,  as  he  crossed  the  plat* 
form,  and  left  the  care  of  his  baggage  to  others,  was  so  unlike 
his  prompt,  independent  air,  that  she  could  hardly  beUeve  it  to 
be  himself,  till,  with  his  friend,  he  actually  advanced  to  the 
carriage,  and  then  she  saw  far  deeper  traces  of  illness  than  she 
was  prepared  for.  A  confusion  of  words  took  place ;  greetings 
on  one  hand,  and  partings  on  the  other,  for  James  Thomdale  was 
going  on  by  the  train,  and  made  only. a  few  minutes'  halt  in 
which  to  assure  Mrs.  Henley  that  though  the  landing  and  the 
journey  had  knocked  up  his  patient  to-day,  he  was  much  better 
since  leaving  Corfo,  and  to  b^  Philip  to  write  as  soon  as  possible* 
The  bell  rang,  he  rushed  back,  and  was  whirled  away. 

*  Then  you  are  better,'  said  Mrs.  Henley,  anxiously  surveying 
her  brother.  *■  You  are  sadly  altered !  You  must  let  us  take 
good  care  of  you.' 

'Thank  you!  I  knew  you  would  be  ready  to  receive  me, 
though  I  fear  I  am  not  very  good  company.' 

^£y  no  more,  my  dearest  brother.  You  know  both  Dr. 
Henley  and  myself  have  made  it  our  first  object  that  our  house 
should  be  your  home.' 

*  Thank  you.' 

*  This  salubrious  air  must  benefit  you,'  she  added.  '  How  thin 
yon  are !    Are  you  very  much  fatigued  ?' 

'  Bather,'  said  Philip,  who  was  leaning  back  wearily ;  but  tiie 
next  moment  he  exclaimed,  *  What  do  you  hear  from  Hollywell?* 

*  There  is  no  news  yet.' 

'Do  you  know  how  she  is?    When  did  you  hearof  her  ?' 

^  Abcmt  a  week  ago ;  when  she  wrote  to  inquire  for  you.' 

'She  did!    What  did  she  say  of  herself?' 

'  Nothing  particular,  poor  little  thing ;  I  believe  she  is  always 
on  the  sofa.  My  aunt  would  like  nothing  so  well  as  making  a 
great  fuss  about  her.' 

'  Have  you  any  objection  to  show  me  her  letter  ?'  said  Philip, 
unable  to  bear  hearing  Amabel  thus  spoken  of^  yet  desirous  to 
learn  all  he  could  respecting  her. 

'I  have  not  preserved  it,'  was  the  answer.  'My  correspon- 
dence is  so  extensive  that  there  would  be  no  limit  to  the  accu- 
mulation if  I  did  not  destroy  the  trivial  letters.' 

There  was  a  sadden  fiush  on  Philip's  pale  &ce  that  caused  his 
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sister  to  pause  in  her  measured,  self-satisfied  speech,  and  ask  if 
he  was  in  pain. 

'  No/  he  replied,  shortly,  and  Mai^aret  pondered  on  his  strange 
manner,  little  guessing  what  profanation  her  mention  of  Amab^'a 
letter  had  seemed  to  him,  or  how  it  jarred  on  him  to  hear  this 
exaggerated  likeness  of  his  own  self-complacent  speeches. 

She  was  much  shocked  and  grieyed  to  see  him  so  much,  mare 
unwell  than  she  had  expected.  He  was  unfit  for  anything  but  to 
go  to  bed  on  his  arriyal.  Dr.  Henlej  said  the  system  had  reoeiyed 
a  severe  shock,  and  it  would  be  long  before  the  effects  would  be 
shaken  off;  but  that  there  was  no  fear  but  his  health  would  be 
completely  restored  if  he  would  give  himself  entire  rest. 

There  was  no  danger  that  Mamuiet  would  not  layish  care 
enough  on  her  brother.  She  waited  on  him  in  his  room  all  the 
next  day,  bringing  him  everything  he  could  want,  and  trying  to 
make  him  come  down  stairs,  for  she  thought  sitting  alone  there 
yery  bad  for  his  spirits ;  but  he  said  he  had  a  letter  to  write,  and 
yery  curious  she  was  to  know  why  he  was  so  long  doing  it,  and 
why  he  did  not  tell  her  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  Howeyer, 
she  saw  when  it  was  put  into  the  post-bag,  that  it  was  for  Lady 
Morville. 

At  last,  too  late  to  see  any  of  the  visitors  who  had  called  tp 
inquire,  when  the  evening  had  long  closed  in,  she  had  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  Philip  enter  the  drawing-room,  and  settling 
him  in  the  most  comfoHable  of  her  easy  chairs  on  one  side  of  the 
fire  to  wait  till  the  Doctor  returned  for  dinner.  The  whole  iqiart- 
ment  was  most  luxurious,  spacious,  and  richly  furnished ;  the 
fire,  in  its  brilliant  steel  setting,  glancing  on  all  around,  and 
illimiinating  her  own  stately  presence,  and  rich  glace  silk,  as  she 
sat  opposite  her  brother  cutting  open  the  leaves  of  one  of  the 
books  of  the  club  over  which  she  presided.  She  felt  that  this 
was  something  like  attaining  one  of  the  objects  for  which  she 
used  to  say  and  think  she  married, — ^namely,  to  be  able  to  receiye 
her  brother  in  a  comfortable  home.  If  only  he  would  but  look 
more  like  himself. 

'  Do  you  like  a  cushion  for  your  head,  Philip  ?   Is  it  better  P* 

^  Better  since  morning,  thank  you.* 

'  Did  those  headaches  come  on  before  your  second  illness  i* 

*  I  can't  distinctly  remember.' 

'  Ah !  I  cannot  think  how  the  Edmonstones  could  leave  you. 
I  shall  always  blame  them  for  that  relapse.' 

*  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Their  remaining  was  impossible.' 
'  On  Amabel's  account  P     No,  poor  thin^,  I  don't  bUme  her, 

for  she  must  have  been  quite  helpless;  but  it  was  exactly  like  my 
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aunt,  to  have  but  one  idea  at  a  time.     Charles  used  to  be  the 
idol,  and  now  it  is  Amy,  I  suppose.' 

'  If  anything  could  have  made  it  more  intolerable  for  me,  it 
would  have  b^n  detaining  them  there  for  my  sake,  at  such  a 
time.' 

*  Ah !  I  felt  a  great  deal  for  you.  You  must  have  been  very 
Sony  for  that  poor  little  Amy.  She  was  very  kind  in  writing 
while  you  were  ill.  How  did  she  contrive,  poor  child  ?  I  sup- 
pose you  took  all  the  head  work  for  her  P' 

'  I  ?'     I  was  nothing  but  a  burden.' 

*  Were  you  still  so  very  iU  ?'  said  Margaret,  tenderly.  *  I  am 
sure  you  must  have  been  neglected.' 

'  Would  that  I  had !'  muttered  Philip,  so  low  that  she  did  not 
catch  the  words.  Then  aloud, — '  No  care  could  have  been  greater 
than  was  taken  for  me.  It  was  as  if  no  one  had  been  iU  but  my- 
self, and  the  whole  thought  of  every  one  had  been  for  me.' 

*  Then  Amabel  managed  well,  poor  thing !  We  do  sometimes 
see  those  weak  soft  characters — ' 

*  Sister !'  he  interrupted. 

*  Have  not  you  told  me  so  yourself  ?' 

'  I  was  a  fool,  or  worse,'  said  he,  in  a  tone  of  suffering.  '  No 
words  can  describe  what  she  proved  herself.' 

'  Self-possessed  ?  energetic  ?'  asked  Mrs.  Henley,  with  whom 
these  were  the  first  of  qualities ;  and  as  her  brother  paused  from 
repugnance  to  speak  of  Amabel  to  one  so  little  capable  of  com- 
prehending her,  she  proceeded :  '  No  doubt  she  did  the  best  she 
could,  but  she  must  have  been  quite  inexperienced.  It  was  a 
very  young  thing  in  the  poor  youth  to  make  her  executrix.  I 
wonder  the  will  was  valid ;  but  I  suppose  you  took  care  of  that.* 

*  I  did  nothing.' 

*  Did  you  see  it  ?' 

*  My  uncle  showed  it  to  me.* 

*  Then  you  can  tell  me  what  I  want  to  hear,  for  no  one  has 
told  me  anything.     I  suppose  my  uncle  is  to  be  guardian  P' 

*No;  Lady  Morville.' 

^  You  don't  mean  it  ?  Most  lover-like  indeed.  That  poor 
girl  to  manage  that  great  property !  Everything  left  to  her  f ' 
said  Mrs.  Henley,  continuing  her  catechism  in  spite  of  the  un- 
willingness of  his  replies.  W  ere  there  any  legacies  P  I  know  of 
Miss  Wellwood's.' 

'  That  to  Dixon's  daughter,  and  my  own,'  he  answered. 

'Yours?   How  was  it  that  I  never  heard  of  it?   What  is  it?* 

*  Ten  thousand,'  said  Philip,  sadly. 

'  I  am  delighted  to  hear  it !'  cried  Margaret.    '  Yeiy  proper 
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of  Sir  Quy — rery  proper  indeed,  poor  yoath.  It  is  well  ihoc^t 
of  to  soften  the  disappointmeat.' 

Philip  started  forward.  *  Bisappcnntment  V  exclaimed  be,  with 
horror. 

'  You  need  not  look  as  if  I  wished  to  commit  murder/  sadd 
his  sister,  sailing.  'Have  you  forgotten  that  it  depei^  on 
whether  it  is  a  son  or  daughter  ?' 

His  dismay  was  not  lessened.  ^Do  you  mean  to  say  tiiat  tfaii 
is  to  come  on  me  if  the  child  is  a  daughter  ?' 

'  Ah !  you  were  so  young  when  the  entail  was  made,  tha,t  you 
knew  nothing  of  it.  Female  heirs  were  expressly  excluded. 
There  was  some  aunt  whom  old  Sir  Guy  passed  over,  and  settled 
the  property  on  my  father  and  you,  failing  his  own  male  heirs.' 

*  No  one  would  take  advantage  of  such  a  chanoe,'  said  Philip. 

*  Do  not  make  any  rash  resolutions,  my  dear  brother,  whatever 
you  do,'  said  Margayret.  '  Tou  have  still  the  same  fresh  romantie 
generous  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  that  is  generally  so  soon  worn 
out,  but  you  must  not  let  it  allow  you — ^ 

'Enough  of  this,'  said  Philip,  hastily,  for  eveiy  word  was  a 
dagger. 

*  Ah !  you  are  right  not  to  dwdl  on  the  uncertainly.  I  am 
almost  sorry  I  told  you,'  said  Margaret.  *  Tell  me  about  Miss 
Wellwood's  IsgBcj,*  she  continued,  desirons  of  changing  the  sub- 
ject. ^  I  want  to  know  the  truth  of  it,  for  eveir  one  is  talking 
of  it.' 

*  How  comes  the  world  to  know  of  it  ?' 

^  There  have  been  reports  ever  since  his  death,  and  now  it  has 
been  paid,  whatever  it  is,  on  Lady  MorviUe's  coming  of  age.  I>o 
you  know  what  it  is  ?  The  last  story  I  was  told  was,  that  it 
was  £20,000,  to  found  a  convent  to  pray  for  his  grand — * 

*  Five  thousand  for  her  hospital,'  interrupted  Philip.  *  Sister  !* 
he  added,  speaking  with  effort,  *  it  was  for  that  hospital  that  he 
made  the  request  for  which  we — persecuted  him.' 

'Ah!  I  thought  so,  I  could  have  told  you  so!'  cried  Mar- 
garet, triumphant  in  her  sagacity,  but  astonished,  as  her  brother 
started  up  and  stood  looking  at  her,  as  if  he  oould  haxdly  resolve 
to  give  credit  to  her  words.  '  You — ^thought— so,'  he  repeated 
slowly. 

*  I  guessed  it  from  the  first.  He  was  always  with  that  set, 
and  I  thought  it  a  very  bad  thing  for  him ;  but  as  it  was  only 
a  guess,  it  was  not  worth  while  to  mention  it:  besides,  the 
cheque  seemed  full  evidence.  It  was  tiie  general  course,  not  the 
individual  action.' 

'  If  you  thought  so,  why  not  mention  it  to  me  P  Oh  I  sister, 
what  would  you  not  have  spared  me !' 


IHE  HEIB  OF  BEDCLYFFEL  447 

^  I  might  have  done  so  if  it  bad  appeared  that  it  might  lead  to 
his  exculpation ;  but  you  were  so  fiQly  convinced  that  his  whole 
course  oonfirmed  the  suspicions,  that  a  mere  yague  idea  was  not 
worth  dwelling  on.    Your  general  opinion  of  him  satisfied  me.' 

'  I  cannot  bkme  jou,'  was  all  his  reply,  as  he  sat  down  again, 
with  his  face  averted  from  the  light. 

And  Mrs.  Henley  was  doubtfm  whether  he  meant  that  she  had 
been  judicious !  She  spoke  again,  unoonscioas  of  the  agony  each 
word  inflicted. 

'  Poor  youth !  we  were  mistaken  in  those  facts,  and  of  course, 
all  is  forgiven  and  forgotten  now ;  but  he  certainly  had  a  tremen- 
dous temper.  I  shaU  never  forget  that  exhibition.  Periu^ 
poor  Amabel  ia  saved  mnch  unhappiness.' 

*  Once  for  all,*  said  Philip,  sternly,  '  let  me  never  hear  you 
speak  of  him  thus.  We  were  both  blind  to  a  greatness  of  soul 
and  purity  of  heart  that  we  shall  never  meet  again.  Tours  waa 
only  prejudice ;  mine,  I  must  call  by  a  darker  name.  Bemember, 
that  he  and  his  wife  are  only  to  be  spoken  of  with  reverence.' 

He  composed  himself  to  silence ;  and  Margaret,  after  looking 
at  him  for  some  moments  in  wonder,  began  in  a  sort  of  exculpa- 
tory tone : 

*  Of  course  we  owe  him  a  great  deal  of  gratitude.  It  was  very 
kind  and  proper  to  come  to  you  when  you  were  ill,  and  his  death 
must  have  been  a  terrible  shock.  He  was  a  fine  young  man ; 
amiable,  very  attractive  in  manner.' 

'  No  more !'  muttered  Philip. 

*  That,  you  always  said  of  him,'-  continued  she,  not  hearing ; 
'but  you  have  no  need  to  reproach  yourself.  You  always  acted 
the  part  of  a  true  friend;  did  full  justice  to  his  many  good 
qualities,  and  only  sought  his  real  good.' 

*  £very  word  you  speak  is  the  bitterest  satire  on  me,'  said 
Philip,  goaded  into  rousing  himself  for  a  moment.  '  Say  no 
more,  unless  you  would  drive  me  distracted !' 

Margaret  was  obliged  to  be  silent,  and  marvel,  while  her 
brother  sat  motionless,  leaning  back  in  his  chair,  till  Dr.  Henley 
came  in ;  and  after  a  few  words  to  him,  went  on  talking  to  his 
wife,  till  dinner  was  announced.  Philip  went  with  them  into  the 
dining-room,  but  had  scarcely  sat  down  before  he  said  he  could 
not  stay,  and  returned  to  the  drawing-room  so&.  He  said  he 
only  wanted  quiet  and  darkness,  and  sent  his  sister  and  her  hus- 
baiKl  back  to  their  dinner. 

'What  has  he  been  doing?'  said  the  Doctor;  'here  is  his 
pulse  up  to  a  hundred  again.    How  can  he  have  raised  it  P' 

'  He  only  came  down  an  hour  ago,  and  has  been  sitting  stilL 
ever  since.' 
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*  Talking?' 

*  Yes ;  and  there,  perhaps,  I  was  rather  imprudent.  I  did  not 
know  he  could  so  little  hear  to  hear  poor  Sir  Gruy's  name  men- 
tioned :  and,  hesides,  he  did  not  know,  till  I  told  him,  that  he 
had  so  much  chance  of  Bedclyffe.  He  did  not  know  the  entaO 
excluded  daughters.' 

'  Did  he  not  ?  That  accounts  for  it.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
man  who  could  hear  coolly  that  he  was  so  near  such  a  property. 
Tins  suspense  is  unlucky  just  now;  veiy  much  against  him. 
You  must  turn  his  thoughts  from  it  as  much  as  possible.' 

All  the  next  day,  Mrs.  Henley  wondered  why  her  brother^s 
spirits  were  so  much  depressed,  resisting  every  attempt  to  amuse 
or  cheer  them ;  but,  on  the  third,  she  thought  some  light  was 
thrown  on  the  matter.  She  was  at  breakfast  with  the  Doctor 
when  the  post  came  in,  and  there  was  a  black-edged  letter  for 
Captain  Morville,  evidently  from  Amabel.  She  took  it  up  at 
once  to  his  room.  He  stretched  out  his  hand  for  it  eagerly, 
but  laid  it  down,  and  would  not  open  it  while  she  was  in  the 
room. 

The  instant  she  was  gone,  however,  he  broke  the  seal  and 
read: — 

HoUyweU,  Februazy  20tli. 

*  My  peab  Philip, — ^Thank  you  much  for  writing  to  me.  It 
was  a  great  comfort  to  see  your  writing  again,  and  to  hear  of 

•  your  being  safe  in  our  own  coimtry.  We  had  been  very  anxious 
about  you,  though  we  did  not  hear  of  your  illness  till  the  worst 
was  over.  I  am  veiy  glad  you  are  at  St.  Mildred's ;  for  I  am 
sure  Margaret  must  be  very  careftd  of  you,  and  Stylehurst  air 
must  be  good  for  you.  Every  one  here  is  well ;  Chaiies  growing 
almost  active,  and  looking  better  than  I  ever  saw  him.  I  wish 
I  could  tell  you  how  nice  and  quiet  a  winter  it  has  been ;  it  has 
heen  a  great  blessing  to  me  in  every  way,  so  many  things  have 
come  to  me  to  enjoy.  Mr.  Eoss  has  come  to  me  every  Sunday, 
and  often  in  the  week,  and  has  been  so  very  kind.  I  think  talk- 
ing to  him  will  be  a  great  pleasure  to  you  when  you  are  here 
again.  You  will  like  to  hear  that  Mr.  Shene  has  sent  me  the 
picture,  and  the  pleasure  it  gives  me  increases  every  day.  Indeed, 
I  am  so  well  off  in  every  way,  that  you  must  not  grieve  yourself 
about  me,  though  I  thank  you  very  much  for  what  you  say. 
Laura  reads  to  me  all  the  evening  from  dinner  to  tea.  I  am  much 
better  than  I  was  m  the  winter,  and  am  enjoying  the  soft  spring 
air  from  the  open  window,  making  it  seem  as  if  it  was  much  later 
in  the  year. 

'  Good-by,  my  dear  cousin ;  may  God  bless  and  comfort  you. 
Bemember,  that  after  all,  it  was  GKkL's  will,  not  your  doing ;  and 
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therefore,  as  he  said  himself,  all  is  as  it  should  he,  and  so  it  will 
surely  he. 

*  Your  affectionate  cousin, 

*  Amabel  P.  Moeville.' 

Childishly  simple  as  this  letter  might  he  called,  with  its  set  of 
facts  without  comment,  and  the  very  commonplace  words  of  con** 
Bolation,  it  spoke  volumes  to  PhiHp  of  the  spirit  in  which  it  was 
written — resignation,  pardon,  soothing,  and  a  desire  that  her 
farewell,  perhaps  her  last,  should  carry  with  it  a  token  of  her 
perfect  forgiveness.  Everything  from  Amahel  did  him  good; 
and  he  was  so  perceptihly  hetter,  that  his  sister  exclaimed,  when 
she  was  next  alone  with  Dr.  Henley,  *  I  understand  it  all,  poor 
fellow ;  I  thought  long  ago,  he  had  some  secret  attachment;  and 
now  I  see  it  was  to  Amahel  Edmonstone.' 

*ToLadyMorville?' 

*  Yes.  You  know  how  constantly  he  was  at  Hollywell,  my 
aunt  so  fond  of  him  ?  I  don't  suppose  Amy  knew  of  it ;  and,  of 
course,  she  could  not  he  hlamed  for  accepting  such  an  offer  as  Sir 
Chiy's ;  hesides,  she  never  had  much  opmion  of  her  own.' 

*  How  ?  No  had  speculation  for  him.  She  must  have  a  hand- 
some jointure ;  but  what  are  your  grounds  ?' 

*  Everything.  Don't  you  remember  he  would  not  go  to  the 
marriage  P  He  mentions  her  almost  like  a  saint ;  can't  hear  her 
name  from  any  one  else — ^keeps  her  letter  to  open  alone,  is  move 
revived  by  it  than  by  anything  else.  Ah !  depend  upon  it,  it 
was  to  avoid  her,  poor  fellow,  that  he  refused  to  go  to  Venice 
with  them.' 

'  Their  going  to  nurse  him  is  not  as  if  Sir  Guy  suspected  it.' 

*  I  don't  suppose  he  did,  nor  Amy  either.  No  one  ever  had 
so  much  power  over  himself.' 

Phihp  would  not  have  thanked  his  sister  for  her  surmise,  but 
it  was  so  far  in  his  &vour  that  it  made  her  avoid  the  subject, 
and  he  was  thus  spared  from  hearing  much  of  Amabel  or  of  Ked-* 
clyffe.  It  was  bad  enough  without  this.  Sometimes  in  nursery 
tales,  a  naughty  child,  under  the  care  of  a  fairy,  is  chained  to  an 
exaggeration  of  himself  and  his  own  faults,  and  rendered  a  slave 
to  this  hateful  self.  The  infliction  he  underwent  in  his  sister's 
house  was  somewhat  analogous ;  for  Mrs.  Henley's  whole  cha- 
racter, and  especially  her  complacent  speeches,  were  a  strong 
resemblance  of  his  own  in  the  days  he  most  regretted.  He  had 
ever  since  her  marriage  regarded  her  as  a  man  looks  at  a  fallen 
idol ;  but  never  had  her  alteration  been  so  clear  to  him,  as  he  had 
not  spent  much  time  with  her,  making  her  short  visits,  and 
passing  the  chief  of  each  day  at  Stylehurst.    Now,  he  was  almost 

a  a 
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entirely  at  ber  mercy,  and  ber  unTarymg  kindnww  to  him  caused 
her  deterioration  to  pain  him  all  the  more ;  while  each  sdf-ttBser- 
tion,  or  harsh  judgment,  sounded  on  his  ear  like  a  repetiticMi  of 
his  worst  and  most  hateful  presumption.  She  little  g^nesBed 
"what  she  made  him  endnre,  for  he  had  resumed  his  wonted  stoiciam 
of  demeanoor,  though  the  hardened  crust  that  had  once  grown 
over  his  feelii^  had  been  roughly  toin  away,  leaving  an  extreme 
soreness  and  tenderness  to  which  an  acute  pang  was  given  when- 
ever he  was  reminded,  not  only  of  his  injuries  to  Gruy,  but  of  the 
pride  and  secret  envy  that  had  been  their  root. 

At  the  same  time  he  disappointed  her  by  his  continued  reserve 
and  depression.  The  confidence  she  had  forfeited  was  never  to 
be  restored,  and  she  was  the  last  person  to  know  how  incapable 
she  was  of  receiving  it,  or  how  low  she  bad  sunk  in  her  aelf- 
ezaltation. 

He  was  soon  able  to  resume  the  hours  of  the  £unily,  but  was 
still  far  from  well ;  suffering  from  languor,  pain  in  the  bead, 
want  of  sleep  and  appetite ;  and  an  evening  feverishness.  He 
was  unequal  to  de^  reading,  and  was  in  no  frame  for  light  books; 
he  could  not  walk  far,  and  his  sister's  literary  coteries,  which  fae 
had  always  despised,  were  at  present  beyond  his  powers  of  endur- 
ance. She  hoped  that  society  would  divert  his  thoughts  and 
raise  his  spirits,  and  arranged  her  parties  with  a  view  to  bim ; 
but  he  never  could  stay  long  in  the  room,  and  Dr.  Henley,  who, 
though  proud  of  his  wife  and  her  talents,  had  little  pleasure  in 
her  learned  circle,  used  to  aid  and  abet  his  escape. 

Thus  Philip  got  through  the  hours  as  best  he  might ;  idl j 
turning  the  pages  of  new  club-books,  wandering  on  the  hills  till 
he  tired  himseU*;  sitting  down  to  r^  in  the  damp  air,  coming 
home  chilled  and  fatigued,  and  lying  on  the  sofa  with  his  eyes 
shut,  to  avoid  conversation,  all  the  evening.  Neither  strength, 
energy,  nor  intellect  would  serve  him  for  more ;  and  this,  with 
the  load  and  the  stings  of  a  profound  repentance,  formed  his 
history  through  the  next  fortnight. 

He  used  often  to  stand  gazing  at  the  slowly-rising  walls  of 
Miss  Welwood's  buildings,  and  the  only  time  he  exerted  hiTnaAlf 
in  his  old  way  to  put  down  any  folly  in  conversation,  was  when 
he  silenced  some  of  the  nonsense  tiJked  about  her,  and  evinced 
lus  own  entire  approval  of  her  proceedings. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

Beneath  a  tapering  ash-tree's  shade 

Three  graves  are  by  each  other  laid. 
Around  Uie  veiy  place  doth  brood 

A  strange  and  holy  quietude. — Baftistzbt. 

LATE  on  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  of  March,  Mary  Boss  entered 
by  the  half-opened  front  door  at  Hollywell,  just  as  Charles 
appeared  slowly  descending  the  stairs. 

*  Well !  how  is  she  ?*  asked  Mary  eagerly. 

'  Poor  little  dear!'  he  answered,  with  a  sigh ;  '  she  looks  very 
nice  and  comfortable.' 

*  What,  you  have  seen  her  ?' 

'  I  am  at  this  moment  leaving  her  room.' 

*  She  is  going  on  well,  I  hope  ?' 

*  Perfectly  well.  There  is  one  comfort  at  least,'  said  Charles, 
drawing  himself  down  the  last  step. 

*  Dear  Amy !   And  the  babe — did  you  see  it  ?' 

*  Yes ;  the  little  creature  was  lying  by  her,  and  she  put  her 
hand  on  it,  and  gave  one  of  those  smiles  that  are  so  terribly  like 
his ;  but  I  could  not  have  spoken  about  it  for  the  world.  Such 
fools  we  be !'  concluded  Charles,  with  an  attempt  at  a  smile. 

'It  is  healthy?' 

'  All  a  babe  ought  to  be,  they  say,  all  that  could  be  expected 
of  it,  except  the  not  being  of  the  right  sort,  and  if  Amy  does  not 
mind  that,  I  don't  know  who  should,'  and  Charles  deposited 
himself  on  the  so£E^  heaving  a  deep  sigh,  intended  to  pass  for  the 
conclusion  of  the  exertion. 

'  Then  you  think  she  is  not  disappointed  P' 

'  Certainly  not.  The  first  thing  she  sidd  when  she  was  told  it 
was  a  girl,  was, '  I'm  so  glad !'  and  she  does  seem  very  happy 
with  it,  poor  little  thing !  In  fact,  mamma  thinks  she  had  so 
little  expected  that  it  would  go  well  with  herself,  or  with  it,  that 
now  it  is  all  like  a  surprise.' 

There  was  a  silence,  first  broken  by  Charles  saying,  *  You  must 
be  content  with  me — I  can't  send  for  any  one.  Bustle  has  taken 
papa  and  Charlotte  for  a  walk,  and  Laura  is  on  guard  over  Amy, 
for  we  have  made  mamma  go  and  lie  down.  It  was  high  time, 
after  sitting  up  two  nights,  and  meaning  to  sit  up  a  third.' 

*  Has  she  really — can  she  bear  it  ?' 

*  Yes ;  I  am  afraid  I  have  trained  her  in  sitting  up,  and  Amy 
and  all  of  us  know  that  anxiety  hurts  her  more  than  fatigue. 

Ge2 
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She  would  only  lie  awake  worrying  herself,  instead  of  sitting' 
peaceahly  by  the  fire,  holding  the  baby,  or  watching  Amy,  and 
having  a  quiet  cry  when  she  is  asleep.  For,  after  aB,  it  is  vary 
sad!'  Charles  was  trying  to  brave  his  feelings,  but  did  not  sae- 
ceed  very  well.  *  Yesterday  morning  I  was  properly  frightened. 
I  came  into  the  dressing-room,  and  found  manuna  crying  so, 
that  I  fully  believed  it  was  all  wrong ;  but  she  was  just  coming 
to  tell  us,  and  was  only  overcome  bv  thinking  of  not  having  kim 
to  call  first,  and  how  happy  he  would  have  beien.' 

'And  the  dear  Amy  herself!' 

'  I  can't  tell.  She  is  a  wonderful  person  for  keeping  herself 
composed  when  she  ought.  I  see  she  has  his  picture  in  full  view, 
but  she  says  not  a  word,  except  that  mamma  saw  her  to-day,  when 
she  thought  no  one  was  looking,  fondling  the  httle  thing,  and 
whispering  to  it — *  Guy's  baby !'  and  *  Guy's  little  messenger  !* 
Charles  gave  up  the  struggle,  and  fairly  cried,  but  in  a  moment 
rallying  his  usual  tone,  he  went  on,  half  laughing, — '  To  be  sure, 
what  a  morsel  of  a  creature  it  is !  It  is  awful  to  see  anything  so 
small  calling  itself  a  specimen  of  humanity !' 

*  It  is  your  first  acquaintance  with  infant  humanity,  I  suppose? 
Pray,  did  you  ever  see  a  baby  ?' 

*  Not  to  look  at.  In  fact,  Mary,  I  consider  it  a  proof  of  your 
being  a  rational  woman  that  you  have  not  asked  me  whether  it 
is  pretty.' 

*  I  thought  you  no  judge  of  the  article.' 

*  No,  it  was  not  to  inspect  it  that  Amy  sent  for  me ;  though 
after  all  it  was  for  a  business  I  would  almost  as  soon  undertake, 
a  thing  I  would  not  do  for  any  other  living  creatmre.' 

'  Then  I  know  what  it  is.  To  write  some  kind  message  to 
Captain  Morville.    Just  like  the  dear  Amy !' 

*  Just  like  her,  and  like  no  one  else,  except Of  course  my 

father  wrote  him  an  official  communication  yesterday,  very  short ; 
but  the  fact  must  have,  made  it  sweet  enough,  savage  as  we  all 
were  towards  him,  as  there  was  no  one  else  to  be  savage  to,  unless 
it  might  be  poor  Miss  Morville,  who  is  the  chief  loser  by  being 
of  the  feminine  gender,'  said  Charles,  again  braving  what  he  was 
pleased  to  call  sentimentality.  '  Well,  bif-and-by,  my  lady  wants 
to  know  if  any  one  has  written  to  '  poor  Philip;'  as  she  iviU  call 
him,  and,  by  no  means  contented  by  hearing  papa  had,  she  sends 
to  ask  me  to  come  to  her  when  I  came  in  from  wheeling  in  the 
garden  ;  and  receives  me  with  a  request  that  I  would  write  and 
tell  him  how  well  she  is,  and  how  glad,  and  so  on.  There's 
a  piece  of  work  for  me!' 

*  Luckily  you  are  not  quite  so  savage  as  you  pretend,  either  to 
liim,  or  your  poor  little  niece.' 

*  Whew !  I  should  not  care  whether  she  was  niece  or  nephew 
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but  for  him ;  at  least  not  much,  as  long  as  she  comforted  Amy ; 
but  to  see  him  at  Redclyffe,  and  be  obliged  to  make  much  of  him 
at  the  same  time,  is  more  than  I  can  very  well  bear;  though  I  may  * 
as  well  swallow  it  as  best  I  can,  for  she  will  have  me  do  it,  as  weU 
as  on  Laura's  account.  Amy  believes,  you  know,  that  he  will 
think  the  inheritance  a  great  misfortune ;  but  that  is  only  a  proof 
that  she  is  more  amiable  than  any  one  else.' 

*  I  should  think  he  would  not  rejoice.' 

'  Not  exactly ;  but  I  have  no  fear  that  he  will  not  console 
himself  by  thinking  of  the  good  he  will  do  with  it.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  was  thoroughly  cut  up,  and  I  could  even  go  the 
length  of  believing  that  distress  of  mind  helped  to  bring  on  the 
relapse ;  but  it  is  some  time  ago.  And  as  to  his  breaking  his 
heart  after  the  first  ten  minutes  at  finding  himself  what  he  has 
all  his  life  desired  to  be,  in  a  situation  where  the  fail  influence 
of  his  talents  may  be  felt,'  said  Charles,  with  a  shade  of  imita- 
tion of  his  measiured  tones,  '  why  that,  no  one  but  silly  little 
Amy  would  ever  dream  of.' 

*  Well,  I  dare  say  you  will  grow  merciful  as  you  write.' 

'  No,  that  is  not  the  way  to  let  my  indignation  ooze  out  at 
my  fingers'  ends.  I  shall  begin  by  writi^  to  condole  with 
Markhiun.  Poor  man !  what  a  state  he  must  be  in ;  all  the  more 
pitiable  because  he  evidently  had  entirely  forgotten  that  there 
could  ever  be  a  creature  of  the  less  worthy  gender  bom  to  the 
house  of  MorviUe ;  so  it  will  take  him  quite  by  surprise.  What 
will  he  do,  and  how  will  he  ever  forgive  Mrs.  Ashford,  who,  I 
see  in  the  paper,  has  a  son  whom  nobody  wants,  as  if  for  the 
express  purpose  of  insulting  Markham's  feelings !  Well-a-day ! 
I  should  have  liked  to  have  had  the  sound  of  Sir  Guy  Mor« 
viUe  still  in  my  ears,  and  yet  I  don't  know  that  I  could  have 
endured  its  being  applied  a  little  senseless  baby !  And,  after  all, 
we  are  the  gainers ;  for  it  would  haVe  been  a  forlorn  thing  to 
have  seen  Amy  go  off  to  reign  queen-mother  at  Beddyffe, — and 
most  notably  well  would  she  have  reigned,  with  that  clear  little 
head.  I  vow  'tis  a  talent  thrown  away!  However,  I  can't 
grumble.  She  is  much  happier  without  greatness  thrust  on  her, 
and  for  my  own  part,  I  have  my  home-sister  all  to  myself,  with 
no  rival  but  that  small  woman — and  how  she  will  pet  her !' 

*  And  how  you  will  I  What  a  spoiling  uncle  you  will  be !  But 
now,  having  heard  you  reason  yourself  into  philosophy,  I'll  leave 
you  to  write.  We  were  so  anxious,  that  I  could  not  help 
coming.  I  am  so  glad  that  little  one  thrives !  I  should  like  to 
leave  my  love  for  Amy,  if  you'll  remember  it.' 

'  The  rarity  of  such  a  message  from  you  may  enable  me.  I 
was  lying  here  alone,  and  received  the  collected  love  of  five  Har- 
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pen  to  conyey  upstairs,  all  which  I  forgot ;  though  in  its  transit 
hj  Amaud  and  his  French,  it  had  become  '  that  they  made  their 
-friendships  to  my  lady  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone.' 

Charles  had  not  talked  so  like  himself  for  months ;  and  Mary 
felt  that  Amabel's  child,  if  she  had  disappointed  some  expecta- 
tions, had  come  like  a  spring  blossom,  to  cheer  Holywell,  after 
its  long  winter  of  sorrow  and  anxiety.  She  seemed  to  have 
already  been  receiyed  as  a  messenger  to  comfort  them  for  the 
loss,  greatest  of  all  to  her,  poor  cluld,  though  she  would  never 
know  how  great.  Next  Mary  wondered  what  kind  of  letter 
Charles  would  indite,  and  guessed  it  would  be  all  the  kinder  for 
the  outpouring  he  had  made  to  her,  the  only  person  with  whom 
he  ventured  to  indulge  in  a  comfortable  abuse  of  Philip,  since 
his  good  sense  taught  him  that,  ending  as  affiurs  must,  it  was 
the  only  wise  way  to  make  the  best  of  it,  with  father,  mother, 
and  Charlotte,  sdl  quite  sufficiently  disposed  to  regard  Philip 
with  aversion  without  his  help. 

Philip  was  at  breakfast  with  the  Henleys,  on  the  following 
morning,  a  Simday, — or  rather,  sitting  at  the  breakfast-table, 
when  the  letters  were  brought  in.  Mn.  Henley  pretending  to 
be  occupied  with  her  own,  had  an  eager,  watchful  eye  on  her 
brother,  as  one  was  placed  before  him.  She  knew  Mr.  Edmon- 
stone's  writing,  but  was  restrained  from  excl^ming  by  her  in- 
voluntary deference  for  her  brother.  He  flushed  deep  red  one 
moment,  then  turned  deadly  pale ;  his  hand,  when  first  he  raised 
it,  trembled,  but  then  became  firm,  as  if  controlled  by  the  force 
of  his  resolution.  He  broke  the  black  seal,  drew  out  the  letter, 
paused  another  instant,  unfolded  it,  glanced  at  it,  pushed  his 
chair  from  the  table,  and  hastened  to  the  door. 

'  Tell  me,  tell  me,  Philip,  what  is  it  P'  she  exclaimed,  rising 
to  follow  him. 

He  turned  round,  threw  the  letter  on  the  table,  and  with  a 
sign  that  forbade  her  to  come  with  him,  left  the  room. 

*  Poor  fellow !  how  he  feels  it !  That  poor  young  creature !' 
said  she,  catching  up  the  letter  for  explanation. 

*Ha!  No!  Listen  to  this,  Dr.  Henley.  Why,  he  most 
have  read  it  wrong !' 

"HoUyweU,  March  5th. 

Deab  Philip, — ^I  have  to  announce  to  you  that  Lady  Mor- 
ville  was  safely  confined  this  morning  with  a  daughter.  I  shall 
be  ready  to  send  all  the  papers  and  accounts  of  the  Bedclyffe 
estate  to  any  place  you  may  appoint  as  soon  as  she  is  sufficiently 
recovered  to  transact  business.  Both  she  and  the  infant  are  as 
well  as  can  be  expected, — ^Yoiu^  sincerely, 

C.  Ebmo>'stok£. 
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^  A  daughter !'  cried  Dr.  Henley.  '  Well,  my  dear,  I  congra- 
tulate you !  It  is  as  fine  a  property  as  any  in  the  kingdom. 
We  shall  see  him  pick  up  strength  now.' 

'I  must  go  and  find  him.  He  surely  has  mistaken!'  said 
Margaret,  hastening  in  search  of  him ;  hut  he  was  not  to  he 
fotmd,  and  she  saw  him  no  more  till  she  found  him  in  the  seat 
at  church. 

She  hardly  waited  to  be  in  the  churchyard,  after  the  service^ 
before  she  said,  ^  Surely  you  mistook  the  letter !' 

'No,  I  did  not.' 

'  Tou  saw  that  she  is  doing  well,  and  it  is  a  girl." 

'  And  will  you  not  let  me  congratulate  you  P' 

She  was  interrupted  by  some  acquaintance ;  but  when  she 
looked  round  he  was  nowhere  to  be  seen,  and  she  was  obliged 
to  be  content  with  telling  every  one  the  news.  One  or  two  of 
her  many  tame  gentlemen  came  home  with  her  to  luncheon,  and 
she  had  the  sati^action  of  dilating  on  the  grandeur  of  Bedclyffe. 
Her  brother  was  not.  in  the  drawing-room,  but  answered  when 
she  knocked  at  his  door. 

'  Luncheon  is  ready.    Will  you  come  down  ?' 

*  Is  any  one  there  ?' 

*  Mr.  ^Drown  and  Walter  Maitland.  Shall  I  send  you  any- 
thing, or  do  you  like  to  come  down  P' 

'  I'll  come,  thank  you,'  said  he,  thus  secured  from  a  iite^tite. 

*  Had  you  better  come  P    Is  not  your  head  too  bad  ?' 

*  It  will  not  be  better  for  staying  here ;  I'll  come.' 

She  went  down,  telling  her  visitors  that,  since  his  illness,  her 
broths  always  suffered  so  much  firom  excitement  that  he  was  too 
unwell  to  have  derived  much  pleasure  from  the  tidings:  and 
when  he  appeared  his  air  corresponded  with  her  account,  for  his 
looks  were  of  the  gravest  and  sternest.  He  received  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  gentlemen  ¥rithout  the  shadow  of  a  smile, 
and  made  than  think  him  the  haughtiest  and  most  dignified 
landed  proprietor  in  England. 

Mrs.  Henley  advised  strongly  against  his  going  to  church, 
but  without  ^ect ;  and  losing  him  in  the  crowd  coming  out, 
saw  him  no  more  till  just  before  dinner-time.  He  had  steeled 
himself  to  endure  all  that  she  and  the  doctor  could  inflict  on  him 
that  evening,  and  he  had  a  hope  of  persuading  Amabel  that  it 
would  be  only  doing  justice  to  her  child  to  let  him  restore  her 
father's  inheritance,  which  had  come  to  him  through  circum- 
stances that  could  not  have  been  foreseen.  He  was  determined 
to  do  nothing  like  an  act  of  possession  of  Bedclyfle  till  he  had 
implored  her  to  accept  the  offer ;  and  it  was  a  great  relief  thus 


456  THE  HEIK  OF  BEDCLTFFE. 

r 

to  keep  it  in  doabt  a  little  longer,  and  not  abeolutelj  feel  him- 
self profiting  by  Guy's  death  and  sitting  in  his  seat.  Not  a 
.word,  however,  must  be  said  to  let  his  sister  guess  at  his  resolu- 
tion, and  he  must  let  her  torture  bim  in  the  meantime.  He  was 
vexed  at  having  been  startled  into  betraying  his  suffering,  and 
was  humiliated  at  the  thought  of  the  change  firom  that  iron 
imperturbability,  compounded  of  strength,  pnde,  and  coldnesSy 
in  which  he  had  once  gloried. 

Dr.  Henley  met  him  with  a  shake  of  the  hand,  and  hearty 
excbunation : — 

'  I  congratulate  you.  Sir  Philip  Morville.' 

'  No ;  that  is  spared  me,'  was  his  answer. 

'  Hem !    The  baronetcy  P' 

'Yes,*  said  Mai^garet,  ^I  thought  you  kn^  that  only  goes 
to  the  direct  heir  of  old  Sir  Hugh.  But  you  must  drop  the 
*  captain'  at  least.    Tou  will  sell  out  at  once  ?' 

He  patiently  endured  the  conversation  on  the  extent  and 
beauty  of  Bedd3rffe,  wearing  all  the  time  a  stem,  resolute  aspect^ 
that  his  sister  knew  to  betoken  great  unhappiness.  She  ear- 
nestly wished  to  understand  him ;  but  at  last,  seeing  how  much 
her  conversation  increased  his  headache,  she  desisted,  and  left 
him  to  all  the  repose  his  thoughts  could  give  him.  He  was 
very  much  concerned  at  the  tone  of  the  note  from  his  uncle,  as 
if  it  was  intended  to  show  that  all  connexion  with  the  fiunily 
was  to  be  broken  off.  He  supposed  it  had  been  concerted 
with  someone;  with  Charles,  most  likely, — Charles,  who  had 
judged  him  too  truly,  and  with  his  attachment  to  Guy,  and 
aversion  to  himself^  was  doubtless  strengthening  his  father's 
displeasure,  all  the  more  for  this  hateful  wealth.  And  Laura  ? 
What  did  she  feel? 

Monday  morning  brought  another  letter.  At  first,  he  was 
struck  with  the  dread  of  evil  tidings  of  Amabel  or  her  babe, 
especially  when  he  recognised  Charles's  straggling  handwriting ; 
and,  resolved  not  to  be  again  betrayed,  he  carried  it  up  to  read 
in  his  own  room  before  his  sister  had  noticed  it.  He  could 
hardly  resolve  to  open  it,  for  surely  Charles  would  not  write  to 
him  without  necessity ;  and  what,  save  sorrow,  could  cause  that 
necessity  ?  He  saw  that  his  wretchedness  might  be  even  more 
complete !  At  length  he  read  it,  and  could  hardlv  believe  his 
own  eyes  as  he  saw  cheering  words,  in  a  friendly  style  of  interest 
and  londliness  such  as  he  would  never  have  expected  from 
Charles,  more  especially  now. 

HottyweU,  liareh  6th. 

Mt  deab  Philip, — I  beHeve  my  father  wrote  to  you  in 
haste  yesterday ;  but  I  am  sure  you  will  be  anxious  for  further 
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accounts,  and  when  there  is  good  news  there  is  satisfaction  in 
conveying  it.  I  know  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  our  affairs  are 
very  prosperous ;  and  Amy,  whom  I  have  just  been  visiting,  is 
saia  by  the  authorities  to  be  going  on  as  well  as  possible.  She 
begs  me  to  tell  you  of  her  welfare,  and  to  assure  vou  that  she  is 
particularly  pleased  to  have  a  daughter ;  or,  perhaps,  it  will  be 
more  satisfactory  to  have  her  own  words.  '  You  must  tell  him 
how  well  I  am,  Charlie,  and  how  very  glad.  And  tell  him  that 
he  must  not  vex  himself  about  her  being  a  girl,  for  that  is  my 
great  pleasure ;  and  I  do  believe,  the  very  thing  I  should  have 
chosen  if  I  had  set  to  work  to  wish.'  Vou  ^ow  Amy  never 
said  a  word  but  in  all  sincerity,  so  you  must  trust  her ;  and  I 
add  my  testimony  that  she  is  in  placid  spirits,  and  may  well  be 
glad  to  escape  the  cares  of  Kedclyffe.  My  father  says  he  desired 
Markham  to  write  to  you  on  the  business  matters.  I  hope  the 
sea-breezes  may  do  you  good.  All  the  party  here  are  well ;  but 
I  see  little  of  them  now,  all  the  interest  of  the  house  is  up 
stairs. — ^Your  affectionate,  C.  M.  Edmonstoite. 

P.S.  The  baby  is  very  small,  but  so  plump  and  healthy,  that 
no  one  attempts  to  be  uneasy  about  her. 

Never  did  letter  come  in  better  time  to  ra^e  a  desponding 
heart.  Of  Amabel's  forgiveness  he  was  already  certain ;  but 
that  she  should  have  made  Charles  lus  friend  was  a  wonder 
beyond  all  others.  It  gave  him  more  hope  for  the  future  than 
he  had  yet  been  able  to  entertain,  and  showed  him  that  the 
former  note  was  no  studied  remmciation  of  him,  but  only  an 
ebullition  of  Mr.  Edmonstone's  disappointment. 

It  gave  him  spirit  enough  to  undertake  what  he  had  long  been 
meditating,  but  without  energy  to  set  about  it — an  expedition 
to  Stylehurst.  Hitherto  it  had  been  his  first  walk  on  coming 
to  St.  Mildred's,  but  now  the  distance  across  the  moor  was  far 
beyond  his  powers ;  and  even  that  length  of  ride  was  a  great 
enterprise.  It  was  much  further  by  the  carriage  road,  and  his 
sister  never  liked  going  there.  He  had  never  &iled  to  visit  his 
old  home  till  last  year,  and  he  felt  almost  glad  that  he  had  not 
carried  his  thoughts,  at  that  time,  to  his  father's  grave.  It  was 
strange  that,  with  so  many  more  important  burdens  on  his  mind, 
it  had  been  this  apparently  trivial  omission,  this  slight  to  Style- 
hurst, that,  in  both  his  illnesses,*  had  been  the  most  frequently 
recurring  idea  that  had  tormented  him  in  his  delirium.  So 
deeply,  securely  fixed  is  the  love  of  the  home  of  childhood  in 
men  of  his  mould,  in  whom  it  is  perhaps  the  most  deeply  rooted 
of  all  affections. 
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Without  telling  his  sister  his  intention,  be  hired  a  horse,  and 
pursued  the  fiimiliar  moorland  tracks.  He  passed  South  Moor 
Farm ;  it  gave  him  too  great  a  pang  to  look  at  it ;  he  rode  on 
across  the  hills  where  he  used  to  walk  with  his  sisterSy  and 
looked  down  into  narrow  valleys  where  he  had  ofben  wandered 
with  his  fishing-rod,  lost  in  musings  on  plans  for  attaining  dis- 
tinction, and  seeing  himself  the  greatest  man  of  his  day.  Little 
had  he  then  guessed  the  misery  which  would  place  him  in  the 
way  to  the  coveted  elevation,  or  how  he  would  loathe  it  when  it 
lay  within  his  grasp. 

There  were  the  trees  roimd  the  vicarage,  the  church  spire,  the 
cottages,  whose  old  rough  aspect  he  knew  so  well,  the  whole 
scene  once  '  redolent  of  joy  and  youth :'  but  how  unable  to 
breathe  on  him  a  second  spring !  He  put  up  his  horse  at  the 
village  inn,  and  went  to  make  his  first  call  on  Susan,  the  old 
clerk's  wife,  and  one  of  the  persona  in  all  the  world  who  loved 
him  best.  He  knocked,  opened  the  door,  and  saw  her,  startled 
firom  her  tea-drinking,  looking  at  him  as  a  stranger. 

'  Bless  us !  It  beant  never  Master  Philip !'  she  exclaimed, 
her  head  shaking  very  fiist,  as  she  recognised  his  voice.  '  Why, 
sir,  what  a  turn  you  give  me !  How  bad  you  be  looking,  to  be 
sure!' 

He  sat  down  and  talked  with  her,  with  feelings  of  comfort. 
Tidings  of  Sir  Guy's  death  had  reached  the  old  woman,  and  she 
was  much  grieved  for  the  nice,  cheerful-spoken  young  gentleman, 
whom  she  well-remembered ;  for  she,  like  almost  every  one  who 
had  ever  had  any  intercourse  with  bun,  had  an  impression  left 
of  him,  as  of  something  winning,  engaging,  brightening,  like  a 
sunbeam.  It  was  a  rdGreshment  to  meet  with  one  who  would 
lament  him  for  his  own  sake,  and  had  no  congratulations  for 
Philip  himself ;  and  the  '  Sure,  sure,  it  must  have  been  very  bad 
for  you,'  with  which  old  Susan  heard  of  the  circumstances, 
carried  more  of  the  comfort  of  genuine  sympathy  than  all  his 
sister's  attempts  at  condolence. 

She  told  him  how  often  Sir  Guy  had  been  at  Stylehurst,  how 
he  had  talked  to  her  about  the  archdeacon ;  and  especially  she 
remembered  his  helping  her  husband  one  day  when  he  found 
him  trimming  the  ash  over  the  archdeacon's  grave.  He  used 
to  come  very  ofben  to  church  there,  more  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  stay ;  there  was  one  Sunday — it  was  the  one  before  Michael- 
mas— ^be  was  there  all  day,  VaUdng  in  the  churchyard,  and 
sitting  in  the  porch  between  services. 

*  The  Sunday  before  Michaelmas !'  thought  Philip,  the  very 
time  when  he  had  been  most  earnest  in  driving  his  uncle  to  per- 
secute, and  delighting  himself  in  having  triumphed  over  Ghiy  at 
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last,  and  obtained  tangible  demonstration  of  his  own  foresight, 
and  his  cousin's  vindictive  spirit.  What  had  he  been  throwing 
away  P     Where  had,  in  truth,  been  the  hostile  spirit  ? 

He  took  the  key  of  the  church,  and  walked  thither  alone, 
standing  for  several  minutes  by  the  three  graves,  with  a  sensa- 
tion as  if  his  father  was  demanding  of  him  an  account  of  the 
boy  he  had  watched,  and  brought  to  his  ancestral  home,  and 
cared  for  through  his  orphaned  childhood.  But  for  the  prayer- 
book,  the  pledge  that  there  had  been  peace  at  the  last,  how 
could  he  have  borne  it  ? 

Here  was  the  paved  path  he  had  trodden  in  eatlj  childhood, 
holding  his  mother's  hand,  where,  at  each  recumng  vacation 
during  his  school  days,  he  had  walked  between  his  admiring 
sisters,  in  the  consciousness  that  he  was  the  pride  of  his  family 
and  of  all  the  parish.  Of  his  family  ?  Did  he  not  remember 
his  return  home  for  the  last  time  before  that  when  he  was 
summoned  thither  by  his  father's  death  ?  He  had  come  with 
a  whole  freight  of  prizes,  and  letters  full  of  praises ;  and  as  he 
stood,  in  expectation  of  the  expression  of  delighted  satisfaction, 
his  father  liud  his  hand  on  his  troplw,  the  pile  of  books,  saying, 
gravely, — ^*A11  this  would  I  give,  Fhilip,  for  one  evidence  of 
humility  of  mind.' 

It  had  been  his  father's  one  reproof.  He  had  thought  it 
unjust  and  unreasonable,  and  turned  away  impatiently  to  be 
caressed  and  admired  by  Margaret.  His  real  feelings  had  been 
told  to  her,  because  she  flattered  them  and  shared  them;  he 
had  been  reserved  and  guarded  with  the  father  who  would 
have  perceived  and  repressed  that  ambition  and  the  self-suffi- 
ciency which  he  himself  had  never  known  to  exist,  nor  regarded 
as  aught  but  sober  truth.  It  had  been  his  bane,  that  he  had 
been  always  too  sensible  to  betray  outwardly  his  self-conceit, 
in  any  form  that  could  lead  to  its  being  noticed. 

He  opened  the  church  door,  closed  it  behind  him,  and  locked 
himself  in. 

He  came  up  to  the  communion  rail,  where  he  had  knelt  for  the 
first  time  twelve  years  ago,  confident  in  himself,  and  unconsdouB 
of  the  fears  with  which  his  fiither's  voice  was  trembling  in  the 
intensity  of  his  prayer  for  one  in  whom  there  was  no  tangible 
evil,  and  whom  others  thought  a  pattern  of  all  that  could  be 
desired  by  the  fondest  hopes. 

He  knelt  down,  with  bowed  head,  and  hands  clasped.  Assur- 
edly, if  his  father  could  have  beheld  him  then,  it  would  have 
been  with  rejoicing.  He  would  not  have  sorrowed  that  robust 
frame  was  wasted,  and  great  strength  brought  low ;  that  the 
noble  features  were  worn,  the  healthful  cheek  pale,  and  the 
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powerM  intellect  clouded  and  weakened :  he  would  hardly  liave 
mourned  for  the  cruel  gzief  and  suffering,  such  would  have  been 
his  joy  that  the  humhle,  penitent,  ohe^ent  heart  had  heen  'won 
at  last.  AboTe  all,  he  would  have  rejoiced  that  the  words  that 
most  soothed  that  wounded  spirit  were, — '  A  broken  and  contrite 
heart,  O  Gk>d,  Thou  wilt  not  despise.' 

There  was  solace  in  that  solemn  silence ;  the  throbs  of  head 
and  heart  were  stilled  in  the  calm  around.  It  was  as  if  the 
influences  of  the  prayers  breathed  for  him  by  his  father,  and  the 
forgiveness  and  living  spirit  there  won  by  Ghiy,  had  been  waitings 
for  him  there  till  he  came  to  take  them  up,  for  thenceforth  the 
bitterest  of  his  despair  was  over,  and  he  could  receive  each  token 
of  Amabel's  foi^veness,  not  as  heaped  coals  of  fire,  but  as  an 
earnest  of  foi^veness  sealed  in  heaven. 

The  worst  was  over,  and  though  he  still  had  much  to  suffer, 
he  was  becoming  open  to  receive  comfort :  the  blank  dark  remorse 
in  which  he  had  been  living  b^an  to  lighten,  and  the  tone  of 
his  mind  to  return. 

He  spoke  more  cheerfully  to  Susan  when  he  restored  the  key ; 
but  she  had  been  so  shocked  at  his  appearance,  that  when,  the 
next  day,  a  report  reached  her  that  Mr.  FhiHp  was  now  a  grand 
gentleman,  and  very  rich,  she  answered, — 

*  Well,  if  it  be  so,  I  am  glad  of  it,  but  he  said  never  a  word  of 
it  to  me,  and  it  is  my  belief  he  would  give  all  the  money  as 
ever  was  coined,  to  have  the  poor  young  gentleman  back  again. 
Depend  upon  it,  he  hates  the  very  sound  of  it.' 

At  the  cost  of  several  sheets  of  paper,  Philip  at  length  com- 
pleted a  letter  to  Mr.  Edmonstone,  winch,  when  he  had  sent  it, 
made  his  suspense  more  painful. 

St.  Mildred's,  March  12th. 

My  bbab  Mb.  EnMOKSTOins, — It  is  with  a  full  sense  of  the 
unfitness  of  intruding  such  a  subject  upon  you  in  the  present 
state  of  the  family,  that  I  again  address  you  on  the  same  topic 
as  that  on  which  I  wrote  to  you  from  Italy,  at  the  first  moment 
at  which  I  have  felt  it  possible  to  ask  your  attention.  I  was 
then  too  ill  to  be  able  to  express  my  contrition  for  all  that  has 
passed ;  in  fact,  I  doubt  whether  it  was  even  then  so  deep  as  at 
present,  since  every  succeeding  week  has  but  added  to  my  sense 
of  the  impropriety  of  my  conduct,  and  my  earnest  desire  for 
pardon.  I  can  hardly  venture  at  such  a  time  to  ask  anything 
further,  but  I  must  add  that  my  sentiments  towards  your 
daughter  are  unaltered,  and  can  never  cease  but  with  my  life ; 
and  though  I  know  I  have  rendered  myself  unworthy  of  her,  and 
my  health,  both  mental  and  bodily,  is  far  from  being  re-esta- 
blished, I   cannot  help  laying  my  feelings  before  you,  and 
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entreating  that  jou  will  put  an  end  to  the  suspense  which  has 
endured  for  so  many  months,  by  telling  me  to  hope  that  I  have 
not  for  ever  forfeited  your  consent  to  my  attachment.  At  least, 
I  trust  to  your  kindness  for  telling  me  on  what  terms  I  am  for 
the  present  to  stand  with  your  family.  I  am  glad  to  hear  such 
favourable  reports  of  Lady  Morville,  and  with  all  my  heart  I 
thank  Charles  for  his  letter. 

Yours  ever  affectionately, 

Ph.  MOKYILLZ. 

He  ardently  watched  for  a  reply.  He  could  not  endure  the 
idea  of  receiving  it  where  Margaret's  eyes  could  scan  the  emotion 
he  could  now  only  conceal  by  a  visible  rigidity  of  demeanour, 
and  he  daily  went  himself  to  the  post-office,  but  in  vain.  He 
received  nothing  but  business  letters,  and  among  them  one  from 
Markham,  with  as  much  defiance  and  dislike  in  its  style  as  could 
be  shown  in  a  perfectly  formal,  proper  letter.  Till  he  had 
referred  to  Lady  Morville,  he  would  not  make  any  demonstration 
towards  Bedclyffe,  and  evaded  all  his  sister's  questions  as  to  what 
he  was  doing  about  it,  and  when  he  should  take  measures  for 
leaving  the  army,  or  obtaining  a  renewal  of  the  baronetcy. 

Anxiety  made  him  look  daily  more  wretchedly  haggard ;  the 
doctor  was  at  fault,  Mrs.  Henley  looked  sagacious,  while  his 
manner  became  so  dry  and  repellent  that  visitors  went  away 
moralizing  on  the  absurdity  of  nauveaux  riches  taking  so  much 
state  on  them. 

He  wondered  how  soon  he  might  venture  to  write  to  Amabel, 
on  whom  alone  he  could  depend ;  but  he  felt  it  a  sort  of  profanity 
to  disturb  her. 

He  had  nearly  given  up  his  visits  to  the  post  in  despair,  when 
one  morning  he  beheld  what  never  failed  to  bring  some  soothing 
influence,  namely,  the  fair  pointed  characters  he  had  not  dared 
to  hope  for. 

He  walked  quickly  into  the  promenade,  sat  down,  and  read : — 

HoUyweU,  2^aroh  22n(L 
My  dear  Philip, — Papa  does  not  answer  your  letter, 
because  he  says  speaking  is  better  than  writing,  and  we  hope  you 
are  well  enough  to  come  to  us  before  Sunday  week.  I  hope  to 
take  our  dear  little  girl  to  be  christened  on  that  day,  and  I  want 
you  to  be  so  kind  as  to  be  her  godfather.  I  ask  it  of  you,  not 
only  in  my  own  name,  but  in  her  father's,  for  I  am  sure  it  is 
what  he  would  choose.  Her  aunt  Laura  and  Mary  Ross  are  to 
be  her  godmothers.  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  very  foolish 
and  fanciful  for  naming  her  Mary  Yerena,  in  remembrance  of 
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our  old  readings  of  Sintiam.  She  is  a  verj  heahhj,  quiet 
creature,  and  I  am  getting  on  Yery  welL  I  am  writing  from  the 
dressing-room,  and  I  expect  to  be  down  stairs  in  a  few  dajs.  If 
yon  do  not  dislike  it  very  much,  oould  you  be  so  kind  as  to  call 
upon  Miss  Wellwood,  and  pay  little  Marianne  Dixon's  quarter 
for  me?  It  is  £10,  and  it  will  saTe  trouble  if  you  would  do  it; 
besides  that,  I  shoiUd  like  to  hear  of  her  and  the  little  girl.  I 
am  sorry  to  hear  you  are  not  better, — ^perhaps  coming  here  mjiy 
do  you  good — ^Four  o'clock.  I  have  been  keeping  my  letter  in 
hopes  of  persuading  p^A  to  put  in  a  note,  but  he  says  he  had 
rather  send  a  message  that  '  he  is  quite  Teady  to  foigiYC  and 
forget,  and  it  will  be  best  to  talk  it  over  when  you  come.' 

Your  affectionate  cousin, 

A.  F.  MOBTILU. 

It  was  well  he  was  not  under  his  sister's  ^e,  for  he  could  not 
read  this  letter  calmly,  and  he  was  obliged  to  take  several  turns 
along  the  walk  before  he  could  recover  Us  composture  enough  to 
appear  in  the  breakfast-room,  where  he  found  his  sister  alone, 
d^Jing  her  letters  into  separate  packets  of  important  and  unim- 
portant. 

'  Good  morning,  Philip.  Dr.  Henley  is  obliged  to  go  to  Bram- 
shaw  tins  morning,  and  has  had  an  early  br^ikfast.  Have  you 
been  out  ?' 

*  Yes,  it  is  very  fine — I  mean  it  will  be— the  haze  is  clearing.' 
Margaret  saw  that  he  was  unusually  agitated,  and  not  by 

grief:  appHed  herself  to  tea-making,  and  hoped  his  walk  had 
given  him  an  appetite ;  but  there  seemed  little  chance  of  this^ 
so  long  were  his  pauses  between  each  morsel,  and  so  often  did  he 
lean  back  in  his  chair. 

'  I  am  going  to  leave  you  on — on  Friday,*  he  said,  at  length, 
abruptly. 

*  Oh,  are  you  going  to  Redelyffe  ?" 

*  No ;  to  HollyweU.  Lady  Morville  wishes  me  to  be  her  little 
girl's  sponsor ;  I  shall  go  to  London  on  Friday,  and  on,  the  next 
day.' 

*  1  am  glad  they  have  asked  yoiL  Does  she  write  herself? 
Is  she  pretty  well  r' 

*  Yes ;  she  is  to  go  down  stairs  in  a  day  or  two.' 

'  I  am  rejoiced  that  she  is  recovering  so  well.  Do  you  know 
whether  she  is  in  tolerable  spirits  P' 

*  She  writes  cheerfully.' 

'  How  many  years  is  it  since  I  saw  her  ?  She  was  quite  a 
child ;  but  very  sweet-tempered  and  attentive  to  poor  Charles,* 
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said  Mrs.  Henley,  feeling  most  amiably  disposed  towards  her 
future  sister-in-law. 

'  Just  so.  Her  gentleness  and  sweet  temper  were  always 
beautiful ;  and  she  has  shown  herself  under  her  trials  what  it 
would  be  presumptuous  to  praise.' 

Margaret  had  no  doubt  now,  and  thought  he  was  ready  for 
more  open  sympathy. 

*  You  must  let  me  congratulate  you  now  on  this  unexpected 
dawn  of  hope,  afber  your  long  trial,  my  dear  brother.  It  is  a 
sort  of-omconscious  encouragement  you  could  hardly  hope  for.' 

'  I  did  not  know  you  knew  anything  of  it,'  said  Philip. 

'  Ah !  my  dear  brother,  you  betrayed  yourself.  Tou  need  not 
be  disconcerted ;  only  a  sister  could  see  the  real  cause  of  your 
want  of  spirits.  Your  manner  at  each  mention  of  her,  your 
anxiety,  coupled  with  your  resolute  avoidance  of  her ' 

'  Of  whom  P  Do  you  know  what  you  are  talking  of,  sister !' 
said  Philip,  sternly. 

*  Of  An^bel,  of  course.' 

Philip  rose,  perfectly  awful  in  his  height  and  indignation. 

'Sister!'  he  said — ^paused,  and  began  again.  'I  have  been 
attached  to  Laura  Edmonstone  for  years  past,  and  Lady  Morville 
knows  it.' 

*  To  Laura  ?'  cried  Mrs.  Henley,  in  amaze.  *  Are  you  engaged  ?' 
and,  as  he  was  hardly  prepared  to  answer,  she  continued,  '  K  you 
have  not  gone  too  far  to  recede,  only  consider  before  you  take 
any  rash  step.  You  come  into  this  property  ^thout  ready 
money,  you  will  find  endless  claims,  and  if  you  marry  at  once, 
and  without  fortrme,  you  will  never  be  clear  from  difficulties.' 

'  I  have  considered,'  he  replied,  with  cold  loftiness  that  would 
have  silenced  any  one,  not  of  the  same  determined  mould. 

'  You  are  positively  committed,  then !'  she  said,  much  vexed. 
'  Oh,  Philip !  I  did  not  think  you  would  have  married  for  mere 
beauty.' 

'  I  can  hear  no  more  discussion  on  this  point,'  answered  Philip, 
in  the  serious,  calm  tone  that  showed  so  much  power  over  him- 
self and  every  one  else. 

It  put  Margaret  to  silence,  though  she  was  excessively  disap- 
pointed to  find  him  thus  involved  just  at  his  outset,  when  he 
might  have  married  so  much  more  advantageously.  She  was 
sorry,  too,  that  she  had  shown  her  opinion  so  plainly,  since  it  was 
to  be,  and  hurt  his  feelings  just  as  he  seemed  to  be  thawing. 
She  would  fain  have  learned  more ;  but  he  was  completely  shut 
up  within  himself,  and  never  ojjened  again  to  her.  She  had  never 
before  so  grated  on  every  delicate  feeling  in  his  mind ;  and  he 
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only  remained  at  her  house  hecause,  in^his  present  state  of  health, 
he  hardly  knew  where  to  bestow  himself  till  it  was  time  for  >itTT» 
to  go  to  Hollywell. 

He  went  to  call  on  Miss  Wellwood,  to  whom  his  name  wais  no 
slight  recommendation,  and  she  met  him  eagerly,  asking  after 
Lady  Mornlle,  who,  she  said,  had  twice  wiitteai  to  her  most 
kindly  abont  little  Marianne. 

It  was  a  very  pleasant  visit,  and  a  great  relief.  He  looked,  at 
the  plans,  heaid  the  fresh  arrangements,  admired,  was  interested, 
and  took  pleasure  in  having  something  to  tell  AmabeL  He  asked 
for  Marianne,  and  heard  that  she  was  one  of  the  best  of  children — 
amiable,  well-disposed,  only  almost  too  sensitive.  Miss  W^w^ood 
said  it  was  remarkable  how  deep  an  impression  Sir  Gkiy  had  made 
upon  her,  and  how  affectionately  she  remembered  his  kindness  r 
and  her  distress  at  hearing  of  his  death  had  been  far  beyond  ^rhat 
such  a  child  could  have  been  supposed  to  feel,  both  in  violence 
and  in  duration. 

Philip  asked  to  see  her,  knowing  it  would  please  Amabel,  and  in 
she  came — a  long,  thin,  nine-year  old  child,  just  grown  into  the 
encumbering  shyness,  that  is  by  no  means  one  of  the  graces  of  la 
vieillesse  de  Venfance. 

He  wished  to  be  kind  and  encouraging ;  but  melancholy,  added 
to  his  natural  stateliness,  made  him  very  formidable;  and  poor 
Marianne  was  capable  of  nothing  beyond  '  yes'  or  *  no.' 

He  told  her  he  was  going  to  see  Lady  Morville  and  her  little  girl, 
whereat  she  eagerly  raised  her  eyes,  then  shrank  in  a&ight  at  any* 
thing  so  tall,  and  so  imlike  Sir  €hiy.  He  said  the  baby  was  to 
be  christened  next  Sunday,  and  Miss  Wellwood  helped  him  out 
by  asking  the  name. 

'  Mary,'  he  said,  for  he  was  by  no  means  inclined  to  explain  the 
Verena,  though  he  knew  not  half  what  it  conveyed  to  Amabel. 

Lastly,  he  asked  if  Marianne  had  any  message;  when  she  hung 
down  her  head,  and  whispered  to  Miss  Wellwood,  what  proved  to 
be  *  My  love  to  dear  little  cousin  Mary.' 

He  promised  to  deliver  it,  and  departed,  wishing  he  oould 
more  easily  unbend. 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

Blest,  though  every  tear  that  faUs 
Doth  in  its  silence  of  past  sorrow  tell. 
And  makes  a  meeting  seem  most  like  a  dear  farewelL 

WOBDSWOBTH. 

ON  Saturday  afbemoon,  about  half-past  five,  Philip  Morville 
found  himself  driving  up  to  the  well-knovm  front-door  of 
Holljwell.  At  the  door  he  heard  that  everyone  was  out  excepting 
Lady  Morville,  who  never  came  down  till  the  evening,  save  for 
a  drive  in  the  carriage. 

He  entered  the  drawing-room,  and  gazed  on  the  scene  where 
he  had  spent  so  many  happy  hoursj  only  darkened  by  that  one 
evil  spot,  that  had  grown  till  it  not  only  poisoned  his  own  mind, 
but  cast  a  gloom  over  that  bright  home. 

All  was  as  usual.  Charles's  sofa,  little  table,  books,  and  ink- 
stand, the  work-boxes  on  the  table,  the  newspaper  in  Mr.  Edmon- 
stone's  old  folds.  Only  the  piano  was  closed,  and  an  accumula- 
tion of  books  on  the  hmge  told  how  long  it  had  been  so ;  and  the 
plants  in  the  bay  window  were  brown  and  dry,  not  as  when  they 
were  Amabel's  cherished  nurslings.  He  remembered  Amabel's 
laughing  face  and  abundant  curls,  when  she  carried  in  the  camellia, 
and  thought  how  little  he  guessed  then  that  he  should  be  the 
destroyer  of  the  happiness  of  her  young  life.  How  should  he 
meet  her — a  widow  in  her  father's  house — or  look  at  her  fatherless 
child  ?  He  wondered  how  he  had  borne  to  come  thither  at  all, 
and  shrank  at  the  thought  that  this  very  evening,  in  a  few  hours, 
he  must  see  her. 

The  outer  door  opened,  there  was  a  sofb  step,  and  Amabel 
stood  before  him,  pale,  quiet,  and  with  a  smile  of  welcome.  Her 
bands  of  hair  looked  glossy  under  her  widow's  cap,  and  the  deep 
black  of  her  dress  was  relieved  by  the  white  robes  of  the  babe 
that  lay  on  her  arm.  She  held  out  her  hand,  and  he  pressed  it 
in  silence. 

^  I  thought  you  would  like  just  to  see  baby,'  said  she,  in  a  voice 
something  like  apology. 

He  held  out  his  arms  to  take  it,  for  which  Amy  was  by  no 
means  prepared.  She  was  not  quite  happy  even  in  trusting  it  in 
her  sister's  argis,  and  she  supposed  he  had  never  before  touched 
an  infant.  But  that  was  all  nonsense,  and  she  would  not  vex 
him  with  showing  any  reluctance ;  so  she  laid  the  little  one  on 
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his  arm,  and  saw  his  great  hand  holding  it  most  carefully ;  but 
the  next  moment  he  turned  abruptly  from  her.  Poor  silly  little 
Amy,  her  heart  beat  not  a  little  till  he  turned  back,  restored  the 
babe,  and  while  he  walked  hastily  to  the  window,  she  saw  that 
two  large  tear-drops  had  fallen  on  the  white  folds  of  its  mantle. 
She  did  not  speak ;  she  guessed  how  much  he  must  feel  in  thus 
holding  Guy's  child,  and,  besides,  her  own  tears  would  now  flow 
so  easily  that  she  must  be  on  her  guard.  She  sat  down,  settled 
the  Httle  one  on  her  knee,  and  gave  him  time  to  recover  himself. 

Presently  he  came  and  stood  by  her,  saying,  in  a  most  decided 
tone,  *  Amabel,  you  must  let  me  do  this  child  justice.' 

She  looked  up,  wondering  what  he  could  mean. 

*  I  will  not  delay  in  taking  steps  for  restoring  her  inheritance,* 
said  he,  hoping  by  determination  to  overpower  Amabel,  and  make 
her  believe  it  a  settled  and  a  right  thing. 

*  0  Philip,  you  are  not  thinking  of  that  I' 

*  It  is  to  be  done.' 

^  You  would  not  be  so  unkind  to  this  poor  little  girV  said  Amy, 
with  a  persuasive  smile,  partaking  of  her  old  playfulness;  adding^ 
very  much  in  earnest,  *  Pray  put  it  out  of  your  head  directly,  for 
it  would  be  very  wrong.' 

The  nurse  knocked  at  the  door  to  fetch  the  baby,  as  Amabel 
had  desired.  When  this  interruption  was  over,  Philip  came  and 
sat  down  opposite  to  her,  and  began  with  his  most  decided 
manner: — 

*  You  must  listen  to  me,  Amy,  and  not  allow  any  scruples  to 
prevent  you  from  permitting  your  child  to  be  restored  to  hier  just 
rights.  You  must  see  that  the  estate  has  come  to  me  by  dream* 
stances  such  that  no  honest  man  can  be  justified  in.  retaining  it. 
The  entail  was  made  to  exclude  females,  only  because  of  the  old 
Lady  Granard.     It  is  your  duty  to  consent.' 

'The  property  has  always  gone  in  the  male  line,'  replied 
Amabel. 

'  There  never  was  such  a  state  of  things.  Old  Sir  Guy  could 
never  have  thought  of  entailing  it  away  from  his  own  descendant 
on  a  distant  cousin.  It  would  be  wrong  oC  me  to  proflt  by  these 
unforeseen  contingencies,  and  you  ought  not,  in  justice  to  your 
child,  to  object.' 

He  spoke  so  forcibly  and  decidedly  that  he  thought  he  must 
have  prevailed.  But  not  one  whit  convinced,  Amabel  answered, 
in  her  own  gentle  voice,  but  beginning  with  a  business-like  axgu* 
ment : — '  Such  a  possibility  was  contemplated.  It  was  all  pro- 
vided for  in  the  marriage  settlements.  Lideed,  I  am  afraid  that, 
as  it  is,  she  will  be  a  great  deal  too  rich.  Besides,  Philip,  I  am 
sore  this  is  exactly  what  Guy  would  have  chosen/  and  the  tears 


tHE  HEIB  OF  BEDCLYFFE.  467 

rose  in  ber  eyes.  *  The  first  thing  that  came  into  my  head  when 
8he  was  bom,  was,  that  it  was  just  what  he  wished,  that  I  should 
have  her  for  myself,  and  that  you  should  take  care  of  Beddyfie. 
I  am  certain  now  that  he  hoped  it  would  be  so.  I  know — indeed 
I  do— that  he  took  great  pleasure  in  thinking  of  its  being  in 
your  hands,  and  of  your  going  on  with  all  he  began.  You  can't 
have  forgotten  how  much  he  left  in  your  charge  P  If  you  were 
to  give  it  up,  it  would  be  against  his  desire;  and  with  that  know* 
ledge,  how  could  I  suffer  it  P  Then  think  what  a  misfortune  to 
her,  poor  little  thing,  to  be  a  great  heiress,  and  how  very  bad  for 
Bedclyffe  to  have  no  better  a  manager  than  me !  Oh,  Philip,  can 
you  not  see  it  is  best  as  it  is,  and  just  as  he  wished  P' 

He  almost  groaned — '  If  yon  could  guess  what  a  burden  it  is.' 
'Ah!  but  you  must  cany  it,  not  throw  it  down  on  such  hands 
as  mine  and  that  tiny  baby's,'  said  she,  smiling. 

*  It  would  have  been  the  same  if  it  had  been  a  boy.' 

*  Yes ;  then  I  must  have  done  the  best  I  could,  and  there  would 
have  been  an  end  to  look  to,  but  I  am  so  glad  to  be  spared. 
And  you  are  so  fit  for  it,  and  will  make  it  turn  to  so  much  use 
to  every  one.' 

'  I  don't  feel  as  if  I  should  ever  be  of  use  to  any  one,'  said 
Philip,  in  a  tone  of  complete  dejection. 

'  Your  head  is  aching.'    said  she,  kindly. 

'  It  always  does,  more  or  less,'  replied  he,  resting  it  on  his  hand. 

'  I  am  so  sorry.  Has  it  been  so  ever  since  you  were  ill  P  But 
you  are  better  P  You  look  better  than  when  I  saw  you  last.' 

'  I  am  better  on  the  whole,  but  I  doubt  whether  I  shall  ever 
be  as  strong  as  I  used  to  be.  That  ought  to  make  me  hesitate, 
even  if — '  then  came  a  pause,  while  he  put  his  hand  over  his  face, 
and  seemed  struggling  with  irrepressible  emotion ;  and  after  all 
he  was  obliged  to  take  two  walks  to  the  window  before  he  could 
recover  composure,  and  could  ask  in  a  voice  which  he  tried  to 
make  calm  and  steady,  though  his  £EU*e  was  deeply  flushed — 
*  Amy,  how  is  Laura  P* 

^  She  is  very  well,'  answered  Amabel.  '  Only  you  must  not  be 
taken  by  surprise  if  you  see  her  looking  thinner.' 

*  And  she  has  trusted — she  has  endtued  through  all  P'  said  he, 
with  inquiring  earnestness. 

'Oyesl' 

*  And  they— your  father  and  mother — can  forgive  P' 

*  They  do— they  have.  But,  Philip,  it  was  one  of  the  things 
I  came  down  to  say  to  you.  I  don't  think  you  must  expect 
papa  to  b^^  about  it  himself.  You  know  he  does  not  like 
awkwardness,  though  he  will  be  very  glad  when  once  it  is  done, 
and  ready  to  meet  you  half  way.'    He  did  noi  answer,  and  after 

h.h2 
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a  silence  Amabel  added,  '  Laura  is  out  of  doors.    She  aud  Char- 
lotte take  very  long  walks.' 

'  And  is  she  really  strong  and  well,  or  is  it  that  excited  over- 
doing of  employment  that  I  first  set  her  upon?'  he  asked, 
anxiously. 

^  She  is  perfectly  well,  and  to  be  busy  has  been  a  great  help  to 
her/  said  Amabel.  '  It  was  a  great  comfort  that  we  did  not 
know  how  ill  you  had  been  at  Cor^  till  the  worst  was  over. 
Eveleen  only  mentioned  it  when  you  were  better.  I  was  very 
anxious,  for  I  had  some  fears  from  the  note  that  you  sent  by 
Amaud.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  you  safe  here,  for  I  have  felt  all 
along  that  we  forsook  you ;  but  I  could  not  help  it.' 

*  I  am  very  glad  you  did  not  stay.  The  worst  of  all  would 
have  been  that  you  should  haye  run  any  risk.' 

'There  is  the  carriage,'  said  Amy.  'Mamma  and  Charlie 
have  been  to  Broadstone.  They  thought  they  might  meet  you 
by  the  late  train.' 

Philip's  colour  rose.  He  stood  up — sat  down;  then  rising 
once  more,  leant  on  the  mantelpiece,  scarcely  knowing  how  to 
face  either  of  them — ^his  aunt,  with  her  well-merited  displeasure, 
and  Charles,  who,  when  he  parted  with  him  had  accused  him 
so  justly — Charles,  who  had  seen  through  him  and  had  been 
treated  with  scorn. 

A  few  moments,  and  Charles  came  in,  leaning  on  his  mother. 
Thej  both  shook  hands,  exclaimed  at  finding  Amabel  down 
stairs,  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone  asked  after  Philip's  health  in  her 
would-be  cordial  manner.  The  two  ladies  then  went  upstairs 
together,  and  thus  ended  that  conference,  in  which  both  parties 
had  shown  rare  magnanimity,  of  which  they  were  perfectiy  un- 
conscious ;  and  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  part  of  all  was 
that  Philip  quietly  gave  up  the  great  renunciation  and  so-called 
sacrifice,  with  which  he  had  been  feeding  his  hopes,  at  the 
simple  bidding  of  the  gentle-spoken  Amabel — ^not  even  telling 
her  that  he  resigned  it.  He  kept  the  possessions  which  he 
abhorred,  and  gave  up  the  renunciation  he  had  longed  to  make ; 
and  in  this  lay  the  true  sacrifice,  the  greater  because  the  world 
would  think  him  the  gainer. 

When  the  mother  and  daughter  were  gone,  the  cousins  were 
silent,  Philip  resting  his  elbow  on  the  mantel-shelf  and  his 
head  on  his  hand,  and  Charles  sitting  at  the  end  of  the  sofi^ 
wanning  first  one  hand,  then  the  other,  while  he  looked  up 
to  the  altered  face,  and  perceived  in  it  grief  and  humiliation 
almost  as  plainly  as  illness.  His  keen  eyes  read  that  the  soitow 
was  indeed  more  deeply  rooted  than  he  had  hitherto  believed, 
and  that  Amabel's  pity  had  not  been  wasted ;  and  he  was  also 
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struck  by  the  cliange  from  the  great  personal  strezigth  that  used 
to  make  nothing  of  lifting  his  whole  weight. 

*  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  so  pulled  down,'  said  he.  *  We  must 
try  if  we  can  doctor  you  better  than  they  did  at  St.  Mildred's. 
Are  you  getting  on,  do  you  think  ?' 

He  had  hardly  ever  spoken  to  Philip,  so  entirely  without  either 
bitterness  or  sarcasm,  and  his  manner  hardly  seemed  like  that  of 
the  same  person. 

'  Thank  you,  I  am  growing  stronger ;  but  as  long  as  I  cannot 
get  rid  of  this  headache,  I  am  good  for  nothing.' 

'  You  have  had  a  long  speU  of  illness  indeed,'  said  Charles. 
'  You  can't  expect  to  shake  off  two  fevers  in  no  time.  Now  all 
the  anxiety  is  over,  you  will  brighten  like  this  house.' 

'  But  tell  me,  what  is  thought  of  Amabel  P  Is  she  as  well  as 
she  ought  to  be  ?' 

'  Yes,  quite,  they  say — ^has  recovered  her  strength  very  fast, 
and  is  in  just  the  right  sj^irits.  She  was  churched  yesterday, 
and  was  not  the  worse  for  it.  It  was  a  trial,  for  she  had  not 
been  to  East-hill  since — since  last  May.' 

'  It  is  a  blessing,  indeed,'  said  Philip,  earnestly. 

'  She  has  been  so  very  happy  vdth  the  baby,'  said  Charles. 
'  You  hear  what  its  name  is  to  be  P' 

*  Yes,  she  told  me  in  her  letter.' 

'  To  avoid  having  to  tell  you  here,  I  suppose.  Mary  is  for 
common  wear,  Yerena  is  for  ourselves.  She  asked  if  it  would  be 
too  foolish  to  g^ve  such  a  name,,  and  mamm^  said  the  only 
question  was,  whether  she  would  like  indifferent  people  to  aak 
the  reason  of  it.' 

Philip  lapsed  into  thought,  and  presently  said,  abruptly, 
'  When  last  we  parted  you  UAd  me  I  was  malignant.  You  were 
right.' 

'  Shake  hands !'  was  all  Charles's  reply,  and  no  more  was  said 
tin  Charles  rose,  saying  it  was  time  to  dress.  Philip  was  about 
to  help  him,  but  he  answered,  '  No,  thank  you,  I  am  above 
trusting  to  anything  but  my  own  crutches  now ;  I  am  proud  to 
show  you  what  feats  I  can  perform.' 

Charles  certainly  did  get  on  with  less  difficulty  than  heretofore, 
but  it  was  more  because  he  wanted  to  spare  Philip  fatigue  than 
because  he  disdained  assistance,  that  he  chose  to  go  alone. 
Moreover,  he  did  what  he  had  never  done  for  any  one  before — 
he  actually  hopped  the  whole  length  of  the  passage,  beyond  his 
own  door,  to  do  the  honours  of  Philip's  room,  and  took  a  degree 
of  pains  for  his  comfort  that  seemed  too  marvellous  to  be  true  in 
one  who  had  hitherto  only  lived  to  be  attended  on. 

By  the  time  he  had  settled  Philip,  the  rest  of  the  party  had 
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eome  home,  and  he  found  himself  wanted  in  the  dressing-room, 
to  help  his  mother  to  encourage  his  father  to  eater  on  ti^e  con- 
versation with  Philip  in  the  evening,  for  poor  Mr.  Edmonstone 
was  in  such  a  worry  and  perplexily,  that  the  whole  roace  till  the 
dinner-bell  rang  was  insufficient  to  console  him  in.    Lanra,  meaai* 
while,  was  with  Amabel,  who  was  trying  to  cheer  her  fluttering 
spirits  and  nerves,  which,  after  having  been  so  long  harassed, 
gave  way  entirely  at  the  moment  of  meeting  Philip  again.    Ho^nt 
would  he  regard  her  after  her  weakness  in  betraying  him  for 
want  of  self-command  P    Might  he  not  be  wishing  to  be  free  of 
one  who  had  so  disappointed  him,  and  only  persisting  in  the 
engagement  from  a  sense  of  honour!    The  confidence  in  his 
affection,  which  had  hitherto  sustained  her,  was  failing ;  and  not 
all  Amabel  could  say  would  reassure  her.    No  one  could  judge  of 
him  but  herself;  his  words  were  so  cautious,  and  he  had  so  much 
command  over  himself,  that  nobody  could  guess.    Of  course  he 
felt  bound  to  her ;  but  if  she  saw  one  trace  of  his  being  onlj 
influenced  by  honour  and  pity,  she  would  rdease  him,  and  he 
should  never  see  the  struggle. 

She  had  worked  herself  up  into  almost  a  certainty  that  so  it 
would  be,  and  Amabel  was  afindd  she  would  not  be  fit  to  go  down 
to  dinner ;  but  the  sound  of  the  bell,  and  the  necessity  of  moving, 
seemed  to  restore  the  habit  of  exteonal  composure  in  a  moment. 
She  settled  her  countenance,  and  left  the  room. 

Charlotte,  meantime,  had  been  dressing  alone,  and  raging 
against  Philip,  declaring  she  could  never  bear  to  speak  to  him, 
and  that  if  she  was  Amy  she  would  never  have  chosen  him  for  a 
godfather.  And  to  thmk  of  his  marrying  just  like  a  good  hero 
jn  a  book,  and  living  very  happy  ever  after !  To  be  sure  she  was 
sorry  for  poor  Laura ;  but  it  was  all  very  wrong,  and  now  they 
would  be  rewarded !  How  could  Charlie  be  so  provoking  as  to 
talk  about  his  sorrow !  She  hoped  he  was  sorry ;  and  as  to  his 
illness,  it  served  him  right. 

All  this  Charlotte  communicated  to  Bustle ;  but  Bustle  had 
heard  some  mysterious  noise,  and  insisted  on  going  to  investigate 
the  cause;  and  Charlotte,  finding  her  own  domain  dark  and 
cold,  and  private  conferences  going  on  in  Amabel's  apartment 
and  the  dressing-room,  was  fam  to  follow  him  down  stairs,  as 
soon  as  her  toilet  was  complete,  only  hoping  Philip  would  keep 
out  of  the  wav. 

But,  behold,  there  he  was ;  and  even  Bustle  was  propitiated, 
for  she  found  him,  his  nose  on  Philip's  knee,  looking  up  in  his 
face,  and  wagging  his  tail,  while  Phuip  stroked  and  patted  him» 
and  could  hardly  bear  the  appealing  expression  of  the  eyes,  that^ 
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always  wistful,  now  seemed  to  every  one  to  be  looking  for  his 
master. 

To  see  tlus  attention  to  Bustle  won  Charlotte  over  in  a 
moment.  '  How  are  you,  Philip  ?  Oood  dog,  dear  old  Bustle !' 
came  in  a  breath,  and  they  were  both  making  much  of  the  dog, 
when  she  amicably  asked  if  he  had  seen  the  baby,  and  became 
eager  in  teUing  about  the  christening. 

The  dinner-bell  brought  every  one  down  but  Amabel.  The 
trembling  hands  of  Philip  and  Laura  met  for  a  moment,  and 
they  were  in  the  dining-room. 

Diligently  and  dutifully  did  Charles  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
keep  up  the  conversation ;  the  latter  about  her  shopping,  the 
former  about  the  acquaintances  who  had  come  to  speak  to 
him  as  he  sat  in  the  carriage.  As  soon  as  possible,  Mrs.  Ed- 
monstone left  the  dining-room,  then  Laura  flew  up  again  to  the 
dressing-room,  sank  down  on  a  footstool  by  Amabers  side,  and 
exclaiimng,  *  O  Amy,  he  is  looking  so  ill !'  burst  into  &  flood 
of  tears. 

The  change  had  been  a  shock  for  which  Laura  had  not  been 
prepared,  ^^y,  who  had  seen  him  look  so  much  worse,  had  not 
thought  of  it,  and  it  overcame  Laura  more  than  aU  her  anxieties, 
lest  his  love  should  be  forfeited.  She  sobbed  inconsolably  over 
the  alteration ;  and  it  was  long  before  Amabel  could  get  her  to 
hear  that  his  face  was  much  less  thin  now,  and  tlmt  he  was 
altogether  much  stronger ;  it  was  fatigue  and  anxieiy  to-night, 
and  to-moTTow  he  would  be  better.  Laura  proceeded  to  brood 
over  her  belief  that  his  altered  demeanour,  his  settled  melancholy, 
his  not  seeking  her  eye,  his  cold  shake  of  the  hand,  all  arose  fixmi 
the  diminution  of  his  love,  and  his  disUke  to  be  encumbered  with 
a  weak,  foolish  wife,  with  whom  he  had  entangled  himself  when 
he  deemed  her  worthy  of  him.  She  dwelt  on  all  this  in  silence, 
as  she  sat  at  her  sister's  feet,  and  Amy  left  her  to  think,  only 
now  and  then  giving  some  caress  to  her  hair  or  cheek,  and  at 
each  touch  the  desolate  waste  of  life  that  poor  Laiura  was  unfolding 
before  herself  was  rendered  less  dreary  by  the  thought,  '  I  have 
my  sister  still,  and  she  knows  sorrow  too.'  Then  she  half  envied 
Amy,  who  had  lost  her  dearest  by  death,  and  held  his  heart  fast 
to  the  last ;  not,  like  herself,  doomed  to  see  the  love  decay  for 
which  she  had  endured  so  long^-^ecay  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  suspense  was  over. 

Laura  might  justly  have  envied  Amabel,  though  for  another 
reason ;  it  was  because  in  her  cup  there  was  no  poison  of  her 
own  infusing. 

There  she  stayed  till  Charlotte  came  to  summon  her  to  tea,  say- 
ing the  gentlemen,  except  Charles,  were  still  in  the  dining-room. 
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They  had  remained  sitting  over  the  fire  for  a  considerable 
space,  waiting  for  each  other  to  begin,  Mr.  Edmonstone  irresohite, 
Philip  striving  to  master  his  feelings,  and  to  prevent  increasing 
pain  and  confusion  from  making  hmi  forget  what  he  intended  to 
saj.  At  kst,  Mr.  Edmonstone  started  up,  pulled  out  his  keys^ 
took  a  candle,  and  said,  '  Come  to  the  study — I'll  give  yoa  the 
Bedclyffe  papers.' 

'  Thank  you,'  said  Philip,  also  rising,  but  only  because  "he  could 
not  sit  while  his  uncle  stood.  '  Not  to-night,  if  you  please.  1 
could  not  attend  to  them.' 

'What,  your  head?    Eh?' 

'  Partly.  Besides,  there  is  another  subject  on  which  I  hope 
you  will  set  me  at  rest  before  I  can  enter  on  any  other.' 

'  Yes — ^yes — I  know,'  said  Mr.  Edmonstone,  moving  uneasily. 

'  I  am  perfectly  conscious  how  deeply  I  have  offended.* 

Mr.  Edmonstone  could  not  endure  the  apology. 

'  Well,  well,'  he  broke  in  nervously,  '  I  know  all  that,  and  it 
can't  be  helped.  Say  no  more  about  it.  Yoimg  people  will  be 
foolish,  and  I  have  been  young  and  in  love  myself.' 

That  Captain  Morville  should  live  to  be  thankful  for  being 
forgiven  in  consideration  of  Mr.  Edmonstone's  having  been 
young! 

'May  I  then  consider  myself  as  pardoned,  and  as  having 
obtained  your  sanction  ?' 

'  Yes,  yes,  yes ;  and  I  hope  it  will  cheer  poor  Laura  up  again 
a  little.  Four  years  has  it  gone  on?  Constancy,  indeed!  and 
it  is  time  it  should  be  rewarded.  We  little  thought  what  you 
were  up  to,  so  grave  and  demurs  as  you  both  were.  So  yoa 
won't  have  the  papers  to-night  ?  I  can't  say  you  do  look  fit  for 
business.    Perhaps  Laura  may  suit  you  better--eh,  Philip  ?' 

Love-making  was  such  a  charming  sight  to  Mr.  Edmonstone, 
that  having  once  be^un  to  look  on  Philip  and  Laura  as  a  pair  of 
lovers,  he  could  not  help  being  delighted,  and  forgetting,  as  well 
as  forgiving,  all  that  had  been  wrong. 

They  did  not,  however,  exactly  answer  his  ideas ;  Laura  did 
not  once  look  up,  and  Philip,  instead  of  going  boldly  to  take  the 
place  next  her,  sat  down,  holding  his  hand  to  his  forehead,  as  if 
too  much  overpowered  by  indisposition  to  think  of  anything  else. 
Such  was  in  great  measure  the  case ;  he  was  very  much  fatigued 
with  the  journey,  and  these  different  agitating  scenes  had 
increased  the  pain  in  his  head  to  a  violent  degree;  besides  which, 
feeling  that  his  aunt  still  regarded  him  as  she  did  at  Becoara, 
he  could  not  bear  to  nmke  any  demonstration  towards  Laura 
before  her,  lest  she  might  think  it  a  sort  of  triumphant  dis- 
regard of  her  just  displeasure. 
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Poor  Laura  saw  in  it  both  severe  suffering  and  dislike  to  her ; 
and  the  more  she  understood  from  her  father's  manner  what  had 
passed  in  the  other  room,  the  more  she  honoured  him  for  the 
sacrifice  he  was  making  of  himself. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  waited  on  the  headache  with  painfiil  atten- 
tion, but  they  all  felt  that  the  only  thing  to  be  done  for  the  two 
poor  things  was  to  let  them  come  to  an  explanation ;  so  Char- 
lotte was  sent  to  bed,  her  mother  went  up  to  Amy,  Charles 
carried  off  his  father  to  the  study,  and  they  found  themselves 
alone. 

Laura  held  down  her  face,  and  stru£;gled  to  make  her  palpi- 
tatii^  heart  and  dry  tongue  suffer  her  to  begin  the  words  to 
which  she  had  wound  herself  up.  Philip  raised  his  hands  from 
his  eyes  as  the  door  shut,  then  rose  up,  and  fixed  them  on  Laura. 
She,  too,  looked  up,  as  if  to  begin ;  their  eyes  met,  and  they 
understood  all.  He  stepped  towards  her,  and  held  out  his  hands. 
The  next  moment  both  hers  were  clasped  in  his — ^he  had  bent 
down  and  kissed  her  brow. 

No  words  of  explanation  passed  between  them.  Laura  knew 
he  was  her  own,  and  needed  no  assurance  that  her  misgivings 
had  been  vain.  There  was  a  start  of  extreme  joy,  such  as  she 
had  known  twice  before,  but  it  could  be  only  for  a  moment  while 
he  looked  so  wretchedly  unwell.  It  did  but  give  her  the  right 
to  attend  to  him.  The  first  thing  she  said  was  to  beg  him  to 
lie  down  on  the  sofa ;  her  only  care  was  to  make  him  comfort- 
able with  cushions,  and  he  was  too  entirely  worn  out  to  pay  any- 
thing he  had  intended,  capable  only  of  giving  himself  up  to  the 
repose  of  knowing  her  entirely  his  own,  and  of  having  her  to 
take  care  of  him.  There  he  lay  on  the  sofa,  with  his  eyes  shut, 
and  Laura's  hand  in  his,  while  she  sat  beside  him,  neither  of 
them  speaking;  and,  excepting  that  she  withdrew  her  hand, 
neither  moved  when  the  others  returned. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  compassionated  him,  and  showed  a  great 
deal  of  solicitude  about  him,  trying  hard  to  regard  him  as  she 
used  to  do,  yet  imable  to  bring  back  the  feeling,  and  therefore, 
do  what  she  would,  failing  to  wear  its  semblance. 

Laura,  sad,  anxious,  and  restless,  had  no  relief  tiU  she  went  to 
wish  her  sister  good-night.  Amabel,  who  was  already  in  bed, 
stretched  out  her  hand  with  a  sweet  look,  beaming  with  affection 
and  congratulation. 

'You  don't  want  to  be  convinced  now  that  all  is  right!' 
said  she. 

'  His  head  is  so  dreadfully  bad  !*  said  Laura. 

'  Ah !  it  will  get  better  now  hb  mind  is  at  rest.' 

'If  it  will  but  do  so!' 
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*'  And  you  know  you  must  be  hi^py  to-morrow,  because   of 
baby.' 

'  My  dear,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  coming  in, '  I  am  sony  to 
prevent  yonr  talk,  but  Amy  must  not  be  kept  awake.  She  most 
keep  her  strength  for  to-morrow.' 

'Good-night,  then,  dear,  dear  Laura.  I  am  so  gbid  your 
trouble  is  over,  and  you  have  him  again !'  whispered  Amabel^ 
with  her  parting  kiss;  and  Laura  went  away,  better  able  to 
hope,  to  (vay,  and  to  rest,  than  she  could  have  thought  possible 
when  she  left  the  drawing-room. 

'  Poor  dear  Laura,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  sighing ;  *  I  hope 
he  will  soon  be  better.' 

'  Has  it  been  very  uncomfortable  P' 

'  I  can't  8AJ  much  for  it,  my  dear.  He  was  suffering  terribly 
with  his  heaJ,  so  that  I  should  have  been  quite  alarmed  if  he 
had  not  said  it  was  apt  to  get  worse  in  the  evening ;  and  she, 
poor  thing,  was  only  watching  him.  However,  it  is  a  comfort 
to  have  matters  settled ;  and  papa  and  Charlie  are  well  pleased 
with  him.  But  I  must  not  keep  you  awake  after  driving 
Laura  away.  You  are  not  over-tired  to-night,  I  hope,  my 
dearP' 

'  Oh,  no ;  only  sleepy.     Good-night,  dearest  mamma.' 

*  Gk>od-night,  my  own  Amy ;'  then,  as  Amy  put  bock  the 
coverings  to  show  the  little  face  nestled  to  sleep  on  her  bosom, 
'good-night,  you  little  darling!  don't  disturb  your  mamma 
How  comfortable  you  look !     GK)od-night,  my  dearest !' 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  looked  for  a  moment,  while  trying  to  check 
the  tears  that  came  at  the  thought  of  the  night,  one  brief  year 
ago,  when  she  left  Amy  sleeping  in  the  light  of  the  Easter  moon. 
1^  the  sense  of  peace  and  serenity  that  had  then  given  espedal 
loveliness  to  the  maiden's  chamber  on  that  night,  was  there  still 
with  the  young  widow.  It  was  dim  lamplight  now  that  beamed 
on  the  portrait  of  her  husband,  casting  on  it  the  shade  of  the 
little  wooden  cross  in  front,  while  she  was  shaded  by  the  white 
curtaiiis  drawn  from  her  bed  round  the  infant's  little  cot,  so  as 
to  shut  them  both  into  the  quiet  twilight,  where  she  lay  with 
an  expression  of  countenance  that,  though  it  was  not  sorrow, 
made  Mrs.  Edmonstone  more  ready  to  weep  than  if  it  had  been ; 
so  with  her  last  good-night  she  left  her. 

And  Amabel  always  uked  to  be  shut  in  by  herself,  dearly  as 
she  loved  them  all,  and  mamma  especially;  there  was  always 
something  pleasant  in  being  able  to  return  to  her  own  world, 
to  rest  in  the  thoughts  of  her  husband,  and  in  the  possession 
of  the  little  unconscious  creature  that  had  come  to  inhabit  that 
inner  world  of  hers,  the  creature  that  was  only  his  and  hers. 
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She  had  from  the  first  always  felt  herself  less  lonely  when 
quite  alone,  before  with  his  papers,  and  now  with  his  child ;  and 
could  Mrs.  Edmonstone  have  seen  her  face,  she  would  have  wept 
and  wondered  more,  as  Amy  fondled  and  hushed  her  babe,  whis- 
pering to  it  fond  words  which  she  could  never  have  uttered  in 
the  presence  of  any  one  who  could  understand  them,  and  which 
had  much  of  her  extreme  youthfulness  in  them.  Not  one  was 
BO  often  repeated  or  so  endearing  as  *  Guy's  baby !  Guy's  own 
dear  httle  girl !'  It  did  not  mean  half  so  much  when  she  called 
it  her  baby ;  and  she  loved  to  tell  the  little  one  that  her  father 
had  been  the  best  and  the  dearest,  but  he  was  gone  away,  and 
would  she  be  contented  to  be  loving  and  good  with  only  her 
mother  to  take  care  of  her,  and  tell  her,  as  well  as  she  could, 
what  a  fiather  hers  was,  when  she  wu  old  enough  to  know  about 
him? 

To-night,  Amy  told  her  much  in  that  soft,  solemn,  murmuring 
tone,  about  what  was  to  befall  her  to-morrow,  and  the  great 
blessings  to  be  given  to  her,  and  how  the  poor  httle  fatherless 
one  would  be  embraced  in  the  arms  of  His  mercy,  and  received 
by  her  great  Father  in  heaven : — '  Ay,  and  brought  nearer  to 
your  own  papa,  and  know  him  in  some  inner  way,  and  he  will 
know  his  Httle  child  then,  for  you  will  be  as  good  and  pure  and 
bright  as  he,  and  you  will  belong  to  the  great  communion  of 
saints  to-morrow,  you  precious  little  one,  and  be  so  much  nearer 
to  him  as  you  will  be  so  much  better  than  I.  Oh !  baby,  if  we 
can  but  both  endure  to  the  end !' 

With  such  half-uttered  words,  Amabel  MorviUe  slept  the  night 
before  her  babe's  christening. 


CHAPTER  XLI. 

A  stranger's  roof  to  hold  thy  head, 

A  stranger's  foot  thy  grave  to  tread ; 

Desert  and  rock,  and  Alp  and  sea. 

Spreading  between  thy  home  and  thee.— Siwbll. 

MARY  ROSS  was  eager  for  the  first  report  from  HoUywell 
the  next  morning,  and  had  some  difficulty  in  keeping  her 
attention  fixed  on  her  dass  at  school.  Laura  and  Charlotte  came 
in  together  in  due  time,  and  satisfied  her  so  far  as  to  tell  her 
that  Amy  was  very  well. 

*  Is  Captain  Morville  come  ?'  thought  Mary.  *  No,  I  cannot 
guess  by  Laura's  impressive  face.  Never  mind,  Charles  will  tell 
me  all  between. services.' 
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The  fiivt  thing  she  saw  on  coming  oat  of  school  was  the  poor 
carriage,  with  Charles  and  Ci^tain  Morrille  himself.  Chariottie, 
who  was  all  excitement,  had  time  to  say,  while  her  sister  w^aa 
out  of  hearing, — 

'  It  is  all  made  op  now,  Marr,  and  I  really  am  yery  80x17-  for 
Philip.* 

It  was  fortunate  that  Mary  nnderstood  the  amiable  XDeanin^ 
this  speech  was  intended  to  convey,  and  she  began  to  enter  into 
its  gnnmds  in  the  short  conference  after  chmich,  when  she  amm 
the  alteration  in  the  whole  expression  of  oomitenance. 

'  Yes,'  said  Charles,  who  as  nsoal  remained  at  the  vican^ 
during  the  two  services,  and  who  perceived  what  passed  in  her 
mind, '  if  it  is  any  satis&ction  to  yon  to  have  a  good  opinion  of 
your  fellow-nwnsor,  I  assmre  you  that  I  am  converted  to  Amy's 
opinion.  I  do  believe  the  black  dog  is  off  his  back  for  good 
andalL' 

*  I  never  saw  any  one  more  changed,*  said  Mary. 

*  Regularly  tamed,'  said  Charles.  '  He  is  something  more  like 
his  old  self  to-day  than  last  night,  and  yet  not  much.  He  was 
perfectly  overpowered  then — so  knocked  up  that  there  was  no 
judging  of  him.  To-day  he  has  all  his  sedateness  and  scrupnloos 
att^tion,  but  all  like  a  shadow  of  former  time — not  a  morsel  of 
sententiousness,  and  seeming  positively  grateful  to  be  treated  in 
the  old  £uhion.' 

'  He  looks  very  thin  and  pale.   Do  you  think  him  recovered  P* 

'A  good  way  from  it,'  said  Charles.  'He  is  pretty  wdl 
to-day,  comparatively,  though  that  obstinate  headache  hangs 
about  him.  If  this  change  last  longer  than  that  and  his  whits 
looks,  I  shall  not  even  grudge  Imn  the  sponsorship  Amy 
owed  me.* 

'  Very  magnanimous  V  said  Mary.  '  Poor  Laura!  I  am  glad 
her  suspense  is  over/    I  wondered  to  see  her  at  school.' 

'  They  are  very  sad  and  sober  lovers,  and  it  is  the  best  way  of 

not  making  themselves  unbearable,  considering ^Well,  that 

was  a  different  matter.  How  little  we  should  have  believed  it, 
if  any  one  had  told  us  last  year  what  would  be  the  state  of 
afiOurs  to-day.   By-the-bye,  Amy's  godson  is  christened  to-day.' 

'Who?' 

'Didn't  you  hear  that  the  Ashfords  managed  to  get  Amy 
asked  if  she  would  dislike  their  calling  their  boy  by  that  name 
we  shall  never  hear  again,  and  she  was  very  much  pleased,  and 
made  offer  in  her  own  pretty  way  to  be  godmother.  I  wonder 
how  Markham  endures  it !  I  believe  he  is  nearly  crazy.  ^He 
wrote  me  word  he  should  certainly  have  given  upall  concern 
with  Beddyffe,  but  for  the  especial  desire  of .    What  a  state 
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of  mind  he  will  be  in,  when  he  remembers  how  he  has  been 
abusing  the  captain  to  me !' 

The  afternoon  was  fresh  and  clear,  and  there  was  a  spring 
brightness  in  the  smishine  that  Amabel  took  as  a  greeting  to 
her  little  maiden,  as  she  wu  carried  along  the  churchyard  path. 
Many  an  eye  was  bent  on  the  mother  and  child,  especially  on 
the  slight  form,  imseen  since  she  had  last  walked  down  the  aisle, 
her  arm  linked  in  her  bridegroom's. 

'Little  Amy  Edmonstone,'  as  they  had  scarcely  learnt  to 
cease  from  callii^  her,  before  she  was  among  them  again,  the 
widowed  Lady  Morville ;  and  with  those  kind  looks  of  compas- 
sion for  her,  were  joined  many  affectionate  mouminff  thoughts 
of  the  young  husband  and  father,  lying  far  away  in  his  'foreign 
grave,  and  endeared  by  kindly  remembrances  to  almost  all 
present.  There  was  much  of  pity  for  his  unconscious  infant, 
and  tears  were  shed  at  the  thought  of  what  the  wife  must  be 
suffering ;  but  if  the  face  could  have  been  seen  beneath  the  thick 
crape  folds  of  her  veil,  it  would  have  shown  no  tears — only  a 
sweet,  calm  look  of  peace,  and  almost  gladness. 

The  babe  was  on  her  knees  when  the  time  for  the  christening 
came ;  she  was  awake,  and  now  and  then  making  a  little  sound, 
and  as  she  was  quieter  with  her  than  any  one  else,  Amabel 
thought  she  might  herself  carry  her  to  the  font. 

It  was  deep,  ^ve  happiness  to  stand  there,  with  her  child  in 
her  arms,  and  with  an  imdefined  sense  that  she  was  not  alone,  as 
if  in  some  manner  her  husband  was  present  with  her ;  praying 
with  her  prayers,  and  joining  in  offering  up  their  treasure ;  when 
the  babe  was  received  into  Mr.  Boss's  arms,  and  Amy,  putting 
back  her  veil,  gazed  up  with  a  wistful  but  serene  look. 

*  To  her  life's  end  ?*  Therewith  came  a  vision  of  the  sunrise 
at  Becoara,  and  the  more  glorious  dawn  that  had  shone  in  Ghiy's 
dying  smile,  and  Amabel  knew  what  would  be  her  best  prayer 
for  his  little  Mary  Yerena,  as  she  took  her  back,  the  drops  glis- 
tening on  her  brow,  her  eyes  open,  and  arms  outspread.  It  was 
at  that  moment  that  Amabel  was  first  thrilled  with  a  look  in  her 
child  that  was  like  its  father.  She  had  earnestly  and  often 
sought  a  resemblance  without  being  able  honestly  to  own  that 
she  perceived  any ;  but  now,  though  she  knew  not  in  what  it 
consisted,  there  was  something  in  that  baby  fiace  that  recalled 
him  more  vividly  than  picture  or  memoiy. 

*  Lord,  now  lettest  Thou  Thy  servant  depart  in  peace.* 
Those  words  seemed  to  come  from  her  own  heart.    She  had 

brought  Guy's  daughter  to  be  baptized,  and  completed  his  work 
of  pardon,  and  she  had  a  yearning  to  be  departing  in  peace, 
whither  her  sunshine  was  gone.    But  he  had  told  her  not  to  wish 
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that  his  child  should  be  motherless ;  she  had  to  tmn  her  to  he 
fit  to  meet  him.  The  simshine  was  past,  but  she  had  plenty  to 
do  in  the  shade,  and  it  was  for  his  sake.  She  would,  therefore, 
be  content  to  remain  to  fulfil  her  duties  among  the  dear  ones  to 
whom  he  had  trusted  her  for  comfort,  and  with  the  sense  of 
renewed  communion  with  him  that  she  had  found  in  returning 
again  to  church. 

So  felt  Amabel,  as  she  entered  into  the  calm  that  followed  the 
one  year  in  which  she  had  passed  through  the  great  events  of 
life,  and  known  the  chief  joy  and  deepest  grief  that  she  could 
ever  experience. 

It  was  far  otherwise  with  her  sister.  Laura's  term  of  trouble 
seemed  to  be  ending,  and  the  spring  of  life  beginning  to  dawn  on 
her. 

Doubt  and  fear  were  past ;  she  and  Philip  were  secure  of  each 
other,  he  was  pardoned,  and  they  could  be  together  without  ap- 
prehension, or  playing  tricks  with  their  consciences ;  but  she  had 
as  yet  scarcely  been  able  to  spend  any  time  with  him;  and 'as 
Charles  said,  their  ways  were  far  more  grave  and  less  lover-like 
than  would  have  seemed  natural  afber  their  long  separation. 

In  truth,  romantic  and  uncalculating  as  their  attachment  was, 
they  never  had  been  lover-like.  They  had  never  had  any  fears  or 
doubts ;  her  surrender  of  her  soul  had  been  total,  and  every 
thought,  feeling,  and  judgment  had  taken  its  colour  from  him  as 
entirely  as  if  she  had  been  a  wife  of  many  years'  standing.  She 
never  opened  her  mind  to  perceive  that  he  had  led  her  to  act 
wrongly,  and  all  her  unhappmess  had  been  from  anxiety  for  him, 
not  repentance  on  her  own  account ;  for  so  complete  was  her 
idolatry,  that  she  entirely  overlooked  her  failure  in  duty  to  her 
parents. 

It  took  her  by  surprise  when,  as  they  set  out  together  that 
evening  to  walk  home  from  East-hill,  he  said,  as  soon  as  they 
were  apart  from  the  village — 

•  Laura,  you  have  more  to  forgive  than  all.' 

*  Don't  speak  so,  Philip,  pray  don't.  Do  you  think  I  would 
nof  have  borne  far  more  imhappiness  willingly  for  yoiu"  sake  ? 
Is  it  not  all  forgotten  as  if  it  had  not  been  P' 

'  It  is  not  unhappiness  I  meant,'  he  replied,  ^  though  I  cannot 
bear  to  think  of  what  you  have  undergone.  Unhappiness  enough 
have  I  caused  indeed.  But  I  meant,  that  you  have  to  forgive 
the  advantage  I  took  of  your  reliance  on  me  to  lead  you  into 
error,  when  you  were  too  yotmg  to  know  what  it  amounted  to.' 

'  It  was  not  an  engagement,'  faltered  Laura. 

'  Laura,  don't,  for  mercy's  sake,  recall  my  own  hateful  sophis- 
tries,' exclaimed  Phihp,  as  if  unable  to  control  the  pain  it  gare 


THE  HEIB  OF  REDCLYFFJS.  479 

him ;  '  I  have  had  enough  of  that  from  my  sister ;'  then  soften- 
ing instantly :  '  it  was  self-deceit ;  a  deception  first  of  myself, 
then  of  you.  Tou  had  not  experience  enough  to  know  whither 
I  was  leading  you,  till  I  had  involved  you ;  and  when  the  sight 
of  death  showed  me  the  fallacy  of  the  salve  to  my  conscience,  I 
had  nothing  for  it  hut  to  confess,  and  leave  you  to  hear  the  con- 
sequences. O  Laura !  when  I  think  of  my  conduct  towards  you, 
it  seems  even  worse  than  that  towards — ^towards  your  hrother- 
in-law !' 

His  low,  stem  tone  of  hitter  suffering  and  self-reproach  was 
something  new  and  frightful  to  Laura.  She  clung  to  his  arm 
and  tried  to  say — '  O,  don't  speak  in  that  way  I  You  know  you 
meant  the  hest.    You  could  not  help  heing  mistaken.' 

'  If  I  did  know  any  such  thing,  Laura !  hut  the  misery  of  per- 
ceiving that  my  imagined  anxiety  for  his  good, — ^his  good,  indeed ! 
was  hut  a  cloak  for  my  personal  enmity — you  can  little  guess  it.' 

Laura  tried  to  say  that  appearances  were  against  Ghiy,  hut  he 
would  not  hear. 

*  If  they  were,  I  triumphed  in  them.  I  see  now  that  a  shade 
of  honest  desire  to  see  him  exculpated  would  have  enabled  me  to 
find  the  clue.  If  I  had  gone  to  St.  Mildred's  at  once — ^interro- 
gated him  as  a  friend — seen  Wellwood — ^but  dwelling  on  the  ^ 

'  of  the  last  two  years  can  bring  nothing  but  distraction,'  he  added, 
pausing  suddenly. 

*  And  remember,'  said  Laura, '  that  dear  Guy  himself  was 
always  gratefal  to  you.  He  always  upheld  that  you  acted  for 
his  good.  Oh !  the  way  he  took  it  was  the  one  comfort  I  had 
last  year.' 

'  The  acutest  sting,  and  yet  the  only  balm,'  murmured  Philip; 
'see,  Laura,'  and  he  opened  the  first  leaf  of  Guy's  prayer-book, 
which  he  had  been  using  at  the  christening. 

A  whispered  '  Dear  Guy  1'  was  the  best  answer  she  could  make, 
and  the  tears  were  in  her  eyes.  '  He  was  so  very  kind  to  me, 
when  he  saw  me  that  unhappy  wedding-day.' 

'  Did  Amy  tell  you  his  last  words  to  me  P' 

*  No,'  said  Laura. 

'  God  bless  you  and  my  sister!'  he  repeated,  so  low  that  she 
eould  hardly  hear. 

'Amy  left  that  for  you  to  tell,' said  Laura,  as  her  tears  streamed 
fast.     '  How  can  we  speak  of  her,  Philip  P' 

*  Only  as  an  ansel  of  pardon  and  peace !'  he  answered. 

, '  I  don't  know^ow  to  tell  you  of  all  her  kindness,'  said  Laura ; 
'  half  the  bitterness  of  it  seemed  to  be  over  when  once  she  was 
in  the  house  again,  and,  all  the  winter,  going  into  her  room  was 
like  going  into  some  peaceful  place  where  one  must  find  comfort.' 
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' '  Spirits  of  peace,  where  are  ye  !*  I  could  have  said,  ^wYxen 
saw  her  drive  away  at  Becoara,  and  carry  all  good  angels  iivditi 
her,  except  those  that  could  not  but  hover  round  that  g;rELve.' 

*  How  very  sad  it  must  have  been !    Did ' 

'Don't  speak  of  it;  don't  ask  me  of  it,'  said  .Philip,  liauBtily 
'  There  is  nothing  in  my  mind  but  a  tumult  of  horror  and  dark- 
ness that  it  is  madness  to  remember.  Tell  me  of  yourself — tell 
me  that  you  have  not  been  hurt  by  all  that  I  have  brougpht  on 
you.' 

'  Oh,  no !'  said  Laura ;   'besides,  that  is  all  at  an  end.' 

'  At  an  end !  Laura,  I  fear  in  joining  your  fate  to  mine,  yon 
will  find  care  and  grief  by  no  means  at  an  end.     You  mnst  be 
content  to  marry  a  saddened,  remorseful  man,  broken  down  in 
health  and  spirits,  his  whole  life  embittered  by  that  fatal  remem- 
brance, forced  to  endure  an  inheritance  that  seems  to  have  come 
like  the  prosperity  of  the  wicked.    Yet  you  are  ready  to  take  all 
this  ?    Then  Laura,  that  precious,  most  precious  love,  that  has 
endured  through  all,  will  he  the  one  drop  of  comfort  through  the 
rest  of  my  life.' 

She  could  but  hear  such  words  with  thrills  of  rgoidng  affec- 
tion ;  and  on  they  walked,  Laura  trembling  and  struck  with 
sorrow  at  the  depth  of  repentance  he  now  and  then  disclosed, 
though  not  in  the  least  able  to  fathom  it,  thinking  it  all  his 
nobleness  of  mind,  justifying  him  to  herself,  idolizing  him  too 
much  to  own  he  haa  ever  been  wrong ;  yet  the  innate  power  of 
tact  and  sympathy  teaching  her  no  longer  to  combat  his  self- 
reproaches,  and  repeat  his  former  excuses,  but  rather  to  say  some- 
thmg  soothing  and  caressing,  or  put  in  some  note  of  thankAilness 
and  admiration  of  Amy  and  €hiy.    This  was  the  best  thing  she 
could  do  for  him,  as  she  was  not  capable,  like  Amy,  of  acknow- 
ledging that  his  repentance  was  well-foimded.    She  was  a  nurse, 
not  a  physician,  to  the  wounded  spirit ;  but  a  very  good  and 
gentle  nurse  she  was,  and  the  thorough  enjoyment  of  her  affection 
and  sympathy,  the  opening  into  confidence,  and  the  freedom  firom 
doubt  and  suspense,  were  comforts  that  were  doing  him  good 
every  hour. 

The  christening  party  consisted  only  of  the  Bosses,  and  Dr. 
Mayeme,  who  had  joined  them  at  East-hill  church,  an8  walked 
home  with  Mr.  Edmonstone.  They  could  not  have  been  without 
him,  so  grateful  were  they  for  his  kindness  all  through  their 
anxious  winter,  and  Mr.  Edmonstone  was  well  pleased  to  tell  him 
on  the  way  home  that  they  might  look  to  having  a  wedding  in 
the  family ;  it  had  been  a  very  long  attachment,  constancy  as 
good  as  a  story,  and  he  could  all  along  have  told  what  was  the 
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matter,  when  TnamTna  was  calling  in  the  doctor  to  account  for 
Laura's  looking  pale. 

The  doctor  was  not  surprised  at  the  news,  for  perhaps  he,  too, 
had  had  some  private  theoiy  about  those  pale  looks;  but  low- 
ing pretty  well  the  sentiments  Charles  had  entertained  the  winter 
before  last,  he  was  curious  to  find  out  how  he  regarded  this  en- 
gagement. Charles  spoke  of  it  in  the  most  ready  cordial  way. 
*  Well,  doctor,  so  you  have  heard  our  news !  I  flatter  myself  we 
have  as  tall  and  handsome  a  pair  of  lovers  to  exhibit  here,  as  any 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  when  we  have  fattened  him  a  little  into 
condition.' 

*  Never  was  there  a  better  match,'  said  Dr.  Mayeme. 

*  Made  for  each  other  all  along.  One  could  not  see  them  with« 
out  feeling  it  was  the  first  chapter  of  a  novel.' 

When  Mrs.  Edmonstone  came  in,  the  doctor  was  a  little  taken 
aback.  He  thought  her  mind  must  be  with  poor  Sir  Guy,  and 
was  afraid  the  lovers  had  been  in  such  haste  as  to  pain  Lad/ 
Morville ;  for  there  was  a  staidness  and  want  of  epanchement  m. 
ecRtiT  of  answering  that  was  very  unlike  her  usual  warm  manner. 
At  dinner,Mr.Edmonstone  was  in  high  spirits,  delighted  at  Amy's 
recovery,  happy  to  have  a  young  man  about  the  house  again,  ^ 
charmed  to  see  two  lovers  together,  pleased  that  Laura  should  be 
mistress  of  Bedclyffe,  since  it  could  not  belong  to  Amy's  child  ; 
altogether,  as  joyous  as  ever*  His  wife,  being  at  ease  about  Amy, 
did  her  best  to  smile,  and  even  laugh,  though  sad  at  heart  all  the 
time,  as  she  missed  the  father  from  the  christening  feast,  and 
thought  how  happy  she  had  been  in  that  far  different  reunion  last 
year.  It  might  be  the  same  with  Charles ;  but  the  outward  effedi 
was  exhibited  in  Hvely  nonsense ;  Charlotte's  spirits  were  risinjf 
fast,  and  only  Phihp  and  Laura  tiiemselves  were  grave  and  silent^ 
she,  the  more  so,  because  she  was  disappointed  to  find  that  the 
one  walk  back  firom  East-hill,  much  as  he  had  enjoyed  it,  had 
greatly  tired  Philip^  However,  the  others  talked  enough  without 
them ;  and  Mr.  Edmonstone  was  veiy  happy,  drinking  the  health 
of  Miss  Morville,  and  hinuself  canying  a  bit  of  the  christening 
cake  to  the  mamma  in  the  drawing-room. 

There.«at  Amabel  by  the  fire,  Imowing  that  from  henceforth 
she  must  exert  herselif  to  take  part  in  the  cheerfulness  of  the 
house,  and  willing  to  join  the  external  rejoicing  in  her  child's 
christening,  or  at  least  not  to  damp  it  by  remaining  up  stairs. 
Yet  any  one  but  Mr.  Edmonstone  would  have  seen  more  sadness 
than  pleasure  in  the  sweet  smile  with  which  she  met  and  thanked 
him ;  but  they  were  cheerful  tones  in  which  she  replied,  and  in 
her  presence  eveiy  thing  was  hushed  and  gentle,  subdued,  yet  not 

II 
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aoamM.  The  spirit  of  that  evening  was  only  lecognised  alter 
it  was  past,  and  t^en  it  ever  grew  fairer  and  sweeter  in  reooUeo- 
rt^oni  so  as  never  to  he  forgotten  hj  any  of  those  who  shared  it. 


CHAPTER  XLII. 

She  WM  not  ofaanged  when  marorw  ouna^ 
(  That  awed  the  sternest  men  ; 

It  rather  seemed  she  kept  her  flame 
To  comfort  lu  till  then. 

But  SOTiow  passed,  and  others  smiled 

With  happiness  once  more ; 
And  she  drew  back  the  spirit  mild 

She  still  had  been  before.-— a  R. 

T^HILIP'S  marriage  could  not  take  place  at  once.  No  one 
JL  said,  hut  every  one  felt,  that  it  must  not  he  talked  of  till 
the  end  of  Amabel's  first  year  of  widowhood;  and  in  the 
neanldme  ij^hilip  remained  at  Hollywell,  gainii^  strength  every 
day,  making  more  progress  in  one  week  than  he  had  done  in. 
tax  at  St.  Mildred's,  finding  that,  as  his  strength  returned,  his 
mind  and  menM>ry  regained  their  tone,  and  he  was  as  capable  as 
ever  of  applying  to  business,  and,  above  all,  much  settled  aad 
«>mforted  by  some  long  conversations  with  Mr.  Boss. 

Still  he  ooold  not  endure  the  thought  of  being  at  Beddyffe* 
The  business  connected  with  it  was  always  performed  with  pain 
and  dislike,  and  he  shrank  with  suffering  ofc  every  casual  mentiau 
<f  his  going  thither.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  began  to  wonder  whethor 
he  couJd  mean  to  linger  at  Hollywell  all  the  summer,  and  Amabel, 
had  some  fears  that  it  would  end  in  his  neglecting  Beddyffe,  till 
A  letter  arrived  from  Lord  Thomdale,  saying  that  his  brother^ 
the  member  for  Moorworth,  had  long  been  thinking  of  giving  np 
lus  seat,  and  latterly  had  only  waited  in  hopes  that  the  successbn 
at  iEteddyffe  might  come  to  Philip  Morville.  Moorworth  was 
entirely  under  the  Thomdale  and  Morville  interest,  an4  Lord 
Thomdale  wrote  to  propose  that  PhiHp  should  come  f<rfirard  at 
^once,  inviting  him  to  Thomdale  instead  of  going  to  his  own 
empty  house. 

To  be  in  parliament  had  been  one  of  the  favourite  visions  of 
FhiHp's  youth,  and  for  that  very  reason  he  hesitated,  taking  it 
as  one  of  the  strange  fulfilments  of  his  desires  that  had  become 
jpunishments.  He  could  not  but  feel  that  as  this  unhappy  load 
(^•wealth  had  descended  on  him,  he  was  bound  to  make  it  aa 
.heneficial  as  he  could  to  others,  and  not  seeking  for  rest  or 
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loxury,  to  stand  in  the  gap  where  eveiy  good  man  and  true  wad 
needed.  But  still  he  dreaded  his  old  love  of  distinction.  He 
disliked  a  London  life  for  Laura,  and  he  thought  that,  precarious 
as  his  health  had  heoome,  it  might  expose  her  to  much  anxiety, 
since  he  was  determined  that  if  he  undertook  it  at  all,  he  would 
never  he  an  idle  memher. 

It  ended  in  his  referring  the  decision  to  Laura,  who,  <iia1i1ntig 
London,  fearful  for  his  health,  eager  for  his  glory,  and  reluctant 
to  keep  hack  such  a  champion  fii^m  the  hattle,  was  much  per- 
plexed, only  desirous  to  say  what  he  wished,  yet  not  able  to  make 
out  what  that  might  be.  She  carried  her  doubts  to  Charles  and 
Amabel,  who  both  pronounced  that  the  thought  of  going  to 
Hedclyffe  seemed  far  worse  for  him  than  any  d^ree  of  employ- 
ment-—that  occupation  of  the  mind  was  the  best  thing  for  lua 
spirits ;  and  ended  by  recommending  that  Dr.  Mayeme  should  be 
consulted. 

He  was  of  the  same  opinion.  He  said  a  man  could  hardly 
have  two  fevers  following,  and  one  of  them  upon  the  brain,  with* 
out  having  reason  to  remember  them.  That  his  constitution  had 
been  seriouslv  weakened,  and  there  was  an  excitability  of  brain 
and  nerves  which  made  care  requisite ;  but  depression  of  spirits 
was  the  chief  thing  to  guard  against,  and  a  London  life,  provided 
he  did  not  overwork  hunself,  was  better  for  him  than  solitude  at 
BeddyfTe. 

Accordingly  Philip  went  to  Thomdale,  and  was  returned  iSor 
Moorworth  without  opposition.  Markham  sent  his  nephew  to 
transact  business  with  him  at  Thomdale,  for  he  could  not  bear 
to  meet  him  himself,  and  while  there  was  any  prospect  of  his 
<x)ming  to  Bedclyffe,  walked  about  in  paroxysms  of  grunting  and 
ill-humour.  The  report  that  Mr.  MorviUe  was  engaged  to  the 
other  Miss  Edmonstone  did  but  render  him  more  forious,  for  he 
regarded  it  as  a  sort  of  outrage  to  Lady  Morville's  feelings  that 
a  courtship  should  be  carried  on  in  the  house  with  her.  She  was 
at  present  the  object  of  all  his  devoted  affection  for  the  family, 
and  he  would  not  believe,  but  that  she  had  been  a^  much  disap- 
pointed at  the  birth  of  her  daughter,  as  he  was  himself.  He  would 
not  sav  one  word  against  Mr.  Morville,  but  looked  and  growled 
enough  to  make  Mr.  Ashford  afraid  that  the  new  squire  would 
find  him  very  troublesome. 

The  Ashfords  were  in  a  state  of  mind  themselves  to  think  that 
Mr.  Morville  ought  to  be  eveiything  excellent  to  make  up  foic 
succeeding  Sir  Guy ;  but  having  a  very  high  opinion  of  him  to 
begin  with,  they  were  very  sorry  to  find  all  Bedclyffe  set  against 
him.  Jn  common  with  the  parish,  they  were  very  anxious  for 
the  first  report  of  his  arrival,  and  at  length  he  came.    James 
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Thorndale,  as  before,  drove  him  thither,  coming  to  the  Ashfords 
while  he  was  busy  with  Markham.  He  #ould  not  go  up  to  the 
Park,  he  only  went  through  some  necessary  business  with  Mark- 
ham,  and  then  walked  down  to  the  Cove,  afterwards  sitting  for 
about  ten  minutes  in  Mrs*  Ashford's  drawing-room. 

The  result  of  the  visit  was  that  old  James  Robinson  reported 
that  the  new  squire  took  on  as  much  about  poor  Sir  Guy  as  any 
one  could  do,  and  turned  as  pale  as  if  he  had  been  going  into  m 
swoon,  when  he  spoke  his  name  and  gave  Ben  his  message.  And 
as  to  poor  Ben,  the  old  man  said,  he  r^ularly  did  cry  like  a 
child,  and  small  blame  to  him,  to  hear  that  Sir  Ghiy  had  took 
thought  of  him  at  such  a  time  and  so  far  away ;  and  he  verily 
believed  Ben  could  never  take  again  to  his  bad  ways,  after  such 
a  message  as  that. 

MarUiam  was  gruff  with  the  Eobinsons  for  some  time  after, 
and  was  even  heani  to  mutter  something  about  worshipping  the 
rising  sun,  an  act  of  idolatry  of  which  he  could  not  be  accused, 
since  it  was  in  the  most  grudging  manner  that  he  allowed,  that 
Mr.  Morville's  sole  anxiety  seemed  to  be  to  continue  all  Sir  Gnj 
had  undertaken ;  while  Mrs.  Ashford,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
much  affected  by  the  account  her  cousin  James  had  been  giving 
her  of  the  grief  that  he  had  suffered  at  Sir  Guy's  death,  his 
long  illness,  his  loss  of  spirits,  the  reluctance  he  had  shown  to 
come  here  at  all,  and  his  present  unconquerable  dread  of  going 
to  the  Park. 

He  was  soon  after  in  London,  where,  as  favas  could  be  judged 
dn  such  early  days,  he  seemed  likely  to  distinguish  himself  accord- 
ing to  the  fondest  hopes  that  Margaret  or  Laura  could  ever  have 
entertained.  Laura  was  only  afraid  he  was  overworking  him- 
self, especially  as,  having  at  present  little  command  of  ready 
money,  he  lived  in  a  small  lodgmg,  kept  no  horse,  and  did  not 
enter  into  society;  but  she  was  reassured  when  he  came  to 
Hollywell  for  a  day  or  two  at  Whitsuntide,  not  having  indeed 
regained  flesh  or  colour,  but  appearing  quite  well,  in  bettor  spiritsv 
and  very  eager  about  political  affairs. 

All  would  have  been  right  that  summer,  but  that,  as  PhiHp 
observed,  the  first  evening  of  his  arrival,  Amabel  was  not  looking 
as  well  as  she  had  done  at  the  time  of  the  christening.  She  had, 
just  after  it,  tried  her  strength  and  spirits  too  much,  and  had 
ever  since  been  not  exactly  unwell,  but  sad  and  weary,  more  de- 
jected than  ever  before,  unable  to  bear  the  sight  ot  flowers  or  the 
sound  of  music,  and  evidently  suffering  much  under  the  recur- 
rence of  the  season,  which  had  been  that  of  her  great  happiness 
—the  summer  sunshine,  the  long  evenings,  the  nightingale's 
songs.     She   was  fatigued  by  the  most  trifling  exertion,  and 
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seemed  able  to  take  interest  in  nothing  but  her  baby,  and  a 
young  widow  in  the  villaffe,  who  was  in  a  decline ;  and  though 
phe  was  willing  to  do  all  that  was  asked  of  her,  it  was  in  a  weary, 
melancholy  manner,  as  if  she  had  no  peace  but  in  being  allowed 
to  sit  alone,  drooping  over  her  child. 

From  society  she  especially  shrunk,  avoiding  every  chance  of 
meeting  visitors,  and  distressed  and  harassed  when  her  father 
brought  home  some  of  his  casual  dinner  guests,  and  was  vexed 
not  to  see  her  come  into  the  drawing-room  in  the  evening.  If 
she  did  make  the  effort  of  coming,  to  please  him,  she  was  so  sure 
to  be  the  worse  for  it,  that  her  mother  would  keep  her  upstairs 
the  next  time,*  and  try  to  prevent  her  from  knowing  that  her 
father  was  put  out,  and  declared  it  was  nonsense  to  expect  poor 
Amy  to  get  up  her  spirits  while  she  never  saw  a  living  soul,  and 
only  sat  moping  in  the  dressing-room. 

A  large  c^ner-party  did  not  interfere  with  her,  for  even  he 
could  not  expect  her  to  appear  at  it ;  and  one  of  these  he  gave 
during  Philip's  visit,  for  the  pleasure  of  exhibiting  such  company 
as  the  M.P.  for  Moorworth. 

After  dinner,  Charlotte  told  Mary  Boss  to  go  and  see  Amy. 
Not  finding  her  in  the  dressing-room,  she  knocked  at  her  own 
door.  '  Come  in,'  answered  the  low  soft  voice ;  and  in  the  win- 
dow, overhung  by  the  long  shoots  of  the  roses,  Amabel's  close 
cap  and  small  head  were  seen  against  the  deep-blue  evening  sky^ 
as  she  sat  in  the  s\ipQLmer  twilight,  her  little  one  asleep  in  her  cot. 

'  Thank  you  for  coming,'  said  she.  '  I  thought  you  would  not 
mind  sitting  here  with  baby  and  me.  I  have  sent  Anne  out 
walking.' 

'  How  pretty  she  looks !'  said  Mary,  stooping  over  the  infant, 
'  Sleep  is  giving  her  quite  a  colour ;  and  how  fast  she  grows !' 

'  Poor  httle  woman !'  said  Amy,  sighing. 

'  Tired,  Amy  ?'  said  Mary,  sitting  down,  and  taking  up  the 
little  lunbswool  shoe,  that  Amy  had  been  knitting. 

*  N — ^no,  thank  you,'  said  Amy,  with  another  sigh. 

'  I  am  afraid  you  are.  You  have  been  walking  to  Alice  Lams- 
den's  again.' 

'  I  don't  think  that  tires  me.  Indeed,  I  believe  the  truth  is,' 
and  her  voice  sounded  especially  sad  in  the  subdued  tone  in 
which  she  spoke,  that  she  might  not  disturb  the  child,  '  I  am 
not  so  much  tired  with  what  I  do,  which  is  little  enough,  as  of 
the  long,  long  life  that  is  before  me.' 

Mary's  hetut  was  fuU,  but  she  did  not  show  her  thought  other- 
wise than  by  a  look  towards  the  babe. 

*'  Yes,  poor  little  darling,'  said  Amabel, '  I  know  there  is  double 
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quantity  to  lye  done 'for  her,  but  I  am  so  sorry  for  her,  when  I 
think  she  must  grow  up  without  knowing  him.' 

'  She  has  you,  though,*  Mary  could  not  help  saying,  as  she 
felt  that  Amabel  was  superior  to  all  save  her  husband. 

Perhaps  Amy  did  not  hear ;  she  went  up  to  the  cot,  and  went 
on : — *  J£  he  had  but  once  seen  her,  if  she  had  but  had  one  kiss, 
one  touch  that  I  could  tell  her  of  by  and  by,  it  would  not  seem 
as  if  she  was  so  very  fatherless.  Oh  no,  baby,  I  must  wait,  that 
you  may  know  something  about  him ;  for  no  one  else  can  tell  you 
so  well  what  he  was,  though  I  can't  tell  much !'  She  presently 
returned  to  her  seat.  '  No,  I  don't  believe  I  really  wish  I  was 
like  poor  AUce,'  said  she ;  '  I  hope  not ;  I  am  sure  I  don't  for 
her  sake.  But  Mary,  I  never  knew  till  I  was  well  again  how 
much  I  had  reckoned  on  dying  when  she  was  bom.  I  did  not 
think  I  was  wishing  it,  but  it  seemed  likely,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  arrange  things  in  case  of  it.  Then  somehow,  as  he  came  back 
last  spring,  after  that  sad  winter,  it  seemed  as  if  this  spring, 
though  he  would  not  come  back  to  me,  I  might  be  going  to 
him.' 
.   *  But  then  she  comforted  you.' 

*  Tes,  that  she  did,  my  precious  one ;  I  was  so  glad  of  her,  it 
was  a  sort  of  having  him  again,  and  so  it  is  still  sometimes,  and 
will  be  more  so,  I  dare  say.  I  am  very  thankful  for  her,  indeed 
I  am ;  and  I  hope  I  am  not  repining,  for  it  does  not  signify  after 
all,  in  the  end,  if  I  am  weary  and  lonely  sometimes.  I  wish  I 
was  sure  it  was  not  wrong.  I  know  I  don't  wish  to  alter  things.' 
•    *  No,  I  am  sure  you  don't.' 

*Ah!'  said  Amabel,  smiling,  *it  is  only  the  old,  silly  little 
Amy  that  does  feel  such  a  heart-aching  and  longing  for  one  glance 
of  his  eye,  or  touch  of  his  hand,  or  sound  of  his  foot  in  the  pas- 
sage. Oh,  Mary,  the  worst  of  all  is  to  wake  up,  afber  dreaming 
I  have-  heard  his  voice.  There  is  nothing  for  it  but  to  take  our 
baby  and  hold  her  very  tight.' 

*  Dearest  Amy !  But  you  are  not  blaming  yourself  for  these 
feelings.  It  might  be  wrong  to  indulge  them  and  foster  them ; 
but  while  you  struggle  with  them,  they  can't  in  themselves  be 
wrong.' 

'  I  hope  not,'  said  Amabel,  pausing  to  think.  *  Yes,  I  have 
'the  joy'  at  the  bottom  still;  I  know  it  is  all  quite  right,  and 
it  came  straight  from  heaven,  as  he  said.  I  can  get  happy  very 
often  when  I  am  by  myself,  or  at  church,  with  him ;  it  is  only 
when  I  miss  his  bright  outside  and  can't  think  myself  into  the 
inner  part,  that  it  is  so  forlorn  and  dreary.  I  can  do  pretty  well 
alone.     Only  I  wish  I  could  help  being  so  troublesome  and 
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disagreeable  to  everybody/  said  Amy,  conclading  in  a  tnatter-of- 
iact  tone. 

'  My  dear!'  said  Mary,  almost  laughing. 

*  It  is  so  stupid  of  me  to  be  always  poorly,  and  making  mamma 
anxious  when  there's  nothing  the  matter  with  me.  And  I  know 
I  am  a  check  on  them  down<stairs — papa,  and  Charlotte,  and  aR 
— ^they  are  veijr  kind,  considerate,  and  yet' — she  paused — ^'and  it  i^ 
a  naughty  feelmg ;  but  when  I  feel  all  those  dear  kind  eyes  watch^ 
ing  me  always,  and  wanting  me  to  be  hiEtppy,  it  is  rather  opprei^ 
sive,  especuuly  when  I  can't;  but  if  I  try  not  to  disappoint 
them,  I  do  make  such  a  bad  hand  of  it,  and  am  sure  to  breat 
down  afberwards,  and  that  brieves  mamma  all  the  more.' 

'  It  will  be  better  when  this  time  of  year  is  over/  said  Mary. 

*  Perhaps,  yes.  He  always  seemed  to  belong  to  summer  day?^ 
and  to  come  with  them.  Well,  I  suppose  trius  always  come  in 
a  different  shape  firom  what  one  expects ;  for  I  used  to  think  I 
could  bear  all  the  doom  with  him,  but  I  did  not  know  it  woul4 
be  without  him,  and  yet  that  is  the  best.     Oh,  baby !' 

*  I  should  not  have  come  to  disturb  her.' 

^  No-— never  mind ;  she  never  settles  fairly  to  sleep  till  we  are 
shut  in  by  ourselvles.  Hush !  hush,  darling — "No  ?  Will  nothing 
do  but  being  taken  up  f  Well,  then,  there  ?  Come,  and  show 
your  godmamma  what  a  black  fringe  those  little  wakeful  eyes  are 
getti^.' 

-  And  when  Maiy  went  down  it  was  with  the  conviction  that 
those  black  eye-lashes,  too  marked  to  be  very  pretty  in  so  young 
a  babe,  were  more  of  a  comfort  to  Amabel  than  anything  she 
oould  say. 

The  evening  wore  on,  and  at  length  Laura  came  into  her 
sister's  room.  She  looked  fa^^ed  and  harassed,  the  old  face  she 
used  to  wear  in  the  time  of  disguise  and  secrecy.  Amabel  asked 
if  it  had  been  a  tiresome  party.  ] 

'  Yes — ^no — ^I  don't  know.     Just  like  others,*  said  Laura. 

'  You  are  tired,  at  any  rate,'  said  Amabel.  *  You  took  too  lon^ 
a  ride  with  Philip.     I  saw  you  come  in  very  late.' 

*  I  am  not  in  the  least  tired,  thank  you.' 

'  Then  he  is,'  said  Amabel.  '  I  hope  he  has  not  one  of  hia 
headaches  again.' 

'  No,'  sida  Laura,  still  in  a  dissatisfied,  uncomfortable  tone. 

'No?  Dear  Laura,  I  am  sure  there  is  something  wrong;* 
and  with  a  little  more  of  her  winning,  pleading  kindness^  sfa^ 
drew  from  Laura  that  Philip  had  told  her  she  idolized  him.  He 
had  told  her  so  very  gently  and  kindly,  but  he  had  said  she 
idolized  him  in  a  manner  that  was  neither  good  for  herself  nor 
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him ;  and  he  went  on  to  blame  himself  for  it,  which  was  what 
she  could  not  bear.  It  had  been  rankling  in  her  mind  ever  since 
that  he  had  fomid  fault  with  her  for  loving  him  so  well,  and  it 
had  made  her  very  unhappy.  She  could  not  love  him  less,  and 
how  should  she  please  hun?  She  had  much  rather  he  had 
blamed  her  than  himself. 

'  I  think  I  see  what  he  means,*  said  Amy,  thoughtfully.  *  He 
lias  grown  afraid  of  himself,  and  afraid  of  beong  admired  now.* 

'  But  how  am  I  to  help  Ihat,  Amy  ?'  said  Laura,  with  tears  in 
Jier  eyes;  'he  cannot  help  being  the  first,  the  yeiy  first  of  all 
with  mo        * 

'No,  no,'  said  Amy,  quickly,  'not  the  very  first,  or  what 
would  you  do  if  you  were  to  be — ^Hke  me  ?  Don't  turn  awaj, 
dear  Laura;  I  don't  think  I  ever  could  bear  this  at  all,  if  dear 
Ghiy  had  not  kept  it  always  before  my  eyes  from  the  very  first 
that  we  were  to  look  to  something  else  besides  each  other.' 

'  Of  course,  I  meant  the  first  earthly  thing,'  said  Laura ;  but 
it  was  not  heartfelt— ^he  knew  she  ought,  therefore  she  thought 
Ae  did. 

'And  so,'  proceeded  Amy,  'I  think  if  that  other  is  first,  it 
would  make  you  have  some  other  standard  of  right  besides  him- 
self;  then  you  would  be  a  stay  and  help  to  him,  I  think  that 
is  what  he  means.' 

'  Amy !  let  me  ask  you,'  said  Laura,  a  little  entreatingly,  yet 
as  if  she  must  needs  put  the  question — 'surely,  you  never  thought 
Guy  had  faults?' 

Her  colour  deepened.  'Yes,  Laura,'  she  answered,  firmly, 
'  I  could  not  have  understood  his  repentance  if  I  had  not  thought 
ao.  And,  dear  Laura,  if  you  will  forgive  me  for  saying  it,  it 
would  be  much  better  for  yourself  and  Philip  if  you  would  see 
the  truth.' 

'  I  thought  you  forgave  him,'  murmured  Laura. 

*0h,  Laura!  but  does  not  that  word  'forgive'  imply  some- 
ihing  P  I  could  not  have  done  anything  to  comfort  him  that 
day,  if  I  had  not  believed  he  had  something  to  be  comforted  for. 
It  can't  be  pleasant  to  him  to  see  you  think  his  repentance  vain.* 

'  It  is  noUe  and  great.' 

'  But  if  it  was  not  real,  it  would  be  thrown  away.  Besides, 
dear  Laura,  do  let  me  say  this  for  once.  If  you  would  but  un- 
derstand that  you  let  him  lead  you  into  what  was  not  right,  and 
be  reaUy  sorzT  for  that,  and  show  mamma  that  you  are,  I  do 
think  it  would  all  begin  much  more  happily  when  you  are 
married.' 

'  I  could  never  have  tdd,  till  I  was  obliged  to  betray  myself,' 
said  Laura.     'You  know,  Amy,  it  was  no  engagement.     We 
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never  wrote  to  each  other,  we  had  but  one  walk;  it  was  no 
Iraainess  of  his  to  speak  till  he  could  hope  for  papa's  consent  to 
our  marriage.  It  would  have  been  all  con^ion  if  he  had  told^ 
and  that  would  have  been  only  that  we  had  always  loved  each 
other  with  all  our  hearts,  which  every  one  knew  before.' 

*  Yet,  Laura,  it  was  what  preyed  on  him  when  he  thought  he 
was  dying.* 

'  Because  it  was  the  onl^  thing  like  a  &ult  he  could  think  of/ 
said  Laura,  excited  by  this  shade  of  blame  to  defend  him  vehe* 
mently — '  because  his  scruples  are  high  and  noble  and  generous,' 

She  spoke  so  eagerly,  that  the  baby's  voice  again  broke  on  the 
conversation,  and  she  was  obliged  to  go  away ;  but  though  her 
idolatry  was  complete,  it  did  not  seem  to  give  full  satisfaction  or 
repose.  As  to  Philip,  though  his  love  for  her  was  unchanged,  it 
now  and  then  was  felt,  though  not  owned  by  him,  that  she  was 
not  fully  a  helpmeet,  only  a  '  Self;'  not  such  a  '  Self'  as  he  had 
lefb  at  St.  Mildred's,  but  still  reflecting  on  him  his  former  cha* 
racter,  instead  of  aiding  him  to  a  new  one. 


CHAPTEE  XLIII. 

Bat  nature  to  its  ixmioet  p«rt 
Faith  had  refined ;  and  to  ber  luMurt 

A  peaceful  cndle  given. 
Calm  as  the  dew  drope  free  to  rest 
Within  a  breeze-fanned  rose's  breast 

nil  it  exhales  to  heaven. — ^Wobdswobth. 

IT  had  long  been  a  promise  that  Mr.  Edmonstone  should  take 
Charlotte  to  visit  her  grandmamma,  in  Lieland.  They  would 
have  gone  last  autumn,  but  for  Quy's  illness ;  and  now  aunt 
Charlotte  wrote  to  hasten  the  performance  of  the  project.  Lady 
Mabel  was  very  anxious  to  see  them,  she  said;  and  having 
grown  much  more  infirm  of  late,  seemed  to  think  it  would  be 
the  last  meeting  with  her  son.  She  talked  so  much  of  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  and  Laura,  that  it  was  plain  that  she  wished  ez« 
tremely  for  a  visit  from  them,  though  she  did  not  like  to  ask  it, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  fiunily. 

A  special  invitation  was  sent  to  Bustle ;  indeed,  Charles  said 
Charlotte  could  not  have  gone  without  his  permission,  for  he 
reigned  like  a  tyrant  over  her,  evidently  believing  her  created 
for  no  purpose  but  to  wait  on  him,  and  ^e  him  to  walk. 

Laura  was  a  great  &vouiite  at  the  cottage  of  Kilcoran,  and 
felt  she  ought  to  offer  to  go.    Philip  fully  agreed,  and  held  out 
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wme  hopes  of  following  as  soon  as  the  session  was  orer,  and  lie 
had  heen  to  BedclTffe  about  some  business  that  had  been  defeired 
too  long. 

And  now  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Edmonstone  had  a  great  desire 
to  take  his  wife,  and  she  herself  said,  that  under  any  other  drcnm- 
stances  she  should  hare  been  Terj  desirous  of  going.  She  hjui 
not  been  to  Ireland  for  fifteen  years,  and  was  sorry  to  have  seen 
so  little  of  her  mother-in-law ;  and  now  that  it  had  been  prored 
that  Charles  could  exist  without  her,  she  would  not  have  hesitated 
io  leave  him,  but  for  Amabel's  state  of  health  and  spirits,  which 
made  going  firom  home  out  of  the  question. 

Charles  and  Amabel  did  not  think  so.  It  was  not  to  be 
endured,  that  when  grandmamma  wished  for  her,  she  should  stay 
at  home  for  them  without  real  necessity ;  besides,  the  fatigue^ 
anxiety,  and  sorrow  she  had  undergone  of  late,  had  told  on  ner, 
and  had  made  her  alter  perceptibly,  finom  bemg  remarkably  fresh, 
and  youthful,  to  be  somewhat  aged ;  and  the  change  to  a  new 
scene,  where  she  could  not  be  distressing  herself  at  every  fiuhne 
in  cheerfulness  of  poor  Amy's,  was  just  the  thing  to  do  her  good. 

Amabel  was  not  afraid  of  the  sole  charge  of  Charles  or  of  the 
baby,  for  she  had  been  taught  but  too  well  to  manage  for  herself; 
she  understood  Charles  very  well,  and  had  too  much  quiet  good 
sense  to  be  fanciM  about  her  very  healthy  baby.  Though  she 
was  inexperienced,  with  old  nurse  hard  by,  and  Dr.  Mayeme  at 
Broadstone,  there  was  no  fear  of  her  not  having  good  counsel 
enough.  She  was  glad  to  be  of  some  use,  by  oiabling  her  mother 
to  leave  Charles,  and  her  only  fear  was  of  being  dull  company  for 
him ;  but  as  he  was  so  kind  as  to  bear  it,  she  would  do  her  best, 
and  perhaps  their  neighbours  would  come  and  enliven  him 
sometimes. 

Charles  threw  his  influence  into  the  same  scale.  His  affectionate 
observation  had  shown  him  that  it  oppressed  Amabers  spirits  to 
be  the  object  of  such  constant  solicitude,  and  he  was  convinced 
it  would  be  better  for  her,  both  to  have  some  necessary  occupation 
and  to  be  free  from  that  perpetual  mournful  watching  of  her 
mother's  that  caused  her  to  make  the  efforts  to  be  cheerl'ul  whidi 
did  her  more  harm  than  anything  else. 

To  let  her  alone  to  look  and  speak  as  she  pleased  vrithout  the 
fear  of  paining  and  disappointing  those  she  loved,  keep  the  house 
quiet,  and  give  her  the  employment  of  household  cares  and  attend- 
ing on  himself,  was,  he  thought,  the  best  thing  for  her ;  and  he 
was  full  of  eagerness  and  pleasure  at  the  very  notion  of  bein^  of 
service  to  her,  if  only  by  being  good  for  nothing  but  to  be  waited 
on.  He  thought  privately  that  the  spring  of  his  mother's  mind 
had  been  so  much  injured  by  the  grief  she  had  herself  suffered 
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for  *  her  Bon  Guy/  her  cruel  disappointment  in  Laura,  and  the 
way  in  which  she  threw  herself  into  all  Amy's  affliction,  that 
there  was  a  general  depression  in  her  way  of  observiog  and 
attending  Amy,  which  did  further  harm ;  and  that  to  change  the 
current  of  her  thoughts,  and  hring  her  home  refreshed  and 
inspirited,  would  he  the  heginning  of  improvement  in  all.  Or, 
as  he  expressed  it  to  Dr.  May  erne, '  We  shall  set  off  on  a  new  tack.' 

His  counsel  and  Mr.  Edmonstone's  wishes  at  length  decided 
mamma,  on  condition  that  Mary  Boss  and  Dr.  Mayeme  would 
promise  to  write  on  alternate  weeks  a  full  report,  moral  and 
physical,  as  Charles  called  it.  So  in  due  time  the  goods  were 
packed,  Mrs.  Edmonstone  cried  heartily  over  the  hahy,  advised 
Amahel  endlessly  ahout  her,  and  finally  looked  hack  through  her 
tears,  as  she  drove  away,  to  see  Charles  nodding  and  waving  his 
hand  at  the  hay-window,  and  Amahel  standing  with  her  parting 
smile  and  good-hye  on  the  steps. 

The  reports,  moral  and  physical,  proved  that  Charles  had  judged 
wisely.  Amahel  was  less  languid  as  she  had  more  cause  for 
exertion,  and  seemed  relieved  hy  the  ahsence  of  noise  and  hurry, 
spending  more  time  down-stairs,  and  appearing  less  weary  in  the 
evening.  She  still  avoided  the  garden ;  hut  she  hegan  to  like 
short  drives  with  her  hrotherin  the  pony-carriage,  when  he  drove 
on  in  silence,  and  let  her  lean  hack  and  gaze  up  into  the  sky,  or 
into  the  far  distance,  undisturbed.  Now  and  then  he  would  be 
rdoiced  hy  a  bright,  genuine  smile,  perfectly  refreshing,  at  some 
of  the  pretty  ways  of  the  babe,  a  small  but  plump  and  lively 
creature,  begmning  to  grasp  with  her  hands,  laugh  and  gaze  about 
with  eyes  that  gave  promise  of  the  peculiar  colour  and  brilliancy 
of  her  father's.  Amabel  was  afraid  she  might  be  tempted  into 
giving  Charles  too  much  of  the  little  lady's  society ;  but  he  waa 
very  fond  of  her,  regarding  her  with  on  odd  mixture  of  curiosity 
and  amusement,  much  entertained  with  watching  what  he  called 
her  unaccoimtable  manners,  and  greatly  flattered  when  he  could 
succeed  in  attracting  her  notice.  Indeed,  the  first  time  she  looked 
full  at  him  with  a  snule  on  the  verge  of  a  laugh,  it  completely 
overcame  him,  by  the  indescribably  forcible  manner  in  which  it 
suddenly  recalled  the  face  which  had  alwavs  shone  on  him  like 
a  sunbeam.  Above  all,  it  was  worth  anything  to  see  the  looks 
she  awoke  in  her  mother,  for  which  he  must  have  loved  her,  even 
had  she  not  been  (juy's  child. 

In  the  evening,  especially  on  Sunday,  Amabel  would  sometimes 
talk  to  him  as  she  had  never  yet  been  able  to  do,  about  her  last 
smnmer's  journey,  and  her  stay  at  Eecoara,  and  his  way  of  listen- 
ing and  answering  had  in  it  something  that  gave  her  great  plea^ 
sure ;  while,  on  his  side,  he  deemed  each  fresh  word  of  Guy's 
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a  sort  of  treasure  for  which  to  he  grateful  to  her.    The  brother 
and  sister  were  ac  great  help  and  happiness  to  each  other;  Amahel 
foimd  herself  restored  to  Charles,  as  Quj  had  liked  to  think  of 
her,  and  Charles  felt  as  if  the  old  childish  fancies  were  fulfilled, 
in  which  he  and  Amy  were  always  to  keep  house  together.     He 
was  not  in  the  least  dull ;  and  though  his  good-natured  TisitovB 
in  the  morning  were  welcome,  and  received  with  plenty  of  his 
gay  lively  talk,  he  did  not  by  any  means  stand  in  need  of  the 
compassion  they  felt  for  him,  and  could  have  done  very  well 
without  them ;  while  the  evenings  alone  with  Amy  had  in  them 
something  so  pleasant  that  they  were  almost  better  than  those 
when  Mr.  Boto  and  Mary  came  to  tea.    He  wrote  word  to  his 
mother  that  she  might  be  quite  at  ease  about  them;  and  he 
thought  Amy  would  get  through  the  anniversaries  of  September 
better  while  the  house  was  quiet,  so  that  she  need  not  think  oi 
trying  to  hurry  home. 

He  was  glad  to  have  done  so,  for  the  letters,  which  scarcely 
missed  a  day  in  being  written  by  his  mother  and  Charlotte, 
seemed  to  show  that  their  stay  was  likely  to  be  long.  Lady  Mabd 
was  more  broken  than  they  had  expected,  and  clamed  a  lon^ 
visit,  as  she  was  sure  it  would  be  their  last,  while  the  Ealcona 
party  had  taken  possession  of  Laura  and  Charlotte,  as  if  they 
never  meant  to  let  them  go.  Charlotte  wrote  her  brother  vexj 
full  and  very  droll  accounts  of  the  Licisms  around  her  which  she 
enjoyed  thoroughly,  and  Charles,  declaring  he  never  expected  to 
see  little  Charlotte  come  out  in  the  character  of  the  facetious 
correspondent,  used  to  send  Maiy  Boss  into  fits  of  laughing  by 
what  he  read  to  her.  Mr.  Fielder,  the  tutor,  wrote  Charlotte^ 
was  very  nearly  equal  to  Eveleen's  description  of  him,  but  veiy 
particularly  agreeable,  in  fact,  the  only  man  who  had  any  oon* 
versation,  whom  she  had  seen  since  she  had  been  at  Kilcoran. 

^  Lnagine,'  said  Charles,  '  the  impertinent  little  puss  setting 
up  for  intellectual  conversation,  forsooth !' 

'  That's  what  comes  of  living  with  good  company,'  said  Mary. 

The  brother  and  sister  used  sometimes  to  drive  to  Broadstone 
to  fetch  their  letters  by  the  second  post. 

'  Charlotte,  of  course,'  said  Charles,  as  he  opened  one.  ^  My 
Lady  Morville,  what*s  yours  ?' 

'  Only  Mr.  Markham,'  said  Amabel,  *  about  the  winding  up  of 
our  business  together,  I  suppose.    What  does  Charlotte  say  ?' 

'  Charlotte  is  in  a  fit  of  impudence,  for  which  she  deserves 
chastisement,'  said  Charles,  unable  to  help  laughing,  as  he  read, — 
*  Our  last  event  was  a  call  from  the  fidus  Achates,  who,  it  seems, 
can  no  longer  wander  up  and  down  the  Meditezranean  without 
his  pius  i£neas,  and  so  has  left  the  army,  and  got  a  diplomatio 
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appointment  somewhere  in  Germany.  Lord  Kilcoran  has  asked 
him  to  come  and  staj  here,  and  Mabel  and  I  are  quite  sure  he 
comes  for  a  purpose.  Of  course  he  has  chosen  this  time,  in  order 
that  he  may  be  able  to  have  his  companion  before  his  eyes,  as 
a  model  for  courtship,  and  I  wish  I  had  you  to  help  me  look  on 
whenever  Philip  comes,  as  that  laugh  I  must  enjoy  alone  with 
Bustle.  However,  when  Philip  will  come  we  cannot  think,  for 
we  have  heard  nothing  of  him  this  age,  not  even  Laura,  and  she 
is  banning  to  look  ver^  anxious  about  him.  Do  tell  us  if  you 
know  anything  about  him.  The  last  letter  was  when  parliament 
was  prorogued,  and  he  was  going  to  Beddyffe,  at  least  three 
weeks  ago.' 

'  I  wonder  if  Mr.  Markham  mentions  him,*  said  Amabel,  hastily 
unfolding  her  letter,,  which  was,  as  she  expected,  about  the 
executors'  business,  but  glancing  on  to  the  end,  she  exclaimed, — 
'  Ah!  here  it  is.  Listen,  Charlie.  *  Mr.  MorviUe  has  been  here 
for  the  last  few  weeks,  and  is,  I  fear,  very  unwell.  He  has  been 
entirely  confined  to  the  house,  almost  ever  since  his  arrival,  by 
violent  headache,  which  has  completely  disabled  him  from  attend- 
ing to  business;  but  he  will  not  call  in  any  advice.  I  make  a  point 
of  going  to  see  him  every  day,  though  I  believe  my  presence  is 
anything  but  acceptable,  as  in  his  present  state  of  health  and 
spirits,  I  cannot  think  it  right  that  he  should  be  left  to  servants. 
Poor  fellow !  Bedclyffe  has  been  too  much  for  him.' 

'  Over-worked,  I  suppose,'  said  Charles.  '  I  thought  he  was 
coming  it  pretty  strong  these  last  few  weeks.' 

*  Not.  even  writing  to  Laura !  How  very  bad  he  must  be!  I  will 
write  at  once  to  ask  Mr.  Markham  for  more  particulars.' 

She  did  so,  and  on  the  third  day  they  drove  again  to  fetch  the 
answer.  It  was  a  much  worse  account.  Mr.  Morville  was,  said 
Markham,  sujSering  dreadfully  from  headache,  and  lay  on  the 
sofa  all  day,  almost  unable  to  speak  or  move,  but  resolved  against 
having  medical  advice,  though  his  own  treatment  of  himself  did 
not  at  all  succeed  in  relieving  him.  There  was  extreme  de^ 
pression  of  spirits,  and  an  unwillingness  to  see  any  one.  He  had 
positively  refused  to  admit  either  Lord  Thomdale  or  Mr.  Ashford, 
and  would  hardly  bear  to  see  Markham  himself,  who,  indeed, 
only  forced  his  presence  on  him  firom  thiiiking  it  unfit  to  leave 
him  entirely  to  tne  servants,  and  would  be  much  relieved  if  some 
of  Mr.  Morville's  friends  were  present  to  free  him  from  the 
responsibility. 

'  Hem !'  said  Charles.     '  I  can't  say  it  sounds  comfortable.' 
'  It  is  just  as  I  feared !'  said  Amy.     '  Great  excitability  of 
brain  and  nerve,  Dr.  Mayeme  said.    All  the  danger  of  a  brain 
fever  again !     Poor  Laura !    What  is  to  be  done  ?' 
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Charles  was  silent. 

'  It  is  for  want  of  some  one  to  talk  to  liim/  said  Amabel.  *'  I 
know  how  he  broods  over  his  sad  recollections,  and  Bedqlyfie 
must  make  it  so  much  worse.  If  mamma  and  Laura  were  but  at 
home  to  go  to  him,  it  might  save  him,  and  it  would  be  fearful 
for  him  to  have  another  illness,  reduced  as  he  is.  How  I  wish  he 
was  here !' 

*  He  cannot  come,  I  suppose,*  said  Chailes,  '  or  he  would  be 
in  Ireland.' 

'  Yes.  How  well  Guy  knew  when  he  said  it  would  be  worse 
for  him  than  for  me !  How  I  wish  I  could  do  something  now 
to  make  up  for  running  away  from  him  in  Italy.  If  I  was  bat 
atBeddyffe!' 

*  Do  you  really  wish  it  ?'  said  Charles,  suiprised. 
'  Tea,  if  I  could  do  him  any  good.' 

*  Would  you  go  there?' 

*  If  I  had  but  papa  or  mamma  to  go  with  me.' 

*  Do  you  think  I  should  do  as  well  ?' 
•CharHe!' 

*  K  you  think  there  would  be  any  use  in  it,  and  choose  to  take 
the  trouble  of  lugging  me  about  the  country,  I  don't  see  why 
you  should  not.' 

.  'Oh!  Charlie,  how  rerj  kind!  How  thankful  poor  Laura 
will  be  to  you !  I  do  believe  it  will  save  him !'  cried  Amabel, 
eagerly. 

*  But  Amy,' — ^he  paused — *  shall  you  like  to  see  Eedclyffe  ?' 

'  Oh !  that  is  no  matter,'  said  she,  quickly.  '  I  had  rather  see 
after  Philip  than  anything.  I  told  you  how  he  was  made  my 
charge,  you  Imow.  And  Laura !  Only  will  it  not  be  too  tiring 
for  you  r 

*  1  can't  see  how  it  should  hurt  me.  But  I  forget,  what  is  to 
be  done  about  your  daughter  ?' 

*  I  don't  know  what  harm  it  could  do  her,'  said  Amy,  con- 
sidering. '  Mrs.  Greshani  brought  a  baby  of  only  three  months 
old  from  Scotland  the  other  day,  and  she  is  six.  It  surely  can* 
not  hurt  her,  but  we  will  ask  Dr.  Mayeme.' 

'  Mamma  will  never  forgive  us  if  we  don't  take  the  doctor 
into  our  councils.' 

*  Amaud  can  manage  for  us.  We  would  sleep  in  London,  and  go 
on  by  an  early  train,  and  we  can  take  our — ^I  mean  my — caniage, 
for  the  journey  after  the  railroad.  It  would  not  be  too  mudi 
for  you.     How  soon  could  we  go  ?' 

'  The  sooner  the  better,'  said  Charles.  '  If  we  are  to  do  him 
any  good,  it  must  be  speedily,  or  it  will  be  a  case  of  shuttmg  the 
stable-door.     Why  not  to-morrow !' 
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The  project  was  thoroughly  discxissed  that  evening,  but  still 
with  the  feeling  as  if  it  coidd  not  be  real,  and  when  they  parted 
at  night  they  said, — *  We  will  see  how  the  scheme  looks  in  the 
morning.' 

Charles  was  still  wondering  whether  it  was  a  dream,  when  {he 
first  thing  he  heard  in  the  court  below  his  window  was — 

*  Here,  William,  here's  a  note  from  my  lady  for  you  to  take  t^ 
Dr^  Mayeme.' 

*  They  be  none  of  them  ill  ?'  answered  William's  voice. 

.  *  O  no ;  my  lady  has  been  up  this  hour,  and  Mr.  Charles  has 
irung  his  bell.  Stop,  William,  my  lady  said  you  were  to  call  at 
Harris's  and  bring  home  a  Bradshaw,^ 

Beality,  indeed,  thought  Charles,  marvelling  at  his  sister,  and 
his  elastic  spirits  throwing  him  into  the  project  with  a  sort  of 
enjoyment,  partaking  of  the  pleasure  of  being  of  use,  the 
spirit  of  enterprise,  and  the  ^  fun'  of  starting  independently  on 
an  expedition  tmknown  to  aU  the  family. 

He  met  Amabel  with  a  smile  that  showed  both  were  deter- 
mined. He  undertook  to  announce  the  plan  to  his  mother,  and 
fihe  said  she  Would  write  to  tell  Mr.  Markham  that  as  far'  as 
could  be  reckoned  on  two  such  frail  people,  they  would  be  at 
Bedclyfie  the  next  evening,  and  he  must  use  his  own  discretion 
about  giving  Mr.  Morville  the  note  which  she  enclosed. 

Br.  Mayeme  came  in  time  for  breakfast,  and  the  letter  from 
Markham  was  at  once  given  to  him. 

*  A  baddish  state  of  things,  eh,  doctor  ?'  said  Charles.  *  Well, 
what  do  you  think  this  lady  proposes  ?  To  set  off  forthwith, 
both  of  us,  to  take  charge  of  lum.  What  do  you  think  of 
that.  Dr.  Mayeme?' 

'  I  should  say  it  was  the  only  chance  for  him,'  said  the  doctor, 
looking  only  at  the  latter.  ^  Spirits  and  health  reacting  on  each 
other,  I  see  it  plain  enough.  Over-worked  in  parliament,  doing 
nothing  in  moderation,  going  down  to  that  gloomy  old  place, 
dreaming  away  by  himself,  goinc^  just  the  right  way  to  work 
himself  into  another  attack  on  rae  brain,  and  then  he  is  done 
for.  I  don't  know  that  you  could  do  a  wiser  thing  than  go 
to  him,  for  he  is  no  more  fit  to  tell  what  is  good  for  him  than 
a  child.'  So  spoke  the  doctor,  thinking  only  of  the  patient, 
till  looking  up  at  the  pair  he  was  dismissing  to  such  a  charge, 
the  helpless',  crippled  Charles,  unable  to  cross  the  room  without 
crutches,  and  Amabel,  her  delicate  face  and  fragile  figure  in  her 
widow's  mourning,  looking  like  a  thing  to  be  pitied  and  nursed 
with  the  tenderest  care,  with  that  young  child,  too,  he  broke 
off  and  said — *  But  you  don't  mean  you  are  in  earnest  ?' 

*  Never  more  so  in  our  lives,'  said  Charles ;  on  which  Dr. 
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Mayenie  looked  so  wondexixiglj  and  inqmringlj  at  Amabel,  tint 

she  answered, — 

^  Yes,  that  we  are,  if  you  think  it  safe  for  Charles  and  baby.* 

*  Is  there  no  one  else  to  go  ?    What's  become  of  his  sister  ?* 

*  That  would  never  do/  said  Charles ; '  that  is  not  the  question  ;* 
and  he  detailed  their  plan. 

'  Well,  I  don't  see  why  it  should  not  suoceedy'  said  the  doctor, 
'  or  how  you  can  any  of  you  damage  yourselves.* 
'  And  baby?*  said  Amy. 

*  What  should  happen  to  her,  do  you  think  ?'  said  the  doctor, 
with  his  kind,  reassuring  roughness.  ^Unless  you  leave  her 
behind  in  the  carriage,  i  don't  see  what  harm  she  could  come 
to,  and  even  then,  if  you  direct  her  properly,  she  will  come  safe 
to  hand.' 

Amabel  smiled,  and  saying  she  would  fetch  her  to  be  inspected^ 
ran  up-stairs  with  the  light  nimble  step  of  former  days. 

'  There  goes  one  of  the  smallest  editions  of  the  wonders  of 
the  world  V  said  Charles,  covering  a  sigh  with  a  smile^  *  Yoa 
don't  think  it  will  do  her  any  harm  ?' 

^  Not  if  she  wishes  it.  I  have  long  thought  a  change,  a  breaks 
would  be  the  best  thing '  for  her — poor  child ! — ^I  should  have 
sent  her  to  the  seaside  if  you  had  been  more  moveable,  and 
if  I  had  not  seen  every  fuss  about  her  made  it  worse.' 

'  That's  what  I  call  being  a  reasonable  and  valuable  doctor,* 
said  Charles.  '  If  you  had  routed  the  poor  little  thing  out  to 
the  sea,  she  would  nave  only  pined  the  more.  But  suppose  Hhe 
captain  turns  out  too  bad  for  her  management,  for  old  Markham 
seems  in  a  proper  taking  ?' 

'  Hem !    No,  I  don't  expect  it  is  come  to  that.' 

'  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  have  a  head,  if  nothing  else,  and  some 
one  is  wanted.    I'll  write  to  you  according  as  we  find  Philip.' 

The  doctor  was  wanted  for  another  private  interview,  in  which 
to  assure  Amabel  that  there  was  no  danger  for  Charles,  and  then, 
after  promising  to  come  to  Bedclyffe  if  there  was  occasion,  and 
engaging  to  write  and  tell  Mrs.  Edmonstone  they  had  his  con- 
sent, he  departed  to  meet  them  by-and-by  at  the  station,  and  put 
Charles  into  the  carriage. 

A  very  busy  morning  followed ;  Amabel  arranged  household 
afiEairs  as  befitted  the  vice-queen ;  took  care  that  Charles's  com* 
forts  were  provided  for ;  wrote  many  a  note ;  herself  took  down 
Guy's  picture,  and  laid  it  in  her  box,  before  Anne  commenced 
her  packing ;  and  lastly,  walked  down  to  the  village  to  take  leave 
of  Alice  Lamsden. 

Just  as  the  last  hues  of  sunset  were  fading,  on  the  following 
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evening,  Lady  MorviUe  and  Charles  Edmongtone  were  passing 
from  the  moor  into  the  wooded  valley  of  Bedclyffe.  Since 
leaving  Moorworth  not  a  word  had  passed.  Charles  sat  earnestly 
watching  his  sister ;  though  there  was  too  much  crape  in  the 
way  for  him  to  see  her  ^ce,  and  she  was  perfectly  stiU,  so  that 
all  he  could  judge  by  was  the  close,  rigid  clasping  together  of 
the  hands,  resting  on  the  sleeping  infant's  white  mantle.  Each 
spot  recalled  to  him  some  description  of  Guy's,  the  church-tower, 
the  school  with  the  two  large  new  windows,  the  park  wall,  the 
rising  ground  within.  What  was  she  feeling  p  He  did  not  date 
to  adcbess  her,  till,  at  the  lodge-gate,  he  exclaimed — '  There's 
Markham ;'  and,  at  the  same  time,  was  conscious  of  a  feeling 
between  hope  and  fear,  that  this  might  after  all  be  a  fool's  errand, 
and  a  wonder  how  they  and  the  master  of  the  house  would  meet 
if  it  turned  out  that  they  had  taken  fright  without  cause. 

At  his  exclamation,  Amy  leant  forward,  and  beckoned.  Mark- 
ham  came  up  to  the  window,  and  after  the  greeting  on  each  side, 
walked  along  with  his  hand  on  the  door,  as  the  carriage  slowly 
mounted  the  steep  hill,  answering  her  questions,  *  How  is  he  ?' 

*  No  better.  He  has  been  putting  on  leeches,  and  made  him- 
self so  giddy,  that  yesterday  he  could  hardly  stand.' 

*  And  they  have  not  relieved  him  ?' 

'  Not  in  the  least.    I  am  glad  you  are  come,  for  it  has  been 
an  absurd  way  of  going  on.' 
'Is  he  up?' 
'  Yes ;  on  the  sofa  in  the  library.' 

*  Did  you  give  him  my  note  ?'     Does  he  expect  us  P' 

'  No ;  I  went  to  see  about  telling  him  this  morning,  but  found 
him  so  low  and  silent,  I  thought  it  was  better  not.  He  has 
not  opened  a  letter  this  week ;  and  he  might  have  refused  to  see 
you,  as  he  did  Lord  Thomdale,  Besides,  I  didn't  know  how  he 
would  take  my  writing  about  him,  though  if  you  had  not  written, 
I  believe  I  should  have  let  Mrs.  Henley  know  by  this  time.' 

'  There  is  an  escape  for  him,'  murmiured  Charles  to  his  sister. 

*  We  have  done  the  best  in  our  power  to  jeceive  you,'  pro- 
ceeded Markham ;  '  I  hope  you  will  find  it  comfortable,  Lady 
Morville,  but ' 

'  ThaiJc  you,  I  am  not  afraid,'  said  Amy,  smiling  a  little. 

Markham's  eye  was  on  the  little  white  bundle  in  her  lap,  but 
he  did  not  speak  of  it,  and  went  on  with  explanations  about  Mrs. 
Drew  and  Bolton  and  the  sitting-room,  and  tea  being  ready. 

Charles  saw  the  great  red  pUe  of  building  rise  da^k,  gloomy, 
and  haunted-looking  before  them.  The  house  that  should  have 
been  Amabel's!  Guy's  own  beloved  home!  How  could  she 
bear  it?    But  she  was  eagerly  asking  Markham  how  Philip 
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should  be  infonned  of  their  axrival,  and  Markham  was  lookizig' 
perplexed,  and  saying,  that  to  drive  under  the  gateway,  into  the 
paved  court,  woidd  make  a  thundering  sound,  that  he  dreaded 
for  Mr.  Morville.  Could  Mr.  Charles  Edmonstone  cross  the 
court  on  foot  p  Charles  was  ready  to  do  so ;  the  carriage  stopped, 
Amabel  gave  the  baby  to  Anne,  saw  Amaud  help  Charles  out ; 
and  turning  to  Markham,  said,  ^  I  had  better  go  to  him  at  once. 
Arnaud  will  show  my  brother  the  way.' 

'  The  sitting-room,  Amaud,'  said  Markham,  add  walked  on 
fast  with  her,  while  Charles  thought  how  strange  to  see  her  thus 
pass  the  thiHBshold  of  her  husband's  house,  come  thither  to 
relieve  and  comfort  his  enemy. 

She  entered  the  dark-oak  halL  On  one  side  the  light  shone 
cheerfully  from  the  sitting-room,  the  other  doors  were  ail  shut. 
Markham  hesitated,  and  stood  reluctant. 

'  Yes,  you  had  better  tell  him  I  am  here,'  said  she,  in  theToice, 
so  gentle,  that  no  one  perceived  its  resolution. 

Markham  knocked  at  one  of  the  high  heayy  doors,  and  softly 
opened  it.  Amabel  stood  behind  it,  and  looked  into  the  room, 
more  than  half  dark,  without  a  fire,  and  very  large,  gloomy,  and 
cheerless,  in  the  grey  autumn  twilight,  that  just  enabled  her  to 
see  the  white  pillows  on  the  sofa,  and  Philip's  figure  stretched 
out  on  it.  Markham  advanced,  and  stood  doubtful  for  an  instant, 
then  in  extremity,  began — *  Hem !  Lady  Morville  is  come^ 
and ' 

Without  further  delay  she  came  forward,  saying — *  How  are 
you,  Philip  ?' 

He  neither  moved  nor  seemed  surprised,  he  only  said, '  So  yoa 
are  come  to  heap  more  coals  on  my  head.' 

A  thrill  of  terror  came  over  her,  but  she  did  not  show  it,  as 
she  said,  '  I  am  sorry  to  find  you  so  poorly.' 

It  seemed  as  if  before  he  had  taken  her  presence  for  a  dream  ; 
for,  entirely  roused,  he  exclaimed,  in  a  tone  of  great  surprise, 
*  Is  it  you.  Amy  ?'  Then  sitting  up,  *  Why  ?  When  did  you  come 
here?' 

*  Just  now.  We  were  afraid  you  were  ill,  we  heard  a  bad 
account  of  you,  so  we  have  taken  you  by  storm :  Charles,  your 
goddaughter,  and  I,  are  come  to  pay  you  a  visit.' 

*  Charles !  Charles  here  ?'  cried  Philip,  starting  up.  *  Where 
is  he?' 

*  Coming  in,'  said  Amy;  and  Philip,  intent  only  on  hospitality, 
hastened  into  the  hall,  and  met  him  at  the  door,  gave  him  his 
arm  and  conducted  him  where  the  inviting  light  guided  them  to 
the  sitting-room.  The  full  brightness  of  lamp  and  fire  showed 
the  ashy  paleness  of  his  face;  his  hair,  rumpled  with  lying  on 
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the  sofa,  had,  on  the  temples,  acqmred  a  noticeable  tint  of  grey;, 
his  whole  countenance  bore  traces  of  terrible  Buffering;  and 
Amabel  thought  that  eren  at  Becoara  she  had  never  seen  him 
look  mcxre  wretchedly  ill. 

'  How  did  you  come?'  he  asked.  '  It  was  very  kind.  I  hope- 
you  will  be  comfortable.' 

*  We  hare  taken  good  care  of  oursehres,'  said  Amy;    '  I  wrote^ 
to  Mr.  Markham,  for  I  thought  you  were  not  well  enough  to  be 
worried  with  preparations.    We  ought  to  beg  your  pardon  for* 
biealdng  on  you  so  unceremoniously.' 

'  If  any  one  should  be  at  home  here '  said  Philip,  earnestly; 

— ^then  interrupting  himself,  he  shaded  his  eyes  from  the  light, 
^  I  don't  know  how  to  make  you  welcome  enough.  When  did 
you  set  off?' 

'  Yesterday  afternoon,'  said  Chailes ;  • '  we  slept  in  London,  and 
came  on  to-day.' 

^Haye  you  dined?'  said  Philip,  looking  perplexed  to  know- 
where  the  dinner  could  come  from. 

*Yes;  atK ,  thank  you.' 

*  What  will  you  have  ?    I'll  ring  for  Mrs.  Drew.' 

'  No,  thank  you ;  don't  tease  yourself.  Mrs.  Brew  will  take 
care  of  us.  Never  mind;  but  how  bad  yomr  head  is!'  said 
Amabel,  as  he  sat  down  on  the  sofa,  leaning  his  elbow  on  his 
knee,  and  pressing  his  hand  very  hard  on  £s  forehead.  *  You 
must  lie  down  and  keep  quiet,  and  never  mind  us.  We  only 
want  a  Httle  tea.  I  am  just  going  to  take  off  mv  bonnet,  and 
see  what  they  have  done  with  baby,  and  then  I'll  come  dowm 
Pray  lie  stiU  till  then.    Mind  he  does,  Charlie.' 

G^ey  thought  she  was  gone ;  btit  the  next  moment  there  she^ 
was  with  the  two  pillows  from  the  library  sofa,  putting  them 
under  Philip's  head,  and  making  him  comfortable;   while  he». 
overpowered  by  a  fresh  access  of  headache,  had  neither  will  nor 
power  to  object.     She  rang,  asked  for  Mrs.  Drew,  and  went. 

Philip  lay,  with  closed  eyes,  as  if  in  severe  pain :  and  Charles, 
afraid  to  disturb  him,  sat  feeling  as  if  it  was  a  dream.  That  he, . 
with  Amy  and  her  child,  should  be  in  Guy's  home,  so  differently 
from  their  old  plans,  so  very  differently  from  the  way  she  should^ 
have  arrived.  He  looked  round  the  room,  and  everywhere  knew^ 
what  Guy's  taste  had  prepared  for  his  bride — ^piano,  books,  prints^ 
similarities  to  HoUyweU,  all  with  a  fr^h  new  bridal  effect,  inex- 
pressibly melancholy.  They  brought  a  thought  of  the  bright 
eye,  sweet  voice,  light  step,  and  merry  whistle ;  and  as  he  said 
to  himself  '  gone  for  ever,'  he  could  nave  hated  Philip,  but  for 
the  sight  of  his  haggard  features,  grey  hairs,  and  the  deep  lines 
which  at  seven-and-twenty,  sorrow  had  traced  on  his  brow. 

£K2 
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At  length  FhOip  turned  and  looked  up. 

'  Charksy'  he  said, '  I  trust  you  have  not  let  her  run  any  risk.' 

*  No :  we  got  Br.  Majeme's  permission.* 

'  It  is  like  all  the  rest,'  said  Philip,  closing  his  eyes  agmin. 
Presently  he  asked :  ^  How  did  you  know  I  was  not  well  ?' 

'  Markham  said  something  in  a  husiness  letter  that  alarmed 
Amy.  She  wrote  to  inquire,  and  on  his  second  letter  we  thought 
we  had  hetter  come  and  see  after  yon  ourselves.' 

No  more  was  said  till  Amabel  returned.    She  had  made  some 
stay  upstairs,  talking  to  Mrs.  Drew,  who  was  bewildered  between 
surprise,  joy,  and  grief;  looking  to  see  that  all  was  comfortable 
in  GharWs  room,  malong  arrangements  for  the  child,  and  at 
last  relieving  herself  by  a  short  space  of  calm,  to  feel  where  she 
was,  realize  that  this  was  Bedclyffe,  and  whisper  to  her  little  girl 
that  it  was  her  father's  own  home.     She  knew  it  was  the  room 
he  had  destined  for  her;  she  tried,  dark  as  it  was,  to  see  the  view 
of  which  he  had  told  her,  and  looked  up,  over  the  mantel-pieoety 
at  Muller's  engraving  of  St.  John.   Perhaps  that  was  the  hardest 
time  of  all  her  trial,  and  she  felt  as  if,  without  his  child  in  her 
arms,  she  could  never  have  held  up  under  the  sense  of  desolatioii 
that  came  over  her,  left  behind,  while  he  was  in  his  true  home. 
Left,  she  told  herself,  to  finish  the  task  he  had  b^^,  and  to 
become  fit  to  follow  him.     Was  she  not  in  the  midst  of  fulfilling 
his  last  charge,  that  PhUip  should  be  taken  care  of  P    It  was  no 
time  for  giving  way,  and  here  was  his  own  little  messeii^er  €ii 
comfort  looking  up  with  her  sleepy  eyes  to  tell  her  so.    Down 
she  must  go,  and  put  off  '  thinking  herself  into  happiness,'  till 
the  peaceM  time  of  rest ;  and  presently  she  sofbly  re-entered  the 
sitting-room,  bringing  to  both  its  inmates  in  her  very  presence 
such  solace  as  she  little  guessed,  in  her  straightforward  dedre  to 
nurse  Philip,  and  take  care  Charles  was  not  made  uncomfortable. 
That  stately  house  had  probably  never,  since  its  foundation, 
seen  anything  so  home-like  as  Amabel  making  tea  and  waiting 
on  her  two  companions;  both  she  and  Ghanes  pleasing  each 
other  by  enjoying  the  meal,  and  Philip  giving  his  cup  to  be 
fiUed  again  and  again,  and  wondering  why  one  person's  tea 
should  taste  so  unlike  another's. 

He  was  not  equal  to  conversation,  and  Charles  and  Amabd 
were  both  tired,  so  that  tea  was  scarcely  ov^  before  they  parted 
for  the  night ;  and  Amy,  frightened  at  the  height  and  slippmness 
of  the  dark-oak  stairs,  could  not  be  at  peace  till  she  had  seen 
Amaud  help  Charles  safely  up  them,  and  made  him  promise  not 
to  come  down  without  assistance  in  the  morning. 

She  was  in  the  sitting-room  soon  after  nine  next  morning, 
and  found  breakfast  on  one  table,  and  Charles  writing  a  letter  on 
the  other. 
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'  Well,'  said  he,  as  she  kissed  him ;  '  all  right  with  you  and 
little  miss?' 

'  Quite,  thank  jou.    And  are  you  rested  F* 

*  Slept  like  a  top ;  and  what  cUd  you  do  P  Did  you  sleep  like 
a  sensible  woman  P' 

'  Pretty  well,  and  baby  was  yery  good.  Have  you  heard  any* 
thing  of  Philip  P' 

*  Bolton  thmks  him  rather  better,  and  says  he  is  getting  up.' 
'  How  long  have  you  been  up  P' 

'A  long  tmie.  I  told  Amaud  to  catch  Markham  when  he 
came  up,  as  he  always  does  in  a  morning  to  see  after  Philip,  and 
I  have  had  a  conference  with  him  and  Bolton,  so  that  I  can  lay 
the  case  before  Dr.  Mayeme  scientifically.' 

'What  do  you  think  of  itP' 

*  I  think  we  came  at  the  right  time.  He  has  been  getting 
more  and  more  into  work  in  London,  taking  no  exercise,  and  so 
was  pretty  well  knocked  up  when  he  came  here ;  and  this  place  , 
finished  it.  He  tried  to  attend  to  business  about  the  property, 
but  it  always  ended  in  his  head  growing  so  bad,  he  had  to  leave 
all  to  Markham,  who,  by  the  way,  has  been  thoroughly  propi* 
tiated  by  his  anxiety  for  him.  Then  he  gave  up  entirely ;  has 
not  been  out  of  doors,  written  a  note,  nor  seen  a  creature  tiie  last 
fortnight,  but  there  he  has  lain  by  himself  in  the  library,  given 
up  to  all  manner  of  dismal  thoughts  without  a  break.' 

'How  dreadful!'  said  AmabeC  with  tears  in  her  eyes.  '  Then 
he  would  not  see  Mr.  Ashford  P  Surely,  he  could  have  done 
something  for  him.' 

*  I'U  tell  you  what,'  said  Charles,  lowering  his  voice, '  firom 
what  Bolton  says,  I  think  he  had  a  dread  of  worse  than  brain, 
fever.' 

She  shuddered,  and  was  paler,  but  did  not  speak. 

'  I  believe,'  continued  Charles, '  that  it  is  one  half  nervous  and 
the  oppression  of  this  place,  and  the  other  half,  the  over  straining 
of  a  h^  that  was  alr^y  in  a  ticklish  condition.  I  don't  think 
there  was  any  real  danger  of  more  than  such  a  fever  as  he  hadat 
Gorfii,  which  would  probably  have  been  the  death  of  him ;  but  I 
think  he  dreaded  stul  worse,  and  that  his  horror  of  seeing  any 
one,  or  writing  to  Laura,  arose  from  not  knowing  how  &r  he 
could  control  Us  words.' 

'O!  I  am  glad  we  came,'  repeated  Amabel,  pressing  her 
hands  together. 

'He  has  been  doctoring  himself,'  proceeded  Charles;  'and 
probably  has  kept  ofif  the  fever  by  strong  measures,  but,  of 
course,  the  more  he  reduced  his  strength,  the  greater  advantage 
he  gave  to  what  was  simply  low  spirits.    He  must  have  had  a 
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terrible  time  of  it,  and  where  it  woiild  have  ended  I  cannot 
guess ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  most  likely,  now  that  he  is  once 
Toused,  he  will  come  right  again.' 

Just  as  Charles  had  finished  speaking,  he  came  down,  looking 
extremely  ill,  weak,  and  suffering ;  but  calmed,  and  reeling  oa 
that  entire  dependence  on  Amabel  which  had  sprung  up  at 
Becoara. 

She  would  not  let  him  go  baok  to  his  gloomj  libiaiy,  but 
made  him  lie  on  the  sofa,  in  the  sitting-room,  and  sat  there  her- 
self, as  she  thought  a  little  quiet  oonversation  between  her  and 
Charies  would  be  the  best  tlung  for  him.  She  wrote  to  I^ana^ 
and  he  sent. a  message,  for  he  could  not  yet  attempt  to  write; 
and  Charles  wrote  reports  to  his  mother  and  Dr.  Kayeme;  a 
little  talk  now  and  then  going  on  about  family  matters. 

Amabel  asked  Philip  if  he  knew  that  Mr,  Thomdale  waa  at 
Kilcoran. 

'  Yes,'  he  said,  '  he  believed  these  was  a  letter  fixwn  him,  bat 
his  eyes  had  ached  too  much  of  late  to  read.' 

Mrs.  Aahford  sent  in  to  ask  whether  Lady  MorviUe  would 
like  to  see  her*  Amabel's  face  flushed,  and  she  piopoeed  going 
to  her  in  the  libraiy ;  but  Philip,  dialiking  Amy'a  sdisenoe  wan 
than  the  sight  of  a  visitor,  b^;ged  she  might  come  to  the  aittiag- 
room.     . 

The  Ashfords  had  been  gurprised  beyond  measure  at.  the 
tidings  that  Lady  Morville  had  actually  come  to  B>edcly&,  and 
had  been  very  slow  to  believe  it ;  but  whexx  ccmvinoed  by  Ma^* 
ham's  own  testimony,  Mrs.  Ashford's  first  idea  had  been  to  go 
and  see  if  she  could  be  any  help  to  tibue  poor  young  thing  in  that 
flieat  desolate  house,  whidier  Mrs.  Ashford  had  not  be^,  sinee^ 
just  a  year  ago,  Markham  had  conducted  her  to  admire  his  pre- 
parations. There  was  much  anxiety,  too,  about  Mi,  Mornlle, 
of  whose  condition  Markham  had  bei^  making  a  great  mystery, 
and  on  her  return,  Mr.  Ashford  was  very  eager  for  her  r^ort. 

Mr.  Morville,  she  said,  did  look  and  seem  very  £u>  from  welli 
but  Lady  Morville  had  told  her  they  hoped  it  was  chiefly  from 
over  fatigue,  and  that  rest  would  soon  restore  him.  Lady  Mor* 
viUe  heraelf  was  a  fragile  delicate  creature,  very  sweet  looking 
Imt  so  gentle  and  shrinking,  apparently,  i^at  it  gave  the  im< 
pression  of  her  having  no  character  at  all,  not  what  Mrs.  Ash- 
fold  would  have  expected  Sir  Guy  to  choose.  She  had  spoken 
Teiy  little,  and  the  chief  of  the  conversion  had  been  sustained 
by  her  brother. 

'  I  was  very  much  taken  with  that  young  Mr*  Edmonstona,* 
aaid  Mrs.  Aahford ; '  he  is  about  three-and-twenty,  sadly  cr^>ple4 
but  with  such  a  pleasing,  animated  fiiuse,  and   so  extiomelj 
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agreeable  and  sensible,  I  do  not  wonder  at  Sir  Quj's  enthusiastic 
way  of  talking  of  him.  I  could  ahnost  fancy  it  was  admiration 
of  the  brother  transferred  to  the  sister.' 

^  Then  after  all  you  are  disappointed  in  her,  and  don't  lament, 
like  Markham,  that  she  is  not  mistress  here  ?' 

'No :  I  wont  say  I  am  disappointed ;  she  is  a  vexy  sweet  crea- 
ture. O  yes,  very !  but  far  too  soft  and  helpless  for  such  a 
charge  as  this  property,  unless  she  had  her  father  or  brother  to 
help  her.  But  I  must  tell  you  that  she  took  me  to  see  her  baby, 
a  nice  little  lively  thing,  poor  httle  dear !  and  when  we  were 
alone,  she  spoke  rather  more,  begged  me  to  send  her  godson  to 
see  her,  thanked  me  for  coming,  but  crying  stopped  her  from 
saying  more.  I  could  grow  very  fond  of  her.  No,  I  don't 
wonder  at  him,  for  there  is  a  great  charm  in  anything  so  soft 
and  dependent.' 

Decidedly,  Mary  Boss  had  been  right  when  she  said,  that 
except  Sir  Ghiy,  there  was  no  one  so  difficult  to  know  as  Amy. 

In  the  afternoon,  Charles  insisted  on  Amabel's  going  out  for 
fresh  air  and  exercise,  and  she  liked  the  idea  of  a  solitary  wander- 
ing; but  Philip,  to  her  sturprise,  offered  to  come  with  her, 
and  she  was  too  glad  to  see  him  exert  himself,  to  r^ret  the 
musings  she  had  hoped  for ;  so  out  they  went,  after  opening  the 
window  to  give  Charles  what  he  called  an  airing,  and  he  said, 
that  in  addi^on  he  should  '  hirple  about  a  little  to  explore  the 
ground-floor  of  the  house.' 

'We  must  contriye  some  way  for  him  to  drive  out,'  said 
Philip,  as  he  crossed  the  court  with  Amabel;  'and  you  too* 
There  is  no  walk  here,  but  up  hill  or  down.' 

Up  hill  they  went,  along  the  path  leading  up  the  green  slope, 
from  which  the  salt  wind  blew  refreshingly.  In  a  few  minu^, 
Amabel  found  herself  on  a  spot  which  thnlled  her  all  over. 

There  lay  before  her  Ouy's  own  Redclyffe  bay ;  the  waves 
lifting  their  crests  and  breaking,  the  surge  resounding,  the  sea- 
birds  skimming  round,  the  Shag  Bock  dark  and  rugged,  the> 
scene  which  seemed  above  all  the  centre  of  his  home  affections, 
which  he  had  so  longed  to  show  her,  that  it  had  cost  him  an 
effi>rt  on  his  death-b^  to  resign  the  hope ;  the  leaping  waves ' 
that  he  said  he  would  not  clumge  for  the  white-headed  moun- 
tains. And  now  he  was  lying  among  those  southern  mountains, 
and  she  stood  in  the  spot  where  he  had  loved  to  think  of  seeing 
her ;  and  with  Philip  by  her  side.  His  sea,  his  own  dear  sea, 
the  vision  of  which  had  cheered  his  last  day,  like  the  face  of  a 
dear  old  friend ;  his  sea,  rippling  and  glancing  on,  unknowing 
that  the  eyes  that  had  loved  it  so  well  would  gaze  on  it  no  more ; 
the  wind  that  he  had  longed  for  to  cool  his  fevered  brow,  the 
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rock  which  had  been  like  a  playmate  in  his  boyhood,  and  where 
he  had  perilled  his  life,  and  rescued  bo  many.  It  was  one  of  the 
seasons  when  a  whole  fi:a8h  of  fresh  perceptions  of  his  feelings, 
like  a  new  meeting  with  himself,  would  come  on  her,  her  best  of 
joys ;  and  there  she  stood,  gazing  fixedly,  her  black  veil  flatto* 
ing  in  the  wind,  and  her  hands  pressed  dose  together,  till  Philip, 
little  knowing  what  the  sight  was  to  her,  shivered,  saying  it 
was  very  cold  and  windy,  and  without  hesitation  she  turned  away, 
feeling  that  now  Bedclyffe  was  precious  indeed. 

She  brought  her  mind  back  to  listen,  while  Philip  was  consi- 
dering of  means  of  taking  Charles  out  of  doors ;  he  supposed 
there  might  be  some  vehicle  about  the  place ;  but  he  thought 
there  was  no  horse.  Very  unlike  was  this  to  the  exact  I^imp. 
The  great  range  of  stables  was  before  them,  where  the  Morvilles 
had  been  wont  to  lodge  their  horses  as  sumptuously  as  them** 
selves,  and  Amabel  proposed  to  go  and  see  what  they  could  find; 
but  nothing  was  there  but  emptiness,  till  they  came  to  a  pony 
in  one  stall,  a  goat  in  another,  and  one  wheelbarrow  in  the 
ooach-house. 

On  leaving  it,  under  the  long-sheltered  sunny  wall,  they  came 
in  sight  of  a  meeting  between  the  baby  taking  the  air  in  Anne's^ 
arms,  and  Markham,  who  had  been  hovering  about  all  day, 
anidous  to  know  how  matters  were  going  on.  His  back  was 
towards  them,  so  that  he  was  unconscious  of  their  approadi, 
and  they  saw  how  he  spoke  to  Anne,  looked  fixedly  at  the  child, 
made  her  laugh,  and  finally  took  her  in  his  arms,  as  he  had  so 
often  carried  her  father,  studying  earnestly  her  little  face.  As 
soon  as  he  saw  them  coming,  he  hastily  gave  her  back  to  Anne, 
as  if  ashamed  to  be  thus  caught,  but  he  was  obliged  to  grunt 
and  put  his  hand  up  to  his  shaggy  eyelashes,  before  he  could 
answer  Amabel's  greeting. 

He  could  hardly  believe  his  eyes,  that  here  was  Mr.  MorviDe, 
who  yesterday  was  scarce^  able  to  raise  his  head  from  the 
pillow,  and  could  attend  to  nothing.  He  could  not  think  what 
Lady  Morville  had  done  to  him,  when  he  heard  him  inquiring 
and  making  arrangements  about  sending  for  a  pony  carriage, 
appearing  thoroughly  roused,  and  the  dread  of  being  seen  or 
spoken  to  entirely  passed  away.  Markham  was  greatly  rejoiced, 
for  Mr.  Morville's  illness,  helplessness,  and  dependence  upoa 
himself,  had  softened  and  won  him  to  regard  him  kindly  aa 
nothing  else  would  have  done ;  and  his  heart  was  entirely  grained 
when,  after  they  had  wished  him  good  bye,  he  saw  Philip  and 
Amabel  walk  on,  overtake  Anne,  Amy  take  the  baby  and  hold 
her  up  to  Philip,  who  looked  at  her  with  the  same  earnest  inte- 
rest.   Prom  thenceforward  Markham  knew  that  BeddyfPe  ^ 


TEO:  HEIR  OF  R£DCLTFFK'  505 

nothing  bnt  a  burden  to  Mr.  Morville,  and  he  could  bear  to  see 
it  in  his  possession,  since,  like  himself,  he  seemed  to  regard  Sir 
Guy's  daughter  like  a  disinherited  princess. 

This  short  walk  fatigued  Philip  thoroughly.  He  slept  till 
dinner-time,  and  when  he  awoke  said  it  was  the  first  refireshing 
dreamless  deep  he  had  had  for  weeks.  His  head  was  much 
better,  and  at  dinner  he  had  something  like  an  appetite. 

It  was  altogether  a  day  of  refreshmeut,  and  so  were  the  ensu- 
ing ones.  Each  day  Philip  became  stronger,  and  resumed  more 
of  his  usual  habits.  From  writing  a  few  lines  in  Amabel's  daily 
letter  to  Laura,  he  proceeded  to  filling  the  envelope,  and  from 
being  put  to  sleep  by  Charles's  reading,  to  reading  aloud  the 
whole  evening  himself.  The  pony  carnage  was  set  up,  and  he 
drove  Charles  out  every  day,  Amabel  being  then  released  from 
attending  him,  and  fiee  to  enjoy  herself  in  her  own  way  in 
rambles  about  the  house  and  park,  and  discoveries  of  the  old 
haunts  she  knew  so  weU  by  description. 

She  early  found  her  way  to  Guy's  own  room,  where  she  would 
walk  up  and  down  with  her  child  in  her  arms,  talking  to  her, 
and  holding  up  to  her  to  be  admired,  the  treasures  of  his  boyhood, 
that  Mrs.  Drew  delighted  to  keep  in  order.  One  day,  when 
alone  in  the  sitting-room,  she  thought  of  trying  the  piano  he 
had  chosen  for  her.  It  was  locked,  but  the  key  was  on  her  own 
split-ring,  where  he  had  put  it  for  her  the  day  he  returned 
from  London.  She  opened  it,  and  it  so  happened,  that  the  first 
note  she  struck  remiuded  her  of  one  of  the  peculiarly  sweet  and 
deep  tones  of  Guy's  voice.  It  was  fike  awiddng  its  echo  again, 
and  as  it  died  away,  she  hid  her  face  and  wept.  But  from  that 
time  the  first  thing  she  did  when  her  brother  and  cousin  were 
out,  was  always  to  bring  down  her  little  girl,  and  play  to  her, 
watching  how  she  enjoyed  the  music. 

Little  Maiy  prospered  in  the  sea  air,  gained  colour,  took  to 
springing  and  laughing ;  and  her  intelligent  lively  way  of  look- 
ing about  brou^t  out  continually  more  likeness  to  her  father. 
Amabel  herself  was  no  longer  drooping  and  pining ;  her  step 
grew  light  and  elastic ;  a  sluuie  of  pink  returned  to  her  cheek, 
and  the  length  of  walk  she  could  take  was  wonderful,  consider- 
ing  her  wes^ess  in  the  summer.  Every  day  she  stood  on  the 
diff  and  looked  at  *  Guy's  sea,'  before  setting  out  to  visit  the 
cottages,  and  hear  the  fond  rough  recoUections  of  Sir  Ghiy,  or  to 
wander  far  away  into  the  woods  or  on  the  moor,  and  find  the  way 
to  the  places  he  had  loved.  One  day,  when  Philip  and  Charl^ 
came  in  from  a  drive,  the^  overtook  her  in  the  court,  her  cloak 
over  her  arm,  her  crape  limp  with  spray,  her  cheeks  brightened 
to  a  rosy  glow  by  the  wind,  and  a  real  smile  as  she  looked  up  to 
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them.  When  Charles  was  on  his  sofa,  she  stooped  over  him  ftnd 
whispered,  '  James  and  Ben  Bohinson  have  taken  me  oat  to  the 
Shag!' 

She  saw  Mr.  Wellwood,  and  heard  a  good  aceonnt  of  Coombe 
Prior.  She  made  great  friends  with  the  Ashfords,  especiallj 
little  Laey  and  the  baby.  She  delighted  in  visits  to  the  cottages, 
and  Charles  every  day  wondered  where  was  the  droopmg  dejec- 
tion that  she  could  not  shake  off  at  home.  She  womd  have 
■aid  that  in  Guy's  own  home,  Hhe  joy'  had  come  to  her,  no 
longer  in  fitful  gleams  and  held  by  an  effort  for  a  moment,  but 
steadily  brightening.  She  missed  him  indeed,  but  the  power  ot 
finding  rest  in  loolong  forward  to  meeting  him,  the  pleasure  of 
dwelling  on  the  days  he  had  been  with  her,  and  the  satisfaction 
of  doing  his  work  for  the  present,  had  made  a  happness  for  ho-, 
and  still  in  him,  quiet,  grave,  and  subdued,  but  happiness  likely 
to  bloom  more  and  more  brightly  throughout  her  life.  The 
anniversary  of  his  death  was  indeed  a  day  of  tears,  but  the  tears 
were  blessed  ones,  and  she  was  more  full  of  the  feeling  that  bad 
sustained  her  on  that  morning,  than  she  had  been  through  all 
the  year  before. 

Charles  and  Philip,  meanwhile,  proceeded  excellently  together, 
each  very  anxious  for  the  comfort  of  the  other.  Philip  was  a 
good  deal  overwhelmed  at  first  by  the  quantity  of  business  on 
his  hands,  and  setting  about  it  while  his  head  was  still  weak, 
would  have  smously  hurt  himself  again,  if  Charles  had  not 
come  to  his  helpj  worked  with  a  thorough  good  will,  great 
deamess  and  acuteness,  and  surprised  Philip  by  his  devemess 
and  perseverance.  He  was  elated  at  being  of  so  much  use ;  and 
begged  to  be  considered  for  the  future  as  Philip*s  private  secre- 
tanr,  to  which  the  only  objection  was,  that  his  handwriting  was 
as  bad  as  Philip's  was  good ;  but  it  was  an  arrangement  so  much 
to  the  benefit  of  both  parties,  that  it  was  gladly  made.  Philip 
was  very  grateful  for  such  valuable  assistance;  and  Charl^ 
amused  himself  with  triumphing  in  his  impoftanoe,  when  be 
should  flit  in  state  on  his  so&  at  Hollywell,  surrounded  with 
blue-books,  getting  up  the  statistics  for  some  magnificent  speech 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Moorworth. 

In  the  meantime,  Charles  and  Amabel  saw  no  immediate 
prospect  of  their  party  returning  j&om  Ireland,  and  thought  it 
best  to  remain  at  Bedclyffe,  since  Philip  had  so  much  to  do 
there;  and  besides,  events  were  occurring  at  Kilcoran  which 
would  have  prevented  his  visit,  even  without  his  illness. 

One  of  the  first  drives  that  Charles  and  Philip  took,  afber  the 
latter  was  equal  to  any  exertion,  was  to  Thomdale.  There 
Charles  was  much  amuaed  by  the  manner  in  which  Philip  ^ 
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received,  and  he  himself,  for  his  sake ;  and  as  he  said  to  Amabel 
on  his  return,  there  was  no  question  now,  that  the  bkme  of 
spoiling  Phi%  did  not  solelj  rest  at  HoUjwelL 

Fincung  oidy  Lad  j  Thomdale  at  home,  and  hearing  that  Lord 
Thomdale  was  in  the  grounds,  Philip  went  out  to  look  for  him, 
leaving  Charles  on  the  sofii,  undw  her  ladyship's  care.  Charles, 
with  a  little  eza^eration,  professed  that  he  had  never  been  so  flat^ 
teredin  his  whole  life,  as  he  waa  by  the  Compliments  that  reflected 
on  him  as  the  future  bcother^in-law  of  Phihp ;  and  that  he  had 
really  begun  to  think  even  Laura  not  half  sensible  enough  of 
her  own  happiness.  Lady  Thomdale  afterwards  proceeded  to 
inquiries  about  the  De  Courey  &mily,  especially  Lady  Eveleen  * 
and  Charles,  enli^tened  by  Charlotte,  t(x>k  delight  in  giving  a 
i>rilliant  description  of  his  cousin's  charms,  for  which  he  wais 
rewarded  by  very  plain  intimations  of  the  purpose  for  which  her 
son  James  was  gone  to  Ejloosan. 

On  talking  the  visit  over,  as  they  drove  home,  Charles  asked 
Philip  if  he  had  guessed  at  his  fdinid's  intentions*  '  Yes,'  he 
answered. 

*  Then  you  never  took  the  credit  of  it.  Why  did  you  not 
tdlusF 

'  I  knew  it  from  himself,  in  confidence.' 

'  Oh !'  said  Charles,  amusing  himself  with  the  notion  of  the 
young  man's  dutifully  asking  the  permission  of  his  companion, 
unshaken  in  alliance  though  the  staff  ^might  be  broken^  and 
the  book  drowned  deeper  than  did  ever  plummet  sound.  Philip 
spoke  no  more,  and  Charles  would  ask  no  more,  for  Philip's  own 
affiurs  of  the  kind  were  not  sttch  as  to  encourage  talking  of  other 
people's.  No  explanation  was  needed  why  he  should  now  pro* 
mote  an  attachment  which  he  had  strongly  di6applx>ved  while 
James  Thomdale  was  still  in  the  army. 

A  day  or  two  after,  however,  came  a  letter  from  Charlotte, 
bringing  further  news,  at  which  Charles  was  so  amaced,  that  he 
could  not  help  communicating  it  at  once  to  his  companions, 

'  So !  Eveleen  wont  have  him  I' 

'WhatP'  exchumedboth. 

'Tou  don't  mean  that  she  has  refused  Thomdale?'  said 
Philip. 

'  Even  so !'  said  Charles.  '  Charlotte  says  he  is  gone.  '  Poor 
Mr.  Thomdale  left  us  this  morning,  after  a  day  of  private  oon^^ 
ftiences,  in  which  he  seems  to  have  had  no  satisfaction,  foi^  his 
resolute  dignity  and  determination  to  be  agreeable  all  the 
evening  were' — ^ahem — *  were  great.  Mabel  cannot  get  at  any 
of  the  real  reasons  from  Eveleen,  though  I  think  I  could  help 
her,  but  I  can't  tell  you.'  ' 
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*  Charlotte  means  mischief/  said  Charles,  as  he  conduded. 

*  I  am  very  sony !'  said  Philip.  '  I  did  think  Lady  Eveleen 
would  have  heen  able  to  estimate  Thomdale.  It  will  be  a  great 
disappointment — ^the  inclination  has  been  of  long  standing. 
Poor  Thomdale!' 

'  It  would  have  been  a  yeiy  good  thing  for  Era,'  said  Amabel . 

*  Mr.  Thomdale  is  such  a  sensible  man.' 

*  And  I  thought  his  steady  sense  just  what  was  wanting  to 
bring  out  all  her  good  qualities  that  are  running  to  waste  in  that 
irre^ilar  home/  said  Philip.    '  What  can  have  possessed  her  ?* 

'Ay!  something  must  haye  possessed  her,'  said    Gharies. 

*  Eva  was  always  ready  to  be  fallen  in  love  with  on  the  shortest 
notice,  and  if  tiiere  was  not  something  prior  in  her  imagination, 
Thomdale  would  not  have  had  much  difficulty.  By-the-bj,  de- 
pend upon  it,  'tis  the  tutor.' 

Philip  looked  a  little  startled,  but  instantly  reassuring  himsdi^ 
said, — 

'€^ige  Fielder?    Impossible!    Tou  have  never  seen  him !* 

^  Ah  I  don't  you  remember  her  description  P'  said  Amy,  in  a 
low  voice,  rather  sadly. 

'  The  very  reason.  Amy,'  said  Charles ;  '  it  showed  that  he 
had  attracted  her  fancy.' 

Philip  smiled  a  little  incredulously. 

'Ay!'  said  Charles,  'you  may  smile,  but  you  handsome  men 
can  little  appreciate  the  attractiveness  of  an  interesting  uglineas. 
It  is  the  way  to  be  looked  at  in  the  end.  Mark  my  words,  it  is 
the  tutor.' 

'  I  hope  not !'  said  Philip,  as  if  shaken  in  his  confidence. 
^  Any  way  it  is  a  bad  affair.  I  am  very  much  ooncemed  for 
Thomdale.' 

So  sincerely  concerned,  that  his  head  began  to  ache  in  the 
midst  of  some  writing.  He  was  obliged  to  leave  it  to  Charles  to 
finish,  and  go  out  to  walk  with  Amy. 

Amabel  came  in  before  him,  and  began  to  talk  to  Charles 
about  his  great  vexation  at  his  friend's  disappointment. 

'  I  am  ahnost  sorry  you  threw  out  that  hint  about  Mr.  Fidder,' 
said  she.    '  Don't  you  remember  how  he  was  recommended  ?' 

'Ah!  I  had  forgotten  it  was  Philip's  doing;  a  bit  of  his  spirit 
of  opposition,'  said  Charles.  'Were  not  the  boys  to  have  gone 
to  Coombe  Prior?' 

'Yes,'  said  Amabel,  'that  is  the  thing  that  seems  to  hare 
made  him  so  unhappy  about  it.  I  am  sure  I  hope  it  is  not 
trae,'  she  added,  considering,  '  for,  Charlie,  you  must  know  that 
Guy  had  an  impression  agi£ist  him.' 

'  Had  he  P'  said  Charles,  anxiously. 
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'  It  was  only  an  impresBion,  nothing  he  could  accuse  him  of, 
or  mention  to  Lord  Kilcoran.  He  would  have  told  no  one  hut 
me,  hut  he  had  seen  something  of  him  at  Oxford,  and  thought 
him  full  of  conyersatioui  very  clever,  only  not  the  sort  of  talk  he 
liked.' 

'  I  don't  like  that.  Charlotte  concurs  in  testifying  to  Kis 
agreeahleness ;  and  in  the  dearth  of  intellect,  I  should  not 
wonder  at  Eva's  taking  up  with  him.  He  would  he  a  straw  to 
the  drowning.     It  looks  dangerous.' 

They  were  very  anxious  for  further  intelligence,  hut  received 
none,  except  that  Philip  had  a  letter  from  his  friend,  on  which 
his  only  comment  was  a  deep  sigh,  and  ^  Poor  Thomdale !  She 
little  Imows  what  she  has  thrown  away !'  Letters  from  Kilcoran 
became  rare ;  Laura  scarcely  wrote  at  all  to  Philip,  and  though 
Mrs.  Edmonstone  wrote  as  usual,  she  did  not  notice  the  subject; 
while  Charlotte's  gravity  and  constraint,  when  she  did  achieve  a 
letter  to  Charles,  were  in  such  contrast  to  her  usual  free  and 
would-be  satirical  style,  that  such  eyes  as  her  brother's  could 
hardly  fail  to  see  that  something  was  on  her  mind. 

So  it  went  on  week  after  week,  Charles  and  Amabel  wondering 
when  they  should  ever  have  any  notice  to  go  home,  and  wluS 
their  family  could  be  doing  in  Ireland.  Oct(K>er  had  given  place 
to  November,  and  more  than  a  week  of  November  had  passed,  and 
here  they  still  were,  without  anything  like  real  tidings. 

At  last  came  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  wluch  Amabel 
could  not  read  without  one  little  cry  of  surprise  and  dismay,  and 
then  had  some  difficulty  in  announcing  its  contents  to  Philip. 

Eiloonn,  Not.  6Ul 
My  deabxst  Amy, — Tou  will  be  extremely  surprised  at  what 
I  have  to  tell  you,  and  no  less  grieved.  It  has  been  a  most  un- 
pleasant, disgraceful  business  from  beginning  to  end,  and  the  only 
comfort  in  it  to  us  is  the  great  discretion  and  firmness  that 
Charlotte  has  shown.  I  had  better,  however,  begin  at  the  b^ 
ginning,  and  tell  you  the  history  as  far  as  I  understand  it  myself. 
You  know  that  Mr.  James  Thomdale  has  been  here,  andperhape 
you  know  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  offer  to  Eveleen. 
Every  one  was  much  surprised  at  her  refusing  him,  and  still  more 
when,  after  much  prevarication,  it  came  out  that  the  true  motive 
was  her  attachment  to  Mr.  Fielder,  the  tutor.  It  appeared  that 
they  had  been  secretly  engaged  for  some  weeks,  ever  since  they 
had  perceived  Mr.  Thomdale's  intentions,  and  not,  as  it  was  in 
poor  Laura's  case,  an  unavowed  attachment,  but  an  absolute  en- 
ggement.  And  fancy  Eva  justifying  it  by  Laura's  example! 
There  was  of  course  great  anger  and  confusion.    Lord  Kilcoran 
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was  furious,  poor  Ladj  Kilcoraa  had  nervous  attacks,  the  gentle- 
man was  dismissed  from  the  house,  and  supposed  to  be  gone  to 
England,  Era  shed  abundance  of  tears,  but  after  a  great  deal  of 
vehemence  she  appeared  subdued  and  submissive.     We  were  all 
very  sorry  for  her,  as  there  is  much  that  is  very  agreeable  and 
likely  to  attract  her  in  Mr.  Fielder,  and  she  always  had  too  much 
mind  to  be  wasted  in  such  a  life  as  she  leads  here.     It  seemed  mi 
if  Laura  was  a  comfort  to  her,  and  Lady  Kilcoran  was  very  anxious 
we  should  stay  as  long  as  possible.    This  was  all  about  three 
weeks  or  a  month  ago ;  Eva  was  recovering  her  spirits,  and  I  was 
just  beginning  a  letter  to  tell  you  we  hoped  to  be  at  home  in 
another  week,  when  Charlotte  came  into  my  room  in  great  dis- 
tress to  tell  me  that  Eveleen  and  Mr.  Fielder  were  on  the  verge 
of  a  mn-away  marriage.     Charlotte  had  been  coming  back  alone 
from  a  visit  to  grandmamma,  and  going  down  a  path  out  of  the 
direct  way  to  recal  Bustle,  who  had  run  off,  she  said,  as  if  he 
scented  mischief,  came,  to  her  great  astonishment,  on  Eveleen 
walking  arm-in-arm  with  Mr.  Fielder !     Charlie  will  fancy  how 
Charlotte  looked  ab  them !    They  shuffled,  and  tried  to  explam  it 
away,  but  Charlotte  was  too  acute  for  them,  or  rather,  she  held 
statdily  to  '  be  that  as  it  may.  Lord  Eilconm  ought  to  know  it.* 
They  tried  to  frighten  her  with  the  horrors  of  b^raying  secrets, 
but  she  said  none  had  been  confided  to  her,  and  mamma  would 
judge.    They  tried  to  persuade  her  it  was  the  way  of  all  lovers, 
and  appealed  to  Laura's  example,  but  there  little  Charlotte  was 
less  to  be  shaken  than  on  any  point.     '  I  did  not  think  them 
worthy  to  hear  their  names,'  she  said  to  me, '  but  I  told  them, 
that  I  had  seen  that  the  truest  and  deepest  of  love  had  a  horror 
of  all  that  was  like  wrong,  and  as  to  Philip  and  Laura,  they  little 
knew  what  they  had  sujffietred ;  besides,  theirs  was  not  half  so  bad.'  I 
verily  believe  these  were  the  veiy  words  she  used  to  them.     At 
last  Eva  threw  herself  on  her  mercy,  and  b^ged  so  vehemently 
that  she  would  only  wait  another  day,  that  she  suspected,  and, 
with  sharpness  very  like  Charlie's,  forced  from  Eva  that  they  weare 
to  marry  the  next  morning.     Then  she  said  it  would  be  a  greet 
deal  better  that  they  should  abuse  her  and  call  her  a  spy  thim  do 
what  they  would  repent  of  all  their  lives ;  she  begged  Eva's  panloii, 
and  cried  so  much  that  Eva  was  in  hopes  she  would  relent,  and 
then  came  straight  to  me,  very  unhappy,  and  not  in  the  least 
triumphant  in  her  discovery.    You  can  gueea  what  a  dreadful 
afternoon  we  had,  I  don't  i^ink  any  one  was  more  miserable  than 
poor  Charlotte,  who  stayed  shut  up  in  my  room  all  day,  dreading 
the  sight  of  any  one,  and  expecting  to  be  universally  called  a 
traitor.    The  end  was,  that  after  much  storming,  Lord  Kikoran, 
finding  Eveleen  determined,  and  anxious  to  save  her  the  discredit 
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of  an  elopement,  has  agreed  to  receive  Mr.  Fielder,  and  tbey  are 
to  be  married  from  tlus  honBe  on  the  6th  of  December,  though 
what  they  are  to  live  upon  no  one  can  guess.  The  Eilcorans  are 
very  anxious  to  put  the  best  face  on  the  matter  possible,  and  have 
persuaded  us,  for  the  sake  of  the  family,  to  stay  for  the  wedding; 
indeed,  poor  Lady  Kilcoran  is  so  completely  overcome,  that  I 
hardly  like  to  leave  her  till  this  is  over.  How  unpleasant  the 
state  of  thinffs  in  the  house  is  no  one  can  imagine,  and  venr,  very 
glad  shall  I  be  to  get  back  to  Hollywell  and  my  Amy  and  Charlie. 
Dearest  Amy, 

Your  most  affectionate, 

L.  Edmonstoite. 

The  news  was  at  length  told,  and  Philip  was  indeed  thunder- 
struck at  this  fresh  consequence  of  his  interference.  It  threatened 
at  first  to  overthrow  his  scarcely  recovered  spirits,  and  but  for  the 
presence  of  his  guests,  it  seemed  as  if  it  might  have  brought  on  a 
renewal  of  the  state  from  which  they  had  restored  him. 

'  Yes,'  said  Charles  to  Amy,  when  they  talked  it  over  alone. 
*  It  seems  as  if  good  people  could  do  wrong  with  less  impunity 
than  others.  It  is  rather  like  the  saying  al^ut  fools  and  angels. 
Light-minded  people  see  the  sin,  but  not  the  repentance,  so  they 
imitate  the  one  without  being  capable  of  the  other.  Here  are 
Philip  and  Laura  finishing  off  like  the  end  of  a  novel,  fortune  and 
all,  and  setting  a  very  bad  example  to  the  world  in  general.' 

'  As  the  world  cannot  see  below  the  surface,'  said  Amy,  *  how 
distressed  Laura  must  be !  You  see,  mamma  does  not  say  one 
word  about  her.' 

Philip  had  not  much  peace  till  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Thorn- 
dale,  who  was  going  at  once  to  Germany,  not  liking  to  return  home 
to  meet  the  condolences.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  had  nearly  the  whole 
correspondence  of  the  family  on  her  hands ;  for  neither  of  her 
daughters  liked  to  write,  and  she  gave  the  description  of  the 
various  uncomfortable  scenes  that  took  place.  Lord  de  Courcy's 
stem  and  enduring  displeasure,  and  his  father's  fast  subsiding 
violence ;  Lady  Kilcoran's  distress,  and  the  yoimger  girls'  excite- 
ment and  amusement ;  but  she  said  she  thought  the  very  proper 
and  serious  way  in  which  Charlotte  viewed  it,  would  keep  it  from 
doing  them  much  harm,  provided,  as  was  much  to  be  feared,  Lord 
Kilcoran  did  not  end  by  keeping  the  pair  always  at  home,  hving 
upon  him  till  Mr.  Fielder  could  get  a  situation.  In  fact,  it  was 
difficult  to  know  what  other  means  there  were  of  providing  for 
them. 

At  last  the  wedding  took  place,  and  Mrs.  Edmonstone  wrote  a 
letter,  divided  between  indignation  at  the  foolish  display  that  had 
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attended  it,  and  satisfaction  at  being  able  at  length  to  fix  the  day 
for  the  meeting  at  Holl^well.  No  one  could  guess  how  she 
longed  to  be  at  home  agam,  and  to  be  once  more  with  Charlie. 

Nor  were  Charles  and  Amabel  less  ready  to  go  home,  though 
they  could  both  truly  say  that  they  had  much  enjoyed  their  stay 
at  Beddyffe.  Philip  was  to  come  with  them,  and  it  was  privatelj 
agreed  that  he  shomd  return  to  Bedclyffe  no  more  till  he  couUL 
bring  Laura  with  him  Amabel  had  talked  of  her  sister  to  Mrs. 
Ashford,  and  done  much  to  smooth  the  way ;  and  even  on  the 
last  day  or  two,  held  a  few  consultations  with  Philip,  as  to  the 
arrangements  that  Laura  would  like.  One  thing,  however,  she 
must  ask  for  her  own  pleasure.  '  Philip,'  said  she, '  you  must 
let  me  have  this  piano.' 

His  answer  was  by  look  and  gesture. 

'  And  I  want  very  much  to  ask  a  question,  Philip.  "Will  you 
tell  me  which  is  Sir  Hugh's  picture?' 

'  You  have  been  sitting  opposite  to  it  every  day  at  dinner.' 

<  That  ?'  exclaimed  Amy.  '  From  what  1  heard,  I  fully  ex- 
pected to  have  known  Sir  Hugh's  in  a  moment ;  and  I  often 
looked  at  that  one,  but  I  never  could  see  more  likeness  than  there 
is  in  almost  all  the  pictures  about  the  house.' 

She  went  at  once  to  study  it  again,  and  wondered  .more. 

'  I  have  seen  him  sometmdes  look  like  it ;  but  it  is  not  at  all 
the  strong  likeness  I  expected.' 

Philip  stood  silently  gazing,  and  certainly  the  countenance  he 
recalled,  pleading  with  him  to  desist  from  his  wilfulness,  and 
bending  over  him  in  his  sickness,  was  fjar  unlike  in  expression  to 
the  fiery  youth  before  him.  In  a  few  moments  more,  Amabel 
had  run  up  stairs,  and  brought  down  Mr.  Shene's  portrait. 
There  was  proved  to  be  more  resemblance  than  either  of  them 
had  at  first  sight  credited.  The  form  of  the  forehead,  nose,  and 
short  upper  lip  were  identical,  so  were  the  sharply-defined  black 
eye-brows,  the  colour  of  the  eyes ;  and  the  way  of  standing  in 
both  had  a  curious  similarity ;  but  the  expression  was  so  entirely 
different,  that  strict  comparison  alone  proved,  that  Guy's  ani- 
mated, contemplative,  and  most  winning  countenance,  was  in  its 
original  lineaments  entirely  the  same  with  that  of  his  ancestor. 
Although  Sir  Hugh's  was  then  far  from  unprepossessing,  and 
bore  as  yet  no  trace  of  his  unholy  passions,  it  brought  to  Ama- 
bel's mind  the  shudder  with  which  Guy  had  mentioned  his  like- 
ness to  that  picture,  and  seemed  to  show  her  the  nature  he  had 
tamed. 

Philip,  meanwhile,  after  one  glance  at  Mr.  Shene's  portrait, 
which  he  had  not  before  seen,  had  turned  away,  and  stood  lean- 
ing against  the  window-frame.    When  Amy  had  finished  her 
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silent  comparison,  and  was  going  to  take  her  treasure  back,  he 
looked  up,  and  said, '  Do  you  dislike  leaving  that  with  me  for  a 
few  minutes  ?' 

'  Keep  it  as  long  as  jou  like,'  said  she,  going  at  once,  and  she 
saw  him  no  more  till  nearly  an  hour  afber ;  when,  as  she  was 
coming  out  of  her  own  room,  he  met  her,  and  gave  it  into  her 
hands,  saying  nothing  except  a  smothered  '  Thank  you ;'  but  his 
eyelids  were  so  swollen  and  heavy,  that  Charles  feared  his  head 
was  bad  again,  while  Amy  was  glad  to  perceive  that  he  had  had 
the  comfort  of  tears. 

Everyone  was  sorry  to  wish  Lady  Morville  and  her  brother 
good-bye,  only  consoling  themselves  with  hoping  that  their  sister 
might  be  like  them ;  and  as  to  little  Mary,  the  attention  paid  to 
her  was  so  devoted  and  universal,  that  her  mamma  thought  it 
very  well  she  should  receive  the  first  ardour  of  it  while  she  was 
too  young  to  have  her  head  turned. 

They  again  slept  a  night  in  London,  and  in  the  morning  Philip 
took  Charles  for  a  drive  through  the  places  he  had  heard  of,  and 
was  much  edified  by  actually  beholding.  They  were  safely  at 
home  the  same  evening,  and  on  the  following,  the  HoUywell  party 
was  once  more  complete,  gathered  round  Charles's  sofa  in  a  con- 
fusion of  welcomes  and  greeting. 

Mrs.  Edmonstone  co\dd  hardly  believe  her  eyes,  so  much  had 
Charles's  countenance  lost  its  invahd  look,  and  his  movements 
were  so  much  more  active ;  Amabel,  too,  though  still  white  and 
thin,  had  a  life  in  her  eye  and  an  air  of  health  most  unlike  her 
languor  and  depression. 

Everyone  looked  well  and  happy  but  Laura,  and  she  had  a 
worn,  faded,  harassed  aspect,  which  was  not  cheered  even  by 
Philip's  presence ;  indeed,  she  seemed  almost  to  shrink  from 
speaking  to  him.  She  was  the  only  silent  one  of  the  party  that 
evening,  as  they  gathered  round  the  dinner  or  tea-table,  or  sat 
divided  into  threes  or  pairs,  talking  over  the  subjects  that  would 
not  do  to  be  discussed  in  public.  Charlotte  generally  niched  into 
Amy's  old  comer  by  Charles,  hearing  about  Eedcly^e,  or  telling 
about  Ireland.  Mrs.  Edmonstone  and  Amy  on  the  opposite  sides 
of  the  ottoman,  their  heads  meeting  over  the  central  cushion, 
talking  in  low,  fond,  inaudible  tones  ;  Mr.  Edmonstone  going  in 
and  out  of  the  room,  and  joining  himself  to  one  or  other  group, 
telling  and  hearing  news,  and  sometimes  breaking  up  the  pairs ; 
and  then  Mrs.  Edmonstone  came  to  congratulate  Charles  on 
Amy's  improved  looks,  or  Charlotte  pressed  up  close  to  Amy  to 
tell  her  about  grandmamma.  For  Charlotte  could  not  talk  ^j^ut 
Eveleen,  she  had  been  so  uncomfortable  at  the  part  she  had  had 
to  act,  that  all  the  commendation  she  received  was  only  like  pain 
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and  sbame,  and  her  mother  was  bj  no  means  dissatisfied  that  it 
should  be  so,  nnce  a  degree  of  forwardness  had  been  her  chief  caose 
of  anxiety  in  Charlotte ;  and  it  now  appeared  l^at  without  loeing 
her  high  spirit  and  uncompromising  sense  of  right,  her  sixteenth 
year  was  bringing  with  it  feminine  reserve. 

Lanra  lingered  late  in  Amabers  room,  and  when  her  mother 
had  wished  them  good  night,  and  left  them  together,  she  ex- 
claimed, '  Oh,  Amy !  I  am  so  glad  to  be  come  lick  to  yon.  I 
have  been  so  very  miserable !' 

'  But  you  see  he  is  quite  well,'  said  Amy.  '  We  think  him 
looking  better  than  in  the  summer.' 

'  O  yes !  Oh,  Amy,  what  have  you  not  done  ?  K  you  could 
guess  the  relief  of  hearing  you  were  with  him,  after  that  suspense  !* 
But  as  if  losing  that  subject  in  one  she  was  still  more  eager  about, 
'  What  did  he  think  of  me  ?' 

'  My  dear,*  said  Amabel,  '  I  don't  think  I  am  the  right  person 
to  teU  you  that.' 

'  Tou  saw  how  it  struck  him  when  he  heard  of  my  share  in  it.' 

'  Yours  ?    Mamma  never  mentioned  you.' 

'  Always  kind !'  said  Laura.  *  Oh,  Amy !  what  will  you  think 
of  roe  when  I  tell  I  knew  poor  Eva's  secret  all  the  time  ?  What 
could  I  do,  when  Eva  pleaded  my  own  case  P  It  was  very  dif- 
ferent, but  she  would  not  see  it,  and  I  felt  as  if  I  was  guilty 
of  all.    Oh,  how  I  envied  Charlotte.' 

'  Dear  Laura,  no  wonder  you  were  unhappy !' 

'  Nothing  hitherto  has  been  e(^ual  to  it !'  said  Laura. 

*  There  was  the  misery  of  his  silence,  and  the  anxiety  that  you, 
dearest,  freed  me  from ;  then  no  sooner  was  that  over  than  this 
was  confided  to  me.  Think  what  I  felt  when  Eva  put  me  in 
mind  of  a  time  when  I  argued  in  favour  of  some  such  conceal- 
ment in  a  novel !  No,  you  can  never  guess  what  I  went  through, 
knowing  that  he  would  think  me  weak,  blameable,  unworthy!' 

*  Nay,  he  blames  himself  too  much  to  blame  you.' 

'  No,  that  he  must  not  do !  It  was  my  fault  from  the  begin- 
ning.    If  I  had  but  gone  at  once  to  mamma  ?' 

*  Oh,  I  am  so  glad !'  exclaimed  Amy,  suddenly. 
'Glad?' 

'  I  mean,'  said  Amy,  looking  down,  '  now  you  have  said  that, 
I  am  sure  you  will  be  happier.' 

*  Happier,  now  I  feel  and  see  how  I  have  lowered  myself  even 
in  his  sight  P'  said  Laura,  drooping  her  head  and  hiding  her  face 
in  her  hands,  as  she  went  on  in  so  low  a  tone  that  Amy  could 
hardily  hear  her.  '  I  know  it  all  now.  He  loves  me  still,  as  ho 
must  whatever  he  has  once  taken  into  that  deep,  deep  heart  of 
his :  he  will  always ;  but  he  cannot  have  that  honouring,  trust- 
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ing,  confiding  love  that— you  enjoyed  and  deserved,  Amy — that 
he  would  have  had  if  I  had  carecl  first  for  what  became  me.  If  I 
had  only  at  first  told  mamma,  he  would  not  even  have  been 
blamed ;  he  would  have  been  spared  half  this  suffering  and  self- 
reproach  ;  he  would  have  loved  me  more ;  Eva  might  not  have 
been  led  astray ;  at  least  she  could  not  have  laid  it  to  my  charge, 
— ^and  I  could  lift  up  my  head,'  she  finished,  as  she  hung  it 
almost  to  her  knees. 

Her  sister  raised  the  head,  laid  it  on  her  own  bosom,  and 
kissed  the  cheeks  and  brow  again  and  again!  *  Dearest,  dearest 
Laura,  I  am  so  sorry  for  you ;  but  I  am  sure  you  must  feel  freer 
and  happier  now  you  know  it  all,  and  see  the  truth.' 

*  I  don't  know !'  said  Laura,  sadly. 

'  And  at  least  you  will  be  better  able  to  comfort  him.' 
'  No,  no,  I  shall  only  add  to  his  self-reproach.     He  will  see 
more  plainly  what  a  wretched  weak   creature  he  fancied   had 
firmness  and  discretion.    Oh,  what  a  broken  reed  I  have  been  to 
him!' 

*  There  is  strength  and  comfort  for  us  all  to  lean  upon,'  said 
Amy.  'But  you  ought  to  go  to  bed.  Shall  I  read  to  you, 
Laura  P  you  are  so  tired,  I  should  like  to  come  and  read  you  to 
sleep.' 

Laura  was  not  given  to  concealments;  that  fatal  one  had 
been  her  onlv  insinceriiy,  and  she  never  thought  of  doing  other- 
wise than  telling  the  whole  of  her  conduct  in  Ireland  to  Philip. 
She  sat  alone  with  him  the  next  morning,  explained  aU,  and 
entreated  his  pardon,  humiliating  herself  so  much,  that  he  could 
not  bear  to  hear  her. 

'  It  was  the  fault  of  our  whole  lifetime,  Laura,'  said  he,  recover- 
ing himself,  when  a  few  agitated  words  had  passed  on  either  side. 
'  I  taught  you  to  take  my  dictum  for  law,  and  abused  your  trust, 
and  perverted  all  the  best  and  most  precious  qualities.  It  is  I 
who  stand  first  to  bear  the  blame,  and  would  that  I  could  bear  all 
the  suffering !  But  as  it  is,  Laura,  we  must  look  to  enduring  the 
consequence  all  our  lives,  and  give  each  other  what  support  we 
m^.' 

Laura  could  hardly  brook  his  self-accusation,  but  she  could  no 
p  longer  argue  the  point ;  and  there  was  far  more  peace  and  truth 
before  them  than  when  she  believed  him  infidlible,  and  therefore 
justified  herself  for  all  she  had  done  in  blind  obedience  to  him. 
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CHAPTEE  XLIV. 

Thus  souls  by  nature  pitched  too  high, 

By  sufferings  plunged  too  low, 
Meet  in  the  church's  middle  sky, 

Halfway  *twixt  joy  and  woe  ; 

To  pntotise  there  the  soothing  lay. 

That  sorrow  best  relieves, 
Thankful  for  all  God  takes  away. 

Humbled  by  all  he  gives. 

Christian  Year. 

ONE  afternoon,  late  in  April,  Charles  opened  the  dressing-room 
door,  and  paused  a  moment,  smiling.  There  sat  Amabel  on 
the  floor  before  the  fire,  her  hand  stretched  out,  playfully  holding 
back  the  little  one,  who,  with  scanty,  flossy,  silken  curls,  hazel 
eyes  and  jet  black  lashes,  plump,  mottled  arms,  and  tiny  tot- 
tering feet,  stood  crowing  and  shouting  in  exulting  laughter, 
having  just  made  a  triumphant  clutch  at  her  mamma's  hair, 
and  pulled  down  all  the  light,  shining  locks,  while  under  their 
shade  the  reddening,  smiling  face  recalled  the  Amy  of  days  long 
gone  by. 

*  That's  right!'  cried  Charles,  delighted,  *pull  it  all  down. 
Out  with  mamma's  own  curls  again !' 

'  No  ;  I  can  never  wear  my  curls  again,'  said  Amy,  so  mourn- 
fully, that  he  was  sorry  he  had  referred  to  them  ;  and  perceiving 
this,  she  smiled  sweetly,  and  pulling  a  tress  to  its  full  length, 
showed  how  much  too  short  it  was  for  anything  but  being  put 
plainly  imder  the  cap,  to  which  she  restore^i  it. 

*  Is  Mrs.  Henley  come  ?'  she  asked. 

'  As  large  as  lite,  and  that  is  saying  a  good  deal.  She  would 
make  two  of  Philip.  As  tall  and  twice  as  broad.  I  thought 
Juno  herself  was  advancing  on  me  from  the  station.' 

*  How  did  you  get  on  with  her  ?' 

'Famously;  I  told  her  all  about  everything,  and  how  the 
affair  is  to  be  reaUy  quiet,  which  she  had  never  believed.  She 
could  hardly  believe  my  word,  when  I  told  her  there  was  to  be 
absolutely  no  one  but  ourselves  and  Mary  Boss.  She  supposed 
it  was  for  your  sake,  and  I  did  not  tell  her  it  was  for  their  own. 
it  really  was  providential  that  the  Kilcoran  folk  disgusted  my 
father  with  grand  weddings,  for  Philip  never  could  endure  one.* 

'  Oh,  Miss  Mischief,  there  goes  my  hair  again !     You  know 
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Philip  is  exieeedingly  worried  about  Mr.  Fielder.  Lord  Kilcoran 
has  been  writing  to  ask  him  to  find  him  a  situation.' 

^  That  is  an  article  thej  will  be  seeking  all  the  rest  of  their 
liyes/  said  Charles.  '  A  man  is  done  for  when  he  begins  to  look 
for  a  situation  !  Yes ;  those  Fielders  will  be  a  drag  on  Philip 
and  Laura  for  ever ;  for  they  don't  quite  like  to  cast  them  off, 
feeling  as  he  does  that  he  led  to  her  getting  into  the  scrape,  by 
recommending  him;  and  poor  Laura  thinking  she  set  the  example.' 

*I  wish  Eva  was  away  from  home,'  said  Amy,  *for  aunt 
Charlotte's  accounts  of  her  vex  Laura  so  much.' 

*  Ay  !  trying  to  eat  her  cake  and  have  it,  expecting  to  be  Mr. 
Fielder's  wife,  and  reign  as  the  earl's  daughter  all  the  same. 
Poor  thing !  the  day  they  get  the  situation  will  be  a  sad  one  for 
her.     She  does  not  know  what  poortith  cauld  will  be  like.' 

*  Poor  Eva !'  said  Amy.  *  I  dare  say  she  will  shine  and  be  all 
the  better  for  trouble.  There  is  much  that  is  so  very  nice  in 
her.' 

'  Ay,  if  she  hajs  not  spoilt  it  all  by  this  time, — as  that  creature 
is  doing  with  your  hair !  You  little  monkey,  what  have  you  to 
say  to  me  ?' 

*  Only  to  wish  you  good  night.  Come,  baby,  we  must  go  to 
Anne.     Good  night,  uncle  Charles.' 

Just  as  Amabel  had  borne  off  her  little  girl,  Mrs.  Edmonstone 
and  Charlotte  came  in,  after  conducting  Mrs.  Henley  to  her 
room.  Charlotte  made  a  face  of  wonder  and  dismay,  and  Mrs. 
Edmonstone  asked  where  Amy  was.' 

*  She  carried  the  baby  to  the  nursery  just  before  you  came.  I 
wish  you  had  seen  her.  The  little  thing  had  pulled  down  her 
hair  and  made  her  look  so  pretty  and  like  herself.' 

*  How  well  her  spirits  keep  up !  She  has  been  running  up  and 
down  stairs  all  day,  helping  about  everything.  Well !  we  little 
thought  how  things  would  turn  out.' 

'  And  that  after  all  Aqky  would  be  the  home-bird,'  said  Charles. 
'  I  don't  feel  as  if  it  was  wrong  to  rejoice  in  having  her  in  this 
sweet,  shady  brightness,  as  she  is  now.'  v 

*  Do  you  know  whether  she  means  to  go  to  church  to-morrow? 
I  don't  like  to  ask.' 

*  Nor  I.' 

*  I  know  she  does,'  sdd  Charlotte.     *  She  told  me  so.' 

*  I  hope  it  will  not  be  too  much  for  her !     Dear  Amy.' 

'  She  would  say  it  was  wrong  to  have  our  heads  fuller  of  her 
than  of  our  bride,'  said  Charles. 

'  Poor  Laura !'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone.  '  I  am  glad  it  is  all 
right  at  last.     They  have  both  gone  through  a  great  deal.' 
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*  And  not  in  vain,'  added  Charles.     '  Philip  is ' 

*  Oh,  I  say  not  a  word  against  him !'  cried  Mrs.  Edmonstoiie. 
'  He  is  most  excellent ;  he  will  be  very  distinguished, — ^he  will 
make  her  very  happy.     Yes.' 

'  In  fact,'  said  Charles,  *  he  is  made  to  be  one  of  the  first  in  this 
world,  and  to  be  first  by  being  above  it ;  and  the  only  reason  we 
are  almost  discontented  is,  that  we  compare  him  with  one  who 
was  too  good  for  this  world.' 

'  It  is  not  only  that.' 

'  Ah !  you  did  not  see  him  at  Kedclyffe,  or  you  would  do  more 
than  simply  forgiving  him  as  a  Christian.' 

*  I  am  very  sorry  for  him.' 

*  That  is  not  quite  enough,'  said  Charles,  smiling,  with  a  mis- 
chievous air,  though  fully  in  earnest.  '  Is  it,  Charlotte  ?  She 
must  take  him  home  to  her  manmia's  own  heart.' 

'  No,  no,  that  is  asking  too  much,  Charlie,'  said  Mrs.  Edmon- 

stone.      *  Only  one   ever  was '  then  breaking  off — *  and   I 

can  never  think  of  Philip  as  I  used  to  do.' 

*  I  like  him  much  better  now,'  said  Charlotte. 

*  For  my  part,'  said  Charles,  *  I  never  liked  him — ^nay,  that's 
too  mild,  I  could  not  abide  him ;  I  rebelled  against  him,  heart, 
soul,  and  taste.  If  it  had  not  been  for  Guy,  his  fashion  of  good- 
ness would  have  made  me  into  an  extract  of  gall  and  woimword, 
at  the  very  time  you  admired  him,  and  yet  a  great  deal  of  it  was 
genuine.  But  it  is  only  now  that  I  have  liked  him.  Nay,  I 
look  up  to  him,  I  think  him  positively  noble  and  grand,  and  when 
I  see  proofs  of  his  being  entirely  repentant,  I  perceive  he  is  a 
thorough  great  man.  II*  I  had  not  seen  one  greater,  I  should 
follow  his  young  man's  example  and  take  him  for  my  hero  model.' 

*  As  if  you  wanted  a  hero  model,'  whispered  Charlotte,  in  a  tone 
between  caressing  and  impertinence. 

'  I've  had  one !'  returned  Charles,  also  aside. 

'  Yes,'  said  Mrs.  Edmonstone,  going  dp  with  her  own  thoughts, 
'  unless  there  had  been  a  great  ^d  of  real  goodness,  he  would 
never  have  felt  it  so  deeply.  Indeed,  even  when  I  best  liked 
Philip,  I  never  thought  hun  capable  of  such  repentance  as  he  has 
shown.' 

'  If  mamma  wants  to  like  him  very  much,'  said  Charlotte,  *  I 
think  she  has  only  to  look  at  our  other  company.' 

'  Ay !'  said  Charles, '  we  want  no  more  explanation  of  the  tone 
of  the  *  Thank  you,'  with  which  he  answered  the  offer  to  invite 
his  sister.' 

'One  comfort  is,  she  can't  stay  long.  She  has  got  a  com- 
mittee meeting  for  the  Ladies'  Literary  and  Scientific  Associa- 
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tion,  and  must  go  home  for  it  the  day  after  to-morrow/  said 
Charlotte. 

'If  you  are  very  good,  perhaps  she  will  g^ve  you  a  ticket, 
Charlotte,'  said  her  brother, '  and  another  for  Bustle.' 

Mrs.  Henley  was,  meanwhile,  highly  satisfied  with  the  impres- 
sion she  thought  she  was  making  on  her  aunt's  family,  especially 
on  Charles  and  Charlotte.  The  latter  she  patronized,  to  her 
extreme  though  suppressed  indignation,  as  a  clever,  promising 
girl ;  the  former,  she  discovered  to  be  a  very  superior  young  man, 
a  most  valuable  assistant  to  her  brother  in  his  business,  and  her 
self-complacency  prevented  her  from  finding  out  how  he  was 
.  playing  her  off,  whenever  neither  Philip  nor  Laura  were  at  hand 
to  be  hurt  by  it. 

She  thought  Laura  a  fine4ooking  person,  like  her  own  family, 
and  fit  to  be  an  excellent  lady  of  the  house ;  and  in  spite  of  the 
want  of  fortune,  she  perceived  that  her  brother's  choice  had  been 
far  better  than  if  he  had  married  that  poor  pale  little  Amabel,  so 
silent  and  quiet  that  she  never  could  make  a  figure  anywhere, 
and  had  nothing  like  the  substantive  character  that  her  brother 
must  have  in  a  wife. 

Could  Mrs.  Henley  have  looked  behind  the  scenes  she  would 
have  marvelled. 

'One  kiss  for  nuunma,  and  one  for  papa,'  was  Amy's  half- 
uttered  morning  greeting,  as  she  lifted  from  her  cot  her  little 
one,  with  cheeks  flushed  by  sle^.  Morning  and  evening  Amy 
spoke  those  words,  and  was  happy  in  the  double  kiss  that  Mary 
had  learnt  to  connect  with  them ;  happy  too  in  holding  her  up 
to  the  picture,  and  saying  '  papa,'  so  that  his  child  might  never 
recollect  a  time  when  he  had  not  been  a  familiar  and  beloved  idea. 

A  little  play  with  the  merry  child,  then  came  Anne  to  take 
her  away ;  and  with  a  suppressed  siffh,  Amabel  dressed  for  the 
first  time  without  her  weeds,  which  she  had  promised  to  leave  off 
on  Laura's  weddingnlay. 

'  No,  I  win  not  sigh !'  then  she  thought, '  it  does  not  put  me 
further  from  him.  He  would  be  more  glad  than  any  one  this 
day,  and  so  I  must  show  some  sign  of  eladness.' 

So  she  put  on  such  a  dress  as  would  be  hers  for  life — black 
silk,  and  lace  cap  over  her  still  plain  hair,  then  with  real  pleasure 
she  put  on  Churles's  bracelet,  and  the  silver  brooch,  which  she 
had  last  worn  the  evening  when  the  echoes  of  Becoara  had 
answered  Guy's  last  chant.  Soon  she  was  visiting  Laura, 
cheering  her,  soothing  her  agitation,  helping  her  to  drass  in  her 
bridal  array,  much  plainer  than  Amy's  own  had  been,  for  it  had 
been  the  especial  wish   of  both  herself  and  Philip  that  their 
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wedding  should  be  as  quiet  and  unlike  Guy's  as  possible.  Then 
Amabel  was  running  down  stairs  to  see  that  all  was  right,  thinking 
the  breakfast-table  looked  dull  and  forlorn,  and  calling  Charlotte 
to  help  her  to  make  it  appear  a  little  more  festal,  with  the  aid  of 
some  flowers.  Charlotte  wondered  to  see  that  she  had  forgotten 
how  she  shunned  flowers  lajst  summer,  for  there  she  was  flitting 
from  one  old  familiar  plant  to  another  in  search  of  the  choicest,  ar- 
ranging little  bouquets  with  her  own  peculiar  grace  and  taste,  and 
putting  them  by  each  person's  place,  m  readiness  to  receive  them. 

It  was  as  if  no  one  else  could  smile  that  morning,  except  Mr. 
Edmonstone,  who  was  so  pleased  to  see  her  looking  cheerful,  in 
her  altered  dress,  that  he  kissed  her  repeatedly,  and  confidentially 
told  Mrs.  Henley  that  his  little  Amy  was  a  regular  darling,  the 
sweetest  girl  in  the  world,  poor  dear,  except  LaUra. 

Mrs.  Henley,  in  the  richest  of  all  silks,  looked  magnificent  and 
superior ;  Mrs.  Edmonstone  had  tears  in  her  eyes,  and  attended 
to  every  one  softly  and  kindly,  without  a  word ;  Charlotte  was 
grave,  helpful,  and  thoughtful ;  Charles  watching  every  one,  and 
intent  on  making  things  smooth ;  Laura  looked  fixed  in  the  forced 
composure  which  she  had  long  ago  learnt,  and  Philip, — ^it  was 
late  before  he  appe»*ed  at  all,  and  when  he  came  down,  there  was 
nothing  so  plainly  written  on  his  face  as  headache. 

It  was  so  severe  that  the  most  merciful  thing  was  to  send  him 
to  lie  on  the  sofa  in  the  dressing-room.  Amabel  said  she  would 
fetch  him  some  camphor,  and  disappeared,  while  Laura  sat  still 
with  her  forced  composure.  Her  father  fidgetted,  only  restrained 
by  her  presence  from  expressing  his  fears  that  Philip  was  too 
unwell  for  the  marriage  to  take  place  to-day,  and  Charles  talked 
cheerfully  of  the  great  improvement  in  his  general  health,  saying 
this  was  but  a  chance  thing,  and  that  on  the  whcle  he  might  be 
considered  as  quite  restored. 

Mrs.  Henley  listened  and  answered,  but  could  not  comprehend 
the  state  of  tlungs.  Breakfast  wa«  over,  when  she  heard  Amabel 
speaking  to  Laura  in  the  ante-room. 

*  It  will  go  off  soon.  Here  is  a  cup  of  hot  coffee  for  you  to 
take  him.     I'll  call  you  when  it  is  time  to  go.' 

Amabel  and  Charlotte  were  very  busy  looking  after  Laura's 
packing  up,  and  putting  all  that  was  wanted  into  the  carriage,  in 
which  the  pair  were  to  set  off  at  once  from  church,  without 
returning  to  Hollywell. 

At  the  last  moment  she  went  to  warn  Philip  it  was  time  to  go, 
if  he  meant  to  walk  to  church  alone,  the  best  thing  for  his  head. 

'  It  is  better,'  said  Laura,  somewhat  comforted. 

I  Much  better  for  your  bathing  it,  thank  you,'  said  Phillip, 
rising ;  then,  turning  to  Amy, — *  Do  I  wish  you  good-bye  nowl" 


THE  HBIR  OF  BEDCLTFFE.  521 

*  No  ;  I  shall  see  you  at  church,  unless  you  don't  like  to  have 
my  blackness  there.' 

*  Would  we  not  have  our  guardian  angel,  Laura?'  said  Philip. 

*  You  know  ?ie  would  have  been  there,'  said  Amy.  *  No  one 
would  have  been  more  glad,  so  thank  you  for  lettmg  me  come.' 

'  Thank  you  for  coming,'  said  Laura,  earnestly.  '  It  is  a  comfort.' 

They  left  her,  and  she  stood  a  few  minutes  to  enjoy  the  solitude, 
and  to  look  from  the  window  at  her  Httle  girl,  whom  she  had 
sent  out  with  Anne.  She  was  just  about  to  open  the  window  to 
call  to  her,  and  make  her  look  up  with  one  of  her  merry  shouts 
of '  Mamma !'  when  Philip  came  out  at  the  garden-door,  and  was 
crossing  the  lawn.  Mary  was  very  fond  of  him,  flattered  by  the 
attention  of  the  tallest  person  in  the  house,  and  she  stretched 
her  arms,  and  gave  a  cry  of  summons.  Amabel  watched  him 
turn  instantly,  take  her  from  her  nurse,  and  hold  her  in  a  close 
embrace,  whilst  her  little  round  arms  met  round  his  neck.  She 
was  unwilling  to  be  restored  to  Anne,  and  when  he  left  she  looked 
up  in  his  face,  and  unprompted,  held  up  to  him  the  primroses  and 
violets  in  her  hand. 

Those  flowers  were  in  his  coat  when  Amabel  saw  him  again  at 
church,  and  she  knew  that  this  spontaneous  proof  of  affection  from 
Guy's  little  unconscious  child  was  more  precious  to  him  than 
all  the  kindnesses  she  could  bestow. 

Little  space  was  there  for  musing,  for  it  was  high  time  to  set 
off"  for  church.  Mary  Ross  met  the  party  at  the  wicket  of  the 
churchyard,  took  Charles  on  her  arm,  and  by  look  and  sign 
inquired  for  Amy. 

'  Bright  outwardly,'  he  answered^  *  and  I  think  so  inwardly. 
Nothing  does  her  so  much  good  as  to  represent  him.  Did  you 
wonder  to  see  her  ?' 

*  No,'  said  Mary.  *I  thought  she  would  come.  It  is  the 
crowning  point  of  his  forgiveness.' 

*  Such  forgiveness  that  she  has  forgotten  there  is  anything  to 
forgive,'  said  Charles. 

Philip  Morville  and  Laura  Edmonstone  stood  before  Mr.  Ross. 
It  was  not  such  a  wedding  as  the  last.  There  was  more  personal 
beauty,  but  no  such  air  of  freshness,  youth,  and  peace.  He  was, 
indeed,  a  very  fine  looking  man,  his  countenance  more  noble  than 
it  had  ever  been,  though  pale  and  not  only  betraying  the  present 
suffering  of  the  throbbing,  burning  brow,  but  with  the  appear- 
ance of  a  careworn,  harassed  man,  looking  more  as  if  his  age  was 
five-and-thirty  than  eight-and-twenty.  And  she,  in  her  plain 
white  muslin  and  quiet  bonnet,  was  hardly  bridal-looking  in  dresft, 
and  so  it  was  with  her  face,  stiU  beautiful  and  brilliant  in  com- 
plexion, but  with  the  weight  of  care  permanent  on  it,  and  all  the 
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shades  of  feeling  concealed  by  a  fixed  command  of  comitenance, 
imable,  however,  to  hide  the  oppression  of  dejection  and  anxiety. 

Yet  to  the  eyes  that  only  beheld  the  surface,  there  was  nothing* 
but  prosperity  and  happiness  in  a  marriage  between  a  pair  who 
had  loved  so  long  and  devotedly,  and  after  going  through  so 
much  for  each  other's  sake,  were  united  at  length,  with  wealth, 
honour,  and  distinction  before  them.  His  h^th  was  re-esta- 
blished, and  the  last  spring  had  proved  that  his  talents  would 
place  him  in  such  a  position  as  had  been  the  veiy  object  of  his 
highest  hopes.  Was  not  eveiything  here  for  which  the  fondest 
and  most  aspiring  wishes  could  seek  ?  Yet  for  the  very  reason 
that  there  was  sadness  at  almost  every  heart,  not  one  tear  was 
shed.  Mrs.  Edmonstone's  thoughts  were  less  engrossed  with 
the  bride  than  with  the  young  slender  figure  in  black,  standing 
in  her  own  drooping  way,  her  head  bent  down,  and  the  fingers 
of  her  right  hand  clasping  tight  her  wedding-ring,  through  h^ 
white  glove. 

The  service  was  over.  Laura  hung  round  her  mother's  neck 
in  an  ardent  embrace. 

'  Your  pardon  !     0,  mamma,  I  see  it  all  now  !' 

Poor  thing !  she  had  too  much  failed  in  a  daughter's  part  to 
go  forth  from  her  home  with  the  clear,  loving,  hopeful  heart  her 
sister  had  carried  from  it !  Mrs.  Edmonstone's  kiss  was  a  full 
answer,  however,  a  kiss  unlike  what  it  had  been  with  all  her 
efforts  for  many  and  many  a  month. 

'  Amy,  pray  that  it  may  not  be  visited !'  were  the  last  words 
breathed  to  her  sister,  as  they  were  pressed  in  each  other's  arms. 

Philip  scarcely  spoke,  only  met  their  kindnesses  with  grateful 
gestures  and  looks,  and  brief  replies,  and  the  parting  was  listened 
that  he  might  as  soon  as  possible  be  at  rest. 

His  only  voluntary  speech  was  as  he  bade  fiirewell  to  Amabel, — 

*  My  sister  now !' 

*  And  his  brother,'  she  answered.     *  Good  bye !' 

As  soon  as  Amabel  was  alone  in  the  carriage  with  Charles,  she 
leant  back,  and  gave  way  to  a  flood  of  tears. 
'Amy,  has  it  been  too  much  P' 

*  No,'  she  said,  recovering  herself;  *  but  I  am  so  glad !  It  was 
his  chief  desire.    Now  eveiything  he  wished  is  fulMed.' 

'  And  you  are  free  of  your  great  charge.  He  has  been  a  con- 
siderable care  to  you,  but  now  he  is  safe  on  Laura's  hands,  and  well 
and  satisfactory ;  so  you  have  no  care  but  your  daughter,  and  we 
settle  into  our  home  life.' 

Amabel  smiled. 

*  Amy,  I  do  wish  I  was  sure  you  are  happy.' 

'  Yes,  dear  Charlie,  indeed  I  am.   You  are  all  so  veiy  kind  to  me. 
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and  it  is  ablessing,indeed,that  my  own  dear  home  can  open  to  take 
in  me  and  babj.    You  know  he  liked  giving  me  back  to  you.' 

'  And  it  is  hietppiness,  not  only  thinking  it  ought  to  be  ?  Don't 
let  me  tease  you,^Amy,  don't  answer  if  you  had  rather  not.' 

'  Thank  you,  Charlie,  it  is  happiness.  It  must  be  when  I 
remember  now  very  happy  he  used  to  be,  and  there  can  be 
nothing  to  spoil  it.  When  I  see  how  all  the  duties  of  his  station 
worry  and  perplex  Philip,  I  am  glad  he  was  spared  from  it,  and 
had  all  his  freshness  and  brightness  his  whole  life.  It  beams  out 
on  me  more  now,  and  it  was  such  perfect  happiness  while  I  had 
him  here,  and  it  is  such  a  pleasure  and  honour  to  be  called  by  his 
name ;  besides,  there  is  baby.  Oh !  Charlie,  I  must  be  happy — 
I  am ;  do  believe  it !  Indeed,  you  know  I  have  you  and  mamma  and 
all  too.  And,  Charlie,  I  think  he  made  you  all  precious  to  me  over 
again  by  the  way  he  loved  you  all,  and  sent  me  back,  to  you 
especially.  Yes,  Charlie,  you  must  not  fancy  I  grieve.  I  am  very 
happy,  for  he  is,  and  all  I  hisive  is  made  bright  and  precious  by  him.' 

'  Yes,'  said  he,  looking  at  her,  as  the  colour  had  come  into  her 
face,  and  she  looked  perfectly  lovely  with  eager,  sincere  hap- 
piness ;  one  of  her  husband's  sweetest  looks  reflected  on  her  face ; 
altogether,  such  a  picture  of  youth,  joy,  and  love,  as  had  not  been 
displayed  by  the  bride  that  morning.  *  Amy,  I  don't  believe 
anything  could  make  you  lonff  unhappy !' 

'  Nothing  but  my  own  fault.  Nothing  else  can  part  me  from 
him,'  she  whispered  almost  to  herself. 

'  Yes ;  no  one  else  had  such  a  power  of  making  happy,'  said 
Charles,  thoughtfully.  *  Amy,  I  really  don't  know  whether  even 
you  owe  as  much  to  your  husband  as  I  do.  You  were  good  for 
something  before,  but  when  I  look  back  on  what  I  was  when  first 
he  came,  I  know  that  his  leading,  unconscious  as  it  was,  brought 
out  the  stifled  good  in  me.  What  a  wretch  I  should  have  been ; 
what  a  misery  to  myself  and  to  you  all  by  this  time  ;  and  now, 
I  verily  believe,  that  since  he  let  in  the  sunlight  from  heaven  on 
me,  I  am  better  off  than  if  I  had  as  many  legs  as  other  people.' 

*  Better  off?' 

'  Yes.  Nobody  else  lives  in  such  an  atmosphere  of  petting,  and 
has  so  little  to  plague  them.  Nobody  else  has  such  a  '  mamma,' 
to  say  nothing  of  siUy  little  Amy,  or  Charlotte,  or  Miss  Morville. 
And  as  to  being  of  no  use,  which  I  used  to  pine  about — why, 
when  the  memb^  for  Moorworth  governs  the  country,  I  mean  to 
govern  him.' 

'I  am  Biure  you  are  of  wonderful  use  to  every  one,'  said 
Amabel;  'neither  Philip  nor  papa  could  get  on  without  you  to 
do  their  writing  for  them.  Besides,  I  want  you  to  help  roe 
when  baby  grows  older.' 
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'  Is  that  the  laudable  result  of  that  great  book  on  education  I 
saw  you  reading  the  other  day?'  said  Charles.  '  Why  don't  you 
borrow  a  few  hints  from  Mrs.  Henley  ?' 

Amy's  clear,  playful  laugh  was  just  what  it  used  to  be. 

*  It  is  all  settled,  then,  that  you  go  on  with  us  ?  Not  that  I 
ever  thought  you  were  going  to  do  anything  so  absurd  as  to  set 
up  for  yoursefir,  you  silly  little  woman :  but  it  seems  to  be  con- 
sidered right  to  come  to  a  formal  settlement  about  such  a  grand 
personage  as  my  Lady  Morville.' 

'  Yes ;  it  was  better  to  come  to  an  understanding,'  said 
Amabel.  '  It  was  better  that  papa  should  make  up  his  mind  to 
see  that  I  can't  turn  into  a  young  lady  again.  You  see  Charlotte 
will  go  out  with  him  and  be  the  Miss  Edmonstone  for  company, 
and  he  is  so  proud  of  her  liveliness  and — ^how  pretty  she  is  growing 
— so  that  will  keep  him  from  being  vexed.  So  ndw  you  see  I  can 
go  on  my  own  way,  attend  to  baby,  and  take  Laura's  business 
about  the  school,  and  keep  out  of  the  way  of  company,  so  that  it 
is  very  nice  and  comfortable.  It  is  the  very  thing  that  Guy 
wished !' 

Amabel's  life  is  here  pretty  well  shown.  That  of  Philip  and 
Laura  may  be  guessed  at.  He  was  a  distinguished  man,  one  of 
the  most  honoured  and  respected  in  the  countiy,  admired  for 
his  talents  and  excellence,  and  regarded  imiversidly  as  highly 
prosperous  and  fortunate,  the  pride  of  all  who  had  any  connexion 
with  him.  Yet  it  was  a  harassed,  anxious  life,  with  litble  of  repose 
or  relief;  and  Laura  spent  her  time  between  watching  him  and 
tending  his  health,  and  in  the  cares  and  representation  befitting 
her  station,  with  little  space  for  domestic  pleasure  and  home 
comfort,  knowing  her  children  more  intimately  throu^  her 
sister's  observation  than  through  her  own. 

Perfect  and  devoted  as  ever  was  their  love,  and  they  were 
thought  most  admirable  and  happy  people.  There  was  some 
wonder  at  his  being  a  grave,  melancholy  man,  when  he  had  aQ 
before  him  so  richly  to  enjoy,  contrary  to  every  probability  when 
he  began  life.  StiU  there  was  one  who  never  could  understand 
why  others  should  think  him  stem  and  severe,  and  why  even 
his  own  cliildren  should  look  up  to  him  with  love  that  partook  of 
distant  awe  and  respect,  one  to  whom  he  never  was  otherwise 
than  indulgent,  nay,  almost  reverential,  in  the  gentleness  of  his 
kindness,  and  that  was  Mary  Yerena  Morville. 
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System  of  Logic.     By  the  same. 

*iCheaper  Edition.    Two  Volumes.    26s. 

Goethe's  Opinions  on  the  World, 

Mankind,  Literature.  Science,  and  Art. 
Translated  by  Org  WBiroiBTXXir.  Ss.  6d. 

On  the  Methods  of  Observation  and 

Beasonine  in  Politics.  By  Q.  Coshiwall 
lixwxs.    Two  Volumes.    OetaTO.    28s. 


On  the  Influence  of  Authority  in 

Matters  of  Opinion.  By  the  same.  lOs.  6d. 

Lectures  on  the  History  of  Moral 

Philosophy  in  England.  By  W.  Whbwbll, 
D.D.,  Master  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge.   88. 

History  of  the  Whig  Ministry  of 

1830,  to  the  passing  of  the  Beform  BilL 
By  J.  ABTHum  Bobbuck,  M.P.  Two  Vols. 
OctoTO.    28s. 

History  of  Normandy  and  of  Eng- 
land    Bj  Sir  F.  PXLOBATB.     Vol.  I.     2l8. 

History  of  Trial  by  Jury.    By  W. 

FoBSTTH,  M.A.    OcUto.    8b.  6d. 

The  Listitutes  of  Justinian;  with 

English  Introduction,  Translation,  and 
Kotes.  By  T.  C.  Sabdabs,  M.A.,  late  Pel- 
low  of  Ond  College,  Oxford.  OcUto.  16s. 

Yarronianus ;  a  Critical  and  Histo- 
rical Introduction  to  the  Ethnogr^hy  of 
Ancient  Italy,  and  the  Philoloffical  Study 
of  the  Latin  Language.  By  J.  W.  Dobald- 
BOB,  D.D..  Head  Master  of  Bury  School. 
Second  Edition,  enlarged.    Ite. 

The  New  Cratylus;   Contributions 

towards  a  more  accurate  Knowledge  of 
the  Greek  Language.  By  the  same  Author. 
Second  Edition,  much  enlarged.    I8b. 

Leayes  from  the  Note-Book  of  a 

Naturalist.  By  W.  J.  Bbodbbzp,  F.B.S. 
10s.  6d. 

Discourse   on  the  Studies  of  the 

UniTcrsity  of  Cambridge.  By  Professor 
Sbdowick,  M.A.   Fifth  Edition,  12s. 

Elements  of  Logic.  ByKWHATBLY, 

D.D.,  Archbishop  of  Dublin.  Small  Octoyo, 
48.  ed.    Library  Edition.  10s.  6d. 

Elements  of  Khetoric.    By  the  same 

Author.  Small  OcUto,  4b.  6d.  Library 
Edition,  10s.  6d. 

Histoiy  of  the  Liductiye  Sciences. 

By  W.  Whbwbll,  D.D.,  F.B.S.,  Master 
of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  Second 
Edition,  rerised.    ThreeVols.    £22s. 

Philosophy  of  the  Liductiye  Sciences. 

By  the  same  Author.  Second  Edition. 
Two  Volumes.    Octaro.    90a. 

Lidications  of  the  Creator — ^Theolo- 
gical Extracts  from  Dr.  Whbwbll's  His- 
tory and  Philosophy  of  InduetiTe  Soien 
6s.ed. 


STAITDASD  BOOKS  PT7BLI8HED  BY 


Great  Britain  One  Empire.    On  the 

Unioii  of  the  Dommioiif  of  Great  Britain, 
hj  Inter-oommniiioatioii  with  the  Faeillo 
and  the  Bast.  BtCavcahtM.  H.  Snroi, 
B.B.    WithlCHit.    8a.  6d. 

Mannal  of  Geoffrapbical    Scienoe. 

Past  nci  Fnar,  lOa.  6d.,  oontaining^ 

ICATHBICATIOAL  GBOOBAPHT. 
B7BeT.M.O'BBiBV. 

PHTSIOAL  OB0GBAPH7.  hjT.D, 
Axwm,  M.A.,  F.B.8. 

OHABTOGRAPHT.  ^f  J.  B.  Jack. 
■ov,  F.B.8. 

THBOET  OF  BBSOBIFTIOK  AlTD 
0BOGBAPBIOAL  TBBMDTOLOGY. 
Bj  Ber.  0.  G.  N xcolat. 

Atlas  of  Physical  and   Historical 

Geographj.  Bngrared  br  J.  W.  Lowbt, 
under  flie  direetiaii  of  Kroftaaor  Avaran 
and  Ber.  C.  G.  Kxoolat.    6a. 

Bacon's  Essays ;  with  the  Goloozs  of 

Good  and  bA  Beriaed,  with  the  Befer- 
enoea  and  Botea.  By  T.  ICaexbt,  M.A. 
la.  ad. 

Bacon's  Advancement  of  Learning. 

Beriaed,  with  Befereooee  and  Notea,  and 
■n  Index.    By  T.  ICAmuT,  M.A.    U. 

Principles  of  Imitatiye  Art  By 
GaoBes  Bunan,  M.A.    6s. 

Elements  of  Moraliir.  ByDr.WHE- 
wxui.  Cheaper  Bditum.  Two  Tolnmea. 
Ifia. 

English  Synonyms.    Edited  By  K. 

Wravbit,  D.D..  ArehUahop  of  Pablin. 
ndrdBditioB,  enlarged.    3a. 

Synonyms  of  the  New  Testament. 

Bj  B.  OHuriTxx  Tbuch,  B.D.    6a. 
On  the  Lessons  in  ProTerbs.    By 

the  sane  Author.    Third  BditioD.    8a. 

On  the  Stody  of  Words.    By  the 

anaAa«bor.    FifthBditkm.   aa.&L 


HistoiT  of  the  Bxjyal  Society,  com- 

pQed  nom  Original  Aathentio  Dooqmenta. 
^^.  B.Wau,  AaBiataal.4eoretai7  of  the 
Boyal  SooMy.    Two  Totamea.    SOs. 

The  Comets ;  aDescriptiye  Treatise, 

with  a  eondsnaed  aoooont  of  BU>dem  die- 
and  a  taUa  of  all  oatonhted 
By  J.  Buaanu.  Hm.    6a.  Sd. 


An  Astronomical  Vocabnlary.    By 
theaameAtitfaor.  Is.Sd. 

Gyde  of  Celestial  Objects.    By  Ad- 
miral W.  H.  Smm.   Two  Tola.  With 


Mannal  of  Chemistiy.     By  W.  T. 

Bbavds,  F.B.8.  ^  Sixth  Edition*  mod  en- 
larged.    Two  large  rolnmea.    £S  6a. 

Dictionary  of  Materia  Medica  and 

Phaimaoy.    By  the  aame  Author.    16e. 

Principles  of  Mechanism.     By  R. 

WiLLxa,  M.A.,  F.B.S.,  Prafbssor  of  Vata. 
ralFhiloaophy,  Cambridge.    16a. 

Mechanics  applied  to  the  Arts.    By 

H.  MoaiLST,  M.A..  F.B.8.,  ooe  of  Ha> 
ICijeaty'a  InapeotoTB  of  Schoola.    a^ed. 

Lectures  on  Astronomy.    Bt  same 

Author.  Ohe^erBdition, revised  ^Sd. 

Elements  of  Meteorology.    By  the 

late  Professor  Dajtixlim  With  Flatea. 
Two  Tolmnea.    OoUto.    93U. 

On  Thnnder  Storms,  and  on  the 

Means  of  Proteoting  BmUings  and  8Up. 
jringagainst  the BfRmta of  la^tmqg.  By 
Sir  W.  Svow  Hauis,  F.B.8.    10i.6d. 

Connexion  of  Nainral  and  Divine 

Truth.  By  Babsv  Fowbu,M.A..F.B.8., 
ProfeasorofGeometiiy.Oxibsd.    9a. 

Undnlatorr  Theoiy  as  applied  to  the 

Dispeinon  of  Light.  By  the  aame  Aatf 
OotaTo.    WithColoiued Chaita.    8s. 


Lectures    on   the    Principles   and 

Praetice  of  Physio.  By  T.  Watbov,  M.D. 
Third  Bdition.  TwoTolainea.  OotaTO.  34a. 

On  the  Diseases  of  the  Kidney:  their 

Pathology,  Diagnoab.  and  TMatmeni.  By 
Gaonea  JoursoH,  M.D.,  Aariatant-Phy. 
aioian  to  King's  OoDege  Hoapital.    1^ 

On  the  structure  and  Functions  of 

the  Homan  Spleen.  The  Astley  Cooper 
Priae  for  1868.  By  Hbvxt  Gbat,  F.B.8., 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  St.  George's 
HoapitaL    mth  64  DhiatratioM.    16a. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  City  of 

London  (from  1848  to  186S).  With  Pc«&ce 
and  Kotea.  By  Jonr  Snioy,  F.B.8.,  Sur- 
geon to  St.  Thomas's  HoapttaL    8k  6d. 

On  the  Pathdogy  and  Treatment  of 
Aente  Bheomatiam.  By  Db.  Aiaanaoir. 
Phyaidan  to  St.  Ifar/a  Ho^itaL  4k  6d. 

Physiological  Anatomy  and  Phpio- 
logy  of  Man.  By  Dr.  Tonn  and  W.  Bow. 
KAir,  F.B.8.  Phrt  IV..  Seotioa  L  7«. 
PartnL7a.    ToL I.  Ua. 

ThePfailoBopfayofLhring.  ByHK&. 

BnffMATo,lC.D.   Cheaper  BdilioB.  6«. 

Management  of  the  Organs  of  Di- 

geatkminHeattliandinD&aae.  Bytli* 
aameAnthor.    Seoond Bditica.   «B.«d. 
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Lunacy  and  Lunatic  Life,  with  Hints 

on  the  Personal  Care  and  Haaagemeot  of 
those  afBioted  with  Derangement.    8s.  6d. 

Gennan  Mineral  Waters :  and  their 

rational  Bm^oyment  for  the  Core  of  cer- 
tain Chrottio  Diseases.  Bj  8.  Svtbo,  M.D., 
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Spasm,  Languor,  and  Palsy.     Br 
J.  A.  WiLsov,  M.D.    7a. 

Ck)ut,  Chronic  Rheiunatism,  and  Li- 

llammation  of  the  Joints.  BTB.B.To]>Sf 
M.D.,F.B.8.    7s.  6d. 

Minerals  and  their  Uses.    By  J.  R. 

Jackbov,  F.B.8.  With  Fronftispieoe. 
78.  ed. 

Lectnres  on  Dental  Physiology  and 
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>enti8t  to  the  Middlesex  HospitaL  OoUto. 
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Use  and  Management  of  Artificial 

Teeth.    By  the  same  Author.    Sa.  6d. 

Practical  Qeology  and  Mineralogy. 
By  Joshua  Tbimku,  F.O.S.  OotaTo. 
WithaoOIUiistrations.    12s. 

Practical  Chemistry  for  Farmers  and 
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Manual  for  Teachinj^  Model-Draw- 
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Listmctions  in  Drawing.    Abridged 
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Chemistry  of  the  Four  Ancient  Ele- 
ments. By  T.  GurviTHB.  Second  Edition. 
4s.  6d. 

Eeoreations  in  Chemistry.    By  the 

same.    Second  Edition,  enlarged,    b. 
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tion.    6s. 

World  of  Waters ;  or,  Eecreations 

in  Hydrology.     By  the  same   Author. 
BecondBdi^n.    6s. 

Recreations  in  Geology.     By  the 
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Second  Edition.  7s.  6d. 

The  Earth  and  Man;  or.  Physical 

Geography  in  Belation  to  the  History  of 
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Danger  of  Superficial  Knowledge. 
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B  C.  Tbbboh,  B.D.    Third  Edition.   6s. 
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▼era  and  other  Poems.     By  the  same 
Second  Edition.    6s.  6d. 


Elegiac  Poems.  By  the  same  author. 

Second  Edition.    2s.  6d. 

The  Poems  of  Goethe.    Traoskted 
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Violenzia :  a  Tragedy.    3s.  6d. 
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Face.  BrO.KnrasLBT.BeotorofETerBley. 
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Diffby  Grand;  an  Autobiography. 

By  O.  J.  Whttb  Mbltillb.  Two  rolnmea. 
Post  OoUto.    18s. 

Jesuit  Executorship;  or,  Pass^es 

in  the  Life  of  a  Seceoer  from  Bomanumu 
Two  Tohunea.    Post  OcUto.    18s. 

Yeast :  a  Problem.  By  C.  Kikoslbt, 

Bector  of  Ereraley.   Cheq^r  Edition.  6s. 

The  Upper  Ten  Thousand :  Sketches 

of  Amenean  Society.  By  A  Nbw  Tobxjb. 
6s. 

Clara  Morison :  A  Tale  of  South 

Australia  during  the  Gold  F^er.    Two 
Tolumes.    6a. 

The  Youth  and  Womanhood  of  Helen 

TyrreL    By  the  Author  of  Avsyfon  .Sss- 
lorf,   6s. 
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Brampton  Eector?;  or,  the  Lesson 
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Compton  Merivale.    By  the  Author 
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The  Cardinal  Virtues;  or,  Morals 

and  Manners  Connected.  By  HxBBUtm 
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Fast,  the  Pretent.  and  the  Future.  By  E. 
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Truths  and  Fictions  of  the  Middle  Ages. 
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Chronicles  of  the  Seasons ;  a  Course 
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Crusaders;  Scenes,  Events,  and  Cha- 
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By  T.  KxzoHTLST.    7s. 
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Exposition  of  the  Feudal  System.    2s. 
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Labaume's  History  of  N^raleon's 

luTasum  of  Bussia.    2s.  6d. 

Historical  Sketch   of   the   British 

Army.    By  G.  B.  Olxio,  M.A.,  Chaplain- 
General  to  the  Forces.    aa.6d. 

Family  History  of  England.    Bythe 

same  Author.    Cheaper  Bditiao.    Three 
Volumes.    10s.  6d. 

Familiar  History  of  Birds.    By  E. 

BtAiTLBT,    D.D.,     Bidiop    of  Norwich. 
Cheroer  Edition,  with  118   lUustrBtions. 

Domesticated  Animals.    By  Mabt 

BoBiKTB.    Cheaper  Edition.    2s.  6d. 

Wild  Animals.  By  the  same.  3s.  6d. 
Amusements  in  Chess.   By  C.  Tom- 

uirsov.    4m.  6d. 

Musical  History,  Biography,  and 
Criticism.  By  Oboboi  Hooabth.  Two 
Volumes.    10s.  6d. 


Ullmanns  Gregory  of  Nazianzum. 
A  Contribution  to  tne  Ecelesiiastioal  HiS' 
tory  of  the  Fourth  Century.  Translated 
by  O.  V.  Cox,  M.A.    8s.  ^       ™«i««ea 


Neander's  Julian  the  Apostate  and 

his   Generation:    an   Historical    Picture. 
Translated  by  G.  V.  Cox,  MJL    Sa.  «d. 

Dahlmann's    Life    of    Herodotna, 

drawn  out  from  his  Book.    With  Noiea. 
Translated  by  G.  V.  Cox,  M.A.    5a. 


Student's  Manual  of  Ancient  His- 
tory. By  W.  CooKX  Tatxx>b,  LL.D.  Fifth 
Edition.    10s.  6d. 

Student's  Manual  of  Modem  His- 
tory. By  the  same  Author.  Fifth  Edi- 
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tion, 
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History  of  Mohammedanism.  Cheaper 

Edition.    By  the  same  Author.    4b, 

History  of  Christianity.  By  the  same 

Author.    6s.  6d. 

Analysis   of  Grecian  History.     Bt 

Dawsoh  W.  TirmirxB,  M.A.,  Head  Xast^ 
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Analysis  of  Roman  Histoiy.    By  the 

same  Author.    Second  Edition.   2s. 

Analysis  of  English  and  of  French 

History.     By  the  same   Author.     Third 
Edition.    2s. 


Claudius  Ptolemy  and  the  Nde ;  or, 

an  Inquiry  into  that  Geographer^a  real 
merit  and  speculatiTe  errors,  lus  knowiedg* 
of  Eastern  Afiioa,  and  the  anthentieity  of 
the  Mountains  of  the  Mooo.  By  W.  B. 
CoOLST.    With  a  Map.    te. 

The  Holy  City;  Historical,  Topo- 

craphical,  and  Antiquarian  Koticea  <^ 
Jerusalem.  ByG.Wn»UA]ia,B.D.  Second 
Edition,  with  Dlnstrations  and  AdditioiMy 
and  a  Flsn  of  Jerusalem.  Two  Vols.  £2  6a. 

History  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre.    B  j 

pBoyBssoB  Willis.  Repnated  from  wd. 
Uams's  *  Ho^  City.*  With  Dlastrationa.  9a. 
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mounted  on  rollers,  18s. 

Three   Weeks    in    Palestine    and 

Lebanon.    Cheaper  Edition.    2s. 

Notes  on  German  Churches.  By  Dr. 
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The  Six  Colonies  of  New  Zealand. 

By  W.  Fox.  3s.  With  large  M^.  U.  M. 

Handbook  for  New  Zealand.    6s. 

View  of  the  Art  of  Colonization.  B  j 
E.  GiBBOv  WAurau).    Octavo.    12s. 

Travels  m  the  Track  of  the  Ten 

Thousand  Greeks;  a  Geographical  mad, 
DescriptiTe  Account  of  the  BzpeditiQBi  of 
Cttus.    By  W.  F.  AmwoBnu    7s.  ed. 
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Travels    and   Eesearches    in   Asia 

Minor.  MMOpoUmi*,  Chaldea,  and  Ar- 
menia. By  the  Muna  Author.  Two  ToLi., 
with  Dluatrations.    24b. 

Gazpacho;  or.  Summer  Months  in 

Spain.  BtW.  Q.  Cla.bx,  M.A.,  Fellow  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  Cheaper  Edi- 
tion.   6i. 

Auvergne,  Piedmont,  and  Savoy ;  a 

Summer  Samble.  Bj  C.  E.  Wild.  8e.  6d. 

Wanderings   in   the   Eepublics  of 

Weetem  America.  Br  Obob«b  Btam. 
With  Dlustrationa.    7a.  6d. 

Hesperos ;  or.  Travels  in  the  West. 

Two  Volumes.    Bj  Mrs.  Hovsxovir.    14fl. 


Lectures  on  the  Characters  of  our 

Lordt  Aportlea.    Br  a  Country  Paator. 
3b.  6d. 

Lectures  on  the  Scripture  Eevela- 

tions  respecting  good  and  Evil  Angela.    By 
the  same  Author.    3s.  6d. 


View  of  the  Scripture  Revelations 

respecting  a  Future  State.    Seventh  Edi- 
tion.   By  the  same  Author.    6s. 


Scripture  Female  Characters.    By 

the  TxscovirrBaa  Hood.    3s.  6d. 

Sermons.    Preached  and  Published 

on  sereral  occasions.  By  Samvbl,  Lord 
Bishop  of  Oxford,  Lord  High  Almoner  to 
the  Queen.  Chancellor  of  the  Order  of  the 
Garter.    Ootaro.    lOs.  6d. 

History  and  Theology  of  the  Three 

Creeds.  By  William  Wioait  HAsriT, 
M.A.,  Beotor  of  Buckland,  late  Fellow  of 
King's  College,  Cambridge.  Two  Volumes. 
Crown  OctoTO.  14b. 

Twenty-five  Village  Sermons.    By 

C.  KiHCWLST,  jun.,  Sector  of  Brersley.  A 
Cheaper  Edition.    3s.  6d. 

Churchman's  Theological  Dictionary. 

Br  R.  Edsv,  M.A.,  Chulain  to  the  Bishop 
of  Norwich.    Second  Emtion.    6s. 

The  Gospel  Narrative  according  to 

the  Authorised  Text,  without  Bepetition  or 
Omission.  With  a  Continuous  Exposition, 
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